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EIGHTEEN VARIETIES.

TTORNEY-GENERAL GREGORY has submitted to Congress

dralts of eighteen new Federal laws designed to rvover the

Variots wids of propaganda and plots developed in this
eouniry to further the interests of foreign nations gince the beginning
ol the war in Europe.  Under existing Federal statutes the Federal
prosecuting officers have found it hard work to draw up indictments
1or many recent crimes against neutrality,

The recommended legislation, among other things, would make
it  crime for aliens other than diplomatic or consular officials and
attaches to act here as agents of foreign governmenta without pre-
viously notifving the Government of the United States and obtaining
its consent. This cuts the ground from under the busiest and most
dangerous classes of propagandists with whom this nation has had of
late to deal. In many ways it is the most important of the pro-
posed lnws,

Other recommended measures would make it a crime to swear
falsely to any document intended for the use of a foreign Government
in u controversy with the United States—the affidavita rogarding
mounted guns on the Lusitania being rememberod: would authorize
Collectors of Cnstoms to inspect foreign vessels in American ports at
any time: would make misstatements in applications for passports
plain perjury and their fraudulent use or transfer by alteration or
forgery a crime, and would make it a erime to injure property in the
I'nited States helonging to a foreign Government with which this
nation is at peace,

Fvents have shown the neod of these additions to the Federa)
statute books,  Nevertheless that need was largely forestalled by the
recent warning issued by the German Government to German eitizens
in the United Stutes that “it is their duty scrupulously to obey the
laws of the State in which they reside.”

Our laws and our neutrality have been hut little disturhed by
plotters since Berlin was wise enough to pass the word: Drop it.

NO DECISION? |

T I8 five days since the great naval battle off Jutlund and uot
even neutrals can agree who won.  Is it going to be any diflerent
when the tinal item of the returns has been received, chiecked and

admitted by both sides? |

Suppose it is established that Germany lost fourteen vessels, in-|
cluding the powerful Hindenburg, as aguinst the fourteen or [ifteen
Britigh cruisers and destroyers sunk. In tonnage and number of men
Great Britain’s losses were undoubtedly the greater. But if we con-
sider the relative eizes of the two navies, Germany was much the
harder hit. To have wrought such havoe upon an English fleet at
no greater cost cannot fail to seem to Germany a triumph for her
hitherto untried sea strength. On the other hand, it does not appear
to be denied that the German fleet was the first to get enough
and retire.

Even the fact that Berlin is wildly rejoicing while London is in
gloom proves little as to what has actually heen accomplished.  Ger-|
many is over-clated at having done so much. The English are dum-
founded that their mighty sea weapon did not do more.

There it is likely to rest until & further trial of conclusions:
Materially & minor loss for England, but & serious moral sethuck.
For Germany a very costly matter, but a stimulating moral victory.

SPEED LAWS WON'T DO IT.

PEED laws cannot remove the menace of reckless automobile’
driving. Motor speeding, as Seeretary of Stute Hugo points
out, is after all an offense “commoniy looked upon as pueely |

nominal and which 15 committed by most motorists habitually and
probably by all vecasionaliy.”

“Speed limits, In fact, tend to make the driver suspend
the exercise of his own dgment and act under the sanction of
o supposed anthority The way to stop accldents s not to

catublish artificls! restrictions which cannot mect every cuae, .
bt to wllow the dreiver free scope for his own judgment and
fold wim tully responst le for whatever happens in consequence
of what he does.”
“Relentless prasecution should foliow every  example of
dingerots, reckless and even grossly  inconsiderste driving
wnd for really serions oflepies that are proved beyond doubt,
the culprity should be Imprisoted withoul the option of o Boe
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period or perpetualty”
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I ”fl“" ol -' '{,I;F Y. ," J —_y ; % ..q,,'-;.'m.::'.';.‘-"f:f::'"-'-"' Fugsim e m ot e HE noeret sepvien sub-chief came to New York from Richmond, under

a flug of truec, fn October of 1884 The Clvil War had entered on
fts Nnal, Rercest ern. The Federa! blockade had ghut all imported
luxurics out of the Southern States; and there was no money or
muterial for manufacturing such things in the South fteel?  So Southern

Lpe \ U A AT TR e
7-:9-. i A o it aperod i B
} Yy -“.ﬁ"j-#ﬂ';g-‘!’;\f{;ﬂ i

ey
.
o
s
P
-

W 3

& women were wearing anclent clothes and plaiting their own straw hats and

I. making eoffee out of beans. It was the lack of new clothes they minded

; tmost. -
| So, when the suschief went baeck to Richmond, he took along as &

present n dozen of the latest and most fashiopable hoopskirts (“skeletons,”
as they were ealled) Lo his wife and mother and daughters. These won-
drous articles were received with eries of delight.

Then trouble set In

Soon after his return, the ibchief recelved a set of cipher deapatches
from the Confoderate Navy Department, to be taken by him secretly and
et once to Wilmington. These ciphers contained directions for the safe
lehipping of 85 211 muskets from a Helglan firm to an unwatohed Confederate
| port, The musketa’ arrival would have meant new hope of viciory to the
| l-prmed Confederate forees,
| The dospatehos In hin pocket, the sub.chief entered a clothes closet In
his own house tn search of o cont to wenr on the journey, Hias foet becams
\ % . ;n'rl.mll.::a--lhln nhﬂ':-pa)‘:'.nrl wiro‘;u: ;‘hnl rl:n:nt'gm: and .;
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! .Dul.n-l.t.n.h.l.l“. o Agnin he remembered the despatches.  But then It was

o0 late to deliver them.  Thus, becausa of a hoopakirt,
theé Confederntes lost 83,011 precions muskets,

The sub-chiefs wife, in remotse at the damage done by her luckleas bit
of Anery, throw the offending “skeleton™ into the James Iiver. A few days
afterward o detachment of the Confedernie navy caught & group of Federal
punboats off guard further down the river and made a sudden attack on
thom, an attack which by rights should have cleared the river of the gun.
boats and left open & route whereby provisions, &c¢, could have been brought
Into the besleged city, But, as the assault was about to begin, the Con-
federate flagship all at once became unmanageable and then helpless. Neot
only did the daring plan fall, but the Southern flottlla barely made its way
buck to Richmond in safety,

Investigntion showed that the flagship's propeller and steering gear bad
become entangled (n the meshes of a submergd hoopskict,

Another hoopekirt went by mistake to the Junkman and thence into &
plle of papers and rags that woere to be used in making Confederate money.
|'I‘r-- scraps of steel wroeked a whole Issus of bills,

The General commanding In Richmond Jearned through spies that s
supply traln was ahout to reach Gen. Butler's army, Just outside the oity.
The Confederates planned to make a nitht sorties, strike Butler's unprepared
forces, rout them and selze the suppiies, Licut, Scheff wus sent from head.
quarters with the order for the sortte, A« he galloped across A fleld, hia
horse stepped into a snarl of wire springs—the discarded remains of one of
the hoopskirts—anil fell, Sclieff was plcked up senseless, For more than &
diy he was delirious. When he regatned consciousneas the supply traia had
arrived and Butler's lines had been reinforeed.

Hichmond fell early in April.  President Jefferson Davis escaped from
the city. The sub-chic? prepared for him a package of maps to guide his

~ fight around the watchiful Unfon armies and to soma
“'.I.'h"""w"'w'“"'a - I-‘ll-urhl.;. port whenee he could tuke ship for another
| Packags. t country. Teo late It was learned that a blundering
|y 3 .m--;u:r ng»_r had left the maps on a table and had carried
N o DPavis a package contalning one of the hoopskirts, A
few davs afterward the newapapers told how the lack of gulding maps and
the alleged use of that hoopskirt had alded In the fugitive President's cap-
m;c;. Heviewing the havoe wrought by his “skeletons,” the sub.chlef mused
Badiy:

“That fatal present of mine was the ruin of tha Confederate navy and

army and treasury. And—it led to the capture of our poor Presldent, tool™

&
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