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Story No. 12
THE DISAPPEARANCE

Two American girls, Mona Hartley and
Mary Burnett, set about punishing the

books. This is the story of their twelfth

MINTERN

through their check

~

Oepyright by Kalsm Oompeny,)

JELP! HELP!I"
Buch a ory is associated

with a gloomy alley, or dark country

lane at midnight. To connect it with a taxicab in & crowded city
street In broad dayl!ght requires an elastic Imagination—but to the

two young women, who had

heard the smothered ory, it was both

very real and very polgnant. For a moment they stood, dumb with amage-
mant, staring after the curtained motor, from the recosses of which the
curious appeal had emanated. Then simultancously they whirled, and faced
cach other, asking mutely Lthe same question,

It was Mona Hartley who found her voleoa first.

"You heard It, too? A woman's voloa! Are wo awake, or dreaming?”

In anawer Mary Burnett oaught her companlon's arm, and burried her
toward a tall, serious faced young man.

“Mr, Carson!” she ecried. “You

are just in time! Where s your

car? A woman Is in trouble in that tnxi”

Casper Carson, the young millionaire socfal warker and reformaer,
man arcustomed to think and nct quickly,

! was a
Without another word he Mprang

across the walk, and threw open the door of a dark blue, up-to-date touring

var, As Mary and Mona jumped Into
For blacks they chased the taxi until it
trio disappeared down a side streot,

"l took down the license number,
anywny,” sald Mary,

Later the girls saw the same taxi-
eab standing In  front of Mme,
Nutro's beauty parlors, and while
they watched 1t Daniel Blatern, the
political boss of the upper Tenderloin,
came oul Then the girls remem-
bered that Carson had openly charged
that these heauty parlors, under po=-
litdoal protection, were often used for
swambling dens and other purposes,
The girla informed Carson of their
dificovery. In the discussion that fol-
lowed Mona said:

"I have an (dea—which will get us
not only the information of the taxi-
cab and ita occupants, but which
ought to give you just the evidence
You want about Mme, Sutro and Sla-
torn!™  8he then unfolded the plan.
“What do you think of It? sahe asked.

Carson and Mury agreed and an ap-
pointment wasa made for him to meet
Mona the next evening at the Metro-
politan Cafe—an establishment fre-
quented by actresses, chorus girls and
mrn about town,

There was a definito reason behind
the dinner appointment of Mons and
Carson, The Metropolitan Cafe was
one of the estublishments most pa-
tronizged by Slatern, and whers his
Appearance was the signal for every
unoecupled walter in the house “fo
uuicken Into wctivity, Carson lod the
way through the glaringly lighted
oorwsy, with a mental registor of
j'rotest at the character of his sur-
roundings, but Mona concoaled her
foolinga cleverly,

The two found a table In am retired

position as posswible, und from which
inl'h could command a view of the
fo0r,  Blitern had not yet appeared,
eNd Mona was beginning 1o worry
Tor fear that he might vary his rou-
F.ne Of habit on this orccasion when
"e political boss sauntersd in, es-
€arting w very blond, overdresand
Young womun, who showed obvious
pride in her “conquest.”

Slatern  and his campanion wera
ushered to a table in a prominent po-
mitlon, and Mona and Carson delnyed
their menn so that they could retatn
thelr ehalrs without ATOUNINE susple-
inn, It was evident that Blatern
tecognized Carson. Darting u neowling
klanes at the voune milllonaire, tha
politicsd boss whispersd to his com-
bapion, and also directed her atten.
tian to the other table. Mona and
Larson, however, continued thelr meal
B8 though unconscious of 11ie werit Iy,
When Slatern and  is fatianion
finally left the cafe, Mona and Curson
wars jus! behind them,

The two couples reashed the winllk
Nt almost the same moment. As the
uesr closed Mona broke away from
varson's arm, and rowed hee
angrily,

"T am done with you—for good "

Carson took a step taward her and
tried to regain hold of her arm, But
#he shook him off

*You are & tight-wad, a d BEUSTINK
tght-wad!™  Sho saw that her voles
had roached the oars of Slats rn, and
that the other was looking over his
rhoulder curlously, "I don't want any
more of vour promises: | am through
~from this moment!"

e

Yoloe

BLATERN ABDUCTS

the machine he threw In the eluteh,
mysteriously and to the disgust of the

With head high ana eyea flashing
she crossed to an emply taxicab and
Jumped in, leaving Carson slaring
after her, Slatern n udged hin Compann-
lon, with a chuckle, and then, reach

ing down quickly, pleked up o smal
lace handkerchief from the w..lk
which Monk had drapped from hor
ig. With the handkerehjor wian
businesa card, on the vk of whien
was a hastly scribuled line of writ-
Ing. Slatern held it to the Nght anag
read: “It is imperative for me to have
your report of Butro's Blace at once
Pleass rush 1t!" On the reverse side
Ef' the cvard was the ONRTAVOd name,
Lasper  Carson”  Blatern's e,'c-;
Rleamod with sudden Malinfaction, Me
thought he had made a discovery,

Late the next afternoon  Mona
emerged from a taxicab before Mme,
Butru's estublishment, ancended thae
steps, and was ushered by the liveriad
evlored attendant at the door Into a
handsomely appolnted walling room,
In a moment or twe Mme. Hutro ap-
peared,

“You wish to see ma?

Monn nodded. “1 wish to
Very much—privately "

Madame Sutro ruised her eyebrowsm
“L am very busy,”

“lI faney that my errand ia woll
worth your time and awttention” ro-
Joined Mona, coldiy, “Howevor —
Bhe started to walk indifferently tow-
urd the door, but the other caughit her
arm,

"Stop thin way, please!™ ahe con-
ceded grudgingly, Moni followed hor
conductress thraough the portieres and
down a narrow corridor, Kiving nto o
series of thinly-partitionsd boaths, In
which she cauiht glmpses of w o "
customers in Yarious siages of ' i
neying” At the end of the coren
the Mudume opened o door and con-
fucted hor visitor Into a smal| room,
which evidently sorved Lhe purpose of
o privite offioe,

"My name 18 Jenkings ~May Jen-
kins” bogan Monua, boldly, “For sey-
eral nonths | have been in the employ
of Casper Carson, Do you know him 7

“Pechaps” wias the onligmatiec re-
aponae. “And what of 1w

“I have boon assisting him to Kalher
evidenve

aes you

BEaInsL eertain establish
ments like yours!" said Mona, -
revily. “You may know, perhaps.
that he belloves you're running a

gambling housae,

Madanmn Hutro's face flushed,

Pl on!t she s pgeed,

“Carson  has  double-crossed me
Bald Mona, In an vicious & 1one a8 she
Could muster, e gives nothing bt
promises—and | have broken with
him, and teld him he would Y sorrs

W dot me go! 1 intend toe moake lum
warty! That ta why | have come to
you—tlo toll wyou eertaln  mat

whioh muy b of Interest o yol

“I don't know whalt you mean”
Madame Butro scanned the girl's face
shrewdly, and bhoer manner porcoptibly
sLifiennd,

"I mdan that you are to be ralded at
almont any hour!™ Mona stepped
closer to the othier and spole Lhe List
words almos! into her enrs, Bhe eogld

feul  the theill  of alormy  which
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“YOU TRAITORS.” HE S8NARLED, “80 YOU THOUGHT YOU COULD PUT ONE OVER

coursed Lthrough the Madame's trim
body. For just mn instant the other
hesitated, wud then she stepped to the
teivphione on ber desk and called &
pumber into the transmitior,

“Walt hers, please,” she sald, with
A tritle mure cordiality in her volee,
Mona dropped into a chale, alfecting
not to bu nterested In the converia-
tlon over the wire., SBhe could boar &
nan's voice through the recelver, and
then the Madaie, lowering her volce,
spoke rapldly and nervously, and evi-
dently to such purpose that 4 mo-
ment later shoe hung back the re-
celver with w sigh of relief,

“A fricud of mine Is coming over,
who would |ike to hear Your stury, my
young friend, If You can convince
bim of i{ts truth, purhaps you have
nut done so badly after all!®

“I don't ¢are tor that part of "
wmild  Monn, carclossly, guessing at
onee that the "friend™ In question
wan Duan Hlatern, “All that I wm
Interested in s getting back at Car-
puti, 1 told bl 1T would make him
surry, and | wunt to muke my promise
gomil*

“Junt mo!  Just so!™ nodded the
Mudime, abmontly, Bhe stepped to
the door, "I you don't mind waiting

for Just a4 momonpt, | lave
custovmer walling outsldoe—

“Not ot all said Mona, pleasantly,
She heard the key turn on the other
wlile of the door, amd smiled to her-
wolf,  Evidently the Madame was not
digposed ta toke any chances!

The gir] stralled to the one window
of the roven, and parted the curtains,
It opened on a rear alley, Just across
from which loomed the outlines of a
rear  house, fronting on tha next
Mock, ‘I'he alley hwolf was deserlod,
She dropped the curtalne and turned
Wick to n survey of the room. 1f the
Plans of Casper Carson had gone
through without a hiteh, his men
oven nmow wers assombling for the
rald on the Heauty Parlors, which
had beon wgreod upon at duslk,

That 1t wan a “plant,” without
elther the knowledge or assistancs of
the district at'ornes's office, would, of
course, not e known untdl later—and
Larnon's wenlth and Influence wepe
fuch that ba would answor any legal
nguiries, Af, Indeed, any should he
made, He knew that Blatern wan wel)
awarn of the reform erusade, of
which, e, Carson, was the primae
mover—nand that the voung million-
fire had Leen sworn ko a8 & special
deputy by the distriet attorney's of-.
fiee, which wos engaged (n one of (ts
periodieal fiehts with the polles de-

wtinent,  That such n rald should
be ardiered without warning from tho
distriet attorney's afMes was mors
than probable—and Carson know it
waounld not b a AiMeult task te con-
¥inece Blatern of Its penuinenesns,

an urgent
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While Mona was busy with thoese
thoughits, toe key turned In the door
agaln, and the Madwpe reappeared,
with & mun whom the girk at once
recognized as Dan Slatern. That he
recognized her also and recalled tho
intlgent of her quarrel with Carson
the provious night was obvious, With
W amiie he stepped toward her,

"1 understand you bave something
to tell e

Mona met his appralsing glance
boldly, and repealed the story she
bad told Madame BSuitro. Slatern
beard hier through without comunment,

“And when is this rald to take
plisee " he asked abruptly, atter she
bad fnishoed,

“It is scheduled for'— ‘The girl'a
sontenve was nerrupted by & sound
uf & scuftle outside, and a vigurous
hanmering Wt the street door. Sii-
lern, With an oath, sprang back into
the corridor, folluwed by Madaine
Sutro and Mona., 1t wus evident that
the “raid’” woas already In progrosa,

Slaterr turned swiftly to Madame
Sutro, and she wot his mule quealivn
with a nod

“Eversthing

bhus been  clenred

“I touk care of that

wwiy," she sald

it noon &s 1 heard the girl's stoly
Slatern sprang through & hiddean

door, pulling Moni alter him, wnd

the concealod dodr, JUust as
tha sounds from the front u:_ ths
pullding showed 1that Madame Sutro
hid admitted the presumalils attivera
of the law, After a reasonable length
of time Slaterns retdrned to ascertain
i thie otlicers bud pone. In a foew
moments ho was back at Monw's I'-:dc
“Pliey have gone,” he said,  “And
I rather fancy that your friend, Car-
son, 18 almoxt convinesd thal he wal
on o blind tralll™ He Hghited a frosh
clgar with u chuckie, At that mo-
ment @ WOInAN'S SUream rang through
the bullding, 1o be smothered the next
stant A
ml-i:.ulnrn threw away his mateh with
a curse, but Mons protended to be
unconscious of anything oul of the
ordinary, although sho wis straining
her ears o the hope of a © p"n.-:tl
of the ory, 1t had come appareniiy
from n room below, and thers wis no
doubt that a rough hiond had stlenced
the mouth from which it had buest,
Was It the sune woman who had
callod In valn from the povered Laxi-
cah? Bhe miw  that BSintorn was
watching her covertly out of the cor.
ner of his eye, and tried to smile.
“Shallk we be goitgg back?" aha
asked.  "Or shall 1 lvave from this
Tiotimwe 7
“(h, the const |s elear enough new”™
sald Slatern rather absently,

shutting

the way back throuszh the
nnd npEain inte the Beauty Parlors,
Mg, Butro was pinning on her hat,

evidently prevaring to go out for din-
ner, Exciept for the splinterod street
door, there was no sign of the “rad,”
which hadd threatencd to disturh the
serenlly of the plage and the liberty
of its vecupanta

"I think we wro under obllgations
to Miss Jenkins" sald Slatorn, giving

Monw the pume shoe had offered to
Modame Sutro. “Whnt do yon think
your servicea are worth to us?™ he
Arked, plunging bis band inte his
pocket.

The girl made & gesturs of protest,

“Not a dollar! 1 told vou 1 woas
not dolng 11 fur mones but to gt
ek at Ciarson' I rather think he

will be sorry bLifore ho {8 through!”
Nlatern

Branlod “Have It vour
wny! Hut just the sime I am not a
man to forect a favor, Buppose you
eall ot my oMee in the morning? |t
Is fust posst) thiet we can be of mu
tud benedt to gaeh other,”

"' eome” promised  Mona, as
Bintorn Jial t Wiy ta 1) ried
donr AT wmied n farowell aad
made e woy down the sty it to
the street, consclous  that Rlatern
wtd Madame sulro waere Staring at
ber

Miory and Curson wopa anxiously
wiilting for her when she peaoheat hep
Aapartment The two  listenesd iy
pmazement a8 shie told of the exolt-
Ing events that had Mmiarked her in-
troduction to Madums Sutre, and of
the success wihleh had so far #t.

tended ber afforts as amateur detec-
tive

"l am to ace Slatern In the morn-
Ine" she finlshed, "I have an Idea
that he In going to auggest that [
enter hin employ In the same capac-
Ity Iin which he thinks I worked for
you, Mr, Carson”

She was right. When she called on
the political boss next day he waa
plainly much taken not only with the
Cleverness of his visitor, but with her
charms, and made it clear that he
considered himself much the gainer
and Carson the loser by her change
of masters,

"You can be of much help to me”
he went on,  “As a first step, make
up your differences with Carson.”

“Why should I do that?' asaked
Mona,

Hlatern winked. “So that you ecan
kewp me Informed of lius plana, Don't
you see my drift? If you can make
him think you are devoled to his re-
form plans, you can lot me know in
wdvance of anything in the wind."

“ee, bhut you are smart!" eried
Monu admiringly.

“Oh, they will have to geot up early
to get ahivad of Dan Slatera!” admit-
ted the Hoss, patiing his chest,

Mona promised to meet him at
Madame Sutro'a plece for a lttle in-
formal luncheon at noon, and hur-
ried back te her apartmoent, where
E found Mary waiting for her,

“Quick'!" she commanded. “The
time ban come for you to take your
purt, Are you ready?”

“Pry mel™ sald Mary impatiently,
A few minutes later the two sepurs
ated, Mary to repair to a job print-
er's, and Mona to make her way lels-
urely to Madame Sutro's,  Slatern
was punctual, and a few moments
after ngon found the trio gathered
nround w  cosy table in Madame
sutre's own room, enjoylng a really
dellcious moenu,

Slatern was obliged to leave hur-
riedly before the colored mald served
the desscrt, but he remalned long
enoukgh to give further evidencs of
the high admiration he was begin-
ning to have for Mona, In  fact,
Madume Sutro, after his departure,
patted the girl on the shoulder, and
told her confidentinlly, “If you keap
up, deagie, you will }I.A\'ll' »an Blatern

11 gut of your hand!"

'a.\l?:rrm laughed, and her eonfusion
wias covered by a call for the pro-
prictress of the establishment. Mona
followed, for she had u very definite
iden ns to the ldentity of the new
customer. It was Mary, Mona did
not show herself during the interview
that followed—an Interview having
ta do with an appolntment for the
first of n series of faclal massagos.
Muary took her departure, with a
promise to return for her treatment
in an hour, As the door closed be-
nind her, Mona sprang into the wall-
ing room nd enlled to Mudame Sutro.,

“Who was that woman?" she de-
mnnded,

T'he Mndama gave
printed card, which Mary had left,
and on whivh Mona read the name,
“ALps Heginald Travers Wentworth,"
Hhe looked up with a gasp "

“She la pulting one over on you,
whe snappod, “HMer real name is Dorls
Greene—and she |s a detective for
Carson.*

Madame bheckonad the girt back to
her private office, and got Blatern on
the telephone, Thoe Boss swore at
this new evidence of Carson's per-
sistonce, and nsked to talk to Mona.

“Cuan you follow the womnan and
Alvcover what she s up w? he
wnled,

“Huyrest thing you know!*™

“Then do it I he there when gha
comes  back!™ And Slatern hung
ik the revviver with a jerke. Mona
hurrisdly told Madams Sutro of Sla-
tern's Instructions, and made n quick

fier & neatly

exit, jeaving Madume tn revolve
gloomily the prospect of another
“rajd.”

Mona found no diMeulty in pleking
up Mary's treall In fact, the other
el was walting for her at a corner
drig store, and the two enjoyed a
pleagant hour's chat, while walting
for the time of Mary's appointment wt
the Reauty Parlors,
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Whea the two girls separated
Mary made her way back lelsurely to
Mudame Sutro's, and Mona followesd &
short distance in her rear to main-
tain the deception. Mary found the
proprietress  awalting her with a
smlling cordiality, and she was con-
ducted at once to one of the private
bouths, whers the Malime insisted
on giving her the first treatment with
her own hands.

Hardly had Mary taken her depart-
ure, with a promise to return the next
day for another treatment, when
Madamo Sutro darted again to the
telephone,  Mona, returning to Nlat-
ern's office, reached the desk of the
political boss Just as the proprietress
cilled him on the wire,

“I'he ncw girl is right! That wom-
an s a detective. | watched her
Apying around the ploce when she

thought I was out! What shail I de?"

Slatern pondered the question for a
moment.  “Wa'll have to get her out
of the way! If she comes back 1n-
inorrow, we'll tuke care that she
docan't leave!™

He hupg back the receiver, and
from a drawer of his desk took a
small phial of whitish powder, Ha
tapped It with a wink,

“This ix haladrone,” he explalned.
A little of this will put our 1riend
out of commission more qQuickly than
chloroform!*

Mona shuddered, ans she recalled the
tales she had heard of the powsprs of
thee drug, and realized the effeets-—if
the slightest Yitch occurred in her
daring plans. She compressed her lipa
tightly as she took her departure,
They wers playing with a desporate
and cunning foe—ono whom they
would have to fight with lin own
Wweapons If they hoped for succouss!

Carsan hoeard Mona's report of 1he
conversation with a plainly worried
alr: "I don't Mke (" he said em-
phatically., "Suppose that something
Kovs wrong'-—-

“But nothing I8 going wrong!* pro.
tested Mona. She brousght out an
envelope from  her handbag, and
dusted a few groinn of 4 whitish
powder onto Carsons desk. “"Oh, you
needn't be afradd of th "oshe
Inugghed, *'That s nothing more deadly
than sugar! 1 shall be on hiund to-
morrow it the Niutro place—with this
substitute for haladrone!™

Carson brightened, "And T shall
make 1t a point ta have the nlice sur-
rounded by men from the distriet at-
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toward the window,

panes.

the law.

The two staggered back and forth across
the room, the girl fighting like a wildcat.
A table fell over with a crash, and Slatern
tripped against it with an oath. Mona sprang

pitcher, and sent it crashing through the
As she thrust the police whistle to
her lips, from above came the sound of a
battering ram against the outside door, and
a hoarse command to open in the name of

seized a heavy water

torney's offico—ready for Instant ac-
Hon! There will bn no pretence this
time ™

e took a polles whistle and a
skeleton key from the drawer in his
derk,

“If there 1n any sugeestion of dan-
ger, don't wait, but blow this whistie!
We'll get Into the place if wo have to
break the bullding down'!" And he
looked an thougn he tneant it

Monn reached Madame Sutro's place
wheud of Mury so as to be on hand
when her friend arrived. Stll keep-
Ing up the deception which she had
mulntalinsd e successfiully, she
evineced kKeen interest in the prepara-
tions to take cuare of Mary when the
othér put in an appearance, No clev-
erly did she play her part that she
managed to Keep o position in the
adjoining room when Mary wan final-
Iy ushered inth o compartment for
her second “treatment' Maodnime
Sutro kept in the buckground, icaving
the details of the massage to an at-
tendant.

Monn  watehed  the  attendant
through a cruck in the partition and
saw the other step back to take the
prapared drug from a stand in the

rear of the booth. Unconscious of
the subwtitution of the harmlesas
sugar which Mona had managed

while walting Mary's appeariance, tha
attendant carefully dusted the sups
posed drug on a hot towel and heid
it over Mary's face. Instantly the
gird in the chalr hroke into a fit of
violent sneezlieg, sinking buck finally
in a sort of stupor, as she judged
would be tha ease hod she Inhaied
the fumes of the drug,.  Madame Sutro

stepped softly into tha room, fol-
loweidd by Mona, Mary lay back
vgainst the head rest of the chalr,

npparently overcome.

Instantly Madame Sutro called a male
attendant from the gambling house
neross the allay, and the two earried
Mury's lmp form into the secrot pus-
sogewny, Mona concealing  heraself
behind a curtain in the cornar of the
room. As the twa reappeared the gir]
pressed  the  coneealed  spring  and
stola Into the shadowy aperture,
holding her breath as she mada her
way cautiously forward, She reached
the exit and passed through into the
other house without discovery,

She found herself in the room
whers Slatern had conducted hee he
fore Makineg her way through the
doorway, she antered a wids hallway,
running tha full length of the build-
Ing. =he saw a staltway at her ieft
leading below, and remembering the
shrivk she had heard on hear previous
vislt had emanoted from the direc-
tion of the bhasement ghas plokad har
wiy down the stulrs until she reached
a lower hall

At this moment shas heard & low
ery from n dovh door midwny ho-
fore her  Ihwrting forward, she fume

bled at tha lock as she heard Mary's
yYolea from within
“1 huve found her
citedly *Hut, oh
stupor anid 1 can’t
scoundrels! Wi
the poor thing?*
Mona glenced

called Mary ax-
dear, sha is In a
rousas her! Tha
it hiave they dons o

wround her dosper-

ately, secking for some methe to
open the door As hor eyosn fell on
the stalrwpy sha feil back with a

gasp of dismay Muadonmea Satro and
the attendant wern hulfway down the

Slalre-and escaps was impossible!
The same instant the propriotress of
the beauty parlors cnught sight of
thea girl, and ralsed her voluns In a
*hrill ¢ommand, "Thers {8 tha girl,
Bam!  Girab hor, whiles 1 call Dan!"
she darted buack np e stairs, whiin
the man, Epringing toward Mona.
oizht her arm in i vise-lke grip, As

Mona staggered baclk the doar behindg

which shie had heard Mary's voleo
swung open, with the ald of the skl
eton key from Carson, and Marv

sprang into the hall, pulling after her
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The attendant, Sam, swore at the
sght, and raising nis voice in e ocall
for relnforeeients, thrust Macy back,

WIth  her companion, and  caught
Moni before sie could reach the
ntairs, Two niore attendants from the

Uper rouins, wppedating wb that mo-
ment, Mong was hurried tlown the
hall 1o A rooiu a4t the extrome end,
and heard the dune bolted belind her
ds she wis shoved within,

It was & moment when every
sroond countia, With a wild thought
of her police whistle, she darted
Buruss to the window, Hefore ahe
could redeh g, the door bohind her
opened sgain, and Dan slatern sprang
o thy roonm,

“"You traitress!™ he snarled, “go
You thougnt you could put ons over
on mel P oteach you not teo ry a
trick liko that again?*

Mona struggled in valn to free her-
s0lf fruin his eribrace, The Iwo stag-
gered back and forth across the roum,
the girl fignung like a wild cat us
whe saw the desperate odds againsg
her. A table fell over with a crash,
and Slatern tripped against §t with
an outh, At the opportunity, Mo
sprang toward the window, seized a
heavy wiater plitcher from a shelf, ang
sent it crashing through the panes.
There Was o shattering of Elass, and
then s she thrust the police whistle
to hor lips, Slatern's armgy caught her
agiin, and the struggle commenced
nncw.  Hut it wus of only short
duration.

From above there came the sound
of a4 batlering ram aguainst the out-
#ide door, and & hoarse commind Lo
open in the name of the law,

Bliutern threw Mona from him, and
:‘n.niu for the door, But he was too
ate,

'-Il.}ndn up!" ealled a sharp volce,
ang Casper Carson, with two deputies
at his shoulders, faced the Boss with
L drawn revolver,

“Whern |y Mary? called Mona
wenkly, p

“Hera T am!" And Mary Diven-
port, with her halr Iun!lvn:r‘l’ and gzr
eyes glistening, shipped through the
doorway and into the other's arms.

Beforo Monn could ask for her
story, however, Muary drageed her
back Into the hall, and ints the
room where she had found the un-
known girl prisoner of the estah-
lishment Tha soung woman was
Iylng on a rude hed, with the fAme
VYagus stara in her aven

"1 have heard enough from her to
pend Niatern 1o the penitentinry for
el sald Mary, excitedly, “Her
nume s Holon Mintern—a SUANORTA
pher In Slatern's offics slatern dis-

covered the whin had found out ten
much about his methis and that
Ehe was upt to b dangerous—so he

Kidnapped Lies bodily ™

Monn whirled, "Whera s Slatepn ™
she demanded Casper Carson aAn-
rwered tha gquestion, grimly, a® ha
stepped (nta the toom

“Ha s on s way tn tha Distriet
Attorney's ofive with Mudnimne Sutre

and the othear occupants of this den!
I econgEratulate you young women'
You have done what 1 triet 19 dn
Tor montha and coulidn’s! And now,
it vou ara able, we will take the
poor girl you have faund ta your

apartment until wa ean discuss tha
situation mora thoronghly. 1 don't
tmiagine vou will ba sorry to sce the
last of this place'"

In mnkwep Mona winpped and
rogsed Helen Mintern tendepiyv, whila
Casper Caraon sprang to her side te
ald her

“You are a wondoer!"
loaw tone,

“Do vou
demurely

(To Pa Continued)
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think so?* sha returned,
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