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CHAPTER IX.

IContinued )
The Feast, and After!

O A& moment thera was a
| silenca  of astonlshment.
They had never heard the
report of n firearm before,
and Its affacts  dlsmayed
But the next moment A man
us recovered himself and
melzed hls spear preparatory to maig-
Ing & lungs with It at Leo, who was
nearcst to bhim,

“Hun for it!" I hallood, setting the
example by golig up the cave A
hard ag my legs would carry me, Up
the cave 1 went., and after me cama
the others, and after them thundered
the whole crowd of cannibils, mad
with fury at the death of the woman.
AL the top of the cava wan & little
platform of rock three foel or wo
Ligh by about elght deep, on which
two large lamps wore plnced at night,
We all thres reached it, and Jumping
on \t, prepured to #0' our lives as
doaily as wo voud.

On they came with o rush, and 1
firod an fast an I conld, and ¢hocked
thicti-=beiween us, Job and 1 killed or

them.
closs to

i raby wounded five men with our
plstoln betore they were emptied, bo-
sides the woman, But wo had no time

to relowd, and they still came on in
& way thet was alinost #plendid in its
reckiossneas, seeing that they did not
know but thiut we vould o un firing
forever,

A proat gellow bounded up upon the
platform, and lao struck b dead
with ons blow of lis powerful arm,
pending the knife right through him,
1 did the same by another, but Joh
missed his stroke, and 1 saw a
Brawny Amahagger geip him by Lhe
middle and whirl him off the rock.
The knife, not being secured by a
thong, feil from his hand us he did
8o, and, by & mosl happy accident tor
Job, lighted upon its handle on the

Just as the body of the Amui-

gar, being undermost, hit upon its

t. and was transfixed upon IL

t pened to Job after that I
sure 1 do not know, but my own
feoresmion is that he iay still upon
corpse of his deceased assallant
‘possum,” as the Americans

!muluy head, and aa [ lay gasp-
in the throes of that awful strug-
1 could ses that Leo was off the
pow. Me wus still on his feet,
in th’.l centre of uho m‘:!ir::’um:a
stru men, W Fy -
- w0 :&Inglm down as wolves pull
a stag. He drove his knife
one man—the man fell, and
pomehow the knife was wrenched
his hand, leaving him defense-
and I thought the end had pome.
.Y with & deaperate effort he
loose from them,® selzed tho
of the man ha had just alain,
Ilﬂ.inr it m.hhml‘:r alr, T‘urlr:
t at the mob o 8 nasallan
:m the shock and welghbt of It
t pome five or six more of them
to the earth, But In a minute they
erere all up agnin, They ginpﬂ! him
the arms and legs and then cleared
his body.
spear,” cried a wvoles; “'a spear
to cut his throat and a vessel to
ocatch his blopd."

Then suddenly thers was a dis-
turbance and involuntarily 1 opened
my eyes and looked toward the scena
of murder, The girl Ustane had sud-
denly thrown herself on the toap of
Loo's prostrete form, covering his
body witl her body and fastening her
armas ahout his neck. They tried to
Arag her from Him. but she twisted
her legs around his and hung on ke
a bulidog, or rather like A orevpere 10
& tree, and they conld not, Then they
teled to stab Lim In the side without
hurting her, tmt samehow sha ghield.

vl e andd e e only wounded,
YT wy lowt parisned
Uhrcve thy o spoe tnrough the man
and thn Wounen togethel” aatd o
rolue

Then ! 2nw (he man with the wea-
pon stralghiten himself for tha effort,
I gaw thie vold steel gleam on high
and onco tmore I Ahut my eyes

As 1 il ] a4 volce of a
ma thandes Gyt in tones that rang
and echa 4 down the rocky wWeys:

Rl T Al

Then | fainted

C IAPTER X.

A Little Fool,
HEN [ opensd my eves again
I found myself lyiug on a
skin mit, not far from tha
fira raund which we had been
gathersd for the dreadful frast, Near
me Juy Leo, etlll apparently In a
swoon, and over him was bending
the tali form of the girl Ustans, who
was Vushing o A8ap gpadr wound In
Bimwldr with wate; propatatory to bind-
ing 1t up with luen, Leaning against
the nill of the cave behipd har was
Job, apparently unhuri, but brulesd
On the othes side of
the fire were the budies of those
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whom we had killed in our frightful
siruggle for life; | counted thoimng
there were twolve, besldes the woman
and the corpse of poor Muhomed, To
the left, w body of men were wningad
In Uinding the arma of the survivors
of the cunnibals bohind them, and
then fustening them two and two.
The villaing were submitting with a
lovk of suiky ditforence, In front
of these men, directing the operations,
stood D adl.

Presently he turned, and pereelving
that 1 was sitting up, advanced o
me, and with the utmost courts<y said
thiat he trusted that | fely better,

Then he hent down und examined
Leo's wound, “It's a nasty ecut,” he
enid, “but the spear has not plorced
the entraulis. He will recover”

“Thanks to  your arrival, mv
father,” | answered, “In another min-
ute we should all have been beyond
the rench of recovery, for those dovilg |
of yours would have sliain us ss they
would have sinin our servant.”

“Fear not, my #on' he unsweared,
Vongeance shall ba taken on them
mch as wowld mnke the fMesh twist
upon the bones merely 1o hear of it
To She they shall go, and her ven-
geancea shull be worthy of her great-
ross "

The morning came at Inst, hut whan
It came I found that I was too =uiff
and sore to rHise, Two hours after
Iiladl (Job eallsd him “Billy-goat,"
to which, indead, his white beard
Fave him soms resnmblance, or, mors
fundlarly, “INy,") came, bhearing n
lnmip in his hand, his towering rorm |
roaciing nearly to the rouf of the
lttle chamber, 1 pretended to be
nuleap,

1

21 1916

Can You

Beai]t?

L ‘[‘ha Virwne ‘t'l{ms.'m.lka ta

(Toe New York Evvuing Worsd )

By Maurice Ketten

| AN FoR,
PEACE

I AM FOR

WAR |

Nm SN\

1 walted till hs had turned, and
wis nearly through the entrancs,
walking softly on tiptoe, and thon 1|
callesl wfter him: |

“My father,” I sald, “is it thou?"

"Yes, my mon, It s I; but let me
nat disturh thee. I did but come w
#eo how thoy Jdidst fare and to tell
Rhos that those whd would have
wialn thee, my Baboon, are by now
well on thele road to She, Bhe mald
that ye wers to come aled at ance,
but 1 fear ye can not ywet"

“Nay," 1 snld, "not il we have
recavored a 11%tled Bug have mo borne
out lunto the daylight, 1 pray thee, ,
my father. 1 lke no' this place”

"Al, no,” he unswereld; it hith a
sad a1 remember when | was a
boy 1 found the body of a falr wo-
man lylng where you lle now, yes, on
thit vory bench, Sie wus so heau-
titul that 1 usod to ereep in horoe with
a Lasp and gaze upon her, Had it
not been for her vold hands, alinost
© ! 1 tuink thut she slept and
w e wae Jduy awake, »d fair aand !
praveful was she i her robe of |
wihite., White wan she, too, and her
hnir was yellow oand lay down
Glmowt to the (ect. There are many
such still In the tombs oy the place
where She s, for those who set
them there hnd o way I Know noaught
of of keeping their beloved out of
the orumbling hand of Decay, even
when Death had slatn them. Ay, day
by day I cime hither and gazed on
hor, i at last—laugh not ut me,
ptronger, for 1 was hut a silly lad—
1 learned 10 love that dead form,
that shell that once had held a life
that no more s I wonld creap up to
her and Kiss her cdld face nnd won-
der how many men had lived and
died usince she wus and who had
loved Ner and embraced her in the
diys that lemg had passed away,
And, my Baboon, 1 think T learned
wisdom from that dead one, for of
a triath it taught me of the lttleness
of 1ifte and the léength of denath and
how all things that wre under the
sun gu down one path and are for.
ever forgotten, And so T mused
and it mecmed to me that wigdom
flowed into me from that dead one,
111l one day my mother, a watehtul
woman, but hasty minded, seoing
1 was changed, followed me and saw
the Beaut'fat white ona and faared
1T was bewltehed, ns indead [ wnw,
Bo half in fear and half In anger
she took the lamp and, standing the
doad oann up apainet the winll there,
st fire 1o her holr and ehe hurned

fiomcely, aven down to tha faet, for
those who are thuy kept burn ex-
asllently woll o0, my son, there

an the rnof is yot the smoke of her
burmine’

1 looked up donbtfully, and thers,
aire enough, on the roof of the wepnl
chra wanr a pecullarly unetuous and
aboty mark, three feat or more noross
Doubtless 1t had in tha course of
venrs been mibbad off the aldes of tha
Wittle eave, but on tha ronf 1t re.
malned, apd there was no mistaking
fts appearance,

"Spe burned,” he went on, In a
meditative way, ‘oven to tha foet,
but tha fort T eame back and saved,
cutting the burned bone from them,
and hid them under ths stons bmnch
there, wrapped up In a ploce of linen,
Hurely, T remember it na though it
wers but yesterday. Parchance they
are there, If mone have found them,
aven to this hour. Of a truth T have
not entered this chamber from the
times to this very duy. Btay, T will
took.” and kneeling down, ha groned
about with hin lang arm in tha recess
under the stone bepch, Presontly Yis
fara hrightened, and with an excin-
miation he pulled somathing forth
that was cnked in duet, which b
whoonk onta the floor, It waa covered
with tha remnioes of a motting rag,
which he undid, and rovealsd to my
aatoniahod goze a beautifully shaped
and a'most white woman's foot, looks-
ing an tresh and as firm as though it
had bern placed thern yesterda:

“Thou seest, my son, the Babwon ™
he wuid, In n sad voice, “1 apake the
1ruth 1o thee, for hara i3 yet one
foot remaining. Take {t, my son, and
gaze upon 0.

I toolk this cold fragment of mor.
Jality in my hand, and loaked ar it
with feelings which T cannst de.
wieribe

I wrappad up this ralie af tha past
tin the remnanta of the old linen Tag
ond put 3t away in my Gladatons hag

n the third morning Job and my-
self were praciically recovered, Len
a0 war so much hetter that T vield.
ed 1o Billali's often exprossed ¢n-
trenty. and agread to start st onge
upon our journey to Kor, which we
wera told was the name »f the place
where the mvsterious Sha lived.

CHAPTER X1.
Speculations.,

ITHIN an hour of our finally
deciding to start. five lit.
ters wers hroughi ap tn the
door of tha cave, ecach e
companied by four regular

Learers and Lwo spare hands. also a
band of about fifty armed Amahag-
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gor, who were to form the escort and
carry the buggage. Thres of these Lit-
ters, of course, wars for us, and one
for Hillall, who was to be our com~
panion, while the ffth I presumed
Wwas fur the use of Ustanc.

“Dorm the lady go with us,
father?” 1 asked of Billali,

He shrugged hia shouldera ns he
answepred:  “If she wills. In this
country the women do what they
picrae. We worahip them, and give
them thelr way, becuuse without
them the world could not go on; they
Ara the source of |ife”

AN 1 osadd, the matter never havs
In! struck me o thut Heht before.

"We worshlp them,” hs went on,
“up to a certain point, Uil at laat the
£et unbearable, which,” ha added,
'fhay’ do aboul every second genera-
tion,

“And then what do you do? 1
asked with curlomity.

“Then," he answered with a faint
sy, "we rise and Kill the old ones
as an example Lo the young ones, sl
to show them thut we are the strong-
est. My pour wite was Killed In that
way three years agv. It was very
said, it to tell then the truth, my son,
Iits hia been happler since, for my
uge proteclts me from the young
anes’ .

1t ook us ko hour and more to cross
the cup of the voleanio plain and an-
other half hour or #o to ¢Winh the edge
on the further stde. Defore s was o
long sitecp slops of rruur plain,
broken here and there by clumps of
troes, mostly of the thorn tribe. AL
the bottom of the gentla slops, some
nine or ten miles awny, we oould
make dut & dim eca of marsh, on
which the foul vapors hung liks smoke
about a city.

On we wont through It all, t1 at
Iast the sun sink in sullen :fnlendnr
Just am wo roached n spmt rising
ground ahout two acres in extent—a
Httle onnls of dry land in.the midst
of the miry wlderness—whera Pillal)
announced that we wera to camm.

When | awoks it was just dawning,
I looked at Leo, He was sitting up,
holding his hands to his heud, and |
saw that his face was flushed and
his eye bright, and yet yeliow round
the pupil

“Well, Leo” T raid,
fesl 7"

"I fes]l as though 1 were Ing to
dle.” ho answered hoarssly, "My head
I* uplittineg,. my body is trembling and
I am ax sick as a cat™

Presently, as wa blundersad and
floundered mlong, thera was & sharp
erv, then a atorm of exclumations,
and, Ins of all, 4 most tremendous
eplash, and the whole caravan halted.

1 jumped out of my litter nnd ran
forward. About twenty yards ahead
wan the edge of one of 1thoss sullen

eaty poals of whieh T hava spoken,

caking toward thiu panl, th mv hor.
ror T waw that Billali's iter was
floating on it. and as {or Bilinli hime.
self, he was nowhers to e asen To
maks matters ciear, | muy aa well
expiain bt oncea nhat hiippened. One
of Ballali's bonrvers had trodden on a
basking snake, wlhich had hitten him
in the leg, whereon he had, not un-
naturally, let go of the pole, and
then fAnding hes was tumbling down
1he bank, graspad at the 'I1ter 10 BRAVA
himeelf he litter wan pulled over
the edga of the bank, thie Dearsrs et
go. and the whele thing, inciuding
Billall and the man who had Dbeen
bitten, ralled into the slimy pool

When T kot ta the adga of the water
nejther f tham wis to be meen, and,
indesd, the bearsr never g avan
again. But though 1Wila ) waa nor 1o
be stsn. s whereabouts was clear
enough from the agitation of the

fleating litter, ia the bearing cloth

my

"how do you

and curtains of which he waa en-
tangled.

“He is there! Our father ia there!"
sald oue of the men, Lut he dld not
stir a tinger to help him, nor Al
niy of the others. They simply stood
and stared at the water,

“Out of the way, you bruteal™ 1
shouted In English, and throwing off
my hat, 1 took n run and sprang well
cut loto the Lhorrld sllmy-looking poul,
A couple of strokes took me Lo where
Bllinll wos struggling bensath tho
cloth,

Bomehow, T don't quite know how,
I managed 1o push this free of him,
und him venerable head, all coversd In
green slime, like that of a yellowlsh
Dacchus with Ivy leaves, smorged
upon the surface of the water. The
rest was easy, for Billall was an
eminently practienl individual, and
had the common scense not to grasp
hold of me ae drowning peopla oftan
do. 80 1 got Llm by the arni, and
towsd him to the bank. through the
mud of which we werna with dif-
ficulty dragged.

"Yo dogs!" he sald, addressing the
hearsrs, as goon ma he had suffielently
recovered to spenk; “ye laft me, your
father, to drown. Had It not been
for this atranger, my #on the Baboon,
assuredly I should have drowned,
Wall, I will remoember 4t:" and hs
fAixed thoem with hls gleaming though
slightly watery oye in a way I saw
they did not llke. "As for thes, my
sun,” the old man went on, turning
townrd me and grasping my hand,
“rost assured that I am thy friend
through good and evil. Thou hast
saved my life; perchance a day may
come when I shall save thine"

CHAPTER XI1.
The Plain of Kor.

A0UT an hour befors sun-

down wa at last, to my un-

boundnd gratiiuls, emarged

from tha gresat belt of marah

on to land that swelled up-

ward in a auccesalon of rolling waves,

My first act was to examine leo's

condition, 1t was, If anything, worss
than In the morning.

Within half an hour of sunrise we

had reached the top of tha rlswe of

which T have wspoken, and i most
benutiful view hroke upon our giEe
Beneath us was & rich sireteh of
country, veprdant with grass and

lovely with follage and flowera 1In
the hackground, at a diatance, so
far an 1 could judge, of soma elgh-
teen miles from where we stood, a
huge &nd extraordinary mountaln
ross abruptly from the plain, The
base of this wreat mountsin ap-
peared 1o consist of w grassy slope,
but rising from this, U should ga,
from subs quent observation, st W
helght of about five hundred feot
ahove the |evel of the plain, wan a
mont  tremendous  and  ahsolately
precipitous wall of bars ronok, quite
Lwelve o Nftesn huodred feet in

helght. Anything wmore grand and
fmposing than the sight presented
by this great ratural ocastle, start-
g In solitary grandeur from the
level of the pinin, | nover anw,

L vt up in my hammock and gased
up wcross tha plain at thin thrtlling
nnd  majostieo sight, and | supposs
that Hillall notleed It, for he brought
hils Mitor wlongside,

"Hehold the houmss of Bha-who-
must-bo.oheyed!™ he sald. Tiad over
& Queen such a throne hefora?

“It la wouderful, my father,” 1 an-
swered.

Ho plentiful was the gume that at
inat could stand 1t no longer, 1
had a slugle barrel sporting Martinl
with me In the litter, and, sapy!ng
& beautiful fat eland rubbing him-
self under one of the oak-like
trecs, | jumped out of the ltter and
rrocee-lod to creep Aaa near to him na

could. Ho let me come within
slkhty yards, and then turned his
heud und stured nt e prepuratory to
running away. 1 1ifted tih rifle and
taking Lim about midway down the
shoulder, Hred. I never mode o
cleaner shot or a better kill In all my
amall exparience, HBlllall recelved ms
with santhusinsm.

“It ts wondorful, my son, the Ila-
boon,” e eried, "wonderful! Thou
art a very great man, though so
ugly. Had | not seen, surely 1 would
naver have Lelisved. And thou suyest
that thou wilt teath jue to slay In
thia farhion?'

“Cartainly, my father,” 1 sald, alr-
fly: it la nothing."

AL last we reachiod tho fuce of the
precipios lisolf and found ourselves
looking into the mouth of a dark tun-
nel. At the mouth of the cave the
cavaleads wan hulted, and whils the
mon eampioved themsaives o lHghting
some ecartheniware lumps they had
brought with them, Iilisll, descend-
A from bils Jitter, Informed me po-
litely but Hrmly thet the orders of
She wore tial we wore now to bs
hlindfolded, &0 that we should not
Ivarn the seciot of the paths through
the bowels of the piountalus,

Anuther haif hour or so passed, and
then suddenly 1 btechme awars that
wa Wera gnce ore in the open alr
I could s¢e the Light ihrough my
bandage and feel the freshness of
It o my tace. A fow tiora einutes
wnd the caravan halted, wod | heurd
IHialy ovder Ustane ta pemppove Lnr
bandags and undo ours Without
walting for her atientiony [ got tha

oot of ming loose and [noked out
As 1 anucipated, we had passed
rignt through tha procipice, and werns
now on its fustiier slde, and immed -
neely h LA R T e S Thn
st thing | notived was that (b waas

notl nearly Ko high here, not go g,
I shouid say. by five hundred feet,
which proved that the bed of the lake,
or rather of the voat ancient criter
in whieh na ptood, was much Megher

than the suriounding plain. Wa ware
instantiy suproundcd by crowdas of
Annhapgar, slinllar 1 svary partion
lar to those with whom we wers al.

rendy fainilar. Then all of A sudden
1 number of arme1 men, arranged in
companies, and marshidied hy oficers
who ‘Theld vary wands in  thalr
tandn, cama running saiftly waward
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us, Those men formed the body-
gunrd of She herself,

Thelr leader advanced to Billall,
saluted Wim by placing lis  Ivory
wandl transversely aoross his fore-
hiwud, wnd then asked some question
whioh | euuld not catoh, and Wiliall
having anewerod him, the whole regl-
ment turned and marched wong the
side of the oliff, our cuvalende of lit-
torw following in thelr rack. After

olng thus for wbout halt o mile wa
wlted ovice more iu front of the
mouth of u tromendous Cave, eiois-
uring shout ffty feel In holght by
wirhty wide, nnd here Billall dessend -
od Nmally, and requested Job and my-
aell Lo do the same, Leo, of courss,
wiia fur too il to do anything of the
sort. | did so, and we enterod the
groal cave, Inin which the light of
the setting sun penewated for some
distance, while beyond the reach of
thio light v wos fajatly HHuwmineted
with lamps, which sesmed to e 1o
stroteh way fur an most Haineas
uralie distunce, Hke the gos Hghts of
uil empty Londan steest,  Another
thing that 1 netigod wiae that the
walls wot o covercd with sculptures in
hus-ralief, love wscones principally;
L bt log ploetures, and plotures of
exoculions, and the Lorture of arim-
innis by the piacing of a preswnably
red-hot pot upon the head.

Hunning st right angles to the malin
cave, bl a distunce of somn twonty
feet from the entrance, was & sundjer
vave or wids gallery that was pleroed
luto the rock both to the right and
to the left of the main cave. At the
mouth of this gallery to our Ieft
atood two gunrds, nnd from this eir-
cumatancs 1 arpusd thot it was the
entrance 10 the aparimonits ol  She
Larnelf.  7Tha entrance to the right
kallory woas ungunrded, and down this
the mitte lndlcatod wa woers {a [ro-
tord. A fow yands down this galley,
wileh wus lighted with lumps, we
cams W the outrance 1o & chambar
with a curtaln made of soma griss
matarial, not unllke a Zangibar mat
In appearance, hung over the Avor-
way, This m mute dreaw hack with a
profound obalaancs, and =4 the wny
e a good-alged apartment Bghted
by means «f & shuft plorond It the
fura of tha precipioe In thin room
wWos A atona v Cead, pota full of
Wuthr for wasl and peautifully
nnuneq tnft 9 serve us
hinnketn

laopatd

Loo, who was a0l
ang with  him
I notleed that the
A very shiarp look, ns
i noal v "Who onpe you, and
by whose ord=ra do you eomm hera®'’
Then he conducted Us to anothsr
- ar room. wile Jab thak, and
Ll Lo tWo mors, that warn 1eRps
tively ocadpied by Billall and wmvaeil

—

ptag
mute pave her

CHAPTER X111
“She'

fret care of Job and my.
eoll, afier puoeing to Laeo,
was to wash ourselyves and

- I put on clean clothing. After-
ward | dimccversd that the Amahag-

per, whoe de not reckon dift among
vir many dioagresable qualities, use
n kind of hurnad eart washing
apines, which, thoush unpleasant
( oneh il pne gets acountamad
te it forms & very fair subatitute for
LI
By the 'lme that T mas drmaned 1

began to feel woat uncommonly bun-

~ The Evening World__Dally__f_M_g_ga_z!ne.’__Wednetdayl June

Bl ki il LR L b

e e

T RIRIRE T

LI

i Have you ever

yondered how many pulsin human .

stories lie hidden behind hospital walls?

ROMANCE
LOVE
JEALOUSY
HATE

Enter Into

29

By MARY ROBERTS RINEHART
NEXT WEEK'S COMPLETE NOVEL IN THE EVENING WORLD

gry. Therefore, | was by no means
wOrty when the curtuln over the en-
tronees to my cave was flung aside and
nhother mute, & young g0 this time,
whncuneed ta me by sigos that | could
not mismnderstand-—that s, by opaiis
g ber mouth and pointing down jt-=
thiul thers was somsthing ready 1o
eal. Accordingly, 1 followed her into
the next chamber, which we had not
yet enterad, whora 1 found Job, who
hiwd wlao, 1o hils great embarrassment,
been conducted thither by a  falr
sule

Tiis fresh room was twice the size
of the stuaping caves, and 1 snw at
ance that 1t had origtnaily ssrved as
& refactory, and alse probably as an
ambalming room for the privsis of the
Dead; for 1 may o well say at onee
thesn hullowed out caves wera fioths
Ine mors or less than vast catacomb,

Seulptured all round tha apartiment
nud lovking nearly aa frosh s the
day It was done was the pictorial
reprosentation of the death, embalme-
fnk and burlal of an old man with &
fonge Geaed, probebly an ancient king
ur grundes of this country.

Whon we hiad eaten we returnsd
o men how Leo wan getting on.  He
was wltogetior off his head, babbling
ubiout some boat race on the Cam,
wid waa Incllned to be violent. Ine
deod, when we entered the room,
i'stane was bolding Wim down.

I hind been sitting with him for an
bour, perbaps, when Billall arrived
with an air of groat lmportanes and
informed me that She herscif bad
deigned to axpross a wish to see me.
1 yosn to follow bim, and sa 1 did
#o 1 cnught alght of somethiing bright
Iying on the floor, which I pleked up.
Verbapa tha reader will remembor
thut with the potabherd In the casket

Cwas & compoallon acnrabaeus marked

with & round (O, & large bird, and
another curious hlorogiyphle, the
meaning of which signa ls "Suten se
Ha," or "Royal HBon of the Bun."” This
sonrab, which s a very amall one,
Lo had inwisted upon having sot in
& massive gold ving, such «s in gen-
rilly umsed for signets, and It waa
this very ring that | pow picked up.
e had pullad 1t off In the paroxysm
uf s fever. 1 slipped It on my own
Little Nnger, and then followsd Bil.
lall, leaving Job and Ustane with
Loa,

Wa passed down tha

erosaed the great alsin-like oava, an

cnme W the corresponding pasangs
on the other wside, at the mouth of
which the guards atood llke two
ST L A% we cama they bowad
their heads in salutation, and then
Hetlug thelr long spenrs placed them
tranaversoly woioss thelr forehsads,

nn the leaders of the troop that had H

ws had dons with thelr ivory
wands. We stepped botwesn them,
apd found ourselves In an exactly
sliilar pussage to that which led to
ouf own apartments, only this pas-
magn  wam, comparstively mspeaking,
filtlantly Hghted, A few poces down
it we were met by four mutes-—two
men and two women -who bowed low
and thon sreanged themselves, the
womon o front of and the men bee
Hind ws, and in this ordor we con-
tinued our procession past

doorways hung with curtains similar
to thoss Isading to our own quarters,
and which | ufterward found opansd
out Into chiwmiborm ocouplsd by the
mutes who altended on Sho, A few
paees morn and we camas to anothor
doorway, facing us, and nol to our
left like the others, which ssemad to
mark the termination of the passgs

Hure two moro white, or rather yeol-
low, rubed guartda were atanding, wnd
they too bowed, siluted and let us
pamd through heavy curtalns into a
groat ante-choamber, guite forty feet
ling by as many wide, in which some
clight or ten women, most of them
young and handsome, with ysllowish
hnir, Bat on cushions, working with
tvory needies at what had the ap-
pearance of belng embroldery frames,
These wotnen wore also deaf and
duthib, At the furthor end of this
gront lamp-it apariment was another
doorwny, closed i with huavy Uriun-
tid  looking curteins, quite uniike
thome thut hung befors the doors of
our uwn apartments, and here stood
twa  particularly  handsome  girl
muies, their howds bowed upon thelr
Loroms, and thely hands erossed in an
sttitude of the humblest subininston.
An wa came tp they ench strotehed
ont an o aem oand deew back Lhe ocurs

iinn  Thercupon Hillall did & ous
rious thing NDown he want on his
hoamda wnd knees, nnd bogan to craep

inta tha apartment beyond. 1 fol.
jownd him, walking in the usual fash-
lon

AL lnst we reachead tha curiains,
tid hero Blsl eollapsed flat on to
Is stomdch, with Yils hands strotehed

ot Lefora bim ne though he wers
d, anid I, not knowing whuat todo,
nn to siare about the place Tt

prescntly 1 distinctly felt that sonies
budy was louking at 10 fiom bebind
the curtains

Al Jast the curtain Lsgan ta mova
v oho could bae behinga it The ourtain
agitoind jwclf a [levis, then suddenly
i ween its folds Lhere appeared w
st AUt iful white Nand arl wilh
g taporing flongees, ending o the
pinkoat natle,  The haud graspsd the
curtdin and drow 1t wstde, and as 1t
ail mo 1 heard o voice, T think the
pofteat spd yvl most plUvery  Volus
1 evar heard. It rooiinded me thia
murmur of a brook.

"Htranger,” sald the voles in Arahio,

but much arer and more classical
Arable 1ha the Amaliagger ek
“steangar, wherefore art thou &6 much
afrald™

Now [ tlatieray mivaelf that in apite
of my luwayt terrorg 1 Nad Kept A
vary fair cominuand of my counton
ance, and was thersfors & liftle an
tonished at tite question. HBefores !
had made up my mind how to an
sawer It, hoewevep, the curtain was
drawn, and o thil tigure atood bafors
us. 1 say o tigure, for not only her
rody, hut al hor fnoe, woa wnpped

Up in poft wi
duch & wiavy e ot
ming me osr fare
in e gris s clyihes

1 felt miors frightened than ever at
thin ghostllke apparition,

)

te giiuzy materinl in
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“Why art thou
rlranger?™ asked the awost voles
aRkIn. "In there that about me that
rhould affeight & man® Then sursly
are mon changed from what they
unud 1o be”

“It is thy beauty that makes ma
fear, aoh, queen,” | answernd humbly,
pearecly knowlog what to say, and ‘
thought that as I Jid so 1 heard old
Iibiall, who was wtill lying prostraty
on the floor, mutter, “Good, my Ba=
hoon, good."”

“l wee that men still know how to
begulie us women with falss words.
Ah, stranger,” she answered, with &
Inugh that wounded (ke distant sl
ver bolin, “thon wast afraid because
mine eyes were scarching out thine
henrt And now tell me haw osme
ya hither on this land of tha dwalls
ors wmong caves—a land of swamps
and evil things and dead old shadows
of the dead”™

Huddenly her eya foll upom the
sprawling frame of illall, and sbe
sevined to recollect horsolf,

“Ah!  Thou are there, man,
Tell me how 1t % that thinks have
gone wrong tn thine houschold.”

Her volca had risen i her anger,
and it rang clear and cold against the
rocky walls, Alwa T thought I could
poo hor eyoa flash through the ghuse
that hid them. [ saw pour Billal,
whom | had belloved to ba & very
fanrinms  porson, positively  gquives
with terror at har worda,

“Oh, Hiya, oh, Bha,” he sald, with-
out Jlifting his white head from the
floor <"ol, She, as thou art great, be
merciful, for {f Am now as ever thy
sarvant to obey, 11 was no plan or
fault of mine, oh, She! It was those
wicked ones who are called my chil-
dren.  Lad on hy & woman whom th

eat thn Pig had scorned, they would
ave followed the ancient custom of
the land, and eaten tho fat Black
stranger who came hither with these
thy gusats, the laboon, and the Lion
who Is slck, thinking that no word
had coma from thes about Lhe Hlack
ona.  Hut when the Haboon and the
Lion saw what they would do, they
slaw the woman, and slow also their
parvant to save him from the horror
of the rot. Then thosa evil onss—ay,
thoss children of tha Wicked One who
{ives in the Plt—they went mad with
the lust of blood, and flew at tha
throats of the Lion and the Baboon
and the Plg. But gullantly thay
fought, oh, Hiya, thsy fought like
very men, and slaw many, and held
thelr own, and then 1 cune and saved
them, and the evil-doers have I sant
on hither to ba judged of thy great-
neas, oh, She, and bere they are.'”

"Ay, old man, I know it, and to.
morrow will I alt in the great hall and
do Justice upon them, fear not. And
for thee, I forgive thes, though hard-
y. Bea that thou dost keep (bhine
housshold bettar. Go."

Hillall rose upon bie knees with as-
tonlshing salocrity, bowed his haad

#n  frightened,

thrice, his white board swanping the

ground and crawlsd down the apart.

the curtains, leaving me, not a 1l

to my alarm, alons with this t

but moet fascinating parson.
CHAPTER X1V,
Ayesha Unveils.

(1}

. gons, the white-bearded
old fool. How do they
call thes In thine owa
country, stranger?*

“They call me Holly, oh, Queen,” §

“Holly,’” Bha answered, speaking
the word with difculty, and yet with
a most charming aoceut, "and what
s 'Holly'™

" ‘Holly’ Is a prickly tree,” 1 satd
yot a tree-like look. Strong art thew,
and ugly, but, If my wiadom be mot
at fault, honest at ths core, and &
slalf to lean on. Also, one whe
thinks. DPut stay, Holly, stand mnot
by me,” and Bhe bheld the ocurtain
aslde with her Ivory band to let me
puasa in.

I entered, athuddering This woman
wias very terrible Within the ocur-
by ten, andg In the recvas was 4 couch,
and a tabla whereon stood frult and
eparkling water.

YRiL" sald Bhe, pointing to the
eotich, YAt present thou hast an

maent till he Anally vanished thmm
HERE," she sald, “he bas
anawered.

“8o, Well, thou hast a prickly and
there; enter with me and be seated
tuins was a recess about twelve feat
cauge to fear me.  1f thou hast cause,

thou shalt not fea= for long, for I
shall alay thes  Therafore lst thy
heart ba lighe ™

I ant down on the end of the cougn
near 1 the fant Ko il of walel
and Sho spionk down seft’y on to the
other end

Now, Holly" she gald, “hiw pogme
ent 1thom Lo sprak Arabie? 1t s mine
own dear tongu for Arapion am 1
by miy ¥th™

Mas e stadied | answured, "'far
muny yoara, The Inngnage a spoken
In LEYPE und elaowheps,

“Bo lr s oswndl ospukon pnd there s
yet nn BRap! ATl W Faaraoh sits
upait the theone™ #ill ogs f 1tha
mppawn of this Periian iehs Foars
tha Archasmepnlane gona®

“Tha P'erelins have baen gone feom
FRYypr for nign twn vholsiit yens
Wit ptgca thenn the Ptolemys, tha
Homens ttl many LR hava
Nourished  and halll sway vpan the
Niln, and fallepn whon thalr time was
ripe/" 1 said, aghast "What canst
thouy knaw { tha Peralan Artax-
L% 1)

Sha laughead wi! made no answep,
and again a dold el went through
e TANd Grosee”" poe zald--"|s
thera siill a Cirespes®

“Yea,” 1 sald, ‘thera (s a Greabas;

nnd Just now it L
I"‘ "

Ha. The arm they yat
at Jeruaulep ™ Thev drove ma 16 this
wildarness of & people that was befors
them "

“Pardon me, ah, Quesn, T aald, *but
T am bewildered. Thou art & woman,
and no spirit, How van a woman Bve
two thousand veara™'

(To Pe Continued.)
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