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Story No. 10
A TRIAL OF SOULS.

The tenth of a series of separate stories
dealing with the commission of crimes
insiting judgment upon both actual guilt
and real responsibiliny

sr L ML b M Wiaes Wesdrew )

bad baid the LhMv.ag Lie
ponet

ad.ag cor i Thlisb & wyes

ENATON MASON for mare Feare (WA @ peapis (are (8 Fomeiher,
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Mo was the gty 8 richast man the eeusty s peliiionl b art Ve

Thoogt & decads Lad passed oo B

T p “Bennier ” In Mascn.
A0 term 1n the Senals be stil bore the jrv el e of
"..'m e Bomers County Mg il was puprese  Nie sscesisre tad b o.uded
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ol Bamed Mg Bome city. 884 B rued hal oy a8
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s Puancial and peiithoal methody and

B o oources of weallh 11 was very LrVAlng  Doubiy e becaue sl thal
) taber sald about Mason was trus  Morsover sven the most tsotful of Lhe
bomabors smasars Bad wholly talisd 1o Loy off Lhe editor or W0 oaie
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The attacshs woctinued snd grew
e and more viraeal  Feopie ware
Bogtaning to eye  Mason  askance.
',-. Ia other cithes wwre pristing
B e of the wors apicy oF Fislcbers
@ slamests

Littie by Lttle Seaster Mason had
worhad Limself inte & homicidal rage
Poninet bis fos, whe woull Bsiibher
B bribed nor Diuffed Inlo submission
€ W elimal tame ous day when oped -
1§ bia morsing paper, \he Mason-
b ag Daly Appeal, Mason mead Lhess
§ Mcolns baadiioes oa ibe [rest
g
MABON CHARGED WITH JON:
i TRACT FRAUDA

Plllenaire Statesman Faile to Ex-
plain Discrepancy in Riestrie-

] Lighting Bide and Bill Ren-

| dered o City.

* The Sesater read the beadiines #ia

tmes Thea fuming and multering

3+ read Lho Bews elory bensald them.

Saming te the editorial page, his

prem fell on & “isader™ entitied

*dason’'s Rawest Deal YeoL"

With a ssort like & balted duils
1'® Benator snatched up his hat and
b@ heavy walking stick, and stamped
o of his ofice. Five minules later
B stormed tnto the city reom of the
Dally Appeal and, brushing aaslde
a8 eMee boy who tried 10 bar his
wray, burst usasnounced Into Blaphes
Flatcbers private sanctum.

The editor was glapcing over a

of smudged proof sheeta, He
:a up, with ne greal show of in.
Bareat. as hin visttor entered. Fietoher
wme not surprissd by the eall.  Me
Bad been sxpecting something of the
Ppewt for a long time

"Well, Ssastor Mason™ he sald
gustly to the purple-faced millionaire
whe was bearing wrathfully down up-
&8 Ain, "what ean | 4o for you v

o came here” thundered the Hena-
Bep. "to order you Lo ceass (hess un.
wurrazied asssulls upon my charse-
B and to retract this vile®———

*Phe momant (he "assaulls’ become
Smwarranted’' ™ returned Fletcher,
"hey will ceass. Untll then, Lhey
#hall continue—unttl | have hroken
W the political erookedness that is
wrecking our oity and county. "=

®Are you responsible for this out-
Mageous articla?™ demandad Mason,
@rusting the paper under Fletcher's
Moss. “Are you? Hpeak up!™

"N am” answered Fletcher, “and 1
have hers the proof aheels of & much
stronger one for lo-norrow's paper.
£ @ive you fair warning that 1"——

Me got no further, Mason's rage
Purst all bounda of self.control and
maily. With a wordless bellow, Lhe
Senator awung s heavy cane aloft
and brought 1t whiseing down on
Metchers unprotecied head,

But the more framile sdilor was as
mmtia of body ax of mind,  Me
Isaped sidoways from his ohalr as the
murderous  blow  desornded, and
ducked awny from it selzing his as-
sallant's arm.

The two grappled. Up and down
B4 across the tiny oMos they pums
mellnd and wreatl 1 Ny reason of
Prealer bulk the Bonator presently
bagun 1o get the botier of (L

A8 the uMen furve, aroussd by tha

Sarmoll, ran peli-mell into the room,

Mason struck his opponent & chanos
Blew in the fuce that sent Fletcher
@ean off his feet. The aditor fell, hit- ®

Sag his lioad heavily sgainsi the cor
mer of his desk

Befors Mason could pursue his ad-
wantare Lall & dosen men had solssd

Bim and forced nimy Kieking and

marling, into & corper, where they
Bald bim pinioned

#8hall I beat him up for you, hoss ™
Bked a sympathetic reporter, helping
e dared and blecding Fleloher to

Bia feet.

"No,” panted Fleteher, swaying and
eak, as he clutehed at the deak odge
support. “No. He Jdeserves |,
: dou't do It, 1 fght my own bat-
Mo, Hosides, It would be ngainst the
. And this paper in sirugeling for
g end order in the communily Be-
Mason has debuuched. Mo wan.
#emly attached e, ln‘ the law deal

S him. »
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Myt he''

“Take m out, boys” erdered
Fistchar, “and twa Mm ever v &
prliosman As scoomn a8 | van g%t wmy
bead tied up 'l come around 1o the
station and make the formal charge

And LU charge you with eriminal
LL ) yollad Mason, “with orloinal
Mbed and”

“Hhut up!” snapped VYhe reporiar,
clapping hie band, noss loe gently,
over the ocaptive's mouth  “Rhut up
and oome along quistly, or we'lU drag
yeu out by the beala And navar ge
ouing any paper for ortminal 1thel,
sither [f you do, thay' re apt o prove
"t on you™

In the Masonburg Polloe Court, an
bour  later, Flewhar's teatimony
(backed by that of his oMos buy, who
bad ssan the whols fight) proved
cloarly that Masos bad bean the ay
gressor,

Even the Magistrate—awhs owed
bhis appointment to the Benator -had
no option butl te belleve the story
He made the penaity as light as pos-
slble, tmposing upon Mason merely a
Ane of 110 and an almost respectful
command to keep the peace In future

The Beaator went oul of eourt,
voloaloss with fury, al Lis foe's moral
triumph

Filatchar retumasd teo his ofos
squally snraged at the thrashing he
Bad recalved and at the meagre pen-
alty meiad out to bls assallant. His
out head gwathed in bandages, he aat

down o write & caustie account of

the affalr for the nest day's lssus of
The Appeal. In due time both war-
riors ook their grisvances to thair
wives, and from oach, according to
ber kind, recsived full moesd of aym-
pulhy.

. . L] ) 1

Somerston s Afty miles, by rall,
froim Masonburg. 1t (s & falrly pret.
iy wvillage, noted chiefly for two in-
stitutions. One ia the Bomersion
Milltary Academy, The olher ls the
Homersion Beminary for Young la-

dien. Stephen Fietcher's enly son,

Tom, was & cadet caplain In the for-
mer. Henator Mason'sonly daughiter,
Itose, was & member of the senior
class In the lattar,

Between the academy and seminary
there s supposedly 3o comumunioa-
ton whatever, Cadela who glanos in-
terestedly at seminary girls on the
vYillage street are shargly reprimand-
od  Ibg-syed and Auffy-haired girls
who surreplitiously peep over the
vine-olad wall of the seminary
grounds as & squad of cadets marvh
Pasl are sent to Lhelr roomas for Lhe
reat of the day.

Everything that professorial minda
can devise (0 keap the girls and the
cadels from sesing anything of sach
other s most rigidly enforced. And
N most inslances the rigid affort Ls
completely wasted.

Thus, nearly always betwesn the
two schools thers was a half-dogen
active Airtaldons golng on, unsumpect .
ol by the muthorities. One slopement
would be enough to ruln the preatign
of both Justitutions. Yel sueh an
elopement oocurred, in spite of all the
care taken by the prinecipals and the
facullios to prevent such a tragedy
Here are (he brief details of (he ro-
mativee;

From  earliest  enildhood  Tom
Fleteher and Rose Manon had been
woelhvarta In  Kindergarten, {n
dancing school and at church back at
Masonburg they hnd been Inssparabin
Thiat wan befors the Flotoher-Mason
feud had hegui,

And  even after thelr respiective
tathers hind locked horns the iwe
Young peopie had gravely pgreed that

thelr awn affalr nesd not be marred
by parental  diferences In which
nolther of them sympathilpsd, They
olted the pelebirated cass of Romeo
and Jullet to prove that family quars
rels are no barrier (o trus Jove.
When Twn took his cOmpany on

practica hikes or on route mareh, he
Wis vrrtaln to Iewd them past the
Btninary garden. at precissly the mo
ment et Jose Nad cheson to walk

thers
If the ondels ever chanesd te nollog
& fower dropped from lh’ wail mt
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iwehing etr e sl wy IRt dess
drawer and found & wihule heandlrgl
ol gour levieig

“Hedure | cwuid atup her ahe resd
e Fos wan bharribe about
Bhe snye i e W0 going 'u wilie homs
To father aawing hitn (o take me gway
n Blagrace AN ahs s writing e
the principal of the asadermy. tnliing
bim gl sbuut W sod ale puye yuu
il be sape e

N, WHAT are we to 400
It you van e 1o the datnar of the
ol 8t 10 o« wi Voomighy, TR try
ta steal t there Tor u tale with yuu,
anl ‘then we san desmids

"1 am hearthrukhen AN I'm srareq
n deat) [LTEL T

A e hefore 10 that pight Tom
Platehar Aiscarded hin aprace gray
uniform for & aivilian sult and (s
bimassa!l Avwn hy & rainpips from his
dormitory window Fromptly a0 10
ba ptond under the surner of the sem
Inary gardon’'s wall A Jumip snd
hia Mogers clasped the ouplng A
wrigeis andd he asl astrids the wall
top. loking down lots Lhe dark gar
on balow hm

Prossntly & whita and sleander Ag
ure smargsd cautisusly from among
Lae ahadows that lay batwaan Lhe wall

IR L T PRI R L ]

L wiused wibhie g

Pomit age an cigNIeen ob the e g

Botien' ¥ st gulvered
Iden't pour famit yuu
And you wili bs

et giEnl )

Wa're jrain abd yoare ol an we wein
afraid wed have
Haht away and be toge ier glways!”
she surrendered. sighiug In
frighitaued ropture

And atn elung o
weeping & Mitle,  Preasnldy he
*I've thinught aut 1ha arrangemant
'm net gulng back to the soad
Pl wivep somewhers oul
Yuu'd betier apend
the night in soma purt of the sem
Inary whea they wun

dours to wight

L b apt 1o ook
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An Intoresi ng Seres of Pathe Photoplays
Now Beir g Presented ot the Lesding
Plcture Theatres In Greater New York,
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(T2 L, el
1 # £ gyt up hat aewe
- ¢ growiad, pehesding, "V U
tauned oriiy cont | have And I'm go
ot e il st Maphes Fistehe

e ot ped  shart otth 8 grunt
VW e o 8 man asd & girlbad
ertered tie roum  The man peusad
pemt the oo Im the Al light Ma.

™ 1 ol ml oRrs e agniss bim
Vi gl vine shyly forward
Al #'p f bt Lhe gluwar vah
W ! Mason's fare Mo and his
- ta el e telr feel e Beppy

enoitment

Hoan thay arisd tn “mipon

i ot her ! aald Noss, nervous:
by, Wlealng tham one after the ol he
Ive some newa fur you suns s
mendous news.  Frowmise net W e
angry ™

Angry with you, you precious (it
e el numhed Mason indulgsntly
UWNot o mucht Whst W thils ‘treman.
dirin naws' 1

lrrawing Tom forward from the
curtained glonm of the doorway, llose

churkisd thae Menatar

Mo baokhe W ghg 'y 1 Tha il

’ » Bopub nil.w 7]
Ve g Ay esiliapecd i Lie fom 1
® Aead foint

Walllhg st 'y W& baip U''s swvan'a

revive the ¢litchen @ var Be ol the
hwee ghd Benl s Ihe e o hs
a® e e 9 to i I0miac v B0 aar
prw @ ofMice gl bhavpg L hia was
b e e hewre later

" Fhimrmd o e P'ih 8 Wb
o Erim Wk on Lie keavy Tace

Welll” e grunied, an Ll wife
Faime e el LW i} faney young
Vistoher o setted pret 'y salisfsoled

Ly af last  And Wis Fe'her e
VL™ Intarposed Mre Masom
‘you've heard, thent | w e gisd !

"Heard T he  guarisd "Meard

"hat ™

L) thought pou had by the way
reu spoba’ she replind Iomn cmlind
e Up Bftssn W inules ag: Bus'a at

the Fieiehors B saye Tom g father
and mother tebhaved banu' i1fully about
Cor marriege and that they're sver s
plem e Mose Hha and Tom are te

live thars for the present, and Mr

Fistohar I» grng (o give Tom 8 Jub

"

‘You ought to be more rareful aot
o meke mwisstatemants, wmy dear”
“Youve jJust
Pude twoe In one panience Tum s
net gelng ta live wilh the Pletehars
for the pravent, but at the county jall
Aund 2 liitie lutor al the Hinte prison
for ®hout savan years or more  Also
Mr Misphan Fietoher ls not going to

wive him & Job The Hinte o guing

to do that for him A nlce sosy Job

AL muking cane seutad ohalie or peg
ging ahoss or’

"Whoat 4o you mean?™ gasped the

wile, “what do you meant"

“I mean whal 1 slaried to say

dummonsd all har ourage and an-« when 1 told you Tom Fistcher waa

LI H

FROM CHILDHOOD TOM FLETCHER AND ROSE MABON HAD BEEN BWEETHEARTS,

and the ssminary dormitoriss, Tom
dropped lightly to the ground and ran
forward to meet the newoomer,

“Oh, Tom!" shs whispered agitated.
Iy, an thelr bhands mel In the dark,
“I had such an awful time getting
bare! Mother Hinkis ssemed to sus-
pect sowpething. Her room's at the
head of tha dormitory sialre. And
she sat thers all evening with ithe
door wide open and the ball lights
turnad up. Bhe's there ysl for all 1
know. 1 couldn’t go past har. Mo 1
found & rope and let mysslf down
from my window, It burt my handa
awfullyl’

“Poor little bands!™  murmursd
Tom, stooping to kiss each of her
smArting pink paims o turn. "Il's a
shama!  Dup's—

“Hut what are we golng to dp about
belng expellad ™ gha hroke In, “father
will be croagy-med sl me, sl the
more beoause iUs you. He bates your
futhar ao!™

“1 wish 1 eould turn all his cranky
tampar o mysslf, gearest,” sald Tom,
“mo you'd get wons of I You ses
[ —

“And 1 feal worssa about vuu than

I da abwout myself,” ahs oried.  “lt's
everiusting disgrace for anybody to
vt expoliod froos  sohiood Butl e

lotm worne for & boy thaw for o girl
For it spolis bis whole eareer. Aud
e all my fault

It wam not your fault,” he dsnisdg;
It owas mine And It was worth e
Ing expeiled for 4f W waren't fur
making sou foel wo unhappy."

It whal are we 1o do*"*

"I'vo thought it all out very ocare
Pally " Mo 1ol her, “and Vys Wit on
the oply solutlon, IUs & darlug sort
of aolution and it will thke lota of
Pluck.  Hut Wil mean & whole 1ot of
happiness for us, Will you do n1

“Yen, of ooursa. What la nut

Waomust get marcied

"Married ' alie  schioad, amased
CHult -

“Wa must get married right away,"
him Insisted "Then wa'll 20 back
Wr parents and wll thism, and i e

\ fate Tor thewm o mabke any kiok

They winy b a Hitle pul sut  about
I Just ml frst. gt Miey love ue s
el et 1o come arvund. And dad's

for you and whare you can get out at
daylight, befors they're up.
you her at 6.30 in the morning. Wa'll
oatel the 549 milk train to Mason-
burg, and go stralght ta the City Hall,
Then we ll geol
that new Preshyterian minisier up on
Avon 1"ace to marry us
know ua and he's bhoan In Masonburg
only & month or two,
Ko o your futher and mother and tell
them all about 1"

she deolared, “you're
You're a regular Napo-
You think of everything."
he contradicted golly,
don't think of anylhing except yow,

for & lcensa,

After that we'll

Aud so they parted for the alght,

Benator Mason sat in tha library of
hin big Douse on Masonbure's widest
Me had Just Ariated
the Appeal's trenchant
count of the preomiing day's fAght in
Mea, and & thres.
eolumn report of cortalp rocent fran-
ohise dRila whersin the Boenwlor was
alleged to huve played & somewhal
duubtful roln

Mason waxod apoplecttec with Indig
NOorwas hism wiath

resldence siroet

nation am he read
losmened by a front page
In wuise of a4 hold. ap man

Ldfe!™ o a grouwp of trembling eity

tiandd woruin him mide, LEyiNg
ansiinge his wmth

va morved oaly

tarror of her
dominating husbhand and pathetically
ansious to pleass him
hind baon wo,
of waddad \ife
she had yenrly grown more Himtd and

mare bBullving and (N Aempered

saya bl prcan WAt ) may
CUBa’s wiiat & had Wi v b
to Judngs when § gl the stiings )
lawysra adviam

“We wera maried this momning,
Tom and I. Just & half hour age.
Wa'eem

An inarticulate roar of truly dread.
ful fervcity from the Senator loters
rupind her faltoring confession,

“"Married?®™ he sputtered, his voloe
drowning a lesssr ory of dismay from
hia wife, “Marred to--to Hisphean
Flotchar's son? You're -you're notl"

“Hut T am, dad,” Ross nslated, very
pale, but with a resolve to atand b
ground. “And won't you forgive us,
plonna?  We love sach other sol
PVieass, dad, dear! Pleasa!"

Hut Henutor Mason was bsyond

ranch of appeal from the swest young  The District Attornsy set forth the
voloa or from the team-brimming eyss Hiate's oases, and prepared to estabe
ralsed a0 plieously o hia distorted lish It Davenport fought him, every
step of the way, Put It was & loving
“Married ™ he mouthed hoarsely, fight. The law wea clear, the faots

face,

ovear and  over agaln, his volee
Brotesdqie o lts uncontrolled fervolty
and chagrine “Married?  Marriod T

OFf & sudidan he whirled to face the
bride and bridegroons

he ashouted.  "Cloar out and keep
ot Bowe, your have married & soouns
divl’s son and you've disgraced me
by duing 1L Afler this your ways to the stand
Are his, not oura 1 wash iy bands teanify that she was not yel eikhtoen,
At the Benator's awn muspestion, (hs
“Nol Not™ hegied Mre. Mason, her :'ul--lll Famdly Hible was lintroducsd
wriva wivund the trembling girk,. “You

wl youl™

Can't mean that 1

T ooan'y hey ™ he yelled, *"Watoh

‘settied pretty satinfastorly.” 'va Just
ouma from the Disiriol Atternsy, and
the aMcoars must ba at  Fletohers
houss by this time, with the war-
rant.”

"I'he warrant ™ ahs repontad dully
“For Tom WMetcher'a arrest on a

charga of abduotion I'erhaps you
don’t know I, Martha, but In this
Hiata the ‘age of conmsent’ 1n sightony
yoaras. Roass won't bs elghtesn for
savaral months, The man who mars
rias & girl under elghtean without
her parents’ conaent is llable to prose-
cution for the crime of abducting her.
It's & very grave felony. And the
courta treat ft with scant meroy.
That's the charge I have just made
agalnat Tom Fletcher. The District

Atiorney has promisad tn push it to

thes very uttermonst.™

Hha ganped at him, speschions with

horror, s went on glesfully:

“That equares my account up to

date with Htaphon Fletcher, too. He
attacks me in hls miserahls newas-
paper. Very good. T sand hia son to

the Hiate primon. Nobody han ever
yot clashsd with Hiram Mason and
won out!*

The trial of Tom Flotoher for ab-
ducting and marrying Itose Mason
was Masonburg’s most sensational
Inw procsdure of the year, True to

hia promiss to his patron, tha District

Attornay pressed the oase for tha

states with & savage vigor that all

but awept tha defensa off ite fest.
Blephen Flotoher and his wifs had

harbored the unhappy Ross in thelr

home from the start, leas for her own

sake than as a parental duty te thelr

son. Daily she went to ths esurt-

room with them. Hhe insisted on
doing this, in tha hope that har pres.
ence might ba of coanfort to her hoy-

huaband,

It was a tedlous task te impanal
& jury, as the proseoution dreaded the
eftact of the young coupls's unhappy
plight upon the average juror; and as
Davenport, Tom's ahrewd counsel,
was aver on ths alart to keep the
' Distriet Attornay from packing the

box with satellites of Mason's,

But at last thes challenges ware ax.
Bauasted, the Jury was complele and

the trlal begun,

wors avidont,

The marriaga lloenas blank wans
produced in court., Rose's handwrit.
ing on It was Identified, It wan seen
sho had started to write "soventoan®
T w aftar tha query as to her age, and
ridar ot of harn bhoth of yeul that sha had laboriously orossed sut
the half-writton word ssd substls

tuted “slehteen™ for 1L,

Honator and Mrs, Manson wera oalind
. one after tha other, 1o

B evidanoe,

Thim enormoun IHble had besn in
the Mason fuimlly for more than two
conturien In ite "stiubintien pagon"
the birthe of seven generntions wers

And sea. Out of hers, the palr of you, rocorded

bafore 1 throw you out tio to the
gulter whers thils brat und his futher
belong oo done with you. et st

“tenator Masan.'" sald Tom stifly,
"youre un oller man thun 1 am, so |
GAN'E CERaly your for speaking so about ol Lear
iy father  1tul nelther wy wife nor Hopt. 3, 1548

I will trouble you pgain.  Uoodby. "

Tauking tlosc's loe - ohilied hand In
his, Tom led the sobbilng wirl out of
ihe houss.  Mra Mason made as

though ta ran out and call them baek
hat ar Busbisod barred thie way,

O ey Uirtle giet! walled the
Frighitoned woman My Witla, Ihttle

gl

Ware well M4 of her!" sonfed

PTho last sty was In Mia Mason's

Gwn uld=taslitonsd hand. 1t read

Tons, daughiter of Hram wid Mar-

thn Mason, barn Mept . 8, Isus

Wientlemon of the pury,” sald tha
Ivimtriet thorney, after Mres Manon
ity verifted the aniry, “you

idswnrve Thoat Mose Mason wans Barn on
The date of mnnr

rlage 1o Thomaw Fletehor  an nttonted

In the ¢ty recorsds, whleh you hava

anii wan Juns 2 188 ‘Thorefors, It

In proved that Thamas Fletoher mar

tHed hoar when sho was s dey under
the aga of seventeen yoars and nine

ol 1 hve shown you Lhe g

Hom of the Pennl Code whiloh doelnres
Ihat marringe to n wirl under the nee
ol slghteen yonrs, withiout the conment
uf her paranis et itites the erimas

ol wbduetion IE ham by shyoewn thal

. Home Muson's parante A0 not gy
Masah Hoshe conld mink Lo marey thelr consent tn tha marrinae. Pha
Nl & feliow lke thal, sle's B0 Higie's case I8 proven as It stande
Muigeg We real.’ ’
——— — - s —
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Novelization By
Mrs. Wilson Woodrow
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COourage,

“Dad! Mother!" wid Rose, nervously,
kissing them one after the other, 'I've some
news for you some tremendou
Promise not 1o be angry.” * * * Draw.
[ Ing Tom forward from the curtained
‘ of the doorway, Rose summoned all her

Freroaps 16 (hat whols souriioem
The jmoml ibveisraie adid ek ee g
Biar wowid wot Just Lhen bave wag
bind e poanny sgslinst cue milion
Guliare o8 Ty Fietoher's chpuode of
g uliind

s muiber @ur Hinusly wiped
el wrem, and ln har beart she prayed
WU e mbgaiel of dresd for & mlra-
vie Lo smve Ler Loy, Blepusn Pistole
B i Taaw was maskiine  Hyl bis
hehcbed bands gripped sach ethar se
lvumivaly Thal e Dalie Wi deay
nte e palme

Mis whil was weeping sloud
Her  Busbands  lrom  Viesge was
alamped with o oold wivmph. He bad
frunned his foe

Fom mat vory wtiN, wary rigid, very

e bin Me duire nol Snliw ward
the Lurror-strivnen Nose (sal he lose
wablral wf Bhusell at sight of her
Leaiiurean Yol lie lunged unsposk-
ALy e ssnfort her, e el her lve

Was wiad o aulter fur hee dear sake,

Davenpurt, stove il the Iny-mom-
beie of Lo audicnve, kiow huw dess
Porwinly lupeleas wWas his yuung
vk s pligbit  Vor, being versed o
OVREy Plhnes of Lhe law, Ue saw the
whnolute perfection of the Listricl Ats
Lutimy'e oame. Thore waa tol & loups
hidle, There was uot a ingal tealnleal-
By, not w Naw, of wideh the delense
Vould take mdvantnge or whoreby
ation ovukd be made for & naw rial

But, being of e bulldog birosd,
Davenport would not yieid, A iesser
advocnte would bave been oontaut Lo
make & pathotlo plea for mercy, to
Point out the youth and mutual love
wnd innuosice of Hivintent on e part
of the youny ocuuple-hoping thus to
sullon the jury's verdiot or o shorten
Lho ennuing sontance

Hut that wes uol Davenport's wAY,
In front of Lim wross the towerin
wall of evidenos against Tom- a wil
thet Us Lodloved was absolitely lme
proghnabile. Yot against the wall Dave
CLHPOrt now  huried hlimself, svokin
W dmmar (ot some biekod throug
which he oould drag bls olent to
sufoly

Ui odd featurs in the prosscution's
case Lad lmpressed him, snd woile
he wot no apecinl valus on it, yet It
Waa Agalust this that he begas b
Kannult,

He recalled Mra, Mason to the
stand and made her repeat her for-
mor testimony of having entered the
date of Rose'a birth In the family
Hible. Mrs. Mason was In & wretohed
condition of nervousneas, and borders
dig uwpon bivakidown, HBut she guve
her avidence without s flaw, and all
could sos It was the truth,

“Mrs. Mason,” went on Davenport,
“you have testifled that you wrote
this entry In the Hible, and that you
dld o within thres weeks aftor Hoss
Mason waas born. How did It hap-
pen that bher father did not write 07"

“He waa not at home," said Mrs.
Mason, “He waa in Kurops, He had
gune to Moscow on legal business for
the government, He was ubssnt from
Lhin country for ten monthe. He did
not return untll Rose was oearly four
wenthe old,"

"I weo, We will go Into that Iater,
Mrln. .\'Iur:ml\. o you :u.ww the law re.
Gulres thut a record made of
birth, marrings or death e

I did not know,"

“Do you know that there ls abso-
lutely no record In the board of health
lr-s-nls'u of Rose Mason's birth 7"

L ‘..‘l

"“There is not. I azamined the ar-
chives while 1 was preparing thia
cass. Yol you have sald ahe was
born in this olty on Sept. , 1858,

“Your Honor," apoke up the Dis-
trict Attorney, “that |s rondlly asz.
dulned. Mra. Mason has sald she

new of no such lnw, Menator Mason
wian absent from home'—

“If your honur pleases,” sald Daven.
port, “that i uo oxouse, The lnw dnea
not require the parents to make sueh
ontry, It In the provines of the nt«
tending  physician—whether in the
cane of birth or death—and of the
olergyman and the licenss olerks in
tha enne of marrlage. Mrs, Muason"
he resumoed, turning agaln to the wits

ness, “what physiclan was in attend- It

ance when your daughter, Rose, wan
born

"I~ don't ramember.” faltered Mra,
Mason,

"You don't remembar the physician
who attended you when your onbly
ohlld was born T axcluimed Daven.
port, natonished,

"NoM

*I'hen what nuree 414 you hava?

"Harah Waltera" sald Mrs. Manon,
"She was with mae from the yoar of
my martinge until Ave yeara ago”

"I know the Walters woman,” ane
pwercd Divenport; "ahe 18 now acting
An housckeeper In my sisters funlly,
WHh the pourt's permission | shall
aend for her 1a" -~

UNal"™ Intervened Mra, Mason flur-
edly, "“Now that 1 come Lo think of
11, Marah wan not with me whon Jtose
wios orn, I remember now, Mhe wan
thieatoned with consimptnn— uber.
cilonin—and | sont her to Saranae for
nenrly & year.  Hhe rotuened to us
fust befors Senntor Muson got back
from Puropn

rhen o whio A1 Ret an your nurse at
that thime

o don't peeall™

YMew, Mason!" sxelnlmed Daven.
port, “do you mean to el ths eourt

that any mother can forget sueh fine.
portant  elraumstances nttonding tha
birth of her andy edd®  You eannot
Peigeinhnl the nntie of the doclop or
fhe nuarsa®  Whio I your family physi.

1 “n

“Puwitor Colfan ™

“Haow long bas s attended yvour
Family '

Yol den't know.  Blues my mars

" Plages, | think "

"Then he must have attendsd you
whan Hose was horn and he must
have moma record of her birth, even
though he ssvma 0 Lave heplecied

o maks mantion of It I
prassriied by law | wili
W vl Lioptor taiftas. N
Nul" sasin bruke In ‘-
Wik vistbiy  ncTeasing
"I mmeimber pow st
o sttendence
“You did st eall in pour swa
iy doctor theat And
mninber who was onlled
have uover bess  wore
bysivians st & time In
 will be an sany''—u
“Your Mouwur!” oried the
Atturney, Boling Mre Mason'
“I have lislsusd  patisstly
Hue of irrslevant yusstionlng,
I wiow iy sarned opponsnd
hopsioss cane Hut the o
uliy e belug tampared wi
Gussl o Kiuw wWhat the
Phiyeivinn hea 1o do with
that Thomes Fietcbher s
shdue tioty and" ——
“Thumsae Fielaher has net
roved gullty of sbdue
fober,"contradicind Daven
wlhiule guestion of his
hinges on losa Mason's
thai wightesn yenre oid  There
vourt record of her age,
fiusl ba sstablinhed by von
Williesmim wid by sioillar
The unly known witness Is &
wha nprurunllr reculls Do
har ohilid's birth except Lhat
slie, thiree weeks later, mads ai
I o family Mule The Bible,
Houor, In & sacred and unlm
ably truthful book. But the
unimpeachnbiliity doss not inel
revords that are placed in It by
Hbla mortuls,  Kapsaially, by & wome
au whoss memory has proved se
cantricully dafective as this wi
1l crave pormissivn to go on
queations”
"I ebjectl" oried ths Distrigs A

ney,

“Objection overrulad,” 4
Judye, after & mosneut's
Hun,  “Uo on, Mr. Davenport

I'ne District Attorney took
tlen, The exception was noted,
anport resuimed;

“Mra. Mason, you have
making a certaln entry in your

I8 Rible. You ware not under oath

you wrote that entry. You are :

et now, Do you sstemnl |

in the o8 of Almighty |

ll‘:l.:?“' as0n waa bora on -
“I—1 don't know.” whispered M

Mason, white and panting, -
“I'nink, madami’ urged

with fearful earneatness, “think, ]

fors you anawer., Whan you

under oath K 1s not to & mere

You are speaking, nor evea te

oourt, but to your Creator. To

Craator to whom

xive account 01;1 g o

ranotity or vioelation. ask you

;-.-;v.n;h Mason born on la

“No—no!" whispared ths shuddess
ing woman.

A gasp ran throush the conrd
The Distriot Attorney lurched n
foel, but sat down again,

“I—the records—on June L MM
mumbisd the witness,

“Gentlamen of the jury”
Davenport, his volce ringing
xiad oxcltamant. “You have seen
mar record. It is dated
1914, t the time of her
Rosn Mason waa sighteen yeate
one duy oid. Bhe waas of logal
marry. The chares of abduotien
to ploces, The'——

‘1 objeot!™ bawled the du e
Diatriet Attorney. “The withess A
beoome con and"——

“It's true! It's truel"
Maaon, all at once breaking inte !
teria and springing up from the
ness ohalr. It Is wrus! wao ‘
elghtesn laat month. And—and she
lan't my ohild at all. We had
marriad seven yoars, Hiram
\\'chh:d no children. d“. s
A child. And wo were drawing apart,
boacause we had nons. He was gets
ting tired of me., I thought I
hold his {ove If we had a child,
he was in Europs | went to the Foun-
dling asylum at Bulter, and
ose, Eha was so little and X
that I could tell him ahe was ®res
months younger than she really
And T wrote it that way In our
Bhe wasn't my baby at all. I
Know whomse she was. Her
died at the Losplial when she was
born, She was a siranger In thom
They kave me the records of
birth at the aaylum und"—

Hhe sank back In her ehatr, h
Amld the uproar whioh the

gavel failed to cheok, Tom F

for the first time (ot e eyes

“f“m ‘®. To the horrined girl his

of mlark samagn was one of d

Hhe vowerad before It and pw“
binde ovar her eyen,

“lt him take her!™ snarled Mae
aon above the din,  “A foundling
In fit wife for & mon of Htephan Flatohe
er”

I for my won T mhouted Mstobes,
"We don't marry nameloss foundlings,

wa VWictchers! 1l have the marriage
annulled and"-—

Hose walted to hear no mors,
the guaping moan of & hurt
shie ran frium the room,

Tom, gettinge o glhmpse of her
sprang sfier her, but the satts
thrust him baok,

"Walt it you're  formally  @les
chnrged, youngster!™ growled a po-
Hovtne Phes'll turn you lsose plene
ty s, tow.*

it dita (he strest rushed the teps

Filhod gedel b hor oars rang the it
tor words of Mason and  Fletcher.
Htamped deep Into hor tortired pemes

ary wan the supposed disgust she bad
rend In Tom'a vyes
O whe ran without definite alm o
purpose.  Hor only thought was t
vl awny from every ons @he
:n- wn-#von Tom Hhe 1004
she could never comw hack,
(End of Tenth Btory,)
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