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CHAPTER XXII.
It ed |

Hart's Uitimatum,

ART nodded. He nnde no
reply

Havage glanced sharply

at this visttar, whoss dumb.

ness was boginning to be
dissoneerting.

"We're not In shape to buy o drop

for nearly n yonr'

Hart spoke.  “"Heventy-five cents,
Thut's vur fugure”

Bavage Wlirled  auddeply  in his
ehalr, e glared at Hare,

Then he laughed
You tellows think Pm s fool!™ he

sxploded, “You dun't know the
pltuation. | called vou hers o tell
u that P'm willing to take on &

undrad thousand burrels I"'l wour
storuge-—at ninetespn conts, Ul do it
to stave off hard times amung the
weers, I ean afford that much,
t 1 won't be abla to make any
contraota. You understand now.*
“Hura" Hart rose and started for
tha door, “And you understand-—
asventy-five oontn, Not a drop woes
out until then” He had his hand on
the knob when Havame snarled:
“Walt!™
Hart paused and turned.
ve you our figures.

L | Bavame

the words out. "Il tell you

how you stand. Two miillon barrels
on d now, and"——-

*Just & moment,” Hart Interrupted
aquistly. “I'l not talk about your own
ures—that twenty-five million bar-
" He al ywed a trace of sarcasm
to eresp into hia wvoles. “But 11 tell
you A You've overestimated the
avallable supply by one-fourth. The
axency has just a IMtle more than a
milllon and a half bareels for sale”

“Pah!" Bavape laughed again, 1
know, Two milllon.*

“You're counting tha oll from my
gusher,” Hart retorted swiftly. "That's
not for asale. Only one-tenth of It
The rest don't go on the market dur-
ing the Mght. Not ono drop more
than Afty thousand barrels”

He turned the doorknob, and over
hin ghoulder he snid guietly: “And our
prios s seventy-tive cents”

Ho was able to ace the astonishiment
that swept over Savage's face

“That's one jolt for him, anyhow™
he sald to himself, as he gained the
hallway. “Huwll do - some thinking
over that "

CHAPTER XXIII.
Three Twenty-Dollar Pieces.

- I-1

HE General Dacitic had bullt
a now depot two years le-
fore In Kerntield, s strues
ture upon whose framework
wire screening  had  been

stretched, mnd over that wire sereoiis

Ing & rovugh movtar hod been spread.
The agency had allowed no salary

to Hart, but it bad given him an ex-

peise wecount in keeping with the
importance of his task, Outl of that
Iy wvcaunt, by thuse various seif-
dendiln, e had monnged to save the
sum of sixty dollars.  Thess wixty
dollurs — thres  twenty-dollar  guld
placos— worn In his povket now,

Hart stood "Y the steps of the dusty
day conch. ‘The brakemuan reached
up to selse a suil case,  Jean came
into sight; then Hart bhad her In his
nrma.

Jagoby ocame In A& ocarriage.
walted (n the lobby with Hart,

HW!.( Jean eigerged from the sle-
vator. The little travelling dresa had
Lrcome an evening xown,

The carrings rolled smoothly over
Kerafield's olled streets, until, far out,
it rattled over a driveway of finely
orushed bLiluesions and stopped be-

& wide door, deep within a lawn
dotted with shrubbery and shuded

b | trees,
Wlum ﬂ.:u‘ngn was paltting In ons
end of the sutumohlile's renr seal. He

He

was leaning back Into the corner,
*What dld that fellow meun by
that talk of not selling his oli*" The

question had bothered bhlin at differ-
ent timea that day, Now he fmma‘n

Anawer; 9
“He's looking to @ell out himsell.
Buvege loansd forward in the oxoite.

" ment af that discovery

“Humph!” he mutternd. “Funny |
badn’'t the senmse to sre that before'”

b

CHAPTER XXIV,
The Rribe.

EING a complax mechnnism
of marvalona eMelency, the
Unitad was ofien likenad 1o
n monster, with senscs, and

motives, and apperite, Pt
the United was only & mnachine,
whose purposs was to get crude ol

Into one end of avery pipa line nt the

lowast possible price, wnd to divigores
It from the pther end ot the highost
poanible irice

Gearge long sept o telogram to

Elnh Hart The messnge found
& another Deld

-—— =

R. BECHDOLTY

Two dayr inter Hart ontered Loag »
eMoma b Betnbad i
Frank Lotg shook his fnger ahd
ihies beibh bid bisoad e vilar)
i el e R o
Mart shes coed w0k an equal sure

e T R 2
Held on )ians You wpat TH
ule hat i You are uu,
tlamt wie  Buppoelng Fue mew
get=—mnot [} conty, Lyt §1 -

Then revelstion came 1o Hart He
sww the cujert of this swimusake—Ahe
bribe which lang was ofuring. I

Ll wan Bihery, f s pamorialiah mus’
v despersia  Bo be essid bnjpan
eivily

“I'd AEnt harder for dellar o) than
b owsnid for T4 went il

long fromuned &l the svasion |l«
e Wharply ‘I ean offer
it a barivl lTor yuur can

i yuull sl wlny '
n|l, tu whom? Mart
“Tu the tdeneral 1's

e
oifle *

Yo know whom 'm working fo
Taong's thee bad a drawn sppearanos.
s b anwwersd |

Hart leaned bhaek In Wie chalr. ")
won't go un Waiking this way o you" |
he wnli “F don't care who would by |
W, anyhow. It all comws from the
o gumitar  Wut now 1 say whst
I sturted to say when you Interrupt
vd with that proposition. | went inte
this ta wet T contes Por my oll. Te
el Thpt |t was Decossary to seours -
Thotent prioe for every one. I'm Agh'
g fur tha! price. Now, to malis
purer of winning, 1 teok all of wy
wwn ol off the market —all hut one
tenth of L Fm golug 1o kesp the
teet i slorame, George, IF 1 have to
hald 1t for five years. The prioe in
Mol o come r I, teo, era'll

be demand enourh Por I later on
That's my plan of action, Taot's pot
bother over uny more (alk about ofl
priees You don't want to buy, and

I don't want to sell to.day™

Long remained silent for a minule
MHis fuce had lost that drawn look
MHut Yo repeated-—-an he balieved from
the bottom of Wae heart “Mrank,
et "0 oguit voor, those others. They're

Vooking out for number ons, the whaole
ach of them™
S hald them torethor® Hinrt sald
Antetly He louksd at his wateh

“I've ot to go now! (t's past noon™

CHAPTER XXV.
The Battlefield of Industry.

HAT afiernoon Hart went to
Jacoby, In the First Na- |
tlanal Rank Le met & man
whose face semned vaguely |
familine, an old man with

# ehin beard and no mustacha,

When he saw the Httle banker sit-
ting before his desk, Hart remem-
bered, It wias the old man with whom |
he had seen Jnooby on the night of
tha mass mesting,

“Lewin wan just here,” Jrnoby sald;
“thes President of the Ametrean Com.
pany. 1 wish you'd coms sooner."
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Hart bocame eager at once. Amor.

fean Ol waa the anly Inrge producing that we had a ittle more than & mill-

company which had not takey sldes
In the fAight., It owned a pips line,
and a flest of tank ahips.

Two days befora the sochadulsd
mecting, Mart got a massage from
Willlwm Havage, inviting another in-
terview, That worning be went to
Bavagn's oMoes,

YHit down,”
"I aont
offar.'

Haort noddad.
naked quletly

“Pwenty-five cents. We'll take an
two-year contruclts with your psaple
for that fgure. For the msake of
the''—

Hart aross. "You got my figure
lust time | saw you., It's the sams
to-day.” He went out from the
ollcw,

Hut Savoge, sitting there alone,
siilled, while the lines of craft
equl, ned about his eyus.

Hari wos thoughtful leaving the
bullding. He was trylng to ses the
purposs of the lnterview,

That  same afterncon, when he
bought w copy of the Kermfleld eve-
ning puper, he road an necount of the
offer on the Arst page, and o statos
ment from Bavoge, expressing plty
for the well owners, Mo realiged the
motive now, The snemy hind fired (e
lunt saivo into the wavering band of
twenty.four,

Hurt sent two telograms that ave.
ning, and the noxt morniig Olds and
Porter came to the Bouthern Hotel
“"Here's what 1| want,” sald Hart,

“The tanks In Kernfleld—the tanks
that the associntion and the United
elilm are now storing ten m [Hon bar«
tels, | owant Hrst<hand Information,
pliowing Just how much oll (hose
tanks have in them te-morruvw night.”
He paused.

Olds and Porter lookad at him in
wlleneo,

“I want thoss tanks gauged to-mors
row evaning" Hart went on quietly,
5 "(Jood Lord!™ Olds erled. "Do you

now' ——

Bavage sald tersely
for you to maks you nnp
“What is

it™ he

Yl know's=llart spoke calmly—
“there  are  ten-fool, barbed.-wire
fonces, You wanl to have wire snip-

pers. Thers are watchmen., You want
to keep an aye on them. It will nesd
ahout n deoron of you=and & Fnuge
line to pvery man.'

Ha paussd and looked at the two
of them sarneatly. Then, alowly;

“1t will be hurry-up work. 1t need
nerve, (le! wood men, men You can
depend upon. And mon who sre will.
ing to do what they started out te do
=0 matler what tries (o stop them—
or how."

CHAPTER X\VI
Tuenty-three Mulineers.
HE next evenine Hart oama

to the Southern Hota! dur.

ing e dinner hour, e

atayed away all that day.

In the lobby of the Southern, Hart
found Doherty,

Hart callod the meating to order,
At last the minutea were concluded,
Abruptly a man arvse, i dressing the
chailr.

“Just a moment, Mr. Barker," Hart
skl quictly, Now he knaw their
tender, He paused an Barker sat
Aown. Then:

“sines thus agency organiged, the
Wuprersion hay been wpreading that
woe B 2000, M0 boapeels of oll on the
manrknet More than & month ago 1

mw Wilism Savage. [ told him then

fon and a half barrels, 1 ok oft the
market my oll—all but one-tenth of
it. 1 did that to cut down supply, [
know you would ratify my wnetion. 1
want some one to make a motion to
that effect now,"

e made the announcement slowly,
In wn even volee, He watched thele
faces,. He saw wsurprise come over
them, then bewllderment,

Then Harker arose aguin. “You
menn you told Havage that?' he de-
mnniled,

“1 told Bavage. [ told George Long
Liter, when he interviewed me for
the Petroleum  Awssociation, 1 told
Jucuby of the Firgt Natlonal. Elther
of Lhe lutter two will corroborate It
Bavige knows It is so”

Harker mtood frowning; perplexily
wan written on his face, ’

“INd Ravage tell you otherwise thia
afternoon?™  Hurt shot the guestion
at him and smiled,

Birker flushed. His frown deep-
Pllll'd. “"l'll. nmkoltllo motion,” Le sald
abruptly: "withdrawing al our
but 50,000 barrels' T NN

Hiarker roso; he thrust his hands
decp Into his pockets, Ho threw
back his shoulders.

“"We appreciate the stand you've
taken,” he bowed to Hart. 'We have
svery faith In your bomalr. Hut we
do not belleve in your method, We'rn
facing ruin,  All of us, You're koeep-
Ing us all in the dark. You're sinerro,
We fecl that, Hut you ean't make It
And we can't afford to let you go on
further—doing we don't know what—
and bringing no resulta'

Frow all party of the room came a
sudden “A-n-n-h!"

“This afternoon some of us saw
Bavage. He offered us 26 cents and
two-year vontraots, We've got our-
selves to look out for. Wae've got
nearly 200 other owners to protect,
Wa've got a whole Industry, nd wo
eannot stand It any longor. We hive
conforred, and we've declded to take
thut offer’

Hart smilod his hard, tight smils,

Parker waited In tho tense sllonoe;
then, suddenly, In a loud voles, us If
It were bursting from him, beyond
him control: “I make the motion, Hell
for 25 eentn.  Accept the offer ™
CHAPTER XXVII.
The Raiders.
LT In the darkneas nenr tha
wentern limita of Kernfisld
& dogen men were orouching
~ In the deep slindows of a
lumbar yard
Hart atond facing the twenty-thrne
mutineers in the Southern Hotel Al-
ready the room was 0Olling with a
haen of clgar amoke  Throuklh the
bluie mist he saw  thelr syss upon
him; hoatlle, unflinching.
"Gentlemen,” ho sald gulet!y, 1 In-
tend 1o keep you from selling our ol
for that Agure— just on the eva of vics
tory. You trusted mie th the bagin-
ping, [ fought for you. If you will
trust me now [ will have sovauty-five-
cant oll within n weak "
They sat befors him, silent; but
their ayes contradictad him
“Now," ho sald stowly, 'l am golng
to give You the evidenos ™
Ho reached Jown to the tabla be-
*lde him. He ploked up the napers
arddl begnn to read the reparts, delibs
erotoly and with slgnificant smphasis.

Thus an Hhour dragked by

"he wsontry who  onee morsa  had
atolen  owr fraan the lumber  yarie
came back this thues with A toense
AwWiTinoess Now,”  he whispered,

‘both watohmen bave gons away ob

thelr rounds. We've got two houra"

It was Olds, He was trembling as &
fox terrier trombles, or & blooded
horss focing the barrier.

“I'orter, you take the United lanks
We'll hundle the Association. You fal-
lows, have those wire nippers 1eady.
Weo got to hustle If we ever sxpact Lo
make "

There was & faint sound of metal
touching muotal. A fash light threw
a clrele of radlancs upon the ground

“Keoop that lantern in your pocker!”
growlsd a vules,

Two groups of men stola forth
through the darknoss, They seoparated.
Kach group fAitted through the night
toward ons of the tank villages,

About esuch cluster of oll tanks &
fenca of barbed wire extended, ton
feot In haight, And pow, beside such
fence, there was a blur In the dark-
ness,  Into the night came the shary,
rasping eliok of metal sbearing metal,
It lasted but & moment. Thon silence,

The blurs melted away. Atong the
tinll stesl tanks, looming thera darker
thiun thoe night itself, singla forms
wors cresping. Along the alde of one
twnk w form orawled upward, One
after another the ralders began climb-
Ing tho steol ladders which led 1o the
mul.e‘;mltu. o . Atk

Olds lay prons upon the roo n
ol umt.‘|r In the thick night which
enwrapped him he listened intently,
About him came faint nolsos, of
bodlea scraping over metal; allght,
sharp blows. Closs bestde him & box-
like inclosurs stond.  He ran his hands
along the sldes of thin; they wore
minde of hoavy bullder's paper. He
mads o swift movement with his
right arm, thrusting forward, then
aweeping downward; thera cams the
woutnd of ripping paper. He had eut
away ons alde of the Inclosurs,

Nuw tm was leaning over the man-
hole which gave (hgross 1o the vast
tank, He Dushod bis searchlight duwn
Thers lay below huos & smoolh,
Kleaming surface-the unmistakable
glistoaning of oruds oll

Oddly enough, the alght of that oll
surface brought po dimniy to Qldas,
Hoe hud guoaged other tanks bafure
this Done He unrolled his gaugs
e and dropped It For & muwmeat
wltor strihing that surface the plum-
met At the lines (oot desoanded slow-
1y, encvuuntering the oll's reaistunoe.

He gtols away to the hols in the
boarbed wire fonce; he emerged from
the tunk yard, and hurrind to the ren.
ArEViues betweon  tw  Iaimber pilos,

"You're keeplng us here Harker
wan protesting, “and for no reason
that you will give™

“I'in kowping you here bacauss you'd
betray two hundred other men if [ lst

you Ko, | ask you W wall for the
rake of

Hart go' no furthar. A footfall
aounded n the poassage, Another fol-

jomed. A kKnock resoundsd on the
dour

Mart threw back Ide head.
men, wo'll sea how
Come in!"

Ulda entered the room; Porter came

at his hecls.
Hart apoke svenly: “"What 4id you
find?
Oldn started toward him,
“You did 11 Hart asked sharply.

"Now,
thingn stand,

Olda nodded. His breath was etill
coming hoeavily, as if he had beon run-
nos, Hin eyvs were allght. "Tell it

l?! the rest of then” Hart command-
od,

“"Wa gauged the tanka” Olds Degun,
with & quesr cateh in his breath,
“Uauged all of them™ His woloe
roised with his excitemuent.  “Listen,
rentlemen!  They haven't one hun-
dred thousand barrels of ol thers
whare they clatm ten milllon. Those
tanks are full of water, with a foot of
oll Aonting on top of 1"

RBuddenly the others comprahended,
They leuped from thelr ohnirs. Thole
volees rose In wild, osultant babble.

“Tunka Mied with woter!™ “Not a
hundred thousand barrels'™  “Think
of that!™ “0Oh, what s hlufr!* “Men,
we've got them now!™ “He's maved the
wituation” “"Hart, you did 1!

CHAPTER XXVilI.
To Compromise or Not.
ITE rald upon the tanks wans
one of those news stories
which foree thelr way to
front poagen.  And everys
where mon spoke of the oll shortage,

Hast walted for capltulation. Thae
agency had given him absolute cone
trol again. He had the bargain in his
hands. He wos to judge the terma.

Theoo duys he walted In Kernfeld,
and no word came from the enemy
Huvage had left town, so suen told
him,

And now Hurt's surencss beoame
greator than Limsolf.  lle could aee
nothing but the issus for whioh ha
had fought —saventy-five-cent oll.

Ba, when he opened a telogram In
the lobby of the Southern on the third
morning und  pead  thean worde:
*Would Hke to tnlk with you in my
office at 10 o'olovk—Havage"” Hart's
facn showed no exultation,

Savoage sat by the wide desk. He
sennnd to have shrunken a jittle,

“Well,"” Bavage sigosd, "'1'1l do busi-
ness with you"

Hart actiled himaelf mora comfort-
ably In the woft leather clialr. Ha
mnde no reply

“You Kot us the other night” Sav.
apre placed hin slbow on the deak, and
restod bis ohin In the palm of his
hand, staring st Hart with lacklustre
eyss.  “You ot us’ he repeated
heavily,

Inrt remained dumb

“What™ Havage thrust his square
ching forward in the palm of hia
band -"do you ask?

USeventy-five.cont  oll, thires.year
contructa,” jlart suld sluwly,

“I ean glve vou fifty cents snd
thras-year contracts '’

Hart started to riss  Savage sat

down heavily “Kenp your chale
e sald. 1l am telling you what I
van do"

“Soventy-flve-cent oll.” Tha uitd-
matum sprang trom Hart's ips an
though 1t were & puwer bayond hlm,

Havags spoks “'Sigty-two and &
half eonia, thres-year contracts ™

Hart rose. Ha (atended to ko now,

KRavage turned his head silghtiy. sl
Inoked at him agnin.

spechitl 1eatures,
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“It'a all 1 ean 40" he sald, and his
eyos proclnimed that he had spolken
the truth,

Atid the first temptation that he
had faced left Hart then. Ho walked
over to his chalr and sat down agaln.

“Filx up papors” be sald quistly.
1"l do It

When be and Havage bhad aMxed
thelr signatures to the agreement,
Hart rose

Hut us he was walking toward the
door, Savage callsd out to him. Hart
turned. Havage was scowling again,
Min fist was olenched before him on
the table, He spoke thickly,

“Liston!"” he sald. “You got me in
the middis of the road, with a shot-
wun lo your hand, You held me up.
Dut you'll never get me that way
again!™

CHAPTER XXIX.
The House That Hart Built.

HAT night Hart went home,
In Karnfield rejolcing men
sought Bim, cager to give
him homage. Hin name wan
on the llps of those whin
the atrects and the hotel

crowded
loblien.

Out on the saffron plain, under a
aky an olear and warm as though It
wore  atill  sumanertime, he spent
doya with Jean  ‘They marked out
the site for their houss, They saw
the lumber eome, In the van of a
long prooession of heavy isams and
traction sngines,

Oina afternocon, when ths house was
butlt and all the furniturs installed,
when all the lttle things which make
a home unlike any other four walls in
the whole world, were in thelr places,
Hart turnsd his eyes to the oll field
wgaln.

It was time for him to fight once
maore,

Ite went out with Lawson that af-
tornoonn,

The auto wan entering tha town of

Midway Lawson jerked his hoad to-
waril o cluster of frame bulldings off

tn one side from this maln streat.
Thesa ones-storisd  structures bore
gaudy signn,  Thelr doors were wide

open: from thom eams many nolsas;
thumplng planos, soufle of fest, voicas
upraised in mirth and dispute, wom-
ou's ahrill, unmusical shriekings.

“Whisky How," sald Lawaon

Hart was looking at the nelghbor-
hood of 1il reputa. ke was frowning.
Heforn the doors of thoss bulldings
wers many men

“Who are thoss fellows, B4™ he
wnleed nhruptly

Lawson  siulled "Hpreoklsa  and
Eyan were downtown last pight. They
tuld me about them. Thay're gun-
mean "

“Gunmen! Hart exclaimed,

Homamber In tha old Buaker River
daya™" Lawson asked. "“"When the
ruliroad and the Potrolsum Associs-
tion were fighting over elalma® They
had two or threas bhattl rving to tear
dirwn asscanment dercicks, Well, theso
ite the same bunch that the rallroad
hired. Lord knows who brought them
hore. Home of the LIE companies, |
Aupponn

“Humph!"™ Fiart muttarsad. “Dirive
out to our dorriek on No 238, E4."

When they arrived at the noaked
1w which stood here with nelther

whod nor derrick Louss, Hart ¢litnbed
from the mochine He walked about

L]
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t's & buman, bumoreons and Wmely
~ remasce with o dosh of politics and o

the pleave, and whes be oo

fa:n mas grave

e bach bie

Poes twe sutos ot hers ' e said
Nod -y

Laspm ptarsd sl the Unrke Ne
Froom el P gk mg e he aald
owm Ly any whe wugld 'ry e Jump
i

I oniy wsnow that Bavags would
Hihe Lo bt we, and il's & gued cleloe

Hart regplind gube s
—

CHAPTER XXX,
The Fight Restimed,

HEN Mart came tnte the Ny,
ing rooin ke found his wife
giving dlrections te the e
ness sarvant

“Lawson's coming over ta

v maied

she sald lghtly

dinner™
" gl
Wien dinner was announced Law.
s ahd Viegtole cmme Inte the hotise,
The twu men looked at cach other with

B little wedf conmclountess. The twe
worms v looked ot each othar with ne
[ any suich smbarrassment | yet
thelr eves held the mora complets un-

Tisie

derstanding

A mwitt, henvy footfall sounded on
the veranda. A ktook resounded on
the doar

Hart stiffencd in his chalr. Jean was

aofn her feet now boside bit, and he
wrom "Comie ! e erled sharply.
Hpreokles whtersd tha room s

ryen wors wide  Mis face woan whits

e wnm bireathing heuvily, an if he had
Leen running hard

Hart staried toward him
It Hpreckies

"What Ia
e anked quivtly.

L owanded toowon you, Mr. Har*
His voles was tense.  Then, as (f the
nows wore foo mueh for him, and

must oul at anes

FChey'ra goln' to pull that assess-
ment derrfok off of the ¢laln  on
Twenty -five!"™ he eried,

“What s 187 How did you hear?
oth mien ankod thelr queationa st the
samn thme,

I wus down on Whisky Row, 1
happennd along there, you Know. |
At He cast an all vxcumes
with a sort of desparation, “Toakin' »
drink,"” he went on, with his aves on
tha fMloor; “and 1 happened to hear
st of that bunch of gunmen down
there., Thay wan talkin' together, and
thay didn't notice me. ‘They was pretly
drunk, anyhow, And 1 listenad whila
thoy waas tellin® what they was goin’
to di. Then ons of them says iU was
the derriek on Twenty-five thay must
ot toenight.  And after that they'd
look aut for the other things, And
they was a-bragwin’ of how they'd xo
atomtdnight and hiave 1t off Inalde of
an hour. An auto truck was to ?ull
awpny, Thera's rig bullders ﬂoll.ll to
put anothor up and start work.'

tlart pulled out his wateh. “Half
past nine,” ho wald quistly, Then:
Srhat's Havage "

“*Fwo hours and & halt,” Lawson
muttered, And turned to the tool dress-
er. “Hprockles, get down to the bhunk
Louss, and thean to ths number two
well, Tell the men to drop work and
walt for us™

Spreckles nodded. He hurried away
without another word,

Hart spoke quistly:
the plage™

"I'l‘lrn uum a alngla-shot Sharp's. 1
own an sutomatio. 1 think Byan has
ung, too' \

Hart nodded. 1 tall you, EJ, you
maks that maching burn up the road
th Munset, You ean get rifiss thers,
wnd help, e back in an hour, or an
hour and & half, Il tike the men
out to the derriok, Chances ln'lhul
when you coms, the others won't be
moving yst. We'll hold her down all
right."”

By the time they had reached the
assosmmant derriok on Twenly-five he
had the battle arrunged.

The derrick was but an open
fraomework of timbers, to hold the
cinim according to the lnw.

Ho now, ns he disposed of the men
about the plues with shovels digming
W four-wided rifie pit, Hart thought
awiftly,

l"or’. jong time the soraping of
shovels on dry sarth was the only
pound. Hhortly after the work was
done Hiart caught & fuint humming
from afar, Two stroaks of pale light
crept toward them on the plain.

“Lawson!"™ Hart sxclnimed,

Tawson stopped the auto at tha
very sdgn of the earthen hreastworks.
He clambered forth, both arms laden
with riflos,

“Fight of them,” hs snid, “and car-
tridios to burn, I looted the town of
guns.  And theretl he nnhl.hsr' party
out Insids of two hours He
chueklod,  *When I oame through
Midway, T ran slow., And 1 think |
saw your buneh, Hpreckles—a doxen
of them, all drunk, and howling like
wolves '

Thore followsd an hour of silenos,
At last thers camn & heavy, throbbing
mutter, which grew into a pounding
roar. “Aute truck'” Lawson whis-
pered into Hart's #ar.

Tue ronr grew iouder; nearer, Hut
there was no path of radianes. The
cllin Jumpers were coning without
Highta, They could hear the varlous
nolses of the sogine and the anarl of
violone

Hurt leansd forward, holding his
rfle In buth hands,

Abruptly he straightened,

“Stop where you are!" he shouted

Bllence ngaln. The darkfass gave
no sign.  Then once more he heard
the sound of moving feel, Hart
ptooped to peer forward the better.
And avon as he bent Jown there cama
& atreak of orat we flame In the night
pomething snarled abave his lower
hend: o venomous craok resounded
Jess than 100 yardas away

Out of the dorknoas cams another

“Any muns on

mtrend { fire. Then almost et the
same instant s third
“All right, boys. CGlive It to them!™

art crouched and fired as ho dellve.
erad the command. About him sound-

od n scattering of reporis
“Holt hard!" he called, The shoot.
ing stopped.

A yell of agony resounded from the
darkness ahead, It was succesded
by a devp groan.
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Then & velos shoulnd
wunding «wn the
Sute ek elsrtied N8
MHuly smsiket ﬂ-rﬂ
Mok leaped ta hig feel,

At kel iustant  savlher
fiatne iva sod inde the L e
[N o trench Mart
Flod groan He thought H
e Yniee

The snemy was in full
By Wuk gumired awuy
of upralssd volees went wit

Must ettt down. “"Whe

he asked WL
ewered him  “Lawsof, h‘
fainied, | think"

They careind the senseloss
the front steps of (he Bungsbow,
aiid Viewinia HMenry mot them
downgp Nelther woman sald
Thelde lowas wore whils;
wide,

HErAnge & they
thetr ministrations 1o the

inan as If they had haan
thore, expocting Just this ghi

And Hort saw how Vieginlae
fare soemed to hava Frown
alder during theas few hours.

CHAPTER XXXI.
The Riggest Gusher in

HE doector came from
within the hour. We
nounced that the bullet
broken Lawson's collar
and had lodged In one

the  musciea of the baok,
Ians thers was polsoning he
recauvar

Puring the days and nights
sicoesded, Virginia Honry
at the bungalow.

Ho, ona day, when Lawson
axnin able to supervise the work,

thuugh he waa »till somewhat
and rather weak, Hart got the
from his wife. Lawson was golng 49
bulld a bungnlow near to y
Tha lumber waa coming out
the week. The wedding would “
place when It was done, L
Al of thess things came about a8
they bad been decided. And one eves |
uning, when Lawson and Vipginia §
coms back from Kernfleld inte
home, Hart and Jean nmrm

the houwsewarming, Thers a
mure than a dusen guasts.
Ten days Iater the s

hl"mlx' htin a :l;lhnr. It was the
oot fountaln ofl in the history
the industry—lar,

the Russlan fields, It was
vel of the producing wond, :

Hart o over with Laweoa to ase
th; black fountain,

he next moining Jacodby talee
phoned trurr:l Kernfleld.

“Come amnd sce me thia afternsen
about that pipe-line tion "
nll that Jacoby sal art
from the telephone to
the auto,

That afternoon he
his office with Lawle, the
the Americas. The old man with
chin beard of & past gensratioa
cordial when Jucoby istroduced
But back of his cordiality was s
of caution.

Jacoby looked from one of them
the other. “Now,"” he asald,
emotionless business manner, **

1 ealled you here to talk pipe line
Mr. Lewin'

i
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Hart had made up his mind
;l'll cu'u a moeting of the A‘a

o s ld,

Thay sat'there for an hour or
Kolng over detalls. And then
left Mart and Jacoby together,
J"l‘utr'uo ﬂli '3t'h me hm

neoby said, au oan on
He's squars. Bhrewd but fale®

An they got Into the
riage Hart thought over that .
noon, lewis hmd been
those pipe lines, He had seen an
portunity —for his own company,
wan undoubtedly falr. Jacoby
him and vouched for him. He
dea! honestly. He would
thelr ol on ecommission. And
would fulfill bis contracta

S ————
CHAPTER XXXII.
Lopal Hearts and True.

ART wms standing on
broad veranda of Me
gulow. Evening was
ing on. He raimd Mg
and looked over the

A mile awny the Nghts of
began appearing In rows

Ha hind fought to bring that
he had made that pipe llne

It had been a grim struggle. 1%
mads him harder, graver, more

Ho had left Joan back there i
house. He had bent to kise her
more hefore going. Now he
ntay out here, and he could only
up and down like & caged

There, within ths closed
Jean was fighting the battle

At lnst he stood with a different
preaston, as if ha were
desp wonder, with wonder
something beyond belief. There
to lis enrs now a new ory. Life
eutorad the house,

When they sent for him he
tiptos to the bedalds. He dro
hia knees, and he held Jean
hand in his. And then hs saw
new atom of humanity, the baby
:.mdﬁthln her arn. He y

ond.

He had fought well, But l&
another, w?:;'had wilted w u
battled, Now ahe had ht ¥
fight., And her victory had 1
mors than any viotory of his
ever bring. v

Sha looked up at him with all 3
groat, deop pride of m
hor dork eyos,
pering:

“Jean! Dear heart of mine!™

(The End.)
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