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CHAPTER IV.
e

A Duel of Wills.
UDITH finally aross to her
feet, stiffly, and half turned
her back 1o har fellow paa-
- sanger, whom ashe watched
comer of her eye. Bhe eould
nothing concerning the pos-
outooma of tha voyage save fa.
, but she had long been pust all
of her own predicament as &
of the cyclone or the unoon-
balloon.
was, however, nothing to be
@omae changa in the metsorio
of the upper atmosphere
with the actual breaking of
The alr became lean depressing
the gas. With the warmth of the
mys at length expanding the

w the balioom began to as-
{

@hent was not aware of the altera-
: of tha altitude till he falt & sennes
(ot podlly oppression, e attempted
«J0 Srouse himeel from & species of
stealing insidiously wupon
He realized abruptly how far
weakness had procesded
fis knowledge. He stumbled
B tried to move toward a rops
hat e Noped might open some orifice
“ll clutch at the basket to
himselt from falllng head-
on the floor, he clung there, help-
swaying, and saw that Judith
was similarly atricken and was
but ready to drop.
. urring of her vision had been
J&i&l firat Intimation of their im-
«pepding doom. Ehe knew less of
patostation than did Ghent; she re-
lnﬁlhlr!d accounts ahe had read of
.palloonists overcane by the rarefied
adr of lofty altitudes, and of frantlo
struggles they had made to open &n
for the gas but her memory was
& Bhe had scen Ghent stumble; she
odind Tecognized the wsign of his weak-
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« Rasponding to her habit of mind so

«dang fostered by the feud, she under-
went a faint sense of exultation.. The
would kil him first! Bhe

live to see him perish before

wery eyea! After that—what mat-

Bow soon she might be doomed to

s!tt

soms tslepathlio hint of what
_waa In her mind was vouchsafed to the
“man. A grim smile played momen-
tagily upon his features, rendering his
“‘expyession more sinister than befors.
Ha, #00, dad suddenly comprehended

Be and Judith were helpless, and,
" il the woman, he cared for one thing
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outlive the being of his hatred,
for one brief second.
| bacame a duel of wills that vacil-
L and returned again to the
a8 the thin alr starved them o
Judith filled her aching lungs
mad desire to outlive
t, flung with her here by the
tn a realm that was Dpelther
aer heaven.
s ‘@wam In a hase bafore her
wis Already he ssemed to be
as she felt harself alipping
' peason. Bhe heurd the voloe
'mother, praying for strength to
Eﬁl horwse of Ghent, Sha fel:
(ee dmess giving way, as If their aub-
#Winos bad melted, With one tremen-
summoning of her strength, she

impulse to wilt upon the
mb:&d John Ghent gu

to crumple slowly,

aa one whose limbs bad softensd
Y . 'Then he lay face upward,
& in a balf-sitting posture by
wall of the car, his eyes wide

scarred chin buried lu his
. , atricken down In that sec-
staggered onco, then fell with

her Bead upon one of her arms, and
po more. Her hair, ontangled
a slender cotton rope that went
ard to the bék, wika held out
t and taut by the welght o*
body—and this cord was attached

the valve.
CHAPTER V.
The Puppets of Fate,
“ ESPITE the fact that a por-
tlon of the goas wns at

I) length escaping from the

great balloon, thera was no

Immediate descent., Tha
drifting alrship encountered a pow-
orful eurrent of the upper strata that
bors It alightly north of weal at a
reaccelerated spesd.

When a thousand feet of descent
bean accomplished Juditn
rolled to an easier powi.

straln on her hair was re-

lleved The waive wae lmmadigiely
clined

Thivurs wamsasursd regiong of
wloud and wist, acrves vasl reaches
of space abd avar unsesn millep of the
SRIth's Fapanes the balicon was
Blown, with (10 tee Whtunaclous pas
Sengers.  Howur after hour they iy
thers, unmeving, but alive help.
leasly drifii ever fores', piain and
oMk sine hus went the day

It was late I the night when at
ll‘n:lh Chlient suddenly siarted awaha
Aud porumbied w his fest fromm some
horribie drewm.  His fool struck Ju-
Adith an bie Aoundered wbout In the car
Lo emtalilinh his balanes, and she was
nwakened instantly Hha 100 aross In |
haste, s bewnijdered us Uhenl LIl ree
wliection of their holpiess plight e
relentiesaly surgiog upon her,

A [reshier, more botsterous wind
had caught the partly ampiied
balloon and was driving |1t ahead Ly |
At and starts, {-rlunx and olmmngl
i ropes and fMhres for & thine, Lhen
pufMing it more sieadlly onward Nev.
ertheleas, the balloon hiad nearly run |
Ite eourse. It continued 1o drap e
ward the great doark earth, over the
surface of which the wind wius blow
Ing with gugmented violence,

tihent and  Judith were greatly
wenkened Their bodies weore lar
tured with pains of hunger and phy
sloul wiress, AL mildnight they huad
sunk once more to the fluor of the
basket in sheer exhaustion. Abrupt.
Iy, without the slightest warning, the
car collided with some obstruetion, It
was wrenched violently as the wind
drove the gas ship on (ts course. One
of the ropes that supported the car
wan broken, The baskel sagged, ?u
vecupants wers all but thrown over
It odge, Then the great creature
ateadiod, s before, and swung along
with undiminished veloeity. |

The ballven had grased the ridge
of & grunite peak. They had crossed
a rangs of mountaine,

It wons not until 2 in the morning
that the car struck again. That
denth by some viclous manceuvrg of
the stricken bailoon was imminent

Ghent reallzed thoroughly, Judith
Wik N less well nware u{tho hope- |
lersness of the wituation.  When at |

length whe sank In  the basket,
stunned by a blow thn: erushed In a

portion of the car, Ghent was far too |

engrossed to observe that she had
fallen,

The balloon was striking with
greater frequeney and force, It was

bowled along In the path of the wind |

llke a monster toy created for do- |
struction.  Ghent withstood the |
shocks and travafl for an hour; then |
in some collision of exesptional might

his sennes were suddenly blotted out

and he fell, with Judith, to the floor.

The busket had struck between
two poal-like objects, short, thick,
and not Lo be torn from thelr foot-
hold, There the last remalning ropes
wers snapped. A portion of the bag
was blown through a rent that was
torn in the net of cordage, The gna
flowed rapidly outward to swell this
liberated portion of the vesssl. Rip-
ping and jerking as the wind laid
hold upon it, the whole silk envelope
was presently drugged from the
wr ®, and .m\‘y It went, rising
rapidly, and erumpling and rolling In
the air aa It Jost Its gas and van-
lshed in the gloom.

The remains of the basket and
cordnge had dropped at the foot of
the fibrous posts. The two stunned
beings In its hold were rolled in one
Inert heap at the bottom, flung down
like mere worn-out puppets of which
the Fates had grown weary at last.
When the wind dled away. a brief
time only befors the dawn, a sllence
of almost terrible Intensity brooded
on the world.

The daylight eame, the sun rose,
and the morning was hot and well
advanced when at length John Ghent
regalned his senses and, sore and
brulsed, crawled from tho basket to
look upon the scens.

The man could scarcely credit his
sonses. lleo ssed his hand acroas
his brow and stood there staring

about him In awiftly crystallising
awa,

Judith had disappeared,

He was alone boslde a palr of ugly
cactus plants In & treelesa land of
desolation—a desert, glaring, forbld-
Ing, and rimmed about by lifeless
hills of adamant, shimmering already
In the heat.

CHAPTER V1,
The Desalation.
EAKENED, an hs was, by the
long sudurance of stress and
privation, Ghent felt & new
senne ©of helplessness take
posacasion of his being as he
turned from one barren aspect to an-
other of thia reglon blasted by
Dature's deadly curse, Time after
time he looked once more In the
basket to convinos himeelf that
Judith was gons. He circled the
wreckage about. He tried to recall
what had cocurred In that last mad
hour of their flight. He cuuld remem-
ber nothing.

It a gritn reminiscenca of hin feud
with all the houss of Huines prompted
the man to a certaln sardonle tri-
umph in the thought thut Judith had
doubtleas been fung or drugged to
death, his exultation was brief as he
contemplated this lund of stlence and
Hfelesaness wherein he wan cast, al-
ready exhausted and tamishing.

A wild sort of desporation seised
him. He refused to porish bhero upon
the sands of this terrible place. Wauter
theve must be somewhere, and food
e must tod, it only enough for a
day! In #omo of the mouniuine, di-
vided by huge ravines, hoe might coma
upon & spring--and sbhade. Ho relt he
must soon fod shade, or wither and
criack in his clothing.

He atarted for tho nearest range of
mountalne, taking nothing from the
rulns of the car. He soon removed
hils coat and held It above his head
in leu of a hat, After half sn hour
of walking ho toro & plecs of the light
gray cloth from the cont and threw
the remainder away. The piece was
sufficient for his head, and all added
welght was & burdan

Ghent had been attructed by the
purple tinta of a eanyon flled with
shadows, Hy the time he had come
there the sun had risen to an eml-
nence from which it searched to the
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very floor of the chasm, The gorge
wus still wsllghtly cooler than the
slopes, however, and for more than an
hour he labored up it narrow bed in
the hope of discovering a spring.

Obliked at length to abandon al
hope of rellef to be found in this an-
c ent channel, ha could think of one
more sxpedlient only—to ¢limb to some
height and obtain a wider view of
the demsert and its ranges, trusting
thaut somewhers the smeranld sign of
God's indulgence might greet his ach-
ing eyen. He started for the summit
of the ridge that rose on his right.
It was not so steep am the rise on
his left, but its whole vast bulk was
appaliingly barren.

When he came thers, after half an
hour of labored ellmbing in the heat
and rocks, he found it & fiat mort of
table land, which must still be trav-
ersod befors he could look up the
canyons and risos beyond. He almos!
surrendered 1n his disappointment;
zat he mtaggered on, brulaing his

nees and his hands as he foll to tha
blistared sands and rocks benaath hls
foet, and thus arrived at length upon
the further atde.

Hore, Indeed, he beheld a vast pan-
orama of the desert. The wateriess
valley lay below him, drunken with
the heat. lis breath rose In quiver.
ing fumes; its sands glared back at
the sun. Nearcrat hand more canyous
and ravines lay wide open to the lk‘r.
an If the very mountains bhad split in
the heat, revealing rocks for their
mighty bones and sinews, all parched
and cracked and forbidding.

Ho paunsed, his o) » abruptly caught
by o tint far down below him io a
wrinkie of the hill. Then a bhoarso
cry sscaped from his lips. The tips
of some growing things, far down the
alupe, were fringing the hill's huge
bulk of gray-and excltement sent a
flood to his brain and heart. With
hope inspired and strength renswod,
ho plunged madly down the runway
of some bygone freshet and beheld
the Jewel of emoerald expand and
lengthen out below him.

He came to the uppsr limits of a
narrow oasls, panting wildly, He
crashed his way Into the growth of
stunted liow, alder and bruab,
startling a covey of quall from cov.r,
il in whirring lrlnq; they scattered
in every direction, he growth hers
was mengre,. and closely confined to
the bad of & gulch 1

Ho came to it presently--a hole no
more than six jnches deap and less
than two fect acroas, but filed with
clear, cold water that flowed a lttle
through the sand and then sank to
rise no more,

In lis fumished condition he did not
hear o sound of something moving,
& lttle removed from the spring, but,
converned with restoaining his natural
inpiiise to drink to satisfaction and
duubtless make himaell (ll, he threw
himwelt down upon the dampened
gravel, and tiling s mouth, under-
want an ccstasy that nearly mada him
Iaint. Me fuirly embraced the sarth
o which he was stretehwd, luying his
faes In the cool damp sand where the
outflow disappenred and thrusting his
handa in the trickling stream to cool
and molstan his Nesh, Then he drank
agnin, barely a sip, and rolled on his
bk to resiat Lhe temptation offerad
by this miracle -this slgn of Gods
mercy In the desert

At length he had taken a quarter ag
much of the precious Muld as his fam-
Ished body demanded, and ha rose to
look abaut. He had barsly turned, in
his rapld survey of the place, when
once agaln he was atartled to the
depths of hin being. Thera In the

shads stood Judith Halnems, her eyes
fizxed deflantly upon him, her sapect

that of a creature of the wild In the She stlll stood guard befors ths shel- hor path in a new sort of terror. In

lair ahe had made for her own.

CHAPTER VII.
A Desert Battle-Ground.

R a long, polgnant mminute
the man and the woman
oast hers together by the
whim of chance faced each
other in thelr long-fostered apirit of
antagonlsm, which the struggle for
sxintenca must presently re-amblitter
between them, Baoch underatood and
aceepted the unspoken challenge of
the other, In & mood already conform-
ing to the rude, elemental conditiona
Into which they had both been Sung.

It weas Judith who turned away at
1aat. Like ons alrsady famillar with
the place, she mnde her way down
through the narrow wvals of greansry
for a conslderable distance, then
climbed thes right bank of the gor
to a ledge of rocks plarced by a L1
sort of cave, at the mouth of which
s finally balted, deotermined to
guard the shelter wmho bhad taken
ARgainat any possibls intrusion oa the
part of Ohant.

Alrendy ahe felt Lhe sense of own-
ership that prior discovery and rﬁ-
emption engender. Her coming bere
had been amazingly direct. She bad
been arousnd from her stunned oone
ditlon within an hour of the mir-
ship's Anal wreckage at the foot of
the two dried cactus-plants, and over
the proatrate form of Ghent ahe bad
clambered out while darkness atlll
lay upon the world.

Bhe had found the cave, she had
looked on the mighty desolation, and
& senmo of terror and helplcesnoss hod
been auccesded In her mind by a
flerce desire to live, even hers, while
throughout the very fibre of her belng
long latent instincts and smotions pri-
mordial had faintly stirred with her
blood.

Wenried and with hunger {ncreas-
ing her desparation, she had returned
to the apring more than half a dozon
times, and at length had beheld the
arrival of the man, John Ghent, from
whom she had turnded In her hatred

Ghent, In the meuntime, had gratl-
fled hia body am far as mere water
could appeass 1t dJemanda, Ha clam.
bered up the hillside above the fringe
of green, and welked there In the sun-

Hewt Lo maka his first reconnolss.nea,
L'p the slops wers mountaing shrubw,
stunted, stout and harsh., A few wild

Buoscherry bushesd mointained themie
solves in the tangle. Altogelher, the
Erowth wan aa heterogenoous and in-
congruois an the lnnd made possible,
It extended for severnl hiundred yards
down the bed of the gorge, terminat-
lng  Just above the parpendicular
wille, and bounded on elither slde by
the rocky, bharren slopes that were
finally Nanked by the mountains,

Emerging from the thicket of ald-
ern and willows near the centra of
the limited vasie, he beheld the one
sddittonal factor looming large In
this game of the Fates—Judith and
her oave,

He saw her ncross the ravine as

ter she had claimed, a
ergy, determination and
thought that he too must provide
some manner of sheltar., Hera he
would never molest, or even ap-
proach,

He was starving, and to eat muast
kill some w creature of the gresn-
ery with nothing save hia hands or
the rocks he could take up and ANing.
For a day or two at the least ho must
make his ousis his ablding place and
prepare himselt for escape Lo some
outiying town or furm from which he
could Journey to the east.

Singularly snough, the man felt no
lmpatience with his plight. He cer-
uinlf had no fear of the siripped
condition in which he found himssit
thus face to face with the very Arst
principles of |ife, He was young, vig-
orous, healthy, ready to match his
wits and cunning against the naked
schome of exlstence, and even eager
® begin,

All this line of thought had been
travorsed by Judith Halnes before the
man's arrival at the spring. SBhe, too,
had comprebhended what the desert
slgnificd; she, too, bad entertained
some thought of remaining here only
long enough to recruit her strength
for & bold attempt to win & way out
to haunta of her kind.

Actunted equally by the pangm of
hunger, the man and ths woman
both finally descended to tha slender
fisld of life and gresnery with intent
to slay and eat. Ghent returned to
the upper limite of ths growth In
#lnt of the covey of quail ha had

ightened from cover whan he came,
He found them at last and then with
stonas to hurl whensoover he could
soe ons bhe followed the awiftly run-
ning or Nylng birds for about two hot
boura, .II' in vain, his animal sav-
agery Increasing as he found nimself
uttarly baffiad.

Judith could throw no blillate of
EM‘!&. Bha had broken & twigless

ranch from an alder tree and finally
ran & rabbit to its hole bepnesth &
Isdge of mtone and then stood thera
to walt till it should agnln coms forth
to ba pounced upon and alain,

Rigid, yet ready to strike at the
firat soft patter of tha rabbit's feet
upon tha ground, she watchsd till her
munacies ached with the strain, Then
&t lant from tha cover of Prush near
by a great ratMesnaks erawlad an Lis
Way to the huie whare the rabhit had
spad for security

Judith, intent upon her savage
business, falled to note the reptile's
approach till the creature was alm st
close suough to strike har foot, Then
& sound of startlement and loathing

ure of en-
eflauce, He

abruptly burst from her lps, and
she brought dow= her club with a
blow that hroke the rattler’'s bk

and ieft it writhing in death upon
tha sand. Rhe heat him agaln and
again till his bead wos crushed and
his decorated tall was twisted helly
upward to the sun. Thas creature's
rkin waa broken along Ita back, re-
vealing thea whitish fleah beneath.
Judith remalned thers no longer
Bhes wont down through ths green-
ery, otarilad by everything thnt
mada & sound about her. She was
all unstrung for hunting, What rroa.
tures she saw appeared to flas from
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despalr of socuring meat she sxam-
Ined the acorns and manganita her-
rles growing in the place, They wers
hopelesaly groen,

Meantime, Ghent had learned a
Jenson In the usclessness of throwing
At birds that ran with such anmasing
swiftneas or sought the shelter of
bushes too thick for either a missile
or his wight to penstrate, to fly from
bansath hia very feet when at langth
ha cams upon them, He heard the
scattered members of tha covay soft-
Iy whinstling their call aa Lhey aluwl
rmumhln!. He had gone to the
wpring ugaln for wates

Cunning made rapld growth in his
helng.  He nnswerod the quall whistle,
Imitating readily the aimple note that
shey  repsat. Around him half o
fowen of tha hrothering !lttla crea-
tursp reaponded. He had taken up
two great fistfuls of stones when, be-
holdl.n: four of the plump brown
bhirda dart swiftly to the cover of A
sarub so densa that ha fallad to ses
whare they concealed theamasives be-
neath 1t, he auddenly altered his
plan, Quistly discarding the frag-
nenta of rock hea had ‘wathared, he
ook up a larga hunk of porphyry
Ivine near his feet, and ralsing It
arm's length above his head, cau-
tiounly approached the shrub, Whils
he was movingk on the hiding place
two more qunll scampered to its
abeltar with their fellowa.

Standing within fiva fest of the

inen Chhent hurled the rock with all

Is might falrly down throu the
branches of the shrub, fram which 8
mumbar of the atartled quall flaw out
mnatantly, Ha plunged wupon the

brueh himeslf, and beneath the stone
and crusheéd in branches two of the
birde ware lying, stunned or killad,
and his sager hands dsscendsd upon
Exultation leapsd In bis blood. He
wouls eat!
CHAPTER VI,
The Needs of Life.
HENT made no mistaks at
G tite, He roasted and ate
bit one of his quall. The
othier he kept amainst the
pommihle Alsappaintments of his next
excursion for food. Hut, tremendousty
meagre meal. he paused to plan for a
battermeant of tha crude conditions
Into which he had been mo abruptly
cast. He reckoned sntirely without
Judith, In a grim, unmoved mannes
perigh in her cave of privatdon and
hunger. If she should, It would be
the acolemn Judgment of the Fates on
the feud of the two depleted families,
The man's Orsl procaution was to
prowling beast could And L He
theught of the coolest phade about
the mspring, but determined upon a
vavity dug in the varth, This was &
mugde expedient, quickly concluded.
of Mittened rock, then lald a simllar
fragment at the bottogn, and wilh
pleces at the sldes and a slab on the
top sovn had his "cupboard” com-
plete, with the ment |nmde,
lon without delny. One wos o shel-
ter here among the boulders, with
emne sort of bed on which to wlesp;
the other was thut Arst, most univer-
sal of primitive man's weapons, a

them flarcely,
the prompting of him appe-
refreshind and strengthoned by his
he reflected thut she would probably
hide his uncocked quall whers no
He seraped out a hollow with a plece
Two things he knew he nust fash-
bow, A mirueas stwile passed acroms

S ——

NEXT WEEK'S COMPLETE NOVEL

MY LADY OF DOUBT

By RANDALL PARRISH
A romance of the Revolubion with hevo and heroine

Whp‘wn’u.m:.d "Ocd-
deepenas with mevy chapter,

BEGINS IN NEXT MONDAY'S EVENING WORLD

e

vl iged
" L

Thuaght of t-u.!
by “ﬂ'.‘h_“ s whin

a bow gnd with whio b
o hunt Por the guane would o,
ahld mayhap W & Wi in.
abmvueth, bemevel e o8 g Bugld e
lwfure the he owi 10

amad diaposnd 1a peciah I her
hands, she cams st Wngth to her
FAYE BERil, where she ¥
Pouied etunted twush 1o feed le z
Bre phe had molen

woe of meat that oha Doslly
Fae an & apit aleive the

cunie

WOk Al whos 18 e han & wors #t ]
Bouss 1n whch 1o My bis them -.mg'mh:‘u::::rm.um
Duriing  ail e remainder the Juditn mtf; Aovonired was good

| SParpeun he eiored sloutly In A8 The fesh

shin AL the ond of Ltk Brst fever of
crention he had plied up th Toagh
wals miod deveiod the gravel , .
et what -....—.J-u m
e livad, al Lhe fromt, 9

al the £ uin bep mEasive

& Ay Boulders, oun was sinking
when his task was done Me ta
wubhder what manner of
mattress the vass would bim
tu{‘mo bed,

hile be stood there debating
ussling, bis atiention was atirsct

¥ & movemant far down on tha o
pumite of the eanyon. Thea
dlscsined it Ngure of Judith, toiling
Up the slops ta her caves, with her
cloth skirt bulkily inden, Whea “
threw down her load at the mouth o
her ahelter Ghent kRnew w it was -
dried grass which she had pulled
fiom the enrth with her hands, Hhe
retirned for more of this natural bay,
and the man's vexatious groblem had
bewn solved,

There was much of the sseded
Alnong |l|-' (I'eag o B
Erew in tufis “’m
upart.  Until dark®Ohent el
hin knife and hands to ou
waAnts for & bed; then be

on far
with
his

13

all (o hin sheiler, making several trips Lrisk

for the purposs,

Judith had mads hop piace
ns comfortable as a ruhwm .
total abwence of bedding would per-
mit. Her hunger had gone unap.
peasnd. Worn out when at | h
the night deacended on Lhe
mountain silences, shis sat for a time
befors her cave grimly wondering
what would result on the morrow,
and the day after Lhat, and all the
days to oome In this land of desola-
tion whera abie found worse
than alone,

‘resently, out of the darkness,

mm::«l“ slling -'?ui'ﬁ-. u'll he
alupes, w t
rh::lmh:i a red glow :.f l.tI:ht mhul
o [ wpon t the
canyon. cr::nl had Illhtodp: 'rl'.l for
his rt. It shone out, & beacon,
like n mlgn of home, and something
in Judith’s nature waa stirred, de.
spita the fact that John Ghent had
ignited the blase,

For an hour ahe sat thers, starving,
ohilling, alons, her naturs once more

d a uncompromising, her de-
termination to live rekindled to a
frenzy. When the fire across the
chaam died on the background of

night she enterad the cave and lay bul
lu);m her mat of fragrant grase. She
e

not slesp, for hunger was gnaw-
ing at her vitals and her mi was
vividly alive with worrying thoughts,

Ghent, In hin roofless fort of rock,
had likawipe thrown himeelf down to
reet for the night. Like Judith, how-
over, he did pot close his sves. Ha
had much to plan and much te do,
for ha meant to escape this living
denth and return to the world of men
and deeds,

CHAPTER IX.

Judith's Feast.

ITENT had finally slapt. He
awoke at daylight, ocom-
pietely rested, and (ire-
mendously alert for the

husinesa of the day. Intent upon ae-
complishing much of the labor he had
planned for the day, be concluded bis
tollet rapidly and returmed to cook
and devdur his second quall for
breakfast, after which hs meant to
cut the material for bow and arrows
from a clump of willows he had
noted the previous day far down the
mountain oasle. .

Ones more the pungent odor of his
fire and crude acorching of meat was
floated in tantalising gusts te Judith,
who bad been bafflad In her efforts
to slay a wild creature for food.

fhe bad come once more to the
ledge of rock beneatd whigh a cot-
tontall had Its burrow. There lay
her rattleanake, eold and stiff. Judith
looked at tha ugly form attsntively,
hor xase held, fascinated, by the one
spot on the reptile’s back where the
#kin had bean broken away, showing
clean white maat.

Cireat bunger has no compunction,
Judith passed the stagea of delicate
demands; she was famished for food;
she wis savage with the nesd to eat.
In the purely animal mood that pos-
seased her she took ur the anake by
the tall and carried it away to her
cave, There she lald a heavy rock
upon Ite ugly head, and then with a
sharpor fragment of stons loosened
more of the akin on the reptile’s back,
and presently succeeeded in skinning
the oel-like hody to the tall. With
two sharp-edged rocks, ons to sirike
with, the other to strike upon, she
backed the clean white meat Into
plecen o few inchas long, then oast
AN aager acrutiny toward the camp
{ the man up the canyon,

He was not at homs, A thin blus
oo imn of amoke aross from the dys
ing ensbers of his fire whers he had
cooked and eaten his bird, but Ghent
himeelf had disappeared.

Judith sped down the hill te the
cover, then up the ravine, and so to
hin camp with all her speed. Bha had
catight up & handful of yelloWwod
Nrass and & number of dried out
twigs as she went. Ble even tore a
shrub from ita hold In the sand, and
thus was prepared with Inflammable
fuel before sahe came upon the dylng
fire

Without a ook at tha structure
CGihent had bullt, without the slightest
curiosity as to uny possessions  he
might have gathored, she knelt upon
the ground at once and, blowing upon
the ;nrlng ombars, Ignitad the gross
and then her twigs and brush, to a

crackling fNams, and fled with the
blazing torch to the natural protec-
tlon of the tress.

Heplenishing har stock of twigs as
aha hastened along, and pausing from
Ume g thine Lo foster the fames that

and shrubs, but it

of Der now.

wae clean, fulcy and swest
Mhe ate the piecos ln hor Rugers with

\

A oertaln animal snjoynisut she had
Bever known before, and whea she
had fAnishied she conennied the un.
aked portion of her supply in the
m-:. dn. end of her cave,

Ubent dutis when fret
orude nsal a [ t.d. the
woman legan (o reflect on the nesds
Which every sucessding day would
thrugt upon her hore knew that
Sha could not depend on & club ae her
only weapon for :-vmu meal; she
was Awars that woods that grew
About the place could be
Lo furnish fusl that would ‘
fire guing night and day, even sould
ahe manage w feil tress
and reduce them to logs. she
r'm' have, and fire she must there-

ure m prepared Lo igni wvocanion
ahould fum oaionms

Her mind reverted to her
days -whe
I' 0 she had

a2

ally been adopted
its being Bint and | n'-'a.'"?

burning glass luﬁ been
reliuble, Bhe wished m"n'r :‘

bin o remember
meon  something ke
q;:ll. recontly, Indeed,
rhe knew-—the lantern ahe
lashed to the car of the captive
loon, and the bulging lens with
It was provided,

1
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she came there falrly
urm the preclous lantern,
of which fay the latent power
Ignite the ¥ world,

The prise '-'u'. coveted was hers at
Iast—lens, lamp and all—and Into her
keen mind crept the thought of anares

and traps for rabbits and birds—de-
vices she had he o~

8he therefore took mnearly
half of the tangled cordage which
had formerly served to snmeah
bag of the captive balloon, and with
this and her lantern for a burden she

returnnd the |
mountain re °:" ROt ‘way o dor

Ghent, in her absence, had tolled
In & fover of Impatiencs to whittle
out his buw and & number of arrows.
He had gone to the spotl where the
wings from his quall had been
thrown the day before, and, having
;ln’:;-oted t..:? beat of the feathers to

upon his shafts, had aseal
task with joy. i

Long before noon he had com
the tapering down of his 'upon’ul;:
had amoothod and notched it before
he was finally confronted by the prob-’
lem of furnishing & string, He had
quite overlooked this vitally Impor-
tunt feature. Fallure mocked him at
the helght of his hopes. Then he, lke
Judith, remembered the portion of”
the wrecked balloon below on the
desert by the cactus plants, and
dropped all employment to hasten to
llt{"l.!;: wh:t’ nm&lnad of the co s

n atl length he came n
batterod car he knew ahe m been
thers befors him, The lantern, how.-
evor, he 4id not miss. It had been
forgotten In his stress of other needs,
alnud.lhlnl lh&u‘ghu Were concerned ex-
[ vely with the cords
for his bow, "o Foyaid

That Judith had taken first choloe
of thess he was promptly aware, Al
that remained of ropes and net he cut
away; and reflacting on uses to which
the wickor basket might bs put, he
hacked out some unbroken portionhs,
secured them in a pack, and plodded )
In Judith's trafl ncross the desert and
up tha slope and I(nto and past the
oasia till he cams once more to the
work he had been obliged to abandom
for a time. '

Before sunset he had finished hia
vu;onu mificlently to take them In
hand and go upon a hunt. He shot |
At two quall and a rabbit, all of which |
he missed. One of his arrows was
broken, a second waa lost, and the
third was too crooked for usefulness,
In his disappointment and kmpaticnos
ha attempted to repaat his succeoss of
the evening before at hunting with a
heavy pisca of rock, In this he falled.
To add to his helpless discomtort, ha
caught hin pocket on a toughened
shrub and tors it entirely open. His
Matches were lost, & tact undisoov-
erad at tha time,

Filercely hungry again on his dist of
ona small bird a day, the man was
forced to retreat to his camp for the
night, chagrined and defeated. Com-
fortieas, weariod, and with blistered
hands and sohing body, he sat on a
satona at the door of his tort while the
world rolled deeper into gloom. Dig- 1
covering the lows of his matchas now, ]
when with stiff, brulsed fOngers he
had pulled and fetohed some brush [
fuel to the place for a fire, his Im-
patience was rendersd complets,

Ho cursed at the twig that had torn
hin pocket open and found himself
thrust face to face, as Judith had

b?en.alx‘l only wlilh lb'cM

of A ARN avYan a L]

also with, the pnul- amu.

firs for the morrow, and the days to

follow after A realizing .gr
t

g

that.

of Judith's discomfort of the n

before was finally vouchanfed him.
] Be Conttnued)




