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CHAPTER IV.
(Outlaw! t

Duel of Will.
UPITII finally aroe to hr

feet, etlffly, n4 half turned
her back to liar fallow paa.
Sanger, whom she watched

flM tba corner of bar eye. Hha could
4mitn nothing concerning tba pos-IM- a

utooma of tha voyage save fa.
v taJKy, but she hint long bean pant nit

itttrar of her own predicament aa a
of the .cyclone or the uncon-balloo- n.

I iCere waa. bowerer, notblnir to ba
Ma. Soma cbnnca In tha mateoiio

;Mdttlon of tha' uppar nttnoaphra
oMurrM wltn tna actum vrcaKina-44f-

.

Tho air bncamo leaa daprcialnir
t? tha cm. With tba warmth of tha
rife') rar t lenirfh axpandlnic tha
74rDan, tba balloon benan to aa- -

oaafl.
4 Obant waa not awaro of tba Altera- -

ItlM of tha altitude till he felt a aenee
jofl bodily oppression. He attempted
tovrouie htmaeVf from a apeclea of
lalharnr ateallnv Ineldlouily upon

.ilk. He raallied abruptly how far
Iill physical weakness had proceeded

V wmotit lila knowledge. He stumoiea

nnnan mirnr nns n anniB nru cb
MBtWm Dag.

OMMrea to dutch at tha basket to
.jgrjnrtjht himself from falllnic head'
.(loiaT on the floor, he clung-- there, help,
.rleasly, swaying, and saw that Judith
,JSslnes was similarly strlckon and waa

rjjy but ready to drop.
rr.TV jlurrlnfc of her vision had been

--Judlth'a first Intimation of their lm
pending doom. She. know less of

...aerostation than did Ghent; aha re.
marnbered accounts she had read of
balloonlsts overcome by the rarefied

;oJr of lofty altitudes, and of frantlo
struggles they had made to open an
pullet for the gas, but her memory was

odlm. "Bhe had seen Ohent stumble; she
oJiad, recognised tha sign of his weak-at- m

4 Responding to her habit of mind ao

.(Jong fostered by the feud, she under-
went . faint aense of eVultatlon.- - Tha
nlUtuda would kill him flrstl She

..should live to aea htm perish before

bar Ysry eyes! After that what mat
ter now soon ana migm oe aoomea 10

fsMwT
,lwkapa some telepatblo hint of what

,wain her mind waa vouchsafed to the
.nAB.. A grim amlla played momen-

tarily, upon his features, rendering his
'exffrastlon more alnlatcr than before.

'Uav ioA. hmA suddenly comprehendod

tket h and Judith were helpless, and,

l likavtk woman, he cared for one thing
oajto outlive tne Doing oi nis nuireu,
peftliinre (or one brlof second.
'A'haoama a. duel of wills that vacll- -

UaiaaV'ladd. and returned again to the
.

, ewuuat mm tna mm uir iiditcu iiiutu
rjBWT . Judith Oiled her aching lungs
)a (stubborn, mad desire to outlive
'Jgjp Client, flung with htr here by the

1taVis a' realm that was neither
aria or heaven.
tlfc'wai In a base before her

Already he seemed to be

M ba felt herself allpplng
(itm raaaon. She heard the voice
elMf'ssother, praying for strength to
saajtethi borisa of Qliont. Bho felt

ykw taata giving way, as If their sub-aU-

bad malted, With one tremon-doti- a

aummonlng of her strength, she
.raeitUd tha Impulse to wilt upon the
iMar ana oaneia jouu uuut u
astwm.
j umurftl to crumple slowly,

' aaal as one whose limbs had softcnud
rkte putty. Then he lay facu upward,
pro Med In a half-alttl- posture by
taw wall of tbe car, his eyes wide
opes, hla scarred chin buried in bis
cheat

JUdltb, atrlcken down In that sec-

ond, etaggered onco, then fell with
her Bead upon one of her arms, and
knew no more. Her hair, ontangled
with a alondor cotton rope that went
ufward to the bae, wus held out
trktvht and tnut by tho weight oi

'li?r body and this cord was attached
IBM THY P.

CHAPTER V.

fhe PuppeU of Fate.
IE3PITE the fact that a por

tion of the gas was at
length escaping from the
groat balloon, thero was no
Immodlate descent. Tho

drifting airship encountered a pow
erful current of the upper strata that

' reaccelerated speed.
.When a thouaand feet of descent

ajpH u (viiqu iv ii unsicr ubi
UeVtle strain on bar hair wan r- -

Ti.e valve was Inmsdlataly
cluaod,

Thivurb unmaur4 rrgtnne ef
tlouj su4 mUt, acruta t reach
of aoa and ovr unsrru tnllre of tha
aarib" eipani the lialluon was
bloHM, afllh Its two uneontrlou !'
aaiigf-rs- , Hour afiar hour lby lay
thrre, unmuvlilg, but all hlp

Mly drifilug uvcr for!, plain and
mountains Thus went the day.

It was lata In I ha nlKtit whan at
length Uhrnl kUildai.l)' slarlad awaka
and acminliled to his fast frutn soma
liurrll.l drui. Hla f.ot slrurk Ju.
Ilth as h tl.iun.trrfil nlxjut In tha car
to ralMlillsh lila lulmir. ami aha whs
nwakrnrd Instantly. Hha too arose In
haitii, as liMMIdcir.t ui (llirnl till rtcolleclluii of tlirlr helplraa plight minirlnttely surging uikjii hrr.

A fresher, morn boisterous wind
had Taught tha partly amptlrd
balloon and was driving It ahead by
nis and starts, Irrklng and Draining
its rovm and fibre for a tlnir, ilion
puffing It mora siendlly onward. Nrv.
erlhelcss, th bulloon h.i.1 nearly run
IU oouri. It riuitltiuril lo drop to.
ward tho i: real dark rnrlli, over the
urftco of which tho wind whs blow,

tug with iiliKinviitiMt vlolrnre.
(Ilient un.l Judith were greatly

wruhfiii-d- . Tlu'lr bodies weru tor
turrd with puliis of huiiKer and phy.
lcnl Mr i'.h. At midnight they hud

mink onco moru to tho floor of the
banket In nhci-- r imh.iustlon. Abrupt
ly, without tho hllghtest warning, the
car coll Id d with some ohntructlon. It
was wrench! violently as the wind
iliuve the gas hIiIp on its course. One
of tho ropes thiit supported the car
was broken. Tho basket sagged. lis
occupants wera all but thrown over
its edge. Then tho great creature
steadied, as lie fore, un.l swung along
with undlmlnlxhed velocity.

The balloon hml ktuziM thn ridge
of a griinito pctik. They had crossed
a ranRe of mountains.

It wns not until 2 In the morning
thnt tho car struck OKiiln, That
len Ui by some vIcIiiuh manoeuvre of
the atrlcken luilloon wna Imminent
Ohent realized thoroughly, Judith
was no less well uwnro of the hopo-lensnc-

of tho Hltuatlon. When nt
length she nauk In the basket,
stunned by a blow that crushed In a
portion of tho car, Ghent waa far too
engrossed to observe that ahe bad
fallen.

The balloon wns striking withgreater frequency and force. It was
bowled alontr In tho path of the wind
like a monster toy created for

Ghent withstood tho
ii hoc lis nnd travail for an hour; then
In some collision of exceptional might
his senses wero suddenly blotted out
and he fell, with Judith, to the floor.

Tho basket hnd struck between
two post-llk- o objects, short, thick,
and not to bo torn from their foot-
hold. There tho laat remaining ropes
wero snaprcd. A portion of the bag
waa blown through a rent that was
torn in tho not of cordage. Tho ens
flowed rapidly outward to awell this
llbcratod portion of tho vessel. Hip.
ping and Jerking as the wind laid
hold upon it. the whole silk envelopo
was presently drugged from thewrkage, nnd away it went, rising
rapidly, and crumpling and rolling In
the air as It lost Its gas and van-lnh- n(

n tho gloom.
Tho romalns of the basket and

cordage had dropped at the foot of
the tlbrous post. Tho two stunned
beings In its hold wore rolled In ono
Inert heap at tho bottom, flung down
llko mero worn-ou- t puppets of which
tho Fates had grown weary at last.
When tho wind died away, a brlof
tlmo only before tho dawn, a silence
of almost terrlblo Intensity broodod
on the world.

The daylight came, the sun rose,
and the morning was hot and well
advanced when nt length John Ohont
regained his senses and, sore and
bruised, crawlod from tho basket to
look upon the scene.

Tho man could scarcely credit his
senses. Ho passed his hand across
his brow and stood there staring
about him in swiftly crystallizing
awn.

Judith had disappeared.
Ho was alone beside a pair of ugly

cactus plants in a treeless land of
desolation a desert, glaring, forbld-in- g,

and rimmed about by lifeless
hills of adamant, shimmering already
in tho heat.

CHAPTER VI.
The Desolation.

EAKENED, as he waa, by tbe
long endurance of stress and
privation, Ghent felt a new
sense of helplessness take
poaaosslon of his being aa he

turned from one barren aspect to an-

other of fills region blasted by
nature's deadly curse. Time after
time be looked once more in the
basket to convinoe himself that
Judith was gone. He circled the
wreckage about. Ho tried to recall
what had occurred In that last mad
hour of their flight. He could remem-
ber nothing.

If a grim reminiscence of his feud
with all the house of Halnen prompted
tbe man to a certain sardonic tri-
umph in tho thought that Judith had
doubtless beuni Hung or ilniKgod to
death, his exultation wan brief aa lie
contemplated this lund or silence and
ilfclessneu wherein he was cast, al-

ready exhaustod hnd famihtiii'.
A wild ort of desperation seized

hlra. Ho refused to perish hero upon
the sands of this terrible place. Wuter
thero uiUHt hu somewhere, and food
ho must linil, if only enough or a
day! In noma of the mountains,

by hugo ravlnon, ho might come
upon i spring und shade. Ho felt ho
must soon llud nhuilu, or wither und
truck in hl.i clothing.

Ho started for tho nearest range of
mountains, taking nothing from the
rulna of the car. He soon removed

l.i coat and held it abova his head
In lieu of a hat. After half an hour
of walking hu tora a piece of tho light
gray cloth from tho coat and threw
tho remainder away. The piece was
auiflclent for his head, nnd all addod
weight wns a burden.

Ghent had been attracted by the
purple tints of a canyon filled with
ahadows. Ily tho time he hnd come
there tho eun had risen to an emi-
nence from which it searched to tbe
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very floor of the chasm. The gorgo
was still slightly cooler than tho
slopes, however, nnd for more than an
hour he labored up its narrow bed in
tho hope of discovering a spring.

Obliged at length to abandon all
hope of roller to be found in this an-
cient channel, he could think of one
nioro expedient only to climb to some
height and obtain a wider view of
the desert and its ranges, trusting
that somewhere the emerald sign of
God's Indulgence might greet hla ach-
ing eyes. Ho started for the summit
of tho ridgo that rose on hla right.
It wns not so stcop iui the rlso on
bis left, but Its whole vast bulk was
appallingly barren.

When ho enmo there, after half an
hour of luhorcd climbing in the heat
and rocks, hn found it a flat sort of
tnblo land, which must atlll be trav-
ersed before he could look up the
canyons and rise., beyond. He almost
surrendered 1n his disappointment;
yet he stnggered on, bruising his
knees nnd his hands as he foil to the
blistered sands nnd rocks beneath hti
feet, nnd thus arrived at length upon
tho further side.

Here,. Indeed, he beheld a vast pan-
orama of tho dc&ert. The waterless
valloy lay t.clow him, drunken with
the heat. Its breath roso in quiver,
ing fumes; its sands glared back at
the sun. Nearer at hand more canyons
and ravines lay wldo open to the sky,
as If the very mountains bad spilt in
tho heat, revealing rocks for their
mighty bonos and sinews, alt parchod
and cracked and forbidding.

Ho .paused, bis e) J abruptly caught
by a tint far down below blm la a
wrinklo of the hill. Then a noarao
cry escaped from bis lips. Tbe tips
of some growing things, far down the.
slope, woro fringing the hill's huge
bulk of gray and exoltement sent a
flood to hla brain and heart. With
hope Inspired and strength renewed,
ho plunged madly down the runway
of soma bygone freshet and beheld
the Jewol of emerald expand and
lengthen out below blm.

He came to tbe upper limits of a
narrow oasis, panting wildly. Ho
crashed his way into the growth of
Btunted willow, alder and brush,
startling a covey of quail from cover,
till In whirring wings they scattered
in every direction. The growth here
was mengre,. and closely confined to
the bod of a gulch.

Ho came to It presently a holo no
more than six Inches deep and lesi
than two ftct across, but tilled with
clear, cold water thnt flowed a littlo
through tho Band und then sank to
rlso no more.

In hlu furnished condition he did not
henr a sound or tiometlilug moving,
a littlo removed from tho spring, but,
concerned with restraining his natural
liikpulMo to drink to satisfaction and
doubtless make himself III, ho throw
himself down upon tho dampened
gravel, 'and lining his mouth, under-
went an ecstasy that nearly made him
faint. Ho fairly embraced tho earth
on which ho u'ub stretchod, laying his
fnco in tho cool damp xand where tho
outflow disappeared and thrusting hU
hands In tho trickling stream to cool
and moisten his flesh. Then ho drank
again, barely a sip, and rolled on his
back to resist tho temptation offered
by this miracle this sign of God s
mercy in the desert.

At length ho had tnkon a quarter aa
much of the precious fluid as his furn-
ished body demanded, and he rose to
look about. Ho had barely turned, tn
hi rapid survey of the place, when
once again ho was startled to the
depths of his being. There in the
shade stood Judith Halnos, hor eyes
fixed defiantly upon him, her aspect

that of a creature of the wild In the
lair she had made for her own.

CHAPTER VII.
A De$crt Battle-Groun- d.

OR a long, poignant minute
the man and tha woman
cast here together by the
whim of ohanca faced each

other In their long-foster- spirit of
antagonism, which tha struggle for
exlstenco must presently
between tliem. Bnoh understood and
accepted the unnpoken challenge of
the other, In a mood nl ready conform-
ing to thn rude, elemental conditions
into wlilch they hnd both been flung.

It waa Judith who turned away at
laat. Like one already familiar with
tho place, she made her way down
through the narrow vale of greenery
for a considerable distance, then
climbed tho right hank of tho gorge
to a lodge of rocks pierced by a rude
sort of cave, at the mouth of which
nim-- finally halted, determined to
guard tho shelter sho had taken
against any possible intrusion on the
part of Ohent.

Already she felt the sense of own-
ership that prior discovery and pre-
emption engender. Her coming here
had been amazingly direct. She had
been aroused from her stunned con-
dition within nn hour of the air-
ship's final wreckage at the foot of
the two dried cactus-plant- s, and over
the prostrate form of Ohent she bad
clambered out while darkness still
lay upon the world.

ahe hnd found tha cave, aba had
looked on the mighty desolation, and
a aenao of terror and helplessness had
been succeeded In ber mind by a
fierce desire to live, even herb, while
throughout the very flbro of her being
long latent Instincts and emotions pri-
mordial had faintly stirred with her
blood.

Wearied and with hunger incroa-In- g

her rienporatlon, she had returned
to the spring morn than half a dozen
times, and at length had IhIic1i1 tho
arrlvnl of the man, John Ohent, from
whom she had turned In her hatred.

Ghent, In tho meantime, had grati-
fied his body as far as mere water
could appo.iso Its demands. Ho clam-
bered up tho hlllsldo above the fringe
of green, anil walked Uiere In the sun-he.- it

to make his first rcconnnlxscncQ,
Up tha olopn were mountain shrill,
ntunteil, stout nnd hand), A few wild
gooseberry hushea maintained thwn-solv-

In tho tanKln. Altogether, tho
growth wns as heterogeneous ami In-
congruous ns tho land made possible.
It extended for savnrul hundred yards
down tilts bed of the gorge, terminat-
ing Just above tho perpendicular
walls, and bounded on either slda by
the rocky, barren slope that were
finally flanked by the mountains.

Kmwglng from thn thicket of aid-er- s
and willows near the centre of

the llmltod oasis, ho beheld the one
ed.lltlonal factor looming large In
this game of the Kates Judith and
Iter cave.

Ho saw her across the ravine as

f
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she still atood guard before the shel-
ter she hud claimed, a flguro of en
ergy, determination nnd dellanco. He
thought that he too must provldo
some manner of shelter. Iters he
uould never molest, or even ap-
proach.

Ho wae starving, and to eat must
kill some wary crcaturo of tho green-
ery with nothing suvo' his hands Or
tho rocks he could take up and fling.
For a day or two at the least ha must
make his ousts Ills abiding pluco and
proparo himself for eucapo to Homo
outlying town or farm from which ha
could Journey to tha cast.

Singularly enough, tho mnn felt no
impatience with ills plight. Hu cer-
tainly had no fear of tho stripped
condition in which he found himself
thus faco to fuce with the very first
principles of life. Ho was young, vig-
orous, healthy, .ready to match hi
wits and cunning against the naked
schema of existence, end even eager
t begin.

All this line of thought bad been
travorscd by Judith Haines beforo tho
man's arrival at the spring. Hhe, too,
had comprehended what the doiurt
signified; oho, too, bad entertained
noma thought of remnlnlng here only
long enough to recruit her strength
for a bold attampt to win a way out
to haunts of her kind.

Actuated equally by tbe pangs of
hunger, tbe man and the woman
both finally descended to the slender
field of life and greenory with Intent
to slay and eat. Ghent returned to
tho upper limits of tho growth In
quest of the covey of quail ha had
frightened from cover when hn came.
He found them at last and then with
stones to hurl whensoever ho could
see one be followed the swiftly run-
ning or flying birds for about two hot
hours, all In vain, his animal sav-
agery Increasing as he found himself
utterly baffled.

Judith could throw no Mil Ms of
rock. Bho had broken a twlgless
branch from an alder tree and finally
ran a rabbit to Its hole beneath a
ledge of stone and then stood thorn
to wait till It should again come forth
to be pounced upon and alaln.

Rigid, yet ready to strike at the
first soft patter of the rabbit's feet
upon the ground, she watched till her
muscles ached with the strain. Then

t Wet from thn cover of brush near
by a great rattlesnake crawlod on his
way to the holo where tha rabbit had
sped for security

Judith, Intent upon her savnge
business, fulled to note the roptllo's
approach till the creature wns almost
clone enough to strike her foot. Then
a sound of startlnment and loathing
abruptly burst from her Hps, und
she brought dow her club with a
blow that broko the rattler's buck
and left it writhing In death upon
the aand. Bho bent him again ami
again till his head wns crushed ami
his decorated tall was twisted belly
upward to the sun. The creature's
skin was broken along Its back, re-
vealing thn whitish flesh beneath.

Judith remained there no longer.
Hhe went down through the grorn-er- y.

startled by everything that
made a sound about her. Hnn was
all unstrung for hunting, What croa.
tures she saw appeared to flee from
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ber path in a new sort of terror. In
dcspulr of securing meat she exam-
ined tho acorns and manzanlta ber-
ries growing In the place. They wore
hopelessly green.

Meantime, Ghent had learned a
lesson In the uselessneso of throwing
nt birds that ran with nuch amazing
swiftness or sought thn shelter of
bushes too thick for olthor a missile
or his night to penetrate, to fly from
beneath his very feet when at length
ho came upon tluim. Ho heard tho
scattered members of the covey soft
ly whistling their cull wi llwy slowly
reassembled. Ha had gone to the
spring ugaln for water.

Punning mndn rapid growth tn his
being. He unswerod tho quail whistle,
Imitating readily tho simple noto that
they repnat. Around him half a
rioxnn of the brothnrlng little crea-
tures responded. Ha had taken up
two rreat tlstfula of atonos when, be-
holding four of tha plump brown
birds dart swiftly to the cover of a
inrub so denan thnt he failed to see
whore they concealed themselves be-
neath it, ho suddenly altered bis
plan. Quietly discarding the frag-
ments of rock he had gathered, he)
took up a largo hunk of porphyry
lying near hla feet, and raining It
arm's length above hla head, cau-tloui- ly

approached tho shrub. While
he was moving on the hiding place
two more quail scampered to Its
er.eltnr with their fellows.

Standing within five feet nf the
plnrn Ohent hurled the rock with all
his might fairly down through the
branches of the shrub, from which 4
number of the startled quail flew out
instantly. He plunged upon the
bmeh himself, and beneath the stone
and crushed In branches two of the
birds were lying, stunned or killed,
and hi sugar hands descended upon
them fiercely.

Kmltntlon leaped In bis blood. lie
would est!

CHAPTER VIII.
The Need of Lite.

made no mistake at
prompting of hisHICRNT He roaeted and nte
one of hla qualL The

other he kopt against the
ponnlbln dlmppolntments of his next
excursion for food. Hut, tremendously
refreshed and strengthened by his
meagre meal, he paused to plan for a
betterment of thn crude condition
into which he had been no abruptly
cast. He reckoned entirely without
Judith. In a grim, unmoved manner
he reflected that she woubt probably
perish In hor cava of privation and
hunger. If she Hlioutd. It would be
the solemn Judgment of the Iites on
thn feird of thn two depleted families.

Tho man's first precaution was to
hide ids uncooked quail where no
prowling beast could find It, He
thought of the coolest shade, alxvut
the spring, but determined upon u
cavity dug in tho earth. This was n
nimble expedient, quickly conclude.).
Ho scraped out u hollow with a piece
of flattened rock, then laid a olmllar
fragment at the bottom, and with,
piece at the sides and u slab on the
top soon had Ills "cupbourd" com-
plete, with the meat Inndde.

Two things ho knew he must fash-Io- n

without delny. Ono was a phil-
ter here among tha boulders, with
some nort of bed on which to sleep;
thn other was that first, most univer-
sal of prlmltivn man'n weapons, a
bow, A mirtihlees smile passed across

h'e features s t t1utM of bcliif
ubllaad tir ctrvunimtM.iw la artililla

jliltiwelf iww and arrosa with whlrb
to hunt fur Hi game lie wvuld,l4 I imr tup to dfelk4 lit life In,

ounairr, ss immj WOUI4 l
reyulrsd Iwfore lb weapon, h set te

urk at uiir. to ounitruct liua a
turn In which lu lay Ids ooueli.

During all lbs remainder of the
sir(Muii hi al,rd stoutly In Hie
un At tin ind of this nr.t rvrr u(

n ration , mJ pilot up three route
I ll end Utrit-.- l thi sratil Hour.
I ll.nt what ha poMoJ ail a ruutiaae
! nliral, up!! at U (runt, and flanked
at mi rer by a number of maaelta
k, ay iHiulder. Tha sun waa sin king
worn hla task was done, lie began to
wonder what manner of covering and
inaltiMs Ihs oasis would afford tiliu
fur hla bed.

While he stood there debating and
puiilliig, hi attention was attracted
by a movement far down on tbe op.
punlti side of the canyon. .Then he
illttniniol iht figure of Judith, tolling
up tho li lo her cave, with her
cloth aklrt bulMly laden. When sbe
threw down her load at lbs muuta of
hiralirltnr Ghent knew what it win-dr- ied

grusa which she bail pulled
l inn thn enrtb with ber banda. Bhe

returned fur more of tbl natural hay,
and thn man'a vexatious problem bud
btfii solved.

Them wui much of the seeded grass
among the trees and shrubs, but It
grew in tufts , often farapart. Until dark Ghent tolled with
hla knlfn and handa to supply hla
wanta for a bid; then be carried it
all lo hla shelter, making several trips
lor lun purpose.

Judith had made ber reatlna? mlaca
n comfortable as a rook floor and a
total absence of bedding would per-
mit. Hor hunger bad tone uuap.
peaed. Worn out whtn at length
the night deacended on the world of
mountain silences, ahe sat for a time
before ber cava grimly wondering
what would result on tbe morrow.
and the day after that, and all tbe
duy to oome In thla land of desola
tion where sue found beraeir, woree
than alone.
J'resently. out of tbe darkness.

gathering In masses on the mountain
slopes, and willing miles deep In tbe
chasms, a red glow of light made a
Jewelled spot upon the slope, up the
canyon. Ohent had lighted n fire for
hie comfort. It shone out, a beacon.
like n sign or nonie, and something
In Judith's nature was stirred, de
spite the fact that John Qhent bad
Ignited tne maze.

For nn hour she sat there, starving,
chilling, alone, her nature onco more
rigid nrul uncompromising, her de
termination to lire rekindled to a
frenzy, when tho fire across the
chasm died on the background of
night aho entered the cave and lay
upon her mat of rragrant grass. Hhe
did not sleep, for hunger was inlaw-
ing at her vital and ber mind was
vividly alive with worrying thoughts.

Ghent, In his roofless fort of rock,
hnd likewise thrown himself down to
rret for the night. Like Judith, how-
ever, he did not close hla eyes. He
had much to plan and much to do,
for he mmnt to escape this living
death and return to the world of men
and deeds.

CHAPTER IX.
Judith' Fea$t.

UENT had finally stept. ne
awoke at daylight, com-plate- ly

rested, and tre-
mendously alert for tbe

business of the day. Intent upon ac-

complishing much of tba labor he bad
planned for the day, be concluded bis
toilet rapidly and returned to cook
and dovoVr his second quail for
breakfast, after which he meant to
cut the material for bow and arrows
from a clump of willows be had
noted the previous day far down tbe
mountain oaale.

Once more the pungent odor of his
fire and crude scorching of meat was
floated In tantalising gusts to Judith,
who bad been baffled tn her effort
to alay a wild creature for food.

Bhe bad come once more to the
ledge of rock beneath which a cot-
tontail bad Ita burrow. There lay
her rattlesnake, cold and stiff. Judith
looked at the ugly form attentively,
ber gaxe held, fascinated, by tbe one
spot on the reptile's back where the
akin had been broken away, showing
clean whits meat.

Great hunger has no compunction.
Judith passed the stages of delicate
demands; she was famished for food;
aba waa savage with the need to eat.
In the purely animal mood that pos-

sessed her she took up the snake by
the tall and carried It away to her
cave. There she laid a heavy rock
upon It ugly head, and then with a
cnarpor fragment of stone loosened
more of the skin on thn reptile's back,
nnd presently succeeded in skinning
the eel-lik- e body to the tall. With
two sharp-edge- d rocks, one to strike
with, tho other to strike upon, she
hacked the clean white meat Into
pieces a few Inches long, then cast
an eager scrutiny toward the camp
of thn man up the canyon.

Hn wus not at home. A thin blue
co! unit of smoke arose from tho dy
Ing embers of his lira where hn had
cooked und eaten his bird, but Ghent
himself had disappeared.

Judith sped down the hill to the
cover, then up tho ravine, und so to
hla camp with all her speed. Hho had
caught up a handful of yellowed
grass and a number of dried out
twigs ns flhe went. Bhe even tore a
shrub from Its hold In the Kind, and
thus was prepared with Inrlammablo
fuel boforo she came upon the dying
tire,

Without a look at the structure
Ghent hud built, without the slightest
curiosity ns to any possessions ho
might havo gathorod, she knelt upon
thi ground at once and, blowing upon
the graying embers, ignited the grass
and then her twigs and brush, to a
crackling flame, and fled with tho
blazing torch to tbe natural protec-
tion of the tree.

Replenishing her stock of twigs a
ahe hastened along, and pausing from
time taj time to foster tbe flames that

ani4 .lij..i.d ie riUh In herhand, aba rami at length In brravs aailn, w.m ahe hastily up.
nMita.1 stunted .ruh to letd lo the
lira sua nan rMnltn

The Mm of rn thai ehi finally
roastml on a plt abuts th.i malaera strvakid llb fat Ihat brown-- !
lliMii Invitingly The brrakfast th-a- t
Judith prraaiitiy dvnurl wa g.xd,
The rlr.ii rlon, Juicy and iwhI,
Vie ate the pleica In hir liugirs witha certain animal nju mailt she hadnever known lfor. and whin shebad flnUUd sin rnnraaln.1 ha

portion of br auppty la tbecool dark end of her cave.
As Uunl bad done whin hla firstrrude inial bad been concluded, the

wo"'att begin to reflect on the needs
vjhlch eviry surctidlng dey wouldthrust upon htr hire, rlhe knew tbatshe could nut dipand on a club as heronly weapon for providing meat! ahe

about the place could be relied upon
to furnlih fuel that would keep tierAre going night and day. even coul I
ahe manage to fell the largest treeand rxiuci them to logs, rire seeinusL hava, and lire aha must thire.
IVwMT r,r"J',rr1 10 ,nU' M occasion

Her mind reverted lo her chlMhMddayswhen she had played in taaforest with ons of hir cousins, a
i.1!,"?. undt nluroua spiritswho by their own cleverout In ths wilds. Bhe remem.bored their dleappoluUn efforts at

Bhe almoat smiled aa her memory
recalled the. burning glass whloh hadfinally boen adopted under pretensv
of Its bolng flint and steel. Thatburning gloss had been so splendidly
reliable. Bhe wished sho had it witfi

umln to remember where she hadseen eomethlng like It recenUyquite recently, Indeed. Then abruptly
ho knew the lantern she had notedleaned to the car of the captive bal
pon. nnd the bulging lene with whichit was provided.

Hho left her care at once, and has-trnln- g

nlong the rocky slope modeher way down to the bed of the green
oasis, and so to the great perpendlcu.
lar wails at Ita lower extremity, thenpast ths scattered boulders and downthrough rock and gravel where thedelta of the huge ravine debouchedupon ths deacrt

Tn. ?."WM 'ntenssljr hot again,especially here on the plain. JudltlKkept etralght. determined course,however, and at the end of nearlytwo houre of walking cams in sight
of the wreckage she sought, thehastened on. and at last a beam ofunendurable light flashed from the

ei-- - gieam rrom thebulging plecs of glaas, reflecting theglaro of the eun. Bhe ran. and whenshe came there fairly threw herselfupon tho precious lantern, in the lensof which lay tho latent power toIgnite the very world.
The prize she coveted was hers atlast lens, lamp and all and Into herkeen mind crept the thought of snares

and trep for rabbit and birds de.v'ces she had helped to contructwith that same young woodsman, hercousin. Sho, therefore took nearly
naif of the tangled cordage whichhad formerly aerved to enmesh thebag of tho captive balloon, and withthis nnd her lantern for a burden shereturned the long, hot way to hermountain rolroat.

Ghent, tn her absence, had tolledii..air of mP'"nce to whittleand a number of arrows.Ho had gone to the spot where thewings from his quail had beenthrown the day before, and, having
extracted the best of the feathers tobind upon his shafts, had assailed, histask with Joy.

Long before noon he bad completedtho tapering down of hla weapon. Hebad amoothod and notched it beforoho was finally confronted by the prob- -'lem of furnishing a string. He hadqulto overlooked this vitally Impor-'- "'feature. Failure mocked htm at
i.,.H.1E,""ht of h'f nopM- - he. like,Judith, remembered the portion oftho .wrecked balloon below on thedesert by the cactus plants, anddropped all employment to hasten tosecure what remained of the cordage.

When at longth be came upon thobattered car he knew ahe hid beenthero before him. The lantern, how-J.I- "dl1 n' ".las. It had been
In his stress of other needs,and his thoughts were concorned ex-clusively with the cords he required

for his bow.
Tthat Judith had taken first choiceof these he was promptly aware. Allthat remained of ropes and net he cutaway; and reflecting on usea to whichthe wicker baskot might be put, hehacked out eomo unbroken portions

secured them in a pack, and plodded
In Judith's trail across tha desart andup tho slope and Into and past theoasis till ha came once more to thework he had been obliged to abandonfor a time.

Beforo sunset he had finished hiswenpons sufficiently to take them In
hand nnd go upon a hunt. He shotat two quail and a rabbit, all of whichhe missed. One of his arrows was
broken, a second waa lost, ond thethird was too crooked for usefulness.
In hl.i disappointment and tmpatlenoe
hn attempted to repeat his success ofthe evening before at hunting with aheavy piece of rock. In this he failed.
To add to his helpless discomfort, hecaught his pocket on a toughened
shrub and torn It entirely open. Hismatches were lost, a. fact undUoov-ern- dnt the time.

Fiercely hungry again on hla diet ofono small bird a day, the man waa
forced to retreat to his camp for thenight, chagrined and defeated. Com.forties, wenrled, and with blisteredhands and aoMng body, ho aat on aatone nt the door of his fort while theworld rolled deeper Into gloom. Dis-covering the loss of his matches now,
when with stiff, bruised Angers hehad pulled and fetched somo brush
fuel to the place for a fire, bis im-
patience was rendered complete.

Ho cursed nt the twig that had torn
his pocket open and found himself
thrust face' to face, as JuiMtb had
boon, not only with the wretchedness
of a tireless evening at hie camp, but
also wlthi the problem of obtaining
fire for the morrow, and the days to
follow after that A realizing sense
of Judith's discomfort of the nlgbt
oerore was nnauy vouonsssea Dtaa.

1 Be Continued) ,


