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CHAPTER X,

Discoverles,
S HENT arces at dawn to re-

( sums the work upon his
l arrows. At § o'clock ha

had feathsred four, Half
A8 hour Jater he had slain that same
Wafrightensd old grouse that Judith
Bad pursued without avall. Despits
the savage thoughts that had driven
him forth, he knew he must cook this
maat before he could sat it.

He spont considerable tims in &
frultiess search for his matches be-
fors he finally thought of a singular
depoait of obsldian, over which he
‘Bad passed on his way to this oasis,

Reasgoning that anything so hard
and flut-like would render up a
apark at a stroke from the ateel of
hia knife, he clambered up the atesp
ascent past the ledge of rock and
over the table-land and down Its
farther declivity till he cameo to the
glittering beit of stuff from & plece
of which he hoped to conjurs fire.

When at Jeugih Glent cams upon
& Iarge rounded "button" of eclear
obsidian he waa forcibly struck by
ita resemblance to & magnifying lens.
As conversant as Judith had been
with the functions of a burning-
glaas, he tried excitedly to procure a
foous of the sun's hot rays through
this natural substance, so nearly
formed for the purpose, but without
results,

He searched the place {n a faver of
degire, The glare of It mocked him.
The heat that was already rising
mads him dissy and falnt, He began
t9 suffer thirst again, especially at
the memory of thoss houra of his
tolling In thess barren hills. With
his energies bent upon the task of
finding a plece of this stuff that
might be chipped to a lens, he sud-
denly remembeared his watoh, an old-
fashionsd timeplece bulging a pocket
\ of his trousers.

b In & wild Impatience he pried up

'l the crystal with the biado of his

Enife, and turning It quickly to the

sun, beld his hand below It and

moved it up and down to find the

foous. A great dlak of light ahone

» olear on his skin till he drew |t down

smaller and amalier, until the rays all

/ fell in a concentrated spot of brilliance

A8 small as a freckle—and Ghent

fung his bhand out, satisfactorily

Pburned, and shouted aloud ln delight,

Eager for nothing but to hastea to

eAmp, make a fire, and roast his

breakfast, he dstermined he could

reach his camp by a roundabout way

iavolving less climbing of the alopa.

Thes route he chose was longer than

be bad imagined. It took him far

around the buse of the table land,

and #0, at length, to an upper divi-

slon of the great ravine in which the
apring had its rise.

He recognized the fact that this was

v - & branch of the larger canyon, and

' . followed it down at a rupld pace il

‘he came upon a great dike of pors

phyry fully as large as a house, He

‘walked benenth the shadow of this

maas of rock, looking up It In wonder

tll bhe found himaelf halted at its

baae Iﬁ an extracordinary speciacle.

‘" Hollowed In the bulk of the  awer-

fog, clift-like lodgo wos & blacke.wd

oave or recess, fully ten fesat doeep,

and quile as wide, On a rulde st of

table made of rocks, agalnst ong of

ita walls, Inside, lay svwetling that

glittered ln the ligat, Out un the

gravel at the mouth of the cavern lay

two of the most ulterly gruesviue

objects John Ghent had ever beheld -

the skelctons of uw puir of human be-

lngs, bleached to duzzling whiteness

In the glare, the skulls of both aplt

» i

open. P,
The men had bas . dead so Paug that
pa “dAhing remained upon  thelr
Wied bonea-nothiog save some effl-
glee of thick-soled buois, now warped
and ahriveled to moere suggestions of
. what they oncoe Had been, He looked
about the cavern pquiringly and
presently discoversd & third frall

skeleton—that of & rifle,

Oaly the bariel, the lock and other
Bron furnlahings remained as thay
onos had boen fashic: 4. All the
#tepl' was coated with rust, It was

Bu 0 fartined mureie joading wea:
proon e rwinrod of .'-'-‘-"m“_
e & wip of wody A Whan
Gihent tonk the gun in his hands the
Block fell away anud he look lay with
I In e sand

MHis posn returned 1o the table that
the cove's Iwe secupants had mads
of wtone within the shalter. Tha shin.
Ing objeci that lay upon It atiracted
ble attention. 1 was gold & large
Holden nugset,  untaraished, atill
i Kingly bLirlght, and fashioned by
nature with a hole through ita manss,
an If [L aymbolised the #rele and
the hollowness of life. e took up
the nuweet, but oast It down agsin, &
bitter smile playing on his lpa

The aquivk, sharp serutlny to whieh
the cave was subjoctad brought noth.
Ing further to Heht. Abowt to loave,
the visltor's sttention was eaught hy
A round, dark object, hidden by tha
shadow of & rough profection of
stons,  Ha stepped clossr and found
It was an old cantesn, still coverad
with rotted feit.

Hefoleing to Aind an articls s aa-
eential 1o Mis nesds against the day
when his should make an Attampt ‘o
escaps fram the dessrt, Ghent startad
ones more for his fort, With the
rusted barrel of the rifla and ths well.
presarvad eantesn In his possession,
ho went on his way down the ' ~r 1
raving deeply sobored by what he had
bebeld,

CHAPTER X1.

The Sarage Passion,
| ITH spent that day in de-
vising and fashioning means
for the capture of game.
Hhe set to work on the
cordage. The snare that
sha fAnally Anished was erude and
useless, hut, unawnre of its deficlen-
clon, whoe carried 1t down to the thieket
whore quall must sometimes travel,
and there ghe secured It between two
cinmps of shrubbery, trusting to cap.
ture aomething wsoon. A noose to
hang & rubhit eluded all the efforis of
her mind, either at memory or in-
vention. She nostponed {ta manufac-
ture In favor of a rude sort of drop.
Thoughts of tha atout wicker car
of the wrecked balloon had prompted
her fngenulty tn this simple oraft,
Ehe went to the thickest growth of
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(en rearh tha valley that stretohed

Avway¥ to gresncry heyond

Tim sun had climbed the Aoudiess
vauit, and &l the sarth was shim.
mering With his head protected by
mly & square of cloth, on the under
side of which soms lsavas had besn
wecurad, Chent found the haat almont

insipportahla
M

(liare and auiver and hall fteslf
seeied Bendsd together in the parch-
(g nle when he cama at lsngih to the
summit of the lower rangs of hills
plateni. Uin the farther gide he de.
seended through s serios of ravines,
of which wars shaded. Ilia
cmergencs upon the pla‘n below was
remnrkably abrupt. At ons moment
shiit in and unabile to bahold an opan
spnce g hundred yards befors him, he
suddenly out of the pass, upon
w gentle slope, with & vast plain
apread Aatly for milag

No =0 had he peen it tham &
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the willows, and breaking out an arm-
ful of long, slender branches, took
them to the shade and wove a large,
fut mat, lke a section from the bot-
toan of the basket left stranded on
the dasert. It was a atout plece of
worl, nearly threa feet square when
whe had Anished,

Bhe next provided a oY plecs of
willow n foot In length with & long
cord tied to its centre, and then, with
a number of heavy stones that she
readlly gathered, she was ready to
procesd, What quall she had seen
had been running about the harsh-
Inokine mountain bushes that grew
ahove their gresner neighbors. On
thess sha discovered mmall, dark
eredn, noquantity of which she gath-
ered to strew upon the sand for her
lure,

Having selected a spot wall tracked
by tha feet of the small brown birds,
she fetched her trap to the place. The
mat she had woven was placed, bear-
Ing masveral stones upon Ita top, with
one edro resting on the ground, while
under the opposite edge she stood her
foot long stick with the cord attachad
to Its centre In such n manner that it
propped and supported the welght of
the loaded fall,

Her Intontlon was to ait concealed
wrow, with the farther end of the
cord in her hand, to wailt till the un-
sunpacting quall should gather be.
neath the trap at thelr sager feed-
Ing. Then she would jerk away ths
prop and down would come the fall,
made deadly by the welght of rocka
upon It,

It waa a long and wearisome vigil
te which slin was compelled by her
despernte hunger, All the long, hot
hours of the early nfternoon she ant
In hor hiding place alertly watching
for proy.

When at length the shadows began
to lean eastward from the declination
of the sun aha heard the comfortable
Hitle sounds of & covey of quail feed-
Ing slowly along the alops, Her
breath came qulekly as & numbar of
the reatlessly darting lttle fowls ap-
priared by the side of hor trap, Three
of them fed with avidity upon the
seods  ahe had  scattered on  the
ground. Then, an she leanad tensely
forward, the eord In her hand drawn
t/ 2, a palr of the birds moved un-
wuspoctingly benoath the loaded mat.

With & aharp exclamation on her
iips Judith jerked out thes prop, and
Instantly leaping to her feet ran to
the plare and hud the wild satisfac-
tion of beholding one of the helpless
qunll pinned Aatly to the earth. The
others had fown In alnrmm. In her
enrer haste she snatched up the mat
to cluteh her prize. The bird had
been mortally hurt, with & wing bone
snnpped and lts back cut and brulsed,
yet It scrambled to its reet, its In-
stinct for life still strone upon it, and
darted away towar! ..o ocover,

Judith sped afic: it instantly.

oo
It gnd thinner. Even

Ehe

It halted in the thickness of a bunch

of willows. Bhe pounced upon it with
animal ferocity, erushing the willows
down upon the trembling form with
&ll her weight.
the crumpled bit of ment and fenth-
ers & moment later the last apark of °
lite had gone out In a flutter of fear.
By the fast falling rays of the sun
&he Ignited a fire at her enve and had
soon scorched and eaten her dinner.

When she extricated

Bhe knew she muat manage to lay

more traps than one, and that all
muat bs practically automatie. Food
she must and would have till aha
could leavae this desolntion, and on
traps alons could she rely for birdas
or rabibits. With straws and sticks
ahe began a study on the ground to
invent the means of
that the
themselves,

preporing a trap
creatures would spring upon

She noosed a cord and studled in-

tently to recall tlis mathods that hep
Young boy cousin had once employnsd
to hang a cottuntall, When at length
she fancied she bad molved the me-
chanical problem ahe was baffied by
the need of a knife with which to
cut the necessary twigs with thelr
notches and triggers,

The darkneas engulfed her while

8he sat there pondering her prohlems.
Until the echill of the hligher moun-
taln alr crept down upon her mhe re-
malned thers, wWrapped in study. Her
Inventiona
tha sheer lack of tools,
herself down upon her bed of grass
at last, still feverish with the riddle
of her neada,

had come to g halt for
Bhe threw

Bhe slept, and her ming wana free

to labor untrammelled in its wiy of
mystery, Bome time late In the night
ahe was suddenly awakensd,
up In bed, tremulously excited. The
pleuths of her braln, in search for
needed Implements, had moented ateesl
at last—the steel atrips bedded tn her
cursets,

Bhe sat

In the utter dnrkness of her cavern

she lald her hands and teeth to the
task of ripping qut the priceless
blades of metal, &nd when she had
fnished she clutched them fust and
returned t her slesp like & child

CHAPTER X1I1,
Primordial Beings,
W NLY an eagsr Inventor or an
artlsan skilled |n creating

forms In woud and metal
miy cowprehend the fever

In which Judith labored In the morn-
Ing t¢ make herself a knife.

Two of the steals were large and
ng: the remainder ware smallar
the patr that
|

ran down the hill to the shaded oasis. Promised good results wers much foo
An savagely as a famished tigress the
woman flung hersslf forward on the
earth to catoh It in her hand.
missed It, and ross to dash on agaln,
tearing her clothing on the brush as
she ran and keeping her eves upon
the wounded bird relentlessly.

lcug wna pliant. She pounded one In
the centre with a shurp edged rock,
and finally succeeded In breaking it
In twaln,

The pleces were abundantly pro-
vided with amall brass catches along
the outer edge. Utllizing thess pro-
Jections, Judith bownd the etrips of
steel to roughly prepared handles,
after which she was ready to begin
the task of grinding the blades to
practionl keennesw,

While she labored thus, oreating
and devising at her cave, (Jhent had
been scarcely leas active, Hig deter-,
mination to esoape from the desert
had been tremendously augmented
by his recent discoverios, The thought
of the two bleached skeletons, Iying
pugxestively near, persistently haunt-
ed hia dreams. Possession of a sound
canteen for carrying water made an
exploration of the desert poamble,

Impatience courned {n his velps, yac
the man was wise in hias sense of the
dangers with which the deaclation
abounded, Of these, starvution wae
the first, Hoe ocould make no attempt
to leave this strip of life and green-
ery till he could slay and prepare a
nuwnmber of birds or rabbits, to be
carried, llke his can of water, against
the demands of his body,

Meantime, he had never been any-
thing but hungry, night or day, and
between hlmaself and Judith was
waged a sllent competition for the
living ereatures on which they must
both of tham prey, Boms of Judith's
contrivances he found in the run-
ways of the animals. What success
alis had achisved in killing roeat for
food he could not know, For him-
aslf, ha had whittled new arrows
aince his bow waas atlll hia only
weapon, and upon them he depended
wholly for supplios.

Thus went the days In the canyon.
Judith contdnued to be far more starved
than Ghent. Dosplte her anares, traps,
pita and sling, her means of socuring
food were far less certain than the
man's, Time after time ahe waa
driven to return to her first crude
deadfull, which she watehed for half-
days at & time,

All day, when pot otherwise en.
gaged, she labored with mind and
handa to produce new enginea of de-
struction with which she must wagh
a battls for life agalnat the helpleas
denlzens, birde, animals and snakea,
whoss world was the limited oaasls.

Gihent, only barely leas hungry than
Judith, and even moure active and

aggressive, had becoms an apparition
of animal ferocity His clothing, ke
hers, woa tattersd Like Judith, he
was hatless. His beard had become
an ugly stubhis that failed to oone
coal the sear upon his jaw, His syes
glittered shurply and aggressively,
He was thinner. The look of the
faumished wos upon him,

Wihen o and Judith met at the
spring or In pursgit uf ereatures of
the bruah, never a word passed he-
tween them. They faced sach other
for a moment n unabated hatred
that was dally Incronsed rather than
diminished by the plight of living to
which they had both besn rediiced,
By tacit agresment,’ Ghent remalned
almost exclusively In posseasion of
the upper bulf of the oasls, while to
Judith fell tha lower extent of Lhe
narrow realm of greenery —tbhe slendor
bridge of life

Qut of shenr necessity, Judith had
constructsal or gathered more applls
ances than Ghent., Beyond hils shels
ter and his bow and arrows, he had
made himself nothing at all. Judith,
at the end of & period of feverish
employment, had accumuluted an as-
tunishing nwmber of properties,

Ghent had scorned nll thought of
provision save that of suMclent food
to assure his escupo, As {f at last
the goda of chance smiled bonignly
on his snterprise, he had the s'ngular
Kood fortune to kill three quall and
& grouss on an evening when Judith
finally oompleted and mset the most
akiifully contrived of all her traps.

He therefore detarmined to delay no
longer, but to make & particular ef
fort toward securing anothear brace
of birds at dawn, and with all hims
moeat and hils can of water to Isave
the place furever -and Judith te her
fate,

CHAPTER XIII.
The Land of the Lifeless.

PP and allently haunting the
Kreenary with bow In hand,
befors the day had fairly
broken tha following morm.
ing, Ghent roved from one

end to the other of 1he eanyon's growth

without mecuring so mich as & shot

Impatient and half Aetermined to start

upon his migration with tha same

Frouse and quall that would still re-

main after eating his breakfast, he

pressnily emerged from ons of the
thickets and dlscovered Judith's lat.
ent trap, with two Hve quall beneath

It striving valnly to escape.

He glanced about, Hhue was not Ip
slght, Desperation had intensifed the
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fend between them, Their battla went
deepar than tribal hatred; It sounded
the final abhysses of life und death.
Ment was meat. and no mora hera
than his, Life wans life—and the fit-
test would wurvive,

He hesitated for a moment only,
then killed the quall and took them
from the trap, For bia breakfast ha
ato but a single bird, Ho had thres
cooked quill und & groumse to carry
for his needs, The sun was gilding
the loftler peaks of the world of
mountaln austerity when at length he
mads ready to depart,

While ha miood thers Judith had
come forth from her cave, and, hav-
Ing started for the spring, nuw be-
held the man, and paused to wonder
4t his uetions, On his back sho saw
a bundle, wrapped In grass and loaves,
In his hand he held the empty can-
Judith kpnoaw that ha was going,
duubtiesa to return no moroe. She falt
it by instinet, Her own wild longing
1o escape this place and flea Lack to
frivnds and clvilization bad rendered
hor sympathles acute, The bundile
and the filled canteen told hor all
#he could have wished to know, Ghent
wan |saving her alons In Lhis moass
uroless land of desolation,

Hhe drank at the spring and bathed
hor face and arma, then visited her
traps, found them empty and went
all that day without a tastes of food.

Ghent had dolnrrpllud to cross the
range and attempt his sacaps by the
north. He cllmbed up the bed of the
gorge at a rapld paoe, for the ahadow
wau cool and the alr amasingly re-
freshing. A mile up the titanle chan-
nei he came upon a singular feature
of the canyon. It widensd out to a
veritahle amphithentre of stone.

Not a shrub or & wilsp of growing
stuff had foothold here. It was noth.
Ing but rock and ground.up rock, red,
black, gray and yellow, Halfway
wlong the solld barrier he found
rift, whare torrents had washed away
A substince softer than tho cliffts
thoemanlves, And hera he aused, for,
dug In the bank on the northern aida
of nature's excavation, was a hols
that none hut man could have mads
It was the mine where ths two man
long aince dead had delved In the
rock for gold,

The men had tunnuefled g short dls.
tanea only Into the rock. By tha
light of reflacted sun rays (dhent eould
#ae It in the hole— gold as pure as tha
earth's great alechemint can  make,
hedded in & crooked scam, He all bhut
forgol hils own desperate misslon, anid
won alowly approaching the magnet
of metal, when ha saw at his feet o
glraming plls that, once held In «
tag, now lay haaped whera the elin-
ments had strewn |t when the sub-
stance of the canvas pouch had frit-
tered away in wind and rain.  He
shook hia haad at the worthlsss gold,
and atartad onos more on his way,

Long before noon he had come upen

sound of gladness broks from his Hpe.
lrown the slope, and looming above
the atunted brush that grew upon
the desolats land, was apparently the
figurs of & mwan, vho was slowly mov.
Ing backward and forward in the
iwlare, Too far away to bs algnaled,
the fgure could nevertheless bs overs
taken, Ghent wsiarted toward it Im
w fover of Joy and excltament.
Presontly he halted. The figure
wna hardly two hundred yards away,
It had now become singularly still
Puzzled, and boginning to fesl seme
slckening dobbt, Ghent went enward,

| stumbling & trifle 1n bis eagerness

and panting with heat and breath.
lennnoas,

It must be & man! It had 10, be &

| man!

But Afty yards from the thing that

"hnd fured him down the slope he was

ready 1o wink In disappointment te
the eurth.

It wos merely a oaotus plaat, gre-
tepquely ke the figure of & man
The dancing alr of the desert had
pesmed to Impart the motions of life
to ita form.

Ghent did not approach 1t nearer.
The truth had Jarred upon him with
n shock, In the heat and dancing of
the alr he had need to pause and
makn an effort to remoember what It
wia he had heen striving to achieve
when the vision of thin desert coms-
panfon had been thrust upon Mm.
Yen he ramembered—he had been
hastoning northward, out of this
hideous dessrt. Ha started aguin,
his desperate hope o reach some
haven of men and open farmas,

From tima to time he sipped from
ha can of tepld water, A mile fuar.
ther on he oame to a shelving tes-
race in the wvalley, above a lower
floor, Down in that sunken deprea-
slon the alr took on & newar, more
fantastlc manner of dancing, and the
Innd was populons with oaotl, near
and far, thot resembled human be-
ings. All of them moved. All were
terriily nilent,

Ghent folt that they would drive
him mad. He was mocked as no man
hnd aver bheen mooked befors. They
wore not to be fgnored. As he moved,
no they moved, When hs halted, they
moved less ecertalnly, but some ap-
peated to turn about, or to sway in
their tracks, or to change thelr posi-
tlons while his ayss weres turned
Awny. He knew thsy wers grialy
yueen plants - mera Joshua tress—Ikes
tha one ha had approached, yet they
took on auch motions and looks of
life that his one crased Impulss was
ta run from ona to another of the
parched, forbidding things, erylng tor
vompanionship and guldance,

With all his strength of will ha
forged northward, mors slons than
bhefure, In all this grisly company. A
thought thut thoss bahind weres pur-
sulng hlin began, st longth, to haunt

Wis i, A hundred thines he turned
abruptly about and faced the ghosts
thot appeared to dog - hik trall

MHe went on, e pursed the Joshua
troes, doomed forever to this dance
of dvath, to which they would fain
entlon him. He wis strong; he had
wator and ment, he would keep his

course and come upon human habita-
tlons. Yot there came an hour when
the heat was no longer supportable,
With a brain on fire and sensos reel.
ing drunkenly, nmld all the quivering
of the alr, he stuggered ahead till he
know he could go no mora,
Bomsthing In ona of the yuceas off
the left abruptiy sugpested his
father, gone ta his long eternity, Like

to

& helpleas child the man stumbled
wenkly through the stunted brush,
moking for the form. As he came
there 1L wteadied, coaning to move,
thon develuped in all hte desert it

ness, a wtirf, bare thing, as llittls ke
a parent as 8 gallows, Nevertheless,
C(thent threw himself down on the
!t.'orc‘.zln[ sand where the post-liks

ITunk canl 8 baid of ghade umen the
b and ®UN sl e hesd and a
ertion wf s Lady thus preiested

Prom Ibe glais, e jay parvhing ol e
fesll

CHAPTER XIV,
The City of Dreams.

OR neariy an hour Ghent Po.
mained st the foot of the
yusra, Ny then (he sun
was so nearly parpendicunlar
above It that the shads had

Aminished to & hatful. Me arces, Is
Svery direction the ghost-like forme
wera moving in that silent, steslthy
MARDEr, eanh ona pramising a
pateh of shads and
the other Hosking the
after antoher, and
fuid from bis hot
&l length, exhausted
ready for death,
that a fragment of
oast from the

Iy wag not until the
that he ross and som
chosen courss. Until
forged straight north
Having then arrived,
M 8 low but
backbone of
Weariness abruptiy
and body, he
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can, By them the same horrible dance
of the alr had recommenced, his brain
beginning 1o sesthe, and the moun
taln range before him had mot only
receded, but its cool, dark shadows
had shrunk from the glare
cloudless aky,

Ghent balted st the tep of
of rock and gravel to guse
shimmaering
his goal, Wowly he
contemplation of the cistant
looked to the westward
man eried out In & way of
sortasy and raised his hand
forehead, He could
his senses, yet out thers, not
than five miles away,
bullt bealde a laks, with

E

£z

tapering  stesples  ...linotlly gt
agninst the sky,

He marvalled that he had not be-
held It sooner, but his vas coneern
was to hurry there as fast as his
reeling senses ocould direct him., A
new grasp on his faculties wag af-
forded by the sight. He knew he
could traverse the distance; he knew
that his power of will would sustain
him to reach the goal, despite the
drondful Increase of the heat,

For half an hour he plunged
stralght onward, At the end of that
time a depression In the plain was
before Mm. It was small; he would
oross It in less than five minutes; he
must jose sight, briefly, of that pre-
clous abiding place of man,

Down the sioplng side of the dry,
rocky swale he haastened and up on
the opposite rise, For n moment,
when he came ngadn upon the higher
level of the valley, he could ses no
wgn of town or lake. It was, how-
ever, slightly more to the south than
he had fancied. That his briain was
revolving In his skull 'as a thing he
felt, Naturally it turned him around,

There came a moment when, with
his aching eyes strained and fixed
upon the vislon befors him, he sud-
denly heheld it disappear—evaporate
in the merciless glare and fade from
the face of the sarth. He thought fo=
& moment that the sun had smitten
him blind—at least, to objects nt “

distance, He rubbed his hand across
his forchead—and the oty roeap.
peared,

He winked, and still another oity '

was created In the blue, Imposed whon
that which was wrong side up, The
Eroan he might have ultered dind
away in his throat from his weaks
nesa. He knew it at last—this clty of
dreams—the empty mirage thad
backona kind to thelr doom!




