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CHAPTER XIV.
llVMtlUl.)

The City of Dreamn.
BICKKNIXO lenio of h!i
helplcinr cava way to a
crcater emotion In Ohent's
ftutiliorn being, lis would
not give up I Ho would not

vtfl In this open hflll Ho would live
nd defy the very fntesl It mpnnt

olnf back nil the lone wuy buck to
'the mountain o.tsls back to the

prlng, the ntrugclo and to Judith
JUIneil

Ha laughed nloud, In n tcrrlbto
manner and startod dizzily south
ward, fnclnc- - the nulverlntr desert ha
had travelled.

How ha BtnRccrtd at noon to ttiu

nr rocic no poind nover iinvn tniii.

how ions no my inero, jiununs nnn

much by Instinct as by design, ho

roie, toward sundown, and stag-

gered oft southward doggedly bound
home.

He walked till nearly midnight. My

then he hud topped tho range of htlU
lie had scaled at dawn going north-
ward.

Ohcnt gazed ncroB the mighty land
from tho rocky summit whore ho
made his bed and fancied ho couM
Just discern tho great V cleft In the
ranee bo far to tho southward tho
ran go of tho green o.mln. While he
looked a hiHtrouH star burned In glory
down In tho vory nuglo of tho V. Vat
a moment ho thought It mut bo

Judith's camp-fir- e, glowing In tho
nlsht a bencon light of comfort and
of home. Then ho know It was not.

iie nnn into urcaum-a- nii't'ii, mm
tha mlffhty proccuslon of the spheres,
working out tho destinies of planets,

,auns and moons, swung weatwurd In
tha desert realms of space.

CUAPTEIl XV.

The Acme of Loneliness.
11A1NKH, left to

In the mountain stripnUDITU had undergono
sensations whun ut

the end of her first day of
absolute solitude tho twilight found

hr wrapped 1" reflections before her
open cave. Ju.it boforw sunsot nlm

liad slain a rabbit with her sling. Her
traps wore set. Her grim sehomo of
living had abatol not a Jot of Its
fierceness.

Nevertheless, tho night brought on- -

poignant ruallzatlon of ull that It

meant to bo living hero alono, ubatr
"done4 toy tho other humun bcln with
whom sho had coinn to tho do.sert.

How It would Heein on tho morrow,

and after a week, and after a month
had passed sho eould not oven faintly

'oqnjecturc. nm mien mi eiuuruwu
laolatlon must noon liccomo terrible.

'' ahe could liave no doubt. Tho thought
of living on and on, slaying tho blrdn

and beasts for food, speaking to no
one, seelnc no being of her kind, de-

generating rapidly Into a savage fe-

male hermit this was but faintly
Ufgestod to her mind, for sho

hunned tho prospect fn dread.
All that dny she liad roamed tho

mall green theatre of life, hungry,
unkempt and disturbed. When nt
length sho rotlrcd within her cavo

that night she had no thought of fear.
She heard tho howl of some prowling
coyote that camo hero to hunt. Ho
hunted In silence, and finding her
trap, wherein a belated quail had been
captured at dusk, killed tho bird and
robbed the trap, devouring his victim
on the spot.

In the morning a second of Judith's
nirtnes qf capturo had performed Iti

funotlons. slaying a grouso. Hhn hurt
meat In abundance. Hhn hrenkfuHtcd
heartily for once, and set hnr traps
anew, discovering the feathers left on

B4 ground waara the Ion ooyoto had

'1 ': :

inunrti1 hi ftTl. treusd m.g daf f Ohnt'
ti4 imwafd Judith h4

ruUM4 f iaiiip from a dUUn
uli nirr.iis from hr rv Wink
lift . fi.kfaat flnUhkd sh pro-(d-

up lb ftn' an4 lKlt gJu
Upon the ahrllvi (Ihrnt i4 ind. bb
frit h" uuM ntvrr rrturn.

Not fur long, how"r, could Judith
trinkla hf In ldlns. Jrwd
falo aooa, and bothtred anew by

a uncunttnllkd atracdt of bar hair,
kpeclally those which IralUd down

htr forlid and Into hrr ), abe
tot a twig from a willow, wound hr
front lock upon It, and auddnaly
concaitcd a plan fur ridding titrlf
of tlics" trrnrs (iitllrly llli cuuld
burn thru) oif.

The oprratlon, with Judith, a

brief affair. Iteturulng to her cave,
he til re upon certain of the ainoldrr.

Inr ainbrra of lir bruakful.flra an.1
thus sreured a number of twlg'
0IUVIIIIB IIU lUfl HI, lllbll VI VU IJ

tbtlr length. With two of these kept
alive In her hand ahe hastened once
more to the spring, In unn still pool
of whloh she had preilouily een her
face inflected.

It was the work of moment only
to catch up tho stray, flying strand
thut unnoyvd her so constantly and
wind them tightly on n stick. Thus
held In a firm, tidy manner close up
to her scalp, the locks were ready
for tho brand. Hhe caught up one
of tho twigs with red lire uglow upon
Its end, leaned out again ovor the
ml rrurl ii ir mini of water, and druwlnn
tho hot coal straight along tlik twill
on which her hair was rolled, burned
It off In u clean straight line tu '

neatly us a barber could have cut It
tine climbed the slope and, pro-

ceeding to the shelter, stood with
folded arms dlsdutufully looking It

over. There lay the cordage ho had
fetched from the vulloy, and there
lay Ills bow, unstrung, with a number
of arrows beside It. The ashes of hie

former llres lay In a small gray heap,
lit tho dge of which were bones half
burned and greasy. Kor a moment

tho thought of tuklng the bow, for
which sho felt certain aho could
readily fashion additional arrows.

Then a scorn for unythlng and
everything that a Ohcnt had miulo
or handled brought a hard compres

sion on her lips nnd a light ot con-

tempt to her eyes. The things could

nil Ho hero and rot! When sho

needed a bow sho would make one.

Kho turned to tho spring. A cer-

tain senso of freedom stole upon her,

especially now thnt Ghent's shelter
had been visited. Theje could be no

restraint upon her actions. 8ho was

all alono. Tho trip of greenery wns

lierHj tho spring, tho sunlight every-thin- g

wus hers. Sho stripped off her
clothing nnd bathed In tho water
that trickled down Its chnnncl from

tho well. Bho shook down her hair
nnd tried to comb It with her fingers.

It hopelessly tangled. Yet, te

Its condition. It .was a glorious

mantlo to her shoulders. Sho wnH

Buperb a nnturnl crenturo In a
natural environment.

Against tho hunger that returned
onco inoro with tho wnnlng of the
'day there was no fresh captive In

tho traps that Judith visited. Sho

went to bid hungry anil onco agnln

tne dciwn-ereu- p of tho night banished

all her spirit of dominion, nil her
senso of ownership and frocdom In

tho strip, and In Its plaro camo tho
thoughts of her utter loneliness in tho

desolation sanctified to sllcnco.
That this senso of hor isolation

would tend to Increase upon hor dally
Mie was made nwarn on tho following

morning when again she gazed ucross

the gorgn to (Ihent's rude shelter In
(ho rocks nnd beheld It ntlll unten-

anted.
A hundred times sho wont to the

spring that day, and as often re-

lumed to her cave. Her work could
not fasten hrr attention. Hhn inado
no confeMlon to herself that John
Olient was on her mind, troubling her
iinnecnuutably; hIio would not admit
that she wished him back, much as
she mutt hate lilm should ho eomoi
r.i'verthelCNS, It wus not for tho water
that sho climbed tun gorgo so many
times, nor to mako an lnnpeetton of
her traps.

There was nothing to tell her thnt
out In tho glare of tho valley, to tho
north, a half-erazo- d jnan waH stag-

gering painfully home; nnvprthcless,
unrest was In hor bosom, and sho
iwimlnred back and forth at random.

The sun went down nt length upon
the bllstored world of roek and moun-

tain. Once again, at dusk, ns she had
o many tlmeH nil afternoon, sho

tho silent ravine to a nolnt In
tho alders from which sho rould look
straight downward at tho spring.
Thero was nothing there.

About to turn nnd leave the placi.
she stnrtcd abruptly and strained a
lit tin forwnrd, her breath coming
short and rapidly, for no eatthly
reason that sho knew. A moment
later onn of the clump. of willows
nhnvs tho spring of water swnyed as
If snmo heavy weight had swept
iignlnHt It, Then Ghent reolud weak-
ly Inln sight a terrible figure, rpent,
all but mad, ghaatly, with swollen
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lips and bulging eyes, his atubblc-bearde- d

face a mask of agony al-

ways with that sinister scar upon his
Jaw.

The mnn fell forward on the earth
nnd crawled to the water. Ho drank
but n sip, then rolled upon his back
and lay there motionless, staring at
tho sky.

Judith had felt her henrt glvo ono
great bound of sho knew not what.
Sho did not caro to know. Until
nearly midnight sho watched through
tho dnrkness of the mountain gorgo
before sho sought her bed of grass.
Hut never a sign of the mnn como
homo did tho darkness surrender to
her view.

(Ill en t hnd expended his last frantic
spasm of strength to reach tho
spring. Ho slept on tho earth besldo
tho pool, whero Judith had socn him
flounder down.

CHAPTER XVI.
A Suiafic Partnership.

Olt Judith, tho roturn of
Ulient bnro moro than ono
slgulllcnnce whon once
again sho awoks to thn

noodn of llfo
on tho following day.

Tho Ilrst and most Important fact
adduced was this thero could bo no
escajio from tho desert. Slnco ho, a
strong man, had attempted the labor
and failed, It meant that the track-los- s

desolation must extend all about
them for leagues. They were doomed,
they two, together to remain hero
battling for existence till thn fates
hhould relenso thorn, perchance by
death Itself,

Meuntlme, as always, however, sho
miiHt llvn-uu- d her hunger was ra-

pacious. She was early abroad In tho
greenery making Inspection of hor
trails. Thn first sight sho caught of
(ihent. at sunrlne, aroused all thn pas-
sions of hr lifelong hatied against
lilm. in his weakened condition, and
with a memory of what hn had found
on thu morning of his dopurturo from
tho gorge, ho had como once more to
Judith's trap-a- nd there she beheld
him rob her of a grouso,

ll'i snatched the, bird savagely,
w Uh no thought of cniiipuiu'tlun,
obeying only tho liistliietH of

Kt III exhausted, d,

and aware, of his physical
Incapacity for hunting and slaying for
his neods, ho took this meat as a
panther might havn taken it, nnd
with equal readiness to light for Its
possession, If necessary, as far as bis
weakness would permit.

With blazing eyes Judith watchod
him, Sho nitiilo no movement. Her
presence was not detected. With tho
bird in hand, and tearing Its skin ami
feathers from it an ho walked, tlhont
went at onco to hla sholter, built him
a fire, and resumed lib dominion of
half of the green oasis,

Fortunattly, a larjie, fat ground

J
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squirrel, tho first that she had cap-
tured, had been caught and hanged
by ono of the noosos which Judith
had set In tho runways. Sho found
It whllo her rngo was ntlll upon her,
nnd woa somewhat mollltlcd. Never-
theless, resentment burned In her
bosom with every thought of Ghent's
descent upon her trap, nnd somo
tlerco determination to retaliate, or to
bent him with her hammer, should
ho over repeat tho robbory, surged
all morning In hor blood.

For Ghent, tho day became, per-
force, a tlmo of rest and recupera-
tion. He lay hour after hour by the
spring, breathing thn cooler air that
played above thn water and sleeping
away the physical fatlguo and mental
agonies to which for three daya ho
hud been subjected.

Hy ovcnlng the man consider-
ably restored. He was onco more
hungry: ho was willing, however, to
shoot or capturo something for hltn-te- lf

beforo ho should onco mom cat.
With .i thought of his bow, which ho
know was still lying on tho gravel at
his enmp, his reflection strayed to
Judith In a strangely eager manner.
For a becond somo haunting fear,
echoed from his terrlblo experiences
out on tho desert, possessed his mind,
Kho might havo gono 1n his absence)

und tho woman, though forever of
the hulod trtbo of Haines, was never-
theless a human being.

Heretofore too weak and dizzied to
rememlior anything, ho now forgot
hunger, his weapons, nnd every bodily
need in tho almost childish demand of
his underlying nature, to behold a
follow crenturo of his kind. Ho
climbed thn slopo toward Ills shelter.

Jiidlth'H cavo was presently In
sight, but his eyes could discern no
Judith at Its mouth. Down the slope,
and down through tho greenery, ho
hastened, past tho line that ho men-
tally acknowledged divided her region
from his own, and at length camo
upon her. working to cut out somo
willows with ono of hur corset-stee- l
knives.

Ho halted too far away to surprise
her at her labors. Kho had neither
heard nor seen him. Ho remained for
u moment only, Thn part of Ills na-

ture that was savagu mouse. I his old
hatred of a Haines, Then he heard
tho distant whistle of a iiiall, nnd re-

turned to his camp for his weapons.
Iurlng tho week that followed

Ghent's return', thn round of exist-
ence for tho pair of ngonUed and
isolated doings settled down to ono
endless talo of hunger und despcrnto
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pursuit of lesser creaturea.
In tho silent warfare waged agalnit

evory cdlblo creature alive In this
slender strip of green, tbo animals still
surviving evolved new suspicions, new
cautions, new fears. They avoided old
runwnys, they sought the spring at
unaccustomed hours, they fled from
tho near approach of either the men
or woman, In terror of their lives.

Thus, with every succeeding day tho
task of procuring food becarno more
dJfilcult, especially for Judith. Bho eel-do- m

killed anything with her sling,
whllo Ghent, with his bow, becarno a
deadly marksman. Hhe redoubled her
efforts to acquire a needed skill, for her
traps were becoming less and less re-

liable.
Tho creatures of the strip had al-

most disappeared. They hud been
Tho grouse, easy victims of

Ghent's barbed shafts, had been the
first to suffer extermination; the quail
wero vanishing rapidly. Numbers of
tho squirrels had succumbed to Judith's
developing skill with her sling. Not a
few of tho rnlihlts had ahandonod their
burrows to creep much farther down
tho gorgo and dig anew.

lloth Judith and Ghent discovered
this ruse, and followed relentlessly,
Judith bocaino aware of another im-

portant fact. Tho rabbits thnt ran
even out of tho green boundaries and
into tho rock heaps below the oasis,
whera tho two perpendicular walls
formed a natural gate at Its lower
nxtrotnlty, Invariably back-tracke- d

und returned, as If unwilling to go
far around or to remain for long
uwny from cover. Therefore It was
that she spent all onn morning In
fetching and piling slabs of stone to
form a barrlor across the gorgo

tho walls at Its sides.
Her pla it was to mako tho place a

Into which sho could drive
thn helpless cottontails for slaughter.
Tho space between thn last green
growth and her wall sho cleared of
ovary brush and stunn that could
shelter tho smallent of her victims,

The place, crudely finished but
wns found by Ghent on

an early excursion down tho gorge
at the heels of a rabbit, Hn gazed
upon It approvingly. It would help
them both, Nevertheless, tho partic-
ular cottontail ho hnd hoped to shoot
had slipped through tho wall whero
a tiny chink that seomnil far too
small for Its uccs had offorod escape
from the man,

Ho nit down his weapons and
worked till dark supplementing all
that Judith had nci'oinpllshud, tilling
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al
the chinks with smnllor atones and
lidding to the height of all the bar-

rier.
At aunrlnn thn following morning

Judith nnd Ghent, oaeh Independently
of the other, went down the ravlno
toward thn nowly budded bnrrlor,
frightening threo rabbits before
them. Heforo they camo to tho opon
space between thn greenery and
wall they beheld each other, and ex-

changed a glance which, whllo It
blnzcd with undiminished enmity,
nevertheless conveyed a sort of
understanding, such ns two wild
coyotes might exchange,

Judith had como with hor sling and
a club, Ghent was nrmed with bow
and arrows. Thoy a mliultcd tho three
darting rabbits simultaneously and
both of them missed.

In tho blindness of their fear,
baffled, ns thoy were, by the wnll of
stone, two of tho cottontails ran to-

ward Judith, ns If to escnpo botwocn
her very feet, ahent had notchod
another nrrow, but ho could not shoot
In tha rapid manoeuvro of the rab-

bits.
"Grab thorn! Grab them! Hit

thorn!" ho criod tho tlrst words with
which he hnd nddrosHnd her.

I.lko a leopardoss for quickness nt.d
fierceness, she pounced upon tho
scurrying rabbits nnd clutched thoin
In her hands. In hor savngo lingers
they wero almost immediately slain.
Kho nroso with them, pnullitg. Hung

one to Ghent, without a word, and
returned up the gorge to her cave.

CHAPTER XVII.
An Added Torture.

HUNT and Judith, by tacit
consent, became a pair, so
far as tun hunting wns con-

cerned, Thero had been no
morn speech between them.

They had no need for words, und no
iuclliiatluii for companionship. They
merely hunted thn gamo In league, na
thn hungered coyotes had learned
from necessity to hunt.

Morning and evening they took up
understood positions and beat all tho
undergrowth toward thn wall below,
sluen the warclty of
birds or rabbits had compelled them
to this grim and sllont partnership
of Interests.

Uesplto tho arts of capturo that
they had both nciulied, however, and
despite tho understanding between
them, thn two could do nothing to re-

plenish tho dally decreasing numbers
ot rabbits and other creatures of tho
strip.

inning all tills tlmo tlio heat had
grown, if possible, nioie intense than
Is'fnre. Whether It was Judith or
Ghent that Ilrst discovered this vital
and alarming fact could make no dif-

ference to either, fur both were prei-rntl- y

awnro thnt a now and terrlblo
doom was dally threatened. Tho
epilng vsaa drying up.

Tha Avw r4 diRilotthtd t tnstdl.
ualf Uat H"tlr 14 st4 riant!r

W taunt las atry tap aw4 down
r ta atok aa the "! II we

JaAltfe vse tfeavrM of the first
l4laat U piank the heU flow aha

hi Vr rwt a4 brought armful
f wtnwe aa Mrwat In tn aand and

nd dvwa aM waara ta fcrro a ahet
ur, atnoa aha rrowab about th aprtng

tnauHkaaiit t aaat a eha4e
throvaWui Ua aar,

Whaa, mmtm to ataiaiWi tr aha
M Utsar, aha rellrsvd from tha

plane, Uhant aama, aa fca had docs be.
fore, and Bnlafctd tha ahalur al aha
well Ha did It aseratr In a eptrlt of

The partnrraMp be.
ten himself and Judrth wae ne more
cordlkl than before. The rud atllt
lived Utwean thtin. The work they
"coomirltehed torthr waa part ot
thetr frtin acheme of Ufa, and nothing
ruora.

With alarming abrupt neea the
tprtng began acsln ta falL In vain
tha nun and woman heaped th
frethtit obtainable leaves upon tha
shelter. Tha lirat from dawn to
dusk waa terrible, All tha ostta was
parching, Aldere and willow lost
their foliage prematurely, especially
those below and above the fount of
preclou water.

The sun beat down upon th rooky
sides ot tha canyon with mercllesa
directness. The world of mountain
sweltered. Thn sir waa dlitlly vi-

brating, hour after hour. No qunll
were whistling In the brush! thn
squirrel hnd disappeared! a very
few rabbit remained, nd they were
supernaturnlly timid. Mnn nnd God
tognther had mads the oaats almost
n lifeless desolation.

Judith, meantime, despairing of
meat, had discovered thnt the acorn
wero ripening. The mnninnlta ber-

ries ulso worn red and rapidly drying.
Thoy contnlnod a whlto mealy aub-stanc- e,

decidedly sweet and undoubt-
edly nourishing. Hhn gathered a
quantity In the torn, wretched fold
of hor iklit and munchod at them
hungrily,

Tho acorns continued to be bitter
nnd apparently useless. Nevertheless,
she tatherod several handfula and

I broke them open on a atone. They
Iny In thn mm before hnr envn, and
presently dried ns hard as grain of
corn.

They were hungry almost con-

stantly desperately hungry. It waa
not in thn leant uncommon for either
to go without meat for two or threo
days nt n tlmo. Ghent too, had dis-
covered thn mauz. a berries. Tlu
acorns ho had not essnyed to sample.
Ho cut a conn from ono of thn stunted
pines, however, and by heating tt on
a bed of coals forced It opon nnd
shook out a handful of rich brown
nuts, thin ot shell and delicious to
taste.

Dully tho pool of wnter at the spring
was diminishing, Tburu ciunu a noon
whon there was less than a quart ot
water In tho holo. That seepage
robbed tho pool by subterranean pro-
cesses Ghent wai thoroughly con-
vinced. Ho know he must como there
nt dusk to dig In thn earth and fol-

low tho sinking water to u deeper
source.

All afternoon In his darkened ahe!-tn- r
ho labored with his knlfo, sharp-

ening sticks tor drills and a shovel
with which to perform thn work ot
excavating at tho holo. Ho lashed a
numbor ot atout willow stakes, thus
sharpened, to cross pieces, forming a
scoop. To the whole ho lashed a sub-

stantial hnndle. Other piece he mere-
ly prepared tor loosening the earth
and roots of plnnli, for tho digging
would be nu nasy task.

At sundown ha currlnd his Imple-

ments to tho drying well, nnd stood
thero gazing at the all but vunlshod
pool. His digging, hn know, would so
disturb and roil thn wnter that a
drink would ho out of the question
for hours. Nevertheless, it was work
hn could not neglect. ICven since noon
thn supply had visibly diminished.
Whllo hn pause ! to tnke oi' last long
draft, Judith en mo wulklng up her
welt trod trull, boarlng her hollowed-ou- t

stone, in which ahe was wont to
carry water. Ghent turned about and
beheld her. In tllcuro thoy exchanged,
u Jong, questioning glunce.

Itehuldlng tho tools that Ghent had
made, Judith wus Immediately ap-

prised of his Intention. Tho man, for
his part, divining tha u.o to which
hor reoeptaclti could bo put, stood
aside to permit her to till It, boforo
operations should commence, .Hhn,

thoreforo. tilled It carefully, exhaust-
ing tho spring's deepest cavity In tho
process, Not much moro than half a
cupful of water remained In the hole
and noun (lowed In to replonlsh the
supply.

Judith retired, returning to her
cave. On nnn of tho smooth, Hat rocks
at her feet lay a score, of tho dried
and broken acorns. Hh took up a
kernel nnd atn It. To hor surprlso and
delight It had lost not a llttlo of Its
bitterness! It was crlHp. nttt-llk- o and
agrcoablo to her palate. Kho ato half
a dozen. Then sho stopped to con-

sider a now Idea.
It occurred to her that tho hard, dry.

Wis routd t rround r jMundt Inn
m!, kri'h, mtiH with water anj
Mriiliad ula a (n oilfht aeinewbst
lt"inbl corn poos, capable of u

talalnc human lit, fib ground up
all (hat tsntln-- 1 U th kernel thu
daatiratal la tha tun, and o la
the du-knt- dctid".t ta th
hnit aad gathsrad a aaw snip ply u

t broksa and drUd al her .
Otiqt, In tha rueantlin, waa dig-

ging al alia aprlng undsr great eUa

advantage, III toala were wrsjtok-ad- lr

UMdaauate. Tha aajfaetitaru dor
a apad waa promptly krokaav. Tha
acparat tk-- k tt wtleh II ra

could not t t!4 together,
Ho in wr quickly blunted, athr
twtaWd awry and one fll away droro
th croM pl- - i nn whten tbr wr
hound With hU polnttd (takaa, how
vr, h found It potribl to looa

up th sand, which h pawed out with
lit hand.

II found tha gravel paka4 a4
hard. There wr rocks and root la It
vrywhr. Naverthel, dtapst hla

handicap, he labored Unceasingly,
auuoeedlng at lat In ioavatIng a
cavity perhtp a foot In depth. Into
Hit It (seinad to lilm a aotuewbat
lunreaaad trick! of water waa
drained, and the night being one
mor inoonleM, he finally departed
to parmlt th spring to clear.

CHAPTER XVIII.
The Duel With the Heat.

V dawn ot the day that fol-

lowed the spring had fllltd
th hole that Ghent bad
scratched In the gravel.

a water was allghtly dis-

colored, hut good. Judith waa first
nt the place. Hhe drank, refilled her
rock-basl- from whlnh Ghent had
partaken aa he labored, and carried
It oft to her camp. The work
achlovod by thn man had apparuntly
lout a now vitality to the well.

Aa if to blast tho hopes In his,
breast which his digging at tho
spring had raised, the noon uu
again absorbed thn wutcr, and tho
heuted air quivered abovo the vory
holo, parching tho sund and tree
about IU lly sundown there was
hardly a spoonful of wutcr at the
holo. Once moro that ovcnlng Ghont
laid his hands and sharpened sticks
to tho tusk of scratching deeper In
tha gravel for tho precious drops of
liquid. Judith, who came there later,
waited nearby, till Ghent hud gone,
then drank of the lolly trickle, and
herself worked for more than an
hour, removing the sand he had cast
from tho hole to render further
excavations less Irksome.

Tho battle with tho sun and haat
t nd barely commenced. The morning
thut camo upon thn withered oaala was
no less tierce than Its pradocaaior.

the third time Ohcnt returned
to tho digging. Judith hod fetched
her rock receptacle, to leave) It hence-

forth at the spring.
Life hung by a matter af water-drop- s,

and none must b aaortfload
to waste. Ghent could dig no drap-
er, however, Ull ha cJ oar od 'away th
nand that urroundcd th well, II
realized that nothing short of hla ut-

most lubor could suffice to puraua tha
water to a sourcn whero tt would
not succumb to the searching oalorlo
of the sun and atmosphere.

Ho had scratched out the sand for
a mutter ot less than three mora
Inches and wus working In a frenty
at the bottom ot the two-fo- trench
they hnd formed when he came upon
something metallic. A moment later
ho had completely unearthed a point
of steel that gave him a mingled sen.
eatlon ot alarm, astonishment and
grutltude. It was the end ot a pick.

In feverish haste he clawed at the
Implement, und presently, prying and
tugging with all his might, unbedded
tho tool, remarkably presorved a
miner's Implement, mated nnd oozy
with moisture, It handle rotted only
on the end.

It was almost too much to believe.
Then a sickening thought ot how tt
camo to bo hers inado him weak with
despair. The two famished miners
who had died above ut tho cuve III

tho branch ravine they bad fetched
this pick to tho aprlng and they,
like himself, had delved In the earth
whon tho spring waa drying up and
still hud perished for lack ot drink!
Their work had been done lu vain!

Tho further they pursued the life-givi-

moisture the further It would
shrink from their lips. Tho conviction
wns almost overpowering, yet so stub-

born Is llfo and tho clinging thereto
that Ghent sot more madly to work
than beforo, ti caching the sand with
tho Implement that the earth had
yielded to his hand.

Till the furnace of heat was onco
more searing tho very llcsh In his
bones tho man continued at his labors.
When ho felt himself obliged to aban-
don tho task at last, ho had barely
prepared tho way for tho tunneling hj
mutt later perform to follow th fast
retreating water. Half starved, ha
climbed to tho cooler shadow ot hit

camp and lay thorn
motionless upon tho earth, far too pro,
tratcd to gather nuts and berries.

(To Uo Continued
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