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(PRESIDENT PUTS NO BLAME ON GERMAN PEOPLE

We have no feeling toward them but one of sympathy and friendship.

“We have no quarrel with the German people.

Government acted in entering this war. It was not with their previous knowledge or approval.”

o tead this great, peaceful people into war—into the most terrible
disastrous of all wars, eivilizat’on itself geeming to be In the
“Hut the right {s more precious than peace, and we shall fight for
things which we have always carrled nearest otr hear
for the right of those who submit to suthority fo have & volee In their o
Governments, for the rights and Hhertles of small natlons, for m rer

dominlon of right by such a concert of free peoples s shall bring peace
safety to all natlons and make the world Itself al last free

It was not upon their impulse that their

e —

physieal might of the Nation, hut only the vindieation of right, of human
right, of which we nre only a single ehamplon.

*When 1 addressed the Congress on the 36th of February last I thought
that 1t would suffles to assert our neutriel righis with arins, our right to use
the seas against unlawful interferencs, our right to keop our poople wnfe
againat unlawful viclance.

“Dut armed neutrality, It now appears, I8 impractieable. Because sub-
marines are in effoct outlaws when used as the Gorman submarioes have

SPE[BH DEB[ARING FUR WAR been used agalnst merchant slipping, It 1x imposaible to defend abips
AEAInAt thalr attacks as the law of nations has assumed that merchantmen
would defend themsslves against privateers or crulaers, visible crafl, glv-

lag clase upon the opon sea. It 1s common prudence in such cireumstances
| —grim necesslly, indeed—to endeavor to destroy them befors they have
| shown their own Intention. They must be dealt with upon sight, If dealt
with at all.
" |

“The German Govarament denlen the right of neutrala to usa arms at
all within the areas of the sea which It has proscribed, even in the defense
of tights which po modern publiclst has ever before questloned their
right to defend

-

America’s Motive Is Not Revenge or

i I #To such a task we ean dediente onr lives and our fortunes, ¢
| that we are and everything that we have, with the pride of those whe kn
that the day has come when Ameriea Is priviieged to spend her blood
her might for the principles that gave her birih and happiness and

peace which she has trensnred.  God helping her, she ear do ne
—_— m— — ——
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peoplas can hold their purpose and thelr honor steady to a common end
and prefer the interewts of mankind to any narrow futerest of thelr own.

“Does not every American feel that assurance bas been added to our
Lops for the future peace of the world by the wonderful and heartening
thiugs that bave been happening within the last few weeks in Russia?

“Hussia was known by those who knew it best to have been always In
fact domocratic at heart, in all the vital babita of her thought, In all the
Intimate rolationships of her people that spokes their natural instinct, thelr
habltual attitude toward life,

“The nutocracy that crowned the summitof her political atructure, long
as It had stood and terrible as was the renlity of ita power, was not in fact
itussian in origin, in character or purposs; and now it has been shaken,
and the great, genorous Russian people bave been added, in all thelr
native majesty and might, to the forces that are fighting for freedom In
the world, for justice and for peace. Here In a fit partner for a league
of honor, |

“One of the things that hias served to convinee us that the Prussian
autocrncy was not and conld pever be our friend is that from the very

. . . “The |ntimat ) ontset of the present war It has fillod our ansuspecting communities, and
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