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~ Air Fighter's Courage

Need Only Exceed Foe's,

Says This French “Ace”|

Guynemer’s Famous Warplane Now on View Here

Americans, Like French, Temperamentally Suited to Fiy.| " LE VIEUX CHARLES,” IN WHICH FRENCH AIR KING DOWNED TWENTY-TW¥0 OF HIS FIFTY-

©eprright, 1918, by the Press Publishisg Co. (The New York Evening Word.)

ing, Says Lieut. Georges Flachaire, Who, Hacing
Downed Seven German Planes, Is Here
Instructing Our Young Aviators.

By Marguernite Mooers Marshall

6 N aviator need not be really brave, Lisut, Georges Machalre
A told me, with quiet modesty and an expressive Niip of long,
slender brown fingers, “but he must be less of a coward

than his enemy.”

Lieut Flachaires of the Sixtyseventh Bguadron of the I"rench Fly-
tag Corps, aftor two and & ball jears of brave and distingulshed
servioe in the western theatro of war, s now sorving
as an instrocior for our young avistors In the big
soliool st Mineola. He has won many decorations for
valor, although he shruge, smiles and remalns Im-
perturbably slient when he Is ssked about them, Bt
he admlis that ke brought down seven Uerman
planes_two more than the number required for
waking him an “sce.” He flew Io practically all the
e blg battles on the western front, and says carelessly
. that bo has engaged “in elxty-sight or seventy alr

Eon  fights—1 cannot recall Just the number.”

But the most Interesling thing about him, to my mind, and the
giroumstance moet reassuring to all the mothers, slsters and swest-
hearis of our own young fiyers, is that in all his two and a half years
of Luard service Llout. Fiachaire has never once been wounded. On a
single occaslon, he says, the back of one hand was ecratchied slightly,
but I could see no scar when I talked with him yosterday. Ie is in
town for the OMolal French Aerlal Warfare Exhiblt In the Anderson
Galleries at Park Avenus and 60th Street, wherse may be seen “Lo
Vinux Charles,” the original aeroplane with which the greatest of all
tha fyers, Capt. Guynemer, downed twenty-two of hils fiftydive vietims.

“My fret and most Interesting experience in the alr, the day when
1 brought down my first plane, convinced me that it le necessary to be

only a little more courageous than he agalust whom one fights,” Lieut,
Flachalre continued oalmly. “At - —

ter I had been up a ltlls while & |
German plane came for me. Hut '
it did not get very near, and, |
although the gunner shot at we,
the bullets went very wild 1
was almost sure that the pilot
and the gunner were nervous, 1 |
started after the plane and 1t |
began to dodge. Finally the pilot
must have lost his head alto-
gother, for he actually came
down in the French llnes—was
pot disabled, but slmply made &
Imnding there, as if he woare over
his own frout. Of course 1 fol-
lowed him, although I was flv-
img ®mo ewiftly and with wuch
force that { could not land
properly and my machine was
wreoked., 1 escaped uninjured, |
and plane, pllot and gunner were |
captured, |
“You see, 1 was not partleu- |
larly brave,” tall, good-looking |
Lieut. Finchaire {nsisted with a
smnile and an inlmitable raclal |
gesture of hands und shoulders
and steccato brows. “And really
that {s the most Interesting ex
perience | have hud. | oan think
of nothing elva at all thrilling
Yes, I have killed mon; one has
® kil then to bring down the |
plane, und I captured six besides
the first one ! have just de
saribed. But 1t 18 very &lmple
One triea to fly above the enemy
plane and to get ns close aa pos-
afble so that the shooting may e
apgurate. Yes, they shoot In re
tyrn. but what of It? 1 have re
eslved bullets In my wmachine,
but in me—nons'

“When the haftle plane
against plane It {s not difMeult.
Sometlimes, however, five or &ix
wili try to down one, and then
It 8 necessary (o depend on
manoeuvring and what you call
‘stunts.’ But the German aviators
are fair fighters and brave Nght-
ers, although the Allles undouhi-
adly uave control of the afr.”

Bince this most politely

i

somothing which bad to e done

“At the front each aviator
spebdas wbout four hours every
duy In the air. When be is not
fring he ls much more comforts
alile than the men in the
hep, The aviaters buy thelr

res Lrence

i rdi

perved and matier-of-fact ol aces
refuaed to talk any more about
himself, 1 asked him what he
thought ahout American airmen.
His pleasant face, with its regu.
Iar features and cool, blue eves,
1t up with cordial enthuslasm,
*The Americans make a groat
success as fiyers” he sald. “They
have established fine rocords apd
there will ba mors of these. Ona
nf the ways in which wyou ecan
help and are helping us most is
by giving us aviators and ma-
chines built in thia country,
"Undoubtedly there |8 some-
thing about Aying which makes a
special appeal to the American,
as to the French, temperament.
Flying s adventurous; it re-
quirea intelligence and {nitiative,
as well as coolness and a lttle
cpurage. Young men make good
fiyers. because they do not apend
‘ime thinking about what may
happen. We never did that in
Prance. ™When we wera not
in the alr we talked, laughed,
layed, amused ourselves. We
h of our fiylng simply ag

own fond and therefore oan have
protly mueh what they llke. Ine
ntead of sleoping In the mud
they Lbarracks, And, after
all, the death rate In aviation is
not greater thao with the In
fantry. ™

Ldeut. Dert Hall told me, how-
ever, that In most estimatles of
wvintlon mortality a unit of 160

have

men is taken as s basiw, of
which pumber perhaps noi more
than o dosen actually do any
fiving.  He sald that the morials
Iy among the Hyars themselves
was K0 per cent. las! yeur

To auother question of mine
Lieut. Flachuire sald that one

need pot bave exeeptional physl-
eal strength to be @ successful
airman, “"Coolness s the inost
jmportant requlsite” he re
peated; "cooluess and the will to
suctend,

“In France, aa In Amarles,
thers are many accidents among
the young fyers while they ave
tralning. It cannot be helped
I{ you are leAruiug tO rum An
sutomobiie and make a mistake
PO A0 6B the gTqund and thepe
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Independence Declaration

Not Signed July 4, 1776,
But_F our Weeks Later

A Curiosity of American History That Trumbull's Famouns
Painting of the Declaration’s Adoption Has Been Mis-

[ interpreted and Its Title Changed to **Signing,”

{ Caueing Popular Error Regarding Date.

| By Philip Robert Dillon

'l.‘crm right. 1918, by the Preas Publisbing Co. (The New York Evenlog World)

O.\’E of the most persistent popular errors of the peopla of the

|
|

|
|

United States s the belfef tuat the Declaration of Independence
was “signed” on July 4, 1776. The plain facts about the Dee
laration and the subsequent “signing” are as follows:

Thomas Jefferson was the Chalrman of the gub-commiftes appoint-
ed to draft the Declaration. The other membdors of this commitice were
Roger Sherman, Robert Livingston, Benjamin Franklin and John
Adams,

On July 2, 1776, Mr. Jefferson, as Chairman of this commities, pre
gented lo Congress the report of the committes. Ha had himself, with
his own hand, made a “falr copy.” This report was taken up and de
bated all that day, and next day—the 24 of July—in oppreasively hot
weather, & number of amendments were made, striking out passages
and substituting others

Finally, on July 4, the Declaration, as amended, was ready for &
vote. The President of Congress, John Hancock, put the question iu
about the same manner as such questions are put nowadays. IHe pald:
“The clerk will call the roll on the motion to adopt.” The clerl did
eall the roll, and each member present answered “Aye' Then the
Prealdent announced that the motion to “adopt the Declaration ls ear-
tled” Thera wes no “signing” by anybody on that day, unless the
President and Secretary elgned the minutes of the session, which in-
cluded other matters in addition to the Declaration. This signing by
President and Secretary, 1f it was done, is all tho signing that any
leglslative body ordinarily requires. It was pot until July 8 that the
Declaration was read aloud eeremoniously to the publle, and then there
was no announcement of the names of those who had voted for It.

On July 19, fifteen dass later, Congress ordercd that the docu-
ment be “falrly engroased on parchment, with the iitle and atyle of
*The Unanimous Declaration of tha Thirteen United Stales of Amer-
lea, and that the same, when engros.ed, be signed by every mem-
. ber of Congreas.,” This was done
It was on Aug. 2, 1776, that moat
of the members wrote thelr sig-
| npatures upon the parchment. A
number signed later. Seven whe
were members on that 4th o!
July did not slgn at all. Thelr
names ars Clinton, Alsop, R. Liv-
ingston, Wisner, Willing, Humph-
reys and Rogers, Thelr terma had
explred and new members took
thelr places. The names of the
seven who slgned but who had
not voted for the Decluration n.e
Thornton, Willlams, Rush, Cly-
mer, Bmith, Tavlor and Rose.

| Much of the popular error
about the date of “signing" I
probubly dus to the painting
“Declarvation of Independence.”
which wa¥ executed for Con-
gre=s by John Trumhull, finiatied
in 1818, and hung in the rotunda
of the Capitol at Washington,
where It st!ll hangs. Millions of L]
coples of this painting have been
| elrenlated by publishera of en-
| gravings, magaziges and news-
| paper publishers. Pousibly, ex-
cepting “Washington Crossing
the Delaware.” it 15 the most fs-
millar ploture in the TUnited
Btates, Yet, strange to say, It
seems that the mass of the pen-
ple. Including many editors,
have not closely obscrved (1. The
l: picture shows the sub-commits
|

O S

tee of five standing at the Pres!-
dent’s table, Mr, Jefferson speak-
Ing while holding In h!s hand a
puper, evidently explaining it
purport to the President, No-
body s signing anything. A quill
pen sticks ont of an ink bottle—
a bit of furniture,

In spite of the clearncsr of the
painting and the plain tile
which the painter gave it, en
gravera carly began to chapge
the title, Harper's "Weekly of
July 3, 1858, printed p full page
roproduction of the pletire aver

the title “Signing th

franied hy Wis wriinn door, T+ A8~ |
ure, with utter dejection In every |
line, lifts an anguiahed faes townrd
thie moon, the sne connevting link be.
tween him and hia beloved France,
his battling countrymen, his home,
his wife, his ehlidren.

Pilet Glills, Belgian, displays ]

Dieclar n

the
most artistic talent In the collection }
His “Gray Time in Germany” 15 a|
charming wet landscape away from
prizcme, and Lo makes the “tlma” |
look just as gray as we hope it s,
with no spols on the sun and long |
may sahe raln. 1
Henrl Bing, French, haa eleven |
prison sketches. “La Nelges au Camp" |
looks ns If they bave coalless Moo- |
days only seven days o week ot the
prison cumps there, |
Capt. M. Amirauit shows some Ttus- |
Shan prisoners lockad togéther ming- !
ing In close barmony, If o Russlan |
ean ever be In harmony, und joyousty
playing balalulkas, ao Instrument of
tortt'te o few degiess deadller than
ululels. And when n Russian |
pluys his "Home, Sweet Honie" on a |
{ ! valalka It must spund just as sweet
a4 new mown murder apd homallke
a la Russe.

Altogsther, in this exhibition 1t s
the human rather than the artiastie,

Liin

boyond tha plotures, with sympathy |
| for these cxiled brave, to whom wa

NO RACE BUICIDE HERE.
HE population of Japan !s ig-

crensing At the rats of .bwti

Foupg man,

tion of Independonee.’
the editor pot the 1l
earlinr engraved
some gchool text Linn)

Probabi«
fl'u:n‘l-'l
or froo
Fven now
text hooks are printed showing
the plotura s the “Sigding.” and

shéct

many of our leading ne WA
reproduce It with tuoe
“Elgning" in the eaption

To repeat: Truamball’s paint.
{ng s just plain “Declaration of
Independence,” and tho
jog" was done ou Aug, 2,

word

“sign.
1776
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WHAT ME'D DO.

N n firt-ciass compartmen! of

Al
express train A lesty old geantls

man was sitting next to a voun)

man who ssemed to be In high spirlt)
over something, bepuiling the tim|
firat by whistiing and thea hy hum

., The old gentleman wans 4
appeal that impresses, and you think | ming s
P . ¥ Aently annoyed and besams lrritable

At last, when his neighbar buyps

L ulvilians owe such a debt of gratitude, | put with, “I wish 1 were a bird," by
—_— gould forbaar no
| elnimed exeltiodly:

langer, and ex;

“1 wish ta gondpest gay

ware
I'd wring your pook.™
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