Copyrigi!

L]
The Conquering Language
By Rev. Thomas B. Gregory
1018, by The Pres Publiibing Ce, (The Xew York Krening World.)

HEODORE ROOSEVELT sald, two or three days before he lay down
T to the sleep from which he was to have mo awakening in this
world, “Thers Iz but one language in this country, and that is the

Lnglish language.”

Now suppose we think about this language for & fow momen's, It may
do us good.

The latest estimate of the movement of the differsnt European lan-
guages which may be recelved as approximately correct is that given by
Mulhall In 1501,

Actording 1o thls estimate, {ha various Europmn languages were
mpoken In the year 1800 by 161,800,000 people, and In the year 1800 by
401,700,000 people—an increass of about 150 per cent.

At the beginning of the Nineteenth Century the four chlsf languages
were French, Russian, German and Spanish.

At that time the slanding of the four languages wus as follows:
Frenchspeaking peopls, 18.4 par cont.; the Spanishspeaking peopls, 10.2;
German-speaking people, 13; Russlan-apeaking people, 14.3.

1 may suy hers that the English-speaking peopls at the date given
famounted to less than 12 per cent.

By 1801 the different languages stood in the Pollowing orfiar: English,
£8 per cent.: Ruusian and German each 187 per cent.; Freach, 12.7 per
¢ent.; Spanish, 106 per cont.

The number of Eaglish-spraking people had grown during the ninety
wears from 20500000 to 112,000,000,

In ithe same time the German and Russian-speaking peopls had in-
eragsed from about 30,008,000 to 75,000,000 each, and the French-speaking
peopla from 31,000,000 to 51,000,000.

It will he seem that in the ninety years the English language had
ndvancad from fAfth place to first place, and at the closs of the period
was gpoken by i1y per cont. more people than any other Curopean tongue

Maoanwhile it would do well ta think of the advanca that the English
fanguage has made during the three decades betweon 1891 and the preseat
Hme,

1t 12 mafa to say that the English-epraking prople of the sarth number
tosduy at least 175000000, having inersased 63,000,000 In the last thirty
YOArs,

This rate of increase Kept up for the noxt elghty.one vearas will make
the figures for the English.speaking people of the globe at the end of this
eentiry around 4NN 000,000,

Prom this you may form & falrly correo! idea a8 to wlhat the future of
the Enellsh lunguage (2 destined ta be, and what the future (s to bhe of {he
political, intellectual, economlc and moral (nfluence of the English-speaking
poople.

This mishty tongue—the tongue of Alfred and Shakespears. of Wash.
Ington and Webster and Lincoln—oan well afford to exelalm, “The world,
the world 'a mine®™
Nothing can stonp it

It is manlfest destiny,
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