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THE NEW PLAYS
"The Sign on the Door"
An Exciting Melodrama

v CHARLES DAJINTON

V all odds tin- - must villainous melodrama of the HOiiwin and I uon i

moan this in a derogative Rono-i- s "The Sign on tho Uoor ui iu- -

tlnntiKI In Tlui.i rt tew 4liiu friHllir hv Oianiilnir t'nlluck has such a

good villain that when ho ih (.hot 1n tho second uct, ynu might be pardoned
for sighing: "Too bad!" Unhappily, he's an dond a a dnor nail.

Dovcrcani Krnnk. not Jack dies young for tho roikI of the play. Re-

gretfully, I realise that It ho hould turn over, got on his leet and announce,
"Well, boys, here 1 go ngrilnl" he would ombarra.ss the plot. Circumstance
oomptil him to remain doad. Tho "big sceno" depends upon his lying still
whilo tho innn who liu. shot him picks up Uio sign "Do Not Disturb Mr,"
pins It on the door, sImlIs out, locks the door, and lcnv s his wife, hidden
In an adjoining room, to mako tho most or tho sltuatiuti. As altuaUons go.

this la ono of tho cleverest In the strenuous history of melodrama. Tho
wife of tho man who kills Dcvcrmux has corno tn the apartment to "save"
hor stepdaughter from tho villain. Klve ymm bofore the shooting ahe wili
taken to a bad restaurant toy Duvorcaux und given a very bad time. In
fact, tho place was "pulled." Some girts can't have a plejs.ir.i. Innocent
Umo no mutter whoro thoy eo! Tho ccullar thing al)Oiit this place was
that tio ivalter gavp tho simple girl from Dayton, O., u tip Instead of talcing
a Up. It was her first night out In Now York, and after tho opera sue en-

livened tho suppor-Uibl- o talk with references to morn or livss popular
authors. But Dovnrcaux, the low-brow- villain, couldn't bo drawn lulu

von so common a discussion on the proso stylo of Walter, Pater. Ho sug-

gested more Intlmato things, tho Dayton lady screamed, and the police
plasod the chaptor that la, they plnohcd tho Joint.

Tho earao lady finds hcraotf locked In wltli the dead villain. Bhe knows
that hor husband has killed Uio "skunk," to quote him correctly, and she
realize that who may save both bun and herself by overturning the fur-
niture, maklnc a terrible racket, and then telling a plauslbla btory. She
doaa hor boat at story-tcllinj- ;, hut tlic district attorney holds a stop-wutc- h

on her talc, and Anally gala the truth from Uio huaband
Now, tho district attorney has already known part of II, for he. If you

please, iwus tho waiter who rave bho Rlrl from Dayton a friendly tip! He
aftralirntway assures the hunbaiul tluit n ua of aelf-dafea- se will enable
him to llvo happily over after.

Lowell Shorman plays Uiu vUlaln with a tnm ue.nan of falao v.'uues;
Mary Ryan Buffers dutifully as tho unhappy heroine, and Ivo llaker oa tho
husband from Texas spooka of her fondly an "good cattle" und tlgrhta from
the Bhouldor.

Tou may take Tho Slpn on tbo Door" a.t ovantXul, exciting melodrama.

About Plays and Players
By BIDE DUDLEY

Messrs. Shubert arc
THE several changes 1n the

lino-u-p of attractions at their
New York thoatres, effective during
tire week beginning Jan. S. "Tho
Usht of tho World," a new drama,
win be produced at tho Lyric by
Oometodc & OeaU displacing The
Iteoe of CMna," which will go on
tear. A sew musical play will be
&ap!red at the Central, following
the engagement of "The Uttle Dlue
DotO." which la boon to end. Leo
Dltrlcbstein will open a Now York
engagement under Loo Bhufbort'a di-

rection at the Booth In "The Purple
Mask," and arrangements will be
made ifw "FrivolKJon of 1319," now In
Boston, and "A You Were, an-

other musical piece in which Sam
Bernard and Irene Bordonl are fea-
tured, to como to Broadway.

WHITE IN TOWN.
. Frank White, dramatis critic of the
Denver Post, ia vteltlng New York
and taking In the Broadway nhows.
He nays an effort probably will bo
.mado next summer to
the J Alton Gardens stock company
along the linos of ten years ago.

"If we havo a stock company out
Siere next summer," sakl Mr, White,
"we'll have a youthful one."

Whereupon Louis ItoWc, Pete Rice
and Herman Bach, who wcro dining
at the same tablo with Mr. White at
t .Friars', applied for Jobs.

--mecca!" scenery here.
Thn first Hhlnment of nnnnerv for

"Mecca," tho big Orinotal cxtravn4
ironza. uhlch V. Ray Comatock nnd
Morris Cost will present at tho Cen-ror- y

in February, arrived yesterday
from England on tho Maurctanlo.
Xhero are fifteen scenes In tho threo
Acts of the show and tho dcenery
which arrived mado up tho nettings
of the entire first not. Morris Oest
iast night denied a report that "Mec-
ca" would be first presented In Chi
cago. A contract with Oscar Ascho
will compel Comstock & Gest to offer
It at tbo Century hotoro March i.

"GRASS WIDOW" MONDAY.
Tho now theatrloiil ilnn of Cori'y &

Stark will launch "The Grass Wld
ow." Uio rolliKik-Wolf-HJrs- must.
cal piece, Monday night In Huston,
Pa. Tho company will play south to
New Orleans and then return North
for a Chicago engagement,

TWO WIVES,
i7e dWn'f vant Mary, for Mary teas

plain
And wore, home-mad- e clothing and

hats;
net ways rather gave

Itlm a pain.
'for Joe ii'oic high collars and

spatt.
And n he wed net 3. who icas quite

up to date,
' Vor )( loved the foxtrot and

such.
"At last," he declared, "I've located

a male
Vl'lfi brains and tc10 pleases me

much."

A near passed along and he found
that his life

Was not what he thought it couH
he;

The holes in his ioc.' didn't worry
ha wife;

She'd calmly announce: "I can't
tee

Wfrv dUoulit be culled on to darn
hose for ynu ;

' qu married u icie. not u slave.

And not a ved cent Could he save.

,'Vko

Jfaw Tom ooet around loudly mak
ing tho claim

To having the hctt wife in town.
Ue't bought out Vie ttore where he

worked, and poor Joe
Is clerking for Tom cv'rv day.

There may be a lemon in thU; well.
if MO,

Abtorb it and take it away.

GOSSIP.
Ilennold Wolf received a book called

"Wives" for Christinas.
John Mullln was the recipient of a

torlck, nicely wrapped up.
vivicnno uegai tnivo nor manager

a pretty green $100 bill.
Many thanks to tho hundreds who

sent us Christmas cards!
"Tho Follies" played in 1SUI0 In

two weeks In DetrolL
ttuxzanno Willi entertained the

'NJjrhtle Night" company at Richard
Bennett's matlneo at (ha Playhmw
yftsterd.ty.

Manorie Prlngle Is visiting her
parents In Hamilton, OnU Sho has
been singing In large him theutioa
over tho country.

Concerts will bo given at the Win
ter Garden. Lyric 44th Street, Cen
tral. Century and Manhattan Opera
liouso night.

Clevcs Klnkead h now play. "The
Mood of the Moon," will open In Now
Havon Mondny night.

nrty now jersey insurance agents
aro seeing "Tho Passing Know" nt
tho Winter Garden

Jane Cowl will wear hoopsklrts in
Smlllln' Through" at tho Urondhurd

next Tuesday.
Fred HtlMirnnd writes from Chi

cago that his contract with Joo Qoltoa
will cxplro with tho present seuaon

An extra pcrintmancn of "llosolano
Oirln" will bo riven nt tho Columbia
Theatre New Ve.tr' Uve at 11 46
o'clock.

There will be sneclal celebration
New c;ir s Kve and Now 1 ear s Day
aftenioon and evening, at Terrace
Garden Danco Palaco and 1'aliHt liar- -
lein

Nelllo Rnvrlle. Who Is 111 in St. Vln
cent's Hiixpltal, had a Christmas
tree, you bet, with remombranriv
from more than 100 well known
Broodwnyltcs. Nellie foiirol hor u.hu
anil Hinlled all day.

The Greenroom Club will have n
beefsteak party night,
with W. J. KerguHou of "The L1tt
Whopper" as the guest of honor
Gtxirgo Stacy, Harry C. Browne an
the Stuurt Hitters of the same com-
pany will be tfueatu of the I'lelados
Club.

RESOLUTIONS.
The time will soon be here to

Make 'em.
Ditto, ditto, ditto.

Ureal: 'cm.

A THOUGHT FOR TO-DA-

Milt Itobuck or Wull.T,-Hle- , whom
the Optic referred to ns an Idiot, has
cancelled his subscription nnd begun
narrow nig

FOOLISHMENT.
.1 IlroriTi ille old lady named Carr
Was era 7 to be a film star,

Haid she: "1 ain't pretty,
Hut oIA-- say I'm witty,"

Sow wouldn't that give you a jart

FROM THE CHESTNUT TREE.
Kdltnr's Assistant What'll I do

with this poem called "Tho Stream?'
Kdltnr Put It in the "Current

verse' column.

HIS MISAPPREHENSION.
't.TJi: Whu
j I J iimnilei

ar 1 nt?" feebly do
Mr. Gap Johnson o

HumpUH Illdge, Ark., after
tho accident. "What's been coming
oir arounu yur. anyhow

ion drove on to tho railroad
rrosnlnir himI In fline In hi. Rtmpit Uv

ivnw H (rr icuiii-uu- i nnvK.tr uu unu trie nyer, replied 1110 phytueinn
purr.'wic same new." ."Tho engine deinolished your wngoiv

und
"Aw, that's it?" Must huvo sorter

linsu.Ulwl mi. nlllmli nut rt nx h,ml
Joe didn't want Mary, to .Vary C-- for a spell, for 1 shore thought my
P dime ' . ita 'fourteen children had mobbed me for

.v iianaaa city utar.
ffMrtift iirAtui.miim .imn .Ha,
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An' Use A'o Hooks, Too!
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Well, Joe, Muke Alterations on Your Feet!

let's go for a wde, JoeT ruMMY AV5- -i Lt's uiARM.He mv feet 7 fZin. vou --ny Norm's Tn'MATTiSrU.
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LEAVE IT TO LOU Ws an Egg With Past, Say We!
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