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INSTALMENT NO. 8.
WHO'S WHO IN THE STORY. d
ANDREW TALLENTE, M. P., defeated at Hellesfield, losing-Mis
seat a speech made by
MILLER, Socialist M. P,, whom Tallente mects at the station on his
way to his country estate, where _
'UNY PALLISER, his secretary, is discovered in collusion with his
wife. Tony disappears mysteriously.

S‘THM TALLENTE asks her husba“d what he has done to ’[Oﬂ}’- she sald, “"Could wi not make o bar- Pallise

Tallente orders her out of the house,

LADY JANE PARTINGTON of Woodhanger, daughter of the
Duke of Marminster, calls 1o find Tallente in the deserted house.
She remains for tea. They are interrupted by the arrival of a police

The inspector from Scotland Yard demands to know what has
become of Tony Palliser. Tallente divulges no information, bpt at
midnight descends the cliff to search for the body. Police hiding
on the grounds suspect Tallente of foul play.

" Tallente lunches with Lady Jane. She is strangely attractive to
him and encourages his political career. o _

STEPHEN DARTREY exponent of higher Socialism, hermit
politician, but leader of the Democratic Party, offers Tallente an
opportunity to represent them in the House of Commons..

HORLICK, %rimc Minister of England, confers with Tallente
and reports that a peerage has been obtained for him. Tallente refuses
and is surprised to learn that Tony Palliser, as his secretary, had
written letters to the Prime Minister, soliciting the title. Against all

, Tallente announces that he is going with the Democratic
rty.

A WIFE'S WILES.
TALL!NT!. obaying an urgent
telephone message, made his
way to Claridge’s and sent his
eard up to his wife. Her mald came
down and invited him to her suite,
.an invitatian which he promptly de-
‘elined. In about a quarter of an
she descended to the lounge,
for the sireet. She showed
80 signs of confusion Or nervousness
i his visit, She was hard and cold
*sad fair, with a {raudulent smile
Wpon her lips, dressed to perfection,
her mald hovering In the backgroumd
.with & Pekinese undor one arm and &
Jewel case in her other hand.
“Thank goodness,” she sald, us she
fluttered Into & chalr by his side,
_“that you hate scenes even more than
‘1 @0! You have the alr of a man who
“Has found out no end of disagreeable
“things!
.. "You are observant,” he answered

your importance to your party. Tony
appurently did the same. He thought
that you had only to Intimate your
readiness to mccept n peerage and the
thing would be arranged. It seems
that we were wrong.''

“You were doubly wrong" he re-
plied. “In tha first place, there werc
difficulties; and, in the second, npthing
would have induced me to nocept such
a humiliating offer.”

"How did you find this out?" she
Inquired. '
“The Prime Minister offered me the
poernge lesa than an hour ago” he
answered. "I neesd not say that 1 un-

hesitatingly refused IL."
Btelln ceased butloning hor gloves.
There was a cold glitter In her ayes
“You refused it?"
“Of sourse!l”

She was ellent for a moment.
“Andrew,” she maid, “you huve
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to bend him sometimes to her will,
Why should r.e take it for granted
that she hod lost her power? Here,
howavet, evin perauasions were difM-
cult, He sat upon a stralght, high.

backsd chalr by hor side and his face
seembd as though it were carved out
of stone.

*You have always declined, Andrew,
{6 make very much wie of my money,**

““They could be changed.'”

“Impossible!**

*“You might
them"

Ay whom ™

be forced to change

The smile maddensd her. BEhe had
meant to be subtle, Bhe becama
famboyant She leanad forward In
her chaulr.

"“Wha! have you done
" she demanded.

with Tony

“SHE LEANED A LITTLE TOWARD HIM. SHE BEGAN TO RE-

1 th
W° :: h.'”""“ ool R o ¥ scarcely kept your bargain with me."
__'; vime ',“'. @ “I am not prepared to admit that,”

"1 find that Palliser has been con-
ducting a regular conspiracy behind
' back, with refersmce to this

peerage. He has practically

“forged my name and has placed me

& most humiliating position. You,
suppose, were his instigator in this
r' .

™I suppose T was,'" she admitted,
~ "What was to be his reward-—his
ylterior reward, I mean?"

*f promised him twenty thousand

he replied. “You held a very consid-
erable social position at the time when
I was in office. It was up to you to
make that good.”

“l am tired of political soclety,” she
answered. “It isn't the real thing.
Now you are out of Parllament,
though, even that has vanished. An-
drew!”

"Weall ™

Bhe leaned n little toward him. Hhe
began to regret that he had nol ae-

GRET THAT HE HAD NOT ACCEPTED HER INVITATION TO VISIT
HER IN HER SUITE"

guin now? 1 will give you & hundred
thousand pounds and settle five mil-
Hon dollurs on the holder of the title
forever, if you will accept this peer-
uge, 1 wouldn't mind a4 present to the
party funds, ecither, if that helped
mutters,""

Tullente shook his heud

“I am sorry for your disappoint-

Tallonte remained absolutely un-
ruffled, HHe had been expecting some-
thing of this sort. The only wondor
wis that it had besn delayed so long.

“A threat?' he asked pleasantly.

“Call 1t what you like. Men don'l
disnppear ke that, What did you do
with him?"

“"Whit do you think he deserved t
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pounds,”” she answered, with cold
fury, "It appears that [ overvalued

i

copted her invitation to visit her In
her suite. Years ago she had bean able

mont,” he sald, *“'but nothing would

Induce me to mcecept n seat In the
Upper House,

1 have other plans,*

She bit her lp.
“I think you are the most detestubile
human being who ever breathed," she
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fultered. “'Bupposing I go to the po-
lica ™"

“Ton’t be melodramatic,” he begged.
*In the first pisce, what have you to
tel!? In the second place, ‘In this
country, at any rate, a wifa cannot
give evidence against her husband,”

“You admit that something has hap.
poned 7 ahe naked eagerly.

"I admit nothing,” he replied, “ex-
cept that Anthony Palliser has disap-
peared under elreumstances which
vou and T know about, that he has
forged my name and entered inte u
diegraceful conspiracy with you, and
that he bas stolen from My wife a
political dooument of great impor-
tance to me.™

“I knew nothing about the political
document,” ahe sald quickly,

She sat looking down on the floor
for several minutes. She had prob-
ably, Tallente decided as Lie watched
her, some way of suffering in secret,
ull the more terrible because of Its re-
pression. When she looked up,
face seemed pinchdd and older,
voloe, however, was steady.

“1 am not sentimental,” she said
coldly. *I kmow what I want and I
am not afrald to own It. I want to
be a peeress.'’

“In that respect I am unable to help
you,'" he mthl.

“This is your last word?" ashe de-
manded. ‘

“ Absolutely!" '

“Then I demand that you set me
free.”

He wan & little staggered,

*‘How on earth can I do that?"

‘““You can allow mes to divores you."

**And spail any chance I might have
of re-entering political life,' he re-
marked quletly. }

1 have no further interest in your
political life,” she retorted.

Ho looked at her sfeadfastly.

“There I8 snother way."” he sug-
geated. 'l might divoree you."

Her eyea fell beforo the steely light
in his. She did her best, however, to
hiep her volee steady,

“That would not sult me,'"” she ad-
mitted. "I could mot be received at
Court, and there are other social pen-
alties which I am not inclined to face,
In the case of & disagreemcnt like
ours, if the man reallzes his duty, it
is he who Is wllling to bear the sacri-
fice.”

“Under the circumstances, yes.'" he
agreed, "In our case, however, there
is a certain consideration upon which
I have forborne Lo touch—""

“Andrew, you are detestabie!' she
unmmgd. “Let us end this conver-
satlon. You have sald all that you
wish to say?"
| “"BEverything,"

“Please go away, l.!nn." she bagged.
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"I am expecting visitors. 1 think that
we understand each other.'
COMPROMISE.
TE met the Prime Min-
Ister walking in the park,

““I thought of writing to you,
Tallente,” he said, ''! cannot bring
myself to belleve that you wers In
earnest on Wednesday morning.'’

“Absolutely,'* the other assured
him. . “T have an appointment with
Dartrey In an hour's time to oclose

“They'll ruin half ths mercharts
and the manufacturers Ip the conuntry
I they attempt IL”

“How can they ruin themT” Tallente
replied, *“The factories will ba thers,
the trade will be thers, the motsy
will still be thers, The financial leg-
Islation of the last few years hos sim-
ply been a bintant nursing of the
profiteor.”

1 nesd not say, Tallente, that [
disagree with you entirely,”” his com-

the matter.'* panlon declared. “"Al the same time,
The Prime Minister was shocked g .0 oo going to argue with you. To
and pained.

tell you the truth, 1 spent a great
part of last night with you in my
thoughts, We cannot afford to let
¥ou go. Bupposaing, now, that I could
Induoe Watkinson to give up Kendal?
His seat |s quite safe and with a lttle
reshuffiing you would be able to slip
 back gradually to your place among
us?"’

Tallente ghook his head.

The Prime Minigjer held out his
hand a little pettishly.

“Politles,’”” he sald, ‘isa the one
career In which men seldom recover
from their mistakes, 1 hope that even
at the eleventh hour you will relent.
1t will be & grief to all of us to sea you
sllp away from the reputable places.”

The Right Honorable John Augus-
tus Horlock stepped into his motor-
car and drove away. Tallente, after o
glance at his watch, ealied a taxi and
proceeded to keep his appointment ‘at

“You will dig your own grave,'’ he

**The idea is perfectly scan-

dalous. You proposs to sell your po-

Htical birthright for a ‘mess of pot-
h“.n

“I am afrald I can't agree with you,
sir,"” Tallente regroetted. “'I am at
least s much In sympathy with the
programme of the Demooratlic Party
as I am with yours."

“In that case,” was the somewhat
stiff rejoinder, "*there is, I fear, noth-
Ing more to be sald."”

There was a brief silence, Tallente
wotld have been glad to make his es-
cape, but found no excuse.

""When we beat Germany,”” Horlock
ruminated, '‘the man in the street
thought that we had insured the peace
of the world. Who could have dream-
ed that a nation who had played such

an herole part, which had imperilied
its very existence for the sake of a

principle, was all the time rotten at
the core!*’

‘T will challenge you to repeat that
stalement in the House or on any pub-
e platform, sir,'’ Tallente objected.
“The present state of discontent
throughout the country is solely owing
to the shocking Nnancinl mismunage-

The Sheik

Demos House, the great block of
bulldings where Dartrey had estabs
lished his headquarters.

“8it down, Tallente,” Dartrey in=
vited. *We are both of us men who
beliove in simple things and direct
action. Have you made up your
mind?**

"I have,"" Tallente announced, *'f
have broken finally with Horlock., 1
have told him that 1T am coming to
you,'*

“You will help us to set the world
to rights,” he sald. “Alas! that Is
only a phrase, but you will help us to
let In the lght. *Remember,” he went
on, "that there may be moments of
dlswnumt.. Much of the material
we have to uss, the people we have to
influence, the way, we have to travel,
may seem mordid, but the light is shin.:
ing there all the time, Tallente. We
are oot politiclans. We are deliver-
ers."”

*1 am your man, Dartrey,” Tallente
promised simply. “Make what use sf
me you will™”

Dartrey smiled, once more the plaim.
kindly man of affairs.

“*To descend then, very much to the
earth,” he sald, "to.night you must go
to Bradford. Odames will resign to-
morrow. This time,”” he added, with a
little amile, *I think I can promise you

he 'Dcmmrrnll.ﬁ support and a very
certaln eclection.*

(To Be Continued.)

ment of every Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer and lawmaker since peace
was slgned. We won the war and the
pouple who had been asked to wmulke
herole sacrifices were simply expacted
to continue them afterward as & mut-
ter of courle. What chance haa the
mon of moderate means had to im-
prove his position, to save a little for
his old age, during the last ten years?
A thid of his !ncome has gone in
taxation and the cost of everything in
50 per cent. more than it was before

Edith M. Hull's Great Romance of the Dossert

the war. And we won it, mind. That
is what he can't understand. We won
the war and found ruin."

" Legislation hes done its best,” the
Prime Minister sald, “to usalst in the
distribution of capital.”

*Legislation was too slow,” Tallente
answered bluntly, “Legisiation is only
playing with the subject now. You
mneer at the Democratic Party, but
they have a perfectly sound schema
of financial reform and they under-
take to bring the income tax down to
2 shillings In the pound within the

next thres years."
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than gold—self-re- all of them the future was a clouded
affair: even the men who talked most
*¢'s why | came to them and have loudly had no definite plan to offer,
stayed here, Just Jim. 1T was hoping Jim movied among them constantly,
that 1 could train the children, en- clicering them as best he could. He
the older folks and help them smacked the shoulders of the men
back whit the timberland owners and smiled at the wistful women and
stolen.” ’ dancéd around the cook fires with
_ w1 wonder how much land has been the children. Without any actual poil
siolen up here. along Wwith sclf-re- on the matter, they chose him us
w.-. he sald, looking bard at her.  their Jeader and remalned there,
‘She returped his look with loug trusting to him to find a way out.
and searching perutiny. “Have you They found he was not all talk. He
reason for thinking that any land put the men to work In a sawmill
been stolen from real ownera?'  near Misery, which he took over from
ot & very definite reason, I'll ad- ils discournged owner

mit. But I have been dolng some As the duys wenl on and the evie-
ing." tion shadow loomed more darkly Jim
“Are you speaking the truth—that ncted his part as an optimist with in
you have only 'uem"."" orensing  dificulty; be showed
s*That's alll” companions a brave face, but he wenl
She Lurned away. nwiay by himself and sorrowed s

“Do you have any special interest fought 10 got & new grip on hope.
In siolen lands?" he pressed From time to time he huad noticed o

precious

v's drop the subject” she strange old man who kept by hilmseif
Shaaded in the motley throng at Misery
»*Yery well. 11l keep on with the On onv orcasion, percelving that the

old mon was unobtrusively trulling
him, Jim strode back and confronied
the persistent person, *'Hello, brother,
what's the big ldea?™"

The ald man stammered an insum.
lent excuse Jim looked Lim over
with Interest, Ho was not like the

,lhn subject which 1 brought up.
Pyve been pretty selfish all my e
Miss Ambrose. But up here | have
learned g lesson. I'm going in with
your folks as a pal and a friend, with
ail the grit that's in me, and we'll see
what can be doune.'”

squntier nundeseripis He W

. “Ehe put out '-“’“"‘ her' hands to him browned darkly, showlng that he |I::
wmthusiastically. '(‘.o?:ldtf yourseif | . 4 long In the woods, but his fou-
w in, Just Jim!™ tures  possensed refinement and hils

HE work of Atltorney Bhaw 4,00 wore delicate
T among the scatiered squatiers  coygy 1ok and act an |f you want b
y of the reglon hud begun o 4 iuestions,”™ Insinted Jim. S2Lo
Whow Mself along the river in 1l “I'm wondering Why n young taan
l‘ﬁ"ﬂﬂ‘. of the populnce Dally jike you s sacrificing himselr hore as
gw arrivals came and hung up and you'te doing.”

the convenlences which had heen  “No suerifies!  After w lot of sel
Jeft behind at Misery whon the deiv- fehness | bad o good lesson ta gl

- Ing crew went on down the river.
| [Nearly all of these involuntary uo-

me. and U'm trying o squase myself ™
"It peema 10 MmAke You linppy—try-

old man, twisting his finpers ner-
vously
“Sure thing!" declared Jim

“ DON'T know whnt sort of
l lesson wis tuught vou,*' fnl-
tered the strange old man,

“bit whatever your lesson woas, you
have been acting In a way to teach
me my lesaon, Wil you come with

Vanishedd:Continued -

have gone on with their work if the
Ambroge girl, hiding her douhbts, her
prief, and her worry behind the musk
of her white fuce, had not set herself
ut their lead.

The poor folks wera leaderiens, ax.
cept yor the girl, whon the dreaded
day eame and Attorney Shaw arrived,
He brought officere; his alds for the

moving their belongingy feom the You knew I'd he back aot later than to the righttul owners—too bad from Jim's shoulder, “But his nephiew and

houses,

Bessie Ambrose sat on the porch of
the new log house, walting for Shaw's
order to depart, Bomebody had at-
tempted to pull down the little flag,
but she prevented the act,

Jim's whistle, that had bheen the
clarion of the morning in Lhe past,

]

“OH, YOU HAVE NOT BEEN BABBLING IN DELIRIUM, BUT WHEN YOU GAVE YOUR NAME TO
THE BRUTE YOU SAID ‘JUST JIM' AND | BELIEVE THAT YOU DESERVE TO BE CALLED JUST,

¥YOU STOOD UP FOR THESE POOR

lingered o8 day afler day. Foring to squarce yowrself," uverred thethe loss of Jim. The men would not

mo where nobody ean oviyheay rosg ] UE" GRnoiition of buthds
The next morping Just Jim did not logs dere mien from the "G O G drive-
uprear Later in the doy gometwaly ing crew, capraimsd by Roaring BN,
notlged that the strange G0 mun wils W dd Mought the office. The men
nu longer In the cominunity ought heavy boxes, lobwlied “Dyng.
The poor folks woie distriwted by milwe ™
2oy Wwolen an ehildley were

FOLKS WHO ARE PERSECU"ED."

wis heard sbove e waw
heard it first.

He came striding up the trall, ae-
companied by several strangers, and
did not pause untll he swood face to
face with the Ambrose girl,

' back again! Tell me ghe troth!

s, The girl

A\

this day, didn't you?"'
""Yeu!™ she erfed bravely, though
she had becn hoping against hope.
The settlers dropped all and came
running. Shaw led his forces to the
spot, apprehending Interference with
hig plans; lie had recognized a well-
known lawyor as one of Jim's com-
panions. L
When Jim turned to face the crowd
he looked directly into Benson's flum-
ing eyes -
“Glad to seoe you hore, busa! 1 know
you relish little ploys. You staged &
very good one, using me us hero, I'm

ol

have

putting on one of my own to-day,
bowed to the mun whom Shaw recog-
nizged.
attorney for the Cirent Onawii:
“BH' YIFHER SHAW, | know you
wiss Regintor Decds  in
this county in the cla duys.
aldn’'t go away and die, after all, Caleb
s found himsell nod s conscience,
an expert with a microscopo, have
been over the ocounly ragistey
we
what Caleb pointed out us the changes
and the forgeries g perpet risted when
and title Jumpes,
“Calob in pecfectly willing to talie

Curtain  goes up! Act One!*'t FHe
The lawyer dddiessed direetly

remember Caleb Blish, who
Yes! Of course you do. Well, Caleb
Calet and 1, and tnis yYoung man and
deeds Looks, wnd veritled
he was (o the pay of boundary shifters
his mediclne—~but 11 won't be a veey

bitter dose, | trust, because T shall
dofend Niee and oy the read blume
where It belongs. "’

Ly an don't cocuse e treat Onuwa
or me, du you7" demanded Shoaw
hotly

“Certalnly not. Tug ‘G O G' folks
were fooled Inte buying land from
men who did not own it, [t'a too bad,
because those lands will now be miven

Lhe

your standpoint, |

mean — excellent
frum ours, For Instance,”” he bowed to
the girl on the porch, "Miss Am-~

brose will receive thd lands from her
grundfuther's estate. 1 congratulate
you!' he assured her, smiling Into
her amazed countenunce,

Again the luwyep addrassed Shuw,
taking all the crowding listeners Into
his confidence:

"You'll be interested to know thut
4 mystery which stirred up the Gov-
ernor  wnd Legislature and ull
the newspapers hus been solved. The
fumous gore of Rongeé 19 wus peclod
Off In slivers by the plrutes, I lias
all come back v o buneh. The V
that vanieled s vislble aguin, Brother
Shaw, Une of these oficers in ulout
o morve an injungtion whteh protects

the

ll thewe lands and the selttlers on the
lands until the court can take duae
cognizines  of  the  evideno And
Wetre right tn the hieart of that V.,

*lunding where we e’
“The man who bought it from (he

Slute s dead," suted Shaw, as If
that fact modified conditions,
The luwyer clapped hin palm on
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only helr ' svery mueh alive—anid
clolms the property that his uncle
owand—the unly property left, by Lhe

wiy. Allow me to present Mr, James
Austin Mareh, second."

HE young muan raisced his oarms

T and stilled the (ising tumult.

“That's about all there is o

the tittle plny of this day and

date. e happy, folks! Tt will all
comp  outy vight when we gol our
heudn together, Sjek around!
There'll be jobs, As the duly electaf
Muyor of Misery, I bid wll of yod &

most hearty welgome,"'
“You that wus only s
Johe,**

Young March pushed the b v pesaaks
to one side and sat down beside the
flushed girl and took her hanpd and
patted it between his tender palms,

YHenson, T hnve made o job of thas
Joke,"" he gald, To the girl he whise
pered: "1 came up here lonking for
womething That was losi—fifty thou-
sand dollurs’ worth of Iand. But
what 1 have found is so much blgger
T don't dure Lo speuk of it just yet)*
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