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WHO'S WHO AND WHAT HAS HAPPENED:

MARTIN BLAKE, law clerk with a longing for adventure, gets
& faste o! it when his employer,

JOSIAH SMATT, who handles some mysterious cases, dlrects him
to carry & sealed envelope to

CAPT. WILD BOB CAREW, who is to be found in the Black
Cruiser saloon at Green Street and the Embarcadero, San Francisco.
While Blake is getting his instructions as to delivering the envelope

DR. ICHI, a dandified Japanese, sits at Smatt’s table. While Ichi

iously has been closeted with Smatt, a supposed book agent who
mn later learns is

LITTLE BILLY, a hunchback, steward of the brig Cohasset, ap-

tly tries to sell a “Compendium of Knowledge.” The book agent,

er, lets his eyes rove all over the place as he talks. His attempt

at a sale is interrupted by Smatt’s summons. When Blake, with the
envelope in his pocket, re-enters the main part of Smatt’s office he has
a sense of some one’s having just left. That night, on his errand, Blake
encounters

THE BOSUN OF THE COHASSET, alcoholically mournful over
the disappearance of Little Billy, with whom he had started out to buy
& birthday present for the brig's “blessed little mate.” When Blake
refers to lch? and Carew, the Bosun, a gigantic, h-less Englishman, be-
comes suddenly belligerent. )

As he nears the “Black Cruiser” Martin runs into Little Billy,
whom he tells of the bosun's anxiety. Though Martin detects no odor
of liquor on the hunchback, Little Billy appcars unsteady and, in
seeking 1o maintain his balance, seizes the law clerk’s overcoat, in
which he carries the envelope Smatt was sending to Carew. Near the
saloon Martin passes a figure in a gray overcoat. He enters the “Black
Cruiser” and is put in an empty room of the lodging house upstairs
while Carew is to be told of his arrival. As he waits in the dark room
he hears a noise that makes him look out in time to see a group of
Japanese dragginﬁ a beautiful white girl, clad in a gray coat, along
the passage. As he opens the door, a fist shoots through, hits him in
the pit of his stomach and knocks him back into the room.

Martin is unable to understand the tapping. Little Billy, coming
to rescue the captive girl,

RUTH LE MOYNE, rescues Martin as well. ‘Their escape is
discovered as they leave the premises of the “Black Cruiser” and in
a gun battle that follows Blake who had been given a pistol by Little
Billy, shoots Spulvedo and throws his weapon, emptied, full in the
tace of Carew as the latter shoots. Martin awakens on board the Co-
hasset. Liftle Billy explains that Blake had suffered a scalp wound
from Carew's shot. “We shanghaied you for your own good,” the
hunchback explained. “The police or greW's gang would have ‘got’
vou. You were not cut out for a law clerk, anyway!"”

The Jap messenger who comes to convey Martin to Capt. Carew:
declines to answer the law clerk’s questions about the girl, and to
Blake's excited story, Carew himself—an extraordinarily handsome
man—turns a deaf ear, demanding that Martin deliver the message,
Realizing now that through the police would come the best chance
10 rescue the girl, whose gray overcoat was lying on the floor in the
Captain’s room, Martin delivers the envelope. As he turned to go
Carew discovers that the envelope contained only blank paper. He
roars out a command that results in Martin’s being assaulted by
several |apanese servants and

SPULVEDO, keeper of the “Black Cruiser.” Blake, knocked
out in the battle, comes to in a small, dark room. His kicks against
the door bring a bullet crashing through it and a command from
Spulvedo to keep quiet. Presently Martin hears an irregular tap-
ping on the wall of the room in which he is a prisoner.

Miss Le Moyne, Martin learns, is mate of the Cohasset! As he
sees her now, he is convinced he was right in judging her beautiful
when he first saw her a captive in the dive. Her grandfather is

SOUARE 1IM DABNEY, blind captain of the brig. I'hrough
Little Billy, Dabney hears the first part of the “Secret of Fire Moun-
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figures which was in the envelope Martin was r.arr{ln to Carew.
Little Billy had substituted the envelope containing the glank paper,
he explains, when he acted as though intoxicated on meeting Blake
en route to the dive. Ichi, he said, had stolen the parchment originally
from him. Dabney, violating a rule of the Russian Government in
trading with natives for sealskins in Bering Sea, was pursyed by a
Russian gunboat and escaped, winding up at a volcanic island wherc
was found wreckage of the ship Good Luck of New Bedford. At this
paint of tl.e story the hunchback produces “The Log of John Winters,
Rark Good Luck, 1889."

ITTLE Billy explained that he
had discoversd the log whils re-
covering from a “‘perfodical
sprea’ In & Chinese resort In
Honoluln. The first entry, which he
read to Martln, told of the eapture of wa found It was dotted with the
somns whalen by the crew of the Good proclous stuff,
Luck and In the last paragraph read: 1 ment Costa stralghtaway
Costa ploked up a lamp of am- aboard to tell the captain, and

pays Lia, It was & big lump of
ambsrgrease, the biggeat any man
abonrd has ever seen. It weighs
184 pounda.

But this was not all. Oostia
and T looked along the beach, and

bargrenss near his kill. The am- he brought everybody ashore, and
bergrease  welghs  twenty - five wa combad the beach all the way
pounds. A fine day's work uround the lagoon. By nightfall

wa lhud a blg boatload, and wn
went nboard, The old man i=
dancing with joy. When 1 get
home,, I will buy & farm, and
sottle down anhore. [ think Alice
will tako me, and if she don't
thers are plenty of other girls In
the world.

“You aes, friend Winters (s indulg-
Ing n the time-honored pastime of
spending his payday before he has i,
and of vowing the usual sallor vow to
leave the sea and buy & farm.

“Now wo will akip to the last regu-
lar entries in the book.

St 1o the for. We hiave been
three weoks without a sight, fox-
bound, and plundering God knowa
where. It is mo thick we cannot
soe & ship's length In any dlrec-
tiom,

I know the Old Man is worriad,

“Tell mo, Hiake, do you know any-
thing about ambergris?'' asked Billy.

“No, never heard of the stufl,”
answered Martin,
“Then wo will have to digress &
moment,"" sild Little Billy, *"Hecause,
from to.night, you will think of am-
borgris by day, and dream of it by
night—ambergris in kogs, oodies of
it! Ambergris, my frijend, ka tha stuff
John Wintera calls ‘ambergrease,’ 1t
i a waxy substance, wvery light
wolght, that forms inslde of a sperm
whale, nnd which friend whals belchos
forth when he gets the ocolle from
teasting too heartlly upon squid,
Hquid, otherwise cuttie-flsh, {8 & hor-
rid monster, all arms and beak, which
the cachalot copniders &, most dainty
tidbit,
“Ambargyls Is the best perfums base
obtainable—Iit has the virtue of mak-

May God have meroy! I altin
the window of the dry cave, on the
Mre Mountaln, and write by the
Hghit of the midnight sun!

Manuel Sllva and I are tha sole
survivors of the wreock of the
(1004 Luck. Thirty-flve wers loat.
We ars cast away on o barren ial-
and. It |la a wvoleanio mountaln,
the ltke of which no whalemun filled with black caves, Thers In

a bottmless hola that belehes
ubonrd can  rememboer. I will » :
write it dewn like It happened, eteam, and the earen shakes.

most unlitulted market for ambergris.
Wa looked up _prices in ‘Frisco and
found that $40 an ounce will be pald
without haggling.

“Meanwhilo, let un to John Winter's
journal ngain, Here comes the esmash-
ing denovement, the very next day,
Aprll 1, 1880;

Thin day there Jdid happen to us
about

It happened n week ago. It was
Thin maerning, at dawn, wWe
came through the chinnel into very thick and lml:?a.nlble t°d“;"‘9 CAvos
the langoon of ths north island. a good lookout. Wo jammed be-

tween two monster rocks and the
masts went by the Loard and the

I was glven the task of wood- Ho

cask of beer mnd ons of blscult
and a *handy billy.” The quar-
terboat came ashore only a lttle
damngsl.

Wea pulled off to the wreck and
succeeided in bonrding her. Then
tha deyil entored Into us and we
wert possosssd by gread. We had
planned to get clothes nnil stores
from the lazaret; but when wao
got Into the lazaret we had no

the spring, Costa and T took &
willk along the heach. We came
upon a great squid Iying dead,
He had been bitten In two fiy a
cachalot, and hud only three armnms
left, but they were of tromendous
length. Then we saw plotes of
othér squid all nlong the bheach.

Suddenly Contn san  forward,
and gave & grent shont, ond hent
over what I had tuken to be u bhig

but 1

CAVE,

tain." The hunchback begins by producing a parchmcnt_cm'ercd with

Jelly-Aul, “y Ouar—groeanso!" thought but for the treasurs of Enwful

ing the odor Superfine and enduring,| DtcAuse ths Kamchatka coast is ambergrease. We spent all the
The demand for it s insistent, and| ©€/o0® "tl';"' '-‘“: tillnk.lnt a lot day getting the ambergreass to
unsatisfied. To-day thers s an al- about Alice. shore.

During the day the wreck broke
up and swept to sen. We sal-
vaged but ome box of candles—
not & particle of the clothes and
food we so sorely need,
Providenca justly punish us for
our greed!

Blly
but 1 hraced him up.

the candles, for we wanted a dry
cave to sleep In and to stow the
embhergreass In. The ground-level

though they are warm.

] 3 . through the Elephant Head, to-
‘\c:l.ﬁ:ml \:’2,‘11&::: ltﬂl‘l: o:;t._.‘;: shlp bLroke In twe and all handa ward the Great Nolss. We came
athore, and landed on a fine, forwurd, excopt Sllva, ‘“"“.“: ‘: to & windy cavs, whers theye was
whits beogeh, that was littersd the whenl, went '?"“' a great bottomless hole that the
with dpeiftuge, While the men 8ilva and 1 salvaged ull the wreck- nofse came out of,

were rolling the ecosks up to age wa could reach. Wo got & Sllva went half mad with ter-

ror, for he Is very superstitious,

an avil place.
found the hels In
led to this dry cave.

Thiy window I writa by Is the
only daylight opening In the dry

above the beach,
But we had no nerve to look
deepor into the black guts of this

v <

Bo doth

o wis greatly disheartanesd,
We snt
to explore the eaves with

ure all wet from steam,

wé went Into the mountain

saw It was steam. But (t is
And afterward we

the roof that

and it 1s full forty foedt

place and wo declded to use

CONNECTICUT TOWN

this cave. So 1 rigged the hundy
biliy and we holsted wll the greaso
in through the window and
stowed |t i
“There—that was written a woek
after the wreek.,” =sald Little Bllly.
““The next one, three days later:
We have been bere ten days,
now, and I think things look
mighty black. Bilva's nerve Is
gone, and 1 have to fight to keep

mine, The mountaln shakes con-
tinuously, and weo fear 1t will
erugH, And alwnys there s the
nodse, thoe monning in the hole,
and the great rumble. It has got
Bliva. \

Silva hns gone down to the

bonch to got shellflsli, We are sav-
ing the beef, s much as we can.
I am glad Siive Is out of my sight,
Ha {s mad—and, fjod help me! 1
fenr I nm golng mad, too, Ha sits
and looks at me by the hour, just
looks, looks, nnd says not a wgrd,
nnd his eyes bumn.

I am feéared of him. He Is a
munrderer. Ho told mo &0, when
hiz consclence masterod him. He
told ma why his feared the hole.
Ho drank of the hot spring, and
when he got a beliyache, he
though he wias dying.

Then he told me that he woam
one of the hands on the Argonaut,
n dogen years ngo, and that thera
wns & mutiny, and that he stran-

Love and the Jea

gled the caplain with hls hands.

And hoe saye tho moaning down In

the hole 1s the eaptaln calling him,

Now, he goes down to the edge of

the hole and howls at the captaln.

"'Now—the next entry. Day or two
luter, I judge,'” sald Bllly.

He is gone! Heo was sitting op-
posite me, and suddenly ha sings
out something In his own lingo,
and sprang to his feet, and
rushed down toward the hole
leading to the windy cave. He was
Inughing awfully, 1 followed—
but eould mnot eatch him. He
faimped into the hols and the
nolsea stopped. And 1 stayed
through the smhake, and saw the
lighta from the pit. .

God help mes, I wanted to jump,
too! f

I am golng to leave this place
to-morrow, 1 have repaired the
quarterboat, and hopeless or not,
I will try to reach Kamchatka.
It ia btotter than to stay here, and
go mad, and follow Sllva!

1 have written the secret of the
cave on a pleca of the lining of
my parkn, though Uod knows if
I shall over need it
“The next entry is fust a scrawl,”

anld Little Dilly. *'It ia barely leg-

tble.""
I am in the fog—the terrible
gray fog! No water! 'I ses Allce

in the fog!

’

&

“And then—tha end."

I soe Sillva sitting opposite me

He looks, looks! Lord God, hast

Thou demorted ma?

Billy, who had been with Capt
Dabney when tha Colinsset reached
the voleanio tsland, realized the (den-
tity of the place with Winter's Inland.
From the Chiness owner of the resort
the hunchback learned that Winters
had boeen picked up demented In his
open boat, brought to Honolulu and
lad thers died, He left his log with
the Chinaman, who sold it to Little
Billy for "fllve dollah."

**At hreakfast next morning I ae-
quainted Ruth with the passages I
read to you,” Little Billy sxplained,
“We wers walted on by Ichl, the Ik«
tle Jap, whom we shipped as cook
Hakodnte, As he apparently
hardly anything of Engllsh, we
no pains to guard our speech
him. Indeed, we never gava him a
thought, Weo verified the ood
Luck's loss and congrRtulated our-
selves on the finding of Fire Moun-
taip-—all within the hearing of I&ht

“We wern daunted only by ghe
prospect of searching blindly t
that cave-ridden mountaln!

Ruth found the code, A rip om
lining of the log book revealed 1t—tho
plece of akin you ses on the table.
The writing, you ses, !s all numer-
"”."

Martin Inapected the faded
of figureas  43344544236183014
1078624386168 115352811384482015111
GAB441132128341142146522430145461
1156262504424461 1513421440844 24420610
RAATRAIGART44TE48TR11RTI1E,

> |

“"How do you know {t's & code?™ .tﬁ

usked,
“Thres exegllent reasons,” ah-
awered the hunchback. *“'‘First, Win-

ters mentions writing down the seoret
of the oava's location and we find the
siin; second, Smatt himself deciph-
ered the fgures for Ichl third, Ruth
and I proved correctnoss of the de-
ciphering this moming. We talked to
each other through the wall in the

“Hiack Crulser’ by means of it Ow-(’

sultation with Poe's “Goldbug’’ gave

me the key. It is what s called &

zl;:.c:l.urbmrd code. I will draw It
12131415 1
1|a ACAr
A1 2L 2|7
AV AR AV
Yl 9la]|s|L|a
,?" viw | x| FI| =

Learn more of the meaning of the )

cipher In Monday's Instalment.

(Coprright, 1823, Ly the Dall Bmdicate, Ing).
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