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BY WM. OLAND BOURNE.

The aarative of e year 1849 forme & remaris
blechapter la the Higtery of the World. Perhepauo
aingle year has embraced a groater vamber of im-
poctant events, and certaiuly vone bas iuvolved
w0 great and lastiog censcqueuces, io such o
wariety of relstions. The overthirow of the Bikhs
tho establisliment of the British power on the ruine
of the Bikh dynssty . the deporition of the ope,
the Declaration of the Rowan Hepublic, and its
early extipction by French lntervention—that in
explicable development of French policy; the
stroggles (o Bardiniag the movements of the peaple
ia Germany; the contest betwoen the Danes aud
Germnoe; the intervention of Hussin 1 Hunga-
rian aflaion; the fall of Hungary | the overthrow
of Venico; aud the movement o the Nationa!
mind of Franos on Socisl Quostions, are all preg-
uvant with vast and enduring results.

If wetura our oye to the Western Hemisphare
wo 800 on the one hand & Naticn of 20,800 000 of
1 inthe p {ul and resistioas progress of
& virtaous and enlightenad Liberty, spreadiog ita
fastitetions over the Continent from the Allantic
W tha Pacitic, new Siates rising, sa thongh spon-
uconaly, from deserts, and new people acknowl-
edging ite power. Un the other baud n larce
pravives distarbed with discuesions of puble
polity and seekiug u separation irom the Hritish
throne, while Bouth American Republics aud Na-
tlone, and West lodian leinnds, are rocked to their
centers, in the strugele betwoen Deapotism aud
Liberty.

If we glance at tha inner life of the Nations of
the Old World, we see soalal oppressious of every
form palaying and croshing the siruggling snd
aspiring powers of the People.  Thess oppresstons
inoue place bave written the condemnation of
blood, in  terrific famine, upon ome Natioo—in
another social disorder and covfusion—igoorance,
vice, despalr, the accesscries of all.

While these events go forward in the Uk &
startiug impulse hus beon given to the New
M= . < Menseery freasures

on the Weatern alope a‘&?‘fg&",

haa tareed the carreut of the World's thought, med
Commerce seeks ite new channel with an alacrity
it has never before knowo.

This quickenivgof the Waorld's groat pulees bas
never been cqualed in history. The progress of
Art and Belunos haa beeu onward—the stretching
of Electrie Wires over Woumnards of miles, from
“m-hm.m“.mw. in-
stant neigbbor of the Bouth, to which it way speak
in a whisper of electric light.

In social questions the civilised world has bocn
compelled o taks & deep interost. The abolitin
of Capital Ponishmest, the Bxemption of e
Homestead, the Preveation of Land i
the Universal Education of the People, the Aboli-
tion of Slavery, the Principles of Peace, the Evils
of lutemperacce, the Organined Relemation of
Dwelliogs for the Laboring Uinsses, ite Reform
of Prison Palicy, the Prevestion ratber than ibe
Punishment of @rime—those, acd many others
‘mark the bistory of the year.
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