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-TsOiE mystic «cenes, with deepest meaning

fraught, , ,

By Genini imaged m hu hour of might-
jUrnme work each for high and earnest thought-
Here lire and mova before tho woudonng sight I

{be walk by self-denying, holy Faith,
With sin and hell.tbe stem, victorious strife,

The solemn entrance at the Gate of Death,
The pathway leading to Immortal Life,.

All pictured bere, do shadow truth sublime;
Truth to be hid and cherished in tba heart

Through every period of Earth's changeful time;
IOb, happy union! where the Painter's art

To Poetry its powerful aid has given
To bid ui hear the message sent from Heaven

e. f. e.

lectures.
Bl i '»LIGAL (' H R < >N OL< )G Y ;

AUL.ECTURE.
V,Y PROP. O. K. MITCHEL, OF CINCINNATI.

(.Reported l"'-r The Tribune.]
Notwithstanding the desperate condition of tho

Weather, tiiere was a very good audience on Pri-

day night at Hope Chapel, to bear the last of Prof,

liitchefs Lectures upon Astronomy as developed
by the Jewish Scriptures. Prof. M. remarked,
in Ittbstance, that because of the weather lie

scarcely expected any one t<> come to hear him,
and bad counted on a holiday, but be would goior.
ward since so many bad braved the storm. rh<

topics previously discussed had been done in 8

different manner from Iks usual course he had

called attention to the modem scientific discove

Iries, and compared them with the Bible, as far as

the Fourth Day of the Creation,, when the Sun
and Moon were developed. Further work lie bad
left for the Geologists.and one .: great eminence

a would soon explain the geoli gi al part of the

i question to tbe people of this City. Bui he would
¦ take up the question of the Period ol tin: Crea¬
tion of Man. Can wc tix that period by any sci¬
entific or traditional authority? He feared ho
could not do the subject, much justice hut he
Would try. Tin- Hindoos tell us that three ages
of the Earth have passed.the first, 1,780,000
years, and two others of a like length have gone
by, and we are living in t\i<- Fourth Ago. The
Egyptians aud the Babylonians claim about
3C.Ü00 years of Antiquity tor their early His¬
tory. But is there any truth in this ' How
did these nations measure time ' How many
persons, even in this intelligent audience, can

tell exactly what a year Is-? Our day, even

lo simple, is not understood correctly. As we

employ it, it is a perfectly imaginary period-
it has do absolute existence, scientifically consid
Bred. Now there is a great diversity among the
ancients in regard to the year. The Hindoos have
a year like ours, a year of a month, a year of a

day, and even a shorter year of only bait a day.
Bo with other old nations; nod it is only latelv
that Astronomy discovered this. He would pro¬
ceed to n closer consideration. How far can wu

go back ? Can we go beyond tbe Flood? Is
there anything known of real fact before that era ;

He said that when we attempt to work our way
back, we rely less upon the recorded places of the
planets than upon those of the fixed stars. But
tbe place of the Vernal Equinox formed a most

sublime time piece. If the star Aldebaran now

occupies the point of the Vernal Equinox, tho as¬

tronomer of a hundred thousand years hence needs
no other record to discover our era and our year
1850. Of the Zodiac, we know not when it'was
established. The Greeks state that the Vernal
Blquiuoxoncc occupied accrtain position, bisecting
or crossing certain Zodiacal signs. The statement
of Eudoxus referred to a period of 1,800 voars be
ore ho wrote, or 1,700 years befose Christ. We
do know that the division ol the /iodiae was made
at least 3,000 years ago j but this only throws us

halfway back to the probable beginning of the
Zodiacal division. This, however, indicates a be
«Inning al-out 4,700 years before Christ. The
Jlgypnans (seo Ptolemy) made BeTorul obser¬
vations of the heliacal riaiiig of the star Sirius;
Ptolemy noted a rising on one occasion
lour days after the Equinox. This is am¬

ple data, wo know where tho Equinox then
was in reference to Sirius; we know thnt this
{diservatioii was made 2,.'.:.0 years before Christ.
Diodoms says that he rend, on a column in Ara¬
bia, " 1 am Isis, queen, Ac I rise with Sirius."
I'hia carries us back U.uüO years betöre Christ,
rids Sirius wns (band to change its day of rising
once in four years and then the Egyptians first
invented the Sothio period of 1,460 years, by mul¬
tiplying 365 by 4. At the year IHM after Christ,
we'were at the etui of the Sothic period. Now
was this the first Sothic period ! Manetho
¦ays the Shepherd Kings were driven out of
Egypt 1,500 years before Christ. It appears that
3,783 years before the Christian era, tho Egyptians
were using this period. Tiie Persians say that there
Was a time when four bright, stars marked tbe sol¬
stices and the equinoxes. We lind these to be Al-
debaran, Antares, Regulas, and Fomalhaut. We go
hack and find this Persian period to be 3,000 years
before Christ. The Speaker referred to the Baby¬
lonian observations us far as 2,234 before Christ.
We find, then, in all cases, that when we have
reached about 5,000 years back from our day,
we come to our limit.we can go no further. The
Chinese record an eclipse which took plnce some
",000 years before Christ. They record a conjunc¬
tion ol »l«rs 2449 years before Christ. Prot. M.
referred to the vast periods claimed by some na¬

tions, and first noticed the period before the De-
lugs, 3,340yoars, according to tho Septaagint He-
rosus, the Chaldean, stated that a certain number
of zaroes had elapsed(previous to the Deluge. It
is almost certain that the zaros was the pe¬
riod from one eclipse to another of the sun, or ra¬

sher from the time whep an eclipse happened in
a certain position to its recurrence in the same

position. Prof. M. described the phenomena of
eclipses, in order to make clear this i>oint. Proba¬
bly this period of regular eclipses was years
said was the Zaros, ot" which 130 had elapsed ac-

¦ording to Berosus, or 2,220 years from the Crea¬
tion to the Flood. He referred to the Egyptian
period of the reign of tho Gods for 30,000 years,
and presumed that these were lunar.months, or

2,345 years.just the period up to the Deluge..
The Chinese number of Kings or reigns is
reducible to2,306years tothe Flood. The Hindoo
period of 1,720,000 years was probably the year of-
ahalf-a-day or 3,305 years. Orosius says the pe-
riod from t reation to Flood was 2,256 years.and
this is the Hebrew account. These periods are

remarkably coincident. This argument is mainly
conjectural; but in all we can do we cannot
in certainty get back so far as the period
that Moses ascribes tor the date ol Creation. The
Professor stated that he bud studied the Hindoo
Astronomy with great attention; he had studied
their tables, and their four methods of computing
tbe eclipses but he eould not get beyond 3,101
vears before Christ. As to the Eslipses said to
Lave occurred previous to this period, we lind that
no such events eould have happened. I will not
say thnt it is impossible to get back further; it
may be done hereafter, but it is uncertain. When
tho Egyptian hieroglyphics were interpreted, and
their meaning known, we found that the cele¬
brated circle or sphere of Dendenth was not an
actual sphere, but a horoscope simply. Should
I-ayard be able to discover a sphere in the ruins
of Ninevab, he may possibly give a new interpre¬
tation to all ancient Chronology. But! have no

expectation of such an event. There is no evi¬
dence of probability that Man has dwelt on this
.arth for more than 6,000 years. Prof M. referred
to the extreme difficulty which the early Astrono¬
mers most have had, and the vast time they must
have used in making theirobservations; ami when
We trace these periods back we cannot get more
than 6,000 or t.ouo j wars from 1850. Therefore we
must conclude that tbe full and «lear account of
»0 Creation written by Moses is entirely correct;
«ml that it was bv the nut family which survived
tho Flood that all which is known of tbe Aatedi-
«mm History of our Have was perpetuated.-
-itiese conclusions were satkfactory to him; ho
.ould come to no other.

Prof- Mitchell then announced tha,t he would
gwe two more Lectures, at Hope Chapel, on the
evening, of Tuesday and Friday next; in the
«»t of these he will explain the wonderful dis-
WYenes recently mads among the Fixed Stars;
*»« to the second, he will treat particularly of the
aotions of these Stars, or rather of the revolution
.* Wer,* of Systems (of which our sy.tem

* Part) w an immense orbit, the center of

which, we nnderstani, haj been pronounced to

be the constellation Pleiades, or the Seren Stars.

ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATIONS;
A LECTURE,

BT PROF. 0. M. MITGHEL OF CINCINNATI.
[ Sketched for The Tritnne.}

On Monday evening, the Female Academy
Chapel, in Brooklyn, was again filled by the audi¬
tors of Prof. Mitchel. Before adverting to the
sabject announced for the evening, considerable
time was given, at the request of one of his audi¬

ence, to the examination of the miracle recorded
in the tenth chapter of Joshua, by which the sun

and moon were made to stand still in their places.
The Professor gave it as his own opinion that the
rotation of the earth was actually stopped by Di¬
vine interposition, while its revolution in its orbit1
and all the other motions of the heavenly bodies,
continued. The object of God in constructing the
universe in the form in which it now exists, ho
believed to be, the development of the human
mind. If stability and perpetuity alone had been
the objects to- be attained, a much simpler ar¬

rangement of orbits would have accomplished the
purpose) and the only question in his mind in re¬

lation to the occurrance of any miracle was this
Was there an object to be attained by its per¬
formance greater than would be accomplished by

tRurrht that even the sun
their gods, were under th
There was no difficulty to
the occurence of a imrad
miracle. The established
were the result of the dir
in a uniform manner; in
same Divine will exerted i

[A more full account of tli
is rendered unnecessary b
ture Ht Hone Chapel oil t
lisbed in The Tribune lni
his attention to the topic

were

tion of those subjects which pertained to his nat¬
ural wants, but Iiis mind could so ir away from
the earth and penetrate the regions of the stars;
l.e had the ability to watch the movements of
heavenly objects and to speculate upon their na¬

ture. By this power many of the higher faculties
of the mind form a field of exercise. The first ob¬
servatory was doubtless some loft}', rocky peak,
where some solitary man lay bynight and wai :hc
the beautiful canopy above him, trusting thai at
some future period n ray of light would illumine
his mind as to the nature of tin' bright appear¬
ances he so loved to gaze upon. Bui as be
watches night after night, he finds that the rela¬
tive position of the stars and the moon is chang¬
ing; he discovers the motion of the moon among
the stars; ho also learns the motion of the sun

nnd of fire beautiful bricht stars among those
less brilliant. Tin period of the revolution of
each of these he can determine. He now seeks
to learn their orbits, and finding them to differ, in¬
strumental aid is requisite to lix the angles of in¬
tersection. The Gnomon is erected, which is
merely a column standing upon a level surface,
the shadow from which determines the elevation
of the sun. From this simple instrument im¬
provement went fin, accumulating the acquire¬
ments of nges after ages, until the astrono¬
mer was able to break away from the commonly
received opinions, which placed the earth
in the center of the universe, and to give her an

orbit among the planets. When Kepler's laws
were announced, the orbits of all the planetary
bodies had been determined, and it seemed that
astronomical Investigation had reached its limits.
It was impossible to watch with greater close¬
ness tho celestial bodies, anil before the human
mind could make further advance, it must either
go to the stars or bringthem down to it. Strange
to say, when it could go no further without ac¬

complishing one or the other of these objects, the
requisite means were discovered. The lecturer
here spoke of the astonishment caused by Gali-
lco'6 invention of the Telescopo, and the interest
which was felt in the intrument while its use was

confined to viewing terrestrial objects. But soon
it won appliod to it* appropriate) purpose, and tho
best minds have given their beat efforts to its im¬
provement and perfection, till now, by its aid, we
are able not only to pent-irate to tho extreme of
our own system, but have passed over the span
which seperates us from the starry host. It has
opened a work which will last through all time..
If observatories and nstronomers were infinitely
multiplied, there would be employment for all, to

occupy them forever.
What are these labors ? Some may be disposed

to think the Observatory is a lofty building in
Which the Astronomer has nothing to do but occa¬

sionally amuse himself by looking at thoso beau¬
tiful Stars or inspecting the surface of tho Moon
through his immense magnifiers. Such persons
nre much mistaken The Astronomer holds no

sinecure. He mav he seen night after night en¬

during the cold ol' winter, with no artificial boat
allowed in his observing room, watching tho
Stars through his tube, noting their appear¬
ance, anil again looking at the same Stars
and repeating his operations time after time
and year after year. What is he doing? He is
heaping up material for the Astronomers of future
years.
Perhaps ho believes that all the universe of stars

are moving and strives to ascertain the speed and
direction of their motion. Years of observation
are requisite to show that they change their
places at all, aud he can never hope to solve the
problem himself, though he may furnish material
Irom which others may do it. This self sacrificing
spirit has animated astronomers in all aces. Hip-
parchus, of whom the speaker always thought
with veneration, saw (he heavens 2,000 years
ago, when they were supposed to be a chrystal
sphere and unchangeable. But he thought the
time might come when a change should have tak¬
en place, ami he made a perfect catalogue of the
stars with their exact position, which is the most
valuable gift antiquity has presented to man.

The speaker then proceeded to describe some

of the details of astronomical observations. Tho
telescope is so sonstructed as to extend the power
of vision, but it must also enable the observer to
mark with precision the exact position of any
heavenly body. For this purpose two fixed points,
at least,"must be known from which to measure.

For the purposes of observation the heavens
are supposed to be divided by meridian circles
passing through the North Pole. The meridian
on which the vernal equinox takes place is con¬
sidered the one from which the measurements are
to be taken. This mint pass our zenith at peri¬
ods exactly twenty-four hours apart. If a Star
pusses the zenith one hour after the vernnl equi¬
nox, it is said to have one hour of riu'ht ascension,
and the amount of right ascension of any star and
its distance from the North Pole are all that is
needed to be known to establish its position._
[The Speaker was nt this point attacked with a
sudden pain to which he is subject, but after a
short pause was enabled to proceed.]
Again, across the focus of the eve piece are

stretched two spider's webs, .'or a distance of half
an inch, for the purpose of marking the center of
tbe tube. If these bend by their weicht, the
amount of deflection is calculated. The polar
distance is determined by means oi a large grad¬
uated circle fixed vertically upon the wall, called
the Mural Circle. The effects of heat upon this
e rele are to be known and allowed. But having
calculated tlie imperfectious of the instruments,
perfect observers become necessary. The most
accurate, observers fail to note the exact time aa

object strikes the eye. I nder the system former¬
ly in vogue the ,man who could note within one
tenth of a second came as near the accurate time
as it was supposed possible to arrive. Vow the
seconds are divided into thousandths. Prof. M.
gave a beautifully clear explanation of the elec¬
tric apparatus, which ho has adapted to the
purjvse of registering time,. A surface of paper
u made to move at a uniform rate of speed by
clock work. The pendalum of the astronomical
dock, at each beat, closes a galvanic circuit which
by magnetic power strikes a dot upon the paper
»0 that each second there will be a mark, and
time is converted into space. The moment the
observer sees tbe star he is observing pass the
meridian, ha touches a lever which, by another
circuit and another magnet, makes a dot upon the
paper, and tho distance of this last from those dots
marked bv the clock, will show the fractions of a
second. Formerly the observer counted the beats
of the clock and guessed at the fractions. Be¬
fore leaving borne, Prof. M. tested the accuracy of
this apparatus, and two observations oaly varied
one hundredth part of a second.
He had made niany^mproveraenU in tbe work¬

manship of tlie instruments since his ooarso of

lectures here lost Spring, thaugh none in the prin¬
cipal. It had been constantly in operation, and
had performed to his entire satisfaction. Former¬
ly one obeervat-on upon a star in a night was ail
that could be obtained. Now be could take ten,
and somerimeB one hundred. The same spider's
web with which he connected the pendulum of the
clock with the delicate lerer which forms the gal¬
vanic connection, eighteen months ago, still re¬

mains. " a visible connection between heaven and
earth." The speaker said that one year sufficed
for the labors of ten, and if his life and ability were
spared ten years, he should thank the Lord for a

century's existence.
One more lecture fon Thursday evening) closes

the course, and it is understood that this will per.
tain specially to the subject of an Observatory at

this Port.

MARY AND ELIZABETH;
» LECTURE,

BY GEORGE H. MILES OF BALTIMORE.
[Reported for tho Tribune. J

The second Lecture of the course before the
I Catholic Institute of this City, was delivered on

Friday evening, at the Stuyvesant Institute, by
George H. Miles of Baltimore. The night was
one of the stormiest of the season, yet there wa3

a very lame audience in attendance. Mr. Miles
Lose" for his subject the History and Character of

Uueen Mary and Queen Lhzabeth. Human ap"

plausc, said he, is a poor, uncertain thing at the
best, and human censure quite as fickle and unim-

to be a mutual understanding that
is purely Pickwickian. But the H

nobilit3- every crime was applauded. The ears of
infants are still tickled with the praises of " Good
Uueen Bens" and shocked with the atrocities of
" Bloody Mary." Not Ion- ago. it was customary

Mary is still cited as an excuse for the butcheries
of her sister, as her reign is still something of a

bugbear, I will give a brief sketch of their lives,
compiled from recent writers. These writers
have vindicated Mary in fact, but have left her the
old name. Mr. Miles then proceeded to sketch the
life ofMary the tirst Uueen Regnant of England.
the only child of Henry VIII. and Catherine of
Arragon. She was a lovely child.played the
harpsichord when very young.carried her Greek
and Latin studies to such excess as to impair her
health anil increase her melancholly tempera¬
ment. The Bluebeard Henry, contemplating the
divorce of Mary's mother, aspired to force a high
alliance for the lovely child before he disinherited
her. Mary loved her mother, and sided against
her father, tor which mother and child were sepa¬
rated and soon after the King's marriage with
Anne Boleyn was advertised, and the marriage
with Catherine pronounced invalid. Elizabeth
was born.Mary disinherited. M:iry never would
call Elizabeth princess, although commanded to
do so by her father: "sister" was the only recog¬
nition. Mary's love for her mother made her in¬
flexible on this pomt. But the bitterest blow to

Mary was the execution of her mother, with
whom she was even denied the privilege of a last
farewell. It was thought that Mary would be the
next victim ; but it was ordered otfierwise ; Anne
Boleyn forfeited the favor of Henry, and became
the victim instead of Mary, by the exocution of
Anne Boleyn, Elizabeth was also illegitimized.
The lecturer had no excuse to offer for Mary's re¬

nunciation of her sainted mother; this was wrung
from her in a moment of despair by the art* of
Cromwell but it was a black departure from the
nobleness of her youth. The period of her lifo
when she dwelt at the Court at Greenwich was

marked by extreme generosity toward her sister
Elizabeth. But Mary had othor trials, in tho
murder of the friends of her youth, Featherstone
and Abel and the vcncrablo Countess of Balis-
bury. Yet after the sixth marriage of her father,
she was restored, and the Crown entailed on her
after Prince Edward or other issue of Catherine
Parr: and in nil the storms of Edward's rfiign,
though temptations were not wanting to induce
her to seize the reigns of Government, she
nover gave the least encouragement to rebellion.
Through all this reign she persisted in Catholicity,
much to the offense of the Protestant Court. But
Henry efforts to continue his name and sceptre
by heirs male were frustrated by the death of
Edward V1, who by an will disinherited both Mary
and Elizabeth, and settled the crown upon Lady
Jane Grey. Instead of receiving the crown which
belonged to her, Mary was branded by the Coun¬
cil with illegitimacy and advised to submit. But
she fled indignantly, and with a small troop of
knights and ladies, took possession of Framling-
ham-Castle, unfurled her baaner, and assumed the
title of Uueen Regnant of Englaud anil Ireland.
Her subsequent triumphant inarch to London
proved that she had not mistaken her hold upon
Metrie England, upon tho spirit of Cressy and
Agincoart- Once on tho throne, she disbanded
her ariay, pardoned the rebels, and unlocked tho
prison gates that the innocent might go forth. This
was when her will was uncontrolled by council or

husband. The politicians of that time were un-

scrupulous men ; Henry had surrauuded his throne
with robbers and they stayed there, entirely in¬
dependent of Mary, the Star-Chamber of West¬
minster palace transcended even the enormities
of Kings; yet not an instance of their cruelty was
brtught before Mary's notice which she did not

remedy.not a death-warrant did she sign that
was not fur unqualified and admitted treason !
In the latter part of her reign, when incapacitated
by mortal suffering from interference in their pro¬
ceedings, she earned the misapplied title of
"Bloody." Shrinking froru the execution of
Northumberland, she refused to condemu Lady
Jane Grey, the conspirator against her life and
crown. The Lecturer remarked that Mary was
kind to Elizabeth, and never insulted her, though
she was the offspring of an adulteress. He aiso
portrayed the masculine courage of Mary, during I
the night of Wyatt's seige. It was immediately
after this battle, which nearly cost her life, that
Mary signed the death warrantof Lady Jane Grey.
At the same time she discovered clear proof that
Elizabeth was a traitor: vet she refused to
denounce and punish her. France and Vet.ice
were now {dotting her ruin, and to secure herself
against foes abroad aud treason at home, Mary
married Philip of Spain.a great idea, but unfortu-
nate in its results. Mr. Milks depicted the con-

dition which brought about this marriage.the
great idea of Mary was -to render England per¬
petually Catholic. Had Philip been anything
else than a viliian, this policy would have been
successful. It was the great turning-point in the
fate of Europe. She did bring about a reconcilia¬
tion with Rome ; but the excitement of her tri¬
umph enfeebled her frame, and she lay for many
months half dead. It was then that the persecu¬
tions begun: but it is a singular fact that as she
could hear and speak persecution ceased. It was
not a religious persecution it was a mere game
of spoils. The monks had bee n butcehred for their
lands-, now "retaliation" was the word, and Cath-
olicity was the name which the unsatisfied minions
of Henry found it convenient to assume; land was
what they sought, and from that day to this those
violated acres have entailed a curse on every pos¬
sessor. The apostates Gardiner and Bonner were
the onlv persecutors, and after the sum total of
the victims.some two hundred.is reckoned up,
it amounts to less than Elizabeth slaughtered an¬

nually. Mr. Miles then gave a sketch of the
career of Elizabeth, which we must condense into
the briefest space. The reader may be sure that the
Virgin Uueen met with small favor in this sketch.
Mr. M. said she professed to be a Catholic, bat con¬

ciliated the Protestant Powers and deceived Paul
IV- Of all recorded spectacles uf transmigration
Elizabeth's gradual gliding through nonsense
never understood, from Catholic ceremonials to

Protestant forms, is the most fearfully amusing.
When young she possessed much wit and some

beauty, and was skilled in most languages. Her
modesty was first shown in her meeting Cardinal
Seymour in a Thames gondola, before Queen
Catherine was cold in her grave. Elizabeth was
the favorite of the Commons, and gave tourna¬
ments and sham lights to increase that popularity.
Flirting with Crandell and Paulett, and deeply
enamoured of Leicester, tins Virgin Monarch
heeded not the murder of the beautiful Amy

Robsart end merrily doomed poor Lady
Catherine Grey to flow torture for no
other am than having some poisonous dmps of
royal blood in her veins. Elizabeth's first reli¬
gious persecution was the expatriation of the
Anabaptists then proclamations went forth
sgsinst images and Romish relics; then came
more amours, and it is a remarkable fa.-*, that
Henry of Anjoa was the only man who did not
submit to her coquettish wiles. Mary of Scotland
was thrown into prison, and for the following-
fifteen years, Elizabeth's ministers pursued a

regular course of intrigue and treachery, jails
were crowded, Racks creaked, and scaffolds
streamed with blood. In all this period Eliza¬
beth pursued her revelries with Howard and
Raleigh and Blount, and made merry at the
death of Sidney. Mary was no: murdered.the
precedent of killing an anointed sovereign misht
have been dangerous; but she was hurried from
prison to prison and endured every cruelty:
Elizabeth lamented that no one would save her
the trouble of dipping her hands in the blood of
her sister Queen, and then she did sign the war¬

rant.Mary was executed amj Elizabeth won
Remorse ! She tried to throw the blame on her ad¬
visers, and Davison, Wa'singhara and Burieigh
were banished. This execution had no motive but
spleen. Mr. M. referred to the war with Spain
and said that the Armada came too late, because
the Liberty of Scotland was trone.saviors and
not avengers are blessed. Even tbe Catholics of
the realm fought for Elizabeth against Franc -,

but they got their reward the next year on the
scalfold. Satiated with Catholic trroans, Eliza¬
beth tamed upon the Puritans. She pursued her
coquetries to the very grave, and wreaked her
vengesr.ee on Essex because he was too noble for
her love, through ail her long life she carried
beneath tlie mask of levity a heavy heart, a fact
that coald no longer be concealed when she slept

There it not a page in Mary's life that does not

contain some example of nobleness.there
is not B true anecdote of Elizabeth which
argues a single virtue." Such is the real voice of
history, (said he.' yet for centuries we heard noth-

the one the pattern of every virtue, the other the
sample of every sin. And books now in public
schools and private parlors are still educating mil
liens to hold firm faith in these exploded falsehoods.
We draw our notions of Catholicity from English
History, and that History is a corrupt lib,:! on the
Homan Church. However, there is one, comfort.
England has ceased to believe her own historians,
andwe should follow her example. Unconquered
by persecutions in spite of misrepresentations,
Catholicity has gained more by this very persecu¬
tion than her enemies have by success and after
centuries of exile from England, the Cardinal's
Hat returns!.[Great cheering.] And by the op¬
pression of Ireland, the seeds of faith are scatter¬
ed by exiled, involuntary missionaries throughout
the world. It is probable that England, alarmed
out of her tolerance by the recent action of the

Pope, may, if not ashamed, repeat her history; it
is possible that it may be echoed here. It any be

disposed to credit the tirades that may ensue, I

hope that thev will first examine tin: comparative
merits of Mary and Elizabeth.
When the speaker satdown, another gentleman

announced the next Lecture of the Course, but we

did not hear what it was to be.

THE AMERICAN MIND;
A LEI TORE,

BY E. P. WHIPPLE, ESQ., OF BOSTON.
We were in error in stating that we had given

a sketch of this Locture.the one. which we gave
was on ,'. Character." We avail ourselves of an

excellent report in the Bwklyn Eagle :

The first of the Winter Course of Lectures, be¬
fore the members of the Brooklyn Institute, was

delivered onWednesday evening byE. P. Whip
pie, Esq., on the subject of "Tho . merican Mind."
The lecture room was well Idled with an appre¬
ciative and highly intelligent audience, whose in¬
terest continued throughout, without abatement.

Mr. Whipple commenced by saying, that in
studying literature and history, we are at lirst
attracted by partiiular events, and individual
minds -, and we rise gradually to the conception of
nations, and rinlionaluiinds ; including, of course,
nil tlie (treat lights of the nations' times. Thus,
the laws of a nation are but the thoughts of tho
people. Wo cannot, indeed, from correct ideas
of nations, ovents, or individuals, without taking
into consideration their age and their uountry, nsa

expressive of the national mind, form whose vitali-
ty they draw the pah- of their character. Greece
saw in Pericles the mirror of her plastic strength
and influence. So England recognized in Chatham
Swift, the child who hail drawn honesty and pride
fn m her own arrogant breast. Thus, when we

Would include in ono comprehensive term, the in¬
fluence of Home, we always sueak of the Roman
mind. And now, on this occasion, I would ask
your attention to the question,whether there be an

American mind ' and, if so, what are its charac¬
teristics ? And, as in view of tbe variety of races

included under our Government, whether we can

assert the existence of an American mind ? We
can say there is, in the same sense in which wo

say there is an English mind. The utmest that
we con say is, that the character of the heroes
of Plymouth has been, for two centuries, infused
into the national mind of our country ; and it is
growing into a powerful mind. At present, wu
can discern little more than a tendency to the
strongest force to which the other elements are

drawing.that is the Saxon element. Tho Eng¬
lishman can exist here only by parting with his
nationality. He must be melted down into an

American mind. The American mind, with every
fresh infusion of foreign mind, ndds an element
to its being, which penetrates into its substance,
and elevates ordepraves its inmost life. The balm
or poison steals into him from the press, from com¬

merce and in the very air he breathes comes

new hope to cheer or chill his individual life. The
American mind thus premises to be a composite
mind. Its two original elements were, the Eug-
iisman who came here to increase his estate, and
the Kngiishman who was driven here to escape the
persecutions of his own country. Now. tins puri¬
tan Englishman bad great strength of mind, char¬
acter, energy, courage, and persistence; the
strongest and most exclusive man that the seven¬

teenth century produced. From him has sprung
the Yankee, who is neither Englishman* Irishman,
nor Scotchman. He can conform himself to any
society; but, he is always homesick in the prov¬
inces, and Jack Wildiire in Kentucky. In every
clime, he is to be found, pushing forward with the
same indomitable perseverance and energy which
characterize his movements in his own native land.
Let him drop down beneath the genial clime of
Italy, or on a Southern plantation, and he seems

to exclaim." Behold tbe smartest man in all cre¬

ation !'' We have not time here to discass the
question, how a national mind, for general avail-
ableness, had its root under such circumstances.
But it seems the Puritan had his mind open to
receive the influence of others. As regards poli¬
tics be had no European equal: and he'eveatual-
ly undermined his despotic theology. This mind
we must consider as having its expression in the
nation's every-dav life. But this mind seems to

scorn analysis. We may say its results are plau¬
sible and "glorious. But perhaps its two grand
characteristics are impressibility and energy..
Liturature and Art, remarked Mr. Whipple, are

not the only expression of a nation's intellect.
_

It
is not generally admitted that mind, creative
mind, is as much implied in this abstract intelli¬
gence, as in the tine arts. Reason and imagination
are mental powers which do not lose their nature

in ideal objects. Look at the imagination of a

merchant; speeding, with the velocity of the tel¬
egraph, from London to California. Look at his
general fcrce of mind; behold how comprehensive
is his glance over that ever shifting eea of com¬

merce"; and behold with what subtle certainty of
insight he penetrates beneath tba inner clay, and
clutches the laws. There is, indeed, a commer¬

cial genius, just at mucb as there is a poetical ge¬
nius." Wealth may be often insolent, and unfeel¬
ing, but still it is frequently less blundering than
artists are wont to believe it- National exclu-
siveness is national suicide. In speaking of the
various reforms of the day, Mr. Whipple remark¬
ed that there is no dsuiger that the transcen¬
dental and beautiful will overwhelm our arts;
but there is danger of their destroying and cor¬

rupting the very ore of our national mind..
This iiving, restless mass of being which forms the
organic body ofAmerican life, with economics, has
aroused the attention of two classes, viz: the class
of violent reformers, and the class of radical re¬

formers. The first class, commonly called " come-

outers," have pushed the doctrine of free will into
individualism. They protest against the whola
Iifejof society, condemning it* morality and. r<*e

ligion sn«l etrire hard to «ej»*r*»e* themselves
"from tho nation and lire apart trona it. Bat this
last effort is hopeless for they cannot any mi>re

es<'ape from society than they cttnfrosa the earth's
gravitation if they were to leapinto the air. resolr-
iDg not to come down again. The earth would say
to them, "limy forests and mountains trouble you
lerel them j but you cannot leave me; so help me
gravitation!'' These come outers, in their zeal for
abstract morality, arc like the man of old who
wanted to boil a cup of tea. He set his kettle in
the cellar and then set his house on fire : Now. it
it is true he boiled his cup of tea. but he also lost
his house. In view of the evils of this worid,
these men seem absolutely hungry for a tire from
Heaven to consume the great iniquities. They
say. " O, Lord, why so slow ?" It is at least the
opposite to that repose ii Providence that (led
now approves. He takes a step, and ages have
rolled away! They are secluded from the com¬

munity, and oniy appear on anniversary days.
Their extravagance of phrase prevents their
having any influence upon the people they attack.
Their undertakings ol'ten end in disputes and
quarrels among themselves. Hut there is a class
on the other extreme, whose votaries carrv the doc¬
trine of Providence to absurd lengths. They go
into raptures at the "manifest destiny" of their
country, and .'the good time that's coming." They
6ay " Our country tight or wrong".a stupid falla¬
cy, at best; but especially fallacious from their

lor UifJormer. I ins l;iiiacy is tue same I

to nations, as when applied to individus
plastic mind, like the American, receives
impulse for every heroic act: every hoin
contributes to it. But there is a class of mo

they will he found to b< tampered with Mammon.
Do we not sometimes hear sermons, in which ruil-
n ads and manufactories hohl favor disproportion¬
ately to the estimate of their tea! value ? Cer-
tainly we do, Mr. V\ hippie spoko of some ofour
American poets,remarking that many ofthem have
a purified idea of Nature indicating verv plainly
that they have not risen generally out of the na-
tion's mind. Their productions have never the
exclusiveness characteristic of genius which is
national. The same tnav be said of our political
literature. But the English poets, Shakspere,
Byron and Dryden, )ou will find, however, high
they may be in elevation, all rest in English char¬
acter, English forms of thought, ami English life.
But Dana and Emerson are idealists from their
position. They avoid the passions of American
human nature their song is of men rather than of
man. Their mission is to stand apar; from the
inshing stream of American life, ami to pour into
that stream, as gentle rills into the river, ft is
better that it should be so. But the most unfal¬
tering expression of our public mind may be
found in our politics. Our politics will compare
well with those of Greece and Home. But it
would be impossible to give a scanty view of this
political life, with its passionate moralities and
inimcralities. Yet 1 will make a few remarks
upon three great statesmen, who are genuine pro¬
ducts of American life. I of course refer to Web¬
ster, Clav, and Calhoun. The last, though dead,
vet speakoth. Such a man can die only with the
great movement she originated. Websterseoras to
be a kind of a llijinan he is such a man as New-
Hampshire bore him ; a man of national character.
The principal wealth of New-Hampshire consists
in its Kreat men, and its water powers. In

comparing Webster with Calhoun, we see at a

glance, inherent differences. Webster's mind is
stampedwith greater inassiveness than Calhoun's;
and is sifted with a wider sweep of calculation.
Both of them are comparatively unimpressible..
Calhoun arrogantly ignores over) thing which
clashes with his own opinions. The mind ofWeb¬
ster, weighty, solid, capacious, reads principles in
events, and arches closely over all tho phenomena
ofcomplex difficulties, in their multifarious forms.
Calhoun is much admired by those of similar
characters, with different opinions. The pro¬
cesses of Webster's reasonings Rre inductile, aud
enable him to predict future events while the
intellect of Calhoun is controlled by his will. It
was frequently true of him, that he chose his po¬
sitions like a lunatic, and then defended them like
a philosopher; while Clay choosos hia positions
like a tactician, and defends them like a fanatic.
Clay possesses qualities which attract men's ad¬
miration; that winning grace which his cotum-

poraries lack, in Webster, passion is a Are that
fuses intellect and character into ono tremendous
personal force, and then bursts forth like electrici¬
ty unlike that seen in Burke, in that zig-ssag
force, but the bluo light flame filling the high
heavens. No principle smitten hy that bold hand,
can ever afterward lift itself above the crowd
without being marked with its enduring scar. In
alluding to slavery, Mr. Whipple remarked that
'we may over hope the dreadful evil may meet
its inevitable doom without any wide spread ruin
and devastation." In conclusion, Mr. Whipple
saiii that " perhaps it is not so much in the pres¬
ent as in the future that we see the wonders of
»he American mind As it is a sleepless and im¬
pressible energy, we may hope it wiil incorporate
itself into the National mind, without having its
own individuality overwhelmed; that we will
have the- accomplishments of other great nations
without having their vices. It is in this contem¬

plation of America, as a conquering mind, that
we moat delight to dwell. 'Tis thus wo live in
the bright anticipation of seeing her moving down
the pathway of ages.a just, beneficent, and in¬
telligent power."
Tho lecture was prolific in felicity of diction,

precision of analysis, and glowing imagery j and
the audience expressed their satisfaction by fro-
'-iuunt bursts of applause.

HEBREW CUSTOMS.
The Feast of the Dedication.Sabbath, 3th

Chlsleu, 5611.
[Reported for The Tribune.)

This day is, with the Jews, the Sabbath of the
Feast ofthe Dedication. It was during this feast
which always occurs about the beginning of Win.
ter. that Jcbus walked in the Temple, in Solomon's
porch, and the Jews gathered around him and
asked him, " how long dost thou make us to
doubt"' The eventa from which tho feast origi¬
nates belong to the history of Antiochus Epipha-
nes. At the close of his most bloody persecution,
the service of the altar and temple was restored.
In commemoration of the joyful lighting of the
'amps in the temple by the priests alter a long in¬

terruption.the Jews still once every year light
seven lamps in all their houses. On the first eve¬

ning of the feast they light one lamp, on the
second two, on the third three, and so on, until on

the seventh evening they light seven lamps, this
being the number of lamps belonging to the great
chandelier of the temple. Knowing that this day
is the Sabbath of the Dedication, and that the
lighting of the lamps would commence in a day or

two, if it had not already commenced last evening,
we visited this morning the Synagogue where Dr

Raphail preaches, to hear his Dedication Sermon.
After the reading of the Law and the Prophets
and the recitation of the ordinary prayers for tho
Sabbath and some devotional passages peculiar to

this day of the year, the Eev. Lecturer began his
sermon. This day, we commemorate the dedica¬
tion of the tempie. This event and the salvation
of the Jews through Esther, are the events after
the time of Moses, which we commemorate by
annual festivities. No day is set apart to the
triumph of voung David over the Philistine, or to
the restoration under Ezra and Nehemiah. We
celebrate, this day, our deliverance from some of
the most severe trials with which we as a nation
have ever been visited. Antiochtu the Greek,
proud ofjhis Grecian accomplishments, his liberali¬
ty and bis power, had determined to carry th?
Greek religion and Greek customs triumphantly
over the civilized worid and to reach this end, it
was necessary to suppress the Jewish religion and
Jewish name. The armies of Antiochus came to
Jerusalem, took the city, slaughtered the men and
made the women slaves. The flesh of swina was
offered on the altar of the Temple. It is on record
how one thousand persons, men, women and chil¬
dren, who had fled for their lives into a cave, were

smothered to death by the tire which the enemies
kept constantly burning at the mouth. It is on
record how families were put to death when they
refused to profane the Sabbath. Antiochus Staads
marked in liistory and detested as one of the most
cruel tyrants that ever led an army. But the worst
enemies of the Jews were among thesaselvea..
The Jewish apostates were worse thajitheHeathen
tyrants.. The Jewish mind had become deeply cor¬

rupted. The popularity ofGrecian games, luxuries,

?,^a7*.u PK,?°*>rhy. »u lt» sore and *o4
.tgn of the aedaettou of thowaid* of Jews fromtheir whgior,. One family .f Prie.tVdared tort?
pose the Greek arm.o. and to take the «tdoof theÖedo, Israel; and a war eoromen^ which last¬ed Mi years, and in which the Jew, after tho moat
horrible persecution, were eventually victorious..
The sa. red lami)s again gave the deserted T«mpU
tbe appearance of joy and this happy hune U
now celebrate. Let us bore examine m»ro par.
ticulsrly the time, the enemies and the moans of
deliverance. The tüns> has been designated by
our learned men of blessed memory, not as tkat
time but with this emphasis as Am time, as a time
bcloDffir.u to tbe modern period of oar history
rather than to the ancient. Our position then as a

religious body, was, in all essential points, tho
same as our present position. It is true the Tem¬
ple still stood, the huh priest still made the annual
atonement, the orders ot Priests and Levites were
in their places tbe days of Israel's glory, not
withstanding, belonged to the past no cloud of
glory rested in the most holy place of the Temple,
the high priest carried no longer the I'rim and
Shummim, the prophets bad long since passed
from the People, the last book had taken its settled
place in the Hebrew canon, and miraculous inter¬
positions were neither witnessed* nor exported.Wo
are, therefore, considering a portion ot our history
which is very properly designated ai having its
place in our own times. Incur present circumstan¬
ces of time and place, we are perfectly at home in
ail this :::ter. sting history. The enemies from whom
Israel loon suffered, are not unknown to us Let
it be gratefully admitted that no mighty armies
now threaten us, that soldiers do not now break
into our Synagogues and take our lives, that our

law is not taken from us with the threat that if wo
rend it again, we must lose our lives; all this
still leaves ample room for the assertion that
the enemv, in all essential points, is, this day, the
same. Tlie old love of popularity with the Gen¬
tiles still exists. The same love of a philosophy
that draws us from our Law and our God still ex¬
ists. We manifest at present the same propen¬
sity to look on the ancient as superanuated and
useless, and to become charmed with novelties..
Greek sports, Greek philosophy, Grecian liberal¬
ity, Grecian enterprise, Grecian young men and
young ladies, under different names, and with
seme circumstantial modifications, have lost in
our own day none of their ancient power for the
seduction of Jews. To be pious after the old fash¬
ion is becoming unpopular. The father at that time
could take his family or.'Sabbath evening to the
Greek sports, and now he lakes them to the Opera.
The father who could boast that ho was free from
superstition, then took his son on Saturday morn-
ii g in".o the business part of Jerusalem, and now
the same father takes his son down town, rather
than into the Synagogue, It was then inquired,
with almost iudignant aversion, why the .lew
should be always separate from the Gentile I why
he should be a'raid to become polished, learned
and liberal us the Gentiles and many now, in
the same process of thought, give up their Jewish
peculiarities. Here is the melancholy fact.tho
enemy at home, the gigantic enemy in our own
midst, and we know it not. According to tho
passage read from the Prophets this day, we re¬

cognize.not in hosts, not in might, but in the
Spirit of God.the means of Israel's salvation..
Some take this spirit lo be a person, but incor¬

rectly ; a person is always a material body. The
attributes of this Spirit are given in Isaiah.wis*
dorn and understanding, counsel and might, knowl¬
edge and the fear of the Lord. The subject was

inviting; the Lecturer had much more to say, but
it was proper to address a few words to the youth
of thirteen years, who hail just read a portion of
the Law, and been received into the community of
Israel. The portion read was the history of Jo¬
seph's temptation to scandalous sin, and his happy
escape The word which expresses his refusal to

yield to the temptation has an uncommon tone ia
the Synagogue reading: it is sounded very long
and with distinct successive elovationsof'the voico.
The Lecturer urged the young Israelite never to
forget that word and its tone and its meaning..-
Let it be to him something more than a peculiar,
an evanoscent though long sound. Let that tone
become tho tone of his character. Here the Lec¬
turer urged on him most solemnly, refusal when
others invite to sin; refusal, when others would
oonstrain to sin refusal, when sin promises the
highest,gratification; resolute refusal, when there
is every probability that forbidden pleasure can be
enjoyed, and parents will never know it and the
world will never observe it. Just a year from this
day the principal Jewish Minister in Philadelphia
preachea a sermon in answer to the Address of
tho Synod of Now-York to tbe Jews. He consid¬
ered the anniversary of the deliverance of the
Jews from tbe Greeks a fit occasion on which to
raise his voice against tho present dangers of in¬
jury to Israel from Gentile influences. He request¬
ed that his sermon should bo published in some
Christian periodical us tho Reply of the Jews to
tho Synod's Address. It was. therefore, published
in a Presbyterian periodical which is sent to every
Presbyterian Minister, Old School, in tho United
8tates. This was a return of similar liberality oa

the part of the Jewish Editor. The amount ofthe
sermon was that the terms Israel, 7.ion, Seed of
Abraham, Ac. have never changed their moaning,
that they should not be arrogated by other nations
and that the Jews are, therefore, always the
chosen people,

WILLIAMS!* UR(JH ITEMS.
Buldixgs and Lüche..Very little attention

seems to be given to tho style or permanency of
buildings now in course of erection in many parts
of our village. Core only is taken to make a

handsome front, with tho view, perhaps, of catch¬
ing those who live for appearance, and they are

not few. For the purpose of making as much mo-

ney as possible, some five or six dwellings will
be erected in a row; any one of them sepa¬
rate from the rest would not stand alone, but to¬
gether each supports the other. For these the
tenant pays just as much rent, as if they wore

good and secure structures, proof against storm
and cold. In some parts, we observe, long linos
of wooden dwellings, the frame work of about the
strength of a strong market basket, and the found¬
ation walls hardly strong enough to support a mo¬
lasses kettle. The owners of such pens will have
the audacity to invite human beings to pay forliv-
ing in the traps, and will receive, some 3, and
some 10 per cent, interest on the cost. Those
are some of the buildings erected for those who
can afford to pay rent, to a reasonable extent. For
poor people, those in ordinary circumstances,arch¬
itecture is shockingly prostituted. Tbe 3 by 10
room, with a small pantry constitutes a dwelling
place, and of these there will be four and six on a

floor, in houses tbree and four stories in hight. All
the business of housekeeping and living is per-
formed in each of tbese cells, cooking; eating,
washing, sleeping, Ac. So many congregated to-

gether, and none taking pains to obserytf any rule
of cleanliness, such premises speedily become
pest houses for a large neighborhood. And the
tenants thereof are taxed every Saturday or Mon-
day, $1,00, or $2,00 rent in advance. Any default
in payment finds their chattels in the street, with¬
out the aid of justice or her humbugs, and the eject-
ed citizen is obliged to seek shelter in the nearest
shed; if he cannot raise money for advance rent.
There ought to be some interference of tbe law to
check man's cupidity. Twelve inch walls and
safety are not in the same category. Leaning
towers would be no curiosity here. Hospitals
were made for the sick and disabled, so that there
is no need of converting every dwelling house into
a peat pen, and thus fill hospitals and additional
hospitals with the sick. It was never intended
by Heaven that man should monopolize light, air,

j and room. This world was made large enough
for the whole human family, and there is no need
why sny individual should be confined to a limited

space for residence. If this state of things con-

tiaues, what a dilapidated aspect will this town
present twenty years hence. These shells of
buildings, now fitted up like a whited sepulchre,
will then be occupied by a class who lead any

j kind of a life that will bring in money easily. The
fancy front will have fallen into decay, the walls
will have settled askew, doors will be missing,
and all the evidences of Rotten Row will be seen

in great grandeur. Let us have some law which
will regulate the erection of buildings. Prohibi¬
tory steps have been found necessary in all large
towns and cities, and the sooner the restriction is
put on here, tho better for public and private in¬
terest._ [Times.
Dxxr Mute L-stitutiok in Socth CaRolimi.

.It may not be generally known to the public,
sajB the Charktton Evening Neva, that a L>9*f
Mute Institution, is in operation at Cedar Spring,
Spartanburg District, in this State. Mr. Walker,
the Principal, who has displayed most commenda¬
ble public spirit in this matter, has added to the
Instructors Mr. J. B. F,dwards, late of the Deaf
Mute Asylum of Goorgia. Mr. Edwards U & 4®*f
mute.


