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" SeUTH AMERICA.
Sketehes of Nature, Soclety, Trade and Poll-
ue.h':n.a-d’cm&

mu-uf Tribune.
- o Ocons, Lt 09 N. Lag, 11°W,

4 Herack Gneprry, Eaq.: Dear Sir: I am still
‘o4 roufe for Californin, nearly five months having
elapsed since 1 sailed from Now-York. I now
werite you from the cabin of an American brigas-
tive (commanded by Capt. Wm. J. Watts, of
) in which I took passage from Val-
paraiso, in order to avoid a detention of sevorsl
weeks at Panama. 1 am in the midst of the
Pacific ocesn, and from this prison of waeers you
will bardly expect to receive importaut tidings
from me. Butl find that in my letters from Rio
Janeiro and Valparaiso there Were some matters
of interest, to which, on account of extrome haste,
1 did not allude as all. Indecd, the intelligeat
voyager to Bouth America will alwaya find sub-
e worthy of his attention and stady, which
eaznot be noticed in the columns of & newspaper
SOUTH AMERICAN RUINS.

In all the cities of that coantry we discover
signs of past splendor and preseat poverty. No
where is the appearance of decay so striking s
u the rnins of ancient buildings. Magnificent
éburches, whose vaulted roofs have echoed to the
feasful Dics irae, and whose neighboring ceme-
teries teem with the carcases of illustrious dead,
are crumbling into gloomy ruius, carrying with
them the recollection and the knowledge of their
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Nor are the relica of regal palaces and Francis-
ean convents wanting to make up the picture,
They loom up from the midst of deserted plains,
grand even in their decay. They carry us back
in imagination to those stirring times when the
royal court of Portugal, of which the Brezils ware
:: & colony, migrated to the New World, and
ted ite scepter upon the summits of the gigan-
tic Andes. They Inuhmu that buman works are

msmdovu. dust in the nostrils of the

THE SPANISH-AMERICAN RACE.
destiny of the country seems to be a semi-
barbarism—else why is it that, with egual facili-
tien, they nre so far behiud the Fnglish race?
Why is it that & people possessing one of the
most favored countries on the globe, are so de-
ficient in the knowledge of the glorious arts of
peace and the less glorious art of war? The
of ignorance and imbecility presented
at this moment by Bouth America, furnishes the
world with n solation of the rreat problom of civ
ilization. 1t is this: that it s the mission of the
ﬁb&uwx family of men to civilize the world;
that the more extensive the infusion of that
@ with the other racos of mankind, the more
will be their advance in all the arts and ele-
ments of civilization.
OPERAS IN RIO JANEIRO AND VALPARAISO
Bomeof the South Americans possess a musical

taste, quite as unexceptionable as that displayed
by the “Committee of Bubscribors™ to our own
Opera. Operas are supported in Rio Janeiro and
Valparaiso upon a scale of magoificence which I
have never witnessed in New York. Indecd an
Italian operatic troupe may be found in every oity
of importance in Bouth America. In Rio Janeire
the and his family are serapolously reg.
ularin their attendsnce at the Opora ; sod in Val-
itis muinly supported by the foreizn resi-
ents, of whom there are many wealthy and en-
. 1attonded tho Opera in Valparaiso—
1 think 1 Purdam” was the pivce perlormed—
and it was given with ability and marked etfect,
instrumentation was exoeedingly nccurate
and beaatiful ; the orchestra numbered shout forty
persons.  The choruscs were ‘defoctive ; the
prima donog reminded me strongly of Trulti; her
soting was graceful and elegant, and her voico,
which gave evidence of tho kighest eultivation,
n swoetness and ty which 1 have
pever heard excelled. Bimilar praise might be
Jjustly awarded to the basso and tenor. The cos-
tumes and scenery, as well ag the audience and
the building itself, showed the presence of wealth
and refivement.
VALPARAISO.
The lucrative business of Valparaiso is almost

wholly monopolized by forcigners. The bost me-
chanics and the richest merchaots wre forcigners;
the natives do not seem to possess sufliciont busi-
ness thet to ennble them to compete with the
American, ¥nglish aud Scotch residents. The
natives are in fact merely ** hewers of wood and
drawers of water,” while the more enlightened
Saxons amass colossal fortunes with ease
Valparaiso (which rendered in
B means, 1 suppose, * Vale of Paradise )
most im*mﬂlnt commercial port in the Pa-
cific ocean. The amount of shipping iu the har-
seemed to be nearly equal to that which wa
g the harborof New-York. There
an extenslve trade carried on with the interior;
ancient mode of transportation by males is
universally practiced. 1 have seen droves of
animals numbering several hundred in aach,
into the city helterskelter, all heavily
and without suy other guide thau one or
pedestrian drivers.” An abundance of wheat
of an exocllent quality wre growa
in Vegetables, consistivg of pumpking,
beans, oplons, &o. ke grow almost spontancously
are fully equal, and in meoy instacces su-
perior to our own. The soil must, therefore, be
very thrifty and productive.
BCENERY AROUND PERNAMALCO.

The country in the neighborhood of Pernambn-
co (Brazil) is exceedingly beantWul Whilein
that city I procured & horso, aud in compauny with
two friends, rode out to the “ Baden-Baden'' or
' of Brasil, to which the wealthy re-
sidents rotremtod during the prevalence of the
yﬂ fever in the city. The country through
w wo rode abounded in groves of figs and
cocoanut trees and smiling pastares, whilo ever
and ason vest gerdens, overcrowded quite with
mn flowers, would greet our eves. My bo.

education being somewhat limited, 1 could
not find names for the maltitude of Gowers; |
could ody'aom, and ejaculate * besntiful; oh,
bow beautiful ! " There are many princely resi-
the environs of Peroambueo; the archi-
evidently an importation of the Arra-
the hidalgos of old 8pain. They are
square and massive bnj{iian constract
most durable 8 ; they are with.
out | gaudy omaments which mar all art,
but are nevertheless im and elogant.
buildinga in Valparaiso is inferior;
le bailding i
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good orderRad cleanliness
for which American printing offices are remaras.
ble. The type cases are execrable—the
presses mnti and worn out band i
— the printers wretched creaturcs—and the prices
12§ cents per 1,000 eme! 1 can hardly believe
that these people know there is such a thing asa
steam in existence ; and if Mr. Hoe would
send oat ane of his presses I think he would find
a purchaser for it. Ehc leading daily papers are
the Mercurio aud the Impressario; the Govern
ment is interested in one or both of these papers,
and would, no doubt, buy & _press for thew if a
good opportunity offered. They have a good cir-
culation, and are making money. Their printers,
however, do not understand the rights and the
dignity of labor as they are understood in the
United Btates.
THE FEVER AT RIO

You have been fully advised of the late dread-
ful mortality in Rio Jaseiro in consequence of the
introduction there, by a slaver, of & kind of fever
peculiar to the const of Africa. At the period of

with that regard for

my departure from Rio, some three months ago, |

the disense had partially subsided ; but in conse-
quence of the nearapproach of warm weather, its
reippearance, in & more dreadful form, was daily
apprehended. I learned during my stay that so
profoundly impressed was the Government of the
necessity of doing something to prevent a revival
of the disease, that the Cabinst was discussing
the propriety of shutting its ports sguinst all ves-
sels from the cosst of Africa. Such a measure
would seriomsly sffect the slave trade, which, in
spite of the laws of Brazil and her treaty stipula-
tions, is still carried on.
THE SLAVE TRADE.

There are to the Brazilian (Government other
conclusive reasons why an embargo ahould be
placed upon vessels from the ports of Africa. One
which might be urged, was the proapect of diffi-
culties between Brazil and England, arising from
the severe and active mensures which the latter
country is taking against vessels engaged in the
slave trade. The English Government has sigai-
fied, in various ways, its belief that the Govern-
ment of Brazil secretly encourages the slave trade.
Hence the ports of Brazil are constantly block:
aded by English menofwar, and every vessel
entering or departing is boarded and searched,
if in the judgment of the English, there are good
ressons lor suspecting that she is & slaver.
bave already informed you that the Amerioan
steamer Confidence, from New-York, in which 1
entered the barbor of Rio Janeiro, was boarded
off that port at 4 o'clock, A M. by an armed boat
from an Eoglish vessel of wer. Thiz incident is
g conclusive proof of the aceuracy ol the state-
ment which I bave just made respecting the
scarching system.

PARTIES IN BRAZIL.

From the best intelligence which 1 was enabled
to gather in Rio Janeiro during = very bricf stay
in that city, 1 was persunded that there were
some good grounds for the suspicions entertained
by the English in relation to the supposed encour-
sgement givento the Slave trade by the Brazilian
government. There are in Brazil two dis{inctive
partics—distinctive and antagoniatic, not o poli-
ticts alone, but in Society, and in the various com-
mercial aud financial enterprises in which that
country is so largely engeged. One of these is
ealled “the Portuguese party—the other the Bra-
milian party. .?unharc regrcuntmi in all the de-

ments of the government : Yrat vheir strangth
18 unequal ; the Portuguese party is the strongest,
not in blood end sivews, but in money and in in-
tellect. The Portuguesa party is represented in
the person of the Exiperor, who is brother to the
resent Queen of Portugal. The influence of the
hurch, whick in Catholic countries is alwaya
overwheluing, is aleo enlisted on - the side of the
Portuguese. They are in fact the great monetary
and monarchical power of the country which the
Brazilians only half succeeded in throwing off in
the Iate revolution. The Brazilian party is the
popular party—the atrongest numerically, but the
wesnkest in talent aud money. The animosity
submiating betwoen these parties is most invete-
rate and irreconcileable. Itis a deep and impla-
cable hatred which can ouly be cradicated by the
utter extinction of oue or the other. The identi-
ty of these K:rtien will bie sufticiently indicated
when it is observed that one is * the party ol the
people,” and that the other is * the menarchical
party.” The last is the party whichit is univer-
sally conceded, secretly encourages the slave
trade while the former discourages it by every
means inits power. 8o far thén as the Brazilian
or pupular party is responsible for the acts of the
Portuguese, in their individaal but not in their
public enpacity, (for the Portuguese representa
tives in lﬁe government profess to be warmly op
Eou-d to the slave trade) so far they are nmena-
le to the charge which is made against “the gov-
ernmentof Brazil” of L-uoourqiing the slave trade.
The trul,l‘; i;tl:;t t]?::;;:u;el ol Brazil aro g‘u‘sll’\;
0 S e artuguese; an
they must safler the horrors of war they will have
to bear it a8 one of the train of evils which des-

) and misrule bhas brought upon them.
polism And L] e‘Pwr:ll?g po %A C

FROM WASHINGTON.

o rogns
The Unlon Cenventlon nt Washington Ukely
to be abandoned,

Correspotdence of The Tribune,
Wasiixaron, Friday, Jan. 3,

It is becoming evident that the call for a Union
Convention of the different States to meet here
on the 2¢d February will not be responded to in
the manner which was anticipated by the original
movers. Ifit is held at all it is painfully certain
that it must be & weak and puerile demoustra-
tion which would inevitably weakeu instend of
strengthen the cause of Union. A few weeks
since, even, there seemed to be some little neces-
sity for reusserting that attachment to the Union
of the Btates and to the Federal Government
which is so0 universally and unaoimously enter-
tained North, and which is comparatively bat
slightly weakened SBouth. But now we have Con-
gress in session,"pacilically and peercefully pro-
ceeding with the public business aud exerting
upon the country the most beneficial influences in
the direction of peace, harmony and conciliation.
The fires of disunion are smoldering even in
Bouth Carolins and they have entirely gone out
in Georgia and Alabama. The American people
are quietly en'igged in their ususl pursuits; why
then disturb this returning repose by an assem-
blngu']ike this a the seat of the Natioua! Govern-
ment

1f it is tobe a mere politioa! Convention, designed
for P'resident making, and it will be dificult to
convince any man at all conversant with politics
that it is designdd for any other purpose. The
swjectgn ean arrive at the end proposed withoat

isturbing the existing calm, or opening auew the
agitation of the last twelve mouths.

The Union of this morning advocates the Con-
vention, but fuils to show what good it can effect.
It significantly intimates 10 very plain terms that
the Democracy will not merge itsell in any new
political orgacization. It is unguestionably of the
opinion, however, that it would be an excellent

ing if the Whig pl.rf’y could be split up by this
new plan of a \"nion Party and set adnit at the
next Presidential canvass, to float about for the
next twenty vears, while the Democracy fatten
upon anothar Jackson era.

Mr. Cass, however, knows that his chances are
not with the Union party, and other gentlemen are
beginning to be afraid of it since Democrats are
beginnin‘r to draw back. Mesars. Cass, Wia-
sTER and CLAY have within the last forty-eight
bours expressed their disapprobatiou of the pro-
posed Convention. They can see no advantage
which can ibly sccrue from it, since excite.
ment vpon the mﬂx: bas died away, and the
state of things which could give it moral furee
bave ceased to exist.

The Seaate, as will be seen, are going on with
the California land title bill, Mr. Besrox's sb-
stitute to Gwin's bill being now before the Se-
uate. When the merits of the case bacome more
apparent, it will become an intercsting as well as
important subject for comment. At present it
does appear that the mode in which Mr. Bextox's

bill ed to get at the validity of titles is more
nearly in couformity to that strict justice of which
this ernment ought to be | it is not) the

exemplar than any pw'nud or likely to be pro-

It ides for the ascertain and
g A e §Eies by Swmmary

and simple process, and at the expense of the
Cnited Worrter Vos TwiLLer.

Ex Gov. Fisu retarns, in a fow days, with
bis llll‘f..lw.Now-\'ork. where troops of friends
and cordial greetings await him. Ho leaves at
Albany enduring recollections of bis iutegrity and
patriotism as n ief llgillrﬂd aad of his vir-
tues ns & citizen. [Alb, Journa), Friday.

“und is vow only

Pribune's Special Dispatches.
e N
From Washington—Geov. Quitman, &c.
Wasnincron, Saturday, Jeo. &
Gov. Quitman refuses to answer the in-
dictment in the Cuban case until he ceases
to be Governor of Mississippl.
The Nafional Intelligencer commences
to-day a history of the Disunion projects, &e.

By Telegraph to The New-Tork Tribune.

elibia—
Whashington Irtems,
WasiincTos, Jan. 4.

The Union Nationa! Convention for the 2ud
Februsry being deemed unnecessary by its origi-
nal friends, the movement will not be carried
through.

The U. B. frigate 8t. Lawrence has finally been
selected as the National Vessel for transporting
articles to the World's Fair at London.

————
The Weather, &c.
BurraLo, Ssturday, Jan. 4.

W e had another old-fashioned snow storm last
night, which is still raging, with & high wind from
the north. Boow drifting badly ; thermometer ¥4
degrees, barometer U,

# P.M.—The wind is blowing from the north.
west. The thermometer is 12 degrees above zero,
No train is yet in from the East. The storm has
passed over, and we have a prospect of fifie
weather,

RocuesTeR, Satarday, Jan, 4.
A heavy storm of snow and wind, fully equal to
any of the season, is now raging. Snew fell last
night to the depth of four inches. Thermometer
20 degrees. Wind from the northeast, and drifting.
#P.M.—We bave a sharp piercing wind from
the northwest. The thermometer is falling fast,
10 degrees above zero, It has
snowed by spells all day. About five inches have

fallen ince last night.
Oswrso, Ssturday, Jan. 4

It snowed during the night. Wind from the
northwest, aod rising fast. Every appearance of
another heavy storm. Thermometer 13 degrees,

7 P.M —We have a very high wind from the
northwest, accompanied with severe snow squalls,
Itis & very boisterous night. The thermometer is
17 degrees above zero.

Synacose, SButurdsy, Jan 4.

Enowed quite hard all last night, and still con-
tinues. Wind north; thermometer 15§ degrees.

& P.M.—There is & high wind from the north-
west, and it is snowing very hard. The thermo-
meter notes 15 degrees.

Uticy, Saturday, Jan. 4.

Wenther stormy. Some three inches of snow
fell last night. Wind south-east; thermomoeter
17 degrees; barometer 20-180.

& P.M.—It is now clear andcold. The storm of
this morning ceased about 11 o'clock. The wind
then changed to the northweat, and the weathér
has grown colder. The thermometer indicates 10
degrees, and the barometer is rising. A few miles
north of the city, the snow is four and a half feet

deep.
AvLrany, Baturday, Jan. 4.

Snowed all last night, and still snowing ; about
threo inches foll during the night. Wiad north-
west ; thermometer 15 degrees.

= P M.—The weather is pleasant, but cold, and
the wind is blowing very strong from the west.
The thermometer is 14 degrees above zero,

Taoy, Suturday, Jan. 4.

Thermometer 15 degrees. Bnowed Iast night
o the depth of throo inchea. Wind wost. Weather
heavy, and still snowing.

# ' M.—The wind is strong from the west, and
the thermometer is 11 degrees nbove zero. ltis
a clear, starlight evening.

MosTrEaL, Saturday, Jan 4.

Thermometer 2 degrees below zaro. Barome-
ter €0 65, Spowing a little. 'Wind vorth-east. §

Queuec, Saturday, Jan. &

The thermometer, in Lower Town, is J dogrees

above, and in Upper Town, 3 degreesbelow zero,
St1. Jonxs, C. E. Ssturday, Jan. 4.

The wenther is fine, and very cold. The ther-

mometer is 3 degrees, with a northerly wind.
BurLINGTON, VL Saturday, Jan. 4.

The weather is cold and cloudy. Wind from the
north, with a slight fall of snow. Thermometer 5
degrees.

e —ile—
XXXIst CONG BI!B‘!!I_._...B«IMI Session.

Wasnixieros, Ssturdsy, Jan. 4
The “enate is not in session to-day, baviog ad-
Journed over to Monday.

p—
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. Brxt introduced a bill to refund to Michi-
gan certnin money advanced for the transporta-
tion of Volunteers to Mexico during the war,

Mr. Yoisa introduced a bill grasting certin
Luuds for a Railroad from Terre tihuu.- o Liliouis
Town. Boih refeferred.

The House went into Committee on the Postage
Reduction BiL

Mr. Featurnsvon (Opp.) of Mississippi, gave
notice of amendments w‘l'sinh he intended to offer,
providing for the transmis ion of newspapers free
of charge in the States wherein they are publish-
ed, and beyond such Btates at a charge of half o
cent per copy ; and also providing for un increase
of muil facilities.

Mr.Gerny of Maiue was opposed to s uniform
rate of postages He was williug to submit to the
charge of two cents for letters transmitted tive
hundred miles, five ceots for a thousend miles,
and for any greater distance ten cents. He
thought that postage should be charged on all
matter. A great deal of trash was sent by mem-
bers free, more to tickle than to benefit their con-

stituents; and those who never receive any docu- |

ments should not be taxed for the advantage of
those who do.

Mr, Warkixs (Whig) of Tenn, was opposed to
the bill, if it was to deprive bis people uF mail fa
cilities, which was the result of the reduction of
1845. He wasopposed to the abolition of the
franking privilege, viewing it as the most direct
medium through which the peopls can obtais in-
formation from Washiogton.

Mr, 8wERTZER, (Opp.] of Ohin, opposed the bill,
and expressed his surprise that his colleague (Mr.
Porrew) should be so blinded by the influence
brought to bear op him. The petitions in favor of
the bill originated in & common socarce, and were
diatributed all over the country for signatures, and
enforced by hired agents of the scheme. The
measure has in it an ulterior object—it is to in-
cresse the general expenditures of the coontry,
that the tarifl may be raised. He was opposed to
the abolition of the franking priviiege.

Mr. Root, (Free Boil,) of Ohio, intended to vote
for the best reduction he could get, and argued
that the Post Office Department should sustain
itself; that all matter ahould pay postage, and in
advance, and if the system could be established
on this principle, then it could be determined at
what rates of postage the Department could sus-
tain itsell

The Committee then rose.

Mr. Porrer, (Opp.) of Ohio, offered a rasola.
tion which was adopted, that the debate on the
Postage bill shall close in two hours after the
House shall again %o into Committee on it.

Mr. Sinrey, (Delegate from Minnesota,) intro-
duced n bill authorizing Oregon and Minnesota to
take charge of their school lands.

The House then adjourned.

Absentees In (Congress,
A call of the House of Representatives on Fri-
day, 3d inst. to ascertain the names of the Ab

scutees, resulted as follows:

As:rsrers—Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Asimun, Ba-
ker, Benney, Blasell, Bowdon, Bowie, Hrown of Indians,
Bullard, Cabell, Cable, Caldwell, Cartter, Colcock, Dan-
Iels, Dickey, Duer, Durkee, Evaus of Md, Fowler, (Jid-
dinge, Gilmore, Hackeu, Harnlson, Harlao, Harrla of Als,
Hurris of 11, Hebard, Hollidny, Holmees, Howard, Hub-
bard, Inge, R W. Johnsoo, Jones, Julisn, Kaufimas, Led
ler, Levin, LittieSeld, Masor, McDonald, McDowel],
McLane, Meacham, Miller of Ubio, Miler of lowa, Morse,

crion, Nelson, Newsll, Olds, Qutlaw, Phenix, Pitman,
Reynoids, Root, Roee, Ross, Riumsey, Bebermerhorn, Sed-
don, Bpaidine, ¥, P, Santen, R H  Sranton, Staphens,
Thowpeor, Tharman, Wiidrick, Wilmot, Wright,

Present 134 Absent

Treasury Notes Ontstanding.
The amounts of Treasury Notes outstanding

an the 1st of January, 1251, were as sonexed :
T g egisiors Often, Jua. 1, 1251, |
.
Amount ouistandinz of the several lssues pr.forl' oo
o July 22, 1848, as per records of this ofes. . §133,771 64
Amount outs of the issue of July 22, 1946,
a8 per records of (ki ofice...ce.vnnniiinnan 25,600 00
Amount ouistanding of the issue of Jan. 35, 1547,
ae per rocords of this office.,........ sessnses 35,200 08
e P 1~ 164
Deduct canceiied notes o the bands of aerogns. -
ing officers, of which $3%0 s under acts prior
;1:3”‘ 1846, and §100 under sct of July

TOWNSEND HAINES, m_“

F in Franklin County they have snow in
eet deep.

B v
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THE COURT OF APPEALS.

Comsiock’s Reports, Vol. 11Td.
To the Editor of The Tribune :

The volame above mentioned, bas not yet ap-
peared. It may be interesting to the public to
koow that it is to be published by Goald, Banks
& Co. at the low price of 1 50, thare being no
copyright. The Coustitution provides that all
laws and judicial decisions shall be free to all to
publish. An Act wes passed in 1843, suthorising

the publication of the Decisions of the Court of |

Appesls by Contract, withont obtaining n copy-
right. An smendment was made last Wintar,
providing for & copyrizkt of any notes or refer-

ences made by the State Heporter. Whatthe |

value of the notes or references may be, remains
to be seen. It would seem likely, from some indi-
eations, that there will be a traditional or un.
written law, that is to say, unreported decisions,
which the reporter may have confidential custody
of, and whiclh may be occasionally referred to in
notes.

Some cases ey be omitted asbeing of no great
importance in principle; but sometimes such
omission may oceur for the contrary reason, that
is, of being too important to be made to depend
upon any written opinions,

The great case of the Dry Dock Bank, dacided
& year since, has not yet been reported. The
opinion delivered by Justice Cady, which was, at
the time, considered to be the opinion of the
Court, appears to have been repudiated or thrown
aside. r: has been given out that other opinions
were to be written, bug it will be found diflicalt,
after this lapse of time, to extricate the casa from
the doubts in which it appesrs to have been in-
volved, and we shall, probably, not see it in the
forthcoming volume of reports. The Dry Dock
case will, therefore, it is to be expected, be one
of those ominous decimions which occasionally
loom up in the arguments of lawyers; or the
recollections of Judges.

The case of Belden ve. Vermilys, which will be
reported, will be worthy of some potice by the
Reporter, that may, perhaps, deserve a copy-
right. I shall volunteer & few remarks which it
shall be tree to all to publish.

The question involved in this case, was wheth-
er o sule should be made of a large property,
consisting in part of real estate and in part
of personal. be property was held, or, at
least, n copy thereof had been made with the
intention of vesting the title in trustees. Dy
an agreement of all the parties in interest under
their bands and scals, it was covenanted,in conside-
ration of the relinquishment of certain prior rights
belonging to some of the parties, that the proper-
ty should be sold by the trustees, upon due notice,
by advertisoment, snd the proceeds divided pro
rate, according to the respective rights of the par-
tica. Mr. Selden, oneof the parties to this agree-
ment, commenced & suit to prevent the sale and
bave partition made, instead of the sale. A long
litigation eosued, in which repeated decisions
were made by the Bupreme Court, both at Special
and General Terms, against Mr. Selden, and by
the Buperior Court, where the cause was tinally
brought to & hearing.

The Court of Appeals have decided that there
was a defective trust, and that the trustees could
not give a title, therefore there must be a parti-
tion. The o{»iuicm "hlf was delivered, in which
the single point was discussed ns to the validity

ol st in regard to rea/ eatate.

rﬁi?m%;g 'Il'll"simtntl‘nt‘il of the opinion as lo
the trust, it might bave bgen questioned whether
the conclusion would follow that partition shouald
be made coutm%' to the express agreement of the
parties, a8 the defective title could have been
made good by & confirmatory deed, which the par-
ties could bave been compelled to execute. But
this, at all events, related only to real estate.
There was no suggestion in the opinion of an
difliculty in regard to the personal property, whin{
was in the netunl possession of tho trustees, and
which, of course, they had the power to sell,

The decree, however, which was entered upon
the decision, includes the whele property, real
and personal : it mleo directs the payment back
of all costs which Mr. Seiden bad paid ander the
various orders sheve mentioned, and nllows him
full costs snd counsel fees. and that partition
should be made for which purpose a reforee is ap-
pointed, with power to inguire into the interests
of the respective parties, and to make partition
among auch s shall be found to be entitled.

Oue is struck with astonishment at the aggre-
gntion of anomalies in this decree, and can hardly
tell which calls most for commment.

Here is a decree for partition where the right of
some of the parties is to be litigated before the
referce, & thiog unheard of in chancery practice,
the role being well sett'ed that partition can be

mnde only whers the rights of all parties are ad-
mittod, and that wiverse tirie ennnog he tried In

that form of proceeding. The rlyment back of
interlocutory costs, it is believed, is also without
prun.'n.'lln:nt

Then also na to finel costs, if this is to be re-
garded as & suit in partition, all parties should ba
allowed their costs alike; or, if the general rula is
oot to be followed, and the merita of this partiea-
Iar case are to be regaried, why should costs be
allowed to & plaintilf, who by a technical objec-
tion has succeeded in getting rid of his agree.
ment! Costs, being discretionary, could have
been denied by the Court. Was it a case calling
for an allowance by way of indemnity for the very
conscientioun proceeding of this party !

Hut as to councel fees the allowance is without
precedent and, | venture to say, without author-
ity by statute.

Lastly, o partition is here made of personal
property, held by trustees which the parties had
agreed should be sold, and sgninst which there
was no legal impediment, If a covenant nnder
scal has no more worth thao this, it is well that
it should be understood.

The report, perhaps, will not show the decree
in full. This short note of the case, it is to be
hoped, muy be of service to some publisher who
bas pot the benefit of a copyright,

JURIBCONSULTUS DEDOCTUS.

The Census,
Niw-Yore.—The L'fica (fazette has been fur
nished with the following addisona! returns:

1840, 1850, Farms. Duellings.
Before reporied.. 58,163 6a01l4 M0 129, 60
8. Lawrencey.,... 5,654 3,34 6,25 177
B ressss seen T0348 30,660 247 5644
Monigomery...... G5 k0| 31,913 1,924 5,058
(L LTt .- 20,351 25,384 2,081 4,412
Herkimer . ST 98,257 2,755 6663
Chautsuqu 41641 50,621 5218 9,074
Uswego. . 0 52,15 4,502 11,055
Livingston....ue.. 35,984 40,287 581 LALS]

DisastiRs o5 THE Laxgs~The Buffalo Com-
mercial Advertiser of Saturday last publishes a
detailed statement showing the losa of life and
property on the Lakes daring the past year. The
vessels which met with disasters were 31 steam-
ers, 9 propellers, 2 barks, 34 brige, 83 scchooners,
and 6 scows—iu all, 170. The loss of propecty
LitE

08 BIemIORIE. v esiicninsssssnnsnsns SIB5,TI0
* Propellers. .....conavasrsnssvanvess S0AM
o Ball veasels.....ccotveniinnsarnienss HETES

Ten steamboats, twenty-one sailing vessels,
and probably one propeller, were entirely loss;
the remainder were only partially damaged.

The loas of life was 395, of which 275 were on
bosrd steamers and 20 on sailing vessels. The
stesiuers in which lives were lost were the G. P
Griffith, burned, 230; A Wayne, exploded and
sunk, 63; Commerce, sunk by collision, 35; Amer.
ics, explosion, 11; Troy, do. #; Calumet, do. 1 ;
Canadn, gale, I. The miling vessels were
schooner Neptune, foundered, 7, all on board’
schooner Martha Freme, wrecked, 7; schooner
General Thornton, do. 4; two scows capsized, 2.

Many of these lives and much of this property
bave been sacrificed for the want of convenient
barbors on cur Lakes. There is not in the wide
world & commerce so veluable as this which is
left without the protection of its Government
The bostility of former Admiaistrations to the
construction of lake hurbors is criminal. The loss
of life, every year, on the Lakes, for the want of
safe barbors, ia frightiul. Every Execative Veto
of a luke g._nd river improvement bill has cost kan-
dreds of lives. How long is this crying injustice
to be endured 1 [Albany Eve. Journal,

Fatar Accipent—Yesterday morning a
terrible accident occarred at Allgn's E’ril:ﬁ‘wm
&.qrgh End] in this city. A man by the skme of

illiam Pollard became entangled in the mae
chinery and was carried around by the shaft of
the engine at the rate of 100 revolations a minute.
He was first discovered in this sitpation. Before
the eogine could be stopped both his feet had
been torn from his limbs and were found from ten
to twenty feet from him. He expired almost in.
stantly. He was about 20 years of age, and
lenves u wife in indigept circumstances.

[Norwich Courier, Pridey.

AMERICAN AND FOREIGN MAILS-

PosT-Urpick UBPARTMENT, g
Coxtract Orrice, Ssmrday, Nov. 16, 1330,

Bin: The annexed table (marked A) exhibite
the mail service of the United States for the last
contract year. It represests the extent ol the
gervice as it stood &t the close of the year, by the
number of miles of annnal transportation, the ouly
| commeon standard to which itcan be reduced ; and
it presents the cost of the transportation in the as-
| nual prices at which that service was engagod. It
may be well to expluain, that, in the nature of
things, it gives results st higher amounts thaa
| what the actual payments of the year, under the

modifications and reductions that take place,

| would show. ’
As compared with a like table made for the

| year ending June 30, 1849, it shows an increase
| in the service of the last, over the preceding year,

| in all particulars—greater length of routes within
i the United States by 10,969 miles—more annual
transportation thereon by the difference of 3,997,
354 miles—more sggregate cost on transportation
within the United States by the sum of §295,911
—more cost in mail agencies and foreign service
by §54.343—making the total incrense of cost
€350,254. That increase, from 1849 to 1550, is 13
7-10 per cent, in cost, and & 410 per cent. in ser-
vice.
The mail service in California, (and the trifling
amoant in Oregon,) performed within the last eon-
tract year, were too irregular, and too imperfectly
reported and understood at the department, to be
embraced in the annexed table. y B

On the 20th June last there were 5,503 U pited
States mail routes in operation; there were 4,765
mail contractors ; 100 route ageats ; 27 local agents,
and 376 mail messengers. ‘Table B will show how
they-were distributed among the different sections
of the service. Es

In respect to the current year, commencing 1st
July aat, attention is called to the annexed tabla,
marked . 1t shows the annual prices, aud the
extent of transportation at which the mail service
in the southwestern and northwestern section of
the U nion was placed under contract, at aud since
the last aunual lettings, held ia April and ”‘ni
last, for the term of four years, beginuing with
the 1st July, 1550, A quarter's performance of
this service has already expired. The last yeasa
service in those States and Territories, o wit—
Michigan, Indisna, Illinois, Wiscoms.n, lowa,
Minnesota, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennesses, Aln-
bame, Mississippi, Arhansas, Loaisiana and Tex-
as—was the inst performed under the contracts
that expired on the JUth June, 1550, and sums u
at 17,062,098 miles of annual transportation, &n
894,502 of annunl cost,

The new service now employed in those States
and Territories, and in operation since the lstJaly,
1850, stands at 19,241,940 miles of annual transpor-
tation, and 81,180,188 of annual cost—more this
year than last by 1,273,042 miles and §216,805,

Here is one item—the dilference in cost of trans-
portation betwen the old aund new coutracts, in
one of the four sections of the United States, that
will increase the expenses of the present av‘% tr‘l_:;

|
- A —
1 Hepert of thoe First Asalstant Postmaster-
tiemeral, |
|

pasL
'ri.:p{':uﬂ-.rnnulwhlw lust perfodical lettings. The
miscalianeous daily orders of the Postmasier Gea.
wrid, dlrecting chauges, bmprovements, sud on-
Inrgemenis of the mall service, in the tireo odier
secilons of the Union, for the first quarter ol T;
Soeess poms. wiladd dbo, (y et MEAIUALY: grzere
The placing of te steam mall packet Fraoklin on
the New:York and Havre rouls, willndd the cost
of o Lalfamonthly line, for about ten monthe.. ...
The service o Callfurnta and Oregon, so far s offi- =
clally reported (Or the current year, lo.........0 W40
There is remson to believe that the actual
amount will exceed that sum. The service in
Californin is yet in a crude and unadjusted state.
No routes have been established within it by Con-
gress, until a very recent date. No mail trans-
portation husbeen authorized, exvept the tempo-
rary service to be procured by the agent oreatod
by the act of August 14, 1845, What has been
obtained bas been for short periods, and on briel
notices, and at high rates, The ageney placed in
cliarge of this ausomalous service has changad
hands three times, At so remote and diflicalt a
point of operations, beyond the immediate reach
of orders and advice from the head of the Depart-
ment nnd its other offices, what is most needed is
an adequate knowledge and practical familiarity,
on the part ol the agent, with the principles,
rules and mode of proceedings in the arrienge-
ments of the mail service, in the lotting of con-
tracts, and otber dotails ; and this is not to be fu-
mediately expeoted, if the necessary experience
is yet o be acquired. Buflicient time has not
elapsed toreceive information from the agent last

appointed.
‘}'hcru fre other ftems of expenditare to swell
the expeusen of this year over those of the last;
but the amounts of them cannot be stated with
precision. The steamship Humboldt will be placed
in the New-York and Havre service, at the addi.
tivnal cost of $75,000 per nnnum, but at 50 late a
date probably ns to briog but a small portion of
the expense into the necounts of this year. Itis
impoasible to nuticipate what will be the nmoout
of the current ordera for the increase of the ser-
vice, in the three lnst quarters of the year. Put-
tiog it at due rrolmruun, (which would be quite
arbitrary,) to the amount of like orders for three
sections of the Union, made in the first quarter, it
would be at the rate of #52,875 & year. But then
only a part of that amount would fall into the pay-
ments made this year; and circumatances in the
pervice may arise, to produce a very different
amount of additipnal allowance.

By &n act, epproved Beotember 27, 1830, Cou-
gress created 750 new posc routes. One-sixth of
them, innumber, may be put in cperation this

G200

year,at & mé)pouble cont, we will u{. of $15,000
er annum, five-twellths of which only will come
nto the expenditure of this year. To put this

service under contract, requires an advertisement
for proposals, and a public letting. In respect to
those new routesthat liein the New-England,Now
York, and middling sectiops, advertisements for
bids may be immediatcly issued, and the lettings
therecn beld at an early day in January next.—
This preliminary letting could not well be enlarged,
in order to include in it those of more dissant
States, without seriously interfering with the pro-
ceedings of the great annual lettings, which this

ear embrace the entire service of the Southern

tates, ag & later period would have to be fixed
to allow the legnl notices to be given to the dis-
tant points. Therefore, the new routes in all but
the New England, New-York, and middle sec-
tions, and in California and Oregon, will have to
be dugo:ea of, to contzact at the anoual lettings
;:ext ;fnn , and Fi: into operation on tha 1st Ja-
y, 4251, Butin the meantime, tem oon-
tracts might be made whenever pmp;,:l"gmﬂbr
prprqnh for that purpose. This last proceediog
will involve an additional cost beyond what is
above estimated, and the amount will be further
incrensed by the new service that the California
and Oregon agents may succeed in placing under
coptract within the year.

I recur to the new contract service of the enr.
rent year—that of the northwesters and soath.
western States wod Territories—ta poiot out the
character of its increase in cost and extent, ever
the old service of the same section, which has been
superseded by it. 'We pay on that section twen.
ty-live per cent. more this year thao last, while
we have but ten and three fourths per cent. more
of annual transportation of the mail. This, with
the fact that the increase of the last year over the
preceding, greater in cost than inthe extent
of the service, would indicate n constant rise in
the prices of mail transportation. A close exami-
natioe will show, that in the ch from the pre-
ceding year to the last, and from the expired con-
tracts of last year to the new eontracts of the cnr.
rent year, there has been to & large extent a sub-
atitution of the bigher for the lower grades of mail
conveyance. If we donot get me equivalent in-
crease of the service in the number of mails, we
;et service of greater speed and better qaality.

he mails have been shifted to more expeditions
and costly lines of steamboats on the western
lakes, They have been transferred from coaches
to the newly constructed railroads radiating from
the great centers of business and popalst in
all sections of the country; and they have formed
entire new channels of conveyance on the Cum-
beriand and White rivers, and on the const of
Texas, in steamboats arrag into lines for
that purpose, where before were uothing
but some detached cross roctes; aad this spocies
of change is more or less in p o9, 08 the en-
terprise of the country is developed in the crea-
tion of improved facilitica.  Nor ia it confived to
the cases where steam has superseded the infa-
rlor modes of conveyauce. At the last letting,
{Lur—houu coach transportation was contracted
for on the thoroughfare ruads in the saathwestern
and northwestern States, instend of the two-horss

oac’ eonveyance, which could have been obtsin
taired ot much lower prices, bot whith left che

| bhave been mede on several of

public to suffer under an inadequatelmode of mail.
transportation, or look to the uncertain favor of
the contractor to furpish & better mode, under the
influence of some other motive than a sense
obli to the Government. The increass
cost beyond the proportionate increase of
in miles, is not, therefore, wholly an advance
rice, or additional cost, without an equivalent;
tnl represents mainly & better quality of the ser-
vice, secured by the “contract, in the particalar of
speed, and greater capaciry to give certalnty aad
security to the mails. .

On account of the more special interestinka
by Congress, and the public, in our railroad and
stearboat mails, the aonexed tables, (D and Ej
are nppenduod, to show the particulars of the con-
tract on each route of reilroad and steamboat con-
veyance, for the current yoar. lmprovoments

the lines, 50 a3 to
ive n speed of mbout twonty five miles to an
wour, by means of special traivs, stopping at but
fow of the intermediste points, and devoted to
the sccommodation of through mail aad ravel,
It is believed that this is attanded with decided
ecuninry advantages to the companies, derived
rrum the additional travel thus atteacted oves
their ronds. The desire is universal and most ur-
gent, to see this improvement introduced where
it is so oatural to look for it, am the principal
lines in the United Statos—that between its first
commercial city and its capital. A departure
from New-York on this line, at seven instoad of
five in the evening, would anntam convenl-
ence and economy of travel. It would promote
the mail accommodation of the pablic to an im-
menso extent, by taking on the entire eorrespon-
dence of the day, whicl there woald then be time
to write before the close of business hours, and
by taking on & vast amount of mails from the in-
terfor, which, in that case, woald have time W0
make full connections with the Bouthern line.
This, with a_dispatch of bat twenty miles to an
bour, including all stops, instead of the ave
of sixteen, now given on the whole line, wr
bring the mail to Washington by seven o'clock
the next morning, and allow a reasonunble inter
val (whereas there is now not a minute,) for over-
bauling and distributing that portion of it that is
to go torward to the Boath. Botween Liverpool
and London, the speed of the ordinary mails, a8
we compate from office 1o office, in from twenty
1o twenty three miles an hour, and of the expross *
mail traius, from twenty six to thirty. The «wou-
Iation of our contractors ou the Ocean line, b
in n apaceo of three yenrs, increased the !pwlo
our stenmahips between America and Fugland,
to equnl, if not to surpess, thator the Hritish
steamers.. Nowhere within the United States,
counld this example be followed with grester ad-
vantage And dﬂtinctim than on this—the most
pationnl of our railroad lines—the route between
New-York and Washington. A r improve-
ment on & jon of the railroads is groatly
needed — more suitable apartments in the cars,
than have been furnished. to contain the mails
safely, and to serve as an office for the mail

sgent.

“Table F exbibits n list of the foreign or ocean
routes, distinguishing those under contract with
the Seerctary of the Navy, from those held di-
rectly under the Postmaster (ieneral.

Ou these routes correspondence is conveyed to
and from foreign countries and remote portions
of the United States in steam packets employed
under contract bg Government, and running at
stated periods. By the former mode (still in use
whenever partics resort to it) it was conveyed by
sailing veasels, as their voyages might ocoar,
for & small gratoity l,i.”""" upon cach [etter 4%
the port of delivery. The new systom is mach
the most expensive: but it givea to mrrelﬁund-
ence regalarity and dispatch, the utmost that is
attainable for any purpose, between the same
points of deatination. This in of the highest im-
portance to the interests involved in correspo
ence, and as o matter of service deserves a lnrger
compensation. Hut this specics of mail conveys
ance devolves & cost upon the Government be-
vond the price of service as fixed by any posteges
that have been prescribed. This is becausc indj-
vidurl means are inadequate to the undertak
of establishing and maintaining steam navigstion
on the ocean. Aid from the Government 1w ne-
ceasary, and & wise policy contributes it; for na.
vigation by steam, in view of the competition of
o;ﬁer nations, is essential to the commerce of the
country, from which our public revenues are de-
rived, and eminently important as a means of
public defense and nn element of national pros-
perity and power. Government aid has been ox-
tended to these important stoam enterprises to
an extent beyond the revenue in postages, de-
rived from the correspondence so conveyed. Yot
an enlarged view of the subject will show that
the surplus thus contributed, is, after all, returned
to the Government, in postages collected. Une
lotter received from abrond may cnuse several to
be written at home. Look at the sxtraordinary
annual increase in the amount of postage s nce
our foreign steam mail lines bave been f..m
put in operation, swelling it to nearly three.
the usual per cent of nﬁvlnca! Foreign vom-
merce that deposits its freights at our seaports,
doos not limit to them the prosperity it crostes,
quickens and enlarges domestie trade theo
all the interior channels of business. Bo with
furelgn correspondence. It crestes and stimu-
lates n correspondence within the conntry, which
enlarges the more as the former becomes. throngh
the agency of steam conveyance, more regular,
exr itious, and frequent. :

he policy of aiding commercial enterprise, in-
crensing and improving the facility of steam navi-
ation by contracts for the mnils, was commonced

y Great Britain. France followed the example
for a brief period anlq‘. in her short lived Havre
and New-York line. The bonor of maintaining the
competition in that career of policy where the
atruggle is for success in the improvement of stoam
navigation, and fin the commerca of the world,
vow devolves on the United States. Our com-
mencement (on the 1t June, 1347,) wason & amall
scale, with the steamship Washington, on
route to Northern Germany. We now nnmber
sixteen ocean steamers, in actunl mail service,on
routes to Eogland and France, as well as to Ger-
many, to Cuba, the Isthmus of Panama, aul the
ports of California and Oregon; and the number
will be twenty when the full complement uuder
the present contracts is furnished. It would ba
unreasonable to suppose that the system has at
teined its full growth. We may well anticipate
that other sterm packet lines will be estallished
from the Atlantic and Galf cities, will connect tha
East Indies and China with Californin, and be ex-
tended to the Pacific ports of Boath America

The establishment of them deve important
duties on the General Post Oﬁo':?. Pm‘:al are
rangements with the countries to which they are
extended are necesaary to enable the benoiits to
be enjoyed, which they are designed to conler, as
mail facilities. Hence the postal arrange nents
made by this Department with the Post (ffice an«
thorities of Gcmnz in 1847, and those which
were effected through troaty with Great Yritain
in 1845, Now we have a line just estabiished to
France, arrangements with that Republie
should follow, 50 a8 to secure with it, and the
eountries , advautagos of like character
with those obtained from lines of Germ
and Evgland. And it is highly desirable 1 have
like arrungements with the authorities of Cuba, of
Jamaics, and of Panama, to enable us to wail
our steamships through those places, and by the
foreign lines there connecting, the corres
of our eitizens to ts beyond, in the motln-
dies, and on the South Pacific Const. Beside the
fore ‘there are unfinished srrangements with
Grest Britain respecting the Canadian correse

dence with the United Btates, which have

en withheld from completion by Great HBritain,
on wccount, it is believed, of some important
change in the relations between the mother coune
try aod the Provinces. The convenience of oug
public requires the consvmmation of these are
rangements, providing a uniform rate for | nited
Btates and Candinn correspond with privi-
lege of prepaying the postage, u‘:ﬁu unpaid. |

It ie proper to state, in this connection, tha: the
Minister of the King of Prussia having anifested
satrong desire for the establ of bolter
postel relations with tais country, under negotige
tions with him, the Iate Postmaster-Genera! dis

:mld :nu: 5 t vi:hhﬁe Post Office Depart-
ent of that kingdom to i
under the eonsideration of th';tn . : n‘ﬁ:

object to Le gained is a “closed mail” comunnicss
tion through England and Belgium ; & aoiform
rate of poc:ic combining, with that of the 1 af-
ted Btates snd Prussis, the o8 of Graat
Brituin and Bulslum, with the right to repay or
send unpaid, sod & scheme of between
the two Governments,and with those of the inters
medinte countries—Bostou and New-York on oar
part, snd Aux [a Chapelie, on the part of Prausia,
to be the exchange offices. A rocent Post /uion
Convestion between Auatria, Prussia and other
German powers, will give a wide effoct 10 the
postal sgreement with Prussia, whose froatier
towii is the key point to this extensive territiry.
It exe ution Ly Prossiaisdelayed o obtain light-
er traimit rates throogh Foglaud and Belgiom.—



