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been told, snother Leatherstocking lale, dee

|

trust that the result of your meetimge will be a d

...ﬁm-auuudm
wvantage in his romances
vm—.un_-:::mu-ﬂ-
been, 50 farasl W
—*'.ll seaman’s life he way

much of his readinsss of
surrounding the personages
r.'l'.l ':,II - perils, and rescuing them

”‘.’.M which familiarizes men 10 dangerin
- et fearful shapes, most cultivates presence of
:._'. most effestually ealls forth the resourceg

of aprompt and fearless dexterity by which imminent

s svoided.
.':ml.cmr. having resigned his post as mid-

,began the year by marrsing Miss Delancer,

sigtes of the present Biabop of the Diocese of Wes™
tera New-York, and entered upon a domestic life

live at
huppily passed lo iia close He went to
Mamaroneck, in the County of Westchester, and

while here he wrote and published the first of his
aovels, entitled Precaution. Copcerning ihe ocoa-
alon of writing this work, it is related, that once as
be was readisg an Englith sovel to Mrs. Cooper,
who bes, within & short time past, been laid in the

beside her illusttious husband, and of whom
or goodoess was po less emi

mow say, that h
;’:- his genius, he suddenly laid down the
book, and said, » | balieve I could write & better my-
" i diately he posed & ohapter
jected work of fiction, and read it to the
iendly judge, who encouraged him to finish
when it was completed, sug its pud-
Of this he had &t the lime no iniention,
was a1 length induced to submii the mauu-
10 the examination of the late Chas. Wilkes,
, il whose literary opinions he had grea:
. Mr. Wilkes advised thst 1 should be
and to these circumstances we owe It that
e into this work
1 have merely dip o .
was made with the first edition, de-
strange punctustion—n mlmlon of
other pauses. which puzzied and re-
ta anthor, many years afterward, re-
bished it, correctieg this fault, and
style nlso, 80 that, to a casual luspec-
it appeared almost another work. Iz was a
sted delineation of English manness, though
L orbogoh 'mrmb%ﬂ' %35::& by the
Jmof 0!
o .“"2 it deserib “ud m:; -:rl{
tn Great Britain, passed from ]
lish movel. [ am not unwilling to believe
of it, that it contained & promise of the
which its author a‘terward put forth.
y years ago, in the year 1821, and in the
-second of his life, Cor published the first
works by which he will be known to posterity,
It took the reading world by a kind of sur-
merit was acknewledged bl a "ﬁd sale
read with eagerness and the critics won-
any withheld their comimendations on se-
of defects i the plot or blemishes in the cown-
arising from want of praciice, and some
till they could Lear the judgment of Euro-
15. Yet there were not wanting crilich
untry, of whose good opiuion any author
ol the world might be proud, who spoke
terma it deserved. * Are you not de-
a literary friend to me, who has
high distinction as a writer, both in
’mn}-" ate you not delighted with the
work of infinite spirit and genians'’ In
genius, lay the explanaiion of the bold
work had taken on the minds of men.
of excellence was peculiar sod nnbor-
pietures of life, wheiner in repose or ne-
drawn, with broad lights and shadows,
from living originals in nuture or in his
imagination. T':.hm. whatever he descrided
wrus ; it was made a reality to him by the
strength with which he conceived it His power in
the delineation of charscter was shown in the prin-
;in! wuuﬂa of his story, Harvey Birch, on
m, though he has chosen to employ him in the
ignoble office of & spy, and endowed him with the
qualities necessary io his esslon.—extreme cir-
eumspection, fertility in stratagem and the ari of
eoncealing his real character,—qualities which, in
eonjunciion with selfishness and greediness, make
the scoundrel, he has Nl&?:‘:d tnsl !m!.'ll[.!l of gene
rosity, magnanimity, an nse love of country, 8
h{'tﬂ 1o be ,and a disinterestedness
tem . Out of this combination of
he has wrought & character which 18 a
in all nations, and with all classes of man-

It is sudd that il you cast a pebble into the ovean,
the mouth of our harbor, the vibration made in
waler gradually on, Wil it sirikes the icy
fors of the deep at the Bouth Pole. 'The apread
reputation 1s nol confined within nar-
bimite. The Spy in read in all the written
dialects of Eurepe, and in some of those of Asia.
The French, immediately after 1ts first appearan-e,
ve it to the multitudes who read their far diffured
"l-' and placed it among the first works of its
class. It was rendered tnto Casiltan, snd passed
into the hanos of those who dwell under the beams
of the Bouthern Cioss. A: leugth it passed ihe
eastern frontier of Europe, and ine latest record |
n of ila pr Lo aard abaol wnivos-

, Is contaiped 1n & statement of The Interna-
Magazine, derived, [ presume, from its anthor,
im 1847 1% was publistea 1o a Persiun translation
. Before this vime, [ coutt not, they are

g it in some of the langunges of ilindostan, and,
C ever transluted anything, it would be
of the many millions who inhubit the
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en of the hesitation which American

& in admibting the meri's of The Spy, on ac-

erudities in the plot or the composition,
of which no doubt really existed. An exce
must be made in favor of The Port Fulio, whie

a notice writlen by Mrs. Hule, gave the work a

though 1 cannot call it an enthusiastic,

T

welcome, r,a8 l am informed, never for-
got this act of timely and ready kindness,
1t was, perhaps, favorable to the immediate success
of Spy, that Cooper had few American suthors
#0 divide with him the pudlic s'teution. That crowd
of elever men wnd women who now write for the
w.:: lll;: out roluu;u of umyl‘.:tuchu
poems, who supply the press with noveis,
Mographies and historical works, were then, for the
mosl part, either ot ) g their | in the
h-&l unborn. Yet it s worthy of note, that
about time thal the Spy male its appearance,
dawn of what we now call our literature, was
f breaking. The concluding numbers of Dana's
e Man, & work neglected at Airst, but now number-
the things of the kind in our lan-
wmmumlmemu The Sketch
was Lthen just completed , the world was ad-
it, and its aulhor was meditating his Hrace-
Hall. Miss Bedgwick, absat the same time,
first eszay in that charming series of novels
life in New-England, which have gained
‘hah_a reputation. retral, now wnhappily
Just putto pressa volume of poems, |
of an edition u:.;f Ilullcrl‘;'n‘ Fanny, pub-
SAIDE YOAr poem of Y n, b
Bastburn and Sands, appeared almost umulu“onﬂ;
it Livingston was putting the fintshing hand
report on the Penal Code of Lomsiana, s work
with such grave, persudsive eloq that
a8 much % our literature as lo our juris-
mlﬂ- Other cotemporaneous American works
were, now less read. Paul Allen's poem of
Noakjwas just laid on the counters of the booksallers.
rden pubilshed al ibe same time, inthis City,a
Ovid's Tvistia, in herole verse, in
which the complaints of the effeminate Roman poet
waie rendered with great fidelity to the eriginul, and
sometimes nol without besuty. If I may speak of
mysolf, it was in that year that I umidly entrusted
to the winds and waves of public opwion a small
mod my own—a poemn enhitled The Adres, and
a dozen shorter ones, in a thin duodecimo vol-
ume, at Cambridge.
We al the same time, works of elegant liter-
, fresh from the press of Great Britain, which
are still read and admired. dair tléOI'l::'lu. then a
Sume year
arcia Colonna . .j::l:. lt;h‘o the full un;nuh'md
glhl. readers of Engl
arino !lllcm. and was in the mutilu.
with Bowles concern-
Pope. ‘.h Spy hi‘to sustain ll
tuary, published simul-
with Lockhart's Valerius,
of .!.'Io most remarkable

i

Egéi

HE

in

i

;

1

s B00Rer or later, a
alfter its first appear-
v And 1 read it with a
Here, said 1w mysell, is

de .
the of rural life in this country—our Hesiod,
mmuwu. except that he wrnes without the

b
restrant of pumbers, and 10 a greater poel than
they. Inthe Pioweers, a8 10 & moving pieture, are
mace to pass befiue us the bardy occupalions and
spirited amustements of & seltlement, in

: Spau., bnul?; with them
onaln‘uun . forests falling before
caeeriu n, with the first m!ild

holidays, in w
prize of #kill with the white mun: swift sleigh-
ml“uaduan " 7um‘] Nh:l;d periloas en-
eounters with wiid animals in oreats . these,
and 1cenes of life, drawn, as Coo
knew bow to draw them. in the bright and healtn-
fui coloring of which be was master, are interwoven
wilh & regular parra‘ive of human fortupes, not
constructed . and bow could such & work
be otherwise thap populn: '
15 de Prongers, Tectherntocking is rst introduced

| wh

t of books, but

Inatrueted u‘l’n‘h‘-’s pature, without the aid of

110 the man of quick sensesand

m&: ;Tl;::r whove |ife hzsbern passed unrler
the open shy, and m companionsiip with a rase
cse aLImAl peTCep e the and moat
eultivated of which there ia #0y example. But
Lestherstocking has higher qualities . in him there
iss gental blending of 178 gentiest virmes of the
eivilized man with tne beiter naiure of ihe aborigi-
pal tribes ; all that ia them 15 noble, generous and
ideal. 18 adopted into hir pwn Kindly character, and
all that is evil is rejected Bn'l -bl: nl;oe; ‘I'.::
ter po familiar ther-

oing ::!:Ic ‘:o‘tleo%;r:;. on all Rands, to be one of

stoekin|
as well &8 most siriking apd original
::iggl':'f fctivn. In sowme of hs subsequent

L C r—for he had pot yet attained to the
m.m?ol his powers—highlened and enno-
bled his first cancep'ion of the character. but in the
Pioncers it duzsled the world with the spleador of

velty.
nmlt:cn work was The Pilot, in whioh he showed
Bow, from the viciasitudes of o life ai sea, its perils
and escepes, from the beunty ard terrors of the great
¢eep, from the working of & vessel on a long voyage,
and from the frank, brave and generons, but peculiar
charaeter of the seaman, may be drawn materials of
romance by which the minds of men may be as
deeply meoved as by anyibing in the power of ro-
mance to presert. In this walk Cooper bas had
many diseiples, but no rival All who have since
writien romsneens of the sea, have been but travelers
in a country of which he wasthe great discoverer,
ard none of them all seem to have loved a ship as
Cooper loved it or have been able so strongly o ix-
terest all clusses of readers in 1ta fortunes Amﬂrl.l
other personeges drawn with great strength 1o h‘
Pilot, is the general favorite, Tom Coffn, the
thorough eeaman, “Iﬂ‘lhllln the vtmm'.“nnd one or
two of the infirmities of his p ‘
a8 seamen are apl to be, yet whose supersiitions
strike us as but sn irregular growth of his devout re-
cognition of the Power who holds the ocean in the
hollow of bis band , trne-hearted, gentle, full of re-
sources, collected 1n danger, and at last calmly per-
ishing &t the post of duty, with the vesiel he bas
long guided, by what [ mav cali a great and mag-
panimous cdeath. His rougher and coarser com-
panion, Boltrope, is drawn with scarcely less akill,
ad with a no l=ss vigorous hard.

The Pinears 18 not Cooper's best tale of the
American forest, northe Pilot,’ pelhaplhln all re-
spects. bis beat tale of the sen , yet, if hie had ceased
to wiite bere, the measure of his fame would,
postibly, have been scarcely less ample than it now
is. Neitker of them is far below the best of his pro-
ductions, and in them appear the two most remsrk-
able creations of his imagination—two of the most
remarkabie characters in all fiction.

It wans about this time that my acquaintance with
Cooper began, an acquaintance of more than a
quarter of @ century, in which his deportment to-
ward me was that of unvaned kindness. He then
resiced a considerable part of the year in this eity,
and here he had founced a weekly club, to which
many of the most distinguished men of the place be-
lenged. Of the members who have since passed

away, were Chancellor Kent, the jurist ; Wiley, the
inleﬁfgrniud liveral bookseller . Henry 1. Sedg-
wick, slways active in schemes of benevolence .
Jarvis, the painter, a man of infinite humor, whose
jests awoke inextizguishable laughter. De ihy. the
naturalist . Bande, the poet  Jacoo Harvey, wiose
genial memory is cherished by many friends. Of
those who are yet living was Morse, the fnventor of
the electric telegraph . Durand, then one of the first
of engravers, and pow no less 1llustrious as a paiater
Henry James Anderson, whose scquirements might
awaken the envy of the ripest scholars of the old
world . Halleck, the poet and wit ; Verplanck, who
has given the world the best edition of Shuksp=re for
general readers: Dr. King, mow at the bhead of
Columbia College, and his two immediate predeces-
sors in that office. | might eularge the list *ith
many other names of po lessdistinetion. ‘The army
and pavy coniributed Lheir proportion of members,
whose names are on record 1o our pational history.
Cooper when in town was always present, and [ re-
member being stiuck with the inexihaustiole vivacity
of Ms conversation and tse minuteness of hua
knowlecge, in every thing which depended upon
scuteness of observation and exaciness of recollec-
tion. 1 remember, too, being somewhat startled,
coming fresh os I did from the seclusion of a coun-
try lite, with a cerain emphatic fraukness in his
marner, which, however, | came st last to like and
to sdmire. The club mel in the hotel called
‘Washivgton Hall, the site of which 18 naw occupied
by part of the circuit of Stewart’s marble buiiding.

Liomel Lincoln. which cannot be rauked among the
successful productions of Cooper, was published in
1645, and in the year following appeared the Last of
the Mokicans, which more than recovered the ground
loet by its predecessor. In this work, the construc-
tion of the narrative has signal defects, but it is one
of the triumphs of the author's genius, thay he makes
us urconscious of them while we read. It 1s only
when we have had time to awake from the inlensa
ipterest in which he has held us by the vivid
reality of his nurrative, snd have begun to search
for faults in cold blood, that we are able to find
them. Inthe Lasfof the Mohicans we have i bo der
portraiture of Leatherstocking than in the Pimeers.

‘This work was pub ished in 1826, and 10 the same

ear (iaog‘gi sailed with his family for Europe. He

eft New-York as one of the vessels of war, described
in his romances of the ten, goes out of port, amid the
thunder of & parting salute from the big guns on the
batteries. A dinner was given him just before his
departure, atjended by, most nf tha distingnishad
wen of t8e City, at which Peter A. Juy presided,
ard Dr. King sddressed him in terms which some
then thought loo glowing, but which would now
scem suflicicntly temperate, expressing the good
wishes of his friends, and dwelling on the satisfaction
they promised themeelves 1n possessing so illustri-
ous & reprerentalive of American literature in the
0!d World. Cooper was scarcely in France when
he remembered his friends of the weekly elub, and
sent frequent missives to be read mt its meelings;
but the club missed its foundey, went into a decline,
ard nct lorg wfterward quietly expired.

The Brst of Cooper’s Lovels published after lear-
ing America, was the Prairie, which appeared early
in 1847, a work, with the uimireuof which I wholl
sgree. Iread It with a certain awe, an u.mtaﬂnea
eense of subiimity, such as one experiences on en-
tenng, for the first time, upon those immense grassy
deserts, from which the work takes it name. Thne
squatter snd his family—that brawny old man and
large-limbed sors, living in a sort of primitive and
patriarchal fhartwriem, sluggish on ordinary oceas
#ions, bul terrible when roused, like the hurricane
that sweeps the grand but monotonous wilderness 1n
which they dwell, seem a natural growth of those
srcient fields of the west. Leatherstocking, a hunter
in the Picneers u warrior in the Last of the Mokicans,
apd now, in his extreme old sge, a trapper on the
rulﬂc. declined in strength, but undecayed in intel-
ect, ard looking to the mear close of his life, and a
grave under the long grass, as calmly aa the laborer
at sunset looks to his evening slumber, is no less in
haymony with the mlent cesert in which he wanders.
Equally #o ure the Ind still his ¢ )
crpies of the American savage somewhat 1dealizad,
but not 1be lets a part of the wild nature in which
the fhre‘t:eir hlun%u 2

efore the year ¢ + Cooper had given the
world anolber nautical tale, the Red Rmr!r. which.
with many, is a greater favorite than the Pilot, nnd
with renson, perhaps, if we consider principally the
incidents, which are concducted and described with
:' gmﬂer mastery over the springs of piity and

It happened to Cooper while he was abroal, as it
not unlleguinuy bappens to our countrymen, to
henr the United States disady antageously compared
with Eumr:. He had himself been a olore observar
of things both here and in the Oid World, nad was
‘h cnicious of being able to refute the detractors of

18 COULLTY In regard to many points. He published
in 1828, after he had been two years in Earope, a
teries of lettere, entitled Notions of the Americany, iy
@ Traveling Bachelor, in which he gave & favorable ac-
count of the working of our institutions, and viadi.
caled his coutry from various fippant aad ili-na-
tured misreprescrlations of foreigners. It israther
teo measured in atyle, but is written from a mind
full of the subyect and from a memory wonderfully
;‘:‘::‘:I‘.‘;‘:’: :Imu:u!?l:: Al:h'mghlwnlt-fnu: vears

' e publication, but little o
u:;p;:;u"onn:lt:;wmemmru. i o
ved lus country and was prond

history axd her i 1ons, but 1t p mm‘:; t',:::
be should bave sppeared, at different times, as hor
eulogist and her censor. My friends, she is worihy
both of praise and of blame, and Cooper was not the
man to sbrink from bestowing either, at whal
teemed to him the proper time. He defended har
frcm detracicrs abrosd . he sought to save her from
flatterers at home. ~Lwill not =ay that he was in as
good humor with his country when he wrote ome
us Found a3 when be wrole his Notions of the dmers
cans, but this | will say, that whether he commende(
or cepsured, he did 1t In the sincerity of his heart, as
a rue Awerican, and in the belief that it would do
?ood. His Notions of the Awmaricans were more like-
¥ 10 lessen than to increase his popularity in Eu-
Tope, inasmuch as they were put forth without ing
lhflnnt roiud to Europesn prejudices

In 1829, he brought out the movel entitled the
Wept of Wish ton Wish, one of the few of his works
which we now rarely hear men‘ioned. He was en-
§2red in the composition of a third nautical tale,
‘M-;:! be afterwads published under the name of
ge ater- Wiseh, when the memorable revolation of
ibe Three Days of July broke out He saw 4 Gor-
J‘m‘ Tulivg by fear and in deflance of public
.m‘ﬂg overthrown in a few hours, with little blood-
3 © saw by Frenoh nation, far from being 10-
m::a?:» .h%a.&:': liverty, peaceful'y address-
%n.'er ‘!}:eh they “m of the insutntions

ocper sferward ed, his R

ives bhfs o;xtl?uo a plan of |mm;§:;;::

hn'.s ; ¥ him at that time 1 La Fayette, with
whom he was then on habits of ciose and daily ig.
tmacy. It was his icea to give peimanence Lo th
new oider of thinga by ascociating two stron s
b ita support, the friends of leastimacy ang ‘,g;' ﬁ:
publicans  He supgested that Henry V., guoulgq be
called o the herediiary throwe of Fiance. » youth
Y€t 10 be educated s the bead of a free peaple, Lhag
the prevage should be abolished and & leginiature of
two chambers established, with a constineney of a1
least & million and u balf of electers, the Seqste 1o
be chosen Ly the gemeral vote, as the representatires

ve. A work which

of iLe entire pation, and the Mmembers of Lhs other
house choden by cistricts as the represestatives of

" were mirgled with scurnfity.

terests To the middle ground o’ politics
E:Oo}-:::lu:wny oecupied by Louis Paithippe at th
tegim isg of his Tegn. be predicted a brief drn_l-
11om, believirg that 1t would apeedily be merged ‘0
despotirm, or supplanted by the popular rule. His
prophesy hag been fulfi'ed more amply than Le
eould bave imsgned—fuifilled in both 1te alierss-
“?n.‘er ol the esctroversies of that time, Cooper
vore a cptinenishen part. Tre Révue Britanmgue.
3 pericdiral pubished w Paris, boldly affirmed the
Goverpmert of the United Siales tasde ope of the
most expersive in the world, amd its .an.e among
the most heavt'y tazed of mankind, This amertion
wan tupported with a certa'n show of proof, and the
ariler aifecied o heve esnolith d the conclasion
thet a republie muit pecessarily be more expensive
trsn & monatehy. The partisass of the Court were
denghted witn the ressoning of the article and
claimed & trinmph over cur apeieut friend, La Fay-
eite, who, curipg fony yesm haid not ceased to hold
up the Governmext of ibe United Blaresnsthe cheap-
et in the world.  Atthe suggestion of La Fayetle,
Cooper replied to this ut'ack upom his eountry, in a
le'ter whieh was translated in1o French, and to
¢r with rrother from General Bertrand, for many
years a rerident in America, wad laid before the peo-
o e
plfrhtes-“tnuo letters provoked s shower of rejoin-
ders, in whieh, secorcing to Cooper, miss atements
He runme:;'ad @ e

3 0f letters on the question in cispute, which were
;:bhn;m in The Natwmal, & daily sheet, and pave
the firpt eviderce of thel eXtranTdinary acuteness o
controversy, which was po less characieris'ie of his
mird than the vigor of his imaginstion. The ene-
mies of La Fayeite pressed into their service Mr.
Leavitt Harris, of New-Jersey, afterwu dour Charze
@' Affaires 8t the Court of France . but Uooper re-
plied to Mr Harris, in The National of May 2. 1832,
closirg & discussion in which he had effectually st
lenced thoss who objected to our insttutions on tne
score of economy. Of these letters, which wounld
form an fmportant chapter in political scienee, no
enure copy, I have been told, 1s to be found in toif
country.

One of the consequences of earnest controversy is
almost invarianly personai ill-will. Cooper was told
by ene who itiif an official sation under the French

overnment, that the part be had taken in this dis-

ute cencerrirg taxation, would neither be ot-
Ben nor forgiven, The dislike he had in 18
that quarter was strengthened by his novel of the

Bravo, lished in the year 1531, while he was in
the midst of his quarael with the aristocratic pﬂ
In that work, of which he has himsell Jﬂllz,“
that it was thoroughly American in all that be
to it, his object was to show how institutions, pro-
fessedly created to prevent violence and wrong, be-
come, when perverted from their matural destina-
tion, the instruments of injustice, and how, in every
system which makes power the exclusive property
of the strong, the weak are gure lo be oppressed.—
The work 1s written with all the vigor and spirit of
his best novels; the magnificent city of Venice, in
which the scene of the story is laid, stands continu-
ally before the imagination, and from time to time
the gorgeous ceremonies af the Vemetian Republio

AfA ULCEr OUr eyes, such as the marnage of tne
E)oae with the Adnatic, and the eontest of the gon-
dolas for the pnze of speed. Tre Bravo bimeself and
ceveral of the other characters are strongly con.
ceived and distinguished, but the most remarkable
of them all is the spirited and generous hearteld
¢avghter of the jallor.

I:shu been eaid by some eritics, who judge of
Ccoper by bis faslures, that he bad 1o ekiil 1o draw-
ing female characters By the same process, it
mwizht, 1 suppore, be shown that Raphael was but an
orcinary painter. It must be sdmitted that when
Cooper crew a lady of high breeding, he was apt to
psy too much atiention to the formal part of ber
churacier, ane to muke her 2 mere bundle of cold
pioprieties  But when be placed his heroines in
some titnation in life which leaves by nothing to
¢o bat to make them natursl and true, | know of
vothing figer, nothiog more attracuve or more iudi-
viduul than the portrai:ures he has given ns

Fizare, the wittiest of the French periodizals, and
at thut time on the liberal side, commended the Hra-
vo; the jourrals on the side of the Government cen-
sured it. Figaro aflerward paased into the hands of
the arislocratic pany, and Cooper became the objeet
of Its attacks. He was not, however, a man to be
¢riven itom sny purpore which he had formed either
by flatte)y or sbuge, and both were tried with equal
ill success Tn 1532 he publishied his Heudenmaner, and
in 1833 his Headsman of Berne, buth with a politieal
derign eim:lar to thut of the Bravo, though neither of
themn takes the same high rank among his works.

In 1532, after a resicence of seven years in diffe-
rext paris of Europe, but mostly in France, Cooper
returned to his pative country. The welcome
which pe mwet on his return was somewhat chilled
by the effect of the attacks made upon him In
France, and remembering with what zeal, and at
what secrifice of the universal acceptance which
his works would otherwise have met, he had main-
tained the caute of his country against the wits and
orators of the Court party ia France, we eanuol
woncer that he should have felt this coidness as un-
denerved. He publisted shortly after bis arrival in
this countiy, A Letter tp hip Countrymen, in which
he eomplained of the censures cast upom him in the
American newspapers, gave a history of the part he
bad luken in exposing Lhe s of the Re-
vve Hritamwigue, 8id warned his countrymen ngatost
the too ccmmon error of resorting, with a blind
ceference, to foreign authorities, ofien svaved by
natwnal or politieal prejudices, for onr opinloas of
American authors. Going beyond this topie, Lie ex-
smired and reprehended the hahit of applying to the
lnle?ulmlm of our own Constitution maxins de-
rived from lh:‘pncu'u of other Governmenta, pur-
ticularly that of Great Britain. The importancoe of
cons g that instrument by its own principles, he
illustratea by considering several points in dispute
between the parties of ihe day, on which he gave
tl_? decided opinions.

be prineipal effect of this pamphlet, as it seem=d
to me, was to awaken in certain quarters a kind of
reseniment that a ful writer of i should
resume to give lessons in politics. [ meddle not
ere with the conelusions to which he arrivid,
though I must be allowed to say that they were
stated and argued with great ability. In 1835 Coo
er published Monniking, & satirical work parily
with a political aim, and in the same year appears
his American Democrat, a view of the oivil and so-
cial 1elativrs of the United Stales, aiseuss ng more
gruvely vinjcus topics touched npon in the former
work, ard pointing out in what respescts ha deomd
the Americni people ia thetr practice to have fallen
thert of the excellence of their institutiors.

He found time, however, for & more genial task,
that of giving to the world his ohservations on for-
egn covstrtes  In 1838, appeared his Sketches of
Swilztricnd. a senes of letters in four volumes, the
gecoend part published about two months afier the
frs',n ce'ightful work, writlen in & more fluent and
flex:ble style than his Notions of the Americans. The
firet part ol Gieonmgs in Ewrepe, gIVIDE an acoennt
of his residence in France, followed in the sarme year,
@ ¢ the pecord pant of the same work, containing his
otrervations on Ergland, was published in April,
1837 Inthese worke, forming & series of eight vol-
un«g, be re ates and describes with much the same
di-tritoess as in hie novels, and kis remarks on the
marpers and institutions of the different countries,
o'ten sugarious and always peculiarly his own, de-
rive, from their frequent reference to contemporary
eveLls un Immma interest.

In 1838 apreared Homeward Beund, and Home as
Fernd, \wo satirical novels, in which Cooper held up
to ricicnle a certain cliss of conductors of the
Lenspaper press 1n Ameriea. These works bud not
the geod forture to become pojmlar. Conper dud
not, ard perhaps, hecaure be was ton deaply in earn-
tet, would not infure into his satirieal works that
ﬁ'ﬂ €1y without which ratire becomes wearisome

elieve, however, that if they had been written by
aLVTCCy eige, they would huve met with more favor,
but ibe world koew that Corper was abe to give
them scmething beiter, and wonld not be satilied
with wryth-ng shoit of his best. Scme childishly im-
#glied that becuuse in the two works [ have just
Weplicred, a pewspoper editor is introduced, 1n
whire character a'mest every possible vice of his
prefession 8 muce to fpd a place, Cooper jutended
an irdisirimste attaek upon the whole body of
wiiters for we rewspaper press, lorgetiing that such
B rTRIture wes a sutise only b those to whom it
bute wlikeriss, Webave become less sensitive and
Zoce reatonnble of late, and the monthly perindicaly
i ke pport for thelr readers of the follies =nd igno-
ratee of the rewrpaper cditors without awaken ng
1be shyhtest rerentment . but Cooper led the way
this .-‘i:'. <! r!smp:;nt. ‘ll:;:al :imem:er some instan
ces of towering tndignat at bis audacity ex

‘.!'+-‘h' jourrsls nfﬂutme..d ¥ A s

¢ vexi year Cooper made his appearamee befo
the publie in & new department of wrting . his Nu?l

Histery of the United States was brought out in two
octavo volumes at Philadeiphia, by Carey & Lea.
In writing his stories of the sea, his attention had
been much turned to this subject, and his mind filled
with siriking incidents from expeditions and batiies
in which our naval commanders had beep engaged.
This made his task the lighter, but be gathered his
materials with great induibry, and with a con.
scientious atiention to exacimess, for be was not g
man to take a fact for gracted, or aliow imagination
to uur&lh place of inquiry. He digested our naval
Annals into & narTative, written with spirit, it is true
but with that air of sincere dealing which the reader
wiliingly takes as as a pledge of 18 authenticity,

An sbridgment of the work was afterward pre-
%cn_d and published by the author. The Edinburgh

eview, iB an article professing to examine ths staje-
meuts both of Cooper's work and of the Hestory of
tie Lugush Navy, wrniten by Mr. James, a veierivary
furgect. mide a violent attack upon the American
b oiem. Unfortunately it took Juness narrative
bp s sole puide, axd followed It fwplicittly, Caoser
repledin The Demecratic Review for Jasnary, 1840
and 0y a masterly analysis of his statements, eon.
viclng James of salf-conlradiction in almos: every
partcu'sy i which ke differed from hmeelf, refgred
beth Ismes npd the Revewer. It was a refutasion
winh scmitted of no rejoinder.

Svarce wpyvihicg i Cooper's kife was 50 remarka.
ble, #o stnkingly dlustraied Ris charaster s his
with the pewspaper press.  He engaged in 2
&1l provocsticos, wany anc loug endured, and pro.
feruled it throvgh years with great eocrgy, pergs.
veraice and practical dexterity, till be was le‘t mas.
terof the feid. In what [ am about 108y of g, [
Lope [ shall not give offense to any ove, 33 [ sha!]
rresk withaut the slightest malevelence boward

cortrgl

Ibise with whomn be waged this controversy. Over

of them. s over their repowned , the
:-;:.i has pow closed h‘l“ where shall the truth be
spolien. I pol besice Lhe g
’f.un aireacy slincea to the priscipal sanses
which provolied the DeWspAPer silacks upon Uovpe:.
1f be bac pever modeled with questions of govern-
mert on either sice of the Atlantio, and never saur-
12¢¢ the mewspaper press, L have little doudt thak he
would bave been spared these attacks. | cannot,
Jowever, ascribe Lhem all, or even the gréaier pari
of ibem 1o personal maligniy. One journal fol-
Jowed the exampie of another with lntle reflection,
1 thirk, 1n mest cases, '] it perame 8 sort of fashion
pot mere.y to decry Nis works, but lo mrragn s

sho™n BIID 40 N ATuerican LEWspaper,
purper to be a enucism on ope of his werks, but
reflecting with much aspenty on his personsl char-
acters > I care nothing,” he is reporied to have said,
for the eriticiem, but | am rotincifferest to the slan-
cer. if these altacks on my character shoald be
kept Up five years alter my return to America, 1
shall pesort to the New-York Courts for proteetion.
He gave the newspaper press of this dinte the full
perict of forbesrance on which be had fixed, butAnd-
ing hat forbearance se emed o encourage assaull,
be sought recress in the courts of law.

When there I1iigations were first begun, 1 recel
lect it seemed 1o we that Cooper had taken a ste
= hich woulé give him a great ceal of trouble,
effect but Jintle good 1 sad to myself—

= Alns ! Leviathan is ros po tamed |

As be proceecsd, however, | saw that he bad under-
s1cod the matter better than . He put a hook into
tbe nese of this buge monster, wallowing m bisinky
pocl and bespaiterig the paseers by . ne dragged
bim to the Jard srd made hin tractavle. Ome suit
1ollowed anuther ; one editer was sued, [ thick, half-
aCozen times ; some of them found themselves un-
cer a secord indictment before the first was tried
In vincicstixg himself to his readers, against the
charge of pubiishing one libel, the angry journalist
often flourcered into another. The occasions of
Lere Prose culions geem 1o have been always care-
faliy considered, for Cooper was uniformly success-
ful In obtainipg verdiets. In a letter of his, written
in February, 1843, about five years, | thiak, from the
commencement of the first prosecutions, he says
| have beasen every man [ have sued, who has not
retiacted his Litels.”

In ove of these suits, commenced against the late
Willism L Stone, of The Commercial Advertiger, and
reterred to the arbitratiom of thres distinguished
jawyers, he srgued, humeelf, the question of the au-
thenucity of his account of the Batte of Lake Erte,
which was the matier in dispute. [ listened to his
opering . 1t was clear, skilful, and persuasive, but
his elosing argument was said to be splendidly elo-
quent. I have beard pothieg like it,” said = bar-
tister to me, * since the ¢ays of Emmet.”

Ceoper behaved liberally toward his antagonists,
#0 far as prouniary damasges were concerned. thongh
some of them uhollz ercaped their payment by
bankruptey. Alter, | believe, sbout six years of litl-
gation, the newspaper press gracually subsided into
a pacific !gilpallilon toward its adversary, nnd the
cortest cflosed with the account of pecuniary prafit
avd lose 0 far as he was concerned, nearly bal-
sneed ‘The occasion of these suits was far from
henorable to those who provoked them, bul the re-
sult wae, I had almost said, creditable to all parties ;
to him, as the coursgeous prosecutor, to the admin-
fetraticn of justice in this country, and to the doeil-
ity of the newspaper press, which he had disciplined
810 good mARners : .

It wre while be was in the midst of these ltiga-
tions that he published, in 1840, the * Pathfiader.”
People had begun to think of hiu as & controversial-
198, aeute, keen ard persevering, occupled with his

ersonal wrongs and schemes of attack and defecse.
rl"hu were startled from this estimate of hs charae-
ter by the morsl beauty of that glorious swork—1 must
1o call it , by the vivicness and force of its delines
tiens, by the unspotled love of mature, appareat in
every page, and by the fresh and warm emolious
which everywhere gave life to the narrative and the
diglogue  Cooper wasrow in his fifty first year, dut
rethirg which be kad procuced in che earlier part
of bis Nterary life was written with &0 much of what
might feem the generous fervor of youth, or showea
the faculty of juvention in higher vigor. I recol'ect
that cesr 1he time of its uppesrance I was informed
b of an oveervation made upon it by one highly distia-

guithed tn the lite;ature of our country aad of the
#ge, Letween whem and the author an unhappy
coolness had for some years existed. As he finianed
the reacirg of the Patdficder, he exclaimed, ** They
may say what tbey will of Cooper ; the man who
wrole this book 18 not only 4 great man, but a good
man."

The reacers of the Pathfinder were quickly recon-
ciled tothe fourth appearance of Leatherstocking,
when thev snw him made to act a d ferent part from
any which the author had hitherto assigned him—
when they saw bim shown as & lover, nud placed 1n
1ke micst of nerociatiors which invested his charac-
ter with a bigher and more affecting hervlsm. Ia
this work aze two female characters, portrayed in
a masterly mauner, the corporal's daugnter, Mabel
Dupham, generous, rerolute, ye: womuuly, and the
yourg lrdisn woman, called by her trite, the Dew of
Jure, a perronifieation of female truth, affection and
£y mpathy, witha strong sboriginal cast, yeta produet
of pature as bight and pure as that from which she
1s nemed

Mercedes of Castile, published near the close of the
tame year, has nope cf the stronger characteristics
ol Cooper's genius, but in the Ueerslayer, which ap-
ﬁured in 16841, srother of bis Leatherstocking tales,

e« gave us m work rivaling the Pathfnder. Lea-
therstockirg is brovght before ua in his early youth,
inike first exercize of that keem sagacity which is
biended k0 harmoniously with a simple and ingen-
uous geodness. The two daughters of she retired
freebouter cwelling on the Otsego lake, inspire
1 l.'NJz less \pterest than the principal personage ;
Judiih in the pride of ber beauty and iniellect, her
good impuises contendiog with & fatal love of ad-
mirstien, holding ue fascinated with a constant in-
terest in her fate, which, with consummate skill,
we are peimiited rather to conjecture than to know |
and Hetty, searcely less beautiful in person, weak-
minded, but wise in the midst of that weakness, be-
yord the wisdom of the leftiest intellect, through the
power of conscience and religion. The character
of Hetty would have been a hazardeus experiment
in !u!:{m hands, but in his it was admirably suc-
cerg'ul.

The Twe Admirals nnd Wing and Wing were given
to the public 1n 1842, both of them taking a high rank
aimerg Ceoper's sea-tales. The first of these is & sort
of paval epic in prose ; the fight and chase of armed
versels ho'd un in breathless suspense, and the sea-
fghts are ¢ecoribed with a terrible power. Inthelater
sea-in es of Cooper, it seems to me that the mastery
with which he maxes his grand processions of events
pnes before the mind's eye |8 even greater than in his
eariier. The rext year he published the Wyandofte,
or Huited knoll, one of his beautiful romances of the
woor s gnd in 1844 two more of his sea stories, 4 Asat
cnd Ashere amd  Males Wallingford its sequel. The
lerg series of bis nautical taies was cloged by Juck
Tutr. or The Florida Reef, published in 1848, when
Cooper was 1o his s'xtieth year, and it is as full of
P, eLergy, tnvention, life ike presentation of ob-
Jects ard everts—

~ The viaion and the faculty divies—
¢ anything be bad written.

Let me bere 1ay that Cooper, though not a maru-
facturer of verse, was, in the highest sense ol the
nord, a poer . his imagination wrought nodly aud
grencly, and imposed 1ts creations on the mind of
‘e 1eader for realities. With him there was no
witberiig or Ceclive, or disuze of the poetic facalty ;
Bt he ptepped Comnward from the zenith of li‘e, ko
stacow or chill came over 1t it was lixe the year of
Siine pepial climutes, a perpetusl senson of ver-
cuie, bioom and fiuitfulness. As these works cumne
out, I mas rejoiced to see that he was unspoiled b
tne coptroversies in which be bad allowed ht.‘l‘llaﬁ'
‘o brecne er geged, that they had not given to Lheswe
beiter expressions of his gecius, any tinge of misan-
thiopy. or appesrsrce of contracticg and closing
sympathies, sy trace of an interest in lus feilra-
beirgs leee large and free than in his eariter works.

Betore the appearan-e of his Jack Tier, Cooper
prblisted in 1845, snd the following yn.r,uemo”o;[
vevels relatir g lothe Antl- Rent question, in which he
oo grest interest. He thought that the dispon.ioa,
- BIlested in certoin quarters, to make concessin
towhut Be cecmed a dental of the rights of proper-
iy, Was a first step in & most dapgerous path. o
Ciroursge this dispositicn, he wioie Satonstes, The
Chombecrir, snd The Redsking. They are didactis
m their cemgn ond want the freedom of inveuyn
which telenge to Cooper's best novels, bue if thay
Lad been written by anybody but Cocper—by a mom-
ber of Corgress, for example, or an eminent politi-
c;u:l ’I'I.’:‘.";_%”i would fmn made his repu-
Lalieh. a5 sad, | am told, by a distinguisl
Jjur st of cur State, that they entitle m.nmﬁ ::‘;
bigh a place in law as his other works bad won for
:.;min‘ii:'lr‘rntl.llrlt.1 u

I ba CUELL, 'n meditating the plan of
course, to mention ail the mb of F:Hr. Conpltm..m
ihe length to which | have foupd it extending has in-
cuced we 1o pass over several wriiten in the lastten
years of his lfe, and to confize myself to thoge
which best ilustrale his Iiterary character. The
isstof bis ncvels wan The Waye of the Howr, & work
in shich ibe objections he entertained to the trial by
Jury in civil causes were staied inthe form of & nar-
retive.

It {s o volumincus catalogue—that of Coaper"
lisbed works—but it comprises pot all h_."'.,l:?
He commitied 1o 1he fire, without remerse, many of
the frus of kis literary industry. [t was under-
riood, toMEe Yesrs sinee, that be bad a work ready
tcr ke press on the Middle States of the Union
privetpally Ulvstrative of their social history . bus 1t
Elyll uet bren fousd amorng his manuseripss, und fhe
presumption is that he mmst have ed it
Greal ss was the number of his works, and great as
was the favor with which they were reeeived, the
pecuRiary rewarce of his success were far less than
s been gencinlly supposed—ecarcely, as [ am in-
formed. & Wnth part of what the common rumor
r:dclu:tm. iluhm:e;;u ‘ninitely the largest ae

rowledpmert which this most s 1 ¢
can au'hors received for his I.Mnunafn o Smars

The Ways of the Hour appeared in 1650, At this
time his pereonal sppeerance wus remarkable, fle
seimed b perfeet bewith end in he "'-,.,-' "
and activity of bis faculties. | have scarcely '.Qﬁ
*1y Wal at that period of hie op whom hil)'llm‘n'
more Pghti § COnvarsation bad lost noge o' 11y
itvelinese, thevgh It feemed some what more gentee
ond 'orbealing in Wnge, and bis Bpirils noue of their

elastienty. He was comtemplating, [ have e

that be had pot yei erhaused (ke charmcler,a
thote whe cots ter what pew resousors il yiekled
um in the Patlfinder and the Deerslayer, will readily
copeluce that be wWas pol mistakes,

The direare, however, by which be was removed,
wag even thed impending over him, and not long af-

terward hin friends here were grieved to learn that |

bis heslth was fechning. He cameto New-York so
ehapged that they looked at Mm with serrow,

after a stay of some weeks, partly for the benefit of
medical advier, returned to Conpersiown, to leave it
po more, His eomplaint gra-uai'y gained sirength,
subdued & consitution eriptsaly rodust, and foa ly
passed iEto & confirmed dropsy. i August, 1831, he
was visited by bis excellent and learned friend, Dr.
Francis, a member of the weekly club which he had
rousced in the early partof Rhis literary career. He

found him bearing the sufferiogs of bis disease with |

iy frmuess, gave him such medical counsels as
:::‘w'nlucy lppc'-rﬁ to require, prepared him del-
watelv for its tatal tenmination, and relurved to
New-Yora with the most melancholy antieipations.
In afew cays alterward Cooper expired, amid the
ceep sfiction of his fumily, on the 14th of Seplem-

ber, the dsy before that on which he should have |

completed his sixty-second year. He died, appa-
rently without pain, in peace aad religious hope.
The relations of man to his Maker, and Lo tpat stale
uf betng tor which the present is but & preparadon,
hed cecupied much of kis thoughts during his whole

life Ume, and he crossed, with a serene composure, |

the mysterious boundary which divices is Life from
the rexr.

Toe departure of such a man, in the full strength
of bis faculties—on whom the count:y had for thirty
yes1# lovked u5 cne of the permanent ornaments of
its hierature, and whose name had been so often as-
scc ated with praise, with renown, with controversy,
with blame. but pever with death—difused a univer-
fal awe, It was as if anearthquake had shaken the
grourd on which I; u:.m .hlnn sho nrled ;n? fma“
vpering by eur path the general grief for his
l:u. hlg virlues oply were remembered, and his fail-
ings fargoiten.

i l‘h'u'fullnp.l have said little . such as he had
were obvious to all the world . they lay on the sur-
face of bis characier . those who knew him least,
made the most sccount of them. With a character
s0 mace up of positive qualities—a character so in-
dependent and uncompromising, and with a sensi-
tiveness far more acute than he was willing fo ac-
knowledge, it 18 pok surprising that occasions fre-
qus ntly arcee to bring him, sometimes into friendly
collision, and sometimes tnto graver disagreements
axd misundersiandings with his fellow men,
his infirmities, his fnends found an ample counter-
poite in the generous sincerity of his nature. Ha
pever thought of diguisiag his opinious, and he Ab-
horred all cisgutse in o hers; he did not even
to ute that show of regard toward those of whom
did not think well, which the world tolerates and
almost demands. A manly expression of opinlon,
however different from his own, commanded his re-
spect. Of his own works, he spoke with the same
freedom as of the works of others . and never hesls
tated te express bis judgment of 4 book for the rea-
son that it was written by himself : yot he could
bear with gentleness any dissent from the estimate
be placed on his own writings. His ol was
like tke bark of the cinnamon, a rough and astring-
ent rind without, snd an intense sweetness within.
Those who penetrated be'ow the surface found a
gevial temper, warm aflections, and a heart with
ample place for his friends, their pursuits, thewr good
pame, their welfare. They found him a philantaro-
plat, mou’h pot precisely aiter the fashyon of the
duy ; & religious man, most devout where d
1# most apt to be a feeling rather than a cusiom.
the household circle , hospitable, and to the extent
of his means, liberal hanced in acts of charity, They
found, also, thet though in general he would s soon
have thought of giving up an old friend as of giving
up 0 opinion, he was not proof against testimony,
ard could part with a mistaken opinion as ot:mru
withan old friend who_has been proved faithlase
ard ynworthy. Inshoit, Cooper was one of those
who to be loved, must be intimately known,

Of bis Hterary character [ have spoken lirgely in
1Le rarrative of his hife, but there are yet one or two
temusrks which must re made to do 1t justies, In
1hst way of writing in which he excelled, it seems
to we that he united, in & precminent degree, those
qualit'es which erabled him 1o interest the largest
Lumber of readers.  He wrote not for the fasti
the over-refined, \he morbidly delicate ; for these
in his genius something too robust for their |
scmetbirg with which their sensibilitics are
yucely sbaken . but he wrote for mankind nlﬁ
1oy men end women in the ordinary healthfal
of feelipg—ard in their admirstion he found his re-
wird, I is for this cluss that public libraries are
obliged to provide themselves with an extraordinary
yumber of ccpies of his works ; the number in the
Mercantiie Library in this City, I am told, is
li¢nce it ie that he has earned a fame, wider, 1
them any suthor of modern times—wider, ew 4
tben any author, of any age, ever enjoyed in his
time. Al his excellencies are transiatabl
pats readily into languages the least allied
at11us to that in which he wrote, and in them be
iouches the beart and tindles the imagination with
i e sume power as in the original English.

t'co]rm ?l“fl‘ wt;oll. -‘rlmloul h“rl?f + it in some-
times found lurking in the dialogune ol
a1 d of Leatherstocking ; bus it forms nn"m
ble elerment 1n his works, and if it did, ¥ would
have stood m the way of hisuniversal .
tince, of all qualities, it is the most difficalt ﬁ
fuse into a foreign language. Nor did the effeet
produced upon the reader depend olufy grace of
style which would escape a translator of
akiul. With his style, 1t is true, he took great
and in his earlier wnrh. [ am told, sometimes
the proof sent from the pricter, so largely, that they
might be said to be wrilten over. Yet he attained no
special felicity, variety, or compass of e

] slg‘le. however, answered his purpose ; [ has de-
fects, but 1t is manly and clear, and on the
mind of the reader the impression he d to com-
vey. 1 am not sure that some of the very defects of
Cgoper's novels do not add, by a certain force of con-
trast, to their power overthe mind. He is long inget-
Ung at the interest of his narrative, The progress
of the plot, at Grst, is like that of one of hisown ves-
tels of war, slowly, heavily, and even awkwardly
workirg eutof a harbor, We are Impatient and wea-
ry, but when the veszel is exce in sea,
fcels the free breath of heaven in her full sheets, ouy
telight and admiration is all the greater at the grace
the majesty and power, with which she divides and
benrs down Lhe waves and pursues her course, at
will, over the great waste of waters.

Sueh are the works, 50 widely read and so univer-
tully admired, in sl the zones of the globe, and by
men of every kindred acd every I-'o:ﬁna; works
which have made of those who d in remote
lstitudes, wanderers in our forests and observers of
cur manners, and have inepired them with an inte-
1€#t in our bistory. A gentleman who had returned
fiem Europe just before the death of Cooper, was
askea what heé found the people of the Continent
dotrg! *They are all reading Cooper,” he an-
swered. *In the little kingdom of Holland, with
118 three mitllions of inhabitants, [ looked into four
¢ifferent trapelations of Cooper in the language of
the country ™ A traveler, who bas seem much of

tte midcle classes of lialy, lately said to me, “ [ |

found that all they knew of America, and that was
not litt'e, they had learned from vovels
fiom him they had learned the story of American
liberty, aze l.hmu.humlhq bad been introduced
toour Washingtlon : they hed read his works till the
tbores of the Hudson and the valleysof Westcheater,
#rdthe banks of the Otsego lake, had become to
them familiar ground. ™

Over all the countries into whose speech this great
men's works have been rendered by the labors of
Iheir scholars, the sorrow of that loss which we de-
porels diffusirg iteelf. Here we lament the orna-
me Lt of our country, there tiey mourn the death of
m; w?n ceh;‘n;cu mtu human fmc. hEua now,
while [rpeak, the pulre of grief which is passing
thrcugh lge munngu haply just resched vfma re-
mote pelghtorhocd ; the pews of his death has been
brovght to sume ¢wellizg on the slopes of the Andes,
or pmicat the I:f‘ wastes of the porth, and the
dak eyed dameel of Chile, or the fair-haired maid of
Nerway is sad to think that ke, whose stortes of -
1cism snd true love have 2o ofien kept her for hours
frcm her pulow, lives no more.

He is gere, but ibe ereations of his genies, Axed in
livizg words, survive ke frail malerial organs by

v hich tbe words were fires traced. They
af u middle nature, between the ethereal mﬁ'::i:.' |

lets mind and the cecaying body, of which they are
tke common cfspring, and are, &mh

adurauon, if pot eternal, yet indefnite. The ex-
wwples be hn;‘?snn in lus glorious fictions, of bero-
1'm, boror and truth, of large sympathies between
man and man, of all thal is good, great and excel-
lent, embodied 1n perscnages marked with so strong
an incivicuslity ihal we place lhem among our
friexds and faverites, his frank and generous meo,
his gentle and pob'e women shal lLive through cen-
turies to come, snd only perish with our la ..
I bave suid with our language . but who -am;
when it may be the fate of the English language to
be pumbered with the extinet forms human
speech ' Who shall declare which of the present
lorgues of the eivilized world will survive its fel-
lows! It may be that some one of then, more for-
tunate than the rest, will | outlastthem, in some
vudisturbed quarter of tbe globe and in the midstof
& pew civilizaticn. The creations of Cooper's
geniue, even now transferred to that lungunge, may
remain to be the delight of the nations through une-
ther great cycle of centurles, beginneg after the
Ergiish lapguage and 1ts atlendans form of eivillza
tion shall have passed away.

The follewing are among the Letters
frem distinguished men, declining the invitation
to be present at the commermoralive exercises of
this cecesion

FROM THE HMON. LEWIN CASS
Wasninoron Crry,

Dear 81:: I hafv‘e received your letwes
1 it mg me, 0 he Bame of the Commitles, 0
;Lo marting pioposed to we held for the ?,;.235';3‘-3
1he mecesrnry arrangements for l“n‘-lgl‘ demosstration
of reepeet (ur the memory of Jumes Fesimore (O r.

Leavset be with you on that ceeanion, but it will 5ot be
fribe 'xt of un:ct fur his memory a5 4 gan gyl asae
sulbor, would be idie for me Lo speuk of nig lier
Beriis and his ome  His countiy wed tue world acks vwi-
tcge and njpreciaie his elaiwe, sid the 1od: ctioas of sie
e bime will go cownm 10 posterity among the notlest efars
of the sge. 1 shal nes v be detained bese, but |

ton werthy efthe eountiy, srd o Bim who Lhough paw
toae, wiil ever live /n 1he Bisiory of hamas rening,
T am, very sespectinl y, your obediont “é'
Lewis s

| Fev, Dr Guisworn.
FROM HANRY w. LONGFELLOW, E8g,

UAMBRIDGE, Mase,

My Dear Sin: Iif anyihing could

. me away frem omy fends &' thine Id season, ik
| your f1 or asd Lhe cocasion whieh

Tt wounld pyemevers o 1 core
3th, to hear My Boyaut's Lison
| hener to Cooper's mem v The oo

I

deb. of gra o, and &l w of
shopshould show the = s g i l--::
| »o country of Europe »! ie pame of Loiper was net
famalissly kmown. I oome of them e stande as alm ot
| aolarepresantative <[ cur i woatuie; and knowing m
| #hould take grest delatt i litening to his Eulegy from
| the lipaof Brysal Ba, sius’ my College

aresw i paralive, thar [ canict el away ad agon,
cveem foraeonple of dars  Visy sapren Tegrels to youn
Crmmites, s d be * 5l »
Yerymoeerely yunis
Rev Dr. GriswoLp
FROM NATHANE

Heaxy W, Losarsiiow

AW THORNE, ESg
; WEST NEwron,
Dear 81 I greatly regret that eireum-
slscees remder it imposnibie for mw o be o 1he oo
| easom of Mr. Bryant s cu:- rrein h-uw_ 'ﬂl-.
0L ecper. Noowautasa be ef right to be present than
Byrell, il masy yeanof neere and nuwavarmg ads
mustion of Mr, o t's ®riaage cam sstabluh &
Inte l'n‘!!!,-l;"oolmnl he catnesness with wiicd the
| Wfeinry mown f curvousy uniie B ReRor W
| deeanend | itmy ® ﬁ“nf hege xm‘.a:
Thweyen o Lha public at Amencan temtare

bewc _vllh' segilie & weig nd valos whioh sere
ol fue beem conce el ot Time and desth have bogun
1o hallow it Yery res ao.;ui'nlly Jours, -
NaTi'L. Hawrgoass

Rav Kovvs W. Gruwvorn Sec'y, Be.
FROM RALPH waALDO BMERSOM.
g CoNoomo, M,
Dear Sie: I am very vawiliing ta logg
the cecasion you offsr me Vo h of hearing the celedrauog
of Mr Coopot's genios. vid ol mesting with s

celient persvns who wini 10 hunir bis memory, -
Q-I;.‘I"OIU:HI. :h.,llu.h n: un... n:l.l.bt. u.l‘! lr ?d,.z

I never had the good {40

baye, b Cunimen wilh &l
| old debt 1o hum « [ ha . ou Jhe
| the Pioneers. And, iemember the uaanavy

which that mational nove! was gronted, | poresive iy

whole pcpalabion e ute o0 il vyour devign, lnln-s
diffculiyofthe Commic e« » . be, Dot Bow o drw, '

h..w lu.ﬂ\:::. .

mm suggastion ol

YAl lll,':ll‘l:}_‘ ahall be .lu..-;-_ul 1 av :

el img my contriv ntou, whey ¥ ¥
1 1 :&lw‘,.,‘un-hdwm sorraal, l.# P
1 .‘. RiSwOLD, ke. 4
VROM ED WARD W, DANA, . "
Gexrieyex . The invitation te be pees-
| omt &t the meeting sppoin‘ed for the evening of Wb,
reached mv & fow days sinee -

1 ceeply tearet that 1t will not beis my pawer o make
ome 1a the Lumber sf those who will ewas
thair trbute of reapeot 1o the memery of the Inie
Fuumr Cooper. Whils somstting more thas :

wag shown to e by Mr. Cvoper, Bis made his loss ke &
private grief to me, [ 2 aware thal ihers

whose fenlings must be the same with i
't wewle be gravetnl tome 1f, (e them, T osad ny
luoundr ra-*'ln Pl .LE;:-;:::..“ offsria g 1o thavae
comman o bjacr of our regre’

As we u.’m o, our excled adnsration ‘MIMP
perhaps, vo lens junly spprelenuve thau al Y
cown, and ouz thoughls o foener townrd Lhe
twte of tbe unp. dlse K oo
| wivrred he tn! agyearnkce o 3

M.d".l.f wan wih bis woark- for (hen sar
were few, 5.1 what they wiote hrodght them
wiezess sid | leof individuni'y belure our
bave il since thal Cime (b emdod Lhe jores s with
- N

o to see Mr. Coupen ; bt |}
wii wh &
i ppeak Saslan

ing & stntue
A gVYe e

wree

*

presest

sl paiinu wi ki bomooves the conr. Dat do we
SERUCH B i # as tEE0) towe more (o dwell W
i

waun'y, snw gk that salf-rel

e vl I’h-u mwRE W) W wea.

rous £ . yo Tac : wl Lhe poople,

Lhey ] demras ! .
Wie hurble, chlal ke trost, shiniag out ls the

'}

tl=h| a0 b m@men o no flow mapirit, which ment wih

wpas it snedn Lo @ glans “tght thios, he

ehadows of dun'h und e va waloh foe
And wtbere pu. somataisg hossliuliat

" st assenbling ol ¢ Ili:lnﬂll! |:. " g
J€ 40 pacred an thiat of Woharikg o

r.::l.-ﬂ::vr'u't makes he o osest brotheihood,

i The diving Lve im Lorn, of they would pass in
» 'nh"n:ol sympaihy and regerd, [am, ges
ched ent v ant, Hin'on B :
ToBITe-HREERE HaLLR noand RUrus W, Guiawo :

1elRtlen

CUALLES SUMNER, 2
WasilisuTon, Feb. 0t, IR

YLl MUN

My Dear Sin: It 18 uot in n’
in be presont st the propossd demomsiratios in
uf the gate Blr. Cocper  Hut L am giad of the
affrded By the 1y ntion wth wiich T have boon
Co expiess my fegard for e mame sud my joy t

| Hodand nroe . .

Ar an au hor of clear avd manly pro.e, & 8 po
e bife uf sornenon and wid ces, ws o master of the
to bumen fee'ivgs Liud an & honetics ni oontriby
uxﬂnl Ivid |‘| uv;]- [ f

purrivt who | "
llulu';, '!rhu slvasoed 1is cus woter abrosd, sad
anits won for it the anwiling regard of foreign

& deperves a pluce inthe hea vaol the Ametions

1 have sren bis wokeon cities of Frasce, lu.lz
masy. Jaall theso cousbiles be wus roud an
Thus by bis irn American tolsivention was

oly ard trivmphant y earviod inio the
"ULRTTUAY T8

l‘:“:nmm: hom we exalt Hierstare sad the

arts of pesce Our coupiry will laarn

your demorstratl nthat thero are glorvies

O rve tha ' omor 80 b4, dest olr

el amor  demr "
Your obedleat !

 RBev. Rurvs W, ORisworn, Becrelary. mels

RHODY ISLAND.

The Leghslaturc—Political Frespects,
| Correspondence of the N. Y. Tribune.
] Provioexcs, R. 1., Wednesday, Feb. 25, 1858,
On Friday of last week our Legisiatare
ended its second week's session, having ageeme
plished an unusually small amount of business
for the time. A few important bills e,
most of the legislative time of the two
and the remainder was devoted to political
Isying and preparations for the Bpring Elestion.
The * Maine Law * was a troublesome affair for the
politicians. It firet came up in the Honse, where
not more than six Total Aostimence men could be
found among the whole number. Ouxe of these, Mr.
| Thomas Davis, (the husband of Mrs. P. 8. W. Darish
who has lopg been known as an advocate of Tem=
perance and a rigid cold-water man, for inside and
oul, took & very strange position on the subjechk’
Probably mo member of the Democratio party in the
House had so much influence sgainst the bill as Me,
D.; not that his arguments were sirong, for they
ware weak, and o' far less real foree than those of
Mr. Currey (Whig) of this city, who made by far
the most reasonable speech against it. Mr, Speakor
Bosworth (Whig) also used his influence sad made
l s powerful speech against it. This was on the firsh
ut which time the bill was lost

try. whoill

| trial for its passage,
by six majority.
| Mr. Porter, (Opp. 8enator,) & Bon of Fe nperince
| and am eloquent lecturer on Temperancs, was ul the
head of the Judiciary Commitiee la the and
although he was auxious for the passage of ihe
Maine Law without any conditions, thoughs the next
best thing would be to pass ik with & proviso submil-
$ing it to the people . and he mo:du“l‘ introduced
the bill I’uu sulaclaw;uwmé ia %.:" ;
| powerful opposition, i enator Greene (
| E’u city ()ate a U. 8. Senator) made & very powerful
| srgument agalust the consiftalionaiity of such &
| course, It was cne of the best arguments [ ever
listened to. 1t afforded & capital exense for not op=
pusing the bill 1self. Tre person who oconpies the
offiee of Lieutenant-Governor ot.pldu. Not-
wtibibstardicg this, and that ‘Mr. Porser wis the
oily speaker in its favor, the bill passed the
Sepale, where there were probably not fous real
col¢-water men. ‘This threw ihe responeibility on
the Whig House, and after anothes lengthy deoate,
tbey struck out the clause sabmitting it to the
People, snd passsd the Maine Law withoas condls
tions! The Benate now nad to * face the music.”
A majority of the Judictary Committee recom 3
a pon-copcuirence Mr. PorTEr presented s Mi-
RoOTIty ncm:n reenmmenting a concurtence. OR
’ this preposition,

Li. Gov. Lawrence delivered him- .
sell of one of the mo*t remarkable and unique
spieches on 1ecord, which The Journal of tus ety »
had the cruelty to publieh in full, al h the Op-

" mﬂll were more humane or |3

| ::'pem;l gth has not deterred you from reading i, *

| asit appeared in The Jownal l{u instructive,

| 1 have Lo doub: the Pecple will proft by it in

| Gen. Greens also made anolher consiitutional ar-

t sgalmst the mams provisions of the bill;
L they were weak when compared to his

| ment against submitiing tie law to the . )
ter a very lexgthy debate, the Senate r to

cur with the House in their amendments, and the

went baek to the House. After another debate Liers,

(hiey voted to innst on their amesdments,

i wentto the Senate, aud they voled to

théir vote of non-concur with the Honse,

sgain eent it back. Toe Houss then vo'ed
adlere to Whelr amen ierts, and returned it to

Bevnate, where, of courss, it died a nataral

Lt:th: l':" kl :;l ne ug. from n.;n;iu untutl..’
L] € y itical demagoguss

c:-ui:l.uul all 1{? vitality had left it

c&p beno just way of making iy ea

iLe way this law was treated.  The disgrace of Kill-

ing it belongs to no party but the Rum P‘{m"""

pored of sides in politics But the w mat-

ter is pow referred to the Peopla in a way that wilk
inttie s success sno el forcement. Mr C. Webs
tler, who has edited The Daily Post ever since %
commencement, and who 15 a man of anility and
much iufluence in thn State, has resigued his place

25 Editor, axe taken the feid a1 an advocate of the

Mame Law., S0 yousce the People urs nottobe

dishexrtened by the cowardice or knavery of

itiars. They will Lave men in tae next Legisia=
tue who wiill dare 1o act
The bill to abolish Imprisonment for lﬁ 4

which had passed the Senate at a previous A

sion, wudn&lndln 1t House without a call of the &

Ajyes and Noes, 80 completely is Hunkerism Lo

S




