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Busineos Notices.

i P I e At

{xpia Rumper BOOTS AND OVERSHOES. —A
chobee assortment of Ladies’ and Gestlemen's Isoia Rumsse
BooTs atwl Stoks—a light aud bosutiful ersicle n.;i:f..-;u::

s prossl City tradmetust pocaived and o1
""mdﬁ Iill Hobemas, New-York [adis Rubber
WareLouse, No, # Uniden-duns, rorner of Nom\,u .

e Wt at
the balance «Drmtl'ﬂ.mv Dua:{l Funs, we offir

ther et from tice date Leany k Cn.,
s gy Hattere, Antor-Howse, ’_r-:mltu.

Rupnrr l?mm—-bndi;'. Gentlemen's and
Children's. The best article mannfhe tured may F-:_uh:r'wol_
and the lowest possible price ouly eharged, at the (looDyEn
Rosses Duror, No M5 Brosdway, between Werren and
1 haznberaats

RIxGER'S SEWING MACHINES,—Our liberal and
Airieabd of our new and [siest improved
Bewine sfacuines for old Mackines of every kind, Is balled
with pleasmre by hundisda The Avery, Wilson, Girover k
Baker, Hunt, Dorras and othae inferior Mackinos ase coming
br.ﬁd}, to bn nxchanged. The clance for s grofitable bar
& great GLe. A?lr at onr New-York offfce pereonaliy,

or by leties. I M. Bivers & Co., No, 15 Hrosdway,

A WORK on the Hiatory, Prevention aad Cure
of the Chrovic Disesses of the Respiratiry Circalatory, Digaes
tre, Becrotory and Absorbent (including the wlacds aod niw ]
Kervous aud Motor Systerus of the Huumss Eeonomy.

Twg PuiLosorny or Livise ; Or, The way to Ewuy Life and

Comforta, aud to escure Longevity. .

With swmerous Eogravings ::.wm’;:-‘:ha“ru.on ;ixrﬁ-.m of

Lwman organism. B . EATH oy
- : 4 No, 050 Brosdway, New York.
The sbove lutroduciory work oo € Lrowss Diseascs aud Paline-
Cousumiption, thelr Prevention and Trestmeut, ls now
:3, and bo sent to any address free of chaigs. '
Patieuts st s distance cao covanlt Dr. Huar by lettor, sta
Ing thair cases fally. Office hours, B 1o d

Herna. —Only Prize Medal awarded to MARSH
& Co, the Industrinl Exbibition of all Natious, fur their
Pavest Hapicat Curk Tauss. Also, the Faiw of the Ao
enn Tuatitute swarded the Firet Premium to this Trues in 1954,
References 8a 10 (ta superiorty—Profossors Vale Mott,
Willard Parher and John M, Carsochan,  Au cu iet of
nownes of wercantile wnd other gentiomen eured by o
may be soen ar Maksh & Co's, No. 24 Malde:-lane, Sew-York,
ur.nﬁ’luw.f"'kn.anm o.. No 5 West dth-at, Clucinnni, OLio.
Crpon frowm § o'eloek s ik wutl) ho'elock pom.

‘ HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT AND  PILLS.—Tle
ot bax of luis Holloves the Pope w visnd the use of theas
Medicines o 1855 for & seorbutic e i of & eErges Lature,
e wan completely cared No skl see ean long withstand
their rombined bealing infinence. Sold st the mannfactories
No, 80 Maiden laue. New-York, No. 244 Strand, London, sud by
all druggists, at 25 conte, 024 centa and $1 per pot or box.
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The weather continues severely cold, the mereury
ranging some distanoe below zero. The sleighing
is very fine, though not mony people venture to
brave the frost to enjoy it. Our dispatehes show
that it lme been severely cold almost everywhere in
the East, North, and West.

=

The stesmship Atlantie, from Liverpool for this
port, is now in her twelfth day out, aud is there-
fore nearly due. Her news will be to the 20th alt.,
one week later thau that by the Canada arrived at
Hulifex on Tuesday.

- -
We learn that Mr. Parker H. French, ihe Plui-
potentinry of Gen. Walker, the coniqueror of
Nicarsgua, is to be arrested this mornivg on »
Bench warraut from the United States Distriet
Court, for a viclation of the nentrality liws,

- -

The infoction of dlsagreement upon presiding
officers has reached our City Board of Education.
Twenty-twounsuceessful ballots were had last night,
and then the Bourd adjourned to "Wednesday next.

- - —_

The Brooklyn Common Council sueceeded in
eloeting s President at the rdjourned meeting Inst
night. The choioe fell npen Edward T. Hack-
house, Whig, who was eclected on the fortieth
ballot. He received nineteen votea out of the
thirty-cight east.

- -

The Catile murket yesterday exhibited the effeets
of the greut snow-storm upon failroad transporta-
rion, us woll ox how dependent we bave hecome up-
on this mode of conveyance for oug weekly supply.
vntil after three o'clock, there were only =00 hul-
locks in the pens, while there were over o thou-
sand head in the cars, that were delsyed on the
roada. One of the Harlem trains reached Forty-
fourth street after two o'clock, with about 200 of
600 head on the road, due in the morning or night
before.  The others were expected some ¢inwe after
that. The R00 in the pens had heen previously
nearly sll sold at 11 and 12 cents generally, for all
that were fit to kill. The lowest number in the
pens any day last year was =54, and the average of
each market day was 1,575, and the weekly av-
erage in the city, ! o5 bmlloeks., It ix in the
memory of some of the men still in the catile-selling
business, of a time when ecight hundred beeves
would glut the market.  In speaking of the small
number of bullocks om sale vesterdsy, a hale and
hearty gentleman present, who is still engaged in
the notive business of life as o very large pucker of
beof and pork, related an ancedote very illustra-
tive of the growth of New-York, and the condition
of markets now and forty-five years ago. e was
then engaged ss a drover, and on his way to the
oity met some of the principal drovers at West
Farma, in Westohester County, where it was sseer-
tained thore would be 800 beaves in wmrket that
week. It was alio known that others were os-
peeted fefm Dutebess County, und it wai agroed
to hire an expross to ride back that night, * with.
out sparing horsefesh,” 1o stop these entile from
coming down, ns & greater number than eight hun-
dred, it was thought, would so glut the market
that prices would be ruineus to owners, At that
time ten cents would have been ruinons to huyers,
Now, nothing fit to cat sells so low as that,  Thess
drovers were alarmed ot the prospoct of having
800 boeves for sale in the city at one time.  Now,
butchers are slurmed at the short nll]’lpl}' O
sioned by a report that three times that wumber in
n week, or twice cight huhdred in s #ingle dsy, are

all that will be effered.

-

A dreadful sccident ooeurred on the  Hudson
River Railroad yesterday, beiug the first very
sertous one sinee the road was made,  The Albany
morning train for New-York had stopped two milvs
below Poughkoepsie in consequence of some defiet
in the track, and while standing there was run into
by the Poughkeepsie train fur New-York.  The
rear ear of the Albany train was demolished, oue
wan and two women killed, and more than s dozen
wthers injured, some of them seriously.  We give
by telegraph and otherwise all the particulars thet
could be gathered lust night.

—
We give in another coluinn a dispateh from our
correspondent at Washington, coutaiving the in-

formation that the Administration bave categori-
cally demsnded the recall of Mr. Crampton, and
st the same time have intimated to ths British
Government that the exequatur of Mesers. Bar-
clay, Mathew, and Rasyeroft, are te be withdrawn,
If Mr. Ceampton is @0t recalled, his passports
wll be given to him, This step we huve all nlong
suticipated.
R

A spicy ocorrespondence between  the Moo
RICHARD W, THOMPSON of Indisns and HORACE
GREELEY with respect to the Political History of
the last ten years, sppears ou another page of this
paper. It will reward attention mainly as throw-
ing light ou this question—*"Do the Republicans

stand oow om the platform of tha Northern
Whigs of the Free States in 1346-7-3-07—or do
the so-called ‘Nationsl' Whige more faithfully
embody and refiect the Whig apirit of those

" Whoever reads thia correspondsnce
will find ther+in some plain landmarks to guide
him in the decision of this question.

—Tat us here observe that, while wa yield the
space, we repel most emphstically the olaim of
Mr. Thompson to coeupy our eolumns at auch
length. He had wade and printed a Political
Speech, which is & labored and bitter attack oo
the great mass of Lis old compatriota in the Free
Btates. That specch invited eoriticism, and re-
ceived it in these columns, Here was ne case of
a private man drngged unwillingly before the pub-
lic: gn the contrary, Mr. Thompson volunteered
his appearance as a gladiator and assailant. Wa
have just the same right to demand that onr strie-
tures shall be bound up and cirenlated with his
printed speech as be has that his reply sball ap-
pear in the Tee TRiBUNE.  No matter—his ietter
sppesrs in full in this paper. and we hope it will
attract the attention at lenst of political readers.

THE CAT AND THE MONKETY.
It is now currently stated and generally be
leved that at least the closing part of the Presi-

dent's Message, in which an historieal development
i attempted of our form of government, is not the
work of Mr. Pierce, but of Caleb Cusking, who
is luboring to succeed Judge Taney ns the Chiel-
Justice of the Supreme Court,

Thig probable paternity of that part of the Mes- |
snge both warrnnts snd demands s more particular |
exsmination of it than as the mere offspring of the
Prosident’s own legal and bistorieal studies could
have been rousenably bestowed upon it. Whatever
wight bave been the accomplishments which in-
dueed the Baltimore Convention to confer the
Presideney upon Mr, Pierce, it certainly wasnot
uny special proficiency as a coustitutional lawyer.
Hig county court practice had led him but seldom
in that direction, and his being at one and the same
time almogt equally sn admirer and humble seholar
of Calbonw and Webster, for both of whom as ex-
pounders of the Coustitution, he exprossed the
decpest reverence, is proof enough what a jumble
hie ideas on that subject must have heon. '

A copstitutionsl and bListorical essay, the bous
fide production of Franklin Pierce, would bo en-
titled to protty much the same indulgent eonsid-
eration as » boy's college theme on thut subject;
und the misstatements ond false quotations by
which its reasoning might be vitiated, might fairly
cluim the indulger e of being set down ruther Lo
jgnorsut haste and want of familisrity with the
subject than from any disposition willfully to mis-
represent. But sinee we are to regurd the historical
and legal dissertation appended to the Mossage,
vot aw the prodnetion of the President, but as
having been put into his mouth by Mr. Cushing,
it mingquotutions and misrepresentations may justly
b locked st with very different oyes, and in a spirit
of criticism muck more severe. Mr. Cushing is
well rend in kistory and learned in the law, Mr.
Cushing is Attorney-General of the United States,

in which capacity he has favored the public with a [

great many ex-catbedra legal opinions, beside those
st out in Mr. Pierce's Measage. Huving been a
Judge of the Bupreme Court of Massachuseits,
throngh the favor of the Free-Soil party of that
Stute, with whom be intrigued desperately to get

| eame to be formed o the Temitory of Louisiann, propoe-

that place, deceiving some of the very elect, he
i now intriguing oo less desperately with the |
slavehiolders to get from them the position ex- |
pected soon to be vacant, of Chief-Justice of the |
United States. To be able on oocasionto wis-
quote the Constitution and the statutes may possi-
bly be a reeomendation in the slaveholders’ eyes,
thongh il they are wise men they ought to recol-
Jeet that be who can and will misquote for them,
ern also, oceansion serving, misquote sgaingt theon
But however it may be with the slavebolders, the
people at large will certainly be of opinion that
sueh u habit of wiscitation is, rather o disqualifica-
tion for high judicial office than otherwise.

The lecture which President Piereo, neting os
Mr, Cusbing's wouth-piece, undertakes to rond to
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts on the sub-
ji'l'l of lier Person | liibl‘ﬂ}‘ Law in“‘hll”] founded
upon the following thesis:

“ Ench Stote expressly stipulated, ss well for
itsclf s for each and n!rnf its oitizens, and every
vitizen of eneh Stote beeame wolemnly boand by his
aliegiatoe to the Coustitution, that any person beld to
serviee or Inbor in one State, escaping into another,
should not, in eopseqnence of any law or regulation
theref, be disehnrged  from such servieo or labor, hut
shoulil be deliveres np on claim of the party to whom
stieh service or inbor might be due by the lnws of bLis
Stute.

But in thus uodertakiog to state the constito-
tntional provigion, instead of quotivg the section
uh should have been dene, the Message omits the
most essentinl clause, in which is iovolved one
grent question in dispute as to the constitutionalit;
of the Fugitive Sluve nets, and the obligation of
Massachusctts ond other States to submit to, and
to ald in their enforcement,  The first objection
to these ncts is, that Congress has no power to
legislate on the subjoct st all—the surrender of
fugitives being an obligation imposed by the Con-
stitution not on Congress or the Federal Govern-
ment, but in tering on the States, and therefors
resting wholly with them for its execution.  This
i= # point to which the Message has made no allu-
slon—a very disercet omission, truly, since it is im-
possible to reconcile uoy such assumption of power
by the Genernl Government with that strict lim-
itation of its authority upon which the Message so
strennougly insisis,

The other objeetion to the Fugitive act of 1550
i6 this: that even sdmitting the power of Comgress
to legislate for the return of fugitives, the aet in
sueetion goes far beyond anything which the Con-
stitution conteplated,  The Constitution providea
only for the return of persons held to serviee or
lubor in one State, krder the laws thereof, vsoaping
inte avother; and it is therefore an essentiul pre-
limsinary to the surrendefol anybody, that it should
first be proved, not only that he was held to labor
n ove State and cscaped iuto unotber, but alwa that
Le was held to Iabor wader the laws of the State
whenee he escaped; in other words, not merely
that somebody iuthat State elvimed him and held
him, but that somebody had s legal right to hold
him. Now the Fugitive act of 1550 provides for
the snrender of fugitives from labor, upon the
bare proof—amd ex-parte proof at that—of fight,
aud of the fact of having been beld to labor.
It provides wo means whatever for adjudic
enting the other all-important and  essential
et that the persou so held and so flying
did sctually ewe labor. The Act of 1550, by the
confeasion of sll its juridical npologists, proseribes
no process of adjudiestion, butonly a process of ex-
tradition. The United Btates under that sot lays
ber hond upon & resldent of Masssobusetts, and
without stopping to inquire whether be actually
owes sorvioe to soybody, this man thus unoon-

stitutionally ssizod s dolivered over sa) to som»

South Carolina slavetrader who claims him, to be
carried out of the State, remitting him for the re-
storation of his righta, if he baa any, to the Courta
of whatever State the elaimant may take him to,
and to the forlorn hope of getting his case befre
those Courts. This is the monstrous Federal
usurpation against which the Massachusetts Por-
aonal Liberty Law is almed—a usurpation f¥
which it is only possible to apologise by first muti-
lating and misqnoting the Constitution of the United
Statea. Daniel Webster set the example of this
mutilsticn and misquotation iu bis speech in favor
of the bill, and, though public attention was re-
peal.rd]] called to the subject on that oceasion, the
concoctors of the Message find it necessary to re-
pent the same cheat. Fraud in itself ia base enough,
but frand and petty lareeny combined are odd rec-
cmmendations for s seat upon the bench, to which
which Mr. Cusling aspires.

Another mierepresentation of the law,.put for,
ward by the Message as o basis of argument, ro-
lates to the probibition of Slavery in the territory
porth-west of the Ohio. The Message, at the
commeneement of its npology for the Kansas-Ne-
braska bill, makes in referenee to that subject the
following statement:

“ The ordinance for the Government of the Ter-
ritory north-west of the River Ohio bad con-
tained » provision, which probibited the use of sor-
vile labor therein, subject to the condition of
the extradition of fugitives from serviee d i
any other part of the United States. Sabee
quently to the adoption of the Constitution, this provi-
fiun censed to remain as s law; fur its operation as
&1 ch was absolutely supe 8 d 4 by tle Constitation,
Bot the recollection of the fart excited the zenl of

eorinl propagandism in mome sections of the Confedera.
tion; and when n scoond State—thal of Missouri—

sition was made to extend to the Intter Territory the
reatriction ongivelly applicd to the country situated
between the rivers Do and Missisippi.”

The evident and intended implication of this pas-
sage plainly is, that from the adoption of the Con-
stitutien down to the adoption of the Mizsouri
Cempromise in 1920, thire was no law of the
Ugited States in force prohibiting Slavery in any
of the Territories. But, without stopping to dis-
ek the question of the effort of the adoption of
the Federal Constitution on the legsl binding furce
of the ordinances of the Continental Congress—
though Mr. Pierce may be ignorant, Mr. Cushing
wust bamwell aware, that one of the acts of the
first Congress rednacted in oxpress terms she per-
petual prokibition of Slavery north-west of the
Obio. 8o drops the pretense and so is exposed
the willful falsehood of putting forward the Mis-
souri Compromise s having been the first aet of
Cougress in which was contained any restriction
on Slavery in the Territories.

FPoor Mr. Pierce ! Heremindas us of nothing but
the miserable eat in the tuble in the hands of the
ruthless monkey, that eared nothing whose hands
were burnt in raking bis (the monkes's) chestnnta
out of the fire.

THE CENTRAL FPARK.

We publish in another column n conmunication
from n source which we deem proper to say is of
the wost respoctable character, intimating nothing
less than that eertoin judges of the Supreme Court
lave conspired to defest the publie will in the mat-
ter of the Central Park, This iz a grave imputs-
tion, and, we are sorry to say, appears not to be
without justification in the faets of the case. It is
well known to our readers that the establishment
of this Park was secured throngh o powerful mani-
feetation of the publiec desice for it.  The vast me-
jority of the citizens of New-York, and among
them the mest intelligent and far-secing, were of
opinion that s metropolis stich aa this is destined to
be, ehould have s great public place for the recreation
and health of the masses of its residentas and in coms
plisnce with this feeling the net for the laying out
of the Park was passed by the Logislature.  Some
of the most eminent gentlemen of the commumity,
men like Mr. Kent snd Me. Bradizh, were appointed
to muke the necessary mssesstents; aad how equit-
able and autisfuctory was theirgencral spportioninent
wny be judged from the fact that when the work
was completed, the press of the eity, without an
execption, ineluding journals of the most untago-
pistie views on ahoost every other subject. were
unsnimous in commending the action of these
Comminsioners, and in congratuluting the publie on
the cheering prospect that this maguiticeat publie
ground would pow at last be added to the Blessings
and sttraetions of the eity. It would seem, how-
ever, that they reckoned without the judges of the
Supreme Court,

According to the Aet estublishing the Park, the
pasessment rolls of the Commissioners must be
couflimed by a Judge of the Bupreme Court, aud
to that Court they were accordingly carried, The
hearing was first appointed for the 15th ult., but

when that duy arrived, it was postponed to the
224, then to the 24th, then to the 26th, then to the
LBth, and g0 on.  Oue day vone of the Judges were |
preseut, the next day some other oxeuse was |
found, at the same time that mysterions givinge-out
from partics bostile to the Park, to the effect thet
it would be squelched by the Judges, eams to the
ears of its friends. At last, all other members of |
the Supreme beneh being out of the way, Judgs |
Roosevelt wis found not ouly ready but will- |
ing to hear the matter. DBut a8 he had au |
indircet, if not a diceet, peconiary interest l
in the case, Mr. Dillon, who, as Counsel |
to the Corporation, wos charged with the |
duty of conducting the affair, folt himself bound
tef protest agninst that judge baving snything to do |
with its decision. Iu ordinary cases, the simple |
illggt’ttith of such an obstscle. is l'm;ush: the
natural delicaey of a judge diciating that heshould
never sdjudicate 8 question in respoet of which
the swspicion of personal iutercst on his part 4
preeible. Such a focling, however, dovs not ap- |
perr to be one of the virtues of Judge Roosevel. |
Instend of promptly deelining o act in the cass,
he benrd Mr, Dillon’s protest, and then took the |
matter under advisment, This made aunth.-.-.}
;-djl urument, but strunge to #a¥. when his deel- |
sien eame, it did not even allude ©o the poiot raised I
|
|
|

by Mr. Dillon, and noither denied nor admitted that
be wis peenniarly iutercsted.  Instead of this, the
Judge discovered a new poiut, which was that the
mutter might be heard before u special tarm of the 9
full bench. ineluding himsclf with al] the other |
Justices of the Court.
This special term came up on Monday last, the |
7th inst., nnd then agaio Mr. Dillon protested |
aguinst Judge Roosevelt's sitting in the case, on |
the same ground of penwonal interest,  Opee mors |
that Judge exbibited the same peculiar feeling— |
whether of delieaey, or obstinate determination to
kive 8 haod in the devision, we do not nndertake |
to say—which be had previonsly manifested; and
instend of his st once withdrawing, the question
waesguin taken into advisemeat, and put over to
soother day. That day was yesterday, and when
Mr. Dillon appeared, he found Judgs Cowles slone
present, who informed him that the Court desired
to hear an argrment on the question of Judge
Rocsevelt's interest, sod that it must go over sgain.

| where there are

That argument is sppointed for the 21st instant,
when it will perbaps be disposed of. But we think
it will strike everybody ss not s very sdmirable
proceeding that argument should be thought naces-
sary, or even proper, on such a question. Even if
Judge Roosevelt eammot be proved to he directly
interested in the laying out of the Park, it is well
knewn that beis a large property owner in that
part of the city, and this alone, we think, should
antisly him, ssit will satisfy the publie that he
ought to keep aloof from this adjndiestion. In
fuct, of all the Judges now on that beneh, there is
only one against whom the suspicion of internst or
prejudice enpnot, to some extent, be entartsined.
We refer, of course, to Judge Cowles, who, as
peither # lopg-stunding resident nor o property-
Lolder in the city, would doubtless approach the
ense with perfect impartiality.  He is evidently
the most proper wan to dispose of the matter; or
if be cannot undertake it, some Supreme Judge
from the country should be specially appointed for
the purpose, All that we ask is that the case
should be fairly and impartially settled: and so
much the publie certainly bave o perfect right to

demand.
e S — R ——.

POSTN VERSUS PROGRENS,

Whst is that institution which we call & Post?
According to Noah Webster it is ** 8 messenger or
« g earrier of letters and papers; one that goes at
i stated times to convey the mail or dispatches.”
The same vminent authority adds that ** this sense
o glso denotes fixedness,”  But this is not all, for
there is still another definition—+* post, 8 Latin
** preposition, signifying after.”  Such are the an-
thentie weanings of the word, and it must be grati-
tring to the enrious student of philological precision
to know that the institution, as it exists in these
United States, perfeetly embodics and exemplifies
them all. €0 much, at least, is clear from the
recent Anousl Report of our Master-General of
the Post. I that lumineus document we see that
the establishmont, over which he presides, is *a
s pnrrier of letters and papers; " i type of * fixed-
ness,”’ showing no signs of progress; and eer-
teinly o great way “after " or behind the times,

We bave slready eommented npon sote of the
positive feults of this Report. Its sins of omission
are, however, equally glaring and far more blame-
worthy, and those we now propese fo notice,
In the first place, it advizes no amelioration what-
pver in onr wretehed postal system.  Tn faet, dns-
ing the whole period of Judge Campbell’s terin of
offec—nenrly three years—he has neither recom-
wended to Congress, nor carried out in his official
capaeity vue single improvement of any conse-
quence.  He has, however, by way of eomn-
pensation, proeured the passage of several laws
seriously detrimental both to the business of
the country and to au efficient postal serviee.
He cluims, indeed, to have done something to-
ward hringing shout a better distribution scheme
at distributing offices,  'We will give him his due,
and acknowledge that he has made the plan of dis-
tribution more complete and o little more ays.
tematie, but it i merely an extension of sn old
plan, It csnnot claim originality. He has also
procured the passage of a law detaining, opering
and destroying all letters that happen to be mailed
witheut payment of postage, by which meaus one
willion two hundred thousand letters snnually are
prevented from reaching their proper destinations.
This zame law, moreover, will frequontly entirely
stop the mails in consequence of the otlices getting
ont of stamps, und thus throw the business of
the wation into the hands of express com-
panics. It will ulso operate with grost hardship
on the soitlers of our frunticrs.  Moreover, this
law takes away from the Post-Office at Jeast
five hundred thonsand  dollars of ite aonual
inceme, nud that, too, at the very time when the
Department is greatly in need of funds,  We
hazard nothing in predicting that just as cortain
a8 the financial year rolls round to July, 18556, the
wimmual Posinl revenve will be half’ o millivn dol-
lura le#s than it would have been hat for this law,
uotwithetanding the inercase of postage rates to
sud from Califemia,  This prediction may in due
time be verified or fulsifid, pe the case may be,
by comparing the actual insomwe with what it
would have been, aocording to the ordioacy in-
erease of past years.

The Postmaster-Geoersl  also prosured  the
passnge of a law raising postages from six to ten
cents on all letters going over three thonsand miles,
Tlis is both unjust to the citizens of our Pacific
coaet, anud is a wessure of bisd puliey, as it puerpotu.
ates wud inereases the ireegularitica in our postal
rates, and creates on actual extra expense of a
willion of dollars & vear that wonld not have been
incurred with uniform postage,  He bas further-
v e procured the passage of the law for register-
ing letters—a complete farce, protending to carry
ou its fiee @ guarsnty of sufiety, while it is no
guaranty st all, but a dircet swindle, Having
thus shown what the Postmaster-Goeaeral has we-
tually perfurmed, let us now see what he has not
done,

He has not advised the abolition of franking, o
systemy the iniquity of which ia neknowladged
everywhere, It saddles au expense of millions on
the Pest-Office, keeps the Department ou the verge
if banlimph-}', and h} ité eoonwous burden fur-
uisbies 8 pretest for preventing extensiong of mail
serviee to ull purts of the Union.  He has not ad-

| vised # npiforu rate of postage, & measire that by

its mere veoncany and convenicuce would effect an
ennnal savieg of nearly & million of dollars, ead
which with the sbolition of franking, would ailow
of & unitorm ‘rate of postage of two cents, snd
wonld entirely support the Departwent.  He has
not wdvised Congress to establieh letter-eorriers
and receiving houses in eitics and towns, a measure
in operation iy vearly every nation in Burope, asd
which. a5 is well known, completely supports iteelf
without any extra charge, and is 8 great conven-
irnce to the people, while it also pays s largs profit
to the Post-Office.  He has not sdvised Congress to
poes 8 law establishing & mouey-order system for
safety in remitling woney—a system that bas loog
been  practicsd
Bpain, Prussia,
Britain, and s

“l[h entire sucoess 1o I":'HDC".
the German States and Great
greatly needed in this country,
mailed annually over ninety mill-
ions of dollars.  He has not proposed a law re-
yuiring all dead letters to be petumed to their
writers. He has not proposed a simpl fiestion and
reduction of rates of postage on printed matter,
while the expeuse of muil carriage is now foar
times the price charged by exprossee.  He has on
the contrary advisd » mising of the rates on the
poor man's Lewspaper, 8 measure that eould wot
possibly ndd balf & million to the postal income,
wlile four times this amount is wided to its ex-
proece by the franking iniguity.

There is after sll nothing so very strange in this
state of our Posts]l Bystem. Indeod, it is worth
noting thot there is a complote uniformity in one
perticuler in the whole history of postal affair,

"::’““‘ o the reliol of the garrison st
Wﬁmﬁmﬂ oo™ DEYOr Waa 8 aingle im-

vostal system in the
an
provement of note im any »"" " % the Ger-

world that owed its origin or €Uk

erument or bead of the Pewt-Office. Ilt would
cecm to be s fatality that offiginl position bogets
official stupidity. William Dockanrs, 80 enterpris-
ing citizen of London, waa the original inventor of
letter-carrying. King James ousted him as soon
18 he could profitably do so, considering that he
owned the Poat-Office, and, therofors, I8 profits
should rightfully aeerue to himself alooe. John
Palmer, » theater-manager, started the system of
wail coaches in the place of borse and foot posss.
His improvements were met with every kind of
o ficial obloquy and abuse until long after his plan
wi proved successful, and he himself was beg-
zared; and it was not until his country’s treasury
had resped millions by bis system that be reccived
any reward. The oppesition to Rowland Hill and
his plan of uniform penny postage is known to
every one. The obstacles thrown in his way by
two General Postmasters, the false report and con-
sequent disgrace and discomfiture of the Secretary,
sre mere ordinary official incidents—the normal
obstacles strewn in the path of & volunteer re-
former. .

We would not, however, be supposed to condemn
cverything in the Postmaster-General's Roport.
Far from it, 1t has one particularly cloguent,
we hod slmost said touching pnssage. For
sirregularities,” exelaims the Poatmaster-General,
< ag well as for real delinguencios, the Department
is constantly made the subject of reproach.
« Where there is good geound of complaint this is
s pxpeeted; but it is apparent that there in a too
« ready disposition on every oecasion of sotual or
< presumed slight derangement in the machinery
“of the maila, to reflect upon the Department;
“thereby, in g greater or less extent, impairing
v its efficiency. The postal establisbment is one in
< which every citizen is most deeply intereated,
vund all should sid in rendebing it as perfoct as
« possible. Instead of denuncistions in the event
 of mistake, carclessness or neglect, as a gen-
vornl rule, cortainly the wiser eonrse would be
st to adviso the department of the wrong com-
v mitted, and leave it to apply the remedy.”

To this burst of official sensibility we kuow of
uo better reply, nor one from a more appropriste

souree than may be fonnd jn some suggestions to
the public, put forth a few months since by Row- |
Jand Hill. **The sharp and watehful oriticism of
i the public eye,” sayx this enlightened reformer,
w pven though it be sowetimes founded in & mis-
i tuken view, is far from being an evil to any De-
« pertment of Governmeut: none ean expect im- |
“ munity from it,  And probably the Post-Office,
“ the good sdministration of which concerns every
i plnes of the people, and depends greatly upon a
o oare of minnte details, is more likely to reecive
o henefit from it than any other.”

ABOLITION OF RUNKIAN SERFDOM.

A report has been started, and is repeated in
many of the European papers, that among other
cxtraordinary measures to which the Emporor of
Russis intends to rosort by way of supporting him- I
self ageinst the Western Allinnos, is the smaneipa-
tion of the serfs, This report seema to have no other
funndation beyoud mere conjecture, aud we haye
no idea that it is troe; yet it is far from being so
wild or impossible us many other rumors to which
the pending war has given rise.

There is one undeninble mdveutage in the
oue-ton power of the Russion  Government—
a sorh of power which onr Miyor Wood so graatly
admires, and i 50 snxious to apply to the govern-
ment of this eity. It makes the most astonish-
ing reforms possible and  practicable wherever
the autocrat bhappens to be e reformer oither
Ly tempernment or by poliey.  What did not Petor
the Grent effoct toward briug his barburoua Ori.
ental subjects within the pale of Enropean vivilizu.
tion ! And what might not avother Emperor effoct
vidowed with the coursge und inspired by the sa.
gneity of Peter, or even acting under an impulse of
vecessity that might supply the lsck of courage
wind ssgaeity ! We may observe thut in the Grecian
fable, whew the Augean stable is to be cleansed, it
is not done by the vombined efforts of ten thousand,
more or less, of common shovelers, but by the
energetie will amd stalwart arm of a single Her-
enles. It therefore, would not be surprising if, in
throwing off the heavy burden of Slavery, physical
and moral, by which Rusia aidd the United States
are both alike impeded in the race of clvilized pre-
ewinence, despotic Russia should gef the start of
vnr American, hybrid, slave-breading and slave-
trading democracy,

It ia also to be observed that the euwneipation of
the enslaved races of Eurvope, and the elevation
generally of the indnstrions aud productive classes,
ue nguivst the aristocracy of blood, has been for
the most part the work of tho Kings, who have
sought in this way to make fricnds of the misses,
and thus to strengthen themselves against forvign
or domestic foes. Take, for instance, the most
reeent movements of that sort in the countries
bordering directly npon Rusain. The emancipa-
tion of the Prussian pessantry took plice during
the homiliction of that kingdow by Napolesn 1.,
apd woe one of the weans to which the Prus-
viun Conrt resorted to stremgthen itsolf for the
struggle to regein what it had lost.  So the recent
vinsncipation of the Huogarisn end genersily of
the Austrinn peasantry—almost the only net gain
for liberty resulting frowm the late German steug-
gle—wns o measure not origivating lndeed with
the Austrian Government, but adopted by it sa o
messure of political necessity, without which the
intermal resistance to the buperial regime would
bave become too poworiul to be ut all withstood.

Nor has the rule above «tated, that in Western
Europe the monarchical power Les boen the fricnd
of the people as egainst the aristooracy of caste,
failed to hold good in Bussia also. The many im-
portant steps taking in thet country by the crown
toward the liberation sud elevetion of the serfs
nuturnlly suggest the idea of their total emancips-
tion by the same authority. Like gl groat sad
beneficial changes, the emancipation of the Russian
serfe would doubtless be attended by some tempo-
rury inconveniences of & more or less serions
character; but in its ultimate results, it could hard-
ly fail in that great struggle with the Western
Powers of which the present war is one of the in-
cidents, te give Russia & twolvld victory.

At present there sre two points—and most essen-
tlul poiuts, too—in which the Allies have the ndvant-
age of Russin, namely, intelligence and money, su-
periority in the latter being indeed almost the direct
consequence of the former.  Russin in respect
of genernl intelligence snd 'u:(lutrj is in much
the coudition in which Western Europe wus thres
Lnndred years sgo; and the relative position in the
#ocial seale of her laboring populstion, at this mo-

went is wuch the same with the position hald at

~

%hat time by the sboring population of the latter.
Remove this impediment to her careec, and the
superiority of her soil, her great facilities for i
ternal communication and the sdvantags she woald
take of what Western Europe has already doos,
would enable her to move forward st & most rapld
rate. And while Russia would thus rapidly gis
on ber rivals in these two groat matters of intelli.
genee and wealth, she would gain apother vietery
of still greater importance, bocause it would bo &
moral victory over the prejudios, the antipathy,
the hostile feelings of her neighbors. What s i
that makes Russia at this moment the dresd aad
fear of the nations about her ! a dread sad fear
that has precipitated even the cautious, meney-
making, tax-hating English shop-keepers into she
prosent war,  Clearly, it is the immense standing
army of Russia, and the facilities which the system
of serfdom affords for recruiting that army o sa
uplimited extent. It is this immense Russisa ar-
wy, striking terror into all her neighbors, fright-
ening them with the ides of another barbarie
invasion from the North and East, another Cossack
occupation of Paris, that makes Russin the bug-
bear that she is, and which, in making ber neigh-
bors hate her,—even those like Austria, whom she
bas lately helped ont of the quagmire of rovola-
Jution,—more than counterbalances all the strength
which she derives from her armics, Remove this
terror out of the way—abolish that serfdom whioh
forms the basis of the existing military systom of
Russis, and in ceasing to bo the dread of her noigh-
bors she would cease also to be the object of their
hostility.

Nor would the benefita of this great measure be
limited to Russis alone; nor would they display
themaelyes merely in the sphere of the balancs of
power snd of genernl advancement—Rusds and
Western Europe reacting on each other in woalih,
intelligence and civilization. It secms impossible
to sub stitute for the one-man power—by which
under oue modification or another all the great
and mest of the small States of Coutinentel
Europe are governed—anything approaching te eur
Republican system o to the Republican systom of
Grest Britin, until the imwense standing ss
wios of those countrics are got rid of. Se loug
as Russia hangs like u black oloud on the eastora
horizon of Europe with a million of men under
daily drill, nll the other Continental States will be
able to set up the plausible plea of seli-dofonse for
nlso keeping up their standing srinios to the ubmost
Jimit. A change in this respect must begin with

| Russin; und the first step to such a change ia the

wholition of serfdom.
———————————
SOUTHERN PROPHECIES.

For the last thirty years the Sounth has beon en-
goged in holding Conventions for the purposo of
estublishing direct trade with the world, and froe-
ing itself from depeddence upon this eity, Liver.
pool sud London for the salo of ita cotton, snd
upon Manchester and Lowell for the purohase of
its cloth—and yet the dependence becomes mora
complote from day to day. In all this time wa
have had an abundance of words, but no action—
sbundance of seli-glorification and promises of
what the South could and would do, and yot the
South declines in influence from ’u to year—and
doos 80 becnuse her policy is in direot hostility
with her words—the former looking to inoreasing
her dependence, ns she ever is doing, and the latter
looking to diminishing it, all by help of mossares
connseled by the men of Mauchester, who desire
that cotton may be cheap, and that cloth may be dear. |

Awong the active and influential men of the
South is Mr. Burowell Rhett, sud among the mest
remarkablo prophecies of Southern men is ono that
we find referred to in the recent interosting ** Lifs
 and Correspondonee of Amos Lawrence,” in sha
following words:

“ 1 o earnestly desire your State o carry out your
propheey, that in ten yeats you will spin all your orop
of cotton; for we of Maseachusetts will gladly surren-
der to you the mapufacture of conrse fabivios, and turn
our industry to mokivg finer articles.  In short, wo
conld now, if you were rewdy, give up to you the
contse fubties, and turn one’ balf of our machinery
into spinning and weaving cotton hose; and nothing
will help ns all o much ax spociie duties,  Tho whols
kingdow of Baxony is employed at this momentin
waokivg cotton hose for the United States from yaros
purchased in England, and made of your cotton, How
much better would it be for you sod for us to save
thew treble profits aud transport, hy waking up the
cotton at home 1 Think of these mwattors, and look at
them without the projudioe thal prevails so extoosively
in your State. A fow yowrs ago, | asked our kinsmian,
fien, of your State, how the forty bale “Gﬂ‘q
was esteemed at that tme 7 His answer was: * We
+ all thought it true when it was started, and it had its
*effeet, but nobody is of that mind now.”  Still, T be-
lieve that when ai ewror gota steong hold of the pop-
ulsr mind, it is moel more diffienlt to eradivate it than

to anpply truth in its place,  If 1 know myself I could
uot mete vut to you any different excuse “from what |

would nsk of you; and 1 must say to you that yoar
State and people have pluced themselves in a fulwe
sition, which will bis as ap t to then in a few
vears i the sun at noon-day,” b

Thia letter is now just six years old, being dated
December 12, 1849, and it refers, as wo see, o &
prophecy of Mr. Rhiett that his State was, before
1569, to convert all its cotton into yorns or clokh,
baving done which it could have direet trade wilh
the Saxons, who npeeded yarn, and the Brazilisos,
who required eloth,  Under what eiroumstanoes
wis it that Mr. Rhett made this propheey ! They
were these: The tarilf of 1842 had started mane-
facturca in the South sod South-west,and they weee
advaneing with such rapidity that already, in 1848,
the domestic demand wus absorbing nearly twe
hundred thousand bules, with o cortainty that be-
fure wany years it would reach half o million; sal
the Yankees had been everywhers looking forward
to what is here suggested—the sbandonment ol
cosrse wanufsctures, sod the substitution of fine
cues.  In that year, however, the operation of the
turiff of 1946 begen to be fwit, and in the followiog
yenr the Southern manufacturers found themsolvos
obliged to make an eflort to induce the Northgrs

nes to make finer goods, sud thus keep up the
rices; hutthe answer of the North waa tothis effecl:
“We were about to turn our attention to G
tgoods, but Mr. Walker's tariff haa closed our
‘ print-works nnd bankrupted their owners, snd we
“ hove nothing now to do hut hold on to the coarse
sarticles. Those we can manufacture, snd wo
“have dircet trade with our customers, whereos
*“yon have not.  When you make up your goods ia -
“Guorgia snd Cerolina, you find yourselyes foroed l
(o send them to New-York, thers to be purchassd
“by your very neighbors, snd therefore with off
“your adventages in the priee of the raw material,
“you esnnot compoto with us under the systed
“known as Free trude.  With us the rate of inter-

| tent in low, aud with you it is high, and now theé

‘i tme has come when business is to be dood
sfor little or no profit, we must carry the daf
“We caw exist under your system, but you cans®,
“and the weaker must go to the wall.” )
What his been the result? The saswor o 4
question bus been given to the world in
papers published by The Journal of Commer®s
from which we learn that the manufsetures €
Georgia have in & great degreo died out, sed thev®
concernsd in them booa ruinad —and wolbe -l



