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The author of the work of which the title #
given sbove published in 1834 and 1840 two 10!
wmes of a Life of Alexander Hamilton, in which
e parrative was brought down to the meeting of
the Convention by which the Federal (vustitution
wat framed. He hae since been diligeatly and zeal-
ously employed in the collection of materinls, of
wehich he bas amassed & large amount, covering ax
well the period embraced in the publisted volumes
sbove referred to as the subsequent portion of
Hamilton's life, These volumegdave been long out
of print, and instead of a mere continnation of
them the author has adopted the plan of recasting
the whole in an enirely new work, of which we
mow have the frst yelume. In thie, an in his for-
mer work, bo by no means confines himself to a
mere biography of bis futher, but aims rather, as
hie title shows, at & history of the Federal Union ae
illustrated by Alexander Hamilton's life and writ-
Anather leading object seems to be to bring
forward New-York into & more conspicuous and
Jeading position than has hitherto been assigued to
per by historians of the Revolution.  Yet the work
esanot properly bo ealled a history, It lacks the
comprehensiveness which that term implies. It
Delonge rather to that class of writing to which the
French give the title of Memoirs, and of which the
walue in general depends much more on the copi-
ousness and autbenticity of the materials than upon
the style or method of the compiler. Inthe pree.
ent work, #o far at least Az we can judge from the
yresent volunne, Hamilton forms the central figure,
with a few other favorite characters gronped around
him, upon whom all the light of the picture is made
to fall—a light hightened by the contrast of shadow
thrown upon another group which is also bronght
pretty conspicucusly into the foreground, while the
general history of the period servea but to furnish
& background and surroundings, many important
portions being wholly omitted and others but
slightly sketched, so that to have a full comprehen-
wmion of the positions taken by the author his book
ought to be read in connection with some full
history. :

He commences with a historical aketeh of the coi-
ony of New-York previous to the period (1774) at
which Alex. Hamilton first made his appearance on
#heo political stage. As this sketch extends to lees
than forty pagee, it is but 8 mere outline; yet it
serves to convey & rather striking idea of the po-
Titieal history and sentiments of the colony, though
of course many important featuree are entirely left
out as pot included in or necessary to the plan of
the work.

It is the opinion of Mr. .Hamilton, who, & &
grandson of Gen. Schuyler, has the blood of the old
Dhuteh eolonists in his veing, that the proviuce of
New-York, from the very character of its popula-
#ion, especially the Dutch and Huguenot sections
of it, was impelled to a resistance to the authority
of the mather country, such ss was hardly to ha
Booked for in any other colony, He doee, in fuct,
show that in the matter of opposing the imposition
of the English Church on the colony ss a public
eetablishinent, and also in claiming for themselves
the unrestricted levy and disbursement of taxes, the
New-York Assembly did make, from time to time,
» strenuous opposition to the pretensions of the
Crown. Nevertheless it is equally certain that
upon both these points that oppoxition was only
partially succeseful, and that the Crown did succeed
in building up & party in New-York which gave
the motber country a much stronger hold thers
than upon mny other province north of the Poto-
mac. In fact, there was not another colony in
North America which adhered to the English con-
pection with greater tenacity. Yet it gives a
ecolor to Mr. Hamilton's view that when the
scheme of parlismentary taxation wus fiest pub-

Biely broached, and partially carried out by the
passage of the Sugar Act, New-York, by the em.
phasia of her protest aguinst it, so strong indeed
that po member of Parliament could be found to
present it, outdid all the other colonies, He even
wodertakes to clsim for her ** the initiative of all
the subsequent movements to express authori-
tatively the united sense of Americn," a8 witness

the following extract:

A Committee of the] Assembly wes appointed
{Oct. 18, 1764), ** to connksrosn with the other Colo-
mies, or with Committees of them," in relation to the

ar Act, the act restricting the emission of bills of
it, Ih(l. several other acts of Parlinment in velation
1o the trade of the Northern Colonies; and *“on the
nxﬂ. of impending dangers which threatened the
(:‘ﬂ jes, of being taxed by luws to be passed in Great
tain."

The queetion of the origin, in the Colouies, of
Committees of Correspondence, has been much de-
bated. The firtt was appointed by New-York prior to
the passage of the Stamp Act.

This passage ia sustained by the following note:

“This statement iz appended to o handbill isned in
1774, See New-York haudbills in the New-York His-
toriesl Society Lihrary. The Committees of Corre-
roposed by James Otis were not appointed

until May §l, lm.

But the proposition of Otis went a great deal
further than merely the appointment of Commit-
tees of Correspondence, It was no less than a
proposal for the meeting of the Stamp Act Con-
gress, and the correspondence suggested by it was
in relation to that special subject,

Mr. Hamilton &0 cluimg for New-York the
jovention of pon-importation agreements, but we
think he is mistaken in ageribing that measure to s
public meeting beld on the day (November 1) on
awhich the Stamp Act was to go into weration, aud
#a preceding the riots in which Lieuenant-Gov-
eroor Colden's carriage was destroyed, atd Mayor
James's house was rsusncked. If we are not
much mistaken, in this as in most other caser the
passion of the city, to borrow onr author's phrase-
ology, began to act before ite prudence had spoken.
1t was not, we believe, till five dh,il after the riots
that & meeting wae beld of the wore substantial
citizens, at which a committee waa appuinted, with
whom the nop-importatiun sgreement origuated,
followed up oo after by & non-exportstion agree-
ment, ‘The stand aleo taken by the Assembly of New.
York ip refusing to furnish sappliee to the Britisl
troope stationed in the Colony, required by the
Quartering Act, which bad been passed at the
same gession with the Stamp Act, gave that Colony
® position, at the commencement of the dispute
with the mother couatry, at the very head of the
opposition. In consequence of this refusal, Parlia-
ment, in 1767, passed u bil), & sort of forerunner of
the attacks seversl years lator on the Provineal
Adminietration of Mumenchusetts, by which the
Amembly wius deprived of it right to legialute npon
sny other sulbject till it bad firet made the required
provision for the troops. The Amcumbly consisted
#t that time of only twenty-seven mewbers, It
et with closed doors, and not €ven was its journsl
of preceedings printed, so that it larked the support
and strength which the eotemporaneous Legislature
of Mouseachusetin derived, wot enly from ite larger

pembers, smonnting 1o & bundred or more, but
from the pesence of sympatbizing epectators in
the gallery. Nevertbeleas, under the leadership of
Rebayler, George Clinton and Philip Livingston,
e Assembly stood out manfully for two years,
Our suthor, indeed, #peaks of its having given way
in 1768, and of its having, in g0 doing, but imitated
aprecedent sct by Massachusetts, but both these
statemente are, we think, incorreet, That work
was reserved for the Assembly elected in the Spring
of 1769, at which the moderate party triumphed,
Lieutenant-Governor Colden artfully prepared the
way for it by consenting to a bill for the emission of
paper money, to be lent out, according to the
fashion of that day, to such persons as could give
the required security, the interest to go into the
public treasury. The British Government were
oppoeed to theee gort of emissions, and had, of late
years, much to the dissatisfaction of the colonists,
forbidden the Colonial Governors to assent to them.
But ('olden obtained leave to assent to this bill, by
representing that the aceruing interest, which
conld not be applied without the Governor's nssent,
wonld farnish a fund out of which provirion might
be made for the troopa,

The next step of retrogression was taken, not by
the Asserubly, but by the merchants, in the aban-
dovment of the non-importation agreement a8 to
everything but tes, for which an excuse was found
in the repeal by Parlisment of all the late import
duties except on that single article, Our anthor,
with that zeal for the honor of New-York which he
constantly exhibits, endeavors indeed to throw the
blsme of this change of policy upon the delin-
quency of Boston and Philadelphia in not standing
up squarely to the old agreement. However that
may be, it is certain, neverthelees, that those two
towns at first rejected the proposal of New-York
to modify the non-importation, and if New-York is
entitled to the honor of originating the non-importa-
tion, ehe must be content to submit to the discredit,
if #0 it is to be regarded, of having led the way in
ite abandonment, In fact, it was an impracticable
policy, except for & very short period—so long,
that ie, ae the old stocke lasted. It required too
much eelf-denial, not merely on the part of the
merchants, but on the part of consumers, who
were just as little inclined to forego their accue-
tomed luxurier as the merchants were to forego
their accustomed profite.

From thie time, New-York fell off altogether
from the position of leadership which she had tem-
porarily held. A eullen calm of two or three years
succeeded, during which even the press, which in
former years hnad sometimes spoken out pretty
plainly, was silent, It was during this interval
that Alexander Hamilton, then a boy of fifteen, a
etrunger from the West Indies, became a resident
of the City of New-York, over the destinies of
which, as well a8 of the province and the continent,
he wak destined to exercise so powerful an influ-
ence, On his father's sido he waa of Secotch de.
seenty in fact, our author, emulating the genes-
logical zeal of Irving in his Lifo of Washington,
traces Hamilton's descent to ¢ Bernard, s near
kinsman of Rollo, the first Duke of Normandy, and |
progenitor of William the Conqueror.” The pedi-’
gree descends through the Cambuskeath branch of
the Scoteh family of Hamilton, Alexander's father
having been the fourth son of the fourteenth in
degcent from the fouuder of that branch. This
long pedigree, bowever, appears’ uot to have
wvailed him much, Like so many other Seotch-
men, he went to the West Indies to seek his for-
tune. He established himeelf at St. €hristopher
as & merchant or trader, but #oon failed in business,
and passed the remainder of his life in reduced
circumstances,

It was to his mother that Alexander Hamilton
owed his genius aud his energy, and it was to her
family that he was indebted for his menne of educa-
tion and setting out in the world. She was of
French Huguenot descent.  Her maiden name was
Faucette. Her father, a physician and a man of
education and polish, had settled in Nevis, close by
St. Kitts, s little igland which rises like a cone
from the ocean, but with some fertile land round
the shore, upon which wus planted one of the
earlicet English settlements in the West Indies.
Humilton's mother had first been married to &
Duue named Lasine, a rich man, whom she did not
love, and from whom ehe obtained a divoree,
Hamilton, who wase born on the 1Ith of Jan-
unry, 1757, had the misfortune to lose her in
childhood; but her relations, who resided at Santa
Cruz, took charge of the orphan child, His first
instructress was u Jewess, who made the little boy
atand by her side on & table, and tanght him to re-
peat the ten eommandwents in Hebrew. There
were no great advantages of educstion at Santa
Cruz; but, beside English, the y-ung Hamilton
sequired French, which he spoke and wrote with
fluency, and he eagerly read such booka ax fell in
his way. He enjoyed also the friendship and sd-
vice of Dr. Knox, & Preshyterian clergyman of the
island, who had been struck with his unusual abili-
ties. From him, too, he 'm-quiml a touch of
divinity and polemics, and wis confirmed by him in
that respect for religion which sdhered to him
through life.

At twelve years of age he wan placed in & count-
ing-house at Santa Cruz. This svocation was not
much to his taste. IHe longed for active life.
War, by the English of the last century, was much
more generally looked to than now as the road to
distinetion. John Adams, while a wschool-
master st Worcester, bad his military aepirations,
uud would have gone into the army could he have
got & commission. So Alexander Hamilton, then in
Mr. Nichola# Cruger’s counting-house, in his ear-
liest extant letter contemns ** the groveling condi-
tion of & clerk or the like,” and wighes for a war.

But though he did not like his mercantile em-
ployment, he epplied himeclf to bis duties with
characteristic assiduity; and the practical knowl
odge acquired by the * groveling elerk” was doubt-
lees in after times s stepping-stone to his position
a8 Secretary of the Treasury and founder of onr
Américan system of finance. To this he owen his
fame. . Had he nothing but his military serviees
to stand upon, he would long since have vanished,
or nearly £o, amid the erowd of revelutionary
colonels,

Like most persons who have & cull to write,
Hauwilton begin 10 use bis pen st an enrly age,
Awong other things, ho wrote and published ina
St. Christophers uewepaper & description of a bur-
ricane by which St. Croix was visited in August,
1772, 'This description appeared while the impres-
sion made by the hurricane Wus still fresh, and
it attrgeted g0 much attention that it was rexolved
by his friends to comply with his Wishes by sending
him to New-York to complete his education,

He wax firet pluced st a grammar school ut Eliz-
abetbtown, New-Jersey, where be etjoyed the
nequaintance of the families of Governor Liviogston
axd Mr, Boudinot. Brockholst Liviogeton (after.
ward & Judge of the Bupreme Court of the United

Stuter) spd  Jopatbap Dayton (subsequently

Rpeaker of the House of Representatives)
among his school-fellows, His teacher, Francia
Barber, was o man likely enough to add fuel to his
military srdor. A few years after, when the Rev-
olutionary war broke cut, he gave up his echool,
joined the army, served with distinction and rose
to be Colonel,

Aftera few montha spent at Elizabethtown, Ham-
{Iton entered King's (now Columbia) College. He
also attended lectures on anatomy, with the idea of
becoming & phyeician,

While he was engaged in these studies, the quar-
rel with the mother country abont the tea tax came
to a head. A Continental Congress waa resolved
upon, Some difficulty arose in New-York as to the
selection of delegates to this Congress between the
ardent party headed by Sears, and the City Com-
mittee of Fifty-one Iately appointed. This difference
led to & public meeting held in the fields on the 6th
of July, 1774, st which McDongall presided. Ham-
ilton attended, and is even enid to have nddressed
the assembled multitude. At all events, it is certain
that very shortly after he began to employ his pen
actively upon the pending dispute, He became a
correspondent of Holt's Journal, the organ of the
New-York patriots, and before the end of the year
be also published iu & pamphlet a reply to two
pamphlets written by Seabury—afterward the first
Episcopal Bishop of Conneeticut—in which the
proceedings of the Continental Congress bad been
attacked with considerable art and ability. Thie
reply drew out a rejoinder, to which Hamilton re-
plied in a #till more elaborate pamphlet. He plased
the right of the colonists upon the basis not merely
of the Colonial Charters, by which, as he main-
tained, the idea of Parliamentary taxation was ex-
cluded, but also *‘upon the sacred rights of man-
kind, which are not to be rummaged for smong old
parchments or musty records; they are written as
with & sunbeam in the whole volume of human na-
ture, by the hand of the Divinity iteelf, and can
never be erased or obscured by mortal power.”

These pamphlets, which show s maturity of intel-
lect exceedingly unusual at Hamilton's age, at once
drew the eyes of the popular leaders upon him.

In June, 1775, he published * Remarks on the
Quebec Bill,” which measure, not less by its favor
to the Catholics than by ite arbitrary prineiples of
colonial administration, gave great offense to the
insurrectionary Colonies,

Meanwhile, he had joined a volunteer corps,
which met every moming for exercice in the
church-yard of St. George’s Obapel, It was his
fortune to be present (August 22, 1770) st tha
first brush of arms which took place at New-York.
A perty epgaged in removing some cannon from
the Battery was fired at from a boat of the Asia,
a British ship-of-war which Jay in the harbor.
The fire was returned by a volley, which drew
a broadside from the Asia, wounding several cit-
izens, damaging a number of houses, nnd occasion-
ing no little alarm. Hitherto, Now-York had been
in 8 somewhat equivoenl position, The Assembly,
having met in April, had refused to approve the
proceedings of the Continental Congress. It had,
in consequence, been superseded by a Provincial
Cougress; but this new revolutionary body, though
it - cobperated with the Continental Congress,
v very moderate, and anxiously bent on con-
cilistion, Tryou, the Royal Goyemor, who re-
turned from England sbout the sime time thal
Washington passed throungh New-York en his way
to sesume the command of the army before
Boston, wae received with precisely the same mili-
tary honors which had been extended to the Com-
mander-in-Chief. But the eollision at the Battery
brought mutters to a crisis. Wooster, who Iny
encamped with & Connecticut regiment at Harlem,
was invited into the eity. The Tories were beset
by armed mobes, and it was not without difficulty
that Hamilton succeeded in saving Dr. Cooper,
the President of the College, and & warm partisan
of the mother country, from the consequences of
his obnoxiong politice,  Tryon, obliged to . the
eity, took refuge on board a ship in the river.  Not
long after, Sears, who had withdrawn to Connecti-
cut, dashed into the eity one day at the head of a
Connecticut troop of horee, which drew up hefore
the office of Rivington, the Tory printer. They
destroyed bis press and carried off his types, taking
with them, as they returned to New-Huven, the
Tory Mayor of the borough of Westchester, and
aleo Seabury, suthor (under the nawme of ** A West-
chester Farmer™) of the pumphlets against the
Continental Coagress, to which Hamilton bad
replied,

This operation of Sears produced'a good deal of
excitemment. Hawilton, whose pamphlets Riving-
ton had printed, did not like this attack on the
printing office. He considered it a violation of the
liberty of the prees aud was in favor of pursuing
the intruders and reoveriog the types. The mat-
ter ended, howevey, in a remonstrance to the Gov-
ernor of Connecticat.

There was at this time not u great deal of spirit
or epergy of any sot in the New-York Provincial
Congress.  Schuyler, in command on the northern
froutier, was very feebly supported, and the men
and means for the iavagion of Cannda were drawn
chiefly from Connecticut and Vermont. The New-
Yorkers warmly opposed Lee's entrance into the
city with troops frem (‘onnecticut; and, in the ex-
pectation of the arrival of the German wmercenaries
taken into the Briish service, they avowed their
« unshaken loyslty to their sovereign,” und prom-
ised protection to Trysn if he'would return.  New-
York, nevertheless, was carried along by the gen-
eral current, and joned, though somewhat hesitat-
ingly, in the Declaration of Independence,

This result had been for some time foreseen by
the young Hamilton, as his writiugs show. Mean-
while, he had applivd bimself 1o vbtain such infor-
wation wod instruetion ss he could in the artillery
serviee, and in March 1770, with the pssistance of
MeDougull, he obtained a eommission s captain of
# provineisl nrtillery company which Schuyler bad
recommended to be mised. The remnant of his
last remittance from his friends in Santa Cruz is
wtid to have been emphyed in equipping his com-
pany. The main body of the continental army,
Iately exployed in the siege of Boston, was now ut
New-York, and Hamilton's artillery company was
attuched to Seott's brigade. Of the way in which
this nrtillery captain of nineteen years of age oc-
cupied his leisure, we bave the following eurious
detniln:

Huuiiton sevms pot 1o bave permitted (he duties of
bix military profossion to divert him whaolly trom the
Prosecution nlj bix previous studics, The * pay book
of hix company gives an interesting exhibition of his
train of thonght, With wivates of works (o be read,
are found notes relating to commnerce, to the * rates of
exchange,” the * mouny circulation,” the * propor-
tions i it of gold and elver,” the ' par between
land and lubor, * the " ineresse of popilation,” **ta.
hles of observations exhiliting the probabilities of
life,”  Among these is found this etriking fuquiry, in-
dicating how eorly hia mind wos directed o the or-
gupizatwn of a Gepernl Government with effe~tive
ipdependent powsra: * Quere: Would it not be ad-
visnble to ket all tases, even thoed imposed by the
Htatea, be coilected :‘ymud (h\fumoml :r
pointment; and woukd it not be sdvisable to pay the
volctore #0 wuch per cept ¢ Lbe exme collected |

were | 1t was ot long, Dowever, that Hamilton wee

able thus quietly to purvue his studies and speculs-
tions. The Deelaration of Independence waa speed-
ily followed by the arrival in the waters of New-
York of a large British foree, under the two Howes.
Our young artillery captain was called into active
sersice, and, in the dissstrous retreat from Long
Taland, he lost bis baggage and one of his guns. It
s00n became necessary to abandon New-York, and
Washington retired with bis army to the upper
part of the island. It was bere that Hamilton,
while employed in the construction of an earth-
work, first attracted the attention of the Com-
mander-in-Chief, who invited him to his quarters.

Hamilton's srtillery, now attached to MeDou-
gall's brigade, formed a part of the foree of mixteen
hundred men which held Chatterton's Hill—the
attack upon which by the Dritish is commonly
known as the battle of White Plains, Again the
Americans were forced to retreat, but Hamilton's
conduct in the engagement was such se fully to sat-
isfy his commander,

Ha followed Washington in the dispiriting re-
treat through the Jerseys, and his guns helped to
check the advance of Comwallis, who came
upon the retreating forees with double their num-
bers aa they were crossing the Raritan, Hamil-
ton’s company was also in the battles of Trenton
and Princeton, by all which hard services it was
reduced to twenty-five men,

Hamilton's spirit and ability had not escaped no-
tice, and be had been invited by two msjor-generals
to take a place in their staff. These invitations he
had declined, but he accepted & similar offer from
Washington, and on the 1st of March, 1777, wis
announced in orders aa aid-de-camp to the Com-
mander-in-Chief, with the rank of licuteoant-
colonel, "

What Washington most wanted in his sides.de-
camp, and whst he found it extremely difficult to
get, wan assistance in the multifarious correspond-
ence he was obliged to earry on—persons able to
think as well a8 to write for him—qualifications
not ensily found, but which Hamilton possessed in
a high degree, and of which Washington largely
availed himeelf,

In fact, the bulk of this volume, which comes
down only to the close of the year 1779, is made
up of extracts from letters written, ss the compiler
expresses himself, * by Hamilton over Washing-
ton's signature.” The narrative of events thus
given is further illustrated from Hamilton's eor-
respondence with the Council of Safety of New-
York, his private letters, and by extracts from the
Ittt?rn of other actors in the scene, diligent use
having apparently been made of the collection of
the papers of Gen. Gates, deposited with the New-
York Historical Society, Al other known sources
of information, printed or manuseript, have been
diligently put into requisition. It is, however, to
be regretted that the dates of the letters quoted
are not more uniforinly given, and that in some
cases wo are neither furnished with the name of
the writer nor with that of the person to whomn
they were addressed, both circumstances of prime
importance in determining the historieal value to
be attached to such documents.

Were we to judge by the lamentations with
which for two or three years past the newspaper
press has abopnded, we might imagine that section-
alism was quite a new thing in our politics—a hor-
rid monster now for the first time heard of. This
in & very great mistake, an all familiar with oar his-
tory are fully aware, and s is most abundantly de-
monstrated in this volnme, The point moat strik-
ingly brought out in it is the very high degree of
sectioual jealousy and persoual antipgthy, and the
extremely low estimate of each other, whether as
to talents or honesty, which prevailed among the
cliques and partien into which the heroes of the
Revolution and the founders of our Republic were
divided—a state of things not in Any respect ex-
ceeded by the similar sntipathies and feelings of the
present moment, And from this we are author-
ized to derive consolation and enconrmgement. If
infant liberty in its eradle survived those sectional
jealousies, may we not expect that the hatreds,
jealousies, suspicions, plots, violences and contra-
dietionn of interest and ideas of the present day
will be in like manner surmounted?

The origin of the trouble at that time was not
without & certsin degree of resemblance to the
eauses of our existing political divisions. New-
England wus sltogether too radical, too fanatical,
too democratic, too much carried away with ideas
of equality, to suit the temper or to cofperate
kindly with ** the gentry of the Middle and Southern
Colonies,” to borrow the phrase of our author.
Then 88 now it was with the * gentry " that the
political leadership of the South rested. The great
mass of the population counted in that respect for
little or nothing; whereas in New-England it wais
absolutely necessary to take into wecount the opin-
ions aud prejudices of the masses, the body of the
people being impressed with the inconvenient idea
that they too must be consulted; while on the other
band the ** gentry of the Bouthern and Middle Col-
oniea " felt und expressed toward these pragmatical
and ipsolent New-Englanders and their representa-
tives in Coogress much the same feelings enter-
tuined and expressed to-day by our SBouthern slave-
holders for the laboring inhabitants of the demo-
eratie section of the Union—New-England having
gradually extended iteelf since the Revolution
through New-York into Obio and the I'ar West.

These feelings of sectional jealousy snd dispar.
sgement having led to the denuneiation of the New-
England officers as boors snd her soldiers as eow-
arde—a charge to which too much color was given
by the misbebavior of some New-Englend regi-
ments at New.-York—were naturally enough re-
torted by vorresponding iujustice on the other side;
and in this state of feeling, taking also into account
the auccess of Gates with his New-England troope
and officers at the North, and the loss of Philadel-
phia, it ia not by any mesna eurprising that the idea
was formed of substituting 5 vew Commander-in-
Chief in Washington's place. It by no mesns fol-
lows that every person engaged in this movemeat,
or indeed that the larger part, were impelled by uo-
worthy motives. Many of the pariies more or Jess
soncerned in it beeame in after times Washington's
strungest friends and supporters, As things then
stood, there were reasonable, or at least plausible,
grounda for believing that with snother Comman.
der-in-Chief the colonists might have been more
successful. It must be recollected that even Ham-
itton himself docs not appear to bave formed & very
high epiuion of Washington's talents. 1In his Jetter
to Behuyler—not found in the present volume, but
which, no doubt, will appear in the next—giving
an sccount of his resignation of the place of aid-
deseamp, and begging that Schuyler (whose
daughter by this time Hamilton had married) would
not in consequence withdraw his support from
Washington—=8«huyler being at that time a Dele-
gate in Congress—be thus expressed himeelf:

| *“The General is o very bonest man; his competi-

fors bave wlepder abilitien apd lees integrity, Hio

Hﬂﬂhntyh- often been essential to the safety of
Americs, and is still of grest importance to it.
These considerations have influenced my past con-
duct respecting him, and will influence my future.
I think it necessary he should be supported. His
estimation in your mind, whatever may be ita
amount, I am persunded has been formed on
principles which & circumstance Lke this cannot
materially affect.”

If, so Ite as 1781, Hamilton could thus place
hin support of Washington less on his merits than
on the foree of eircumstances and the weakness
and unworthiness of his competitors, it will not do
to set down, a8 our author seems too inclined to do,
avery critieism upon the army and the Commander-
in-Chief to be found in private letters toill-temper
and & malicious disposition. In private corre-
| spondence, & certain license and freedom muat be
expected and allowed. The same liberty which
the General, or at least the members of his staff,
took with Congress, Members of Congress must
be expected to take with the Commander-in-Chief
and the army. Take, for instance, the following
letter of Hamilton to Gov. Clinton, of Feb. 13,
1775, Can he be allowed to speak so freely of
Congress and its Members without conceding an

equal liberty to the other side?

There is 8 matter which often obtrudes itsell upon
my mind, and which requires the atteation of every

‘reon of sense sud influcnce among us; I mean &
ﬁu{-nf\ﬂ,r’f of representation in the great council of
Americn., - It ian melancholy truth, Sir, the effects of
which we daily see, and feel, that there i not so much
wisdom in & certain hody as there ought to be, and as
the success of our affairs absolutely denands, Man
members of it are, no doubt, men in every respect fit
for the trust; but thiscannot be said of it a& a body.
Folly, caprice, n want of foresight, comprehension and
dignity, ¢ aracterize the general tenor of their actions,
Of this, T dare say, you are sensible, though you have
not perhaps so many opportunities of knowing it a3 I
hnve, 'ﬂlwir conduct, with respect to the army espe-
cinlly, is fickle, indecisive, and iinpravident; insomuch
that we nre reduced to n more terrible situativn than
YOU Can coneeive, False and contracted views of
seonomy have prevented them, though repeatedly
urged to it, from making that provision for officers
which was requisite to interest them in the service,
This has produced such carelessness and indiference
to the service, as is subversive of every officer-like
quality. They have disgusted the amy by repeated
instances of the most whimseal favoritism in their

romotions; and by an absurd prodigality of rank to
Hm-iguu-rs. and to the meanest stuff of the arnay. They
have not been able to summon resolution enough to
withstand the imprdent importunity and vain hoasting
of foreign protenders: but have manifeated such adue-
tility and inconstaney in their procecdings, as will war-
rant the charge of siffering themselves to be bullied
by every petty ndventurer who comes armed with os-
tontations prefensions of military merit and experience,
Would you believe it, Sir? it _is become almost Pro-
verbial in the mouthsof the French officers aud other
foreigners, that they have nothing more to do, to ob-
tuin whatcover they please, than to n-nun‘mnhiﬁhtoma,
aud nssert their own merit with confidence and perge-
veranee. These things wound my feclings os & repub-
lican more than 1 can express, and in some degree
make me contemptible in my own eyes,

America once lind n representation that would do
honor to any age or nation. The present fulling off is
very alarming and dangerous, What is the cause, and
how is it to be remedied? are questions that the wel-
fare of these States requiresshonld be well attended to,

In the presentation which he makes of the per.
sonsl and sectional feuds, and the different ideas of
policy which prevailed in the early years of the
Revolutionary wur, Mr. Hamilton plays rather the
part of an advoeate than of a judge, He makes
little or no attempt to concesl hia own fielings of
partissnship. In general, bowever, he treats with
s decent respect those whose ehare in the Revolu-
tion have given them a fixed place in the public
eoterm, I the case of John Adams, we are sorry
to notice a departure from thia poliey. He is pur-
sued in & manner so marked, that it can hardly fail
to defeat, in a great degree, the writer's object,
Thus, among other things, his absence from Con-
gress during the retreat through the Jeraeys, is
represented as a degertion of duty, as a piece of pol-
troonery; as though he had run off for fear of the
British, If so, Braintree was but a poor place to
run to. While marching on Philadelphia, Howe
gent an army and fleet from New-York, which oe-
cupied Narraganset Bay, a distance by land of not
more thau thirty miles from Adams’s house, In
going back to Massachusetts, Adama only threw
himself into the focus of the rebellion, Few men
ever underwent a more rigorous political scrutiny
than Jobn Adams; and, had there been the slight-
est ground for the insinuations now for the first
time urged against him, we should most likely
have heard of it during his lifetime, Whatever
might have been John Adams’s faults or failinge,
cownrdice eertainly was not of the number.

OQue of the most curious and remarkable letters
in this volume is one written by Hamilton for the
purpose of iutroducing to Jay, then President of
Congreas, the younger Laurens, and & project he
had of enlisting « brigsde of negroes, As the
letter expresses Hamilton's opinions on some points
which still continue to be discnssed, we give it at
lengths

Colonel Laurens, who will have the honor of de-
livering you this letter, is on his way to South Caro.
lina, on & project whicli, [ think, in'the present situa-
tion of n.l‘finr there, is o very one, and deserves
every kiud of support and enconrazement, This is,
to raise two, three or four battalions of negroes, with
the assistance of the Government of that State, by
vontributions from the owacrs, in proportion to the
number they possess, 1f you should think proper to
enter upon the subject with Lim, he will give you a
detail of his pian. He wishes to have it recommended
by Congresa to the State; and as an inducement, that
tliey wonld engage to take their batalions into conti-
neutal pay.

It appears to me that an expedient of this kind in
the present state of Southern affairs is the most ra-
tional that can be adopted, and promises very import-
ant advantages. Indeed, I hardly see how a sufficient
force can be collected in that quarter without it; and
the enemy's operations there are growing infinitely
serious and formidable. 1 have not the least doubt
that the negroes will wake very excellent sokdiers,
with p r management, and [ will venture to pro-
nounce that they cuomet be put in better hands tglll
those of Mr. Laurens, He has all the zenl, intelli-
geuce snd enterprise, and every other qualification
requisite to snceeed in such sn undertaking, It is a
mazim with some grest mili udges, that with
sensible officers, ~oldiers can bhardly be too stupid; and
on this prineiple it is thought that the Russians would
make the best soldiers in the world, if they were under
other oflicers than their own. The King of Prussia is
smong the number who maintain this doctrioe, and
hias o very emphatic saying on the oceasion which 1
do not exactly recollect, 1 mention this hecause I
bave frequently heard it objected to the scheme of
:«nl:lbl?’“ nEgTOes, }hltflhey sre too stupid to 1nake

ldiers, s is 20 far from appearing to me o valid
objection, that I think their want of Eulrivnlinm (fur
their natural faculties are probably as good as ourx)
Jjoived 1o that habit of subordination which they
acquire from & life of servitude, will enable them

to Idiers than our white inhabitanta,
Let wficﬁ :.lt'lli:‘ of nnnhnd sentiment, andh the
Beare o hi
the better, EEVAOD A9V BIPS

I furesee that thia project will have to combat much
opporition from prejudice and self-intereet. The con-
tempt we have been tanght to entertain for the blacks
makes us fancy many things that are founded neither
in reason nor experience; and an unwillingness to
with pr!&pmy of s valusble o kind will furnish &

thousand arguments to show the m_\[hwdiqbility or
peruicious tendency of n scheme !’hl? requires such
sncrifices.  But it should be considered that if we do
sol make nse of them in this way, the enemy probably
will, and that the best way to counternct tfw temptn-
tions they will hold out will be to offer them nurselves,
An essentin] part of the plan is to give them their free-
dom with their swords. This will secure their fidelity,
apimate their courage, and, I believe, will have a good
influence upon t who remain, BY oPEs NG A DOOR
TO THELIL EMANCIPATION. This circumstance, 1 con-
fran, han no small weight in inducing me to wish the
;l:;!n z‘f, t:lrm t; for the dictates of hamanity and
mnﬁ-hﬂ- ¥ y mterest me in favor of this unfor-

' The present volume comea down only to the close
of 1779, One or two other voluges ary already in

the press, M ‘h ‘“ m' i! T—— ¥

]tl!'"d. will exlend to fve volumen, ':;“h

gone over in this volume in rather hack ﬂl'nml

we have reason to believe that the future buy

especially those which treat of the post-revol

ary history, will contain much

esting matter, g wl‘?‘
The question how far the leiters .

pers written by Hatilton for Waabinpar T, 2%

to be considered as Hm’lmv.' and ‘“:“

Washington's, is one which we

diseussion, i hh:
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LIFE OF AARON BURR.
THE LIFE JAND TIMES OF AARON BURR. By Jinpe

Panton. 1amo. pp. 696, Mason B
The reputation of Aaron Burr, ag W‘; the
haracter, will bs

popular traditions concerning hin ¢
modified to & considerable degree, by the viate,
ments of his biographer in this «i inberest:
ing volume, Mr. Parton has obviously pursued hig
elaborate researches with a determination to mgere
tain the exact truth in the matter, without regard
to current apinious or prejudies, in rpite of & seps.
tain natural leaning in favor of & man wham be by
lieves to hiave been too rigidly dealt with by hia o
temporarics, He docs not, however, blind hi
to the fatal defects in the character of B
treats his subject generously, but not rthe ipisg ¢
of chivalrous romanee—presenting the '
circumstances of his career, without attempting to '
gloss over the unserupulous love of intrigue and
want of high principle which were the distinguish.
ing features of hiu life, In the hands of Mr. Partas,
Aaron Burr ceases to be the malignant, feracious, .
Satanie monster of prevailing tradition, but is cone
verted rather into the smooth, amiling, plaasible
demon, beat represented by Goethe in the charse.
ter of Mephistophelea, From the beginaing ta the
end of his career we find no trace of moral .
ple—among the elements of which he was coms
pounded, conscience was omitted—there wag
touch of piety toward Giod or man in hia
gleam of human tenderness, or of divine
—his heart was cold and hard as a rock—his ambis
tion knew neither limit nor restraint—his selfishs
ness was a8 exclusive na it was subtle; but still, he
gave no evidence of & love of the grossr forme oft
depravity—he was polished and refined, evea to
fustidiousness, in his exterior—he was ot a fouls
mouthed scoffer at religion—nor did he rudely vig-
late the proprieties of hfe—the cloven foot wa
usually concealed beneath the nicest silken hosy
and varnished leather—and for cooluess, self-potes
sion, and courtesy of manners he was searcely®.
whit inferior to his gentlemanly prototype {n Faust,
Burr wae left an orphan befors ha was twd
years old, and he had scarcely cut his teeth before
he began to show the love of mischief and i
which proved the ‘“child was father of thy man,'*
When he was only four years old, he engaged ia
vivlent rebellion against bis leading strings, took 150
bit between his teeth, and, snapping his fingers af
the tutor in charge, ran sway from home, It was
gome three or four dsys before the pregocious tru.
snt could be found; nor is it related with what des
mure grace he received the congequent inge.
ment; but hercontinued his prapks, as opporbusity
orded, and by the time he was ten Featy o, ra
th for the second time in order to go Mewe
+He went to New.York, teok the puatiof ediine’
y on board a ship getting ready for ses, sod ath'
tually eerved in that eapacity for a short fimé,
one dey while hy was 86 werk on 4l
Le spied & suspicious elerieal-lonking gentlemiq
conmung rapidly down the wharf, who, he soon saw,.
wae his uncle, bent ou the capture of a cabiv-boy.."
Ye sprapg into the rigging, and befors his uncle gob-
on board the ship, had clittbed to the mast-head.
He saw his advantage, and resolved to profit by it
¥e was ordered down, but refused to come, As
bis uncle wae & gentieman who would have beea
nowhere legs at home than st the mast-head of &
ghip, the command had to soften itaelf into sn en-
treaty, and it became, finally, 8 iation, Upon »
the condition that noshing dissgreeabls should bee
full him in consequeace of the adventure, the runs
away sgreed to descend, and go homo again hlﬂlL
books.” The young seape-grace, however, bad ad
sctive brain. When no deviltry was st hand, bo
took well to his studies, Ha got fitted for' college -
ut the age of eleven, and spplying for admision ab
Princeton was rejected on account of his extreme

man, with a fair, handsome face, his keen black
€yes nlready beginning to be dangerous, and bhis
voft, enticing ways making bim s general favorite,
He at length became old enough to enter college,
where he was oceasionally & hard student, and als
wiya greatly asddicted to multifarious reading, A
curious indication of his love of mystification and
intrigue was here given in his habit of writing his
confidential letters io cipher, although an a boy of
fifteen, he could scarcely be supposed to have been
burdened with any secrets of moment. Soon after
leaving college, he went to reside in the family
Dr. Bellamy, the celebrated Calvinistic divine
Bethlehem, Conn., with a view to the study of
theology. But one year's trial was enough to con-
vinee him that he had peither the fuith nor workse
requisite to the exercine of the clerical profession,
He turned his back upon the creed of his ances-
tors, and exchanged the robust and sinewy belief of)
Jonathan Edwards for the gospel according {9
Cheaterfield and Voltaire,

The breaking out of the Revolution gave a strong
impulse to the military spirit, which was eertainlff
& natursl element in Burr's cliaracter, On receive
ing the news of the battle of Lexington, be flung:
aside the law.books to which he had reeently been
Jdevoted. and, seiziog the sword, hastened to join
the patriot forees in the vicinity of Boston. * He
felt that he was formed to excel as a soldier. A
mere stripling in appearance, with a stature of five
feet six inelies, & slender form, and & youthful face,
be yet possessed & power of prolonged exertion,
and 8 capacity for enduring privation, that were
wonderful in & youth of ninetcen, Hia courage
was perfect—he never kuew fear; even bis nerves -
could not be startled by any kind of sudden horror,
He was & good horseman, & good helmmuian, & tole
ersble fencer, and a decent thot. Moreover, be-
loved the military art; knew all of it that coud be
learned from books, api more highly prized the
soldier's glory than thst of any other pursuit. To
these qualities he added n mind cultivated and |
most fertile in these suggeations for which thar=
igencies of wor furuish such frequent > s
And with all kis power to win the eonfidis =~
equals and ivferiors, men saw [n bis face wd bears
ing what Kent loved in Lear, authority! No p*
riod of Asron Burr's lifi in better known tb
time he spent in the Revolutionary army.
three times, in the latter part of hix life,
claimant under the Pension and Compens
paseed for the beneiit of the soldiers of the
tion; and, to substantiate his claim, W
soldiers gave written and sworn testimon)
ing his servicex, some of them narrating, »

T

particularity, esploits of ke whish they |

youtb, At this time he was a dapper little gentles -




