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The author of the work of which the title *

garen above published in 1834 and 1840 two "»'*
nmee of a Life of Alexander Hamilton, in ivhich
the narrative was brought down to Um mating of
the Convention by which the Federal Constitution
eraa framed. He ha* »ince been diligeatly and real-

onaly employed in the collection of material*, of

which he baa amassed a large amount, covering an

Well the period embraced in the publish"- volumes

avborc referred to aa the subsequent portion of
Baanilton't life. These volumea have been long out

erf print, and instead of a a-ere continuation of
theao the author hae adopted the plan of recasting
the whole in an enireiy new work, of which we

avow have the first ve'umc. In this, aa in his for¬
mer work, he by no means confine* himself to a

mere biograph/of his father, but aims rattier, as

hie title shows, at a history of the Federal Fnion as

ilhirtratoe* by Alexander Hamilton's life and writ¬

ings, Another leading object scemt to be to bring
forward New-York into a more conspicuous and
leading position than has hitherto been assigned to

her by historians of the Revolution. Vet the work
cannot properly bo called a history. It lacks the
rsOtuprehensiveness which that term implies. It
aVlongs rather to that class of writing to which the
French give the title of Memoirs, and of which the
value in general depends much more on the copi-
csuaness and authenticity of the materials than upon
the style or method of the compiler. In the pre*.
cat work, so far at least as we can judge from tho
present volunne, Hamilton forms the central figure,
With a few other favorite characters grouped around
tun, upon whom all the light of the picture is made
to fab*.a light bightened by the contrast of shadow
thrown upon another group which is also brought
pretty conspicuously into the foreground, while tho
general history of the period serves but to furnish
. background and surroundings, many important
portions being wholly omitted and others but
alightly sketched, so that to have a full comprehen¬
sion of the positions taken by the author his book
ought to bo read in connection with some full
history.
He commences with a historical sketch of the<.. .-

t>ny of New-York previous to tho period (1774) at
which Alex. Hamdton first made his appearance on

the political stage. As this sketch extends to less

than forty pages, it is but a mere outline; yet it
nerves to convey a rather striking idea of the po-
trrifei history and sentiments of the colony, though
erf course many important features are entirely left
cut as not included in or necessary to the plan of
the work.

It is the opinion of Mr. Hamilton, who, as a

grandson of Gen. Schuyler, has the blood of the old
Dutch colonists in bis veins, that the province of
New-York, from the very character of its popula¬
tion, especially the Dutch and Huguenot sections
ff it, was impelled to a resistance to the authority
«rf the mother country, such as was hardly to be

looked for in any other colony. He does, in fact,
.how that in the matter of opposing th imposition
syf the English Church on the colony as a public
eetablisbment, and also in claiming for theuiselvee
the unrestricted levy and disbursement of taxes, the
New-York Assembly did make, from time to time,
a strenuous opposition to the pretensions of tho
4'rown. Nevertheless it is equally certain that

upon both these points that opposition was only
partially successful, and that the Crown did succeed
in building up a party in New-York which gave
the mother country a much stronger hold there
than upon any other province north of the Poto¬
mac. In fact, there was not another colony in
North America which adhered to the English con¬

nection with greater teuacity. Yet it gives a

color to Mr. Hamilton's view that when tho
.chemo of parliamentary taxation was fisst pub¬
licly broached, and partially carried out by the
passage of the Sugar Act, New-York, by the em¬

phasis of her protest against it, so strong indeed
that no member of Parliament could be found to

present it, outdid all the other colonies. He even

undertakes to claim for her *. the initiative of all
the subsequent movements to express authori¬
tatively the united sense of America," as witness
the following extract:
A Committee of tbe| Assembly wart Appointed

|Oct. 18,17641. " to Conensroxn with the other Colo-
aiee, or with Committees of them," in relation to the
.Sugar Act, the act restricting the emission of bills of
credit, and several other acts of Parliament in relation
to the trade of the Northern Colonies; and "on the
subject of impending dangers which threatened the
Colonies, of b. ing taxed by luws to be puoscd in Grcut
Britain."
The question of the origin, in the Colonies of

Committees of Correspondence, has been much de¬
bated. The first was appointed by New-York prior to
the passage of the Stamp Act.

This paseage is sustained by the following note:
This statement is appended to a handbill issued in

1774. See New-York handbill* in the New-York His¬
torical Society Library. The Committees of Corre¬
spondence proposed by "Jan>ee Otis were notappoiuted
antil May 31, 1765.
But the proposition of Otis went a great deal

further thau merely tho appointment of Commit¬
tees of Correspondence. It was no less than a

proposal for the meeting of the Stamp Act Con¬
gress, and the correspondence suggested by it was

IP relation to that special subject.
Mr. lianiilton aVo claims for New-York the

invention of non-importation agreements, but we

think he is mistaken in ascribing «hat measure to a

public meeting held on tho day (Vovembcrl) on

.which the Stamp Act was to go into ipcration, aud
a* precediug the riots iu which f¦flfajaa.nt floi
rrnor Coldena carriage was destroyed, aM Mayor
James's house waa ransacked. If we «ro not
much mistaken, in this as in most other caset the
passion of the city, to borrow onr author's phra.e-
ology, began to act before its prudence had spoken.
It Was not, w( believe, till five day* after the riots
that a meeting was beld of the more substantial
citizens, at which a committee was appointed, with
whom the non-importahuu agreement origiuoted,
followed up soon after by a acn-exportatiou agree,
meat. The stand alho taken by the Assembly ofNew»
York in refusing to Airoisb supplies to the British
troops stationed in the Colony, required by the
Quartering Act, which had been passed at the
aame session with the Stamp Act, gave that Polony
a position, at the commencement of the dispute
w;tb the mother cou .try, at the very head of the
opposition. Li consequence ofth I n fiuej, Parlia¬
ment, in 1767, passed a ML, k -ort of forerunner of
the attacks several y«ar. bate* on the Provincial
Administration of Massachusetts, by which the
Assembly was deprived ofKa righl to leg slate up. n

any other ctftject till it had first nude the required
j revision for the troops, "t _v c.ms.sied
art that time of only twenty-seven mmmmt re. It
goet with closed doors, and not even was its journal
of proceedings printed, to that it lacked the support
and strength which the Mtemporaneous legislature
sjf Maesa/huutts derived, n<:t Ol y f'oiu .is lar^r

BBfabm, «BO»DtiDg to » bnndivd cr raoro, but
from the presence of sympathizing spectator* in

the ga'Jery. Nevertheless, under the leadership of
Heb*) ler, George Clinton and Philip Livingston,
tne Assembly stood oVl manfully for two years.
Our autbor. Indeed, apeaks of ita having given wny
in 176f\ and of ita having, in so doing, but imitated
a precedent by Massachusetts, hut both these
statements are, we think, incorrect. That work
was reserved for the Aiaembly elected in the Spring
of 1769, at which the moderate party triumphed.
Lieutenant-Govenior Gulden artfully prepared the
way for it by consenting to a bill for the emission of
paper money, to bo lent out, according to the
fashion of that day, to auch persons as could give
the required security, the interest to go into the;
public treasury. The British Government were

opposed to these sort of emissious, and had, of late
years, much to the dissatisfaction of the colonists,
forbidden the Colonial Governors to assent to them.
But ( olden obtained leavo to assent to this b.ll, by
representing that the, accruing interest, which
could not be applied without the Governor's assent,
would furnish a fund out of which provision might
be made for the troops.
The next step of retrogression was taken, not by

the Assembly, but by the merchants, in the aban¬
donment of the non-importation agreement ae to

everything but tea, for which an excuse was found
in the repeal by Parliament of all the late import
duties except on that single article. Our author,
with that zeal for the honor of New-York which he

constant!y exhibits, endeavors indeed to throw the
blame of this change of policy upon the delin¬
quency of Boston and Philadelphia in not standing
up squarely to the old agreement. However that
may be, it is certain, nevertheless, that those two
towns at firat rejected the proposal of New-York
to modify the non-importation, aud if New-York is
entitled to the honor of originating the non-importa¬
tion, she must be content to submit to the discredit,
if so it is to be regarded, of having led the way in
its abandonment. In fact, it was an impracticable
policy, except for a very short period.so long,
that is, as the old stocks lusted. It required too
much self-denial, not merely on the part of the
merchants, but on the part of consumers, who
were just as little inclined to forego their accus¬

tomed luxuries as the merchants were to forego
their accustomed profits.
From thi* time, New-York fell off altogether

from the position of leadership which she had tem¬

porarily held. A sullen calm of two or three years
succeeded, during which even the press, which in
former years had sometimes spoken out pretty
plainly, was silent. It was during this interval
that Alexander Hamilton, then a boy of fifteen, a

.?ranger from the West Indies, became a resident
of the City of New-York, over the destinies of
which, as well as of the province and the continent,
he was destined to exercise so powerful an influ¬
ence. On his father's sido he waa of .Scotch de.
scent; in fact, our author, emulating the genea¬
logical zeal of Irving in his Life of Washington,
traces Hamilton's descent to 44 Bernard, a near

kinsman of Rollo, the first Duke of Normandy, and

progenitor of William the Conqueror." Thepedi-'
gree descends through the Cambuskeatu brauch of
the Scotch family of Hamilton, Alexander's father
having freeu the fourth son of the fourteenth in
deacent from the fouudcr of that brauch. Thia
long pedigree, however, appears not to have
availed him much. Like so many other Scotch¬
men, he went to the West Indiea to aeek his for¬
tune. He established himself at St. Christopher
as a merchant or trader, but soon failed in business,
and passed the remainder of his lifo in reduced
circumstances.

It was to his mother that Alexander Hamilton
owed his genius and his energy, and it was to her

family that he whb indebted for his means of educa¬
tion and setting out in the world. She was of
French Huguenot descent. Her maiden name was

Fnuccttc. Her father, a physician and a man of
education and poliah, had settled in Nevis, « lose by
St. Kitts, a little island which rises like a cone

from the ocean, but with some fertile land round
the shore, upon which was planted one of the
earliest English settlements in the West Indies.
Hamilton's mother bad first been married to a

Dune named Lavine, a rich man, whom she did not

love, and from whom she, obtained a divorce.
Hamilton, who was born on tho 11th of Jan¬
uary, 1757, had the misfortune to lose her in
childhood; but her relations, who resided at Santa
Cruz, took charge of the orphan child. His first
instructress wa* a Jewess, who made the little boy
stur.d by her side on a table, aud taught him to re«

peat the ten rommaudmeuta in Hebre'v. There
were no great advantages of eduction at Santa
Cruz; but, beside English, tho y ung Hamiltou
acquired French, which he spoke and wrote w ith
fluency, and he eagerly read such books as fell iu
his way. He enjoyed also the friendship and ad¬
vice of Dr. Knox, a Presbyterian clergyman of the
island, who had been struck with his unusual abili¬
ties. From him, too, he acquired a touch of
divinity and polemics, and was confirmed by him in
that respect for religion which adhered to him
through life.
At twelve years of age he was placed iu a count¬

ing-house at Santa Cruz. This avocation was not

much to his taste. He longed for active life.
War, by the English of the last century, was much
more generally looked to than now as the road to
distinction. John Adams, while a school¬
master at Worcester, had his military Hspirations,
and would have gone into the aruiy could he h;ive
got a commission. So Alexander Hamilton, then in
Mr. Nicholas Crugcr's counting-house, in his ear¬

liest extant letter contemns " the groveling condi¬
tion of a clerk or the like,"' and wishes for a war.

But though he did not like his mercantile em¬

ployment, be applied himself to his duties with
characteristic assiduity; and the prni tical knowl
edge acquired by the 44 groveling clerk'' wag doubt¬
less in after times a stepping-stone to his position
a* Secretary of the Treasury and founder of our

American system of finance. To this he owes hie
fame. Had he nothing but his military services
to »tand upon, he would lung since have vanished,
or nearly so, andd the crowd of revolutionary
colonels.
Like most persons who have a etO to write.

Hamilton begun to use his peU at au early age.

Among other things, he »rote and published in a

St. Christophers newspaper a description of a hur¬
ricane by which St. Croix w** visited iu August,
177'.». This description appeared while the impres¬
sion made by the hurricane waa still fresh, and
t attracted so much attention that it was resolved

by his friends to comply with his wiahes by sending
tiiui to New-York to complete his education.
He was first placed at a grammar school ut Kliz-

ubctLtown, New-Jersey, where he enjoyed the
acquaintance of the families of Governor L.vmgston
ai.d Mr. Boudmot. Brockholst Livingston (after¬
ward a Judge of the Supreme Court of the United

Sti.tt>j hid Joukttai) I'aytofl ?'.bseq ic-Dt y

Fpealerof the Hon«« et Representative*) were

among t.s school-fellows. Hia teacher, Francis
Harb- r, was a man likely enough to add fuel to bis

military ardor. A few year* after, when the Rev-

olufionary war broke cut, be gave up hit school,
joined the army, served with distinction and rose

to be Colonel.
After a few months spent at Kligabcthtown, Ham¬

ilton entered King's (now Columbia) College. He
also attended lectures on anatomy, n ib the idea of
becoming a physician.
While he v.as engaged in these studies, the quar¬

rel with the mother conntry about the tea tux came

to a head. A Continental Congress was resolved
upon. Some difficulty arose in New-York as to the
selection of delegates to this Congress between the

ardent party headed by Sears, ami the City Com¬
mittee of Fifty-one lately appointed. This differ, nre

led to a public meeting held in the fields on the tJth
of July, 1774, at which McDotigall presided. Ham¬
ilton attended, and is even said to have addressed
the assembled multitude. At all events, it is certain
that very shortly after he began to employ his pen
actively upon the pending dispute. He became a

correspondent of Holt's Journal, the organ of the
New-York patriots, and before the end of the year
he also published iu a pamphlet a reply to two

pamphlets written by Seabury.afterward the first
Episcopal Bishop of Connecticut.in which the
proceedings of the Continental Congress bad been
attacked with considerable art and ability. This

reply drew out a rejoinder, to which Hamilton re¬

plied in a Mill more elaborate pamphlet. He plaeed
the right of the colonists upon the basis not merely
of the Colonial Charters, by which, as he main¬
tained, the idea of Parliamentary taxation was ex¬

cluded, but nlso "tipon the sacred rights of man¬

kind, which are not to be rummaged for among old

parchments or musty records; they are wrifteu as

with a sunbeam in the whole volume of human na¬

ture, by the hand of the Divinity itself, and cau

never be erased or obscured by mortal power.''
These, pamphlets, which show a maturity of intel¬

lect exceedingly unusual at Hamilton's age, at once

drew the eyes of the popular leaders upon him.
Iu June, 177.*>, he published "Remarks on the

Quebec Bill,'' which measure, riot less by its favor
to the Catholics than by its arbitrary principles of
colonial administration, gave great offense to the
insurrectionary Colonies.

Meanwhile, he had joined a volunteer corps,
which met every morning for exercise in the
church yard of St. George's rih.-wj. [| WM ^
fortune to be present (August 22, tv, ,.t ,,,.

first brush of arms which took place at New-York.
A party engaged in removing sonic cannon from
the Battery was fired at from a boat of the Asia,
a British Miip-of-war which lay in the harbor.
The fire was returned by a volley, which drew
a broadside from the Asia, wounding several cit¬
izens, damaging a Dumber of houses, and occasion¬
ing no little alarm. Hitherto, New-York had been
in a somewhat equivocal position. The Assembly,
having met in April, had refused to approve the

proceedings of the Continental Congress. It had,
in cousequenee, been superseded by a Provincial
Congress; but this new revolutionary body, though
it cooperated with the Continental Congres*l
v hi very moderate, and anxiously bent on con¬

ciliation. Tryon, the Royal Governor, who re¬

turned from England about the same time that
Washington passed through New-York on his way
to assume the command of the army before
Boston. w»e received with precisely the same mili.
tary honors which had been extended to the Com-
mander-in-Chief. But the collision at the Battery
brought matters to a crisis. Wooster, who lay
encamped with a Connecticut regiment at Harlem,
was invited into the city. The Tories were beset

by armed mobs, and it was not without difficulty
that Hamilton succeeded in saving Dr. Cooper,
the President of the College, and a wann partisan
of the mother country, from the consequence* of
his obnoxious polities. Tryon, obliged to the
city, took refuge on board a ship iu the riv- r. Not
long after, <fars, who had withdrawn to Couneeti-
cut, dashed into the city one day at the bead of a

Connecticut troop of horse, which drew up before
the office of Rivington, the Tory printer. They
destroyed his press and carried off his types, taking
with them, as they returned to New-Haven, the
Tory Mayor »f the borough of Westchester, and
also Seabury, author (under the name of "A West-
cluster Farmer") of the pamphlets against the
Continental Coigns*, to which Hamilton bad
replied.

This operation of Sears produced a good deal of
excitement. Hatiilton, whose pamphlets Riving¬
ton had printed, did not like this attack on the
printing office, lie considered it h v iolation of the
liberty of the press, and was iu favoi of pursuing
the intruders and recovering the types. The mat¬

ter ended, bowevet, iu a remomtrance to the Gov¬
ernor of Connectictt.
.There was at this time not a grea* deal of spirit

or energy of any sort in the New-York Provincial
Congress. Schuyle , in command on the northern

frontier, was very feebly supported, and the men

and menus for the invasion of Canada were drawn
chiefly from Connecticut ami Vermont. The New-
Yorkers warmly oiposed l.ee's entrance iuto the

city with troops fr*m Connecticut; and, in the ex-

pectatiou of the arrival of the German mercenaries
taken into the British service, they avowed their
"unshaken loyalty to their sovereign," end prom¬
ised protection to lYjSM if he Would return. New-

York, nevertheless, was carried along by the gen¬

eral current, and joued, though somewhat hesitat¬
ingly, in the Declara'ion of Independence.

This result had bten for some rime foreseen by
the y oung Hamilton, as his writings show. Mean¬

while, he had applied himself to obtain such infor¬

mation aud instruction as he could iu the art.llery
mtv i« c, ,m«l in March 1770, with the nasistance of

Mclfougnll, he obtaiistd a commission as captain of
a provincial artillery tompaiiy which Schuyler had
n comuieuded to be nised. Tbe remnant of his
lsst remittance from tin friends in Santa Cruz is
said to have been cinpbyed in equipping his com-

pany. The main bod. of the continental army,
lately employed in the «iege of Boston, was now at

New-York, and Hamilton's artillery « ompany was

attacked to Scott s brlradc. Of the way in which
this «rtiilery c.iptti.ij of nineteen years of age oc-

on pied b.s lei* ire we bave the following euriou*
details:

llliln.'tol h. ell.- |...; In lav. p. ilii.l'il I be dillie* of
bis military r fes.-ion to ii:v. it him wholly tromthe
wos* cut ion of bit pri ekxts studies. The " pay b<w>k "

.I hie eompnnv rrivs an loterestiac exhibition of his
train «>f thought. With in i it.-s el woilt*tobe n od.
nre found note-. r» lat ne to .otninerec, to the " rates of
. vhnnge," the "money .rI ilnt on," the " propor-
lions in it of gold nnd *.lver," tbe "par betwveu
land and h.ls,r. the " iis reae« of population," "tn-
¦eg ot observations eahibjtias the probabilities of
life." Among tb« to is fouad thi-. striking Inquiry, in¬
dicating how eorly his atied was directedtsifhe ot-
gani/rrn.n ,t a (;« ne-til Oov-rnmept w'th sffe'tive
tiib-pend« nt powers- "teuere; VYooW It not he ad¬
visable to let nil taxes, even those impoaed by the
States, be collected by perncos of CecgTessiooäl an-

pointnien;, and wo..id it not tic advu-nble to pay tbe
Miff tort »o mu .b per pjpf, to ;te * .'me coie ;tr«j |«

It was not long, however, that lUmiltoo wu

able thus quietly to pursue his studiee and speoula-
tions. The Declaration of Independcoce wm speed¬
ily followed by the arrival in the waters of New-

York of a large Bririah fon-e, under the two Howes.

Oor young artillery captain was called into active
sen ice, and, in tho disastrous retreat from Long
Island, he lost his baggage and ooe of his guns. It

soon became necessary to abandon New-York, and

Washington retired with his army to tho upper
part of tho island. It was hero that ITamilton,
while employed in tho contraction of an earth¬
work, first attracted tho attention of the Com-
mander-in-Chief, who invited him to his quarters.

Hamilton's artillery, now attached to McDou-

gall's brigade, formed a part of the force of sixteen
hundred men which held Chatterton's Hill.the
attack upon which by the British is commonly
known as the battle of White Plains. Again the
Americans were forced to retreat, but Hamilton's
conduct in the engagement was such aa fully to sat¬
isfy his commander.
He followed Washington iu the dispiriting re¬

treat through the Jerseys, and his guns helped to
check the advance of Cornwallis, who came

upon the retreating forces with double their num¬

bers as they were crossing tho Raritan. Hamil¬
ton's company was also in the battles of Trenton
and Princeton, by all which hard services it was
reduced to twenty-five men.

Hamilton's spirit and ability had not escaped no-

tice. and he had been invited by two major-generals
to take a place in their staff. These invitations he
had declined, but he accepted a simitar offer from
Washington, and on the 1st of March, 1777, was

announced in orders as aid-de-cainp to the ('oiu-
mander-iu-Chief, with the rank of licuteuant-
COlolM'l.
What Washington most wanted in his aides-de¬

camp, and what he found it extremely difficult to

get, was assistance in the multifarious correspond¬
ence he was obliged to carry on.persons able to

think as well as to write for him.qualifications
not easily found, but which Hamilton possessed in
a high degree, and of which Washington largely
availed himself.

In fact, the bulk of this volume, which conn s

down only to the close of the year 1779, is made
up of exf roots from leiten written, as the compiler
expresses himself, "by Hamilton over Washing¬
ton's signature."' The narrative of events thus
given is further illustrated from Hamilton's cor¬

respondence with the Council of Safety of New-
York, his private letters, and by extracts from the
letters or other actor, in th« eeene, diligent use

having apparently be-en made of the collection of
the papers of Gen. Gates, deposited with the New-
York Historical Society. All other known sources

of information, printed or manuscript, have been
diligently put into requisition. It, is, however, to
be regretted that the dates of the letters quoted
are not more uniformly given, and that in some

eases we are neither furnished with the name of
the writer nor with that of the person to whom
they were addressed, both circumstances of brittle
importance iu determining the historical value to
be attached to such document*.
Were we to judge by tho lamentations with

which for two or three years past the newspaper
press baa abounded, we might imagine that section¬
alism was quite a new thing in our politics.a hor¬
rid monster now for the first time heard of. This
ia a very great mistake, ab all familiar with onr his¬
tory are fully aware, and n« is most abundantly de-
monstrated iu this volume. The point most strik¬
ingly brought out in it is the very high degree of
sectional jealousy and personal antipathy, mid the
extremely low estimate of each other, whether as

to talents or honesty, which prevailed among the
cliques and parties into which the heroes of the
Revolution and the founders of our Republic were

divided.a state of thing* not in any respect ex¬

ceeded by the similar antipathies and feelings id'the
present moment. And from this we are author¬
ized to derive consolation ami encouragement. If
infant liberty in its cradle survived those sectional
jealousies, may we not expect that the hatreds,
jealousies, suspicious, plots, violences Hiid contra-
dietions of interest and ideas of the present day
will be in like manner surmounted .'

The origin of the trouble at that time was not
without a certain degree of resemblance to the
causes of our existing political divisions. New-
Kngland was altogether too radical, too fanatical,
too democratic, too much carried away with ideae
of equality, to suit the temper or to cooperate
kindly with " the gentry of the Middle and Southern
Colonies," to borrow the phrase of our author.
Then as now it was with the "gentry'' that the
political leadership of tbe South rested. The great
mass of the population counted iu that respect for
little or nothing; whereas in New-Kngland it was

absolutely necessary to fake into a.-count the opin¬
ions aud prejudices of the masses, the body of the

people being impressed with the inconvenient idea
that they too must be consulted; while on the other
hand the "gentry of the Southern and Middle Col¬
onies " felt and expressed toward these pragmatical
and insolent New-Knglnndera and their representa¬
tives in Congress much the same feelings enter¬

tained and expressed to-day by our Soutberu slave-
holders for the laboring inhabitants of the demo¬
cratic section of the Union.New-Kngland having
gradually extend.si itself since the Revolution
through New-York into Ohio and the Par West.
These foci.tigs of sectional jealousy and dispar*

agement having led to the denunciation of the New-

Lngland ofticers as boors and her soldiers as cow¬

ards.a charge to which too much color was given
by the misbehavior of some New-England regi¬
ments at New-York.were naturally enough re¬

torted by corresponding iujustiee on the other side;
and in this state of feeling, taking also into account
the success of Gates with his New-Kngland troops
and officers at the North, and the loss of Philadel¬
phia, it is not by any means surprising that the idea
was formed of substituting a new Commander-in-
chief in Washington's place. It by uo means fol¬
lows that every person engaged in this movement,
or indeed that tie larger part, were impelled by un¬

worthy motives. Many of tbe parties more or less
concerned in it became in after times Washington's
strongest friends and supporters. As things theu
stood, there were reasonable, or at least plausible,
grounds for believing that with another Cominan-
drr-in-Chief the colonists might have been more

successful. It must be recollected that even Ham¬
ilton himself does not appear to have formed a very
high opinion of Washington's talcnta. In his ktter
to Sehuyler.not found in the present volume, but
which, uo doubt, will appear in the next..giving
an account of his resignation of the place ol aid-
I' .camp, and begging that Sehuyler (whose
daughter by this time Hamilton bad married) would
?ot in consequence withdraw hie support from
Washington.S- buy* rbeing at that titne a Dele¬
gate in Congrett.he thus eipreesed himself:
"Tbe ftet^rol ia a very honest man; h'a competi¬
tors have iVnder mm% and less integrity, Ha

popularity hta often been essential to the safety of
America, and n still of great importance to it.

Tbeae considerations hare influenced my past eon-

duct respecting him, and will influence my future.
I think it necessary he should be supported. His
estimation in your mind, whatever may be its
amount, I im persuaded has been formed on

principles which a circumstance like this cannot

materially affect."
If, so late a* 1781, Hamilton could thus place

his support of Washington less on his merits than
on the force of circumstances and the weakness
and nnworthiness of bis competitors, it will not do
to set dow n, as our author seems too inclined to do,
every criticism upon the army and the Commander-
in-Chief to be found in private letter* to ill-temper
and a malicious disposition. In private corre¬

spondence, a certain license and freedom must be

expected and allowed. The same liberty which

the General, or at least the members of his staff,
took with Congress, Members of Congress must

be expected to tike with the Commandcr-in-Chief
and the army. Take, for instance, the following
letter of Hamilton to Goar. Clinton, of Feb. 13,
1778. Can he be allowed to speak »o freely of

Congress and its Members without conceding au

eqnal liberty to the other side ?
There is a matter which often obtrude* itself upon

my mind, and which ft quires the attention of every
person of sense aud influence among us; I BMII it

degeneracy of representation m the great council of
«merk*. It is a melancholy truth, Sir. the effects of
which we daily see, and feel', that there is n> I WOmoh
w isdotli in ft certain body as there ought to be, and as

the success of our affairs absolutely denand*. Many
members of it are, no doubt, men in every respect fit
for the trust; but this ( nnnot be said of it ae a body.
Folly, caprice, « want of foresight, comprehension and
dignity, (Winterize the general tenor of their actions.
Of this I dare say, you are sensible, though you have
not perhaps so many opportunities of knowing it as I
have. Their conduct, with respect to the army espe¬
cially, is fickle. ind< i¦bare, and improvident; insomuch
that we are reduced to a more terrible situation than

you (an conn ive. False and contracted views of
economy ban prevented them, though repeatedly
Urged to it, from making that provision for officers
which was reqaisite to interest them in the service.

This has produced such carelessness and Indifference
to the service, at is subversive of every officer-like
quality. They have disgusted the limy by repeated
instances of the most whimsical favoritism in their
promotions; and by an absurd prodigality of rank to

foreign, ire. and to the meanest stuff of tbe army. They
have not been able to summon resolution enough to
w ithstand the impudent importunity and v ain boasting
of foreign pretend, rs; but novo manifested sucha duc¬
tility and Im OBStaney in their proceedings, a* willwar¬
rant tbe chargeoi i-iiffering themselves to be bullied
by every petty adventurer who comes nrmed w ith os¬

tentations pretensions ofmilitarymeritandexperieace.
Would you believe it, Sir I it is become almost pro¬
verbial in the mouths of the French officers and other
foreigner-., that they have nothing more to do, to ob¬
tain w hatever they please, thantoaseeoneehightoae,
and assort their own merit with confidence and perse¬
verance. These ibings wound my feelings ns a repub-
lioou more than I can expre.s, and in some degree
make me coatetaptlblt in my own ayes.
America once had a representation that would do

honor to any age or nation. The present falling off is
very nlarming and dangerous. What is the cause, ami
how is it to be remedied I are questions that the wel¬
fare of the.-e Statesn qniresshooldbe wellattendedto.

In the presentation which he makes of the per»
tonal and sectional feuds, and the different ideas of
policy which prevailed in the early yer.rs of the
Revolutionär} war, Mr. Hamilton plays rather the
part of au advocate than of a judge. He makes
little or no attempt to conceal his own feelings of
partisanship. In general, however, he treats with
a decent respect those whose share in the Revolu¬
tion have given them a fixed place in the public
esteem. In the caee of John Adams, we are sorry
to notice a departure from this policy. He is pur¬
sued iu a manner so marked, that it can hardly fail
to defeat, in a great degree, the writer's object.
Thus, among other things, his absence from Con¬
gress during tbe retreat through the Jerseys, is

represented as a desertion of duty, as a piece of pol¬
troonery; us though he had run off for fear of the
British. If so, Braintree was but a poor place to
run to. While marching on Philadelphia, Howe
sent an army and fleet from New-York, which oc¬

cupied NsJTSgSBSet Beyi a distance by land of not
more than thirty miles from Adams's house. In

going back to Massachusetts, Adams only threw
himself into the focus of the rebellion. Few men

ever underwent a more rigorous political scrutiny
than John Adams; and, had there been the slight¬
est ground for the insinuations now for the first
time urged against him, we should most likely
have heard of it during his lifetime. Whatever
might have been John Adams's faults or failings,
cowardice certainly was not of the number.
One of the most curious and remarkable letters

in this volume is ono written by Hamilton for tbe
purpose of introducing to .lay, then President of

Congress, the younger LhUreOf, and a project he
had of enlisting it brigade of negroes. As the
letter expresses Hamilton's opinions on some points
which still continue to be discussed, we give it at

length:
Colonel Lauren«, who will have tbe honor of de.

Iivering you this letter, is ou kis way to fkwth Caro¬
lina, on aprojeel which, I think, in the present situa¬
tion of affairs there, is a very good one. and deserves
every kind of support and encouragement. This is,
to raise two, three or four battalions of negroes, with
the assistance of the Government ol that State, by
contributions from the ow ners, in proportion to the
number they possess. If you should think proper to
enter upon the subject with him, he will give you a
detail of his plan. He wishes to have it recommended
by Congress to the State; and as nn inducement, that
they wunld engage to tak»- their batalions into conti¬
nental pay.

It uppears to me that an expedient of this kind iu
tiie present state of Sinthern affairs is the most ra¬
tional that can be adopted, and promises very import¬
ant advantages. Indeed, I hardly see how a sufficient
force can be collected in that quarter without it; and
the enemy's operations there nre growing infinitely
serious and formidable. I have, not tho least doubt
that the negroes will make very excellent soldiers,
with proper management, and I will venture to pro¬
noun* e. that they enntot he put in better hands than
those of Mr. I»uuren*. He has all the zeal, intelli¬
gence and enterprise, and every other qualification
requisite to SSjeesed in such an undertaking. It is a
maiiin with some Beat military judges, that with
sensible officers, soldiers can hardly be too stupid; and
on this principle it i* thought that the Russians would
make the best soldiers in the world, if they were under
other ajh ers than their own. Tbe King of Prussia is
among the number who maintain this doctrine, and
bn-> a very emphatic saying on the occasion, which I
do not exactly recollect. I mention this because I
have frequently heard it objected to tie- scheme of
embodyingn» groes, that they are too stupid to make
solders. This is so far from appearing to me a valid
objection, that I think their want of cultivation (for
tliHir natural faculties are probably as good as ours)
joined to that habit of subordination which they
acquire trom a life of servitude, will enable th. m
¦e-ooer to become soldier* than our white inhabitants.
Let cuVcr* be men of sense and sentiment, and the
aearer the soldiers approach to machine*, perhaps
the better. *

I foresee that this project will have to combat much
opposition from prejudice and self-interest. The con¬
tempt we have been taught to entertain for the blacks
renke. IH fancy many things that are founded neither
in reason nor experience; and an un willingnc** to pertwith property id so valuable a kind will furnish a
thousand arguments to show the impracticability or

pernicious tendency of a scheme which requires sncfa
sacrifice*. J)ut it should be considered that if wv do
tot make use of them in tbit way, the enemy probablv
will, and that the be«t way to eosnteract tin tempt*
ti.'ns they will hold out will be to offer th> n ourselves.
An essential part of the plan i* to give them their free-
«b«i with their swords. This will seetaTS their fidelity,
apimate their courage, and, I believe, will have a good
,i ti,..i,., upi n those who remain, by upkmnu * noun
ro i mr.in kjm.NcirATioi. This circumstance, 1 oes>
h as, has Mi small weight in inducing me to wish th*
success of the protect j for the dictates of humanity and
true policy equally interest me in favur of this unfor¬
tunate class of men.
Tbe present volume comes down only to the close

oS 1779, One or two otter volumes art; aJreody in

the press.and the who*, work, apeetLry ioh»~Tplated, will nW to |,e^^Tv^S
gone over in thi. volume is rather - |., \ ^
we bare reason to believe that the. future voruaZ
especially those which treat of the posbrernrnoT
ary b.story, w,U ronUin much new an« vervS
eating matter.

Tf rJ UUer.ing matter.
The qnestion how far the lettert and otter

pen, written by Hamilton for WMhington1. 2\um\
to be considered aa Hamilton «od B0W Z?j
Washington's, is one which we r^ for fctfjj
discussioD.

life OF AARON Burr
THK LIFE |AND TIMKS Of AARON Ria. . .Paama. umo. pp. «**. Masta BrvOj,"^**- ¦'.*«.
The reputation of Aaron Burr, aa colored by fju

poptilar traditiona concerning his "har*. vr w;y
modified to n considerable degree, by the ttate*
menta of his biographer in this singularly interest,
ing volume. Mr. Parton has obviously pursued hi*
elaborate researches with a dctcrniiiutioa to aacer*
tain the exact truth in the matter, without retard
to current opinions or prejudices, in spite of a eer>
tain natural leaning iu favor of a man whom he be
lieves to Lave been too rigidly dealt with by his co»
temporaries. He docs not, however, biind hiataokl
to the fatal defects in the character of Birr.he
treats bis subject generously, but not iiTtae spirit
of chivalrous romance.presenting the exteanaunf
circumstances of his career, without attempting to
gloss over the unscrupulous love of intrigue and
want of high principle which were the diatinguiab-
ing features of his life. In the bands of Mr. Parte**,
Aaron Burr ceases to be the malignant, ferocious,
Satanic monster of prevailing tradition, but is eoo-
vi rted rather into the smooth, smiling, plauaibla
demon, best represented by Goethe in the charac
tet <>f Mephistophelean From the beginaing to the)
end of his career we find no tru"c of moral prinei.
pie.among the elements of which he waj com.

pounded, conscience was omitted.there was uo
touch of piety toward God or man in his nature.n%
gleam of human tenderness, or of divine xapiratici
.his heart was cold and hard as a rock.hit amhi*
Um knew neither limit uor ivstraiutr-hia selfish*
ness was as exclusive aa it waa subtle; but still, ha
gave no evidence of a love of the grosser forme of
d» pravity.he was polished and refined, evea to

fastidiousness, in his exterior.he waa not a foal*
mouthed scoffer at religion.nor did he rudely via*
late the proprieties of life.the cloven foot waa

usually concealed beneath the nicest silken hoes,
and varnished leather.and forcooluesa, seU-poseea»
sion, and courtesy of manners he waa scarcely t

w hit inferior to his gentlemanly prototype in Faust.
Burr was left an orphan before he waa twrj

years old, and he had scarcely cut his teeth before
he began to show the lore of inischief and intrigue,
which proved the 44child waa father of the man.'*
When he waa only four years old, he engaged id I
iolent rebellion against hie leading striags, took Uu»

bit between his teeth, and, snapping his fingen at
the tutor in charge, ran away from home. It waa
some three or four days before the precocious rru.

ant could be found; nor is it related with what de*
inure grace he received the conietfient ehaatiaos
tnent; but he/continued his pranha, aa opportunity
afforded, and by the time he waa ten years old, ran

iwayfor the second time in order to go tose«.
" He weot to New-York, took the pvst of eiÄa»
boy on board a ship getting ready for sea, and ae>
tually served in that capacity for a short time. But^
one day while he waa at worh on the quautet-dtak.
he spied a suspicious clerical-looking gentlaana
coming rapidly down the wharf, who, ha soon saw,
w as his uncle, bent on the capture of a cabiu-boy.
He sprang into the rigging, and before kis uncle got
on board the ship, had cWbed to the maat-head.
He saw his advantage, and resolved to profit by tt»
He w as ordered down, but refused to come. As
hia uncle waa a gentleman who would hare been
nowhere leas at home than at the mast-bead of a

ihip, the command had to soften itaelf into an en-

treaty, and it became, finally, a negotiation. Upon .

the condition that nothing disagreeable should bo.

fall him in consequence of the adventure, the run.

away agreed to descend, and go home again to hie
books." The young scape-grace, however, had ad
active brain. When no deviltry was at hand, he
took well to bia studies. He got fitted for college)
at the age of eleven, and applying for admission at
Princeton waa rejected on account of hia extreme
youth. At this time he was a dapper little gentle*
»«an, with a fair, handsome face, his keea black
eyea already beginning to be dangerous, and hii
soft, enticing ways making him a geueral favorite.
He at length became old enough to enter college,
where he was occasionally a hard student, and a)t
ways greatly addicted to multifarious reading. A
curious indication of his love of mystification and
intrigue was here given in hia habit of writing hia
confidential letters io cipher, although aa a boy of
fifteen, he could scarcely be supposed to have beeo
burdened with any secrets of moment. Soon after
leaving college, he went to reside in the family of
Dr. Bellamy, the celebrated Calviuiatic divine or1
Bethlehem, Conn., with a view to the study of
theology. But one \ ear's trial was enough to con*

vince him that he had neither the faith nor works
requisite to the exercise of the clerical profession.
He turned his back upon the creed of his ances*

tors, and exchanged the robust and sinewy belief o$
Jonathan Edwards for the gospel according Jo
Chesterfield and Voltaire.
The breaking out of the Revolution gave a stronf

impulse to the military spirit, which was eertaituf
a natural element in Burr's cLaracter. On receive

ing the news of the battle of Lexington, he fluuf
aside the law-books to which he had reeeutly been

jdevoted. and, seizing the sword, hastened to join
the patriot forces in the vicinity of Boston. Ho
felt that he was formed to excel as a soldier. A
mere stripling in appenran«*, with a stature of nre>
feet six inches, a slender form, and a youthful face,
he yet possessed a power of prolonged exertion,
and a capacity for enduring privation, that were

wonderful in a youth of nineteen. His courage
was perfect.he never knew fear; even him nerve»

could not be startled by any kind cf sadden horror.

He w as a good horseman, a gooJ helmsman, a tol*
erable fencer, and a decent »bot. Moreover, be
loved the military art; kne" all of it that could be
learned from books, an' owe highly priied the
soldier's glory than th«t of any other pursuit. To
these qualities he added n mind cultivated and
most fertile in these suggestions for which toe* -

igencies of war furnish such frequent f" .m. ,

And with ail kis power to win the conAalii ¦* i

equals and inferiors, mcu saw In bis face .-u bear*

ing whut Kent loved in Lear, amthoritu ' So pe
riod of Aaron Burr's life is better known tb'

time be spent in the Revolutionary army,
three times, in the latter part of hia i.fc,
claimant under the Pension and CmmW9M
passed for the bcuoiit of the soldiers of th.

tioti; und, to substantiate his claim, hi'

soldiers gave written and tworn testimony
ing his services, some of them narrat i g.

particularity, exploit* vi- »V wluvb they ie*


