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i COBB ON SLAVERY.
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| T MTHE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: ..r" WHICH
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' \UTHs new Inw book has an attraction which

tiona of that sort very seldom present, at
paet for the genernl reader. Tt is also likely to

highly urefal and conveniont to the practical
wyer, since it treats of & title peculiar to Amer-
ian law, &nd never hitherto made the subjeot of
w elementary treatise,  Tta professed object is to
exhibit the exact legal status of the slave in the

Uoited Rtates. To ennble the wtudent to appre-
ciate, not merely the positive, but the relative

ition of the Ameriean slaves as compared with
et of other servile classes in other times sud
gher countries, it learned and industrious
withor bhas prefixed an introduction which occupies
wit balf of the present volume, containing an his-
pereal sketeh of Slavery in all ages and nations,

Wesbnll confine what we have just now to say

i thie Flistorical Sketeh, reserving our observa-
fons on that portion of the volume relsting spe-
ally to our American Slove law for a second
wrtiale.

Let us begin, then, with saying that Mr. Cobb evi-
dently belongs to the eomparatively small class of
rearonable men, and that to, perbaps, a somewhat
greater degree than in the present excited und fa-
mtical state of public opinion at the South on the
question of Blavery, he thinks it altogether politie
arpmdent to evince. It is impossible, however,
to concede to him thet philosophieal and judicial
jmpartiality to which be uspires, While denying
in his preface that he has any political or scetiounl
prpose, lie at the eame time admita that ho hus
{onbtless bpen binsed by his birth and edueation
maslaveholding State,  Indeed, it is impossible
wt fo see in both divisions of hix book, not merely
u statement of faects, or alleged fhets, but an at-
fempted npology for and justification of the exist-
ing system of American Slavery—an apology and
justification all the more effoctive becauss the book
cannot be read by sny person competent to judge
it without feclings of respect, especinlly in contrast
with e style in which the Slavery question is

commonty greated st thefSouth by those whe con- |

deseend to discuss it nt all, for the learning, com-
prebensiveness and eandor of the suthor. He de-
clares, and we doubt vot in pefect good fuith,
fhat, as far e possible, he has diligently sought
fruth, and has writton nothing which he did not
meoguize as bearing her image, But, like so many
sther sincere seckers after truth, ho sees several
things very much distorted by his own preposses.
tions, and by the murky atmosphere about him,
wd on some matters coinciding with those prepos-
wasions, and tending to make out his ense, espe-
cally in what relates to the condition of the eman-
tipsted negroes in the Northern States and the
Weat Indies, he bases very broad couclusions
wd very positive statements upon very slight
tetimony, and that sometimes of & very
worthless character. Thia is no doubt in
prt owing, especially when he comes down
to cotemporary events, to the disadvantage,
to which he refers, of having been obliged to write

which, though the sest of a Southern university, is
Wt ill provided with books and journals, whereby
b has been reduced sometimes to rely on second-
land investigations and sometimes, a8 his book
shows, upon merely the distorted and and vanishing
sehoes of common rumor and interested clamor,
Reflection, he says, bas induced him to change
magy positions which he had committed to paper.
Even of those which he has committed to print,
there are many which also need to be changed, a
meult which the author himself anticipates s the
togequence of subsequent reflection and the ex-
Puition of other minds.

The book has also becn written in the midst of &

dimhdry snd applisstion, and the more com-
endable from its rarity in the author's part of the

“disconnection and incohereney” which the suthor
5 may be detected by experiencod eyes. We
% indeed detect such an incoberency: but it ap-
Pars to us much less due to the disadvantages un-
&r which the book was composed, which the
Sthor has shown himself quite capable of over-
tomiug, than to the charneter of the cause which

@tes of doubtful cases, who feel the want of one
.,"“'B and invincible position, that they are some-
times led to put themselvea upon seversl grounds

:_":;““‘ beard of the famous case in which the
0 r of & kettle brought suit against the borrower
having bmu‘ht it back with a hole in the bot-
tom, and to whick the defanse ot up was, first
Ue Kettle was vever borrowed; second u:hru i;
Was borrowed, it already bad a hole ip i;.. thind,
Bwas whole when returaed.  Now, ;Mﬂ;. sATH
boue n litthe of the same incoherency in mﬂn“
dor's defense of American Slavery, 1t ig evident]
®e chief object of his elsborate and in!rm.t‘u::
Wtacical sketch to lead to the inference from the
Wivermality of Blavery in all times and ages—ihat
Be status of Slavery without suy reference at il

Whole, most comfortable and desira¥le eamdition
r the Isboring claes of mankind. e admits, in-
¢, that Slavery has disappesred from among the
*nilized nations of modern Europe, but be labors
®sbow that after all this change s ratber nominal
veal, and so far av it in real is decidedly to the
tage of the laborer by depriving bim of &

:ﬁn Later to whom be ean look for defense snd
ction, for food, elothon, sheltor, and eare in
Schoean ad ol age, beaving bim with biweelf to

his book in an ** interior village ™ (Athens, Geo.), |

Worions practico—a very commenduble instance |

wuttry; and this, too, is made an excuse for a

b bas undertaken to defend. It happens to advo- |

Bet very consistent with esch other. Mr. Cobb has |

®race or color, is the natusal, nomas}, ard oo the ll

take eare of, and otill & slave in subetance, but
with nobody having any particular interest in bim,
and therehy in constact denger of starvation, Taie,
for instance, the following pasragen concerning the
workingmen of Eurupe:

While Blavery in name is extines, Slavery in fact
exists on the continent, and must eontinne to exwt, un-
til cnlighlenment shall bave driven inteliectonl dark-
pess from the earth, and religion ehall have l:ha:rel'l
so completely the heart of man, that every one sball
| be contented 0 cecupy tint epliere for which bis ne-
| ture tits him.

The labor performed by the lower classen, is gervile
inbor.  In name, it is eoluntary, io reality, it ie inrel
untary, foreed by a master more o lentl #= than their
fvm!nl’ ords—stern pocessity, The female Slavery
described by P'rofessor Siliman in hia Socond Vst
10 ]-:1;:-1;--, ar witnessed by himeelf in Saxony, had ro
parallel among the jermans, whos: Slyvery
wi hnve beenexamining. hen population becomes
demne, and the nnmbers depending npon their lahor for
their food increase, the pries of
one standard, to which it of neccssity comes: that is,
the smnllest possible amount upon which the laborer
can foed gaud elothe himeself and such of Lis family as
pre sbsolutely belpless, Another resnit is, that, as
the price of Jubor decreases, the age at which the child
ghall be considered capabie to toil for his own support
correspodingly decreascs; and the age at whic?l the
old skl be considercd exempt from Ingur. in the same
ratio increases. Neeessity too, furces the lnborer to
subnit to an amount of labor to which bLis physieal
frame is incompetent, and henee, laws are necessa
to protect him from ench exactions.  Another resalt
i#, that, despuiring of an honest sapport, or yielding
to pataral indolence, the number of paapers frightfully
inereares, and with it the pumber of thefts and offenses
of that character, Michaclis, & Jearved German wri-
ter, after considering the question, ** whether it ha
better to have Blavery or not 7" sums ap thus: “To
etrike a balance, then, between the rdvastages and
disadvantages of Blavery, is o difficult matter; bat
opon the whole, when Peansider the severity of oor
numnerous eapital condempations for thets, and our
insecority after all sgainst its artifices; wheo [ eon-
wider that the punikhment of our eulprits only serves
to make them a burden o our peighbors, who (o re-
turn Jand theirs apon us, aid that ot this becomes s
sort of nursery for robbers, or, at any rate, for vagn-
bonds and beggars, who are the pest of every eoun-
try, 1 sm often Jed tw think that the establishnent of
Sinvery under certain hmitations would prove s prof-
itable plan,"

Pitched to the same key, the following in relation

to the laboring clesses of Great Britain:

The present condition of the laboring classes in
Great Britain diffors from personal bondnge chiefly in
the name, Necessity and honger sre mors relentices
masters than the old Saxon Jords, The power of Life
and death, and the use of corporal chustisement are
the mere attendants of Slavery; neither are necessary
to constitute perfect bondage.” When the time and la-
bor of oue person are by any means not prrely volun-
tary, the property of another, the forwer i« a slave
and the latter is & master. And it makes no change
in their condition, whether the food and elothing of lhe
luborer be furnishied him from the obligation to enp-
port end clothe one's property, or from the scanty re-
turn of nominal wages,

A to food, elothing, residences, and the amonnt and
charneter of the labor required, the working classes of
Britain compare unfavorably with many slaveholding
countries, The earnings of the agricultural peasant
will barely furnish o support, when he i in health sod
employment, When out of employment or diseased,
lie bedumes necessarily a rpn.nper. The parliamentary
reports  give n view of wretchedness, destitution.
ignorenee and crueity, in connecton with the men, wo-
men, and children, “engaged in the English mines,
which from uny less reliable source would be inered-
e,

From the same relinble evidenes we are informed of
degradation, poverty, and cruel oppresson under
which the poor laborers, of ew-rz age and mex, groan
nud exiet in the factories and workshops of the United
Kipgdom, The use of the Insb is no nncommon resort
of the bosses, aud the fear of starvation bars up the
door of justice,

The menial and liveried servants of Britain share &
fate pot much superior. Actual, corporal cruelty ie
wot s freguent, and detection and punishment more
certain; yet, the abject submission required, and the
contempiuous treatment reccived, break the epirit of
the slave, nud give food to the ipsolence of the master.

A prominent evil to which the poor of Britain are
subijected, is their miserable homes, Crowded into &
pingle rosm, of all pexes uud ages, filth, disense, viee,
amf crime, sre the inevitable consequences,  To this,
add & degree of ignoranee appalling, in g0 old and civ-
ilized & uation, snd the result is not astonishing that
#o many of the children shoald be thieves; and the wo-
men prostitutes, and the men panpera,

8o alko in the summing up of the advantages
and disndvantages of Slavery in the United States,
it ie to be noted that the advantages on which our
anthor insists have no reference whatever to race
or color of the slaves, bat might be urged with
just ae much force na reasone for reducing to Slav.
ery the white laborers of the North, In giving
this passage, we underscore, in sddition to the
word conservative, which the author himself
italicises, a foew statements which, coniing from
such o gource, can hiardly be read without a emile,
indieative, as they are, of 8 self-complacent de-
lugion on the part of onr Southern friends, carried
even in well-informed quartera to a ludicrous ex-
tent, and of which several other instances may be

found in this book.

Puliticully, Slavery is a conservatire institntion, The
niass of laburers pot bewg recognized smong citizens
every citigen fecls that he belongs to an elov
clase. 1t matters not that be ie po <lavebolder; he is
not of the inferior race; he is a freehorn citizen;
chptiges o no wenind occupation, T'he poorest riecta
| the rachest as an egual ; aite af kis table with him; #a-
| lutes him a8 & neighbor; mects him in every public
| nseembly, and stands on the same social platferm.

Henece, there is no war of classes, There is truthfully

| republican equality in the ruling olasa,
l ‘b lnborers being slaves, thers is not the same dan-
i Ft-r of contlicts hetweentlabor and capital, nor the same
| Lability 1o other excitements in crowded  masses,
which end in riote, These are unkoowe iv pare slave-
holding communities,

Ruising their own Jaborers, there lg no indacement
for foreign immigration into shvesolding commoni-
tive. Their citizens imbibe freedom with their moth-
er's milk,

The lvisnre sllowed to the slaveholder gives Lim an
opportunity of informing himself spon enrrent gues-
tivns of politics, and bis intereet being identical with
his ne ',|_fh||w:|-, in preserving existing ipstilntions, the
Southern politician addresses always a body of men
having n common seotiment, and ot fo be i fueneed
fo so greal an extent by the Lnnbu;;".y demagogues,
This 1s an influential clement in furming public opinion,
| wue nets thue conservative y upon the publie men of
the south,
| Official poeition ie mot very consistent with the in-
| tervst of the glaveholder, and dence (8 never sought ¢ 2
| s peensiary emoluments. It is coweted ouly by those
I
]

awbitious of distinction.  Hepee, the publie men of the

Southdo not find themeelves supplantel by anpre-
| vided asprants, but their services sre frequently

j.',fhh'l-lll'.]% received by their constituents, Born to
| commnnd, and habitiated to rule, they frequently
| commend themeelves to the pation by their firmoess,
their independence, and their feariessuess, These noe
wetortant elements in the character of & statesnan,

Rlavery is a protection from pauperisn, the bane for
| which the wisdom of civilized man bas oot yet pre-
| prred an avtidote. In Americs, afiliction, old age, and
| Wleness, are the only sources of pauperism.  Where

the laborers are slaves the waster i compelled by law
| to provide against the former, and is muthorized to
protect himself against the lstter, The poor-houee,
therefore, is almost nuknowr.

The seventies of Winter and the depression of finan-
oinl erises, bring no borrore to the laborers of the
| South, The interest of the maeter an well as the low
| of the land protect the negro sgaivet the former, while
| & chapge of masters is the worss resalt which can ve-
| ful Ll from the latter.
| As nirendy intimated, thers is perhaps no
| the grest problem of reconciling the iuterest labor

nud capital, so s to protect each from the encroach-

retts aud oppressions of tue other, so simpls and ef-
fective as negre Slavery, By making the Inborer bim-
| welf capital, the couflict censes, and the ntervsls be-
| come identical.
| He says megro slavery; but negro might be left
out without at all affecting the argument. Our
suthor, bowever, has too much sense to venture in
this sge of the world and in this Jemocratic country
| to riek hus case on such & position. S0 be pute
| forward, side by side with this argument for Slavery
| in geveral, a special argument for negro Slavery ‘n
:! particular, which he stiempts to back vp by re-
ligion us well an by philosophy and expericnsa. Of
j the argument npon the former pant—better suited,
to coufess the truth, to some bard-sbell Baptiet

| exhorter or Mormon apostle than to a man of sensd

iation of

! snd education ke our author—be is, indeed, 8 Lt- | marks of the poverty and utter degradation -ut +f | bunstion of their lands whic

te uby.

He throws ¢ out for what effect 't any

bor ean have but |

have, but, as we are melined to surpect in epite of | ty yoare since they were set free, too, aa they them- ( Abardoned plantations m; 'n-.._: peculiar f.o coun-

hin devotedness to truth—for something wust be | selves hitterly expressed it at the time, as the mon. | trics where the negroee bave been emaneipated.

allowed to the infrmites of buman nature and

keye are, without lsnd, home or scarcely a rag to |

There are pleuty of them in Virginla, and we

romething to the mvineible effect of bubit upon » | *heir backs, In that period » Iarge part of them | think we bave seen them in Georgis. But et us
praeticing lawyer—not without a alight emile of | bave acquired free-holds of their own, paying s | bear Mr. Cobb himseli upon that point.

eontempt m one corner at least of his mouth, for |

the poor, saperstitious inoramuses whose con-

sciences are thus to be quieted or their anderstand- |

inge to be satisfied. ** One of the inmutes of the
ark,” be tells us, ' became a servant of servants,
and, m the opivion of many, the curse of Hum i
now being executed vpon kis deseendunta, in the
ecoslavement of the pegro race,” But whether in
the cage of the negro this condition s ' the eurse
on Conasn, the son of Ham, w8 many religiously
believe and plansibly argne,” our sutbor modestly
exeusee himeell from deeiding a8 net within his
provinee, which is rather that of bistory and law
then of thealogy, He inxists, Lewever, that ne-
groes have been slaves from time immemorial. Bat
then that proves nothing special in their case, since,
s be himself shows, the laboring whites of Eqrepe
were alio in that eendition from time immemorial
ull within a comparatively reeent pericd, and in
Ruseia still are so. But then be ineists that the
negroes are stupid, lazy, and, if left to theselres,
£t for nothing but vagabonde. This, however, is
precieely the character which, as he himself showe,
the Greekr and Romane gave of their slaves, and
the feudal proprietors in the middle ages of their
serfs, The Roman slaves imported from DBritain
were set down ae particularly stupid, and Wiles, in
the middie sges was reckoned in Germany—aa
Africa is now thought of in Georgia—to have an
atmosphera fit to preduce slaves only, The very
word slave implies the idea prevalent in Europe in
the fourteenth century, that the whole Sclavon.c race
was fit for nothing but to make slaves of; and Mr.
Cobb himeelf would seem to entertaic that opinion,
at least so far ae the great mass of the Russian popu-
lutien s conserned. Thus be tells us of the Rus-
sinn serfe, that **that they are indolent eonstitu-
tionally and indulge it at the mmaater's expease,
They are mendacions beyoud the negro, perhape,
and feel o shame at detection, Like them, too,
they have no providence for the future, and no
apxiety aboutit, Theyare fithy in their pereons,
and in their rade kute, exhibiting in all their handi-
works the ignorance of & savage aud the etupidity
of & dolt.”  Ae to the efforte of the reigning Em-
peror at emancipation, he seems to think no better
of them than he doce of the eckemes of oo Amer-
ican abolitionists, * Without a radieal change in
the Constitution of the State offering greater in-
ducements for effort on the part of the people, aud
perhape, also, a change still more difficult to pro-
duce, that of the character of the serfl Limself, no
bright hopes need be cherished of any material
improvement in the condition of Russian Slavery.”
He forgets that the serfs of Esstern Enrope, when
first emancipated, were in no way superior to the
present sorfs of Russia; aiso, that the first and
generally indispensuble step toward ehanging the
character of an individaal or & class ie to change
the position they occupy and the relatione in which
they stand to others—a remark not less applicable
to Georgian laves than to Roseian serfa.

QOur suthor has much to sy, ae plantere gener-
ally hiave, about the ** pegro charseter,” as though
there were some remarkable twist aboub it, or
kink in it, wvisible and unknown to everybody but
tlaveholders, which incapacitates the negroes for
freedom. Yet nobody st all familinr with our own
Slave lawe, nnd with the way things goon in a
slaveholding fawily, or on s plantation, can read
our suthor's interesting sketch of Slavery as it
existed in Greece and Rome, without being struck
with the very close resemblance between white
Slavery in those days and black Slavery now—a
reremblance tending very strongly to prove that
what our autbor and others speak of ba negro crar-
acter in notbing, after all, but human character, as
developed by slavery; just as so many British
travelers have deseribed, with strong disgust, as
Ameriean peculiarities, juet what they might bave
seen every day of their lives by essting ax ¢ye on
their neighbors or by turning one in on themseives.

But the grand reliance of our suthor, to make
out his cace against the negroes, sppears to be the
total failure, s he shooses to express it, of the ex-
periments hitlerto made in negro emancipation
wod civilization. First comes the case of Hayti, of
the war of independence in which islund he gives &
much better secount than is commonly to be met
with, chiefly drawn from Schoeleher's work, and
one which does not seem o establish suy particuiar
wferiority on the part of the negros. That &
popuintion whick, seventy years neo, consisted
mainly of savages imported from Africa and beld
in & state of the most oppressive slavery, and which
for twenty yeare a’terward wae engaged and more
than kalf of it ueed up in constant and desperste
stroggles, first witk their former masters, next
with the English and then with Bonaparte, all of
whom sought in succession to reduca them again
to that Slavery from which the I'rench Nstional
Conveution oad set them free, and who have bad
still farther to contend against the miltary dee-
potiem, and the lust of mulitary leaders for power,
by which such & protrasted war wae but to. cartain
to be followed—that suck a people, with eick an
experience, does not rival in industry and rapidity
of levelopment ourselves and vtber .nheritors of an
bereditary civilization, I8 19% 0 very astonishing.
Even ip bis own Georgis, there fs, et us remind
M= Cobd. a cont.derable part of the free white
populstion—those known by the asme of Gaorgia
eruckers—with whom, the rural population of
Hayti might well stand & comparscn, whether
on the paint of industry, ivtelligence, or the com-
forts uf their homes,

Next comes tho csse of Dritsh stoition in the
West Indiee, 86 1o which ouT suthor, we are very
sorry to say, betraye s most ismentabie ignocance,
partly, no doubt, from the difficulty of ebtaining in
an (ntenior Georgia village sutbentie ot anything
like complete iuformatica oo the sibject, but
partly, toe, we fear, from & disposition which, in
other people st least, hie secins inelned to hid at in
the motto on fus title page, which, in Lard Coke's
Latin, such ae it s, points out as deserving of pity
the man who, being persusded befure he is in-
furmed, refuscr 10 be ioformed becanso be i un-
willing to be persuaded. Had Mr. Cobb been s
reader of THE TRIBUNE, s journal, we suppase,
which, 12 the place where 2e resides he could
bardly receive through the post-office without snb-
jectig himeelf to grave suspicioze, Le might
bave learmed from the testimomy of recent res
ilents, and native-bern white citizens and former
siaveholders of that Island, that the picture which
be draws of the effect of emsneipetion opon 18
negro population ie 8 Lbel, to way the leat of it,
quite sa groes ua Lhe very blackest pictum which
abolitiopists ever drew of the social and ecoscm-
ical condition of the slaveholding States. It s
true that the pegroes do #tll eontinue to show

wl b emanepation delivered them. JL s tuttwer-

roond price too.  Some of them bave bacome rich, |
'whie the great bulk of them, as the Custom- |
Houee records of imports incontestibly prove, are |
fed and elothed in a sty'e utterly unknown to them |

| in the days of Slarery. Let us aseure Mr. Cobb i "
ian

| that in making the foliowing statements, be has
been grossly deluded, and is in danger of grossly
| deludiog others: !

| Not alome in material wealth bas been the dacline of H
The condition of the |

| ﬂu-ru, “:I‘.r]ﬂ;“-m‘lll.m? f".i."“" R &
;‘.;::':r':'.tf' '.1':-;'::‘1-‘}:;3;1:;‘1‘ ltlnl-‘r\.‘ »);:.-'y. Their {r.lmrepr: t
| nre anunally decreasing from discase, the result of an.
eleanliness, ard from want, the result of improvidence,
| Tncrense of erime I+ proportionate with the spresd of
| misery, Chapels and schools are abandoned, and
! fuithiul teachers aud mis=oparies have retumed in |
| despair to Evtope.
It the reporta of travelers and the looal pewspapers
can be relied on, these islapds bave not yot reached
| the lowest depth of degradation and misery to which |
they are dootied,  Every yoar but adds to the desula.
tion, physica) and moral.
€o long as Slavery lasted, the numbers of the
negroes did annunlly decline, From one to three
per cent of the whole population were killed off
every year by over work, But from the moment l
of emancipation, #s the eensua returns show, the
pumber began to inerease, and has gone on increas-
ing snnuslly.  Nevertheless, the working force is
st this moment considersbly less than it was the
day Slavery was abolished, beeause the proportion
of ehildren to the whole number is very much
greater than it was then,  The elder part of these
children, instead of working naked in the eane
felde snd sugar mills are now in school, comfortably
clotbed, and learning to read and write, while the
enre of the younger ones keeps the mothers out of
the ficld. The story about the faithful missions
ries and teachers going back to Europe is all fudge.
Every community, black and white, bas its vaga-
bonds and sconundrels — we have seen them in
Georgia itself, if Mr. Cobb never did, and of both
eolors and conditions, too, white freemen and black
slaves—but the condition of the English West In.
dia negroes, taken as a body, their condition, moral,
intellectual and peeunisry, has impreved quite aa
fust e, under the circumstances, could have been
expected, They bave not only had their own ig-
nersmes, poverty and degradation to struggle
against, but the great body of the white residents
of the islands, who, in teo many eases, have eon-
tended to the very last, s contest which in Ja-
msica they bave hardly yet given over, to keep the
negroes, after emaneipation, in the same degraded
and helplese position which they oceupied as alaves.
It is true that the sugar crop has dimimshed,
and that the non-resident proprietors—nine-tenthe
of the English West Indig nogro plantations are
still the property of non-resideats—have ceased to
be the nabobs they once were, and hence alone has
arisen all the hue and ery about the total ruin of
the West Indive, s cry, let us remark, which used
to be raised, from time to time, quite as loudly
while Slavery lasted, and with quite as good rea-
gom, 100, as it ever has been since, But this dimi-
nution of the sugar crop, and the abandonment of
extates about which we hear so much, has not been
owing to lazinese on the part of the negroes.
The negroes are uot fond of working for other peo-
ple without pay—a trait of eharacter which seems
to establish a certain degree of brotherhood be-
tween them and the white people; —but when they
themeelves are to gain anything by it, when they
are puid and paid down & reasouable bire, there is
not u people on the fice of the earth more ready to
work, nor & people on the face of the earth who
in a tropical climate can or will, year in and year
out, do so much work as they, The English
planters have changed their tune ss te the indo-
lence of the negroes since by importing emigranta
us they have from Ireland, Germany, Madeira and
tbe Enast Iudies, they have bad the opportunity to
mske & comparison. The conchusion they have
come to, na communicated to us by practical plant-
ers, surveying with pride their thrifty and well-
kept cane-fields, is, that of all laborers on 8 Weat
Indis sugar plantation, the cresle negro, the negro
that ie born in the West Indies, is the best, and
next to bim, by all odda, the native African, taken
out of & captured alaver, and, instead of being
driven by the lash, after the old fashion, put into
the field to work for wages. It is true that the
negro will mot voluntarily work so many hours in
the day, nor will he accomplish 80 much labor in
an bour #s is customary with white men in cold
and temperate climntes; and that, for the best
reason in the world, neither they nor anybody else
can do it in s tropical climate without speedily
bresking down uoder the operation. And now
we come to the true explanstion of the deficiency
of lubor of which the English negro planters have
| w0 loudly complained, and from which they have no
| doubt severely suffered, In the slave tine the
| total labor of the colonies was devoted to planta.
| tion crops. From the moment the slave-trade and
| the tzsnsfer of slaves from one island to snother
| was put a stop to, the population began to decline.
. Loog before the abolition of Slavery every plantation
| kad beeowe short-handed, and in spite of the efforts
! to furce more and more work aut of the negroes, the
I production bad in consequense seriously declined.
| The ugar mills were kept at work all night during

| the grinding season, and it would bave beea the |
| sawe with the field labor—aas long as there were |
| any negroes left to hill ofi—bad it been possible to |
! work them in the dark. Emsncipation put a stop |
to all this, By means of the whip the negro could
| be worked to death. No oegro could be persuaded
| towork kimself to desth for wages, Thers was
| the rub. Next, the women with infants atsid st
| bome to suckle and tend their children. Then
| there were s good many who did not fancy sugar-
planting, the sssociations with which were, to be
| #ure, not altogether the most agreeable, This was
| especially the case with those who had been born
! and bred on coffee or cotton plantstions, but whom
| to supply tha incressing deficit of labor, the sugar
' planters bad from time to time bought up and '
| trineferred to that more laborions employment. |
Others who scquired land of their own worked |
! ehiefly on that, giving enly occasiodal lsbor the the
| migar planters when they wanted o little money.
Freedom and the possession of money by the ne- |
| kToer, opened the door to many new occupations.
| In slave times, there was not a retail store in the
| colonies; now articles of consumption are sold by
the pennyworth at every corner or cross of the |
| rosds, :
| But it was not alone the falling off of their erops,
| 20 the increase in the cost of production from the 4
necesity of paying wages, that the planters had to
encounter, They suffered very severely from two
otier quite distinet causes: 1. The loss of that
manopoly of the British market, which, as slave-
bolders, they had slwaye enjoyed, and 2. The ex-
b made them unable to
@ pete Fuceesssilly with the virg'n Inode of Cuba, |

In aslavehoding State, the greatest evidence of
wealth in the plaster is the pamber of his slaves. The
moet desirable propaty for a remunerative income, is
alavea, The best property o leave to bis chiliren,
snd from whieh they will ‘part with the greatest ro.
lnctance, in slaves. Heuce, the planter investa his
lus income in slaves. The natural result is, that

are 3 =ecundary eonsideration. No sarplas is
left for their mprovewent. The humestead is valaes
only so long as the adiacent lands are profitable for
culivation, The planter himself, baving no local at.
tachments, his children icherit none. On the contrary,
be encourages in them a digposition to seek new lands,
His valuable property (bis siaves) are easly removed
to fresh lands, much more casily than to bring the for-
tilizing materials to the ohl, The resnlt is that they, as

| & elass, are paver settled, Snch a popnlation is almost

pomadic, It s nseless to sock to navite patootic
tions in bebnlf of the laod of bisth, when self
epeake g0 londly, Onthe other hand, where no Siavery
exists, and the planter s surplas vannot be invested in
laborers, it is approprinted the Lnprovewent of
extension of his farm, the be ‘3 ing of the home
stead where his fathers are barod, and where he hepes
to die, (O conrse we 'I"'I"k of elasses, not of lodivid-
nals, The result i the withdrawal of all inveetments
from the improvements of the lands, anothor delote-
riona #ffact of Slavery to the State.

Whatever the desolation of Jamaiea, whatever |

the decline of the splendor, hospitality, and great
estates for which she wae once distingnishied, Vir

ginia, ns 8 Slave State, has gone through the same
process, and now barely contrives to make both
ends meet, not merely by scourging her slaves—to
borrow an expression from Gov, Wise, intosconrg-
ing what they ean out of ber worn out lands—but
mainly—a resource which Jumaiea does not pos-
sess—by selling off all the inervase of her negracs
to stock the new cotton plantations of the South-
Weat, which in their turn are undergoing & like
rapid deterioration, under that nomadie system of
sgriculture which Mr, Cobb a0 graphically de-
scribes, Jamaica and the other British West India
colonies are now graduslly passiug out of this
pomadic state, The negroes are scquiring home-

steads, which they are already beginuing to beau- |

tify, and we trust that, by the end of the century,
the island may come as much to resemble New-
England, s it dees now the worn-out sections of
Grorgia.

Mr. Cobb is 88 much mistaken in what he says
of the emancipated negroes of the Free Stated, as
in his accounts of the West Indies, Accurate in-
formation on that subjeet was hardly to be ob-
tained—if he will pardon us for suggesting it—from
slave-catching Commissioners or dough-face Gov-
ernors, Little confidence ss he may Lave in the
judgment or honesty of Mr. Garrison, or Thewlors

Parker, he would have done much better to have |

spplied to thew. They, at least, have given
some attention to the subject, and, therefore, have
o chance to know something about it. The free

pegroes of the North, of whom a considerable part |

are runaway slaves, or their children, had nothing
to begin with, and almost everything to stroggle
against, climate included. 1t is only within some
twenty years past that they buve attrscted any
sympathy or care frum their white fellow-citizens,
Witlin that period their progress has been marked.
Whatever may be ssid of their poverty or viees,
there is not & town or city, in which any considera-
ble number of them reside, that does not contain &
larger number of white people, who, taken as a
body, are in every respect, morally, intelloctually
and pecuniarily fur below them.

Is it not a little ridiculons—does it not show the
extravagant extent to which even an honest lawyer
will go in behalf of a camse which ho has warmly
espoused, to see 8 sensible man like Mr. Cobb
gravely urging as a proof of the natural inferiority
and incapacity of the negroes, that in the Colony of
Liberia, with its eight thousand inhabitants, not
one child born in the colouy, now thirty-five years
old, is reported as having Lad ** a liberal or classi-
cal education,” while the * classical achool™
established by the Presbyterisns numbered in
1552, ocly eight out of the entire population!
The population of Liberia is as groat at the end
of thirty-fonr or six years aa that of Virgioin was
after the expiration of s similar period, and though
the one was settled by liberated negro slaves, and
the other boasted some of the best blood of Fng-

land, we are inclined to suspect that of the chil- |

dren boro in the two colonies respectively, & great
many more of the Liberians can read sod write
than was the case with the young npative-born
Virginians, Indeed, there are plenty of counties
at this moment in Mr. Cobb's own State of Georgia,
with s larger white population than the total popu-
lation of Liberia, and negroes more or less, to boot,
thast in number of pupils and the education of their
children, if the returnsof the census can be trusted,
are far behind Liberia,

Upon the question of the capaeity of the negroes
for freedom, and the possibility of their enjoying it
side by side with the whites, Mre. Cobb passes by
the case of Brazil very gingerks, It appears, from

bis own statement, that there are more froe ne-

groes in that rismg empire than in the British
West Indies, Huyti and the United States, put to-
gether,  Yet he has nothing to produce ehout soy
tendency to return to barbarisw on their port, or

any impossibility of their living on peaceful snd |

equal terms with the whites,  On the other Laud,
in the single parsgraph which he devotes to that

country, the total of whose black population ia |

equal to ours, he informs us thet ** at court, in the
srmy, in haunts of business, eserywhere may be
found, freely mingling together persous of every
hue.” Nay more, the free negroes cotne ap esen o
the Georgia standard of manbood swl superiority.

| They * are frequently the owners of aumbers of

glaves,” Itappears to us that in his baste to an-

! pounce bis precone®ived conclusion—to refer sgain

to his own motte—Mr, Cobb has rather alurred
over this important case of Brazil.

It would indeed seem as if, after all, onr author
is unwilling to trust Lis case on the general law-
fulness of enslaving the negro, o be betakes him-
self to his third point of defense—the great
difference between Slayery as it existed in

| Hayti and the English West Indies, and Slavery

with us; its comparstise mildness, ae proved by
the decrease of the slaves thers and their increase
here, The negroes have improved, he tells us,

| both physically, mentally aod morally, Especinlly
is their moral improvement most evident, *Though

still inclined to superstition, they are frequently
exewplary Christians, and generally incliued to bo
religious,” **The statistics of the different
churches in the slaveholding States show a greater
namber of negroes converted, and admitted lato
the cburch, than all the conversions which bave |
ecrowned the missionary efforts of the world.”
Now, whatever might Lase been the case with im- |
ported barbariens sud mvage heatben, ought these |
Christian brethren, natives of the soil, the play-
wates of our Soutbern youth, the inmates of our
Southern housebulds, the cultivators of our South- |
ern fanus, the producers of every thing almost
which the South exports—ought they to be left
without any power to contract 8 legal mArrisge:

3

without any authority over their uwa cuidren, o1
the women over their own persons; without e
power o acqu.re property; without the right to
learn to read; withont the freedom, as is the ease
in some States nt least, to sttend A religions meet-
ing, except » white man be presest; liable tobe
sold any day for their masters’ debta, and with all
their strong locsl attachments and patriotic eme-
tions in behalfl of the land of their birth—atiack-
ments which they have, if their white owners bave
not—to be hurried off, ehaloed and weepiug, term
from every thing which their hearts bold dear—
objects of & slave-trade, which, in the number of
its vietima rivals, if in nothing else, the slave-
teade of the cosst of Africa in its m‘ ‘I’lf
Ought these pow civilized men and Christian
Lrethren, these artisans and cultivators of the
South, to be placed for their whole lives wnder an
srbitrary and irresponsible suthority, vastly more
unlumited than that which the law allows even a
father o escreise over his infant childread We
prt it to Mr. Cobb's couscience, a8 8 Christian; to
his feclings, a8 & man, However he may whistle
to keepup his spirits, he koows that it 1e wroug:
Le knows that it cannot and will not last.

1t wonld require a prophetio vision to foretell the
futtre of the American pegro ven, m-il).uu.
in their present location, can never be pencetully ef-
fected,  Until the white race of the s.—mg s ertermis
pnted or driven off, it can uever be furoibly effeeted.
Amalgawation, to any great exiont, is & moral i
sihility,  Celonization on the coast of Afries maﬂ be
eifeeted only at fnomense cost, and st the sacriles of
thie of at least one-fourth of the emigrants, Bo
longz as climate and disease, and the profitable plast-

ing of colton, Tee, tobacco, and cane, make the negro

the ouly laborer inhabitiog safely our Sourthern sa-
| vavuas apd praicies, just so long will he remain &
slave to the white map.  Whenever the whito isborer
enn successfully eompote with him in these mnt
tions and ocenpy this #oil, the negro will el
driven slowly thoogh the Isthmns, to become
winted with the races of Routh America, or he will
A vietim to disease and neglect, begging bread at the

| white man's door,

|  Such is his solution of the Slave question. We
| trust to God and humanity for some less lame, loss
| impotent conclugion, It was not for thia that God

| allowed Joseph to be enst into a pit by his brethren
! and sold to the Egyptians. Pharsoh’s heart may
| yet be softened. If not, plagues will come, Hav-
| ing made the negro a Christian, let our Southern
| brethren go on to make him a freeman. 1f they
! decline thus to become the instruments of Provi-
dence, some other will be raised up.

A WASHINGTON GAMBLING HOUSE.

Correspondvocs of ‘The Boston Post.
Wasmisaron, Oct. 25, I8,
Oe of the most eelehrated andanuvuh:] 18-
men of thi= or any other country was baried in this
vity on Sunday week, The oecasion of his death al-
fords we an opportunity of giving your maders &
sketeh of the man and & deseription of his gaming-
honse, Lot it serve ag s mnﬂm not as an example.
\ He hiad been a resident of Washiogton some G.!lgal A
or twenty years, during which period be amassed
| wreat wenlth by gnmbling, or, to use tho mild and
| noneat lapgusge of the avenue, ** he realized an am-
s Fh- furtune out of the sueesssful operations of bis
“house ' His “*house” being most elegant,
| and his bank the most weighty and substantial in the
| cvuntry, it hus bedn for yesrs the fashionable and
fuscmating resort of wealthy planters, fast Congress-
men, aspirivg diplomats, aud smbitions sportemen
from ewr{dput of the world, For mmiymnm
he has lived in the most luxurinot style, having,
|8 certain other rich man, * been clothed in purple
“ and fine linen, and faring sumptuoasly every day.”
In person lln: Wit ldlzinw "";ui medinm wsige, fat
| sleek, of pleaxing nddress, and & generons di
| tiom; nxhi!::tlnx in his genernl deportment tm
| gers the charscteristion of a well-fed, -natored
| 1I--r|.-ym;|? rathor than those of a beartless, unrelests
ing gambler,
Hix reputation for genercaity was widely catablished !
| I s college was to be e-nduwni. a churcl built, or pri-
| wate charitica tu be dispensed, his wan sare to be
| amoog the most munificent of the donations. His
wife, pow o widow, was of good parcotage; s
of rare beanty and aecomplishmenta, po A 0
qualities, which, combined with the dazsling allure-
ments of wealth, insured her troops of admirers and
| conrtezans, Holling along the avenne in her i
| vent equipnge, which far exceeda in richnoss
' that of the Presideat of the United States, or of
| mny other gentleman in Wuh:y:tuu, she looked & m
| queen—being guite undisturbed by any thoog it
| her presence et & dagger to scores of hearts whoss
patrimony, unlswfully obtained, had contributed to he
| erjoyment, in the same proportion that ita loss ba
added to the woos and wretchedness of the beholder
His ** establishment ' was upon Pennsylvania ave
nne, between the National Hotel and the Capitol
| Lt us spproach and look ut it
You enter by a door of wu‘ierlh‘ rtaipod glase,
which, by gaslight, reflects all the colors of the rain-
how, Ascending s flight of stairs yon reach s door,
pull the bell, and instantly s small apertare opens, wnd
yon are grected with a pair of red eyes and a doable
. tow of ivory, st in binek, which nominally belong to
Sninbo, but which, in fact, are the property of the
| {rru[-r wtor, A glance suffices,  Yuu bave filled Sam-
w's vye and sre doewed passable. The door isab
| ouce opencd and you are ashered into the ante-room,
| the veetibole of Bell! This room i not Jarge, bat«
| gantly appointed—the chief atiraction being the side-
| board, which is of solid marble and white ns Disow's
breaet.  Hore ore arranged in hm{uﬂ

| umus, decanters of cut ginas, spar; lqu ke
filled with the choieest nectar, and blashing to the
viry pecks with the glowing vintage of the oiden
tige, I you pass this rubioon withont tasting ita
| mparkiiog ‘but daugerous waters, it is nol from any
denrth of hospitality on the part of your persnssive
| hoet, The epacions *Sporticg ball'™ is now visible,
| T flour is covered with earpeliog from the Orient, of
e nse cost and marvelous beauty, The walls are
sdorned with superb paintings of the old masters and
the new, while pendent from the windows haag car-
tains of embroidered Ince, covered with golden tapes-
try of Orientul magnificence; with mirrors of maine
| moth size retlectivg your form and features from &
| rrore of gleamivg embrasures.  Aloog the hall, at con-
| wenient distances, are ranged ciroular tablos "

| roeewood, around which are seated nam
got—their vyes having another and stronger att "

¥

i

thoughtful, anxions, dark-vieaged men, who hoed
theater for

! One would usturally supposs thisto be &
| juats, drollery and song, or bacchapalian rev , ar
! pogilistie enconnters,  Far from it. On the contrary
all s hosled, sileot, sepulchral,

“ Ko real volce op sonpd,

Withi those chee less walls (s found "

| You are opprecsed with the fearful atillness and anwfcl
| siieres which pervades the place, A lsugh, & joke, or
even & enrse, would be asensible pelief,  But you hear
notlhivg of this, An cccasionnl long breath or half-
subitned wigh s all that tells the ear that thess mad
devotees nre possessed of lungs and life,

An hour's m:rscl.irm sutisfien your eariosity, snd
you are about taking your departnre when 8 hand
taps yun un the IIIII\IIIL‘P, and a low voice: ' Please
| dow't leave, Sir, nnl'bpe: will bs ready in & fow min-

nml.l‘ua\r. precisely 10§ o’-,-rlluek thcp#nm of the dir-
| ing ball are thrown n and. * suppers ) pro-

claims an ':mtnndinuﬁ‘uﬁ-i- botwesn lbu:m
and ipvites to & more hoalthy and rational doty, The
| Joug tables beneath "their burdea of and
! silver plate, and the heaps of delicacies whioh sur-
wount and wdorn them, Here are venison tha

Lrown forests of Maine, turkeys from the broad sav-
\ sonabs of the West, csuvas-backs from the placid

Potomse, trout from Saperior, and salwou frowm the
| Bt. Johu o) together with fruite, dowers and wizes for

every taste and from every eliawe,

are pernitted, with & patron-

it

The repast over, you
| izing im-la’minn to "yclﬂ agnin,” to nake your retrest
| to the « pen air, there to u:ni beaven that e

ot & worshiper within this magnifi@enat yet ol

berle,
g Ooe night's work, o few days previone to the eloss

of the last sersion, innde sad Baver among the coffere
of thisden. It is said that a disti ued Senator
| won on that pight $180,000, whi-h roke the bank
and cavsed & temporary suspension. A tew  hoase,
however, Was poon pqn‘hmr-l by him, and was mag-
pificently decorated, when the * King uITemm, ' the
great npbesten amd unchuleuged, stepped o snd
clomd the yame of life forever.
FIRES.
———
VINE I8 DIVISION STRFET,

On Wednesday tight o fire occurred in the milisery
establishment of Miss Powers, No, 33 Division street,
in consequencs of some goods coming in coatact with
s lighted gasburper. Damage $00. lesured fir
$1.000 in the Mavhattan luanrance Compasy. Neo
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