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KAPP'S LIFE OF STEUBEN,

THE IFR OF FREDERICK WILLIAM VON STEUSEN.
By Frmoricn Kare, Ldmo  pp 78 Mason Brohe s,

With the growing interest in the study of Amer-
ican bistory, which is & prominent charnctaristic of
the tines, this elaborate monograph on the life and
pervices of aa eflicient foreign officer, who devoted
himee!f to the esuse of cur natiopal independenca,
osnnot fail 0 be welcome to a pumerous elase of
resders. The population of German descent in this
eountry will here learn the importance of their sm-
inent eompatriot in the organization of the conti-
nental army—the value of his aid at one of toe
moat gloomy periods of the Revolutionary struggle
—the courage and persistency with which e sec-
ended the efforts of Washiogton snd Hawilton—
5o the strongly-marked traits of personsl charac-
ow which be displayed in the accomplishment of
Ad: perilous mission. Our eountrymen will fiad
#0: wost complete record which has Litherto been
given of the procise share of Baron Steubsa in the
establistment of our liberties, and will obtary new
light from it perussl cn the difficultios and dan.
gers which were to be met by the American patri-
ots in thelr hard-fought confest.

In the preparstion of his work, Mr. Kapp bas
spered no pains in the acoumulstion of materials;
his faithiful research is visible on every page; he
haa diligeatly explored every source from which is-

formation could be expeoted; sod has brousht to
light » mass of evidence from out-of-the-way and
peglected documents, which forms a subsiantial
basis for his narrative. Nor bas he been less con-
seientions in working up his suthorities into a his-
toricsl form. Everywhere his work bears the
marks of truly German patience and thoroughnese.
He bas glided over no important point without in-
vestigation, IHe bas omitted no circumstance
which illustrates the career of Baron Steuben.
With the genuine spirit of historieal research, he
lingers over the traces of eveuts that have
nearly faded from sight, neglects no fragment of
evidence, however minuts, that bears on the estab-
lishment of truth, and though animated by a pro-
f.and interest in his subject, exhibits no disporition
to give an undue prominence to his carser, or to
avarlook the defects of his character in the esti-
pate of hisservices, These merits are certainly
caffisient to overbalance the unartistio construetion
of ths narrative which, it must be eonfeesed,
mainly derives its interest from the solid informs-
tion in ita contents rather than from any clegancies
of form or graces of expression.

Tha hiatory of Baron Sieuben inprobab’y known,
oaly in its general outline, to the msjority of our
readers, They will find smple materials in this
volume for & clear and complete visw of his career.
Descended from an old noble military family of Prus-
sis, be was born on the 15th of November, 1730, at
Magdeburg, a large Prussisn fortress on the river
Eibe. Tis father, nt that time, was Captain in the
Engioeers, aud before the son was fve years old,
took him with himen military serviesinthe Crimes.
At the ngs of ten, young Steuben returned with
his fabber to Prussia, received his educalion at col-
lege in the Prumisn provinco of Silesia, and when
soarcely fuurteen served sx & volunteer in the cam-
paign of 1744, during the war of the Auetrisn suc-
comion., Trom bis earliest childhood, accordingly,
Sleuben waa in the midst of soldiers and warlike
operstions. He heard of nothing but the glory of
brave deeds and brilliant victories. The chief
topies of conversation st boms were the martial
traditions of bis family, and the exploits of his im-
medists relatives. As the son of an officer without
wealth, his only prospect was fo be found in mili-
fary distioetion, He liad ro soomer attained the
age of seventeen, therefore, than he entered the
army sa s cadet. In two years (1741)) he was pro-
moted to the rank of Ensign, in 1753 was made
Lioutenant, and in 1750 First Lieutenant, which
was his rank at the commencement of the Beven
Yomrs' War. Ie tookan active parf in the serv-
o2 of that contest, and is often mentioned in the
military records of ita events, ana brave aad secow-
plished officer. e was wounded in the hattle of
Prague, May 6, 1757, and on the Gth of November
following shared in the splendid victory of Rossbash,
Soon after, he received the appointment of Adju-
taut-Oeneral, distivguished bimself on various occa-
sions, and at the close of the Seven Years' War
quitted tho Prussian service, for reasons that have
never been clearly underatood. In 1704, he ac-
cepted the cffice of Grand Marahal to the Prince of
Hobenzollern-Hachingen, aud in that capscity ac-
componied him on bis travels to various courts of
Germany, and in 1771 to that of France, on which
ocossion he had the opportunity of bescoming
acquainted with the prominent statesmen of that
dsy. Amoog others, he bad formed an intimsey
with Count St. Germain, to whom be pnid a visit
in Paris, in the Spring of 1777, soon after his ap-
pointment as Minister of War. TheCount, uponthe
very first interview with Steuben, proposed to him
that ba should enter the American serviee, urging
the chance which it afforded for a brilliaut military
career, and the important aid he could render the
Colonies in their war for independence, After
considerable besitation, be consented to confer with
Beaumarchais, who took a deep interest in the
Ameilean Revolution. By him be was introduced

to Silas Deane, who a few days after took him n
Pr. Veanklin at Passy.  Both the Ameriean Com-
picsicners appeared very desirous that Steuben
gliould enter the service of Congress. They ex-
pereecd their hopes that be would be able to estab

Bob the order and discipline in the American aray,
which were 30 wuch wiabed by the Commander-in-
Cbief, aud for which bo bad vot yet fouad a com
petont sasistant among the foreiga officers who had
Joined the service. But when Steuben introduced
the subject of disbursemonta for the expenses of the
Journey, ¥ranklin wade several objections, although
none were expreseed by Deane.  Aftermuch delsy,
Steuben finally decided to accept the overlures,
Beaumarchais consenting fo become responsible for
the expense.

Having obtained from Franklin letters of iatro-
duction to Genera! Wasbington, Samuel Adaws,
President Laureps, Robert Morria, and otlier men
of distinction in this country, Steuben commeancsd
making arrsngements for bis depsriure.  Hevel
aa!l from Marseilles, Sept. 26, 1777, ina 24-gun-
ship, with a suite of five persons, of whom Peter
S, Duponcesy, who afterward sttained such legs
ard litersry emincoce ja Philsdelphis, was lis sec-
retary and inferpreter.  Afier a lompestaous pas-
sage of sixty days, they arrived st Portsmouth, N,
1., Dee. 1, 1777, ““The more dissstrous,” writes
Steuben to bis friend Fravk, in Hechingen, * the
passage, the more dattering was my arrival in
Americs. Before entering the port of Portemouth,
1 ordered my secrctary o go ashore in a boat, and
to inform General Langdon, the commarder of the
place, of my arrival, who came on board himscl( to
foke me and wy officers ashore in his boat.  While
wie mece landig, we wero saluted by the guns from
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the fortress, sad from tho ships n the port. Rar-
cral thousand of imhabitania welcomed ma i3 the
most Aattering way. Mr. Laogdow $00k ud to b
bouss to dico.  In the meantime, all the inhabit-
snts of the pisss ciowdsd together ‘to men the
telepbant,’ Although exhausted by the hardsaips
of the voyage, 1 went the pext day to cxamine the
fort fications; on the following day I remewnd bhe
troops of the garrison.”

Whila, at Portemocuth, Bteuben wroia e Cou-
grese and to Gen, Weshisgton, inolosing bis lettora
of introduction, sud offering his servioss as & vol-
snteer in the Americsn cause,  Halalt Portanouth
for Boston on tke 1200 of Decamber, whers ko mat
Mr. Jobn Hancock, and reseived the repiy of Gea.
Washington to his letter, reqaesting him io repa’r
at ouce io York, Pa., whore Congress was tisa
vitting. ““At the suna time, Ifancock commusi-
eated to Steuben an order of Congress that avery
preparation thould be wada te make hin sad his
suite comfortable on their jourmey to York, and
Mr. Hancock bimself, with great cars, mado all the
necensary arrangements,  Carrisges, sleighs sad
snddle horses were provided, five vegroes were as-
sigued to them as grooms and drivers, sod aa ageni
to prepsre quarters and proeure provisious.”

He left Boaton Jun. 14, 1773, for the joursey bo
York, of which Duponceau gives rather & lively

deseription:

# Our party,” aays he, * consisted of Baron Steuben
and bie parvant, Carl \-'ugrl. & yoang Isd whom he had
bronght from Germany, Mr. De Frasey, an ageat of

seaumarchais, spd myself, Wetraveled oa borscback.
Notwithstapding the recent capture of Geas. Dur-
goywe, the gitustion of the United Siates al that time
was extremely critien),  The cnemy was in posssssion
of Rbode laland, Now-York, and Pliladelphia, with
well-organized and disciplined troops, far superior in
pumber 1o our own,  Our army (if army it might be
onlied) were encamped at Valley Forge, in the depth
of a pevere Winter, without provisioos, withoot
oluthes, withont regular diseiplive, destitute, in short,
of everythipg but courage and patrictiam; and what
was wores than all, disaffaction was spreading through
tbe lard, 1s this oismal stats of thinge the baron was
ndvied to keep ss fer from the cosst as possible, lest
hie snould be surprised by partiea of the enemy or by
the Tories, who made frequent incursions into the
country between New-York and Philadelphia.  Wo,
therefore, ehaped our conrss westward, ani crossi
the States of &num husotta, Conpecticat, New. Yor|
ard Penneylvanin, we employed sbout thros weeks in
& journey of 410 miles in sll, which at present (1830)
would bardly require as many days.”

“ Iu the conrae of that journey,” remarks Dupon.
cesn, * we met with few adventures. 1 shall relate
one or two to show the ppirit of the times,

““We had been cantioned against patting op ata
certain tavern in Worcester County, Massachusetts,
pot far from the frontier of Conmecticut, We were
told that the landlord wue & bitter Tory, and that be
would refuns to receive ue, or, at least, trest us very
ill. Wa determined to avoid thas place if it wers pos-
sible, Unfortusstely, when we were at some distance
from it, we were purprised by a violeat evow storm; it

was in the evening, and we were comuellel to take,

shelter in the very house we wished to avoid. We
hed pot been mienformed. The landlosa ut ovee said
be could pot acoommodate us, He had no beds, no
bread, no mest, no drink, no milk, vo egge; ull that
he could effer us was the bare wails, Is vain we re-
mopstinted snd prayed, ho ramained luflexible. As

« 1aat Baron Steuben grew impatieot aud fewinto s vio-

lent passion, After exhanstiog all ha store of Ger-
man oaths, he called in that language to Lis servant Lo
bring his pistols, which he did. Thea tLe Baron, pre-
senting the deadly wespons at the frightesed landlord,
repeated the questions that be had in vain asked be-
fore: * Have you any bread, meat, driok, bede, eto. '
The answers were pow snch as we desited; we were
accommodated with good beds and a good supper, and
our horses were properly taken care of, In the morn-
ing after cur breakfast, we politaly took lsave of our
host, who, though a Tory, did not refuse the couli-
pental money in which we liberally paid him,

“ Another anecdote, which I now recollect, is
pirictly characteristic of the patriarchal manner of
thoeo times. A we paseed throogh the State of Con-
pecticut, we put up one vight st a house where, for
gome reason that I do mot remember, we were all
obliged to eleep on the tloor in the same room with the
famuily, some on feather beds, and some on blankets;
men, women and children, had all to bandle together,
as it wan cnlled, The l.eadmﬁnwal epread all around
the room, aod every one took his place sod went very
n,m;nmély to sleep. The utnost decency was ob-
ecrved, thongh no fuss was madeabout it.  There was
o much innocence and eimplicity in the manoer in
which theee arrangements wers prepared and mads,
that the ides of indelicacy did not even ocour to s,
and if in the morping we indulged in & smile at man-
pers Lo which we were #o littie accustomed, wothipg
waus eaid or thooght to the prejudice of ths morality of
the good people who bad entertained us in the best
maunor that they were able.”

The fame of Steuben had preceded him to York.
He was weleomed snd courted by all. Genera!
Giates in particulsr paid him the most asfiduous
attention. The Committee of Congress, of which
Witherspoon was chairman, waited upon him the
day sfter his arrival, and, having reported to Cou-
grens, his services were cordially secepted. Iie
set out for Valley Forge Feb. 19, 1775, and arrived
there on the 234, * Oun our journey,” sajya Du-
poneesu, *‘ we passed through Lancaster, then con-
sidered the largest inland town in the United States.
Tlaving arrived there early in the sfterncon, the
baron was waited upon by Colonel Gibson and
other gentlemen, who invited him and bis family to
a subscription ball to take place that evening, in
honor of bis arcival, The baron accepted, and wa
accordingly went. There we saw assemblod all
the fashion and besuty of Lancaster and its visini-
ty. 'The baron was delighted to converse with
the German girls in hiv native tongue. There was
& handrome supper, and the company did not sep-
arate until two o'clock the pext morning."

‘The deplorable condition of the army at Valley
Forge is well known, Everything was in con-
fusion. The seldiers were scattored about in
every direction. The arms were covered with
sust—balf of them without bayorets; many from
which net & shot could be dred, The pouches
were as bad as the arme. Bany of the men had
tin-boxes instead of pouches, others had cow-horns;
sud muskete, carbines, fowling-pisces and rifles
were to be seen in the sama company. The men
were almost destitute of clothing iu that terrible
Winter. Many of them were litsrally naked,

Duponcesu gives the following secouut of the state

of domestic affuirs:

“ We dined,” saya bie, ' twice or thrice & week with
Goveral Wuhium. We visited him also in the
evecivg, when Mra, Washington was ot headquartars,
We were in s manser domeaticstad in the family. As
tothe sit

tion of onr army, saffice it to say we
nt of provisiozs, of clothieg, of {oddu for
in abort, of everything. 1 remember seeing
Idiote Eppi.ng their heads oat of their miserable

i calieg ont in am uuder tope, ° No bread, no

R Their condition was traly pitifal, and * their
conrage avd their perseverance is beyosd all praiss.’
We, who lived in good quarters, did not feel the misery
of the times so much a8 the common scldiers and the
sehaltern officers; yet, we bhad mois than omes to
shaze our ratioua with the zeutry at our door. We
put the best face wo eould npoa the matist. Oace,
with the baren's permistion, his aids invited & sumber
f young officers Yo dine at our quarters, on sondition
that nove sbould be admitted that bad on & whole pair
of hrvechwe. This was of course undarstood s pars
gro fole ; but torn clothes were an indispensable re-
nisite for adinission, and in thisthe guests were vary
sure pot to fail, Thbe dineer took placa. The guests
clubbed their rations, and we feastad sumptacuily oo
tough beefsteak and potatoes, with hickory nauts for
our dessert. lrmus of wize we hal sowe kind of
spitits, with wiich we made salamanders,’ that s W
say, siter filing our glasses, we set the liquor on fire
axd drepk it up, flame and all. Sach & sel of ragged,
and, st the same time, m fallows, weTe naver
broughit together. ’l'l.o'bnmn ved to speak of that
dinper, ana of kis * sansoulottes, as hecallad us. Thas
(his depomination was first invented in Amerios ani
applied te the brave otficors sud soldiers of our reve-
lutipnary army.

« Lo the midst of all our distress thers were soms
bright sidee of the pioture, which Valley Forge exhib-
ited at that time, Mrs. Washington had the courage
to follow her hnsband to that dismal abode, and other
Iadies aleo graced the ssans, Among tiem was the

lady of Gen, Greees, 8 saalsam, eiaznat sad acorm-

plished woman. Her dwelling was the resort of for-
eign « lioern. beosuse she spoks the Froooh language
sed wae wall veraod is Freook lilerstare, They oftsa
met ut rach olber's quarters, and sometimes at Gea.
Waihington v, whers the avemag waa apeot in con-
versation avor 8 cop of tes or coffse,  Thers were o0
levees of lormal souves, B0 danciog aerd playing, or
amusamects of aay kind, cxoept singing.  [rery cen-
tlaran or lsdy whe ocull sisg was oallad * apeain
tura for & song.' '

Stanben immedistely commencad his duties as
Iaspector Genaral, although i war pot Ll & fow
weeks nfter that Ba recaived his commission from
Copgress.  Iis mode of operasion (s $hur deacribad

by bimse £:

“1 commwencrd operations by drafting ons husdrad
ard twenty wen fromw the line, whom 1 formed inio o
guard for the Geeerslin Chief. 1 made tois guard
my military school, [ drilled them myseil twics a
dey; ard to remova that Evglish prejr which
sutre officers entertaised, namely, that to drill g re-
cruit was s Sargeant’s doty sod beneath the station of
au officer, I often took the musket myssll to show the
mep the manual exarciss whish I wished to istroduce,
Al my irspectors wers present st each drill. We
marched together, wheeled ete, ote and in a fort-
wigtt my compery keew perfoctly Low Lo bear arms,
bad a wilitary air, kaew how to march, to form in
colume, deploy, and exscuts some littie manenvers
with excellent precision,

1+ must be owned that they did not know mnach of
the maoual exereise, and I ought o mention the rea-
sons why I departed altogether from the general rule
of all Eoropean ermics, sad commesncad with the
wapnal exerciss fa drilling reernits like children learo-
irg their alphabet, In the first placs, I had no time
to de otierwise. In our Earopsan arroics a man who
has been drilled for fhree montas is called a recruit;
bere, in two months I muat bave s soldier. In Harope
we bad o pumber of evolutions very pretiy to look at
wlon well executed, bet in my opision absolately nse.
less #o far as eseantial objects are concermed. [o
Prussia, to fire and chiarge several times n minule is a
matier of boast; the conaquence is that the mer, when
they ere using ball cartridge, often losd badly. A
eompany is drilled for & lopg time in platoon firing,
and the mors the firing resembles the poise of & can-
non shot, the better it is.”

Tke diffioulty of not being able to give tha worl
of ccmmand in Englizh, as well as many othess of
every uswe and nature, were aoon overcoms by
the energetic Baron. This is shown in & sketch
of Steuben by his favorite aid-de-camp, and
intimate friend, William North:

“ Cortainly it was a brave attempt! Without
onderstanding & word of the English languags, to
thipk of briniing men, born fres, and joined together
to pregerve their freedom, irto etrict subjsction; to
obey without & word, a look, the magdates of a
master | that master once their equal, or poesib!
bepeath them, in whatever might become a man ! !,':
wes o Lrave attempt, which nothing but wirtue, or
high-raised hopes of glory could bave snpported. At
the fire} purade, the troops peither undersiacding tos
word of commaud, nor how to follow in a changement
to which they bad not been socustomed, even with
the instructor ai their head, were etﬂng faat into
confusion, At this moment, Captain B, Walker, then
of the eecond New-York regiment, advanced from hia
piatoon, snd offered his sasistauce to translate the
orders and interpret to the troops. ‘If said the
baron, * 1 had sesn an angel from heaven, 1 should not
Lave mors rejoiced.’ The officers in the army who
spuke French and Evglish fluently were indeed vary
few in number—how few wers so capable of giving
assistence to the barcn in the formation of hie system,
Walker became from: that moment his aid-de-camp,
ard remained to the end of the baroa's life his dear
and most worthy friead. From the commencament of
ipatruction, o time, no pains, no fatigne were thonght
too great, 1n }'mua.il. of thin great object. Through
the whele of each campaign, when troops wers o
mateuver, and that was almost every day, she baron
roee st 3 o'clock ; while his servast dressed his lhair,
be smoked & single pipe and dravk ono cnp of coffee,
was on: borseback at aunrise, and with, or withont his
suite, galloped to the parade, Theis was co waiting
for a tardy aid-ie-oamp, and those who followed
withed they bad not slept. Nor was thers nead of
chiding : when duty was zeglected, or military stiquetia
infringed, the baron'a look was quite suﬁnient. It
wae u question why, in the firet iostanoe, our troops
bad been put to the performance of the great
maneuvere, 1 beg pardon for ealling them great, hat
they wers great to ns, for we were ignorsot. Hisad's
cxercins and Symmes's miltary guide wers almos! the
only poor nud seanty mources trom which we drew.
To the mim, it was answered that in faclthers
whs bo to spare io learning the minutin—the
troops must be prepaied for hlﬂ.lnf combat; that, on
s fleld of baltle, how to éuénlay or fold a coluamn, or to
change & front, was of the first consequence; that the
business was Lo give the troops & relish for Loeir Lrade,
s confidence in their akill in the performance of
vemplicated evolotions; that, even if time permittod,
the vificers, copyieg the bad examplo set them by the
Britieh, of referrivg all instrection to the sergesuts,
would feel themeelves degraded in attending to an
awkward squad. * Bul the time will coms,’ said he,
“when a better mode of thinking will prevail; then
we will attend to the A B C of the profession.’
This prophecy was amply fulfiilled. A year or two
aiterward, the baron said to me: * Do yoa see there,
Sir, your colonel instracticg that recruit ! 1 lhsnk
God for that "

Wehave no space to follow the aotive services of
Steuben through the remainder of the war; but
ample proof is here given that he was no less brase
on the battls field, than punetilious on the parade.
His choleric temper often made bim enemies; nor
was his obstinacy at all adspted to the work of
coneilintion; professional jealousy embittered per-
sonsl hoatility; but it is now clear that nostain rests
upon his eharacter; and bis momory will be cherish-
ed as that of & brave and honorable man.

L'pon the establishment of peace in 17=3, Bteu-
ben had nearly reached his fifty-fourth year; he was
too old to engage in any uew pursuits of & eivil
ebaracter; and feeling that he could be of no further
ute in Ameries, proposed to return to Europe, and
spend the remainder of his days in retirement. But
he bad large claims upon Coogress, which was in
arrears for the payment of his services during the
war, and when at length he suceeeded in obtaining
s settlement in 1700, he was unable on secount of
his debts, to leave the United States. He accord-
ingly decided to devote Limself to the cultivation of
atraet of land in Oueida County, N. Y., of which
he hind reocived a grant from the Legislature of the
State,

Soon after resigning his commission, he returned
to New-York, where bs rented a eountry houre in
the middle part of the island, in which ke lived
with his old ecmpanion in arms, Tere he spent
the little money he had left; his companious soon
went awsy to establiah themselves in more eligibls
situstioos, and be remained slone in his solitary
dwelling. Bull e retained his interest in public
affairs. He corresponded with his old friends, took
part in the politics of the day, and wrots pamphlets
sbout the military affairs of the United States.
Poverty, however, soon compellad him to abandon
his dismaniled and deserted residencs. 1la ae
cepted the invitation of one of his old aid-de-eamps,
15. Walker, to viske his bouse his kome, where he
remaived for some time, but afterward occupied
difierent lodgiogs till his removal to Oneida County.
He was a grest favorite 1u social circles, and eape-
cially smorg the Isdies. 1l engaged in their
smurements, and by his wit and pleasautry added
to the charm of every party at whish be was pre-
sent. Tle was treated with great attention: was
intimate with Duer, Dusne, Livingston, Jay, Var-
ick, Hamilton and Fiak; was on familiar terms
with all the prominent and fashionaile families in
the city, while at the same time he was very popu-
lar among sll clesses of the people.  * Whean, st the
iamous dostory’ mob, produced, in 1736 or 1757, by
the carcless exposure of a subjact from the dissest-
ing room of the bospital, he was aecidentally
wounded, the mob made room %o let him
pass, and cheerel him, while they went
on in their work of destruction. ‘- Though
never perfectly master of the English las-
guage, he understood sod spoke it with tolera
bls correciness, [le would sometinies, and as 8
mstter of jest, misgall names, and blend or adopt

words sizmilac in sound, dissigilar io meaning.

Ospce, when diawg with Genaral Washington, Mra.
Washington asked lum what amusemsais ho had.
‘I read, sad 1 play chess, my lady," said $he Daronm,
tand geaterday I was invited to go a fishing. IH
was uzderstoad te ba s very fine amuwiemont. |
sat @ the boat twe hours though i waa very watm,
sod caught two flab,’ ‘Of what kisd, Baroa!’
sskod the lady. *Indeed, I do mot recellect per.
foetly, but eme of them was & whale.! * A whale!
llaros, ia the North River?' * Yes, on my word,
a very fiae whale, as that geatlomsn informed we.
Did you not tell me is was & whale, Major ' ‘An
vel, Baron' ‘I beg yeur pardon, my lady, bat tho
geutleman certainly ealied is & whale. Bus 15 of
little comsequence. I aball abandom the trade, not-
witkstanding the fine amussment it affords,” "

Immedisteiy after tha set of Congress ia Juns,
1750, allywing kim & bandsome ansaity as a com-
promize of hia clsims, Stenben retired $0 s farm,
alluded toabove, whers from tha time he regularly
spent tbe Summer months, retaruing in the Antuma
to New-York to pass the Winter among his old
ecquaintsnees, **The ideaof cultivating hus lands,
of which sbout sixty seres were then clearsd, and
of erecting a fige manwicn on it, bad been & faver-
ite plsn of Bteuben since he began to erjoy his an-
uuity, sud to feel easier in his mooey afisirs. At
that time some eixteea familios residsd on his
patent, who had durable loases at from §10 o $20
for every one bundred seres of lagd,  Tle was fond
of tslking sbout his farming prospects, sbout the
sriificial lske, whick he proposed to make by using
the water of two fine brooks that fowed
through bis land; abont fhe fine quslity and situa-
tion of Lialand acd its settlement. On his listle
mare Molly he rode through the fields, watohed the
improvements, and gave directions, In the evea-
ing ho saw his friends and neighbors, played chees
with Lis ecwpanions, read newspapars or spoke of
the politics of the day, which, just at thas fime,
wheu the Frenck Revolution had resched its cul-
minating peiat, and when the revolutionary armies
fought vietoriously against Prussis and Austris,
were particularly interesting. Steuben subsoribed
to The Leyden (llolland) Gazette, s weekly nowa-
paper which, at that period, held the rank of the
present Galignani's Messenger, and gave the best
and quickest information about the events of the
day.”

Thus a few yenrs passed away, until the Autamn
of 1714, when, on the 25th of November, in the
spparent erjoyment of perfect bealth, and the bost
butior, after spending the evening as ususl, be re-
tired about 11 ¢'clock, aud early in the momming
wes found by bis servant stricken with paralysis
and in a dying state. He remaioed, however, ap-
parently sensible during the greater part of the
day, although he was often in convulsions. The
medicines which wero sdministered gave him only
temporary relief. The stroke was f03 violoat, the
cuse was hopeless, and sfter lingering till a little
after noon of the 2-th, he espired without say
struggle or visible psin,

Steuben bad often expresssd the wish, in the
eitcle of bis friends, that his remains should ba
wrapped in bis wilitary closk, aod buried without
parade, The placa for his interment was selocted
under & hemloek tree, on a hill ia the midst of &
wood, The funersl was appoiuted at noon on the
30th,  **Iis neighbors, about thirty in opumber,
hastened to the farm to pay their last respeets to
their beloved old townsman. It was a simple and
modest cortege whick, on s shivering, Winter day,
aecompanied his remains to the grave.  No mourn-
ing parade or music was there; no crape-coverod
esgles or colors were to ba seen; no esanon firad &
military sslute; no word was spoken; no funoral
oration delivered, Some handfuls of earth, snd the
tears of o few manly sod sincere friends, wers the
[ast tribute paid to the eitizen soldier, who, having
contributed in no small degree to the attainment of
American Independence, now found lasting reposs
in the unbroken stilluess of ber primeval forests.”

In addition to the immediate subject of the bi-
ography, many interesting details are interwoven
in the narrative in regard fo the leading wilitary
men in the war of the Revolution. The author has
discussed the character of Lafayette with freedom
and boldness; but the comparatively unfavorable
estimate which he has formed of that illustrious
patriot is hardly confirmed by historical evidence,
and, we sre persuaded, will produce little change
in the cherished convictions of the American

people.
—_—

U'SNITED STATES DEMOCRATIC REVIEW. Apil Coa-
i Bwazkbamer

Thia periodical, which has completed ita tweaty-
second year as a monthly magaaine, is hereafier to be
published quarterly, aod in sn enlarged form. The
present mumber, in addition to the political articles,
which are * Democratic” (so-called) to the back-
hone, Lias scveral literary papers of a good deal of
inferest. Among these we may mention tho review
of T'rescott, which makes some cxcellet points on 8
well-pigh exhansted theme, thongh the wnter is mis-
taken in the assertion that ** Bancroft paseed bisearly
yeara as & tator at that col'ege where Prescolt grada-
ated;”" por are we among the “‘fow who are awar of
the tact that New-York posseases s cellege equal in
age to Harvard. ' The articls on Michael Angelo is
epirited and appreciative, which can hardly be said of
the biographical sketches of the distinguished politi-
cisns whose portraits grace the pumber,

—_——

A pew anl eplarged cdition of Maury's Sading
Directrons has been issned at Washington, sud is sold
by D. Eggers & Bon, in this city.
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Cuxar Stranw Passgncgr Boats.—1Wa [earp that
s company bas been '?rguuud in this vity and Roches-
ter, fur the porpose of builliling and rapning two steam
cacal packets between the two cities.  The Rockester
['miom of last evening mentiors the entsrprise asin
Emgnu, and #aye the atock ia being raised aloog the
ine of the capal, and considerabls bas beea takeo.
Two Rochester firms bave taken $1,000 stock eani,
and confidence is expressed in the feasibility of the
echeme, l..ud]mttE Mcdins, Albion snd Brockport
people are anxious for the snccess of the enterprise,
and subecribe liberally. The business in light way-
freights and passenger traffic, it is expected, wil
prove remunerstive. The stesmers are to be con-
structed with especial reference to the trade, just large
epough to the locks, of light dn.‘:.udma
speed. 7he L nson eays they are to have side wheels
constructed upon 8 sew patent, and that they will run
m‘:ai‘uw our, wnﬁl?riﬁyhnol i lsaving
AT P‘.ﬂwt !‘-'ﬁ
between the citiss can thus be msde in & night, or
eighbwnb’dlyb. Wa do pot know the exisnt of
the way business, bas the scheme iy by uo mesas an
mhu our.  [Ualwe Advertiser, A1l 0,

JUDOE EDMONDS ON SPIRITUALISM-TIT"
——
THH CIRCLWY,
To Be Bditor of The M. ¥, Tribuna.

Bin: [devets this paper to the Cireles and the
condilions best adspiod to the dus manifeatation of
the spurit power.

Dt as it happens that some ars already indused by
these papers to investigale tas maiter, [ ought te wiler
& word or two of caution.

In the first place, then, I remack, that the evidencs
is generally so persomal in ita claracter, (ast it s quite
unpracticable far asy ose Lo convey it Lo anolher a3
vividly aed forcibly as itia realized by bim who raocives
it direetly, Thns, when my per=on i toached, [ can
know (% certainly, bot no lasguags that I can use can
couvey to others the sams reslizing sease that I have
of tbe fact. And #o whea my sooret thought e m-
vealed, of soemething 14 fa'd that ia koown only to ms,
and ous who ia dead, it is quite outof the queation that
I osn make any oue kzow the fact as uamistakably a3
[anowit. And we are thas warsed to be patient
with thoss who are obliged to receive our testimony,
instead of obtaising it for themse!vae; sad are sdmea-
iabed ot to be too ready to recsive that of ctiers,
sepecially when Lhe direct evidemce is 20 attainable
by all

In the second place, T remark, a0 graat is the varisty
of forma im which the mauifestations coma thal we caa-
not safely rench & cozclisien ustl after long and patient
inveetigation, [ was over two yeam invealizs™ing be-
fore | becswse & belever, and even now, after more
shan eight years experience, I find I am all ths time
learning momething new,  8ix, or tyice or thrios six
times benolding A ought not to euflics, Tt ms iling
trate: 1 once had a Reverend [lishop st my house,
who witnessed the manifesisiions for several hours,
and apparent’y to bis satisfaction, till [ asked him how
he keew that all he bhad besrd bad not come from the
mind of the medlum ! 8o the medical professors at
Baflalo, after & few sittings, attributed it to the toe or

knee joints of the medium, while a little patisnce |

wenld have shown them the power (dieplaying itself by
rirgicg 8 bell, The Harvard Profeisors, after five or
six interviews, pronounced it irjnrious to virtae, when
they bad not bebeld enough to determioe that it ex-
isted, much lese to know wha! it taoght. How much

even of my eight volumes of manuscript-—the record of |

ovly three years' research—could have been rapped
out, letier by letter, in helf 8 dozen sittings! And
Professor Faradsy woold not have sseribad the move:
ment of the tabls to the magnetism of the hand restiog
on it, if he Lisd only waited lopg snough to see it move
witucut a hawd s tonebing it.  Such haaty couclusions
are always paininl to we, and are pever, in my opin-
1on, sale.

But to coma to the Circles,

In the esrliar stages of investigation, the assamblage
of a few parsons—fromm four to twolva—in very alvan-
tageone, and often necossary, 1t i3 now 84 it was of
old—whers two or three are gathersd together, that
the gpirit power oan most readily descend in their
widst. It was when four were trgother that Moses
and Elias sppeared agsin on earth, aud it is now of
cotamon occurrenca that s ** Cirgle” of & fuw persons
grestly aids the marifestations,

It is generslly best to Lisve an equal namber of both
sexes ; and the advest of the power is often hastencd
by taking bold of bards cr layiry them on & table,

It often oocura that the display of the powaer ia inter-
rupted by the withdrawal or the addition of eome one
after the masifestations begin.

8o, too, it is rob a little advantageous that all the
Circle ahould have a calin, gentle and devout feeling;
and bence it is that masic and prayer aro always bens
ficial, and sometimes indispensabla,

Now, why is this? Who csntell 80 long as wa ars
ua ignorant a3 we are of what s the power that is al
work ?

We know & little—a very lttla—abont it, and aatil
scienca shall aid os with its researches, it is almost
idle to spocnlata sbout it.  But what wa do kuow way
as well ba stated.

Elsctricity i ove slament ased, This wa know from
various experiments, and the use of aa elsotrical ma-
cbine Lias at times boon servicoable,

Maguetism, both animal and mineral, is asother,
Sometimes the use of & larz» magnet has bastened the
display, 83 has the pressnce of those wao possess much
animal maguetism,

But thers is eomething more than thess elomonta,
and smong other thisgs is that which the Giarmisa
writer Reicherbach calle Od or Odic foree. Tois is an
extremely subtla flu'l—invisible to most persona—
which is emitted by the magnet, by chrystals and by
the buman body, being the product, in the latter, of
the chemical action of respiration, digestion and de-
composition. T bave mysell bebell it imsuing from
both ends of & magnet, and forcing itself out, like &
pale, shadowy smoke, from under its armature. I
hiave seen it issue from the human head aad fisgers,
On one occasion I aaw it #0 plainly that in & Jark room
1 esw my own hand in that which issued from the head
of the person who etood by my sice.

1¢ is that which artista havero long been paintiog
around the beads of their saints and glonfied onss.

It is ever, as I upderstand it, generating in the hn-
man form, and its natural flow can be distarbed or
interrupted by strong emotion,

As we can ses eleciricity and magnetism ouly by
their effecta, 2o we often know of the existence of this
element oply Ly the distrees which its loterruption
causcs,

I hiave tried very bard to learn more aboat this, bat
the apswer (o my inquiries has been that ecience mast
discover it, and that nntil it does, it «ill be in vain to
attermpt Lo describe it to we, Bometbizg has, how-
aver, bean dope to enligitea me a littla, Oo one ooos-
sion, throngh & very relialls medinm, was dieplayed
{he manner ia which pondersbls objects wars moved.
I published the accouct of it in the appendis to my frst
volume on * Spiritnalism.” On suother ocomsion T
saw the [irocess of preparicg 8 Circle for manifestations,
From each member of it | saw & stream of this tluid
imsne sod slowly secend to the ceiling. At the sama
time, from the surrounding epirita, I saw similar
#'ream: irsne, bittin greater qnantities and with more
force. The streams upited aud graduslly filled the
roein from tha ceiling down as smoke would. I oould
trace it imits gradua! descest by the pictures oo my
wall ard the books on my sheives, and Iobservel that,
e acon a8 it deacended eo far s to envelop tha beads
ac! breasts of the Cirele, the medium was lnflusnced,
and the masifeetationrs began,

This is as far as wy koowladga extends; and how
earestly I would! that they who, from their scieutific
atta‘nmerts, are far beiter fitled than I am for the in-
veitigation, would pareue ibe sulbject to & better us-
deretacding ¢l this mighty asd wystericas power,

Bat from what we o know ii (s eaay L0 see how im-
portant the topic of “conditivns” is, and how eaily
they cav be disturbed when even emotion csn affect
fuem.

The lnvestigator, to ba saccessful, must not only
bimsalf Le in & proper condition, but be mnast couform
to those which experience has shown to be necssaary.
This is & stumblivg block with many, but surely il
ooght oot to be. Tow can we see wihout Leing in &
cozdition to Lave light, or bear witboat s condition fic
for the tranemission of sonnds?

Acd sato his own condition, of one thisg the investi-
gator may be assured, and that is, that be will be mast
successfol when Le approaches the subject with a feel-
ing of devont and solemn reversnos. And why mot!
He is ta'king face to face with immortality. e is,
while yet in the mortal frame, communiog with the
#pinit: holy aed divine. And now, 83 of old, it cangot
do mavy mighty works becanss of nnbelof. And to
the questios, ** Why conld ws zot caat him oot the
anewer i#, 85 of old, * Becaose of your anbelief, for
“ yerily I say unto you, if ye have faith as s grain of
“ mustard seed yo shall eay unto this monutain, re-
“ move Bence to yonder plase and it shall remove, and
* pothing aball Ls imposaible uato you. Howbeit
* this kied goeth oot out but by prayer sod fastisg.”

Adped 10, 1020, . W, BDMONDS.

P, §,—You a0 tight ia sapposing tast [ sw aeh

willing t» snler wio aoy on Lhis _—“
The obysct of thess pspers is hdlhth;

and the dedustions whioh fow (rom it ll’nyd:z
tices are not satielactory, let each draw hisswa, Iy
my testimony will not answer, fet sach seek for .

| rell. My purposs will Le sbimned whon [ gaf

to look for thameelves, asd ot
réoresipsgien ot bl
THE CENTRAL PARK.
————

The ball million of dayw’ work which hava base
upon the Contral Park begia to ronder it an m"
piace of reeort, snd thousands of visbors oag be -
reattered aver the groands every pleasant day .‘:
though only aboat 35 sores, lyng immediatel ,."
the ressevor, are ms yob very i ! o

y Y bearly “"Pdd. h
progres of the work on the rest of tae Park, the g
of men empioysd, the miltary discipine evacywhey
appaire!, an vocasonal canvonads of hiasieg, Little
giast of & mill whioh grinds ep rooks in (g jows with
as muck poschalsnoe as if they were parchad
acd sumberless objeots of mior izterest, ary s
rources of amnsement. Thlee

It requiree careful study and coavidersbls imaging
Gioa to realze even Approximately the ApDearuaos of
the Pary waea completed. Upon nine tenthy of ihe
ares, it s ooy the lest work which will by seen,

From ¢rtwuled inspection of the state of the work,
aided by the sdmirable report whioh the Commisisy
has just made to the Common Counal, wo will
atiept to give some idea of what has boen done, aad
what remas vs Lo be dons. g

lll:::w !"ual:cl:ervoam Ilie‘drlinm ia noarly faial
s labor which hias cansed dry land to &
of reary a littie bog. g PPO @

Tue drive is for the most part graded, aad portis
of it havesbeen completed in differsas wothods, iy
order to teet the rolative cost sud efliciency of each.
The nds for equestriaes s in progreas. Several mileg
of the waiks are graded, draied asd graveled, gad
& condition for use,

Three hridges or viaducts, ovor which the
rosd is carried, and under whivh the horseback nide 4
to pass, are in & state of forwanduess, sod promisets by
srnotures of beanty as waell aa of atility; the prome.
nade, a promicent teature of the Park, is vearly com.
plete, witn its brosd walk and rows of transplsated
trees of twenty years' growth. The planting of the
Park with a grea: variety of shrubs sad tress ia rapidiy
progreessiog.

The cdor of the shanties, whicl wars the past of Uss
lower part of the P'ark, bas been replaoed by the
freehvess of the upturned earth, of which 600, 000 oubia
yards bave bsen moved—snongh €3 (U Brosdway ts
the fourth story of the buildings, from the City HHal
ts Usion Square, The sunken croesstreels, whioh
excited so much opposition, are slready suficiently
advanced to show that the opposition was ga-
founded. They will be noticssble ooly st their
extremities, where they unite with the extorier
streets at & higher grade than the surface of the 'uk
appearing as causeways, a fow hundred faot in leagth,
terminating npon & hill-side. The Park not being di-
rectly aocessible from thess orose-streets, it will be an.
pecessary to close them at night, when the publio s
shut cut from the Park itseli. They will furnish the
mears of direct transit acroes the Park for busises
purposes, withont eansiog inconvanisnoe to ity viskom,

The casual obeerver might think the selection of the
site unfortunate, At present, except in a fow places,
ita mepect is oee of more undignifisl tuggedness. Bat
this ia ¢ue almost etirely to the abssnce of soil sad
falisge. When these are supplied, that peouliar pio-
toresquesness of effect, which can ouly be obtained
where rocky masses exist, will bscoms strikiagly obvi-
ons, Althongh it will reqaire a heavy expeuditare
to make the Park complete, the final artisi ic efeot will
be much finer than could be obtaioed upon & traot of
the ricoest and moet easily worked soil, toe nsbural
outlioes of which were tame aed prossie.

Of the central platean, near the oanter of Lhe [ywer
Park, the Loggy portion, sboat ten sores, haa bees
filled in to an average depth of two fest, aod all rooks
protroding have been ramoved by blasting; some large
ledges of rock adjoiuiog bave been reduoced, and the
irtervening depresions fil'ed in & similar msaner, ®
that there is abou’ thirty acres of slightly nadelstiog
ground., This will form & etreteh of tuf & quariee of &
mile across, usbroken by aoy road or foot-psth. It
way be used npen special ccossions for military dis-
plays. Ordivanily it will be like & great coual-y grees
or open common—a place where children may rus
about and play until they are tired, in nobody's way,
and withont danger of being run over, or isjured if
they fall. A rocky ridgs bounds this greea on the
vorth-east, which bas bean reduced by blasting siztesn
foet, throwiog open from opposite points the two
ficeet views on the Park. The rock and sarth remowed
from the ridge, together with that taken from s low hill
& quarter of & mile to the southward, have hasa used
to fill & swanp lyicg east of the green, and this being
fusther covered with made suil to the depth of fear
faat, an additional level rpaca bas boen obtained, sbout
eighty rodain lergth and twelve 10ds in breadth, ouly
saparated from the greeu by a slight depression of the
gurface, through woich passes a carrisge-rosd. This
epot baa been placted with four rowa of Amaricss
elms, formiog & broad mall, with a fountain sl sither
eud, seate for visitors, sod ascommodations for an or-
chestrs. From ita southern extremity, visws of aa
open and pastoral charactor are obtained for & quaster
of & mile in either direction, terminsting in & forest 0b-
sourity, and the general ruggeduess of the Park is fors
space eutirely obliteratad, Toe dingonal direction of
thess veiws gives great apparent broadin tothe Park,
an effect which is Lighly desirable.

From tlie greator portion of the sonthern valley, sl
rocks of insiguiicant size, and sacl as ware calcalstsd
to give an appearance of barrenness, hava been remor-
ed. Bome low parts bave been (ilied ap, aad & level
surface fourtesn sores in extant thas obisined, upoa
wiich no trees will be plasted, it being lotended more
sspecially as & play ground for matoh gamen at oricket
and base ball. Some five rocks overhang the lower
and narrower end of the va'ley, which will be oocapied
by & emall pond.

(f the central vallay, the westarn part has beso
made more spaciona by the removal of the agaller
rocks, and the earth surrounding the larger, so s b0
form a eballow basin of irregu'ar outline, This basia
iscoespled by a pond nearly tewanty scres in axtent, the
view across which, from the most favorable poiat, will
be of considerabla breadth, aad entirely unhbroken for
opward of a quarter of 8 mils. The excavaton of this
pord is pearly completed, Thidia the pond waich af-
forded 8o much pleasure to the lovers of ekating last
Winter, Next Winter the appacatus for flooding the
pord et night will be mcre pufect than tast; o small
portion of the npper end will be saparataly dam
the water kept twelve feet higher in it than ia the e
piainder, for that purpose. Iosummerit isto be
that boats wil be sllowed to ply npon it.

Tothe rorth and eass of the pond is & broed bi¥-
sids, Lraken by ledgee of rck and butnrgr.tilnl'ﬂ'
ers. It furnishes B interesting picturs, viewsd fro@
alinet apy poist; but particalazly from the oud of 139
promessc e, on the descent from which to the posd &
ornamertal elone terrace is in process of
with rather elaborate architectural dm#a:- Atthe
highest aod meat remote of the hill, & :
this terrace, & rmall t--w:rr:g be ercoted, #od this wil
Le the vists poict of the avenus of the Lookiag
serthward from the terrace, it will bethe osly ert
ficial slrnctore in #ight (the Reservoir being
out,” and the risleg ground on the right sud loft shat-
trz cut the city), The whole bresdth of &'"‘:
wili be brought into this Iapdscape, the foregroasd
which will be ensiched with architectural
eod 8 fonotain, the middle-distance, of rocks,
with evergreens and dark shrubs intersparsed smOtE
them, refiected in the pond; and mdmoﬂ":
into intricate obscarity, by cazefully plating sarsbe

Ighter asd more indistiact folisge monu‘& '

tiie gray rocks of the background. This ki
inm‘:’mmumwu roed, bat seirsly
leid out with secladod walks, bordored by shredbeT.

T —




