TUE SIBGE OF YORKTOWN.

The Alirmish ot Lec's Mills,

o Dor &5 sein] Cogpeepinte .
" W Can, Kxypa's Conm,
g orTHR Esrnt KK v Ky pea's s
Is Fuox e ruw Pesoverea Va, Aprll 19 :

It haviog been uecertained that within the lust
few duys the enemy bad thrown np an earthwork
Mﬂ' mile above Lee's Milly, at an early bour
this momivg Gen, Brooks's Brigade and Mott's

ttery wereadvancedtoward the Warwick, between
1 and 1,300 yurds from the new work. Mott's
) mediutely enguged the enemy's position

Bauery im !
with grest wpiris and effect, and was replied to by
two gon in embrasures. In two bours the enemy

were silenced; not, hewever, before Capt. Mott had
Jost seven men—three killed and four wonnded—all

#t ope guo.

VoL XXIl.....N° 6,567,

PRICE TWO CENTS.

The wounded are doing ss well as could be ex-
pected, They receive the Lest atteution from the
Medical 8taff, who sre fully equal to the demands on
thern. A pomber of the dead were buried to-dsy.

It is evident, from what can be seen, that the ene-

About thie time, Gen. McClellan srrived on the
and, followed by Gen. Keyes, who made an ex-
guination of the sitnstion and held & protracted
futerview with Gen, Smith, nuder whose immediate
eye, under Gen. McClellan, were the operations
the day. Gen. McClellan took oceasion to personally |
ghank the men snd officers of Mott's Battery for their
eoolness nud efliciency, us manifested by the manner
fn which they lad silevced the enemy's work.

Bkirmishers Laving been sent to the front on both |
the right sud left, there was considerable musketry. |
Moit's Battery continaed to fire ocon jonully ax the
enety were seen in and abont the work, in the tear |
of which & great smoke arose, indicsting that bur-
sucks or other buildings had been set on fire,

The enemy'# work in question i situnted on the |
Warwiek, whichi is in front, and which st that point
bas been dummed, 0 a8 1o fucrease its width aud
depih materially. The dam i directly in front of the
work—a vurrow spit admitting of the prssnge ouly
of & faw tnen 4t & time. While sbove the water is
brosd and deep, Lalow it is alimost equally diffienlt of
pussage over, oWing to the marshy state, the water |
being from one (o three fect desp. Beside their but-
tery, tho enemy bave extensive rifle-pits on both
Bauke skirting the stream, and other devices to musk |
their position,

In the uftermoon, our rtillery, consisting of
Ayers's, Wheeler's, Mout's, and Keonedy's batteries, |
were advanced to an open fleld directly in frout of
the enemy, distant between &00 apd 1,000 yarde.
Here, fur un honr, a terrific fire was poured into
te buttery and rifle-pits of the euewy, during which
dhey must have suffered severely.  Simnitaneous
with thie, the Vermont tth, Col. Lord, 4th, Col.
Roughton, snd 34, Col. Hyde, approacked through
e woods which flank both sides of the enemy's po- |
fition to the stream, to make a full reconnolassnce |
wd exuminution with relerence to futare operutions. |
During this movement, there was much very bard

Bgbtimg, in which our men suffered considerably.

Companies A, D, ¥, and I of the Vermont Jd roade |
a gallunt rush into the stream below the dam, and |

were about guiving the opypoeite side, when they

wers compelied to full bask nnder a fire of thousands |

W their bundreds. The Vermont Gth entered the
woods on the right, and during the heavient tiring by
our urtillery croseed in frot to the left, and dusbing
mto the wuler waist deep, as bud the 1 before
them, large nnmbers disputivg the ford in & heroic |
manuer, (Oaining the opposite side, the ritle-pite |
opened 8 murderous fire on them.  In good order |
they repueted the stresm, fighting as gullantly as
when they advanced. This was about 6 o'clock. |

As our men with cheers emerged from the wood |
oo the vight und crossed to the left, in the fuce of A
bluce of musketry, our artillery, with the view of!
covering them, opened a terrific fire from twenty |
guve. A cesselcss shower of shells was thrown iote
the epemuy'e position, who, ns they rose from the |
rillo-pita, disclosed themnselyes to our aim, 1t cauwot i
brwherwian than that the enemy sustained u great |
ke wille this firieg wae guing on,  There wus not |
a instant's cessation while our men were wo be- |
mically prissing to ihe churge.

Te fth Vermont, as well as the 3d and @b, gal-
Iusly made the perilous endeavor to croes over and
#en énter the evewy's works; wnd though the 3d
wd th soffered most, it would be diffionlt to dis-
eriminare, Braver regiments never entered the
field, and though not saccessful againgt odds of ten |
tosue, they covered themselves with glory. 1'

While these operutions were going on, Gen, Gor- |
gat's brigude moved to the frout ubout & mile above,
wdopened & rupid fire of artillery on the enemy's |
workethere, snd during the day the firiug contioned |
o0 both siden. But few casunltics cecurred, |

The position aud worke of the enemy havivy been |
Mugﬂ; recopnoitered, and all thut wan deairable
b kzow concerning them sscertmined, our forces
were witldrawn, with the exception of Kenuedy's
bitiary, which remaived on the growud, !

Thireday, Apri 17.—Last night suuken batteries |
wew couptructed on the right and left of cur ad
naced position yesterday, in front of the evemy, by
Lieate, Coseeron and Bowen, and this morsing we |
bare eight guns in embraenre, |

Dering the day there were wauy acts of true hero- |
bz, of which it ie impossible to make o suitsble |
ward. Anmog those who were seriously wounded |
iy in the duy wue Leo Rbeins, & guoner ot piece
stwber one of Mott's battery, 1le waus taken from
e feld, snd rested for s while in the edge of the
wwds, HBomowing penell and paper, ne rapidly |
puwed in French the following note to & compude it |
LA |

Ul Top: Thaok Giod | wm pot dangeramly wonnded  The |
of shell vot remain in my Besd. After whal the

s Lol we, ave ttat poer Lambart ie dead i
Be bofore you wilte 0 Lis wite As poon
wil writa yen. te ibe
be -re of my clothing.
Wounded tn the canse.  Uood by, 1 pray te God that
W be bt Your oid friend L. KH

|

e
Fiia® |
It is believed thut the gallant fellow, though seri- |

ouly ie not fatally wouoded.

The crossing. by Col, Bioughton, of the 4tk Vﬂ-]
monters from the right o the left, directly in frout of |
the ancmny, wus & mwost gallsut Bction, us was the snb. |
pequent conduct of himsell wrd wen in the move- |
weals ufierwird below the dum.

Capl. Peguin of the 3d Vermont, was the first o
s, and was wounded while gallantly pusbisg for-
ward,

In Cavr Gex Enrne's Cours,
Op vis Pastsovra, Vo, April 17, 1iad

The casunlties in the affuir of yesterduy have been
prouy nearly collected, und they smount to upward
of 20 hundred killed, wounded, and missing—the
killed 1 'm_g between 10 and 50, The 3d Vermont, |
ko progition 1o the bumber enguged—but four coni-
psvics—suffered most. The tuble uppendsd, which
pprozimaies to Completeness, will be resd with
incercet in the gullunt Lttle Buste that has sent ber
vons in such numbers W defend the Upion,

Col. Lord of the fith Vermont Reghwent wan in the
ihickest of the fight, und biad bis sword-aheatls bent
wd clethes ventilsted freely by tha bullows of the |
mewy. ilis escape scenie litths lesn thun piirpeq.
bng. Tho eolors of the regiment had elevey ..hgu[
brongh thew, Col. Btoughton, who gallauly Jed
b reginent where the fight was fiercest, won pew
bonors, The sbarpshiooters of Col. Sualley were 4
krror 10 the Reobels. The danotlesa 34, of whom
Col. Hyde may well be proud, passed through a ter.
fible ordenl, as the list of casuslties showe, Officers
aud wen of all the regiments enguged proved them-
®ives worthy the eonfidence reposed in them, Liout.

Menill of the Engiueers was alightly wounded.

To-day, ull has been qniet, The enemy evideutly

severely yesterday. The Rebel battery

Ired & fow ahots ewly in the morning, but ufew

S from vur atillery restored silence. Our sbarp-

:‘:".W tbe woods, &nd 5o Rebel bead is

1

ofe 1O opy

wy are waking sirangements for strengthening their
position e sund baga have been provided, though
the yigilance of onr sharp-shooters has given them
Jortunity to use them. Men were at work last
night diuping trenches, and they manifestly regurd
shieir position us pot impregnable.

Coneerning future operations, there is little known,
swnd less to tell.  Onr front is within 400 yards of
the enemy’s, so thut we can see each other with the
niuked cye, wud do pick eacli other off with rifles. As
thinis not the woest desirble situation for & perma-
nent one, I presume it will not loug continne.

.’-'rm'-:_:,-, ,{p:';f 18, a. m.—Last l:l.l.gh'l thers were !
two mlwrme, ud brisk fling betweon the infantry on|
our left and the enemy in their rifle-pits, Our artil-
lory fired a few ghots, and the whole camp wis
wrouked, The Rebels commenced firing first, imagin- |
ing, no doubt, that our forces were advancing. The

report ie that one party of Rebels were fired on by

another, mistaken in the derknees for our forces.

Tuis msy be she care, but it lacks confirmstion.

1 am bappy to state that quite & number reported
wounded, owing to the elight usture of their ‘ruumb,1
bave reported for daty this mworning—so that the
pumber pow under wedical trentment, and wonnded
and misking, is less than 150, Thin pomber will
be reduced daily by discharges irom the howpitale,

-
THE FIGHT NEAKR LEL'S MILLS,

LIST OF KILLED, WOUNDED, AND MISSING IN
THE FIGHT NEAR LEE'S MILLE, VIRGINIA,
APRIL 15,

The following list, from onr own correspondent, dif-
fers in muny respecis from that officially reported
frous Wishington, aud which we published yester-
day. It was collected on the spot, with great care,
and we peiot it for the benefit of the relatives and
friends of the soldiers. Neither, probably, is abiso.
lutely correct, but one will serve to correck the other,
uod to relieve much anxiety:

SIATH YERMONT.

WoUNDED.
Gieorge Kuker, Company C: kuee.
Sergrant Devis, Company 1 dlde.
Eilne Wi ¥, Company H; ar

w.
1 Company H | sbouldar und jaw,
fleab, fu leg.
der.

"
€

M. Senrbon
Luther Graves, { og pavy O knes

Nuthan tisves, Company C; {racture, leg 1

H i
E(
Austin

3. Pollaid, Company B ; thigh
" Wiright l.“-ump-nl_:a. II'.‘ITrp.
an, Compuny F | huee.
Lewis Talbot; sives desd,

Deea Woodward, Company ©; thigh,

J. Shay. Compavy A, chest u: arm.
.I!o;.-runl Haueock, Company }Jhl.p.
— Hogan. g

o Bemnon, Company H; ankle,

Jopephi Oubs, Company A ; veck.
Capt. Davonport, Company H |
A D by

huee
Jobkn W, Fules, Comnpong F | ares

Jotues Covang, Company ¥

P. N. Bates, Company ¥ .

R. L Beslons, Conpany 1}

Liewt . 0. R

A. M. Sahin, C ny U wrm

J. K. Wilson, Compaiy € sbdemen.

George Hreak, Coanpuny ) huee

Jotin K. Movinsrn, Company D faol

Hirain Walker, Company K| huee

Horses A, Houghton, l'nmmy C; band

Dana Ayres Company ) .

Thewas Facker Company G hand

Joseph White, Company C; srue

8. Jouss, Cumpany E; band.

Thomas Murphy, Company H, arm.

Ta R Giove, Compuny A hand

Ellsha M. Gioodard, Com ‘l,hl.‘n lag.

E. H. Fuller, Compsuy A ; thigh

Gieorge 8 Farr, Company F.

Joko Kelly, Company F.

Autenin Fusie; badiy.

C. Autil, wlsaing; Compeny F

P. Connell ; Company F.

W, W, Ucdfrey, udssing, Company P,
n

Hecry White Conpany F sbightly.
Clark W, Siin peny F; olightly.
Lieut. C. F. Balley. Company b ; badly.
Bergrant M. W Diavis, 'cmi;n’ I bedly.
W, Livingstos. Cempany D slightly,
Cerprral Wilson, Company

Giew. R Breck, Company C, badly,

H. . Buszeel, Corupany C; slightly,
W, U, Barker, Con p“'(t € alightdy.
R Thaeser, Cominny C; & bl.l{.

H. 6i. Authony, Company € alightly.
D. MeEwin, Company (*; slightly.

F. Goddard, Company € slightly.

(jey. A. Parher, Couipsny O slightly.
K. H Fel Company Hy badly.
E. Ulton sy H bedly

i alge Geald, Cowpeny 1 bedly

b. ¥ “i:ynl‘.} l.f‘.m[-u.g- ]I" ali; b:y.

Jusoph Biodget, Company “ iy
H, n:k'l'ttg.

Thowaes Murpley, Couipany
1. Bally, Company H; +Hgtly.
M. J. ctupany M ol

|

. Hodge auy H ol h“{
Jobu Hogao, Company H ; slig ”{"

:c iy,

iy,

L. Beetoar, Cotpany 1 I‘adJI.
Sergeant Docehu Compan ; badly.
¥d. Wright, Company A l“'hlg.
Jotin Guyrard, Compsry A slig ily.
Qlives Shepard (!nu?,nu-y A tly.
Bergeant 1 Huokly, Cooipan : i

ightly.
o' Uonipan r‘. I-EQNI,.
C. O, Whitney, ompany H;
Lirsut. Kigney, Company 1 8
Heury Soay, Company A badly,
Fdwin Gore, Company A b
Compary Aj elightly
ther fj wrpauy A olightly.
alightly,
Iy utly.
D joner. Comnpany K alightly.
Eilram Walker, Cumpany K olightiy?
HILLED.

Capt. Rey s, Company F,

Palus Bla Comipany F.

€t T siburn, Company D,
La 3, Cupany D,

Co

[ | Ghrant, ﬁ«m‘kgn, Gy
A, Noyes, Company L.

W, M. Uibsen. Compuny C.
Besgeant L. W. Wales, Company B

E. K. Dodge, Company H.
i boins D Company 1.
M. Bascor spany H.
Mason buney, Conpany E
FIFTIL VERMONT,
WOrNpRD,
E. R, Adfuv. Corapany B ibigh.
Troman Havner, Company

By atigatly,

Newton Mayheo, Compuny B » hz.

A M. Parssin. Cotnpany li'hip. ‘Ir.

Gearge B, Bixbhy, Conpany 1 slightly,

Hevey Davie, Vompany G | ar.

Jokin Lawmbert, Company G ; severely,
KILLED,

James Ruseell. Company K.
W ililiin Heuny, Coupany O,

(HIRD VERMONT,
WOUNDED,
H. Patel, Coampany A; hip,
A, Badles, Company A chest snd s,
K. Whitoomb, Company A ; haod,
L. J. Flood, Compiny 8 ; leg
Corporal A H soson, Company I martally,
]lﬂ.!:, Hiil, Company D, u.ﬁul:“, |
T. A. Vao Bieet, Comipany D ; arm.
b Bishop, Company D) thigh
Company D7 thigh,
Company D arm,
J. Dok spany 1 et
Gienrge Washilin, Company 1) sra.
J. E Maorse, Company D ; shoulder,
T. Reynolds, Cotmpauy I3 ar.
A, H.Wilson, Company D | s,
1), Conupany D leg,
.l‘y E; lungs.
5, Coipauy K .th,l!!JL
i wrner, Colnpany K grain
C. K. Hill, Campany E| Aro
D, Eills, Company E;
C. Luuge. Campany ¥ ; band.

A
Al
¥

MILLS,

VIRGINIA.

CHARGE
OF THE

3R° VERMONT

Sy

6" VERMONT

<
4" & 5™ VERMONT
ON

—

AFTERNOON =|

The above sketch, went by the correspondest of

sents the battle-ground st Lee's Mills, near Y

|

[ Bape, mostly under water, with the motion of the
{11id-— bt her mtarbourd g uddin’-suil boom is held by
[the tueklng Dbelow, uud projects nbove, loose, a8
{dws uleo the Myingjib toom, suapped sbort off, bub
| hold below i like munner. In every other respeet,
Ui noble ship looks ae if abont o rise from the
groand, and shaking hene!l dry after ber emergence,
to open her wings, whirl on her heel, and bead
srnigtt for Norfolk and the muiled Merrimae.

I was permitied to-day the privilege of a long eou-
vorsation with the veterun Gen. Mansfield about the
sttack by the Merrimao and ber consorta. His nee
sount of it, which I carefully p'aced in my memery,
will bave the interest, thongh not the value, of a8
official report; aud it ia due to the importance of the
affair that it be made public, even at the risk of the
repetition in part of well-known fueta,

The General said: ** The commenders of the Com-
berland and the Congress, them at spchor in the
stream, notified me in the forencon that the Merri.
mac was approaching, I of conrse jnstantly made
preparations to receive her from ashore, as thoss offi-
cers wers doing, to welcome her afloat. At2p. m.
the iron-clad mouster passed the Congress, giving
ber two shots a8 she went by, which went through
and through her, She then made a |arge detour, got
headway, and dushed struight at the Cumberland's
starboard bow. The scene of all this action wes
within & mile of my buttsries. I now directed Col.
Nuanian, my Chief of Artillery, to open en the Mer-
rimae with foar eolumbiada and s James's 42-poand-
er. This fire wus kept up on her without intermis-
sion un long as she waa within range. Bbe was hil
constantly, but her mail was so perfect that my shot
made no impression ou her, I also had shree S-inch
siege howitzers houled down by und from my land
batteries, and brought to bear on her from the bask
of the river. I added to these the fire of two of
Howard's Light Buttery rifled guns. Though the
shot from all of these pieces rained on her, they
bounded from ber plating like hail-stones,

* As soon as the Cumberlund went down with her
formidable batteries, three steamers, supposed to be
the Yorktown, Jamesiown, and a tog, came down
the river under a full head of steam. I tarped all
my guus on them. Bt they were so far off (the
river here ia foor miles wide), and their speed was so
great, that I could neither stop them wor disable
them, While the Cumberland was sinking, the
Congress alipped her cable, dropped her foresail, and
set ber spanker, and ren straight for the shore, just
above Sigual Point,  Muny of ber crew escaped lo
the beack in the boats. Before these could be rowed
| back, the Merrimac ranged up to the frigute’s stern,
{ and ponred in w rakivg fire,  Her flag was strack
|immediately, Two of the three Rebel steamer then

ran wlonguide of the Congress, and made fust to bey,
{on each quarter, spparently with the purpose of
| baaling ber off.  As soon us I saw this, I ordered
| Col. Brown of the 20th Indisna to send his rifle eom-
pauies, A and K, down to the beach, aud drive thess
steamers away, [ aleo sent down two ridled guns
- under Capt. Howard, and a rifled Dablgren howilser
mauned by Master Stayvesant, aud fourteen sailors
"of the Cumberlund, From s rakiog position on the
beach, ecovered by sand-hills avd trees, these guos
played effectively on the steamers at about 600
\The Indisna riffemen, throwing themselves upen
|ll.eir breasts, worked forward inthe sand, loading
| und firing with deadly aim ss they crawled. The

und to-day give, with the sketeh, & very clear idea | (wo steamers quickly let go their hold on the Con-

| greas and woved out of range, having undoubiedly
|received great loss and dawsge. They scon same

Bawuel Wales, t cunpasy K| shonider.
Wl Ematus Company R srm.
Corperal 1. Ugene, Company K| arm.
Juees MeMuoas, Company K |

Jua. Mclariy, Company K thigh.

D Ellls, Conprny K face

ik

.
L. B Briggs, Company D
i Cﬂap':.!. Company D,

J. Corhman, t'u-rly n

B Danforth, Cemdnay I

D. Ellliot, Compsny D,

4 v, Company I

John Nell, Cornpany 1.

Allred Tuy.ar Gompany I

U Hieeln (1eported), Compary 1.
W. P Vasce, Coapany B

J. Thompecnn, Company K.

F.J. Thonas, Company F
Bergensit J. F. Perry, Company P,
Corporsl 10 . Wilson l'mvn,
Awstln Boynton, Company F.

W, (0, Domer, Compauy ¥
Richard Wilson, Company F.

E. [ Waternws, Company K

A, F. Miilis, Company K. .
A ), batiirg, Comipavy K
¥. Covevilly. Company K.

P. Devine, Company
LI LY

F. Morsill, Company F.
Moses Goorge, Conpany ¥,
(. Kivbbe, Compauy F
D. Mase Company ¥,
Jumies Fldridge Company P,
U Hurd, Company F.

AT THE BAYTERIZA
Corporal Lazibert, billed,
Private Morchouse, ilind,
Private Actoive Parville billed
Henry Vitsgerald, wouuded
Leove Rueems, wonnded,
Theman Cave, wonnded,
Jumes Milier. wounded—bad'y.
Thomas Dunlasy, wounded,
Wildam Mullen, wounded.
C.r Thomas Batter,
— Al the sbove st Mett's Pattery,

by prematios sxplosion st Ayere's Battery.
FUURTH VAKMONT,
wOL NPRD,
V. L. Fiak, Company K lrg

— wpsny M| ehest.
_— l‘nl& y Company H; cheet .
Capt. i1 Atbertan, Company C; gals,

—— Qtliges, Company C: leg
—— Kuayp, Compauy || wive
— Lades, Coripany A

RILLED
David N, Dilible, Company |
B, Brsinasd Niles, Cowpany L.

NOT CLASSIFIED,

Win, Faller, Company F, 9d Vermeut ; killed
Mickarl I'. Donell, Ayerv's Baitory; wousded by precs
tare st ploslon,

Capt. ka: nolds, ith Verment | dead
Wow.o o K 6th Vermort.
J. M. Mch K, sth Veiment.

piml,
H. L Pollard, ith Vermant.
L. M Bein, 0th Vermout; thigh.
R, F. Bellows, fith V srmant.
¥, Ubten, itk Vermout
Capt. Davenport, ik Veruont.
J ih N eront.
aell, Gt Vermont.
1 Btk Vermont

L. W, Blodget, Gith Vermool
Mason Bhepard, tth Vermont
Thowse Muiphy, sth Vermoot
Daniel Hogue.

ut. K. King. fh Ver

B, Ballasd, 6tk Ver
N. Gravms, tuh \eco)
Luther Uraves, $th YVermont.
A Noyes; dead.
Medor Bearbo, tth Varment
W, B, Doushiee, Bk Vermet
J. P. Murphy, 6th Vermont
Lieut. Bindbory, €ih Vainent
Lisut. Halley, fith Vermout
Capt. Hale, tah Vermowt.
Jumen Haily, tith Vermont
W. B Hacock, ith ¥
Muson Heng, tith Var
Muson . Ehopard, 5 i
L. W, Bladge, tah Yermont
1, Hogen, Gth Vermout.
J, Hogan, fith Vermout
M. I Davis, tih Vermone
Jntns Coney, Uth Vermont.
Roger Hinkeley, tth Vermani; kiled
Johu Tules, ith Vermout.
Chanulug Axtill 0th Vermont,
Jahn Krily, 6t Vermout
o Law, 6th Vermoul

Uk
b

lflhr\nﬁ‘n Her, Company B ; thigh.
Bewrgeant C. H. Hoiwes, Company B
Wills, Company E; mlawlog,
A. Rowe Cowpeny o : ihigh
C. Dyke, Company ¥
Wt Pengry, Company ¥: band and thigh
Jus K. Chanidle, Gompany F; baod
'"“ﬁ"'\“l Fuirbauks, Lomps
M. Buiith. Company ¥ ; shoul
Wille Whitoontt, Sompany F
+ Rovall, Couipany ¥ hip.
< A Perry. Compasy
3. H, Butierhieid, Gy
H. Pu >

T R

Peter Hates Gith Vermmit

Juies Conway, fth Vermont.

Capt. H. B, Atherton, 4th v ermeny.
Cupt. Pulge. #th Vermout.

Capt. Harris, 4th Vermont,

Cnpt Grinen, 4tb Vernioot.
Anthony u.-.n’m; fith Vermaut,
Daina Ayres, (b Verwont,

Copt. Plngree, 3d Vermiont.

Liewt, Clisudior, 3d Vermont.

Jobm R Hobivson, 6th Y ermont; kiled
= Tincler, Company ¥, 2d Verwamt.
tapt Daveuport, Verment.
R loiﬂ. d Vermont

Jaba P Haives, 4th Vermost.
Jerenish Biskop, 34 Vermonl

. 34 Vermont

e SR

Michaet O Dennell aod private’ (Jrasshefsr wire Wotnded

1 regnlar Blreels 6F UVenues, wll of thew wrhtlu-rpruof

1 bave little, if suything, of a belligerent or ox-
citing character to chronicle to-duy; wlihough sl
writo, 1 bear the boowfo! cannon and the sound of
shot and shell away to tho left, in explanation of
which I am told that '* onr boys" are amusing them-
selves @t the expense of the Rebels. Rhould the
canonadivg contigue, and the wifair prove of im-
portance, | intend to ride to the scene of netion and

ment than this letter. At hendquarters this moming
—1 mean those of Gen, Helntzeltoun, to which [ um
reportorially atteched—I found things quict snough;
quiet and suony, slmoet luzy.  The General, by-the-
Ly, haw pitched bis tent ot fur from the site ceenpied
by Lafayette, at the time when the name of York-

field—a fine battle-ground, if the Rebels would only
come out of their intrenchments and waka o fair
fightof it. That, however, of course they won't
do; their policy thronghout the war bus Leen to
select n strong position, wnd leave the onua of attack
to us, and results huve jostified it.  Here thoy oc-
cupy one which we, certainly, are not going to walk
into in & day or two, Those in the rear of us,
whetber on the Yorktown or Warwick road, though
ably eonetructed, could pot have Leen held agnins
our force; newe the Rebels could burdly ba hotier
pluced, and, we suppose, will wake this upper por-
tion of the peniusula the scene of the crowning
fight of the war,

We bave spent the last two days in preparation,
The fine weather—1 write on & pecfect June day,
| with a cloudless blus sky overboud, snd the bot
| noontide sun rendering the shinde end scent of the
| adjacent pines doubly gruteful, with dosty rouds and
| perspiring men aud horsea perceptible from the door

of my tent—has witnessed our wholesome Lansform-

sion from & huge army of drenched, shivering und

balf-etarved noldiers, Into ws enormons @ corp of
cheery laborers.  Whatever may be the results of
this war, it will legve thia part of the Old Dowinion
in better traveling condition than any known to the
| presest or pust generation. Riding out yestorduy to
Lﬂhip Point, int company with my present lost, Dr.
1J. A. Blilton (of the 5ith New-York), T had an
L apportunity of witnessing how the Yunkee Murs uota
| piotieer 10 the god Terminng—who, if my
{mythology is not ut fuudt, presides over roads and
| their belonginge.

From bere to the Point is about six miles fn a
Ipuulw wterly direction, | t|llwl made uhout funrteen
of it, by wiriking off to the loit, just boyond the
abandoned Rebel eawp to be tred an s hospita!, un-
dee ehuspe af Dr, Gunn of & Michigun regiment, the
conetruetion of wlich I have eommended in a former
lotter. 1t comprisen ut leant o bundred bats, foruiug

wnd accommodated with evlupeys, mnny possesaing
bunks of berths like these on shipbosrd, The wark
of the soldiers and negroes, it coutrasts curionaly
with the ordivwry dilapidated dwellings of the pour
whites of the viciuity; aud oo cusp built by our
wen, except that at Newport News, put up by the
ol New-York (the Troy Reylment), ean coupare
with it for beauty and eonvevignce, Thie is true,
too, with rospoct to the Kebel guuriers in generl.
Every eligible portion of this peivsels scoms to
have been dotted with thewm; the field near which 1
write, skirted on three sides by the woods, on the
fourth by the high rowd, exbibitsa murks of & recent
encampment—of twnts, not bouses, therefore vasily
removable, It is m matter of sowe surprise that the
Rebels did net fire their sbandoned huts; by omitting

to do m, they have left us more Lowpitul accomuio-
dation than, I bope, will be needed.

All along our route we passed marching and labor-
ing soldiers. (fo where you will upon this Peinenls,
you find them, I cun hardly convey to you the im-
of namber—of the enormaus extent of our

army—which this produces. There are campe every-

append 1y obrervitions as s postoript of more mo- |

The Philudelphia Iaguirer to that journal, repre- | town. The letters of our corraspondenta yesterday of the fight.
— — — e — —

W Baily; Compuny V3 fuce, From Heinizelman's Divislon —Health and |  ship Point completely commands the river, which back,
R s i o) e g Comfert of the Troops—Activity of PPre- | hore dobouchen into & bay, The Rebels had fortified
bt e IS e} gl i s paratien -Asuack eomn the Bebel Xn- | with their usual efficiency. We found three

W, Seit; Company N1 dosd tremchments,

Thamas Cenene Company R thigh Frem Uui “pecial Correapondent.

Corporsl h J. Hougn Company R | arm. Hosritain iam Jawmeos's Bujoanm, ;

Bergrant 1 Forrle, Company R shoulder, Un the Yorktown Rosd, April Ib—=Noos,

lent places to ran into to avoid & bupting bombebell.
A spucions camp, of the ordinary neatness of con-
struction, indicates that the recent possessors of Ship
Voint were no were lemporary sojourusrs.

April 16,9 p. .~ Liave just returmed from & dark
ride through the woods, terminsting the journey of
inyuiry I promised myself ar the beginning of the
piveeding lotter, in case the bombarding continned.
1t did so all duy, snd I hear our guns thunderiog
now. Of coure, st present I can ioterpret the
work of the last twelve Lours but imperfectly. What
1 have guthered is na follows:

town first becumo bistoric, at the corner of w 1arge | e firing bagan st sboot 68, m., our artillery !

opening upon the left of the Rebels' conter, with the
(ntention of dersolishing & prominent portion of their
intrenchmonts, possibly effecting an entrance, Gen.

eluding the Prince de Joinville und the Comte de
Pasis (whom I wet gayly caraccling on their re-
turn throngh the woods ut sunset), commanded in
person, Four of our batteries were enguged in the
action, the 24 Rbode Iland, the lst New-Jereey,
Mott's mid Gorman's, comprising 16 field-pieces, all
Parrott guos, suppoited by the three infantry regi-
tnonts conatituting Jumeson's Brigade. Our artillery
silonced thut of the Rebels, dismounting ons big gun
put up yesterduy, and wukiog & breach in the in-
trenchients, The 20 wnd 3tk New-York, the 1st
Minnesots, the 1th Museachusetts, the 34 Michigan,
shred the honors sod easuwlitios of the day. I Lear
that the latter are wore serious thaa had Leen an.
ticipated,

At 4 p. m. the Rebels mude u sully in force, bat

ness, aud sfter, a marderous fire of rifle bullets wax
kept up by the shurp-shooters on both eides. Our
men veatured within 600 feet of the Rebels' intrench-
wents, discovering a fosse or ditcli, which they pos-
soea the power of tlooding at plessure, To-uight the
S7tn New-York sre detuiled to throw up intrench-
ments, nnder cover of the darkness, nearer to tLe
Rebel lines thin anything we have yet witogptod, as
& basis for further xod more lwportant operations.
Meantime, onr cunnon make the vight hideous with
shot and shell, possibly «s & means of distracting the
enemy s nitention.
You will probably bave n more extensive as well
s suceinet weconnt of this aetion from my comrade,
attiched to the corps of Gen., Keyes; it lies rather
within his domsin than mine, Great things are con-
fidently lookod fur within & day or two.
e

Semi-Odicinl Account of the Minking of the
Cumberland nud Cengress by the Merris
muc—Geu, Mansfield's Description of It
~Unpublished Incldents of the Fight.
From Our Uwa Correspoudant.

Newront News, April 13, 1862,
A man-of-war in & swoon! Towt seems possible,
A stanped frigate, on the ground, a litte way under
water, recovering from u blow, and just abont to get
Lrouth, and bave & glorfons resurrection aud & new
fight—abaking off waves and torrents of sea-water,
und “ gailing i eguin wt el - quarters, with howl-
ing broadsides of rage, That cortainly vust be pos-
wible, For look st this Comberland, und see the up-
pewrunce of merely suspended snimation, yet other
wine of readiness for instavt Lattle, which she pre-
wentn, Her coursen and topasila furled uvpon the
gloasy bluck yards with syminetrical uestness—the
“atyle” und tautness of wll her stunding wod run-
ning rigging—the freshucss of her tarring—ihe
squareness of hor yards—the entire absence of every
customary indication of wreck, It is hard to realize
tat she is & sunken ship, whipped in battle, uad
seut down in 45 feot of wuter, head

knows as ** rat-boles,” which, with all dne deference |
@0 Mr. Ruseell's idens of their depreciutory effects
upon wilitary discipline, I should pronounce excel-

McClellan, accompanied by w portion of his stuff, io- |

were repalsed with losa, From thence until dark- |

panicd by & laanch flled with men; but
the guocers and riflemen sgain beat them off.

beavy  «The Merrimae, finding ber prize retaken, now ap-
lines of sartbworks looking seaward, & fosse oul-|propched sad fired three bot shot into her, and
side. The inperintreuchment is excavated into 8 (hey withdrew to the other side of the river. The
gallery, entered by wundry upertures popularly Congress was soon ablaze. The men remsining

abourd of her escaped over ber bows, sod before
rhk the wonnded were taken out. It was not until
|2 9%clock in the morniug that the burnivg frigate’s
| magazine exploded. Before this, t intervale during
| the night, her 54 shotted guns went off. One of them
' sent @ ball through & schovner at the nearest wharf,
| und sunk her, Thronghout the day my whole fores
| was under arn, sod my officers and men wers en-
| gaged in the butteries und on the heach, Wherever
| we had & show of  chance ut anything not covered
| with twelve inches or six inches of iros, our brave

wen whipped the Rebels, and drove them off,
| Surange 1o say, not one of my command was killed,
[and Lnt one was wounded—a private of the 7th
| New-York, who loat & leg,

It would have been utterly impomible, Sir, w0 have
Cupited the fate of the two war-ships. The superi
ority of the Merrimac over hoth, was as decided, ua
iron is decidedly stronger than woed.”

Diring thisconversation I glanced from time to Lime
with interest ot the evidence of the paseage of o shot
| throvgh the room in which Gen. Mausfield was site

ting. He bad indeed & narrow escape, He had en-
tered Life gnarters and sat down at his table to write
|a telegraphic dispsteh, While lifiing bis pen, s
| shell from the Merrimac dashed through the wide of
 his room opposite his ehair; made toothpicks of &
large Dlack-waluut clothes-press; pemotrated with a
‘clesn cat the mantle-piece; carried away about &
quarter of the brick chimuey, aud weut howling off
over the camp.  The General was seated only four
| feat from tho track of thia projectile, and was show-
lered with ita passing complimenta of splinters and
|dust. THebears a charmed life here, as at Fort
| Brown, Monterey, snd Buens Vista,

To return to the Cumberland, 8he was ** bunted’
|on ber starboard bow as sbe lay at anchior, The

Merrimuc did ot veeoll, and wue oot permitted by
ber eugineer to reenil from the shock, The Cam-
berland was driven back by it tll broaglt up by the
full stewin upou her cable.  T'hen, the Merrimae sl
pressing upon and goring into her with her sron
horn, the frigate heeled over to larboard, and, it is
pnlllmpﬂi, veceived the fatal, i’l"li.bins “m, into
which the sea rushed, Let nantical men wmwake »
note of this,

The loss of life which ensued was partly due 1o
l’fl.a battering down of wll the hatches save that lead-
ling to the cockpit—customary caution on men-ofs
[ war prior to golng into action. Among the incidents
| of the wreck, new to me, I was told to-duy that be-
' fore the Merrimac backed off from the Comberland
| two of the erew of the latter jumped for safety upon
| the raw's iron roof—and instantly elid off into the
| water, It bad been thoroughly elushed with grease,
| Just before she went down, the Camberland’s men
i;rr.lon her decks took refuge in the rigging, Gen
| Mansficld eent orders to the Captain of the propeller
| Weldon, lying at the dock, to run ont and rescue
them. , He refused to do it, saying that be woukl_h
sk or tuken, The Geerul took short method with
the coward. He threstened to sboot him if be did
not immedintaly siip bis buwser sod save those men.
The fellow ran out and brought away every one of
thewm,

In the,

hight of the fire of the batteries upon the
Merrime, Ler flg safl was shot away. A trap-
door wis opened in her iron roof, and & wen emerged
and begun moving & nmifile of the ridge towurd
the socket of the siaffi A rifled cannon sbot struek
bim in the side, and tore bim utterly o pieces. A
fute a8 mortal overtook su officer from either the
Yorktown or Jamestown, who Lurried to carry
away our lag from the Congress. He had it par-
tinlly wrapped aronad him und was in the set of de-
scending (lie frigate’s gide, when an Indian ari

Iiog on the besch canght wighl bim.  He ewene
aload that the frigate’s fiag should naver see Norfolk,
aad seat Lis bullet throagh the officer's breast snd

foremuat.
Bos bero she is. Going up to ber siuouds in &
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