THE GREAT CONTEST.
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FROM GEN. SHmpMAN'S ARMY.

ek s
Mebel Attnek gn Dalion— Tts Nurrender
Demnaded nud Denied—Attack on the
place—Unioa Victory nt MSrima, Aln.
LouvisviLe, Ky., August 17.

The rebel General Wheeler with seventeen hun-
dred esvalrymen, demanded the surrender of Dal-
ton, Ga., on the evenivg of the 14thinstant, of Col.
8. C. Lioboldt, of the 2d Missouri, commanding at
that post. 0

The foree of Col. Licboldt numbers 800 men.

A alight skirmish was goipg o, when the last
train left Dalton,

This traln had Col. Callum and three other rail-
yoad men on board, returning from between Aduirs-
villo and Calhoun.

These men were obliged to repair the road, which
Bad been destroyed by small detactunente from Gen,
‘Whaoeler's LN

The re had also captured about seventeen
@overpment cuttle on their way to Atlants, aud
mearly all the oflicers in charge of them.

The railrosd men escaped after the train had left
Dalton.

General Stodman being telegraphicallf advised
of the movements of tho rebels, started with a
large foreo from Chattaneoga in pursuit of them.

The lutest heard from Dalton was just at night-
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PRICE FOUR CENTS.

FROM THE POTOMAC ARMY.

Operations Norih of the James—Birney
within Six Miles of Richmond— Cour-
age of the Colored Troops—A Fresh
Water Freshet nnd 8xit Water Joke.

Our Correepondent at Gon, Butler's head-quar-
ters sends the fsllowing:

Gex, Brives's Hran-QUARTERS, 3
Aug. 16, 1864—7 b m:

Tho operations of to-lay on the north bank of the
James require but few paragmphs. During the
night Birney with the Tenth Corps left his line of
the duy befute and assumed Hankock's, from which
he advanced a line early in the morning without
opposition, Hancock taking the reserves and left

[ had returned to the fleld only a day ort

flank, Foster's old position at Deep Bottom was
left with a few negro troops, Nearly all day was |
occupied in skinuishing and learning the gronnd.

Girez's eavalry, on the extreme right, rested its

wo be-

ure.
f Tho Second Division lost st least %0 men in the
engogements
The First and Third Divisions, which were 1n
support, lost about 254, from the effects of the rebel
artillery.
The wounded were all brought off and are nearly
all being cared for at City Pointy
Lieut. Col. Warren, of the Thirty-sixth Wiscon-
sin, Jost hig left arm, whilo gallantly lesding his
regiment in the charge,
Major W, IT. Hamilton, of the Thirty-sixth Wis-
consin, was severely wounded in the fuce.
Capt. Lindley, of the same regiment, was killed.
Sergeant Ball, of the same regiment wns also
Killed, aud there are sbout twelve wounded in the
regiment.,
Bergeant Fuchs, the Color Bearer of the 30th
Wisconsin, was badly wounded. This is tho third

0 i ing Tkt o i it san “yailoa
fal! on the 14th, when cannonading was going ou. ln,_.,: on the Chailes City Road, seven miles from time this gallunt soldicr has been wounded In the

Rumor says that as the traies were leaving Re-
gaca fourteen of our men were ecaptured by the
rebel foree that captured the eattle, This raid had
boen antielpated by Gon, Sherman, and he was pre-
pared to meot the rebels at fmportant points.

On Saturday three hundred guerrillas atfackod
Belma, Livingston Cowuty, Ky., garrisoned by
thirty men of the Fourth Kentucky, and aftern
sharp fight weroe repulsed with the loss of efght
killed, fifteen badly wounded, and several captured.

The Federal loss was three killed, one, mortally
wounded and several elightly, and four captured,

Sevaral harses on each sido were killed,

Twanty-five guerrillas, vnder Martin, wero in
Trumble county on Sunday night, near the Ohio

rver. They had bLeen raiding down the road to|

West Point and making deprodntions on the people
there. They plundercd West Point of $1,000 in
goods and money.

Henderson, Ky., still continues to be greatly ex-

eited. The rebel Col. Johngon is eamped in tho|

¥alr grounds, and threatens the town.
Abaut seventy-three guerrillasare in Brownshore,

under Hall, plundering the fown and causing great | cie 8o, which steack the Rebe! forco on it right | porfectly impreg
| usk and forced it to slide out from between this |

excitement.
ST

Further of the Attnck on Dalton, Ga,
LovisvitLs, August 17,
Three bundred and fifty head of cattle, cuptured
by Wheeler, hnve been recovered.

The damage to the railroad nesr Calhonn has|to prescras itself for the

boen repaired. Four trains were at Dulton when |

last heard from.
On the refusal of Col. Lishollt to surremdor,

Wheeler attacked Dulton, and gained some bulld- | and Twenty-Ninth Conn.,
ings in the town, whers they kept up & harussing |in magnificently with the he

fire, driving Licboldv's men from their position o

the station, whers they chocked the re

| Riehmond, One brigade of the Sceond Corps eot- |
| nected it with Gen. W, Bigney's provisional divi-
sion of the Tenth Corpe, consting of the colored
!hrigade lately from Florida, and two brigedes of
Turner's division of the Tenth Corps.

General Burnside was left in eommand of Dot-
ler's lipe from the Appematiox to the James. |
Terry's Division was next to thie 1eft, and Barlow's
Second Corps on the refused flank. This loe exs
tended from the Charles City Roud to tht New
Market Road, the Central Road beitg midway, at
which puintfa wore bt six miles from Richmond. |

The line mofp aearly fucds the river than it does
Richmond, eRtending at an obtuse angle frum the
right of the Jine the day hefore.

The eountry iz very thickly
| savo narrow cleared patches, Tho day vias by the
theriuometer the warmest known this summer, and
no aie wae etirring, heueo little could be donein |
[ the midilla of the duy.

About noon the Rebels attacked Grogg's l‘!l\'l'l?l'}‘!
and hore it back, whercupon Biruey sént n Brigade |
square ont to bis right in charge of Capt, Triscoe of

woonded; all woods |

brignde and Greme. This nowever, measured by
the losses, wus little mora than skirmishing.

At fivo o'clock Gen, Wm. Birtiey®s and a part of 'y0000 of the Division,

Gen, =ery's Divisions advanecd the live, in order
lnal chnrge, pushed |
through the dense growth but slowly, and it wis
after six before it bacame actively engnged. The |
negro troops, Seventh, Eighth and Ninth T. 8., |
heross of (lustes, went
artiest chear I have |
Iis

| henrd sinee the eardier battlesof the campaipd,

bels, The|dark considorable distanoa hed been gained, and |laet night weoe, as usual, guict;

enomy was on both sides of the ruilroad, trying to [ work for the day ceascd,

eut the road.

Tho losses are verr amal!, between ono And iwo

Steadman will probably reinfores Licboldt in|pypdred, and perhups as mapy more sick from the

time. A down train ie reported captured at Altona
Pass. Wiecler's force is probably divided, and
separating at different points, That portion ot |
Dulton is alming to destroy the tunnel aggluunel
HiL
Telographic commnuication with Dalton has
eeascd by the eutting of the wire,
©Operntiens of July 35th—OMcial Report of
Gen. Logan—Gnoerilln Attack on Dalton—
Rebel Hepulse at Selina.
WasHINGTON, Aug. 17,
The following report from Gen. Logan bas been
veceived ot beadguarters:
Hondquurters Fifteenth Army Corps, )
Bofore Atluuts, Gu., July <9th, 1864, )
CoroxeL: 1 have the Lonor to report that in pur-
suance of orders I moved my eommand in porition
on the right of the Seventeenth Ary Corps, which
was the extreme right of the army in the ficll on
the night and morning of the 2th and 281k §
and during my advance in lire of battle 10 a wore
deiirable position, we were met by the Rebel in-
fantry from Hardee's and Lee's Corps, who made s
desperate and dotermined nttack at half past eleven

o'clock, A.M., on the 28th. My lines were only |

proteeted by logs and roils hastily thrown fu front

of them. The first onsef was reecived and checked, |

snd the battle commenced and lasted until about
three o'clock in the afterncon, During that tim
gix snceessive charges were made, which were six
times gallantly repulsed, each thne with fearful loss
to the enetny.

Later in the evening my lines were several times

asanalted vigoronsly, bnt esch time with like re- |

sult. The most of the fighting ocenrred on Gene.
Harrow’s and Smith's front, which formed the cen-
tre and right of the command, The troops could

not have displayed more cournge nor greator deter-

mination not to yichl. Had they shown less, they
would have been driven from their position.  Drig.-
Gons, Woods, Harrow, ond Smith's [division com.
mandsare eutiled to equal eredit for gullant conduet
snd kill in‘repelling the assanlt.

My thanksare due to Moj,-Gens, Blair and Dodge
for squiing me reinforcements ut o time when they
werenmeh nowded. !

My losses are 50 killed, 438 wounded, and €3 miss-
ing; oggregate 572, The division of Gen. Harrow
eaptured five Lattle flags.  There wers about 1500 or
2000 muskets captured. Ouve bundred and six pri-
souers wore captured, exclusive of 73 wound-
od, who bave buen removed to hospitals and ere
being taken care of by our Surgeons,

Five hundred snd sixty-five rebels up to this time
have been baried, and about two huudred are sup-
posad to be yet unburied,

Large numbers wero undoubtedly carried away |

during the right, as the
until nearly daylight.
The onemy’s loss could not have been, in my
Judgmont, Jess than «ix thousand or seven thonsand.
1 am very tespeetiuily,
Your obedient servant,
Joux A, Locax,
Maj.-Gen, Commanding 15th Army Corps,
Lieut.-Col. W T. CLAXK,
Assistant Adjutant General,
EXDORSEMENT.
HRaDpQUARTEERS, ARMY OF THE TrNNwsirn,
Befors Atlunts, Ga., July 29, 1864,
In forwarding the withiz report T wish to express
my high gratification with the conduct of the
troops engagod. 1 never saw better condnot in bat.
tle. The General commanding the 15th Army
Corps, though ill and mueh worn was indefnatigable,
and the success of the day is as much attributable
#0 him as to any one man. His officers and in fact
all the officers of this Army that commanded my
observation co-operated promptly and heartily with
Aim, 0. 0. HOWARD, Mujor General,

enemy did ot withdraw

excessive heat.

At one time in the day, Gen. Birney's Head-
quarters were nnder o vory bitter fine of cise shet |
and tusketry. The chair upon which the General |
| was sitting wus etreek,

{ There was just a litile sprigkle of rain near night, |

Ime City Point, while in the trenches in front of |
Petersbureh, 8 tromendona freshiot foll in one hulf |
| hour from one ereat elond,  The ravine in front of
| the Righteenth Corps rose so rapidly onteide ite

!Iu:n.'l:s as to wash away hundreds of tents. Four-

teen soldier® who were aslesp are known to have |
|been drownsd. The water in the valley wis ten |
| foet doep and more, and £+ like ocenn warf. (‘lru-'
!mon, noted as & wit, wua roecued when nearly |
At lnst, beavine a proan, he Spened bis |
leam-Capts |
rnmes—where—is—the—~Greyhonnd 1

'ldrm-m-.':.
Leyes nnd gasped out, a word at & titae, *
| §

i
Rebel Movementson Our Prol" Expnivion |
of 'Felegraph Operators— Arrival of
Deserters—Geaernl Park in Commnnd I
of the Niuth Corps—Deinils of Sunday’s |
Action,
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THEFOoTOMAC,
Avavst 16, 1868, |
{ Everything remuing quiet in front of Peters-
burg. |

The rebels for the past two nights have hm'n|
feoling our line on the left, but nothing more than
skirmizling botween the pickets has taken place.

The two telegraph operators, Mesars, Flynn und
Hambright, on duty at General Buroside's Head- |
quorters, who hove beon on trisl during the past
woek, chargod with making known the substanco
of despatelies to others then thoss to whom they
| were ndressed, were found “Not Guilty" by the
Court.
| General Mende, hovever, deeming them to have
heen uiliy of disebedience of orders and breach of
{trust, hus opdered them to be sent beyond the limits
of the army and forbidden to return.

Desortors continue to arrive in small squads, A
| lieatonant and twolve men reached here yesterday.
They toll the usunl stories of the demoralization
snd speady destruction of the Rebel army. Thou-
lanrde they say are Jeaving on account of not receiv-
ing uny pay, while their familics aro starving; end
they are detormined to stay in the Rebel service no
longer undor any circumstances,

Gen. Park is now in command of the 9th Army
Corps,

Additional partienlars have heen roceived of the
action of Sunday. Part of the 24 Corpeand part of
the 10th Corps were enpagod with the enemny in the
afternoon near Deep Bottow,  The 10th Corps un-
der Genoral Birmey took part of n liue of works
with four 8inch brosa guns aod o number of prison-
ers with small loss, The enemy fell back to a
strong position. The 2d Division of the 2d Corps
was drawn up in line of battla and advaneed about
a mile beyoud where Hancock captured the four
guns Lo weeks seo,

Here the Firet Brigndn, Col. Macy, commanding,
ook the lead and charged across n corn-fivld over
# hill und dowa into a ravine, where they came to
& stream with s swampon the other side, the
gronud being covered with imponelruble brush on
the wargins of it.

During ull this time they were cxposed fo a very
heavy firs from the Robel Artillery, which did &
good deal of damage. \

1t was found impossible to cross the ravine, and
our wen were halted and lay concealed aa well ns
possitile until dark, when they were withdruwn,

Col. Macy hud his lorse shot under him, and,
mounting Gen. Barlow's horse, the animal became
unmanageable, and finally fell on the Colonel,
broising him badly.

pregent enmpaizn. .
Licut Feely, of the 125th New York Artillery, was
wounded,
Our troops still hold their position in front of the
rebel works, which are very strong and well defend-

ed, owing to the natare of the country in the vicin,

ity.
e e e
FROMTHE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
R
Hidqrs, Army of the I‘ulnmm.‘}
Auguat 11, 1804,
Nothing new oecurred yesterdny of any im-
portance that is not contraband.  The siege
aperstions in front of Petersburg are being
erowded forward  vigorously. Important
changes in the organization of the army are
{alked of, and may be muwde public in a day or
two, The weather is quite endurable,
nEW
EADQTLE A RMY OF THE PoTosac, (#a.m) Aug. 19, 1864,
The Vine in front of Petersburg is Leing made
nable to gny attack, and there
is no evidence of an intontion to ** fight it out"
on any other line.

Gen. Wright, of Burngide's Staff, & in com-
This waa told me last

Speciul Correspondent of the Tribuae,

H

night, by a chaplain from the front; and I in-|

tended to po down toget the fucts but my (hor-
rowed ) horse was stolen Just 'l.i;:h'. and no other
one is availlable. I have Leen dismonnted, ox-
cept ae I have been ablile to horrow a horse, since
shiall make it my first business to-
Yesterday and
hut a beavy
artillery duel has been going on this morning,
upon onr right wing. " EW

— -

Casunitics in the Rrtillery Fighre
Connonnde,

From our Speeln] Coprespondont,

Is Feost or Peren-piro, Va,
SUxvay Monxisa, Aug. 14, 1964, f

The fow cisunltios ocourving from the little
artillery duel mentioned by me yestenday s

my return, 1
day, to find and purchase one.

Amother

nd there was the fame st thess Headguarte 3 |
|anid there was the Fame st these il ra andd having tuken place early in the morning be- |

tween t}

tago are ua follows:
Sanfurd O, Rablitt, 14=th

e 18th corns and their immediato an-

.......

N. V.. right thigh, flash

Joneph H, Sanfand, Sd N, Y., mitery contu . Hght
tiieh: Fdwin Sanford, mth MMalne, back e F
Whenjer, Sth M feft lupe, will n with
earey John Plneflder, S0 Pa, 7L A, et thigh, h
Putrick Kildafl, 1ok N, Y., contogion right ‘

Julin Tuubay @ fingers oft hand amiputat o,

Geo. Barrington, sth Connectient? wus stab-
Ledd in the breast and abdemen, o little later in
the day, by a comrade, as the finale to a wcial
little gamne of poker.  (Where was the chaplaiu?)
One man had a shell explode vnder his coffiee
kettle hanging over the fire, soalding him pretty
badly wit coffve, though not otherwise
injuring  him; ¢ another had his Knife
shivered in his band by & minpie ball, as he was
turning n piece of meat in his frying-pan. But
sueh g8 these wre every day and every honr

h ki ot

oecurrences, vonsidered hardly worth mention-

mg.

Another very lively little sgat of eannonading
took place betwen the same opposing forees 1ast
ovening, continuing until sometime after dark.
The Yankees, by some little carclessness, per-
haps, had very much disgruntlod the rebels, and
how epitefully they did blaze sway for a while
Their sharpshooters, who probably wanted to go
ta slecp, lay ready, and whenever they saw the
flnsh of one of our pung, poured in a volley of
minnie balls,
wide has been [reported up to the present titme,
so complete now, a8 I said yesterdny are our
works, :

Within the last twenty-four hours we have
heard considerable growling of the bull-dogs of
war up on onr extreme right, in Geno, Butler's
Department,  But your indefutigable *C, AL P,
will of courae take eare of anything of import-
ance thet transpires in that quarter.  'We mere-
1y hear, this way, that there is some dispate np
thers between the Yunkees and Rebs about
rome sort of o proposed *‘kernell,” or something
of that kind—something about rip-away-asrian
dghts, I believe they call them,  Well, they
suy Gen. Butler is a good lawyer, as well as

'woldier, and as he is on our gide, our interests in

the case will no doubt be taken eare of,
. ILLINOIEN.

P. 8.—Gen. Burngide gocs North this morn-
ing, on leave of alsence, Gen, Wilcox being as-
signed to the temporary commuand of Lis Corpe.

e ey
A VESENTUR BENTENCID.

Frank MeElheny, Twonty-fourth Massschusotts,
wie senteneed to be shot for desertion to the enemy.
The sentence hns beon approved by Gen, Butler.
The order is to be earried into execution within 48
Bours after it shall have been read to i,

WRALTH IN THE AUMY. ]

It is estimated thut there is now not more than
10,000 patients in the hospitals of thet depot, fower
deaths ocenrring than st any time during this year,

MEDICAL DIKECTOE BWIFT.

Burgoon Ebenezer Swift hus been appointed Med-

ical Divector of the Department of the Northwest.
THE PAYMA'TER APPEARS,

Five millions and a balf, were sent off to day to

pay off troops in the Army of the Pelomao and in

Col. Mucy was wounded in the Wildernese and

tha Kenth Wost

Bt not a single ensunlty on our |

THE INTERVIEW WITI JEFF,
DAVIN,

e
Col. Jaques and * Edmund Kirke” ia
Nichmond.

The following narrstion makes a part of an ar-
ticle in the Beptembor number of The Afantic
Monthly, and of & cloxing chapter of & uew volume
entitled * Down in Teaneases,” by Edmund Kirke,
about to be published by Sheldon

IN RICTIMOND.

The next morning, after broakfust, which we took
in our room with Mr. Javins, we indited 8 note—or
which the following is a copy—to the Confedernte
Secretary of State :

Srorrswoon 1Tovse. Ricmioxn, VA,
July 17, 1564,
wiTon, J. P, Bexsamin, Scretaryof Sate, ote.

CDEAR Sttt —Tho andersigned respoctiully sollelt
an futersiew with President Davie

They vist Richmond ooly as private eitizens, amd
have o official eharmoter or anthority @ but they are
wequainted with the views of the Tnited Statos Goy-
erumem, and with the sentiments of the Northern peo
e, relutive to an adjustment of the differences existing
}mlwh-n the North and Santh, and earpestis hope that
8 free intorebange of views botwcen Presidont Davls
and theuselves may open the wey to such r-E‘a‘ 1! nego-
i tiatlons as will resuit in restoring FEACE to the two sec.
| thons of our distractod conntty.

*They therefore psk an interview with the President
wnd, awaltiing your ropiy, are
* 'Linly and respectfully vonrs ™

This wus signed by both of us; and ‘when the
Judgs called, as be hind appointed, we sent it—to-
gother with & commeinlatory Ietter ] had recoived
on setting out, from o near relative of Mr, Duyis—
to the Rebel Secretary. I0 half an hour Julge
Ould returned, suying: “ Mr. Benjamin sends you
his eompliments, and will be happy 1o see you at
the State Department.” . r

Wo found the Secrethry—a short, plump, oily lit-
1o man in black, with feen black eve, o Jew faco,
la yellow skin, curly black hair, © osely-trimmod
| blnek whiskeere, and u ponderous gold wateh-chiin—

in the porthwest room of the ** United States” Cus.
| tom-Honse. Orer the door of this room were the
| words, *State  Department,” anid ahont its walls
{were huog s fow mops and battle-plans. In one
[ eorner wis a tier of shelvos filled with books,—
among which I neticed Tleadley’s ** History," Los.
sang's Y Pietorinl,” Parton's Dutler,” Gireeley's
L Ameordean Confliot,” 8 complete pet of the ' Ke-
bellion Reeord, and o doxen pumbers and several
bonnd volumes of the *Atlantic Monthly,"—and in
the centesof the apartment wis a Muck-walnut tas
blo, covered with green cloth, und filled with a mul-
titude of *&tate Papers” At this table sat’ the
Socretary. He roso as wo entered, and, as Judge
| Ould intredneed us, took our bamds and sald:

1 nin ghad, very glad, to meet you, gentlemen.
T have read your note, and’—Dbowing to wr—
“the leiter you bring from —. Your errand
commands my respoot and sympathy.  Pray be
sented,

As wo took the proffered seals, the Colonel, draw-
inge off Lig “duster,” abd displaying his uniforo,

said:
hank y

on for this enrdial reception, Mr

“We t
’1-:--.1‘\\"1!1 Lot s glnd to bear us

Ropjaming We trust
| a8 vou ark to see ns, "
i SN doa D sliall be, for you come to talk of

wen,  Phece {g what wo all want,” .

it te, tudiedd; and for that reason we lave come
to see Mr. Davis, Can we see him, Sirl”

“Do you bring any overtures te him from your
| Jovernment I

N, Sir. ' Weo bring no overtures and bave no
anthonity from our Governtoent. We stute that in
our tote, We wonld be 1. however, to know
nt terms will be necey » to Mr. Davis, If
they 8t all haenuonize with Mr. Lincoln's views, w
will roport them to him, sud 20 open the door for
official negotiat

H AT F0iE

e of us

sl Mr. 1
vome hers 1

“No, Sir

|

iN,
ainted with Mr, Lineoln's viewa?
ully.
ol i

| any way, authorize you to
We enme with hinpass, but not hy his
I

distinetly, »

! request.  We sy

s npoiticial authon We cou men atd Chneti-
luns, not us diplomatists, hoptog, in o s nk tulk
with Mr. Davis, to diseover soine way by which
this war muy bo stopped.

[+ wWell, gentiersen, | will repeat what yon say te
nd if he follows my sdvice, -t |
Mo will be at

the Presidont
lthink ke will,=he will mect you.
| e 8 Afernont ] Ko, SRR Yol
ninet uge, 17 any thing should oecurin the
e i r vt hie secing you; I will let you
| know throaeh 4 Vuld,

| Theoughout this interview the manner of the
Secretary was condial; but with this conli ity

a strange constraint und difidence, wlmost
ing to timidity, which struck botl my e
und mysell witing his mannerwim s fubet
| dignity of the onel, 1 almost fancied our po-
| sitiona reversed, —thit, instesd of our buing in his
Ipower, the Secretary waa il ours, and momently
expected to hear some unwelcutun sentence from
our lips, There ix something, efter all, in morul
power, Mr. Benjamin does not possoss it, noris he
o grent man. Mo hes & keen, ehrewd, ready intel-
lect, but not the sfamina Lo originate, or even to
exertte uny great good or preat wickedness,

After u diy spent in our room, cguversing with
thie Judge, of wateling the passe ¥ in the stroet,
—1 would like to tell who they were, and how they
tooked ; but suck informetion is, just now, eontri-
Bund,—weo called ngiain, at mime o'clock, st the State
Drepartinent,

Mr. Benjamin oceupied bis previons seat at the
talile, and &t his right sat s spare, thinsfeatored
v, with ironegray bnir and beand, and a cloar,
gy eye, foll of life and vigor, Ho tnd o broad,
mnssive forehead, and o mouth and chin denoting
great enerey and strength of will,  His face was
emseinted, sad much wrinkled, but Lis features
wero god, ospecially lils wy ,~thouh oneof them
Liore o seur, apparcntly muade by sotis shisep insteu-
went, Mo wore a suit of grayisli-brown, evidently
of foreign manufucture, aud, as lie tose, T saw that
ho wis abont five feet ten fuches higin with a slicht
stoop in the shonlders His mannners were slingle,
Caky, and mest fascinating: amd there was an inle-
sortbuble ehinrt in his volee, us he extended his
hand and said to us;

o1 am ghad to seo you, gentlemen,  Yin are very
woleomo to Rielimond.” =

And  this was the wun sho was President of
the Unitid States, under Frunklin Plerce, and who
is mow the Leart, soul, and bmins of the Southern
Confederney !

His wanner put mo entirely at my ense,—the
Colonel woulid bo at his if he stood befire Crusar,—
and I replied:

W thank you, Mr, Davis, Tt Is not often that
vou meet med of our clothes and our principles in
tiehmond,™

“Nut often,—not 8o often as 1 could wish; and 1
trost your coming may lead to a mom frequent wnd
w mor friend]y intercourse between the North and
the South.”

“We sincerely hope it may.”

“Mr. lh-n}unn:l tells me that you have wiked to
spe me to-—="

Anil he pansed, as if desiring we should finish the
pentotice, _1']‘\!' Colonel repliod:

“ Yes, Sir. We have aaked this interviow, in the
hope that you may suggest some way by which this
wir muy be stoppad,  Our poople wat peace,—your
people do, and Your Congross has recently said that
yow do. We have come 1o ask how it can be hronght
sbout,"”

“Ioa very simple way, Withdraw your armies
from our tertitory, and peace will comie of iteolf.
Wodo not seek 1o subjugate you. Wo ore ot
waging un offonsive war, except so fir as it is offen-
sivedefonsive,—that is, so fur a8 wo are foroed to
invade you to prevent your invading vs,  Lel us
ulone, and peace will come st onee.

“ Put we eannot lot Jou wlome #o long ar you re-

udinte the Union, *I'hat is the ope thing the
Northern people will not surrendor.”

1 know, Youwould deny to us whut you exact
for vourselves—the right of self-government.”

Y No, sir Lremorked,  'Weo wonld deny yon ne
natural ight.  But we think Union essential to
pesco; and, Mr. Davis, could two peopls, with the
satue langusge, soparated by ouly an imasioury line,

oot

auion

'
i

uve o oflicind, or| =

- | hood, give up onr righ

live at peaca with cach other! Would not disputes
constantly arise, and eouse slmost coustant war be-
tween them 1" o

“ Undoubtedly, —with this generation. You have
suwn such bitterness st the you have put
skeh an ocean of blood between the two sections,
that 1 despair of seeing any harmouy in my time.
Our chilidren may forget this war, bit we cannot.”
w1 think the bitterncss . mir,” eeid
the Colontel, * doos not really exist. We meet and
talk hoere as frionds; our soldiers mweet aud frater-
sid with cach other; End J. fesl mere ik 1 the
Union wero restored, 8 more friendly feeling would
[ arise botween us than hos ever existed.  The war
has made us know and respect each other better
than before.  This is the view of very many
ern men; T heve had it from many of them,—your
lemting citizens,”

“Ihey are mistaken,” replied Mr, Davis. *“They
do not uoderstasd Southemn sentiment. How can
wo feel any thing but bitterness towards men who
deny ua ot rights 7 1f you enter my houss and
drive mo out of it, am I not your nutural enemy 1"

* You put the case too strongly, But we cannot
fight for ever ; the war must cnd ot gome tume ; we
tuust finally agren upon eomething; can wo not
aghee now, and stop this frightful carnage? Wo
are hoth Christinn wen, Mr, Davis, Can you, a8 &
Christien mag, lesye untried any means that may
Iead to pence 1™

“no, §eannot, T desire pence s much s you
dov 1 deplors Dloodshed as much os you do; butl
fecl that not one drop of the blood shed in this war
is on my hands,—1 cin look up to uwy God und say
this, I tried all in my power to avert this war, [
saw it comiig, and for twelve years T worked night
ond day to prevent it, but Leould aot, The North
was mad aud Bind ; it would not let us goveru
ourse!ves, and so the war cape, and now it must go
om till the lust man of this generation falls in his
tracks, and bis ehildren seize his musket snd fight
our battle, unless wou eeknowledge our vy kt to
self-government,  We are not fighting for slavery,
W are fghtiug for Tudependence, and that, or ex-
termitntion, we wifl have,"”

 And there are, at Jeast, four and g-half millions
of us 0t ; #0 you see you huve u work before you,”
gnid Mr, Benjamin, with a decided gnoer,

“We kave no wish to extermduate yor,"” an-
awered the Colonel, * I believe what I have said—
that there is no bittorness betwesn the Northern
and Southern ple. The North, I know, loves
the South.  Wien peace comes, it will pour money
aml mests into your hands to repair the waste
cuuped by the wir ;. and it would now weleome you
bk, andd forgive you all theloss and bloodshed you
Lave cased,  Bul wo musf crush your aruies an
extorminate your government. Amd is not that
aleeudy pearly done! You are whelly withuut
wmoney, snd at the end of your resouroes.
Girint has shut yon up in Kichmond. Sherman is
before Atlanta.” Hod you not, then, better accept
honeralle terms while you can relain your ilmtigc,
and save the pride of the Southern peopiel

Mr. Davis smilod,

Y1 pespect your carn
fiot seom to understond the situation. We are not
exactly shut up in Kichmond, It your Julpara tell
the trath, it is your capital that i in u::lglr. not
otrs,  Some weoks ago, Grant erossed the apidan
to whip Loe, and take Richmoud, Leodrove im
in the tiest battle, snd then Grant exeeuted what
your people call a * brillisnt flink movement,’ and
Tousht Lo again.  Lee diove Lim o second time,
aail then Grunt made poother *dunk movement;’
and so they kopt on,—Leo whipping, and Grent
flanking,—until Graut got where Lo 18 now, And
whit 1% the st resnlt 1 Grrant hes lost seventy-five
or elghty thovsand mep—more than Liee had at the
vt,—ond i< uo nearer tuking Kivhmond than at
first ; end Lee, whose front hay nover boen bro-
holds him compdetely in check, aud has wen
Bt spure to invade Murylond and threaten
W ueton ! Shermun, to be sure, is betore Ate
Janti; but sgpposs bo is, and supposo he tukes it!
You know thnt the farther he goes from his
tnse of supplies, the weaker he perows, and the
wmore dastrons defost will be to b, And defeat
HaY (4 s military siew, I should ver-

wition was better than Jotirs,
ye nre rieher than yon are.  You
tnrit that our paper is worth nothing,

patneas, Colonel, but you do

oyl

the

atawers o o o lrenlating wediem, and we hold

R :
| tull ourselves, I eve ullar of it were lost, we
whould, 1 Y B ¢n deb:, be none the

poorer, sething; it bas the solid

wsie of w b ip, wih le yours rests on
notlting, amd vou owe sll the world, Asto resources:
we do not ladk for arms or anuounition, and we
have still o wide territory fromn which to gither
supplivs, 8o, you see, we are not in extromities.
Bt if we wore,—if we were without mouey, withe
ot fowul, without wenpors,—iu onr whuele country
were desolated, and our srmies erushed and dis-
hatided, —coulid we, withont giving up our il
t to govera ourselves | Would
1 feel yourself @ wug, than
o fovelan power "

gom not rather Jdie, mn
live, and be subject 1o i

“Frum your stand-puint @ere 18 toree in what
you say, replied the Colonel, ‘Bt we did not
vome hvre to argee withyou, Mr. Davis.  Weedme,
hoping to find sotme honorable wuy ta peace, nnd 1

m grivved to hear you say v hut you do, When 1
have sectl YOUE Young men dying on the battle-tield,
aid your ol taen, wemen and eliildren starving in
in their homes, | have felt I eould risk my lifs to
snve thont,  For that resson I am here; sud 1 em
grieved,—grievied,—that there is no hopa.”

o1 kuow your motives, Colonel Jacques, and I
honar you for them; but what ean I do more than i
s doite T 1 would give my poor life, gladly ir it
wonbd bang peaceand good-willto thetwo countried;
but it woold not. 1t is with your owa p‘v|iliu you
should lubor. 1t is they who desolate our hotis,
b one wheatstields, break the wheels of wagons
carrying away our women and chilidren, and destroy
suppliss meant for our sick and wounded, At your
door des sli the tisery wud tho crime of this war,
and it 18 s fearful,—feerful account,"

w Not all of it, Mr, Davig, I ndmit o foarful ac-
count, but it is not all at our door, Tho passions
of both sides sre aroused. Unsrmed men are
hunged, prisoners are shot dovn in cold blood, by
vourselves. Elements of barberism nro entering
the war from both siles, that abould mueke us—you
and 1o, us Chrstian men—sbudder think of. In
tiod's nawe, then, let us stop it Lot us do sote.
thing, voneede something, to bring about peace,
You cannet expect with ouly fonr and & hal? wil-
lions, ax Mr, Bonjunin sars you have, to boid vut
forever ngainst twonly i lions."

Asain My, Davis siniled,

D you supposo thete are twenty millione ot the
North jotnrm ined to erush us!

ol do,—to crsh your Government, A small
pumber of vur people, n very smull number, aro
your friends,—Svcessionists, The rest diffor ah.lhf.
tneasures und candidates, but sre united in the de-
termination to sestain e Usion, Whoever 4
i% eloetedd in Novernber, he mue! be committed ton
\:]{1-1‘11"- proseention of the wer"

Mr. Duvis still looking incredalous, T romarked —

S0t s s, Sl Whoever tells you otherwise, de-
eeiyes yoin Dtbink Lknow Northern sentouoent,
ad Tassure you itisso.. You koow we haye a
system of Ivecum-lecturing in our largn towns, At
the close of these lectures, it is the custom of the
souple to come upon the platiorm and talk with the
vctuper, This gives him an exeellent opportunity
of learning publie sentivent,  Last witter I loctu-
redd befure nearly o hundred of such nssociations, all
over the North,—{rwn Dubugue to Bangor,—and 1
touk pains to uscortain the fecling of the people, I
found o npanimousdetermination to erush the rebel-
lwn snd anve the Union st every sacrifice. The
mujority are in favor of Mr. Lincoln, and nearly all
of those opposed o him are opposed to him becausa
tiey think ho does not fight you with enough vigor
The radical Republivans, who o for slave-so
and thorough eontiscation, nre those who will defent
him if he is defeated.  But if he is defeated before
the peoplo, the House willeleet u worse man—worre
1 mean for you, It s more radieal than he is;~vyou
ean seo that from Mr. Ashloy's reconstruction Billy
—and the people am more radical than the Houso.
Mr. Lincoln, I know, is about to call out five hun-
dred thoussnd more men, and 1 don't see how yon
can resist much longer; butif you do, you will ouly
deopen the mdical feeling of ‘the Northern people.
They would now give you fair, hovorible, generons
terms: but let ghem siffer much more, let thero bo
a dead wan in every house as there 1s Bow in every

‘ment. Tt wus only

lis of Do sccount unless you can el

A
village, and they will give you so  wilk
'umll? on ing ¢ mhdnnm
e e

ou give no offence,” replied, smiling very

K_!-nnnmlr. 1 would't have you pick your worda.

hig is o frank, free talk, and f!ih you the bettor
ﬁ-“-"_“)'wlt what you thizk, Go on.' -

1 was merely going to add, that let the North-
en jieople “mhiﬁ?ﬁull.bewu-lhqdom '
it {‘:""“h.ag:’flﬂf will insist on hanging every one
" hden s

' Well, dmitting all ean't i
affeots ok pesitions “Thars e soms ings wers®
than hanging or extermination, We relkon giv<
i;ﬁ op, the right of self-government one of those
things."

+ By self-government you mean disunjon—8outhe
ern J ndurendunce." :

“Yes" ;

 And slavery, you say, is no longer an element .
in the contest I

“No, it is pot. It uever wns an essential ele-
@ mesns of b

other con~
'ﬂiu:iu& elements to an earlier culmination. ‘Ia
(firnd the musket which was already
[londed, There sro essentisl differvnces

th North sud the South, that will, however thig
war may end, make them two nations.”

“Yonask me to say what I think. WWM
allow e to say that I know the South pretty well,.

am:' %:\'or ohwhrml those differences 1" My sigh
“Then you Luve not used your cyes.
;mzsr than yours, but I have mnth{m %l:

The laugh was upon me, and Mr. Benjamin ene

Joyed it,
“Well, Sir, be thatas it may, if Iund

on, the ﬁi.pute between your government and ol
s nirrowed down to this: Uniop or Disunion."”
“Yeu; or, to put it in other words, Inde
eneo or bubjugation,”
 Then tho two

| tired g b Ry a0d,
tired 0 ting aud wan (")
bear all tlsE burden and mﬂoml‘ the war, is
not right they shiould Lave peace, snd have it
such terms s they like?”

:’“11 dow't understapd you; bea little more ex’

i “ri
v Well. Suppose the twe governments shouldy
Imw samething like this: To go to the

with two propositions ; say: Pesce, with Dis

and Southern Iudependence, sa your proposition
snd: Pegee, with Union, Emantipation, No Come
]h.-u.-utfon. aud Universal Animesty oe ourg, lat
citizens of il the United Stafes (a8 thry exik
|before the wir) vote * Yes,' or * No,' on these twos
',Trnpopiltun!, st a special election within kixt ¥ dnyia
|1f & waiority vote Disunion, our governpen (o Le
| bound ﬂy it and to let you go in peacs, 11 & mis
jority vote Union, yours to be bound by it, cud ted
stay in pesce, The two governments oan (o 1Ak
it “his way, and the peupls, thongh constituti
wlly wnable to decide on OF WAF, Al

whivl of sny two propositious shall govern i
| rulvre,  Let Lee and Grant, meanwhile, P W
armcscy. 1his would sheatbe the sword ; ud,bl
lonee +* athed, it would never again be drown
this peroration.”

“The plan ix altogetler impracticable. It t:

| South were only one Btate, it wight work m
lit is. it one Sogthern State objected to

d | tion, it would nullify the whole thing, for you
|aware the poople o?'\'ugin]n mno:u‘;'ou ﬁrﬁ

out of South Curolins, or the South
lina vote it ont of Virginia,"

W But three-fonrths of the States can amend the
Constitution. Let it be done in that way—in
way, 50 that it ov dons by the people, Jam ma
statesman orep: !itician, and 1do not just know how
such o plan could bo cwried out; but yon get the
idea t tho yEORLE slutl decide the question,”

“That the maer'y shatl decide it you meals
We seseded to rid oupelves of the rule of the mae
Jority, and this would subject us to it again,*

l-f;nt the majority must rale fuaily, eitber with
bulluts lots,”

o | not #o sure of that. Neither enrren!
ovents nor shiowa that the majority rules,
ever did rule.”

@ contri think, 18 troe.
Why, sir, the man
w uch

ry, 1
who shall Betore the Boutherny
th such a ith auy proposie
'tion which fmplicd that the North wus to have m
| vajee in determining ¢

he domestic relations of the
Sonth—could not live here o day!

He would be
Lunged te the tirst tree, withoit 1l-dﬁ¢ or jury.”
“ Allow e to duub:.llm.l I think it Rt:nm.r likel
I o would be hanged if he let the Southorn peoples
know the wajority could not ule,” 1 replied, suwils
| ing.
[ “ I haye no fear of that,” rejoined Mr, Davis, alsa
| emiling most good-humoredy, 1 give you leave
{ to provlaim it from every housc-top in the South.” -
| “But, seriously, Sir, you let the majority rule iz
|n single ‘State; why not let it sule in the whole
| eOtiD
%!
|ereign,

try 1
wf-unm the Stales are indopendent and sove
The country s ot. 17 is only A eonf

| ution of States; or rather it was: it ig now fwe collm

federntions.” o
“'f'hen we are ot
| eal Qam!-r‘hir ¥
[ *'That is ail,” o
“Your Very name, Sir, ¢ United States,' implied
that," said M¥. Benjumin, * But, tell me, are the
| tering you have na A~ Emanecipation, No Cnnﬂ.s-.
[ eation aud Univensal Amuesty—the terma whicy
Ay, Lineoln authorized you to offer us 1"
W Nu, 8ir, Mr Lincoli did not suthorize me
offer you auy torms, But I think both he and
Northern poople, for the seke of pesce, would assen

1o some stich congitions,”
“They are pery generons,” replied Mr, Davis, fon
j view showing so

the firet time during the Inter
anery fecfing,  * But Amnnesty, Sir, applies to erimi
s, We have committed no crime.  Col

a foree it;
Emancipation!  You have slrady
nearly t‘wu willions of our slaves, sud if you tak
care of then, Fol may emuucipate the rest. 1
a fow when the war hm.)f 1 \n: of sowe use
them; they never were of suy to me.
their will }"nﬂ. ‘emaneipated them; and you s
¢ emapcipaiy’ overy negro i the Lunfudemef, b
we will be free! We will govern ourselves Wa
serdl do it, if wehhate to oo Er.-r}' plantation sacked,|

d every Southern city in fhumesl”

m" ]e.::}: Mr. Dhavia, if is nsuloss o qontinua this
conversation,” Lreplied; * and you wili pardon na
if we have seemed to

our views with
much pertinacity, We love the old fagy and
gt bo our apolugy for intruding upon you ut all.’

« You have not intruded upon e, he replied,,
pesuming his usual manner. **1am clad to have
ot vou, both, I once toved the old tlag a8 well as
vou o, 1 would huve died for itt but now itls to,
e only the emblera of oppression.” :

1 Lopy, the day igy never come, Mr. Davie,
when [ say that,” said the Colonel.

A half-hour's convorsation on other topics—nol
of pablic interest—ensued, and then we rose o g
As wedid 8o the Rebel Prosident gave me bis hand,
and. biddinggne n kindly @ gond-bye,” ex |
[ tho hope of socing me again in Richmond in hap=
pier tiwus-twhe;,\ ace shotld hiave _::t i b«:ﬂ
with the Colonol Lis parting was partie "0
dial. Taking his hnmg in both of his, he said tov
et lonel, 1 t your character and Four noa

“olonel, I respect you r
tives, snd 1 wish ;;u u’:?ll—-l wish you every good
wish I can wish you consisteutly with the luteresia
of the Confederiey.”

The quict, steaightforward bearing, and ma,nll-
cent u?nmi 'cuumﬁl- of our “Iughuug parson” had
evidently impreseed Mr, Davis very avorably.

As wo were leaving the rooi he added:

“ Sav to Mr, Lincoln from e, that 1 shall at any
time bo plegsed to receive propesals for poace OR i
bisis of our independence. It will Le uscless 1o

appruach we with any other,”
PR
Chase of a Blocknde-ranner.
geh. Elk, Capt. Allen, from Port loyal. 8, C., 8
days, with stores to B, P, Sherman, arrived yostare -
day, reports: 11thinst, 10 8. m., lat 3248, loug.
78,32, saw a blockade-runner steeribg 8. and & U,
8. gunboat in chinse. 12th was spoken by T, 8
guuboat Montiecllo, who reparted having chased &
steamer the day before—did not succeed in catehing
her, but picked up 40 bales of cotton which was
thrown overboard from ber.
—_——
Troops for the Front,
Bosrox,

, August 17,

o United States transport Coustijution hee

ved from New York to embark troopsfor the
South.

——
Hlotel Destroyed by Fire,
ToLawo, Aunguat 17.
The McKinster House, in this city, was deatroyed |

by fire this morning, Logsnot yeé

o people—we are only 8 politie’ !



