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who took up esgerly any printed page of his, knew
him for the closest of observers, the most daring, yet
the moet devout of meditative thinkers, the finest of
paintere of what things be bad eeen, the most daunt-
Jees apostle of those things which, unseen, he yet be-
bieved, At the time of his death, but few of his
shorter papers had been published, He wan & con-
tributor to the old Dial, tnt articles which be sent to
ether periodicals wers gejectad, or returned with s
request that he would ubate something of their terri-
ble demand for absolote truth, or justice, which, of
course, this brave eeer refused to do, Only since he
died bave we'bnd nenrly all the * Atlantic" series of
his articles, bis ‘*Letters to Various Persons,” his
*Capé Cod,” and now the * Yaukee in Canada.”

In all are noticesble the eame marvelons power of
observation, which ie like & sizth sense, the same in-
timacy with nature, a8 if he were the dearest of all her
children, and to him she had whispered her most
ssored secrets, so that her symbols cense to be valls to
him, and become shrines; the same wonderful power
of description by which he gives us the Eil.?um or the
fact as it stands, without color from his fancy—hia
fancy that wae yet €0 dainty and so keen; the same
smaring accuracy of stalement, unimpeachable as the
multiplication table; the same inetant translation of
these bard-featured facts into shining imaginations
with celestial wisdom on their lips; the same peglect
of method or of art, so that asentence rhythmieal,
ud gwaful. and pellucid, is set among others carc-

and o ness; and the same ex-

qumw poetic sense and defective lyrical constructive-

ness, or temperament, or method, which makes o

much of his prose poetie, and so few of his poews pure
try.

His sincerity is so utter, almost so sustere, as to
seam sometimes like himor.  Perbaps no other man
who lived to be 44 years of age, and whose geunius
was fit to solve the most complex problems of life,
ever possessed so much * other worldliness” ay be.
He wrote once: * The youth gets together his mate-
rials to build o bridge to the moon, or perchance, &
:]Aln.ca or temple on the eartb, and st length the mid-

e-aged man coueludes to build awood-shed of them.”
Thoreau never built wood-sheds, but ladders muh:a g
to the unchanjreable skies whereon the angels of his
pure thoughte continually op and down; or,
perhaps, temples to the Eternal Bpirit, rough- bown
and irregular, but with windows all aflame with &
llgbt pot of earth, and an altar on which burned stead-

s celestial fire. For this man who never went to

lm'h and once refused to pay s tax levied upon
him as one of a congre, guwn of which he was not a
member, was a living gospel. There was no place in
bim for an igooble thought to build, no capseity in
him to handle an ignoble deed. His creed demanded
not only purity, but excellence. Somewbere ho says:
* Bg not simply good. Be good for something.”
And again, sometbiog like this: ** It is not enongh
that we are truthful; we mast chorish and camy ocut
hert_pnrpmﬂon to be truthful about.”

if then is our tourist. A man who travels with
oo haud-bouk, with no letters of introduetion, wih
no intent to see the men who have most silver.
plate, sud richest carpets; who is cumbered by no
rtmantesy, but carries bis seanty chauges in.a
kerchief, and bears s pocket-oempass in place of |
visiting-cards, A man who takes nothing ou trost, |
but asks every custom, and every show what excuso
it has for being: whose veuncration is so deep that
peither tradition, vor aotiquity, nor precodent, vor
worship, nor ceremonial, por luw has auy signiticance
to bim except us it interprets the higher life. Parson
and people, jodge wnd eriminal, Jurd and meuial,
shuroh aud Siate be calls before the bar of his jodg-
ment sud sentences, without respect of persons,
* That terribie Thoresn " bis friends used to call hiw,
#0 wearching was his snalysis, 0 keen his insight.

] fear 1 have not mach te eay about Canada,”
says this realist, **not baving seen much; what 1
got by g;:ng to Canada wasncold, * * * 1 wished
only 1o be set down in Cavads, and take one bhonest
walk l.rme a8 1 might in Concord roads of an after-
noon.”  Yet in his ten days, to which he was limited,
having gone on & cheap excursion, he saw all that
was characteristio of Csnada, and gives usa study
minutess & Dutch interior, aud picturesque as Millais,

Poering from his little square of window at Keene,
as the cars rash throagh, he moralizes after a quaint
sud charming fasbion: * Keene-st. sirikes the traveler
favorably; it is so wide, level, straight and long. I
have heard one of my reistives, who was bors and
bred there, say that you could see & chicken run |
scross it & mile off, I have also been told that whou [
this town wae seltled they laid out a street four rode
wide, but at & lul.-mql.ll.nl mecting of the proprietors
one rose sud remarked: ‘ We have plenty of room,
why not make the streel eight rods wide!' and so
they vated that it should be cight rods wide, sud the
town is known, far and near, for its baadsume street.
It was & cheap way of securing comfort as well as
fame, and I wish that all new towns would take pat-
tern from this. It.is bestto lay vor plans widely in
youth, for then land is cheap, and it i but too ensy to
coatraot our views afterward. Youthsso lnid out
with broad avennes and parks thet they may make
bandsome and liberal DIE men! Show me a youth
whose mind is like some Washington City of wagnifi-
eant distances, for the most remotely sue-
eessful and life alter all, when Lhose spaces
lh-ll bnbm over and the ides o founder be re-

trost that every New-Englad boy will

h lthg oot a Keene-st., thro his bead,

t rods widé., 1 know one such Washington Cit,

mat whose lols ss yet are only surveyed an
Meﬂ ont, and except a cluster of sbanties here and
there, only the capitol stands there for sl structares,
gﬂ every dsy you may see from afar his princely idea

cosch- wise slong the spacious but yet emgt;

il s o camied phyitel borndury b
ng the mma gica n

tween the States and DLO obsarvation re-
veals the sction of new hwl and another people.
Everywhere soldiers are seen drilling, and in maneu-
ver were far belter than our militia. (This was before
thcvl.r) Looking st them, this shrewd New-En-

&D ndw ”;'.lhﬂ;u t.t:a: the :n;:kee.
o i vantage epat
n%o especially is & msn who everywhers, and

under all circumstances, is Fally resolyed to better his
condition essentially, snd therefore he could afford
to be beaten st first; while the virtue of the Irishman,
and to a greal extent the Eoglishman, cousists in
merely malntalning his or eondition.”
PRy gy g il vy o ol
¥ W ] on { ¢
“’21.»?‘ mbals on the ear.” -

religious true,” says this Dissent

“ these Bam Catholics, prissts and all, imprees me
a8 & people who have fallen far behind the significance
of their symbols. It ix a4 if an ox had strayed into
church, and were to bethink himesll. = Never-
theless, they sre
kees are &

diulnl.nd

stir,’ and po priest ed.
religious in thewr stmosphere, and in them should
fanes be hallowed. Our meeting-honses ought w0 be
places of mednstion, always open, and always

sacred.
| think of their value not only to religion but to
ilosophy, and to poetry; beside s reading-room to
ve & thinking-reom in mry eity ! Perchance the
timo will come when emy‘ dlnlngm STk mlldhm: Lot
ouly its sleept . Toam, an in
m{n ot pur:-t, :u; its thinking-room slso; und 1 .ﬁ- |
architects will pot it inte their
nished aod ormamented with

{ bundred eologists Ty,

lane, Letit by furd | o the Atlantle T
tever conduces f.ni

the Falls of Montmorenei and La Pace, o the Falls
of Bt,’Anne, this wandering Yankee eees all thioge,
phy development, scencry, men and women, eul-
toms, a8 with & mioroscope, and ghows them as in
phow{; h. Yet without mm“l]lw hardness, fDI'.
as he suys, the Canads which he saw was not
s place for railroads to terminate in snd lurl-
un aves to run to, but sppeared dreamy md
soeming like Normandy, and recalling memories
l.nmpe and the Middle Agell The chapter tntit!ﬂl
“'Walls of Quebeo " deserves to be printed entire,
in plm of this article, so wise is it, so witty, #o phil-
osophie, so fresh,  Of course, quotation is not ariti-
clsm, nor extraot essay nor explapation, but it is
such & selfishness to read Thoresu alone, that the
temptation to guote indefinitely is overmastering
Chajpter Pifth, aud last, if less epigrammatio and
terse, is bardly less chammﬁ; it is a beartfelt
sigh you breathe when this bright companion jumps
down from the platform at bis own door in Concord,
and Jeaves you to make the rest m‘ your Journey alone
=be it to {t“i’ York, or New-Zealand, or ven-
worth. For whoever reads the book will have made
the Canada journey, and in the rarest of company.
In figures accuraté as o ledger, in details minute #s a
ide-book, in description graphio ss a photograph,
esa pages are yet froe, broezy, original, full of life
and éolor.  If Thorean lacks the finigh and precision
of Emerson, he has more than Emerson's grace, snd
to none other can be be compared.

The other papers in this volume are addresses in-
spired by epecinl ocessions, and magazine papers pub-
lished for the most part some years ago. Reading
ahem one does not wonder that he was called ** that
terrible Thorean.” No shield, except the whole armor
of righteonsness, svails apaiost bis thrusts, His
nwor?of truth is more appalling than a full armory of
baser weapons: He is a sublime Ingaisitor who
mikes us warch through a fiery furnace, aod not one
of us comes forth nninged.  He is the judge, patient
aud solemneoyed, who nsks esch trembling culprit,
* Gailty or not guilty 1" and all ase dumb in con-
golous Lu:puude His bigh belief is the legendary
muntle of Kimg Arthur's Court, which ws the terrible
test of virtne, and asg he folds it around ewch of us,
it shirinks and elrinks and will not cover our naked-
pess, Yot this contemner of cnstoms, whose de-
mands we cannot meet, is high, and solemn, snd im-
perious only beeause the truth of which he is the clear
wodivm is 60, In sympathy with nature he is & faun
—a faun with a so n whose besd the birds sing,
to whose shoulders the equirrels climb and chatter,
from whose hend the fishes eat. Not through
any mean Phatisaism, but through his clear sense of
the divine possibilities of man, he is impatient
of the poverty,and limitations of mwen. Living much in
solitude and weighing only the verities of life, he is
amozed that people pass their years in weighing bub-
bles, and proclaims them fools, forge Ulllf that ignor-
ance often plays with the ssme toys as folly, bui upon
conn wl throws them away forever. '‘Guaw yoor own
boue' be says somewhere in bis uenﬂ. and nobody
ever did it more persistently thar He follows the
Jogie of cosoms, of institutions, nl'lnw to its Inst re.
sult, which he find= an absurdity, while weé #top
short, contented wi.th the present propesition, and
find 1t worthy and venerable,  No rebellion against
litw was ever more carnest and conslutent than his,
No layalty to justice was ever more entire,  Rather
than suffer apy human beng to be oppressed in the
pamg of Government and Constitution, ** I need not
sy what mateh I would tweueh, what system endeavor
to blow ups but e« I love my life 1 wounld side with
the light, and let the dark earth roll from under me,
calling my mother and brother to follow, 1 would
remind wy countrymen, that they are to be mon first,
and Amencans onl‘y at o late and couvenient bour.
XNo matter how vilusble Iaw may be to protect your

roperty, even to keep soul snd Lody together, if it
o not keep you, and bhumanity together” There
is no roch thing us mmwp[xahmg A nghwntu

reform by the uwee of ‘“expedicncy.”  Thero
is  mno - eneh " thin o slidiog — mp hill,
“In morala the only sllders ure Lackshiders.” * The

fate of the country does not depend on how you vote
at the pollé—the worst man is as strong ks the best nl
that game; it does not depend on what kind of pape
you drop into the ballot-Lox once & year, but on w M
kind of man you drop from your chamber into the
strect ¢ \cu{ morning.” * It is not o important that
mony shiould be 88 good as you as that there be some
absoiute guodnu. for that will leaven the whole
lump.” " There ard 000 patrons of virtue for oue
virtuoud man.” “If T devote myself to other (than
go-called philanthiropic) pursuits nod contemplations,
T must first see, ut loast, that 1 do not pursus them
sitting upon another mau's aboulders. 1 must get off
Lim fivst, that he may pursue bi uumempluu-m- too,"
A Action frow principle  * * Ik essentinlly
revolutionary, aid does not consist whelly with any-
thing which was. It mot only divides States and
charches, it divides families; aye, i duvides the widi-
vidual, M‘JUIT.ILI‘ the diabolical in bim from the
divine."

This statesman and philosopher refuses to pay Lis
taxes, therehy peacedbly decluring war with the State,
Decause be believes the Biate uses the money thus
gothered for unjust ends, judirectly supporting war,
slavery and other urgamled crimes. Me goes to juil
therefir, whence some friend rescues bim, by payiog
the tax upder protest of this protestant. This course
of expostulation and loyal disobedience wn the
simplest pecessity to him, who was incapable of
alfectation, Yet be warne himself to be on his gnud
loet bis action Le biassed by obstinsey, or an undue
regard for the opiniuns of men, and to take heed that
he does only what belongs to himself, and the hour.
His enthusinsmm for coursge, for truthfuluess, for
fidelity, becomes an extaoy; his contempt for their
shadows, for men who as be says “baven't life enough
| in them to die, bat dehqnuco like fongd, aud k
ggﬂ. whero wq”f-n

nsnt scor.

off," i a white hen ul
Every & mf of Thereau makes him more
truly foved and lesned npon For Le, who inlifc
sasied bimselfl too buey, too
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