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;EN. GRANT AND
RRESPONDENCE BETWEEN GEN.
b PRESIDENT JOHNSON.

o FHE TRIRCWE
ke e 4 wasnnoToN, Tuesdsy, Feb. 4, lﬁﬁ'&
ker laid before the House & communica-
partment, inclosing the fol-

The Epea
tion from the War Do
Jowing Ao WiR DEPARTMENT, Feb. 4, 1868,

8m: In answer to the resolution of the Hounse of
Representatives of the sth, 1 transnmat herewith cop-
fes furnished me by Gen. Grant of the correspondence
between him and the President relating to the Sec-
retary of War, and which he reports to be all the cor-
respondence he had with the President on the sub-
ject. Ihave bhad no correspondence with the Presi-
dent since the 12th of August last. After the action
of the Senate on Lis alleged reason for my SUSpEnsion
from the office of Secretary of War, I resumed the
dutics of that office as required by the act of Con-
gress, and bave continued to discharge them without
any personal or written communication with the
President. No orders have been issued from this De-
partment in the name of the President, with my
kvowledge, and T huve received no orders from him.
The correspondence sent herewith embraces all the
eorrespondoence known to me on the subject refe Irrml
to in the resolution of the House of Kepresentatives.
1 bave the honor to be, Sir, with great respect, your
obedient servant,

Epwrs M. Staxtox, Seeretary of War.
Hon. Schuyler Colfax, Speaker of the House of Rep-
rescitatives,

HEADQUARTERS Anvy OF THE UNITED f-rnl'kz
wWasmizaros, DL C,, Jan, 25, 15038

s Ereelleney, AXOREW JOHNSON, Fresidentof tie Uniled
States.

Srik: On the 24th inst. I requested von to give me n
writing the instructions which you had previously
given me verbally, not to obey any order from the
Hon. K. M. Stanton, Secretary of War, unless I knew
that it eano from yourself, To this written request
I recerved o message that has left doubt in my mind
of your intentions; to prevent any possible misunder-
standing, therefore, I renew the request that you
will give me wiitten instruetions, and until they are
received will saspend action on your verbal ones, 1
am compelled to ask these instructions in writing in
censequence of the many gross misrepresentations
affecting my peisanal honor, cirenlated through the
press for the last fortuight purporting to come from
the FPresident, of counversations wlich ocenrred
either with the jPresident previonsly in his oftice, or
o Calinet meeting. What is written admits of no
misunderstandiog. In view of the misrepresenta-
tione referred to it will be well to state the facts in
canes,

Bome time after T assumed the doties of Secretary
of War ad inferim, the President asked my views as
to the course Mr. Stanton would have to pursue, in
ease the Benate should not conenr in his suspension,
to obtain possession of his office. My reply was, in
substance, that M. Stanton would have to appeal to
the Conrts to reinstate him, illustrating my position
by citing the gronnds I had taken in the case of the
Baltimore Polico Commiissioners, In that case 1 did
mot doubt the techuical right of Gov. Swann tul
remove the old Commissioners and to appoint their
suocessors, as the old Commissioners refused to give
up. However, 1 contended that no resource was left
but to appeal to the Courts. Finding that the Presi-
dent was desirous of keeping Mr. Btanton out of
office, whether sustained in the suspension or not, I
stated that I had not looked particolarly into the
Tenure-of-Ofice Lill, but that what I had stated was

& general principle, and if 1 should change
my mmnd in this partienlar ecase, T would
inform him of the fact. Eubsequently, on

reading the Tenure-of-Office bill closely T fonnd that
I could uot, without violation of the law, refuse to
vaeate the office of Sceretary of War the moment
Mr. Stanton was freinstated by the Senate, cven
though the President ondered me to retain, which
be never did. Taking this view of the subject, and
learning on Saturdsy, the 11th inst., that the Senate
had taken up the subject of Stanton’s susponsion,
after some conversation with Lieutenant-Gen. Sher-
man, and somo members of my staff, in which 1
stated that the law left me no diseretion as to my
action, should Mr. Stanton be reinstated, avd that I
intended to inform the President. I went to the
President for the sole purpose of making this de-
cision known, and did so make it known. In doing
this, I fulfilled the promise made in our last preced-
fng conversation on the subject. The Presidont,
however, instead of accepting my view of the re-
quirements of the Tenure-of-Office bill, contended
that he had saspended Mr, £ tinton under the author-
ity given by the Constitution, and that the same
anthority did not preclnde him from reporting, as an
set of conrtesy, his reasons for the suspension to the
Senate, That Laving been appointed under the
authority given by the Constitution, and not
under any Act of Congress, I conld not be gov-
erned by the nct. 1 stated that the law  was
binding on me, constitutional or mnot, nunid
set aside by the proper tribnnal. An hour or more
was consumed, ench reiterating his views on this
subject, until, getting late, the President gaid he
would see me again. I did not agree to call again on

verbally on Sunday, the 10th inst., to disregard the
orders of the Hon. E. M: Stanton, as Secretary of
War, until I knew from the President himself that
they were his orders. I have the honor to be
very respectfully, your obedient servant,

U. B. GraxT, General.

The following is the indorsement on the above
note:

“As requested in this communieation, Gen. Grant
is instructed in writing not to obey any order from
the War Department assumed to be issned by the di-
rection of the President unless such order is known
by tho General commanding the armies of the
United States to have been authorized by the Execu-
tive, ASDREW JOINEON,

Jariuary™o, 1808,

HEADQUARTERE ARMY OF THE UNITED Er_nnn.l
o WASHINGTON, Jan. 30, 1H6E.

His Excellency AXDREW Jonxsox, Presdent of the United

Stultes.

Sie: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the return
of my note of the 24th inst., with your indorsement
thereon, ** That I am not to obey any order from the
War Department, assumed to be irsued by the diree-
tion of the President, unless such order is known by
me to have been authorized by the Exeeutive,” and
in reply thereto to say that 1 am informed by the
Secretary of War that he bas not reccived from the
Execative any order or instructions limiting er im-
pairing his anthority to issue orders to the Army, as
hias Leretofore been his practice under the law and
customs of the Department. While his anthority to
the War Department is not conntermanded it will be
satisfaetory evidence to me that any orders issued
from the War Department, by direction of the Presi-
dent, are authorized by the Executive. 1 have the
Lonor to be, very respoctfully, your obedient servant,

1. 8 Graxt, General,
EXperTive MARSION, Jan, 81, 1848,

GrseraL: 1 have reccived your eommunieation of
the 281 inkl., renewing your request of the 24th, thav
1 shonld repeat in a written form my verbal instrue-
tions of the 19th inst., viz.: *That you obey no order
from the Hon. Edwin M. Stauton, as Secretary of
War, unless you have information that it was issued
by the President’s diveetion.” In submitting this re-
quest, with which 1 complied on the 28th inst,, you
take occasion to allude to recent publications in ref-
erence to the circumstances counected with the va-
cation by yourself of the office of Secretary of War
ad interim, and with the view of correcting the state-
ments which you term ** gross misrepresentations,”
and give at length your own recollection of the facts
under which, withont the sanction of the President,
from whom you bad received nnd accepted the ap-
pointment, you yielded the Department of War to
the present incumbent.  As stated in your communi-
cation some time after yon had assumed the duties
as Secretary of War ad inferim, we interchanged
viows respecting the course that shonld be pursued
in the event of the non-concurrence by the Senate in
the suspension of Mr. Stanton. I sought that inter-
view, calling, myself, at the War Department. My sole
objeet in then bringing the sulject to your atention
was to ascertain definitely what would be yoar own
action, should such an attempt be mwade, for his re-
storation to the War Departirent. That object was
accomplished, for the interview terminated with the
distinet understanding, that if wpon reflection youn
should prefer not to become a party to the contro-
versy, or should conclude that it would be your duty
to surrender the Departmnent to Mr, Stanton, upon
action in his favor by the Senate, you were to roturm
the office to mé prior to a decision by the Senate, in
order that if 1 desired to do so, I might designate
some one to snceeed yon, It must bhave been appa-
rent to you tiiat Liad not this understanding been
reached, it was my purpose to relieve you from the
furtlier discharge of duties as Secretary of War ad
interim, and to appoint some other person in that
capacity. Other conyersations upon the subfect
ensued, all of them having, on my part, the same
object, and leadiog to the sune couclusion s the
first. It is not necessary, however, to refer to any of
them, excepting that of Saturday, the 11th inst,
mentioned in your communication, as it was then
known that the Senate had proceeded in the case
of Mr. SBtanton. I was ausious to learn your
determination. After a protracted iuterview,
during which the provisions of the Tenure-of-Offico
bill were fully discussed, you saild that as it had
been agreed upon in onr first conference, you would
either return the office to my possession i tinwe to
enuble me to appoint a successor before inal action
Ly the Senate upon Mr. Stanton's suspension, or
would remain at its head awaiting o decision of the
question by judicial proceedings. 1t was then nnder-
stood that there would be a forther conference on
Monday. by wbhich time I supposed you would be
prepared to inform me of your final decision.  You
failed, however, to fulfill the engagement, aud on
Tuesdey notified me, in writing, of the receipt of your
official notification of the action of the Senate in the
case of Mr, Stanton, and at the same time informed
me that, according to the act regulating the tenure of
eortain civil olficers, your funetions, as Beeretary of
War, ad infeving, censed from the moment at receipt
of notice, You thus, in disregard of the understand-
ing between us, vaented the ofbece without having
given we notice of yonr iutention to do se, It
is bLmt just, however, to say that, iu your

Monday nor at any other definite time, nor was I
eent for by the President until the followiug Toes-
day. From the 11th, to the Cabinet meeting on the |
th inst., & doubt never entered my mind about the
President’s fully nnderstauding my position, namely :
That if the Senate refused to concur in the suspon- 1
sion of Mr. Stanton, my powers as Secretary of War
ad interim, would cease, and Mr. Stanton's right to
resnme at once fthe functions of his office, would,
under the law, be indisputable, and I acted accord- [
ingly. With Mr. Stauton [ had no communiecation, l
direct or indirect, on the subject of his reinstaterment |
during his snspension. 1 knew it had been recom-
mended to the President to gend in the name of Gov. |
Cox of Ohio, for Secretary of War, and thus save all |
the embarrassment, a proposition that 1 sincerely |
boped he would entertain favorably, Gen. Sher-
man sewine the President at my particular |
request, to urge this on the 15th inst. On |
Tuoesday, the day Mr. Btanton reilntered the |
office of the Recretary of War, Gen. Comstock, |
who had earried my official letter, annonncing that !
with Mr. Stanton’s reinstatement by the Senate 1 had
coased to be Secretary of War ad interim, and who
saw the President apen and read the communication,
brought back to me, from the President, a message
that he wanted to see me that day st the Cabinet
meiting, after | had made known the fact that I was
o0 longer Secretary of War ad interim, At this
meating, after opening it as though I were a memhber
of Lis Cabmet, when reminded of the notification
already given him, that T was no longer Secretary of
War ad inferim, the President gave a version of the
eouversation slinded to ulready. On this statement
it was ssserted that in both conversations I had
sgreed to hold on to the ofiico of Becretary of War
until displaced by the conrts, or resign, 80 ak to place
the President where he wonld have been had I never
scoepted the office. After hearing the President
through, I stated our eonversation substantially, as
given in his letter. I will add that my conversation
before the Cabinet embraced other matters not per-
tinent here, and are therefore left ont. 1in no wise
admitted the correctness of the President's state-
mout of onr conversation, though to soften the evi-
dent contradiction my statement_gave, I said, allnd-
ing 1o our first conversation ou the subject, the Presi-
dent might have understood me the way he said,
::!;Mllmlmmhadlomdn if 1did not re-
Sk hmnunt. I mads no such prowmise, [

henor to be, very respectfully, your obedient
-: Y. U. 8. GraxT, General.

e g0 o ST A |
e dimaslionty Axouxw Joumaon, President of the Uniled
Bin: I bave the

honor very respectfully to request

In writlng the order which the President gave me

ecommmunication, vou claim that you did inform me of
your purpose, and thus fulfilled the promise made iy
our lust preceding conversation on the subject.  The
fact that such a promise existed is evidence of an
arrangement of the kind 1 have mentioned. You
had found in our first conference that the President
was desirous of keeping Mr. Stanton out of office,
whether sustained in the suspension or not. Yon
knew what reasons had induced the President to ask
from you a promise. You also knew that, in case
your views of duty did not accord with his own con-

vietions, it was his purpose to till your place by an-.

other appointment, even ignoring the existence of a
positive understanding between us, The conclusions
were plainly deduceable from ounr varions conversa-
tions, It is certain, howeyer, that even nndersthese

| ciremmstances you did not offer to retwm the place

to my possession, but, according to your own state-
ment, placed yourself in a position where, could 1
have anticipated your action, I would have been
compelled to ask of vou, us 1 was compelled to ask of
your predecessor in the War Department. a lotter of
resignation, or else to resort fo the more disagrecable
expédient of snspending you by the appointment of
a successor. As stated tn your letter, the nomination
of Gov. Cox of Ohio for the office of Secretary of War
was suggested to me. This appointment as
Mr, Stanton's successor was urged in your
name, and it was said that his selection
would save further embarrassment, I did not think
that 1 the selection of a Cabinet officer I should be
trammeled by such considerations. I was prepared
to take the responsibility of deciding the question in
accordapce with my ideas of Constitutional duoty,
and having determined on a course which I deemed
right and proper, was anxions to learn the steps you
would take, shonld the possession of the War Depart-
ment be demanded by Mr. Stanton. Had your ae-
tion been in conformity with the understanding be-
tween us, 1 do not believe that embarrissment
wonld huve attained its present proportions, or that
the probability of its repetition would have been so
grez’. Iknow that with a view to an early termina-
tion of State s sadetrimental to the publie in-
terests, you vo J-offered, both on Monday, the
15th inst., and on @/ siéééeding Bunday, to call
upon Mr. Stanton and urge upon him that the good
of the service required his resignation. 1 confess
fthat I considered your proposal ns & sort of repara-
Ition for the failure on yonr part to act in

with an understanding more than once

which I thought had recelved your full sasent,
and wunder which you could have returned
to me the office which I had couferred
upon you, thus saving yourself from embar-
rassment, and leaving the responsibility where
it properly belonged, with the President!

c

who is acconntable for the faithfal execntion of the
law. I have not yet been informed by you whether,
86 twice proposed by yourself, you had called upon
Mr. Stanton and made an eflort to induce him volun-
tarily to resign from the War Department. You con-
clude your cormnmunication with a reference to our
conversation at the meeting of the Cabinet held on
Tuesday, the 14th inst. In your account of what
then oceurred yon eay that “ after the President had
given his version of our previous conversations, yon
stated them substantially as given in your letter, and
that you in no wise admitted the correctness of his
statement of thew : though, to soften the evident
contradiction my statement gave, T said, alluding to
our first communication on the subject, the President
might have understood in the way he said, viz,, that
1 had promised to resign if I did not resist the rein-
statement. 1 made no such promize.” My recol-
lection of what then transpired is dia-
metrically the roverse of  your narration.
In the pregence of the Cabinet 1 asked you, first, if,
i & conversation which took place shortly after yonr
appointment as Sceretary of War, ad inferim, yon did
not agree either to remain at the head of the War
Department and abide any judicial proceedings that
might follow the non-condurrense by thie Senate in
Mr. Stanton's suspension, or should yon wish not to
become involved in such a controversy to put me in
the same position with respect to the office as I ocen-
pied previous to yonr appointment, by returning it to
me in time to anticipate such action by the Senate?
This yon admitted. Second: T then asked you if at
the conference on the preceding Saturday T had not,
to avoid misunderstanding, requested you to state
what you intended to do; and, further, if in reply to
that inquiry you had not referred to my former con-
versations, saying, that from them I understood your
position, and that your action would be eonsistent
with the understanding which had been reached ¥
To these guestions you also replied in the affirmative,
Third: T next asked if, at the conclugion of our inter-
view on Satorday, it was not understood that we
were to Lave another conferenes on Mouday, before
final action by the 8enate ou the case of Mr. Blan-
ton? You replied that such was the understanding,
but that you did not suppose the Seante would act so
goon : that on Monday you had been engaged in &
conference with Gen. Sherman, and were occupied
with “many little matters,” and asked if Gen. Bher-
man had not called on that day. What relevancy
Gen, Sherman's visit to e on Monday had with the
purpose for which you were to have called Tam at a
Joss to pereeive, as he certainly did not inform me
whether vou had determined to retain possession of
the office, or to afford we an opportunity to appoint a
giiccessor in advance of any attempted reinstatement
of Mr. Stanton. This necount of what passed be-
tween us at the Cabinet meeting on the 14th instant
widely diffore from that contained in vour communi-
cation, for it shows that, instead of baving " stated
our conversations asgiven in the letter,” which has
made this reply necessary, you admitted that my re-
eital of them was entirely securate. Sincerely anx-
ious, however, to be correct in my statement, I have
to-day read this namration of what otcurred on the
15th inst, to the members of the Calinet who were
then present.  They, withont exception, agree in ita
acenracy. It i only necessary to add that on Wed-
nesday moruing, the 15th, you called on me
in company with Lieut-Gen. Bherman, After
some preliminary conversation you remarked
that an article in The National Futelligencer of
that date did yon much ivjustice. 1 replied that 1
had not vead The Intelligepeer of that morning. Yon
first told me that it was your intention to urge Mr.
Stanton to rosign his oftice.  After you had with-
drawn, 1 darefully read the article of which you had
spoken, and found that ite statenenta of the under-
standings between us were sabetantially correct. On
the 17ih T eansed it to be rend to four of the flive
members of the Cabinet who were present st onr
conference on the 14th, and they concarred in the
general acenracy of s statements respeoting onr
conversation npot that occasion. In reply to your
communication, I bave deemed it proper, in order to
prevent  further wisanderstavding, to uiake tho
wimple recital of facts, Very respectfully yours,
ANDREW JUNNSON,
Gen. 11, 8 @rant, Communding 1. 8 Rrunios.

HEADQUANTIERS ARMY OF THE UNITED BTaTES,
Wasnsaton, b, U, Fel. 3, 1ha

T His Ercellency ANUREW JOnsnox, President of the Uni-
lecd Males,

Lin: 1 have the hionor to scknowledge the receipt
of your communication of the Jist ult., in auswer to
wine of the 8th ult, After & ecareful reading and
compirison of it with the artiele in The National Ju-
teltigencer of the 15th alt., the article over the initials
“J B 800 The New York Woerld of the 2ith uli,
prrporting to be baged upon your statement and that
of the memwbers of the Cabinet therein named, I Gud
it only to be but a reitoration, only somewhat more
in detall, of the wany aud gross misrepresentations
contained in these articles, und which my statement
of fucts set forth in my letter of the 25th ult., was in-
tended to correet : and biere 1 renssert the correctness
of my statorments in that lotter, anything in yoars
in reply to it to the contrary notwithstanding.
1 confess my surprieo that the Cabinevofficers referred
to should so greatly misappreliend the facts in the
matter of sdmwissions alleged to have been made by
e at the Cabinet meeting on the lath ult, as to
gutler their names to be made the basisof the eharges
in the newspaper articlo referved to, or agree to the
aecuracy, as you aftirm they do, of your aceount of
what occurred at that meeting. You know that we
parted ou Saturday, the 1ith ult., without any prom-
ise on my part, cither expressed or implied, to the
effect that I would held onto the oftice of Secretary
of War ad interim against the action of the Scnate, or,
declining to do so myself, would surrender it to you
before guch action was had, or that 1 would seo you
again, at any fixed time, on the subject. The per-
formance of the promises alleged to have been made
by me would have involved a resistance of the law,
and an inconsistency with the whole history of my
conmection with the suepension of Mr. Stan-

ton. From onr conversation and my writ-
ten protest of  August 1, 187, against
the removal of Mr., Stanton, yon must have

known that my greatest objection to his removal
was the fear that some one would be appointed in his
stead who would, by opposition to the luws relating
to the restoration of the Southern States to their
proper relution to the Government, embarrass the
army in the performance of the duties especially im-
posed upon it by the laws, and that it was to prevent
such an appointment that I accepted the appoiut-
mens of Secretary of War ad interim, aund not for the
purpose of enabling you to get rid of Mi. Stanton by
mwy witbholding it from him io opposition to the
law, or, not doing so myself, surrender to one
who, as the statement and assumptions in
your communication plainly indicate, was sought;
and it wasfto avoid this doubt, as well as to
relieve you from thepersonal embarrassment in
which Mr. Stanton’s reinstatement would place yon
that I urged the appointment of Gov. Cox, believing
that it would be sgrecable to you and also to Mr.
Stanton, satisfied as 1 Yrua the good of the country,
and not the office, the latter desired. On the 13th
ultimo, in the presence of Gen. herman. I stated to
you that I thought Mr. Stanton would resign, but did

vise On the 15th T
not eay I would ad hhliodow-m Je e

ore |

tion, lest the same danger 1 apprehended from his
first removal might !oﬁzrw. o course you have
understood Iagreed to pursue was in violation of
law, and that withont orders from you, while the
contee 1 will pursue, and which I never doubted you
folly understood, was in accordance with law and
not in disobedience to any orders of my superior
And now, Mr. President, where my honor as a soldier
and integrity as o man have been so violently assailed,
pardon me for saying that I can but regard this whole
watter from beginning to end as an attempt to in-
volve me in the resistance of law, for which you hes-
itated to assume tha responsibility, in order thus
to destroy my character before the country, 1 am,
in & measure, confirmed in this conclnsion by your
recent orders directing mo to disobey orders from the
Becretary of War, my superior, and your subordinate,
without having countermanded his anthority, 1 am
fo disobey. With assurance, Mr. President, that
nothing lees than a vindication of my personal honor
and character could have induced this correspondence
on my part, I have the bhonor to bo, very respectfully,
your obedient servant, U. 8. Graxr, muml.

THE ALABAMA CLAIMS.

— e —

Lord Hobart has addressed another letter to

The Times in reply to * Historieus :”

B : " Where wo are wrong, let us confess 1, * where
the question is doubtful, let us refer 14" ** where we aro
clearly tn the right, let us assert that right like mwen."”
'Theso are three exhortations (in which I cordially agree)
addressed to the British public by yonr eorrespondent,
o Historicns,” in bis letter of to-day: and it js to be in-
terred from the second of them that if he thought the
question upon which he writes s “ doubtful” oue, he
weuld publicly advecato its reforence to arbitratlon,
and, further, that he wonld be somewlhat surprised, not
to say indignant, {f any one had reprimanded him for so
doing, on the ground that the proceeding wonld * have a
tendeney to weaken the hauds of the Government and
the position of the conntry on a subiject where hoth ap-
pear entitled to the most cordial support.” Yot this is
the very reptimand which he beging his letter by ad-
ministering to me for  doing  the very gamo

thing. 1 happen to be one of those who think
the ‘“question doubtful,” and I have there-
fore ftelt 1t my duty, In  accordance with the

precopt of * Historicus,” to do what in me llea for the
purpose, i possible, of having it ** referred,” and for this
“Historicna™ himself takea me to task, as if Iwere a
disloyal sutjeet and & maker of wischief to my own coun.
try. 1 hold that it s the duty as well as the privilege of
every member of o free conimunity, who s able to form
a Judgment on political questions, to erjticun il con-
demn the conduct of ity Government toward a forelgn
Htate wherever he thinks that conduct fo a high degres
inexpedient oF unfinet, aud not to b discoursged by the
argnment with which * Historicus " Il:lltl‘!! thoss wliom
“ istorioys” pepresents nre guro o nee m; Lt by
dolog he gl.\'-I ho 1dea that there is a differenct o ﬂinﬁiﬂ
fon wn the subject in kis own conntry, and enconrages the
adversary to perseverc in his demands, This is the old
stock argument—uy this thue more threndbare than any
which 1 shouli!l have supposed " Historious” would con-
descend to use—the old, ever-readys taunt, wlideh hias been
thrown by the * war-at-any-price” party in the teeth of
every foiend of peace since the world began, Tt was
the tannt incessantly levelod against Me. Fox (who ls
now nduwitied, even by masy of thoro who disapprove
his poliey, to have been one of the most patriotie
stitesmen that ever devoted his lfe to bis country),
o his magnificont stand agalost the Frenol war; it has
beon useldl many tuies sinee Agalost statesmen scarcely
Jess lustrious, aud has falled to move them from the
course which they were well awnre triuo patriotism pre-
seribed. 1 aw well content to shelter mysol! under Lhe
shndow of those great naiues against your correspondent’s
soanew it self-contradictory censures, Of course, Iso far
ngree with * Historicus” as fully to admit that, if the jus-
tice of the euse were beyond all doubit or question whit-
uver on the side of the eourse which has bean taken by
the British Government ju this matter, they aro entitied
to the cordinl suppert of every good clilzen. There are,
then, two poiuts to consider: Firat, whether our Govern-
ment |8 right in decliviug arbitration, except upon the
condition Itml all notiee --1 the recoknition uf the South
ns * belligerent” by the Royal Proclamation of 1861 shall
be exvluded from the waterials submitied to the srbiter.
Can it possibly be conlended that this is a quesiion be-
ond all manuer of doubt? I think [ bave shown in i
orier letter thut It 1s, to say the least, very far indee
from belug so, ** Histoncus™ comtends that our Govern-
eent ia righit, beeauso what the United Etates really de-
roand, lo requiriog thet the * whole controversy™ shiall by
sulmuitted to arbiteation, is that the guestion as to the
recoguized belligerency of the South shall (as he some-
what loosely plicases 10 * form part of the arbitration.”
To which I reply that the demand of the United States s
eerta nly not that the question shall * form part of the ar-
bitration” In any sense to which we are justified in ob-
Jroting. The Lritleh G overnment, out of regard for the
national honor, inslats thak no declsion vpon this question
is admissible ; and the United Btates reply (Janoary 13,
1670 thut they do nol tean to require that * any guestion
of national pride or honor shall be expressly delcrmined
s gueh.” The proposal of the United States 14 that the
drétulon of the arbiter shall bo on the siple and single
fuestion w Lother they are entitled Lo rodlpesa on gocount
of the depreditions of such vessels as the Alabnma, Al
thay reguire, In reference Lo the recogoition of Lhe South-
e Etates as balllgeront, is that the * whole controversy"”
shall o lad before the arbiter. But to ks the British
Governmont objects, a8 compromising the dlguit
and Indepeudence of this eountry. To this objection
reply that, aceording to the proposal of the United States,
(hire wiil be nothing in the dee’slon of the arbiter In any
degree alceting that dignity and lndependence,  He will
wioal probmtiy cousider the question of recognition ; but,
on the other fimnd, he way, not lmpossibly, deem it werel-
eviant, nod not cousldey it ut all; wud, whetier ho has or
s not dose cither of theso thligs, the workd wili be en-
tirely lgnovant. Nelther dicectly por indircetly, ueither
expresaly nor by bmpliention, will his declsion amount to
any oplulon upon that question.  Surely, to carcy to such
& length aa this the theory of national honor |8 unworthy
of a groat pation, A weak Stute may sometimes stand,
up to the very extreme of punetilio, vpon & national dig-
ulty whiel recelves small support from its physical con-

Milon; » warlike Stale may do the sawo oo ae-
vount of the necessity lmposed upon  its rulers
of employing large armles; but it Is the part

of & uption whickh 14 at oones werful and pence-
loving to lean o the side of conclliation, and to set un ex-
wapte, In thiat comuunity of natlons whers each 18 o law
o stsell, of the mutasl furbearases aud woderate sell-as-
pertion, widel wlone can prevent imeessant war, To e
it s suffolent!y evident not only that the conrse taken by
our Government in this mattor s of doubtful oxpedicncy,
bt that 1t 1 ungorstlosably wroug. And, In spite of
* Flistorions,” I oladm tho cight to express that opiuion, in
the hopo thut the presant of B future Goversaoent will
avert the possibillty of o rupture, which, in the viow of
“ Hlstoricis™ as well as lo wy own, woukl be about the
greatest calamdty that could bappen to the world, But,
eecondly, Largucd that, even assiiming that the proposal
af the United States to refee the * wholo controversy” o
arhitiation did really amount to a propossl to refer for
dre i upots its merits the peading question respeetiy
the right of Gireat Britain o regnrd to the bellige
the South, this did not s ar to by & reason [
ing to agres to that p 1. Here " His
Isane, wil says that no

" jolne

£

e man™ in Europe ean
doubt for a single moment the  Justice or pro-
priety of the recoptution  of  Soythern  belliger

ency, by the Queen’s proclamation. I, wn the con-
trary, maintaly that * no sane wan™ who bos read the
correspondence, or who bas refleoted for hlmsell upon
the pubject, can deny that there s a good deal to be sald
ot Both sldes of the question. And in support of this
pmlu-rulun am justiied m elting no less lmportant
evidence than thet of Lord Ruassell himself, who, (o his
dispateh of the 3oth of August, 1565, admilts that the con-
cosston of belligerent privileges to the South wis *un-
rug‘duuh-d." To say that an ** unprecedsnted” proceed-
ng hins heen adopted by oue Stete toward another, and
hans subjected It to sorions Injury, s suvely—looking to
the Indefinito character of international law, eapeclully
i m subject-mstter such us thle—nol far from M)’EK that
It is a proceeding open to doubt and guestion in point of
Justice and propriety, At least, It is not from an rminent
authority on International jurtsprodence that I should
bave expected the statement that an luternationnl aet
wholly  without precedent, and serlonsly injurious to
a fricudly State, was oue respocting  thoe legulity or
propricty of which no sort of doubt could by any
posaibillity be entertamed.  After this it secins almost un-
necessary to say that It has been repeatedly pssorted in
the dlspatehes of the United States Minlster, and appar-
ently not denied, that 1o such procveding at so early a
stage of wn usurrection hasever before been adopted by
nn{ natlon, and espechally that, in reference to the War
of Tudependones carried on by the Britlsh North Amer-
lean Colonles, one of the grounds upon which England
declared war with Frauee was, not that shie had prema-
turely recoguized the belligerency of those colonles (for
thst was treated as out of the questiond, but that she had,
at o late stage of the war, harbored and protected in ler
rts vessels of war besting the flag of the lnsurgents,
bt ** Historieus * would appear, iu oue out of lnuumer-
alile Instauces to the contrary, to have cunght Mr. Beward
8o far ;wplng ns to spenk in an early stage of the trans-
netion s elvil war,” in no way diminishes the foree
of these facts, 1t 18 to the wholo toue of the correspond-
ence, and not 8 word or two here and (here, that we
are  bound to look, and that toue s decldedly
sgainst any kind of adibsion by the United Statea of the
Justicelor propriety of the Royal Proclamation of 1561, 1
win far from saying thoag the refusal of our Governmout o
ncknowledgo any erroghn regard to that tlm-llmntlun ]
unfounded; upon that 1 give no opinion, What T am justi-
tied in ln}'ll Is that the assertion that the subject (s one
npon which there can be no doubt or guestion whatever
s the boldest und most parndoxical which it has ever
been my fortune to encounter. 1 nm unuble to belleve
that this statement will bo coneurred in by any one who
has really attended to the subject; and assuming, as I am
entitled to assume, that the guestion s one of (funht and
difficulty, I repeat that [ am myself ot u loss to ive
how a FPower w winister signed the resolution in
favor of arbitration r ded 1n the protocols of the Paris
Conference i 1856 can conaistentty decline to refer it to
arbitration. Allow me, then, to rocaplinlate my argu-
ment, which I submit has heen in no way shaken,
which 1 as follows: That, In general, a a%
which e scitle o dispute  wi
war lucurs

Btate by tho only existing method
moat H,IWIII usibility, and yll-::n"i.f;ll by such r:
fusal a in the wrong. Aud this seems wore es-
the cuse where the State declining arbitration is
bt e, Sl sl o
{:qmmd. ﬂg‘ﬂn the on nﬁl""'
refer to au arbiter
question as to the recoguition of the
e nope that the Eri
to l:.'.ﬂll. A 1

clent ground for by the Brit)
g&. course ..%lun

WASHINGTON.

THE GRANT-JOHNSON CORRESPONDENCE—THE
PRESIDENT'S REPLY TO GRANT—SENATOR
WILLIAMS ON RECONSTRUCTION—THE DAN-
1811 TREATY—INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT—
WISEWELL—COX—MH. DICKENS.

BY TRLBGRAPE ¥O TUR TRIACNE.

Wasursaros, Tnesday, Feb. 4, 1868,

The principal topie of conversation to-night among
politicians and others is the Grant-Johnson corre-
spondence tfrom the War Office. As the matter now
stands, Grant has had the last say. The President this
evening finished a reply to Gen. Grant's last letier,
which hie will send to the General to-morrow. The
President's friends claim that this letter will floor
Grant; while Grant's friends claim that he has
already floored Johnson. The correspondence was not
read until late in the day. It created quite a sensa.
tion. Although it took a long while to have it read
every member paid the closest attention. Several of
the passages of Grant's letters to Johnson created a
good deal of langhter among the Republicans.

1u the Benate to-day, after the expiration of the
morning hour, Senator Williams of Oregon took the
tloor, and delivered a masterly speech in favor of the
Congressional policy of Reconstrnction. It was at-
tentively listened to, and made a decided impression,
both on the floor and in the galleries, Ihe subject of
Reconstruction was then postponed for the day, and
the Senate resumed the consideration of & bill, intro-
dueed by Senator Patterson of New-Hampshire, com-
pelling the confirmation of all special agents and
other officers of the departments now appointed
witliout the advice and consent of the Senate. Not-
withstanding every Senator seemed to be in favor of
the principle of the bill, it was amusing to notice how
those who represented special interests wanted ex-
ceptions in their favor. Senator Summner thought it
a good bill, but that it ought not to inclnde the State
Department, which must have its sceret and special
agents, untrammeled by Senate confirmations. Sen-
ator Ramsey believed in the prineiple, but, being
Chairmun of the Post-Office Committee, wanted to
deal Vory gently with the Post-Office Department,
Senator Grimes liked 1t well enough, if it would only
omit the Navy Department.  Senator Sherman would
like to have the Treasury Department exempted. As
Souator Wilson was absent, no special plea was put
in for the War Department. The ill was finally re-
committed, and the Sennte adjourned.

The proceedings in the House to-day were devad
of interest, Mr. Banks's report on the rights of
American citizens abroad was debated during the
wmorning hour. The indications are that members
will spread themselves on this subject, as it is ex-
pected tobe a popular matter in the next political
campaign. Mr. Julian's bill to conflscate Govern-
ment lands granted to Southern railroads, occupied
the remainder of the day’s session, It was expected
that a vote would be obtained on this measure to-
day. but its friends failed to get it.

The Scuate and House Committees on Foreign
Alfairs were both in session to-day. The several
treatios were up for discussion in the former, but no
definite conclusion was arrived at in reference to
any of them. In regard to the Danish treaty it was
resolved to await the arrival of a messenger from
the King of Denmark, who, it is understood, is on
liis way to tha United States with information on
that subject. Gen, Banks, Chairman of the House
Committes, was ahsent, and on that acceunt the con-
sideration of Mr. Robinson’s resolution demanding
the release or immediate trial of persons now in eon-
finement in British jails, was postponed until the
next meeting. . The Aliaska appropriation was talked
over, but as members entertain very opposite views
on that subject 1t will be a long time before they will
decide on the fjeourse which they will pursue. The
Perkins claim on the Enssian Government was aired
a little, snd it was resolved to hear an argnment from
cotmsel on that subject, after which the Committes
will consider the legality of introducing it into the
House with the Russian appropristion.

Financial matters were considered to-day in the
Senate Committee having charge of that subject; but,
though several of the schemes before them were dis-
enssed, they arrived at no conclusion on any one,
They will meet again to-morrow, aud endeavor to
mark out some financial poliecy and embody their
views in a bill.

The House Committes on the Libmary to-day in-
structed Mr. Baldwin to report a bill providing for
un International Copyright law. The Dbill is pre-
pared, and will be presented to the House probably
10 morrow.

The Ways and Means Committes hold a special
raceting this evening, and will meet every eveniug
until the new Revenue bill is finished. The Tobacco,
Petroleum, and other articles were discussed to-day,
tmt no definite getion was taken on them in the way
of fixing the tax, I consequence of the numerous
delegations, ropresenting all sorts of interests in (if-
fercnt parts of the country who buve for the last
two weeks boen prossing their views on the Commit-
tee, the business has been considerably delayed, and
it is not probable that they will be ready to report
Lefore three weeks, The Chairman has informed by
lotter most of the persons here interested in wanu-
factures that the duty is, as for as possible, to be re-
moved from the leading industrial pursuits,

Soveral Republican Members of Congress are pre-

paring resolutions to introduce into Congress con-
cerning the policy to be pursned by the Government
in respect to the Alabama claims,
A bill providing that the Chieago and Rock lsland
Company be allowed the right of way over the Gov-
ernment bridge to be built at Rock Island across the
Mississinpi, was"agreed on to-day, in the Military
Committee of the House, This privilege is not to be
conferred npon the Company, fhowever, unless they
pay one-half the cost of the struodure, and the right
is reserved to the Government of eonferring the same
powers upon other companies on the payment of pro-
portionate shares of the expenditures on the work.

The Senute has not yet taken any sction on Wise-
well's appointment, his name not having been even
referred to a committee. There is not the slightest
prospect of his confirmation, as Mr. Rollins does not
wish to resign, Wisewell has a very large lobby
here working for nim, who boast to have unlimited
funds, about the influence of which they whisper
very mysteriously. Wisewell's opponents say that
the whisky ring is to be used by the Demoerats in
tho coming Presidential campaign, and that is the
consideration which induced Mr. Johnson to send in
his name,

A communication giving the number and names of
persons employed in the secret service of the Btate
Department for the last seven years, together with
the nature of their services and compensation, wus
sent to the Senate to-day by Becretary Seward in re-
sponse to resolution asking for the same. The
paper says that in the above-mentioned period the
number of persons so employed was 22, aud the ag-
grogate amonnt paid them $41,000,

The Board of Managers of the Soldiers’ National
Asylum will ask Congress to place the Soldiers’ Homes
at Washington and Harrodsburg, Ky., under their
control. Theso institutions are used solely for the
benefit of the soldiers of the Regular Army who
have boen 15 years in the servico, and the Board are
degirous that they should be thrown open to the ofii-
cers aud soldiers of the volnnteer forces,

Thefeonfinmation of 8. 8, Cox is still pending, snd
that gentleman is very busy in endeavering to mus-
ter all the strength he cau. It is understood that
Ben, Wade is one of Mr. Cox's bittrrest opponents for

‘certain action on Cox's 'part in the late Ohio cam-

paign. Senators Morgan aud Conklin are faverably
disposed towurd him; but the opposition is very
strong.

A rumor is ecurrent to-night that McCulloch and
Boward have ssked the President to aceept of their
resiguations. Nothing definite is known about the
matter outside official cireles. The President's
sotion on the Anti-Contraction bill is said to be
McCullooh's reason for resigning, while it is claimed

v
that Seward is angry at haying been overruled in
regard to Minister Adame and the policy to be pure
sued in the matter of the Alabama eloima.

Information bas been received herve that Senator
Guthrie refuses to resign his seat in the United
States Senate, notwithstanding his neglth is such as
to preelnde the possibility of his presence in the
Capitol hereafter. The Democrats are much dissatis-
fled with the determination of Mr. Guthrie, whe,
they think, should resign, and enable a successor to
ba sent here to represent the interests of Kentueky.

Gen. Halpine had an extended interview with the
President this evening.in reference to the Committees
appointed at mass meetings held in the Cooper Insti-
tute about two months ago, for the purpose of im-
pressing on our Government the neeessity of proteect-
ing adopted citizens when abroad agninst the op-
pressions of the Governments under which they were
born. These Committees will wait upou the Presi-
dent at an early day, and decisive action will be
taken,

Mr, Dickens gave another of his readings this even-
ing to s full house, and his popularity is, if possible,
on the inerease. A drunken man in the audience
eaused some intermption this evening by apelying
an offensive epithet to Mr. Dickens, but he was
quickly removed by the attendants.

The reception of Mr. Thoruton, the British Minis-
ter, which was fo have taken place to-day, has been
postponed until next Friday.

the bill

The President has approved and si
e e car Y Skl b wnesapt from tntermal tasy
alter €ar sha exe m

ported ?um hr:l

and cotton im gn coun-
tries, on and after Nov. 1 of this , shall
be exempt from duty. He has also si the joiut
resolntion to provide for a Commission to examine
and report upon meters for distilled spirits,and the bill

repo L

authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to sell all the
iron-o excepting those of the Dictator, Kalama-
200, Monadnock, an nic classes,

The Supreme Court to-day was engaged in hearing
the coneluding argument in the Guines cases, To-
worrow, Case No. 55 i to be taken up.

The President has not named a day for the mm
tion of the new British Minister in his diplom

eapacity.

@ RIOT IN SAVANNAH.
s ———— -
THE ANDERSON COMMISSION—SHIPPING NEWS.

Savaxxan, Ga., Feb, 4.—A large meeting was held
in the African Church edifice to-day to adyoeate fhe
election of Charles H. Hopkins for the office of
Mayor, in place of Mayor Anderson, who is now be-
fore a Military Commission. During the meeting a
disturbance occurred outside the church from a dis-
orderly negro resisting the police, who were at-
tempting to arrest him.

The negroes drew pistols upon the police, and the
riot became general. Reénforcements of police
drove off the rioters and captured the ringlead ers.
Lieut. Bell of the police was shot in the head and
leg, and Licut. Howard was knocked off' his horse
with a brick. Several policemen and four or five
negroes were wounded, but none were killed. The
rioters have dispersed. but much excitement pre-
vails among them.

The Military Commission in the case of Mayor Auder.
son 18 still in sesslon examining witnesses.

The crew of the ship Admiral, which cleared from this
ﬁmon&mw for Liv refused to gxo to scain

wr on account of ber bellly .

Tho lhli laid i Tybee Koads, and on Monday nighk
d er anchor, and went ashore un the beacl,
vhmuhenownnhi and dry at low water. Pilots re-
port the steamer Charles W. Lord, bound for this pm

With part of her rudder and two fianges of her prope
gone, wrylug to make the port of Ohnrleston,
———

MEXICO,
——

NEWS FROM THE PACIFIC COAST—ELECTION IN
THE STATE OF QUERRERO—THE MEXICAN
CONSUL AT SAN FRANCIZCO.

Sax Fraxcisco, Feb, 4—By the arrival of
the steamship Moutans we have late Acapuleo advicen.
Gen. Alvarez had called an election for President of the
Republic, Members of Congress, and Judges of the Ru-
preme Court in that State not having partiek

ted In the late general election—the distriet held by

he revolutiontsts under Jiminez excepted. Juares de-
clines to accept the resiguation of Joseph Godoy, Uonsul

of the Republio at Ban Franciseo,
e ————
LATEST GENERAL NEWS.
[By Telegraph.]

...Soup-houses have been established by the
Boston Board of Aldermen.

....Buffalo is about to purchase the Water
Works Company’s property.

....The Boston and Worcester Railroad's an-
nual meating s to be held in Boston oo the 12th.

....A white bog mortally wounded a freed-
man in Augusta, Ga., yesterday.

....The Pennsylvania House passed the Free
Railroad bill last night. It now gocs to the Benate,

....Gen. Meade and staff left Montgomery,
Ala., for Mobile last night.

....George Bibbey & (Co. and l.‘unm::z &
Hicks, brawers in Glens Falls, have becn arres for
making false returus of bottling ale.

....A eompany to run steamers from Norfolk
to New-Orjeans and Venezncln, with n capltal of §2,000,00),
was ehartered in Richmond yesterday.

....The Supreme Court of Virginiz, in the
ouse of & wan senteoced to be hanged, reveised the decls
jon of the lower Conrt, on the ground that the prisoner
had not been Indicted by & Grand Jury.

....The Boston banks had 777,027 in specie
yosterday, and $24,628,103 national and #:31,508 old State
:‘r;uney 1o cireulation, They held 916,73:,28 (o Jegai ten-

T4,

veo.The Grand Jury in Salem, Maes., has in-
dleted Patrlck Daly, Robert Barrett, and Daulzi M '8
for the murder, on the 25th of December, of Jusepl Burp-
ham, s Haveridll policewan,

....8alem, Mass., is to be m?.plied with water

at an “llmw of §1,000,000, George Norman of New-
wﬂ.& dbl:u contracled to furnish 35 miles of water-
pipe s

....Jo«sep'ia R’. Holmes, the insurauce !
who eloped with Miss Clege from New-Haven on Eator-
day, was in Springfield, , ml:wdny. under bonda to
appear for trial at Now-Haven y.

....The schooner Peter A, Ril‘rer Was run
into and sunk on Mon mmm‘;oﬂ Old Point, Va,, b

friek MeDougul, Jno. Meditl,

the steamer Adelalde,
and Williwm Hil were drowned.

....The United States Treasnry vaunlts in
Washington contained, yesterday morning, #1,940,740 In
fractional currency, in aval U. B. poles,
$984,270 in National Bauk notes, and $569,304 In coln.

... The Buffalo Common Council has resolved
to enforce the ordinance relative (o the speed of raliway
tralus cnmrmf the city. Every rulromd is roquired, be-
{:ruuumho March, to erect gutes at the rallway cross-

Ra.

....A party of Navajo Indiaus attacked the
herdsmen pear Bublzo, on the 9th ultimo, and hav
killed one man and wounded two, ran off with
l.mmlhnep. about 1,500 of which were subsequently
cov
....A German woman in Cinecinnati died en-

celnte on Friday, and was buried, On Suuduy afterioon
the' vault was o . and it was found that slhie bad been
dolivered of t presumption la that ther
wus buried all

....Gen, \B"Neill. -\'im-Pruid_ms Gibbons,
a?d:m%'.‘m Clevelnud, .uhﬁ:nium.?vml:‘
prowised the President 100,000 Fenlaus prosecute @
oy ."‘lltﬁ l})ulnné.l ia House Committee on

v.o. The Penosylvan "

Ways and Moaus has the
euch for the . The bl inting an E:-

aputg?oot Petrolenm for elphis -ﬁp" create an

resoln-

o e Baltimore City Couneil
ti on ulnting

'wm. igh. W,
start was at 10§ o'clock a. ., and the Worcester horse
u.; by 20 winutes, reachiog the Boston will-dmm st 2:48
:;a,_,pnmu tions for the National Commien
e s, Fromiient ot on Boston ]
:alll altllmﬂiu to urder, The w L)
-u?.nammum t&' ¢ lee:

i
....The fourth of a series

i T

ualluﬂ.llnr;hm New-York
m.u‘h .Dr. Wm. Hosmor was chosen Presh

e — L
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