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SexaTe, Feb. 22.—Nothing of importance was

one,
House, Feb. 22.—After some . fillibustering
the Democrata to rn, Mr.

1

Wilson's b‘m to prevent the nnlawful nse of the

o money wis ; also, the bill for the
tnesses in certain cases, reported

‘;ﬂu.t from Senate; also, the Pension Appro-

p -

At % p. m, Mr, Stevens, from the Committee
on Reconstruction, made a report in favor of
the impeachment of the President. Debate
w,

g » P impeachment and continued up

o

Our  Washington ecorrespondent  gives o
graphic pictare of the stirring seenes in Con-
gress and at the War Department on Satarday
and yesterday. Our dispatches sre up to a
Jate hour Jast night, and present a good view
of the situation.

———— e e e

Gen, Geary well says that tho spirit of 1861
is again burning in Pennsylvania. It is blaz-
ing over the country. The people are united

firmly as when they heard that the Rebels
upon Fort Sumter. The cause is the

) le will resiet the traitor John-

they resisted the traitor Beau-

(ien. George H, Thomas has estab-
new elaim 107 the admimtion of his
prowptly rofusing the brevet

| honor.
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promotion which  Mr.  Johnson proposced
to confor upon him, The people would heartily
approve any honor done to &0 gallant and
patriotic an officer; butb thero is mo Lonor in
the President’s brevels in the present posture
of alisivs. Gen. Thomns's dispalch to Mr.
Wade is just what might, have been expected
from the honest vietor of Nashville.

All Lonor to Edwin M. Stanton for his noble
and self-denying devotion te the canse of
constitutional fieedem. Lot him be honored as
[ o man that the uation canuot but delight to

The Associaled Press reporter telegraphs us
from Washingéon that from a eanvass of the
ilonse it is ascertained that the Republiean
party will be a unit on the question of im-
peaclhiment. This is well, Let our friends go

Howpsr— This Evening. —Halion | throngh this new trial standing ghoulder to

Sha Stoops 1o Con- | shonlder, and drive from his place the greatost

enemy, with the exeeption of Jefferson Davis,
that constitutional freedom has kuown,

The ilustrions Gon. Geo. H. Thomas indig-
nantly spurns the bribe which the President has
offered him, and declives the appointment of
Genernl. This is what we expected. Soldiers
like Sherman and Thomas did too much to-
ward crushing the Rebellion under Davis to
‘hink of surrendering to the Rebellion under
Johnson.

———

There is o rumor that that brilliant, gallant,
and intrepid marine, the Hon. Gideon Welles,
has offered the services of himaclf and two
hundred other marines to the President to put
down Stanton and the Radicals. -“We have di-
L rected our special artist to take a portrait of
Welles at the head of his troop, which we in-
tend to have painted in chrome yellow and
ved, for presentation to Congress for ono of
the vacant pauels of the Capitol. We presume
that as soon as Congress hears that Welles has
taken command of his brave marines, that body,
following the natural instinct of self-preserva-
tion, will adjourn to Baltimore. With Welles
in arms, Congress is indeed in danger.

THE PRESIDENT MUST BE IMPEACHED,

We do not see how the IHonse ean refuse to
attaign the President before the Senate for
high crimes and misdemeanors. Impeachment
is not o desirable proceeding. It is cumber-
gome and tedious. 1t may arrest legislation, and
present a new issue to the country at atime when
uew issuesarenot wanted. It is not, perhaps, a
wise precedent to make. It gives to power a
temptation which passion cannot always resist.
It is & high, solemn, sacred trust, only to be
nsed, when absolutely necessary for the salva-
tion of the conntry.

We beliove the salvation of the country de-
mawda the impeachment of the President. We
have all along felt that we might submit to
Mr. Johnson's” Administration, evil as it has
'lll.‘-i'll..?‘t.l—nlﬁ n-uﬁt:fgtua:: m:Efy and doubtfuk
question upon the country. With the Congress
overwhelmingly Republican, there was no rea-
son why we should not compel the President
to pursue & wise policy. Weo reasoned npon
the presumption that it was better to have im-
peachment held over him as a cheek than to
begiu a trial that might be as long as that of
Warren Hastings. It was a debatable qnes-
tion, The evidence was far from being conclu-
sive. Mornlly, thors was no doubt that Mr.
Johnson should be impeached. But impeach-
ment is & question of lnw and evidence, not of

moral belief. As a Republican, there were a
hundred rensons why he should be removed.
This would be & good plen in a Re-
publican Convention, not before the Sen-
ate of the United States. Until twpeach-
ment became an inevitable, overwhelming ne-
cessity, williout doubt as to the meaning of
the law, and the force of the evidence,
to enter upon it was only to give the Presi-
dent a chance to mmke himselfl a martyr
before the country. Therefore we have
constantly opposed impeachment, although
at times we stood alone among the Republican
press. There is no longer auny doubt. The
issue is as clear as it was when CGen. Beaure-
gatd opened his batteries upon Fort Sumter.
Andrew Johnson, President of the United
States, tramples upon a law, defies the author-
ity of Congress, and claims to exercise absolute
and despotic power. Congress wmust impeach
Jim immedialely.

All other questions sink before the present,
It would be difficult to bave our course clearer,
A law is passed, which defines it to be the duty
of the President to consult with the Senate be-
fore removing o certain officer. This law may
or may not be constitutional. The President
has vo business with that. It is constitutional
until the Supreme Court decides otherwise. It
ia law until the Court interposes and invalidates
it. The President's sworn duly 1s to, ezecute it
—to obey it—to see that it is carefully and stn-
diously obeyed. He may not like it. But
chief-magistrates have been compelled to exe-
cute lnws they did not prefer. He may think
it unconstitutional. That is of no more couse-
quence than the opinion of any private citizen.
His daty is not to execute laws which he may
think constitutional, but to EXECUTE THE
taws, If he bhad been clothed with
judicatory power, if the fonnders of the
Constitution  had  felt  that ~ it  was
wise to give the President any option in the
matter, they would have so expressed it and
declured that he might execnte all laws only
when the Supreme Court decided their constitu-
tionality. If the President has the right to
seleet his laws, and say “This act T will exe-
“cute becaunse it suits me, and the other 1 will
“not enforce because it strikes me to be uncon-
“gitutional,” then Congress and the Supreme
Court might as well adjonrn without day. For
the right to do as he plenses with any law, to
assume to be its sole arbiter and judge, may
become a tyranny more absolute than that of
the Emperor of Russin. Tt is a comparatively
small matter now. Apparently, it affects only
the right of Mr. Stanten to hold the War-Oflice,
aud of the President to select his constitu-
tional advisers. This is not the question, but
only the merest incident of it. If the Presi-
dent has the vght to remove Mr. Stanton in

defisnce of law, he may remove Mr._ Chief-

Juatice Chase and Gen. Grant, and indeed the
whole Senate. For the law by which Mr, Stan-
ton holds his place i85 as much a law,
aa sacred and as binding, as that by which
Mr. Chasa presides over tho Supreme Comt,
and Gen, Grant commands the army. If ho
may with impunity order Lorenzo Thomas to
take possession of the War Department—s
building which is not the property of Mr.
Johnzon, but of the American people—he may
also direct Mr, Coyle to open the next Supreme
Conrt, and Gen. Hancock to assume command
of the mmy. It may be said that there ® a
law which provides the form in whieh Mr.
Chase may be removed, and anotfler law
which directs the manner for the removal of
Gen, Grant, To this we reply that thore is
also a lnw which provides how Mr. Stanton may
be removed, that owe law is as binding as the
other, and that if we permit the President to
violate one, he may with impnnity violate all

There is no avoiding this conclusion, There
is no explaining it away. There is no middle
course. Tha DPresident has  assumed the
responsibilily of breaking a luw. Congress
must assume the vesponsibility of {mpeaching
him. Not to do so in the face of this flagrant
and insolent proceeding is to become a partner
in the evime. It is no time to consider the
party influtnce of impeachment, or its ellect
upon Presidential caudidates, We would rather
gee the Republican party, eandidates and all,
driven into the deserts of Arabia than to have
them tremble one moment in the presence of

this high duty. Questions of expedioney
were all well enough so long as  the
President  stood  within  the pale of the
law. But now when he presumes to be

the executive, logislative, and judicial power,
when he elaims to decide which lnws Congress
may pass, and what acts are coustitutional, to
hesitate a moment is criminal.

Weo are sure there will be no hesitation,
The time has come to ecease trifling with
Andrew Johnson, This man, who reeled into
the Presideney;
ofice by unseemly and indecent demonstra-
tions; who has surrounded himself with the
worsl members of the worst phase of Washing-
ton life; whose retinne consists of lobbyists,
Rebels, and ndventurers; who has polluted the
public service by making espionage honorable,
and treachery the means of advancement; who
lias deceived the party that elected him, as well as
the party that created him; who has made his own
morbid and overweening vaunity the only rule
of his administration ; who has souglht to cotrap
illustrions servants of the people into ignomiui-
ous evasion of the law, amdl who now claims
to brenk that law with impunity—this most
infamona Chiel-Magistrate should be swept ont
of office. Ler my pe mweeacnen!  And
let the Republican party show (hat it not only

has the power to preserve the country from
rebellion under Jefferson Divis, but also from
treachery nuder Andrew Jolimson.

who las debased his -high

THE FORBEARANCE OF CONGRIESS,
Now (hat Andrew Jolmzon is about to be
arraigned bLefore the Senate for (he erime of
defying the laws, it may be profitable to look
back at the action of Congress, especially upon
he question of impeachment. We do
this for the purpose of showing thut the

representatives  of the people  have acted
with  wisdom, pradence,  amd  forbear-
ance. Possibly they lave farborne too

long. We ghall be told that we were all cow-
ards for not impeacling the President before,
and that if we had taken this step in the be-
ginning there 'would be no trouble now,

Congress might, of course, have ipeached
Mr, Johnson at any time. The Republican party
was in power. Tt had not only a majority, but
enough votes to control u veto, and pass Laws in
spite of the Executive. It is diffieult to imagine
A greater power, or one more delicale to man-
age. The temptations of all great majorities
is to tyrannize. Here was o party fresh from
the great war, triumphant over rebellion, and
enger to reap the fruits of victory by apeedy
reconstrnction,  Here was its President, so ad-
vanced in Radicalism (hat many prodent men
were afraid be would execute all the Rebels
within his reach. Surely, men said, this Presi-
dent has seen the South ; he has been through
the fiery furnnee ; he is searred with the flames
of rebellion, and ’Im will give us a reconstruc-
tion that will be just, humane, and prompt.
Congress was disappointed. Mr, Johuson had
made himself Vieo-President by pretendin g to
be an extreme Radical, That was in war times.
There were, eleven States to retwn,  In all
probability “they would be Democratic.  Ie
wonld insisteupon their admission. Ie would
be their champton-and friend. e would ally
Limself with the Demoeratic party of the North,
and then be elected President. We believe
this has been Mr. Johnson's purpose sinco the
beginning of his Administration. We believe
he has always intended to betray the Republi-
ean party, and with it to betray Congress.
For this he has labored with a tenacity which
has no parallel in history—with an energy
worthy of & better cause, During all the time
that the President was planning, intrigning,
arranging, backing and filling, saying one
thing to-day and another to-moerrow, Congress
trented him with courtesy and patience. Not
one word wius said of dissent—impeachment
was never breathed,

For the Now-Orleans riots Mr. Johmson is
reaponsible.  No [air man ean read the evidenee
without seeing that Lis hands are stained with
the blood of loyal men. Ile is vesponsible for
the great deficiency in the revenue. 1Ie de-
based that service to gealify his ambition,
When it was necessary to construct a Phila-
delphia Convention, postmasters were removed
by the bundred, and the collection of the
revennes fwas transfared to those of his
creaturca who would accept the degrading
office. Their noeds were mainly pecuniary, and
the surest way of supplying them was to have
the gathering of the taxes. The result is
that, under Mr. Jolnson, corruption in the rev-
enue service has been reduced to a scicnce.
We have men making frand a profession,
organizing it into a “ring,” and beasting that
with their money they can control his Admin-
istration.  We believe that if this whisky-tax
alone were made a matter of inguiry, enough
would be found to warrant the impeachment of
the President. For the failure of reconstrue-
tion he Is preéminently responsible, Beginning
his Administration by loudly proclaiming his
intention to hang the Rebels, Le speedily took
to giving them oflices. Clamoronsly insisting

that his “policy™ was o bring fhe States buck

to the Union, we find him directly interfeung
to keep Alabama out. Since he eannot make
the South Democratie, he will produce anarchy.
Everything must yield to his owa selfish pur-
pose. In nothing bas the President been sin-
cere ande consistent exeept to sccare his own
reilection to the Presidency.

~With Jmpeachment always at band—with
canses for impeachment as thick as antomn
leaves—with every political passion aroused,
and a war of bitterness ruging—Congress has
remained patient, Read, for instance, . Mr.
Johnson's last annual message. The Tudors in
the splendor of their almost oricntal power,
the Stnarts in the days of their blindest arro-
gance, searcely ventured to address such a
message to an English Parlinment, Qur own
fecling at that time was that Congress would
be angered into impeaching the President who
had put upon them such an insult. It seems
almost as if Mr. Johngon has been lrying to
gond Congress to pass the resolutions which will
meost probably be adopted to-duy. Possibly he
may feel that this is his last chance of obtain-
ing the nomination of the Democratic party,
and has prepared a coup d'etat for the purpose
of impressing Mr. Belmont and his friends
with the vigor of which Lie has so often spoken.
We do not care to dwell upon the President’s
motives, héwever, The wain point is that
Congress has acted with a wisdom and forbear-
ance which deserves the highest praise,
Subjeet to all the passions of a legislative
body, it has shown in this impeachment busi-
ness the serenity, the patience, and the dignity
of @ court of justice. Possibly His Excellency
has presumed upon this, and supposed that
because Congress was forbearing, it wuas
cowardly, and wonld not dare to check him.
e will find, we think, before many days are
passed, how dreadfully he was ‘mistaken.

MORAL CAUSES FOR IMPEACHMENT.

Although  impenchment ecomes before the
Honse to-day, beeause the President has vio-
Jated a specific law of Congress—and there is
little doubt that his trial will be confined to
one gpecific point, nomely, bis refusal to obey
the Tenure-of-Office Inw—yet there are moral
causes for impeachment which the country
will not fail lo consider. The decision of the
House to-day will form one of the most impor-
tant pages in Amerienn History, and genera-
tions will discuss its wisdom,

The country cannot fail to see that Mr. John-
son is & man who cannot be mensured by the
ordinary moral tests, We do not honor a man
for being a gentleman any more than we honor
a lady for being virtnous. It is the duty of
every man and woman so to live that their
lives may be pure and their names unspotted, It
is the duly of every public man to leave a name
in history that future generations may regard as
an example, It will be in the mind of every
Christian to-day that there arve a hundred rea-
sons for impeachment in the ease of President
Johngon which will hold good in gen-
oral esteem, if not in law. We all re-
member the scenes of his inauguration as
Vice-President, e was elected to n high
office. It was the triwmph of an idea
which was dear to the heart of every luboring
man. Ie was the representative of a despised
cluss. He had labored with his hands at one of
the most unpretending of employments, He had
no advantages of wealth, edueation, or social
eulture. At a time when most young men are
about to leave college, full of the classics and
maotliematics, ke was beginping to read.  Sor-
monnting these difficnlties, he had risen from
place to place until he was the second officer of
ihe country. Every laboring man felt « nnobled
in the ¢levation, for it ghowed that in free
Awerica the highest siations were open 1o the
humblest.

We do not repeat the history of that shame-
ful day when Mre. Johnson not only insulted
his audience, bul the elass from which he
sprung, and gave the enemies of lubor the op-
portunity of saving: “ Look at your mepresent-
“ative workivgman, your exalted plebian, youar
“Kenntorin] tailor. This ia what comes of your
“ Democratic institutions! A boor is always o
“hoor. The quality of governing exisis only in
“ the blue veins of gentlemen like us, who come
“ from the loins of kings, This is what Deme-
“eracy brings you." We condoned thut oficnse.
But men buried it deep in their hearts, and
Americans, proud of their country, amd, above
all, proud of the name of an American gentle-
man, blushed when they remembered that a
drunken Viee-President had shaken his fist in the
faces of the embassadors of foreign countries,
and tanuted them with their noble birth, They
thought of it even more keenly when Mr. Joln-

son went Y swinging around the cirele.” The
story of that  dveadful  journey  has
never been  fully  told.  The  pame

of a dead statesman was degraded. We have
lieard, in ruder civilizations, of a people revel-
ing around & coflin, and boisteronsly carousing
over the dead body of a departed friend.
But it remnined for a President of the United
States to dig fram the grave, as it were, the
body of the dead Douglas, and go junketing
with it throngh the country. There may have
beon a hope that the memory of the :great
leader wonld bring followers to his eause; but,
be that as it may, the dishonor put upon his
memory, and npon the country, was humili-
ating. We saw the President bandying wouds
with a mob in Clevelund, defending riot and
murder in St. Louis, and makiog wild, inco-
herent speeches ab every station. Men have
told us that they read accounts of this journey,
in forcign lands, with erimsoned checks, and
tearful eyes, and hearts heavy with shame, and
that they almost blushed at the name of an
American eitizen, Andrew Jolmson is the first
Chief Magistrate of the conntry that ever dis-
graced his office by conduct unbecoming a
gentleman.

Men will not fail to remember these things
when the events of to-day are written in his-
tory, There are moval reasons for the impench-
ment of Andrew Johnson. Children will ask
their parents what beeame of the man who
thus dishonored his conntry, and the reply will
be, he was driven from his office to obscurity,
and was never afterward heard of beyond the
tap-rooms of Greenville, where he liyed to o
green old age, making endless speeches about
the Constitution and the Radicals, and what
he would do when he was reilected President
of the United States. We owe something to
the spirit of Christianity, to the moral law
which every gentleman tries to obeyand to
teach to his children. The impeachment of
Andrew Jolnson will not merely be commended
hecanso he tried to evade the law, but becauso
he degraded his high office, and brought
Lis country to shame, and made it a sean-
dal among the npations, Therefore, the
morsl senso of the country demands this
impeachment, Congress should fecl
every gentleman, that every Christian mother
who has sons that she would see honored, that
every American who is proud of his country,
will stand by it in this solemn but anavoidable
duty. There are moral laws as well as eivil
laws. While the tribunal of one Is the present
and palpable machinery of justice, the tribunal

of the other is in the
nll. Now that Andrew |Johnaom is about to
appear before the civil law to anssver for his
misdemeanors, it is well to romembes that,
morally, he was long since tried by the com-
mon-sense of his countrymen, and eondemned
to the execration of the party which he be-
trayed, and to the contempt of that other party
upon which he 18 now fawning.

1S IMPEACHMENT REVOLUTIONARY?

Impeachment has been nniformly denounced
by Mr. Johneon's friends as “revolntionary.”
As it is n remedy expressly provided by the
Constitution, for as wise and patriotic reasons
as those which inspired any other portion of
that document, it certainly eannot tend to rev-
olutionize the Constitntion itself. Of what,
then, is it revolutionary ¥ History farnishes us
with some precedents on this point. The im-
peachiment of Charles I revolutionized the
conduct of English monarchs from that day to
the present, substituting the will of Parliament
for the caprice of the King. The impeachment
of the Earl of Strafford, and other British min-
isters, revolutionized the conduct of the official
advisers of the British Crown, and caused them
to recognize their responsibility to Parliament
as well as to the King. The impeachment of
Warren Hastings revolutionized the adminis-
tration of the government of British India, and
purged it in some degree of its grosser corrup-
tions and oppressions. The impeachment of
Judge Samuel Chase of onr United States Su-
preme Court, and other of our Federal Judges,
rovolutionized the conduct of those Judges
toward those who had occasion to transact
business in their courts, and caused their action
to be characterized by dignity, fairness, and
sobriety, instead of by drunkenness, partiality,
and corruption.

When the Constitation provided for the im-
peachment of a President of the United States,
it did [not daguerreotype the features of the
first President to whom the process wonld
justly apply. But if the authors of the Consti-
tution expected us to be aflicted with any
worse President than Mr. Johnson, they must
Itve indulged in more gloomy forebodings
of our destiny than were ever made public.

We believe the impeachment, conviction, and
removal of Androw Johnson would work an
important revolution in the future conduct of
Presidents who might be disposed to usurp the
powers of Congress ; to violate laws; to join
Lands with traitors in the oppression of the
weik ; to sell their appointments and pardons to
the most worthless and abandoned echaracters;
and to seck systematically cither to coeree Con-
gress into doing their will or to defeat the
excention of the laws when passed. The im-
peschment and removal of Andrew Jolinson
would not only remove all obstacles to the
execution of the laws, but would operate as an
example to secure the country to all future
time agninst Presidential despotism.

I'ress prosecutiong ave odions under almost
any circumstanees, but to prosecute s publisher
for printing seditions wood-cuts i3 in nearly
equal measure odious and grotesque. This is
what the British Government has done to Mr.
Sullivan of The Dublin Nation and Weekly
News, Of conrse it is quite possible to convey
treason or libel by the pencil as well as by the
pen; but it scems to us that an attempt to pun-
ish a man for putting pictures into his news-
paper can only cover the Crown with ridicule.
The punishment may be logieal enongh in
theory, but its effect in practice will be unfor-
tunale o the Government.

The Mexican Government has given to Gen.
Dinz an unlimited leave of absence ; in other
words, has accepted his resignation, As one of
our recent Mexican letters explained, three of
the four district-commanders of the Mexican
Republie, Diaz, Escobedo aud Regules, had ask-
ed for leave of absence, as they are dissatistied
with the poliey of the Government. The Gov-
emment naturally hesitates to comply with
these requests, but bas now granted that of
(Gen. Diaz in consequence of the accident which
ocenrred to him at Oaxaca,

It looks as il the President were trying to
hedge himself, and if possible escape from his
dilemma. He anpounces that he will apply to
the courts for legal proccedings against Mr,
Stanton, and that he has appoiuted the Hon.
Thomas Ewing, ar.,, of Obio, Secretary of War.
Too late, Mr. President! The gnestion before
the country now is the violation of an express
law by the appointmeut of Gen. Thomas. That
settled, we shall have time to copsider Mr.
Ewing.

We have o distinet recollection that when
Mr. James Brooks made his celebrated speech
on Shin Bones he promised that he * wonld
“pever again address a white audience in the
“ Honse of Representatives ;" yet on Saturday he
bad another attack of solemnity, and uttered as
usual a dismal and apparently hopeless protest
against * these unholy proceedings.” 1t is mor-
tifying to learn that his impressive remarks
were received “with derisive laughter.”

The Legislative Body of France has rejected,
by & vote of 155 to 67,a * Liberal” amendment
to the press law, providing for the publication
of a full report of the proceedings of that body.
As the combined opposition numbers ounly 85
votes, it follows that at least some 80 Bonapart-
ists have refused to adhere to the Government
policy in a cause so glaringly illiberal.

The Democratie State Convention of Wiscon-
sin did not construet a platform,  They adopted
only one resolution, and that a request that
the delegation in the National Convention
should vote as a unit. The Pendleton organs,
however, claim that he is the choice of Wis-
consin ; but it is probable that Andrew John-
son would get the fimst vote of the delegatidn,

The Missouri Republican Convention on Sat-
urday named Gen. Grant as their choiee for
President.  They alse sent a dispatch to Con-
gress, and to Mr, Stanton and Gen. Grant,
urging them to stind firmly by the laws, with
the assurance that the people of Missouri
would sustain them.

The Democruts after tempting My, Johuson
into his present unfortunate and deplorable
position, now denounce him, declaring that
they are not responsible forehis acts, and will
give him no support. Mr, Johnson might have
known this. The party that tried to betray
the country would little hesitate to betray him.

Sherman won't have it. George H. Thomaa
won't have it. Suppose Mr. Johnson tries Col.
Thomas B. Florence of the Pennsylvania mli-
tin? We can assuro A, J. that Col. Tom will
neeept every brevet conferred upon him.

The army seoma to be unanimous in repuls-
ing Mr. Johnson's advances. Can't Mr. Welles

be breveted ?

THE PRESIDENT 48 AN APOSTATE,
———

From ss Orvasional Cotrmpondaat, |
'Mrm;
It is becoming to speak of the M?:o:ﬁ
etument with respeot ; but it i'a trisl 4o do so when

can pard uch to L .
tamw;:;anlr;d ' ﬂwmm

or an administration whick is harmonious in its par-
poses, distinet in its objects and its declarations,
headed by leaders who faithfully represent shoir owa
and it convictions, may be determinedly opposed
and resolutely rosisted at every step, and yot nover in-
apire, among right-minded people, either passion or
contempt,

But it is otherwise when men have to confront the

of apostacy and treason. Hostility to &

leader and his followers who have deserted to the
enemy and carried with them your strong lines and
central position, canuot be governed by ordinary
rules. Such conduct in war is treason, and the teaiter,
if captured, meets a traitor's fate.” Ho is considered
guilty by the common sentiment of all mankind, in all
ages, of despicable conduct, and deserving of an lg-
nominous death, His dishonor is damning, not te
himself alone; it attaches to Lis name, his kindred,
and Lis postorily. |

It is the same iu politics as it is in war, There
cannot be two different charsctorizations for two es-
sential things. The apostate in peacs is the trailer
in war, in every fundamental particular. He is
chosen to defend one set of views, and he abandons
them and espouses the opposite cause. He is im-
trusted with a high command, to supportthe pria-
ciples and the policy of those who elevated bln. He
deserts, nnd avails Limself of his position to carry on
effective hostilities against them, In doisw this he
is a8 much s traitor to those to whom he is indebted
for the means of his warfare ns the man is a traitor
whio points his guns against those who gave bim the
charge of them. The same defects of character, tho
same woral pitgibutes, arehnvolved in the one caso aa
in the other. Thess are o lack of consci o desti-
tntion of honoruble sentiment, & groveling spirid,
and & treacherons nature. In the traitor and ¢(he
apostate these characteristics alike predominate. And
where they are recognized what room is there foe
respect and reserve !

The President has deserted those who elected him.
He has gone over to the enemy, and turns all his
guns apon those who gave him command of theircita-
del. The fucts admit of no dispute, whatever may ba
the pretenses offered in excnse, With or withend
apology, be thus stands before the world an apostate
and a traitor in every essential foature of his conduot.
What can & man so cireumstanced expeot, in the
:rm:m;t or the futare, but to be execraled accord-
ngly .

1t is idle to say that the President is removed, by
virtue of his Ligh position, from responsibilityto his
original politicsl supporters, and that, nnder the
gnise of some vain pretense, he is at liberty to go
over to his political enewies,  In every free connty
there are two great parties, and there is no vague
“oountry” to be represented, of which, under circum-
stances of apostacy, we often hear so much, standing
between them. The “country” is represented by its
political partics, naturally and necessarily. Some-
times by one, sonietimes by another in the adminis-
tration. The law, or rule, of the sway of cach is
found in the written or unwritten Constitutisn, and
when ong fails to reflect the opinion of the majority,
it is, in thenatural course of things, supplanted by ils
opponent, The ruling public opinion, in any given
case, is the voice, simply, of one party or another.
Under our Constitution popular elections decide foe
specific periods, and when s party s intrusted with
power, it is its right to administer the Government
upon its own thebries and principles during the term
for which it Llas been chosen. If, in
solocting  its sgents, it mistakes the opinion
of a man, vhooses one  to  important
station who is hostile to its views and measures, the
clear and manifest duty ol the representative so
chosen, if he caunot reflect the will of those who
elected him, is to resign his place.  No representative
lias avy right to set himself yp against his consbitu-
ents, He is chosen by them for their benefit and to
do their bidding in every case where they do not
chioose to leave Lis action to his own judgment; and
every just man, and every high-toned man, will obey
their will or surrender Lis toust, for he is nothing buk
a trustee empowered to act for his principals. The
President of the United States is no exception to the
rule. Fspecially is this the case with an accidentsl
President, stepping into the place throngh constitu-
tional provisions providing for an accidental va-
cancy, aud oot by the voluntary choice of the people.
It is doubly the duty of such a msn to consult the
wishes of those by whom he has been elevated
to bis place. Such a man exercises no suthority
but representative authority. And when he uses the
funetions of his office for auy purposs outside of ils
purely representative character he is guilty of moral
usurpation. Tle place he fills belongs to those whose
votes filled it. The individual {& but their agent and
spokesman, whose duty it is to carry out their will,
They are, for the time, the nation, agd their voice is
the natlon’s voice. The assumption of the individual
to disregard and oppose it, and to act in behalf of &
pretentious individuality, is & gross and offensive
olaims to rulership. It is born of that slavery te
forms and to despotic ideas which, in other timeo and
under other systoms, has 8o long held mankind in
bondage. Popular government is one thing; despotie
sentiments another. They have nothing in common.
But, in cases of treason to the constituency, it is con-
venient for ita supporters to assert s conservative
sentimentalism, which sees in individual defection a
prudential element in the system which admits of it
that deserves It is complacently
held to be a beneticent agency to preserve the people
from themselves. This, however, is but to add insult
to injury. The ideas of popular government bave
happily attained that development which discarde
this weakness, and holds that there is nothing im
such an idea but deference to a pretentions sclfish-
ness, and an interested support of a guilty avostacy.

These observations, it will bo noticed, have noth-
ing whatever to do with that constitutione! phass of
the President’s
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GEN. HANCOCK'S ORDER FOR THE RELIEF OF
LOUISIANA.
New-Onrceaxns, Feb. #8.—Gen, Hancock pro-
mulgated an order yestorday,

Treamirer haviog represented offictally the {ndebtodness
of the State to be such that, under the present Revenue

the debt be paid; and the Governor, in ax
T
Yuitges and all other Stato caunot o sl i thad

itures
by the Auditor aud 5
perfora thair duties

TRAGEDY IN THE MAINE LUNATIC

Avcusta, Feb, n—&w&dﬂ
morning, Miss Catharine H g
loe were left alono In the third hall of the :
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