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IRON AND STEEL.

i

REPORT OF MR, HEWETT, UNITED STATES M-
MISSIONER T0 THE PARIZ EXPOSITION, ON
THE KEW PROCESSER, HESOURCES, AND
PRHESENT CONDITION OF THE 1ROX AXD
STEEL INDUSTRY THROUVGHOUT THE WORLD
—~HOW ENGLAND AND FRANCE CAN UNDER-
RELL AMERICA, WHILE WE FRODUCE WITH
Ihs8 LABOR THAN THEY!

We are comprlled to omit those portions of
Mr. Hewebt's report which deseribo the specimens of ore
end products of lvon aml steal exhibited at the Fapoal
tion, and now proscsses eloployed in thair manunfoetore,
and the works at whicl they ave made, This i formn-
tion, thongl formiug the body and maln oljeot of Lis e
port, ls of fntercst only to those pradtioally engng d in
the tron wod stio) manulacture, oad s too voluliions to
be fnserted here. The following is the conclusion of his
report, and presents those general considerations rein
tive to the worlil's resonrves for the manufpctore of iron
and stool, apd the soeial condition of those cugaged in it,
w ol will intorest tho goneral readoer :

Vil PRONDCTTION OF 1ROV, p

Allowliz for the produstion lu arbiruts conntries, nud
wmething for the use of ""r"l" , il may be stated In
rouiod numbers that the production, aud eonsequently
the sonsmmptlon of the world has renched #,500,000 tuns
of 4260 pounds cacl, ox ol o poundds; w0 that il
he population of the W et Joedd  1,000,000,000, &
comsmption of s little over 30 pounds of lren per lie il
A carelil caleulntion, aft allpwing for the Iron ex-

sipted, shiows thet tho o imption por head in England
ij pounids of | " { .
yonihed nbo

ptl
¥y 1 per annimm, 11 brooglt to the
Jard of the d Btates, n Hitie less than 5,600,000
i per mim wonld snswer; or it 1 that of 'unce, o
Vethe over 20,000,000 fugs wenld be reqatvod— Agares 1o be
snepeasicd fariber by the steady inerease of popalstion
the world.

It will be interesting. therfore, to inquire into the
wourees of future supply possesscd by the nutlors upoan
“whom this great do st comwe,  Hwedon pessosses
o Chististie s nuppli 1 very richest and best kiuds of
}'Ium\'t are, but she bas no conl, and 4 beavy expense
o bransportation muast be nenrred in bringing coal nud
wre togedber, aud, ns a general role, it s found more
veonomieal to transpart tho oro to the coal than the eoal
tothe ore, The lmits of the manacture of iron by wivl
Lave luug alioe been renched, aud henoe Bweden can
vuly e ooked tons m source of supply of ore 10 olhey
countries possessing mincral fuel when their kron luines
nee o heavily drvwn upon,

T Huesin, alzo abounding In immegsnrahle supplt
e, there 18 a possihility, but pot moach prebabiliny,
minersl eoal muy be dive l“llwd to an extent suitoient
for ita own supply of fron. The produetion of chint eoul
ron s also capabie of sowe, but uet of indeliuite cxiei:
o,

The aune remark applies to Anstrin and the States of
tho Foltvercin, In Italy thera Is no conl, and heuee its
vieh ores are in the pame entegory ue those In Sweden,
valy fae less abundsut. Algiers abounds in ore. which
Lins to bo transported to the conl. Spaln e vich in ore,
nud 1as n enrboniferous formation on its northern borders,
bug ne attempts have been mndo to remder it uvatlable
1ur the production of jron. In France the prosent mani-
faoture of iron bs only walntatned by the skl of the -
vortation of coal to the extent of ever 7,000,000 funs, aud
of 477,187 tans of iron ore in 1843,

Iv Belgiuw, the size of the coal-field, the verticnl ehar-
aoter of the veius, and thelr amall thickuess, rewider i3
tmpossible that thore abonld be any very oopsideruble
extension of the business, st least If the supply is to
rndure for any protracted perviod. Already it is eatinuted
thnt Balgium prodiaces as much conl us France, two-t
as muoh a8 Prussia, and onc-elghth that of Gireat Biritalh,
and hal out of & conl-told only 97 wiles in length and 12
miles in breadil gt its widest potut, nud in veins of from
50 imohes to thrco foet thick. Delgiom is alecudy an
mrﬁrﬁm and although it s guite evldent that ot

be the scab of & possibily Jueronsing

wotal fodustry for years Lo comne, 1k hos BO PCsoUrccs

for serious emupelition In the sepply of the

increased quantities which the world will yet
require.

n guantity and qual-

+ but It 1s searcely Lie that lu the

o than supply bher own wanis,

®0 Inr as Europt Is concerued, sl

of supplying she world with iron,

afall. Tt has tein

1y one- total eonstimption

from w1 ngulmdau. In 1564 che

8 of fron ore, and only

tuus. A enrehdl suevey of the snureds

gﬂﬂm %ﬁm that

equate I g dnd
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<dde Cof the loc carbonn.
«mg In Scotlund would secm tm
ol of the businces s possible in
except at snuch higher pricos than sow prevail, The walu
h-unmu&oﬂma has he boen upon s blak-
Band ore, *and the development of 1ts iron Leade
has betn xlonsive with the explommiton of that fuueims
ninerat, followlug everywhere in the wako of
115 (Ason very, coluy bands are’ in ench smindl scpms,
wud of guch irvegular ¢ er, that the business would

woon langoish and be reduced IF ni u
them « The uuoi“ pommonly u-l ":J':
ke, 18 ow snbstant o, and the rliance i=

on seama of DO ETED _tha
Finckbunds®are notorfonsly lrregulay, and are not foond
waiform in Kuieas ; for example, the alrdrio blackband
u-«n?lu_ uhal!lporhou of the space ted fo it in
1he nﬁ?luw vonl-ficll. A notable exnmple of
va binckbaud is to be fo fn the alu'y band,
w liieh oecurs oceastoually in patehes of irregular thiok-
s, aoinetines six Inchies nnd somctimes six feet In

by -
1lbekmens | gl there is always somothing to mark its
lmu!fril nau_lc_Em alk the iron
sioues In A1l pottions of the conl-field are erratles  They
#Te permEtont thm;“ha’ : singniar
fact that we have Inall the :30 iron stone.”
Thin extract from w pajper Moow, the Govern-
g ) -h‘ha 1 Beotluud, lsmwade for the donble
wmrpose of sliow %hnn impossibie it 1s that therashoull
e any oonsiders in the snbunl product of

nereanse
Heoteh ron ul-hn‘lfnmm t to utilize the
v limited supplles of admirable eon) which exis! in that
conniry ; bag with the further objeot of giving some in-
fortantion whieh may be of use In the developient of thi
Wlmok] ores which have been reeently discoverod
in Sehay Ikl Copnty, fn I'bn::lum.ﬂw valae of which
o the ronntry can hardly be exaggerated, I It ehonid,
':.-:::a to b 1 gquantity and quality equal te its Hritieh
1hrg AU rematus upor the enst coast of Englnnd the
great Cleveland region, snd apondis west ooast the Car-
bocland orved benatite reclon,  The latter s now 3 leid-
o aboail Lahitw tuns of ore annum, taken from beds
of irvegular aliape and formation, In or adjecent to the
Huestone,  Thore are certalnly no shens of exbanstion yet
npparent in this wonderful distriet, but all analogy leads
s o dfm.':l. the pertanuency ef theso wregular beds,
formed o pockels 'u the rocks, withont wuy regular walls
o indicate their continalty., i, e extremely guod
apuality of this wre pid the value of Lhe ron which ﬁ yro-
advees will slways restrict its use to those botter purposes
Yor whioh & bigh prico Is paid, nnd uaturally withdrows
Those mipes from wny coipetition in the supply of 1he
govat s uf fron required by the world for erdinery
purposes.  Not so, however, with the Cleveland reglon,
where Whe ore exista lu beds of from elght feed to Nfteen
fret i tiackness, fu the lias or volitie ﬁ‘nlul"(lll. extend-
i wier & Aol of conutry forty twiles In Jength puid
ltecn mi'va in width, Thisose Is loan and the ?tuhl}‘ uf
g duferior, but by the appheation of & high order
1 A quality s produced  euiflcicntly
good for the  ordinary purposea of commerce,
and wt moeost below that of any other loenkity in the
waorld, The copseguence his beon thiat, sinee the erection
ot the ficat Blast furuaee in 1860, 125 farnaces have been
erectedl, and 14 mwore wre now in procesa of erection; 47
quiiivand & large nomber of iron ship-hullding
ﬂ?wutluu.nud citles have grown up with »
o 1] A o aslze that wenld strike even u Westorn
pionec® with surprire. The present netion exeeeds
@ tatlion of Tuns ‘p £ annitn, soed g s Aificult indesd 10
ealgm Hmits o its futire growib, Bat thore bs one
Vtntion which applled fo the whole question of the
produption of British iron, aud that i, Ber ablity jo sup-
11y coal on the scale of consumption already ey oud
104,000,000 tuns per s, Thia question lins recaived
1l serious atkmtion of the British Associstion for the
Advancowent of Sclcnee, sud Mr. Gladstone, by oue of
tovee gy cillpses chnreteristio of mon of gebius, hns
conplad extinetion of the untional debt with the cx-
Fanation of the supplies of fuel. evidently acting uudey
1 ldea that an honest nan oulrht 1o pay s debis whilo
his vapils 'R
It ‘,'.' p[pe;uu..u], bowever, that thore s still margin
P for the addition of the * Alubnims cluims™ to the
il 1 of indebledovss, withoat serivusly inturferin
y._mlg: & uf payioeut which the com fields nfford.
Bo Iaf uh production of ivon 18 ¢oncerned, and so long,
al lensi, as an{hhumm being vow In existonce may hinve
an (nterest in the ql““hm' e :mﬁ:ﬂ reason to doubt
wihy England should not maintaln ber position, as the
ROUTOR rgum wlileh oue-hall the required amount will be
ohtatned ; but beyopd this I do not think she can or will
ces, from the sutrinsie dificulties of producing the required
sy of wnaterinls and Tnbor, without an cuormons in-
s of coml, 'J'Ern m!l‘. thumtnﬁr&:rgal;n :o\;;'l;r g‘airf:
sency, which wsast be sappie y Lol
roe, !ll: shiat sonrce fan fml?‘mlhn United Bintes of
A miersea, for 1t ho other quarter of the globe are the sap.
pites of ore and coal suficlently large, or so reloted ta
carh ofber geogmphically ax bo wdmit of its production,
yoot madnly within rensonable limits of costs, Lu ou Ay
terues whiatover. Tk TRCE.
orR RESGURCT
The pesitlon of the coal measares of the Unitod Blates
sk sbs Ahe ddea of B ikaotle bowl filled with treasure,
v,o outer rim of which skirts along the Atlantic to Lue
Gull of Mexico, aml thenee, returning by the plaivs
whieh e ot the esstern buse of the Rocky Mountains,
prussca by the greal lakes to the placo of Doginping, on
tiie bosdors Pennay Ivanin and New-York., The rim of
140 basin 1 filled with exhinustless stores of iron ove of
every varioly and of the best quality. In secking the
pataral chapels water comonnication, whether on

the norlh, eust, ul& or west, the conl musk cut this
e talliferous rim, .11 torn, the lron oves mey e
carreed back to the coml, to be weed lu gonjunciion with
tue catbonlfe opes, which gre quite s abundant fn
e U [ t&l{mln sglanid, it Litherio
have buohy wnwronght, in nee of the eheapor
rute of pro ores he rim of the
fiow e nt'“'amu o River 60 ke Gtar o
frowm th L
Conorgin, & pe of one thousand wiles, bs found the
T range, traversing entire Rtatos in
£ o with this, in the great
Lanestone lies along tho margin of conl

110, are the brown hemntites, in saeh qnu:‘ldﬁu at soie

poiuts, ospecially in Virglnin, Tetmessce; & Alabamn,
B fairly 1o staguer the inagingtion. And, finally, in the
o oal bu’.:um is mi‘n urulumﬁn' e fuasiliferous ore,
Leglomug  In vely  Vidn RIEI‘I i
Flate New-York, i terulun in  the
#inte of Alabamn, 14 a bed 15 feit i thickness, over Which
tho b mzf it for mege thian 100 miles,  Boncath
s bed, bt nbove water Jevel, are bo be found the
Lol sk CEVORE WG ww;vmhyo
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art coverad with magnificent timber, avallables aither for
WiNing purposts or o ganulscitioe of chareonl fron.
Vnssing weatward, in Arkensas and MMacoind, is reaclusd
thnk wonderful renge of rod pxide of tron, which, in
monntaing ristng himdeeds of feol wbove the surfaca, or
i beds bencath the soll, cniminatos sl Laks Buperior In
deposits of ore which exciis the wonder of all behiolders ;
ani retarning (hence to the Atlantie slope, In the Adiron-
Aucks of Jew-York, is & vast undoveloped reglon, watered
by rivers whose heda are of jron, and raversed hy monn-
s wisose foundaiions wre 1id ujon tho sasoe materisl,
and in and among the eonl bods themeslvos are Tound
scatteivd deposita of homalite and fosslliferous urr:{
whilch, by their plutimit!v to the roal, huve Inangurate
the iron Industey of our day, Upon theso vast [reasures
the world may deow 1ts aapply for conturies 1o o, snd
with these the Inquirer muy rest contented, without fur-
ther question, for all the coal of the rest of the world
Lt Ly b ited withiln this lron vim, aod Hs sguare
1l mol QCCupY One uartor uf the conl ares of
ted States. With encli vast posscrsions of raw

e
s, we are nabirally brogght to the considerntion

maler

of the clements which witer foto the cost of producing

ivon in the United Btates as coupared with the olber
frog-produeing countries of the world.
BOST OF YHODUCTION,

Aud firet, the distinetion must be drawn between the

prodatetlon of » tun of iron nod tho oost 1y money b de-
fornined by price paid for the labor, The former Is the
absolute niid natuial cost, nnd s the puly just standard
of compartsen belwebn nutions, if national wealth is de-
fucd to be the amomut of eapital in axistence, poa
the amonnt of labor avallable for produetion.  The other
is the artificiad or acordentul cost, of wiich, Indved, we
iy Wke advantage In our biuying or selling, but forming
uo Just wtandard of eomparison in estimating the relative
cost of proluction in difforent countries There is a
dlfferonce, fumilinr to all o the Uniled Btotes, between
the cost of articles measueed by gold or by onrreney,
vu Bt for the thme, vosy to undersiand the

sk Jesstred Ly mwoney or by dey’s labor.
Ing the Yargest nnd most secessihie stores
ron ore, can produce o tun of fron with less
labut than any other Buropesn nation; and honeedt wil
e mwost profitable to institute the compartson of cost
wasured Ly lubor, first, with Great Fntain, In the
! L which 18 most favorabiy sitnated for
I tion of frou, the cost of producing a tun
of plg tron s sbout @ shillipgs, which, at the v ernge rile
of wages prsd aronnd the blast furuaed, s equivident to
1 days' Jubor—that 1s to sy, the lnhor of 11 men for one
dnv, 1t s possthle thind 1 one or two works this may b
redeed 1o 10 days, bt 1 othors 1t risos to 12 or 13, In the
Vnited Btates, the cheapest reglon for the manufuclture of
plz iron, w8 yel extensively developed, I8 on the Lebigh
IWver n the Be of Poipey lvania, where, tnking conl
wivd upe ot their actonsl cost of munivg, r!g iron is pro-
duced at an gvornge ovst of §24 per tur, W hich ropresente,
uf the present reie of wages, the lnbor of about 13 days.

ot when the Ivon bisiness is ¢ ahed nlo he great
valley which extends from Vi in Al wi, tho
Inbor of brisgling the coal aud & togothier will be

considerably leas than on the 1ol nd it s
safe to say Thot there fron ean e mod regtiired
quantity, wlen thoe svenoes of communicy :-_-y nrg ufi
[} '.-nl!_e opened, with ns Bitle Inbhaor, to say the lons
wr Lo produced in the Cleveland ey 1

Be'glvm, sud Prossle, each now reguir
penditure of hmman labor to prodaee u tun of bran
requived In Englind, there sio ne such pecniiniiie
dugtion, beonust overy year bhelr |
expensive, sl e cost of mi
raphlly than in England, in
eharacter of the vemns. Tlond
if Feanee, Bplgimnp, and Germany are 1o cumijw
Enghnnd n the open msrkets of the warld, the coti
o can o » mnintained by 4l avtnen! to inbor of K
lower tat vy O, 1o 5Th v another fuemy, the
greater the natursl advantages aeed by & country
fur the prodoction of lron, the Iarpor will e the rate of
wages patd to the workan; uodd this is found to b vierd
ficid by existing facts,

rotr the statement poblished by Sehuslder & Co., 8t
Jtoappears Lhat the nverage rite of &
1560, for the whole of the 10,000 wiot kinen empdoy e
great establshinent, was L0 founes por dny.
fodlow tubles of the woges puid In France and Eg-

Wik

A comparison of the (allos
frane puid in Franee, there s
in Eng NS
ment mande by M, Seliveidor (o e ol reyzot, Assi
lng m Hitle more than & ehilling to Wie frane, e Gd, ‘}-- r
duy wonld appear to bo the averago vite of wWages paid n
Euglavd for labor o iron works of ol keds, skifled sud
vpskilled, and tn no part of Engiand does it excoed ds.

A comipurison of the tubdes shows that the rate of wages
i higher 1n Great Beltain than in Belglum, and Ligher m
Belgium than in Pranee, being certaloly to the order, wid
nearly in ihe ratio, of the wataral advautages of those
cuuntries for the siwdurllun of bron ; and thie view js con-
firmed by the selllng prive of jron in the solive vout-
tries at the present thne, whet 1t is admitted on all houds
that there s 1o proilt to the waker,

The price of mercbant bar iron at the works

1a Eugland, fs........... 286 10 per (un,
In France. .... see B 0 {0 francs) per fun,
To Belghum ..oeeieennneses 70 (176 frunics) per tun,

The difforence between Lhe cost of French iron amd Pl
givan aud L'u.smh aalde Trom cost of trapsportation,
which is very :‘h{. Ia rompensatod the Lmport duty,
sehilehi, on iron fremn Kogland and pelum, nmmm.‘.fn

| sixty tranes por tun, Jndgwadentfy of iha lariff, <hich

ndmile of o eonsideroble jmparto fraa snto Fravee,
i wonld wot he poscible for the iron business 8o be u_:ummaf
on any consideralic seole, Jor the reeson, ai will be seeu,
theet the seopew ure drcady al e loseest poasible poind ron-
sistent seith the menienanee of Ko 1% in a condition
it for labar, the arerage envnings of all the worlmen,
skilled and woskilled, ewpploged in an ivim works, being ut
the rofe rif 845 firunes per day, of aboul 8 conls per day
impold; the greal mass, however, of common Libor re-
otiving leas Lhan 50 cents per day in gold. 1o order to es-
Ligpate the p\m-hmdng pover of this sum, i} I8 pecessary
to give the s of the prineipal articles requiced for the
support of (e, and for this Nri[ml lave selected the
degurimont in wideh Lo Crenvol ssltimted, os the propor
pk:laluy for comparisan, with the mate of wages there
Whenat bread....0.95 francs § b, egual Lo & cents in gold.
0 mt h‘eq

Rye bread.......0.00 oqual to 4 conts in gold,
e 0,05 frsnces # 1, equal Lo 19 canta in gold,
Mutton «e sl T Lruvies @ M, 10 156 conts o guld,
Veal. L o0T0 frames @ 06, equad to 16 conias In gold,
PorR..oocnvennes 0,70 frunce ¢ B, cqual to 15 cents iu gold.
Chlekins. . .......0.00 to 2.5 fes., cqnal to 20 Lo o, in geld.
Goeso..... J8.00 frunes, equel 1o 60 conts In
Trnieks. .1.60 10 200 fes., equal to 30 (o #0c. in gold.
Putter fraues § 0, equal Lo 90 cents 1o guid.

A0

Doset CEER. o ... 050 10 1,00 foa, equal Lo 10 Lo $0 o, In

oe mhk;!d;aﬁk.qml‘:n'ﬁ.z oy
s A ditre, eq ols u

 -TT. S woased 0.45 francs @ litre, equasl Lo 3 ote. § plut.
Fonse rent is eheap; a monll, ordinary, but cowfort-
able honsa, with a gwrden, renting for $16 par year iy
f"’d' Clothes sre also chieap, costing not t‘n!am than bulf
he price of simllar srtfoles o the Unitod Stales; bus
fucl i¢ rather dearcr on the avernge. 1t doos not require
wny very extensve abseryation in ender (o verify the
vhilpns eoncluslon deducible from the above fgures,that
the general condition of the working elnsses in Franes,

Troms 6 mntenal point of view at lenst, is dmply deplora-
ble, It requives the wtmost ARy om of n
Juborlvg mun, and (e unitgd Bibor of bis wife nbd his
clilliren, to keop lis family fo existence ; and itis the
fXCE rule and practies” for such a famlly (o have
meat but opes 8 weok ; und any ehange n this condition
of uffairs, luvolving m ehange in the remuveration paid to
the common laborer, would pat 1tout of the power of the
frov-mnsters of France to earry ou their husiness, in eom-
f‘ i with Belgivm and Edgland, 1n the alsence of &
g Larifl on smporta.  The existeree ofF the fron business
in Lrnee, thevetore, o a sationel brach of industry, sy
be sgodd b rest spmn the elemientary condition of gieing meat
onee a week ondy to the great miass of lnboreva who ire en-
goged in s prodmetion. I Belgion, substanlis]ly the
Batie Mte nl‘ affnirs prevaile, In the dispatel of Lord
Howord de Walden, the British winister st Druseels, to
Laord Stanley, dated Fohrmary 19, 1867, o the saljeet of
Bolgian industry, he says: *“The characteristics of the
Belglun  workiuam  sre  Kondiness  and  persover-
puce, ocombived with  gresd fotclligence iu
working  after models;  their  hubits -~ are  nor
o e Xpenslve us those of Eng)lsh artiflcers @ thelr dist s
wore nble, they consniue loas meat, and thelr bhrepd
15 seldom purely whenten or white in guality § rye, and
the chenpor quallly of whoat called * epeantre,” enter in
great proportion inte the eomposition of Lhe Jouf ; heer
and spovits nre both lower in price than in Eogland ; they
selidom use tos, sud the ciecory ool cotidsts B ver) eco-
pomical und wholesome substivite for cofloe. = < =
The system of sebools for infants from two o sven
yenre, and from seven to twalve years, ls very general,
inil & Bords great facllittes—the chililren belng esred for
—to both thelr parents 1o ogenpy themsolves o dally
pervice, and by eombined mdnsy to nmehorate the con-
ditlon of thelr famly. Tu nll these peapeets, therd fore,
1be necersaries of e being the base of wiges, the Bel-
gian enjoys Mvantages over the Britlsh workman.”
Frow our Amnerican point of view, these * advantoges
over the Hritish workman™ in dispeasing-with 1oeat and
tea, and m substituting eldecory for e, sud [ Bppro-
priuting the Lubor of both parents for u mers existence,
are pot 2o nw:-nnr. But we o nll“nllﬁﬂlmmgm by it
10 consider candition of the Hritish laborer,

11 lins Loeen seen that the natural sdvantages of Greal
Eritain, i the possession of ite vast stores of conl, sflords
a fond for the payment of bettor waxes to the laborer in
England than oo the eontinent, and the British workman
D ot been glow to pssert lis rights to all be can ?t.
and his physical condition is amdonbtedly supertor to it
of his French snd Belglan nelghbors, 11 he I Dot botier
Jodged, he is at least berter ted, nnd in the lron works it
{s probable that the workmen generally get meat ones n
duv. But, us a generad rule, the labor of the women sud
children s red (o erder tu cke ot the subsistenoe of
the lumty.“‘}n Wales women sre extensively coployid
1n the works, doing the lubor for which s man would be
regitired ln Americs, and earming ton lwnce to one

ling thres-pence per doy, or rethir less than hulf the
wages thint would Le paid to o wan for the ssme labor,
wlhicl they perform equaliy weil. - In Staffonishire, and
m the north of Eogland, and in Beotlnind, women aud
children are still extensively employed above gronnd
abont the mines, and aronnd the ecal beaps at the mouths
of thoxﬂu, ihe substantial resnlt of which Is that the
Iabor of the whole family is &lrmllrﬂl for the sam which
wonld be to its male head, If e alone lsbored for the
support of the fandly, of course at o far lower cost in the
resulting production of fron than wenld of lierwise be
posai ke, straining lsws Lave been enicted in Englund
of late years \u regard to women and children, lhoitin
the pimuber of honrs during which they may be employed,
aud also providing that they shall not e epiploy ed during
the tlght, except in certuln epecified easen But if the
women and ehlldeen were lllu?"lhr‘r withdrawn from
thure mnl:tlm. &x they are in the Unlled Biates, it
wonld not e possible to prodace iron, exeept st a couaid-
erale mlvance on ita present cost,

Pussing from the material to the intellectoal condition
uf the workmen i&rnn and England, the provision for
1he eduoation of ohildren is upon & very ted senlo
fndesd, and although thers are ereditable exceptions in
particular localities, mainly due to the enlightened con-
solepee of the wietors, the great winss of the working
clasxoy out of 1 ree eities are doplorsbly illiternte, In
the department of Baone et Loire, where the worky of le
Crenzol are sitnated, und where the most commendable
efforts are being mado by Messrs. Sehnoider & Co, to edi:
enta the rismg generntion, it appears tliat 30.19 r: cont of
those who were folped in marriige i 1868 not write
thewr names, and of the conseripts drawa for the army
frow Lhe seme department, i the sume yenr, 2451 per
et were unable to read,  And the sume statistics show
that, tuken as a whole, iu nearly two-thirds of France the
ninbor of thoss who cannot Wrte thelr names on ar-
Tiage I8 between the limts of 30 and 7 ;vrer oont of the to
tal pumber.  Thia deplorible stute of allairs hos, of late
1od to the establishment of schools for the instroction of
adults, mostly volnntary, u wlieh there wero fn st
tendunee dnring the J;mon yenr 57,6005 adulis, of whom
745,002 were wen, nud 52,603 were women, Of 110,609 who
could netther resd nor write on entering the conrse in Oc-
tobor, 166, 51,211 had learned to read by the 1st of apum,
1867 12,258 Inatroctors have given thelr serviees gratult.
wusly, and the whole movemont, and the sististios above.

&4 €0, 1 ve olds tho doptls of ignocaine Jule which the

eost determiined by the quantity of lehar exponded o the

working classes ""'."’",’.'..f.‘i""""d':'*‘}_'f‘" oarpeat de-
sire to cmerge frow it ( ypenndin

Earprise ms; e ¢ aprissed t Ip view of tha hl'*
{wah W “ul:rhlnr l: ﬁ%m.bmmmm
nreerem {0 our Own where
wueh ba:tlg'plld. The alfficulties nelalng from the differ-
anco In lsngnage wonld of themselves bo o !
tant (o un{ srtenayo cloigration movement ; butl there
Aro Ilmw';d mal:‘ :;ln .nolhur'la:.m = ml.! under-
slood, which te preven relle " bﬂ*llg
clissny this ., The law of “livret,” ms it
culled, Is peenliar to Prance, By ita terms every work-
man 16 compelled toobtain from the pollee i kind of pass-
book or regiater, in whieh Lis name, age, and pecnpation
aro insertad, snd which he most show 1o an employer he-
fore bolug taken into bis service, and no employer is fer-
mitted to receive mio Lile Works any workien upon w liose
“]iyret” ks not indorsed a fulldlscharge from his provious
ewployer. Provision is also made for the Imh;-:i; ut
upon the livret of auy indebtedness which may be due
?‘urn tt:u m-ﬂ{lml.n tc; Lo employer, snd his deh l-m:“
ore, followssthe workman GIignEe upon T
from plnf‘-&»*u. M'.hrnfx ﬁ Y press lorms, there 15
njlun*,q ) the Taw which would warrant the employer in
withholdlng s Indorsement on the lyret, yet in practics
1t 1% & restrilot on Lis freedo of getion to such no exten
that workmen emplosed in the largo works usually re-
main there permanenily, so that there (s but lttle chunge,
aund no opportunity whatover for etieal comnation
in strikes and tarnouts, The whole of this system Ls so
pecwinr, sud throwa so muel lght upon t wier it
dives to produce (ron at s cost which wonld not be Possi-
r}lu it the workman wore a free agent, that I have deemed
1t bewt to aunex to this roport fn ko wppendix () » trans-
Intion of a cireular Which was obtained from the prefect-
ure of poliee.

The morl eondition of men (s so dependent upon their
physteal und mental status that it is probably aniseces
wary for me 1o enlargs upon the ohylous conelisions thint
might be imferred from the fucts nhove reeorded: bot the
vonviction in my own mind was so yrofound, sftor u very
careful survey ef the whole fleld, that T deemed it my
daty to necepl un fuvition to tespify before the Trades
Union Commission in England, in the hope that a full die
cusslon of 1he physieal and woral eloments Invelved in
the organtzation of industry would resnlf in the ultinate

1 elovation of the working eliskes of Europe to such stand-

ard, ot lonst, ns would reader the conditions of competl
tion hulwcen our own eouniry and Europe more Just and
eruitable. Tt1s quite evident that in ihe effort to linmhm
eheng commoditics, aud to undersellonch other in the mar
kita of the world, the rightfol elaims of hunaulty have
toen distegarded to sueh sy extont that the reorganisa-
tian of labor in s colation te capital s feli by all thougbt-
ful et Lo bo an g ive noocssity.

1t cannot be that i of socloty 1s only 1o produce
vlehea, Thore yonat be moral limits within wiieh tha pro-
duction of wenlth 18 to bo earmed on, and theso Hodts
b con sl are belng so obvionsly trunsgrossed that s
irit of discontont pervades the entire ndustrind world;
n tho very conuires whiors this competition hns heen
frvsacd Lo e
rewmunerative though humanity eelf bas boen sacrl
Hewd Iurlta demnnds, & o

But Af, in eompari=an with the gople provision made in
o1t mnh#ﬂ' or Tha n“m n\l. n" r“--j'h!- L
mepts In Frunce apd Fugin
thie apportunitics for sclentifie
hi Frauee especinlly, ave of o fi
eiuta ¢harnctor,  For the goverod
s, Hilug out of tha lower rank
josis of 1raat nrJ_ll .|--|~]mi'-lf-f:f'_

L n&eTS

neatlonnl establishments of so tl COrse

Tespretive o {igenite na 1o exhnnst oll thafexpe-

enee and seienee can do for Lo prepon wion of englneers
and conductors of industey, The Eeole Centride dos Art

ri
ot Manufuotures at Parld, the Conservatoire Tmperinl
dis Arts ot Metlers, soventl laygn drral sehionlks,
L'V Voole Tmaperiale des :'u ts ¢f Uhpusies, L'Ecols Im-
perinde des Mines, 1 r-\.--nfnqu rhate de Canitinedce & Paids

the three eelools des Arts ot Milllers ut Chnfons, Ax, nng
Aungicrs, the Bohool of Mines at 21, Ftieune, {he S¢ howl of

':lw'mnklh'_‘ At Clises, of the Minlng Classes st Alnrs,
the Naval Sebool at Marsoillea, pre pll sp=tulne A hy the
Giovermment io the intercsts of l!iﬂﬂwr} ‘IIII| M eee,
andl gmve to Frengh ludustry that Inteligence, so0olior, »id
sXill, which, m the Exposition, extorted nolversal wdmd-
ration, aud the general coulession that Ma prodnets, evon
in Mnglduery nnd metnls, weie up to the bighest standard
of exeelléned, Binllur schools tn the United Sintes onght
o be the fruit of Ehe grgat cndowmont of lainls given to
the Mlates by Congrreas fof 1ho § ‘-*';‘-l'*!-m-'n of tustitu
tions destenied to teach mechaniend ThA agrienlinral sei.,
ones s gt bal it b fo be reevettod that, at the present
time, the npplication of this grant has ot bean sindireeton
e 1o soenre anch & resndt, and we st console ourselycs
with the refestion thai, if we ara deflciont in the higher
edureation necessary for the best tuduatrial developinent,
wio bave (0 N Imeasin Inln:l!-d ite place by n gencral
diffusion of knowledge, whigh, oveking the Ingeouity
and individuality of esch workman, e roudeped ot loss
nocossary than in conntries whern L tnasson are i jgno
Fanee, t it eanpot be disputed (bl this fndivideslily
nod Ingenutty iu our Ame ehaiacter will be more
valuable aud powerful when directed by tho highest
order of lutellmeees aid thoroughly (rained scdentific
leaders,

It s obviows that the g% o081 ratea for lahar, which
we have been comsldering, o Lad in sny one
branch of indusiy alone, bot o sziand to gll, na
Inbor, Uke water, mines seck o ger e ol 1evel ' cach com-
munity evned by the swipe laws, snd snbjectod b the
same ttinences, All artjcies ol ciluinerve are, -
fore, produced below theit norpal eost— Uil s, The ookt
whlrj wonld bo possible It the *mdamental lnws of
W menity vere not violatod i tho Cnploymeant of wouén
it < hildran, and (he payment of & rite of wages jo the
comimon laborer fundigonte for the proper sippart snd
enltwre of the famuly, It thos cemmoditios whick ve-
quire in ihe United Bales mare haman labor for theie
rmdumm than (s neccssary In Parope, where labor is so
nadequatcly pard, wo hve, gl s, no ot her inferest
than » senein] concern in the wolfare of the amaran raee;
but 80 Lar as ivon |2 concersed, Mo the Lect thal we can
prodaee it with we il cotsup tm.q: of hurmn labor as
any othor notlon In the world, the eaw Iedifforent. he
enmse there bs no absolute 1o 6 wgatth, nmd no nday
el guawrer in its prvadoction ;e rn ouly restiog to

discursed Iv, whether it ®ali o (uken on

the  gunersl mi*x--rr of A tiirs fol 20
favorably placed s tw Lhe oast of production, and by
positive legialation placed in the samo condition as {1

4

would bave cecupled with reforetice to forelgn compuedi-
tion, mms of wWeyes in othor vountries had nover
w thelr wsuinl standard,  We or i

heen
that the ot of making iron in K i, Belgivm, and
France, al (he yresent ﬂm, raries w"u 1. I:'M
fen, and &1 oddilional e ices fo puy its evel of !
faam in the sraboard of the :.'m-,z.-m. AY theae rovfes
;"‘l;'m”sz:ﬂn mmnww ol o

, i
n;a,mm vonaidy 19 he Snes, it
n " Liibeur frnd prod
m; ﬁ.’-"-.....:.’.. the  phywieal, m;ﬂ};mg,;"m
condit of the i | o o fotin iferent
slandond n{a— g‘"}"‘ . :: cowfares, and Yiehére. the

{:ﬂ o; femanefs 6F Aanon wofire

pro
copt In cinl enses, for which wdequate reasons
un e ﬂ-!:’n. The aetusl rosedy for this over pro-
5u:-tlm wonld be to withdraw the women

wa wie de, from this  elass of  indus
the production must be redogced, the rite of wiges ralsed,
the cost and the selling price increased, capital bocome
reipuperstive, and the ability te procire lron, wade
eheap by t1s adultoration with the ylolated laws of hu-
manily, be forever extingulshed. To what resnlt the
vneril diseossion which this subject is now recolving In
rope will lewd, it L« not cany to doetde ; but It s » cari-
ous plenomenon 1o lsten tu Franes (o the loud eom plalnts
which pre made sgmtnst the competition of Belginm in
the mannfscture of iron, nod, sieanger #tll, in England
to the same cotoplatnt, and the broad declaration that it
will not be posaible to do snything fue the education and
elevation of the working olasses without expoalng thelr
msnnfgetirers to pule i couseguances of the compelitton
with the worse paid wnd worse Ju d lebor of Bolgium, The
trnth is that e whole system ks false, nud pow, when
prrvcscd by Ahe oberuy, unla-t']';l‘l'-'. and eompetition of the
age 1o e legitingte restlts, humiity i m robollion, sod
there 18 8 e rul ory from all clnsses, Jahovers, ew-
ployers, pﬁluuunnpmp. philoscphers, and  plales
wien, alike for relicf, “The necessity for this reliel beootues
l-.n.ulull capparcut when the poor law retirns made g
supland are engefully esamined, from whivh it (s ovident
tliat there is anarmy of paajpers pressing upon the oeon-
ot of the common bavorer, nud striving o push him
r b0 abmost insensible line which divides these two
elasses from eacl othor. T0 i not possible that the laborer
should rooeive wore than bare subaslstence wuges, and
thore ean o no eeljed for his patfent suffering so long us
there are Lhousands who, dnable 1o sam any wagesat all,
stond ready (o Bl up every wop In the mmks of Industry;
ul to the honest lborer himself, standing on the edge
of this line, over which be s Hable st sny moment to be
forced into the ranks of paspetism, Uie snxivly wnd mits
erehla state of dnecartalnry for himself and bis fuonily
mnet e fatal to all rational happiness, andd b= well coabel-
Tated to deive i luto vicloos ddulgences sod Gem -
TULY CLOGARS W henover a bmnslent opportunily 1s il
forded, i o momentary rellef feom o conditlon of  Lope
liess nplsery.
Froto e returns miade to the Reitish Parlisment as to
panpertem du the mopth of Beptember, A, I 1507, it &
are bt out of s populntion of 19,296 0, dwelling In
i srea for which the returns are gande, H72,000 porsons
were on tha Nist of ppapers, supoorted Ly publio charity,
of which number 120600 wire In the work-houses, and
qam 79 were relieved in thelr own houses.  This Intter
rtion constitintes the army which sabstantially regu-
ates the rate of warce fur lnbor, ms they are ready, ton
grestor or Jess axtent, to take any vacant place whlch
may ofter (tself.  And thls state of the casg exista nol in
mid-Winter, but just after the close of the harvest, and
the returns show that the evll Is an ndvancing one, aa
thore ls un inervase of 27,591, or 23 per cent in 16T over
the correaponding week 1n 1508, And i study of the tahles
which are hervunto anuexed (Appendis L) showe the
Inrgest rte of penperisin is In the wanufacturiog, and
not in the agricultioral disteiets, b
By snother paclismentary return, which Is anpexed
{Aﬁqu-mlu L, it appears that the wvorage nmuber of
acliolnrs attendant upon the schools under Goverument
fuspection (o the yoar 1608 was 871,39 in England sod
Walee, showing this suggestive fact, that the
panpers recelving publie  rellet and  the cobildren
recelving instretion in sehools alded by the pubbe
tands, were about equal in number. This statement
alone, it other evidencs were lacking, would serve to
prove that the working ¢lasses of Great Britain bave not
yet wehleved the positlon In polot of edication sud social
ecamfort to whivh hutoauily Is entitied. Nor can It be
allogod thut this ia doe to any deflciency in the resonrces
provided by nature for the rowaind of industry. The cosl
andl from ore mines of England afford the ost imagnificent
fund 1o be found on the fuoe of the gloha for the almnd-
ant rerpuneration of the capital snd lubor engeged in
thelr developiaent, snd avery class ju the community, ex-
cept the ope ratives themaelves, hnve enjoyed a bountil
yetnen for thelr interest fu this natiooal endowwens, The
tandowner has boon Yurgely paid, not only by the voyal
thos dorived frops the minerals, but in the enonoous iu-
ervasn in phe value of the sl by the raphd growth of
!:puhuunn c::snpﬂ directly and indircetly in the wanu-
stnres based on thelt eonsumption, The capital ln
yoeated dn wanulactures in Great Britian has, in the main,
pea ped 0 wost abondant pewntd, and the genernl resilt
has been an accumulation of capital it the babda of the
bigher snd widdle classes uneyiuled in the history of

mankind.

That the working olasscs have uot been equally well
rewarded ia dne simply to the improvident and even ree
bl.:: nl":-?l' feinge ri fo nw“ut{rtjn 1 ll..:!.;;

n employ Ho u unlim
P conslderation than the immediate profit to be
derived by the caplial invested jubuskiess,  OF votirse,
the less tho rale of w the longer the nmmber of hours
; o Eoamaped
be ¢ of women employe
Jower will be the eost of dhe and the l’mn de-

eldudd tho
?tu.i-nh of tah-n
nig laws and s
j‘!el'llﬂl and manufactu
raru Iation in m reat area, In-
olnsse s, It was inevitnble the supe-

£

e atarsl resourocs of Greal britain suould bg uscd,

pnost By ts enpital has consod to Deoome

have been, ratlier to ernsh out forerm eompetition
king olussen; winl thia very ab
gn nations in bicir own markels

in rate of wagesin
those conutries , with tuere exlstence, reaot g,
in turn, upon the Inbor wourket, and compe HLg
lower 1" of wnges than wonld have boen re-
quired, if the afm of the nallon bad been directed to the
paymout of the compensation to its own
working classes, rather 1 to the controlof the murkets

of the world even al the expounso of humanity itself,
The walon of these wonderful deposits of conl uud
from, oa » fund fur the payment of adequate wages to
labor In Great Britair, is cquivalant to our viegin sofl in
the United States, enahling both nations (0 pay b Ligh-
et possiblo mte of wiges consistenl with the conseryas
tion of eaplial; bot this advantage in Great Britain haa
been deliberntely aud rheklossly thrown awsy by s com-
petiyon between the F.nlgliah nianufacturers themsol ves,
resulfing in an over-production, and compelling n steady
pressure upon the wiges c!nl;l.m. in order to keop up the
production, and secnre larger cousum don by lower
wivea for fhe eommoditics, It s a mistake tosuppose
%hnt this reduction m rrmx hus been cansed by tho cot-
petition of forcign uations with Gireat Britain, for wo
iuma soen thnt France cannot produce enongh iron for
jts own eonsumption, sud thst Belgium only turne out
one-tenth a8 wuch trok as Great Britaio, sod 1s thereforo
verned aa lo price solely by the tate al which Groat
Sritatn fs willlige and able to Purndsh the remaining mne-
fenths, If It were possible for Belginm to alter the ritio
of prodaction, sho wight o the loug run meke the price
for the totu] product; but it 18 sl ly ridionlous to appre-
hend, in view of the natural re of the two coun-
tries, that any such ehange can ever bo effectel,

Tie wmost futeresting industrial and sociul guestion of
{he nge i, therefore, the polley which will bo puraned by
Groat Brituin in the ndwioistration of its mines of eonl
and iron, And the royal commiasion, now mnking an offl-
etnld inguiry into the exhanstion of tie conl flelds will stop
far hort of the real scops of the question i1 it falls to in-
vestigate whether, by wise and nuftahlo resulations, the
snnual product of coul cannot be so regulated asto socure
& far betier rospuneaation 1o the likbor engaged in its pro-
doetion than it has heretofore recelyed. Tam perfegtl
aware thot sueh regnlnilons must necessarily ho restriet-
fva In their oharaotor, and, st the Hrst glanen,
will appesr to bo wt war with the commmercial

Wey of free trado  adyocated In Great Britain.

‘ory. hittle  reficetion,  however, 14 required  to
ehiow that by far the greater portion o the legisigtion of
all enlightensd naljons s necessortly of o profectivh And
restrictive chnraeler; and at this day no enlightoned
stutosmun woultndyocato the deliberate saeritice of locul
mdvantuges for the sake of any mero abatract theory,
wlhich mlght be ever so well founded in reason, bt fails
to be applicable In the presence of exeoptionnble facts
il resources, The protection of life, liberty, property,
snil socinl order, the title to lands and sersonal TOROTLY,
reat ontirely upon proteetive lnwa; and all provisions for
the proteciion of eapital and health and the establish.
ment of police nre so meny restralnts apon the natural
frecdem of the tudividoal § and surely legislation looking
to the wisost possible use of uational resourees pnd the
provention of the waste or wiap wication of the raw
matecipl upon which the stenetnre of the nationsl indus-
try and prospority and the Welfuro of the working classes
rest, 18 ot merely o nataral bt a nocessary siép in the
progress of Industry wud the development of elviiization,

Tu no conntey o 1he world are g0 many proofs of the
wisdim of this cnarse to o found as in the history of
Brttiah lewislntion tn reference Lo the working olasscs
duiring the last 3 years, The repeul of the corn lvws was
A wreastre of epunent protection to the working classcs,
relieving thetn of the Laxes itnposcd upon fo for the
Benetit of the lundowner, nud of the i.mlluwm-r nlon;
Peeangs the condition of thg sgricnltiaral lnborer couhd
net be made wotse, bt eonbd ofly Be improved by wny
change. Lhe senws of laws regnilating the omiploy mont
of wormen sud cldldren in fwetories sid DUBes ace Dot
marely highly reatrictive, but by rommoen w?.-ﬂuﬁ have
prodiveed the lnpidest tesults on the mornl and physival
coLdition of the work laswen,  The lnws pecoguizing
the legal exint af fricudly socletied; for the encons

vieemeut of bridting asgoetattony: the conversion of (he
weatsoflives Tuto avings bunks for the working clisscs;
W the grantimg of angnties and tife assggahes gnaran-
teed by the government of e working olasses, on the
pasugnt of s i porindtead Installments; for the
B ragetnent  of  eobporutive  stopes  anld wespein
for * partvierships of industey®™ In which the
wor kmnan 18 aliowed to have on interest in the profits of
thae sl ugss v ithout beapmdng lable as a parioos for the
Mot tho statetes authoriring tho eotablishic it of free
t 1 meesenins, by o vole of the
Iy lowWh, OF cily, colstitule »
i tuknbly proteetive, ro-
Live, nad enahl wrststently advecated und suo-
conss{uily « stablished by l’ll.' moat sagacions, llwerad, snd
plillanihrople statesmon of dhe prosast sge, ani resniting
in 8o marked an Improvement in the condition of the
working classes, necompanded with so declded an advance
I the rate of wages, that 4 bs scarcely  posalble longer to
deny, that the Nt step towiard seedring 1o the working
¢lneses wn sloqiate roward for thelr laboe In soeh logls-
Tatlot ax protects thom Srom (he evils which seciu (0 be
Inseparable from tle spirit of unrestramed competition
between natlons and between wen, which experienes has
shown to result in the utter diaregard of the worel and
physienl condition and soelnl welfars of the working
el saps, nuloss regulated by positive Iegid conetuont.*

This wire coitrse of legisInlion m..lt b salid to be bt
i ichy dpitigted in England, but the Intelligont olseryer
cutinot fall to bo convineed thit It will be duted In
untti all al privileges wlich integfere with tho nor-
il distribution of the of labor and eapitel will
be removed, The effect will andeabtadly be & rise in
wpges, atveady apparent; and (il resull is ;
ably u mattor of “"K coucern 6o and
tfll-fllllshul‘ Gireat Britain, wio fear 1t will deprive
then of their ulility te ponirol the markota of the world
#h they now do, with the products of thetr milla, Eui
thite v in reality no just pgwmu: for thns apprehension,
The disteintlon botwesn wapital wnd labor may, and
must, undoubtedly, be changed, but the aggregale -
eome will uel wn the avernge of yeurs reduced,
bocumse the controlof the fuel of thie  world, that s to
pay, of the mjrn-ﬂ! power wlileh has been an;;ed up by
Divine Providence soe 158 e, o in the hands of the
AD aot tace 10 Fisoge sl Aaneties, who dlons
Bave rednced prices by a compatition with ofter ustious,
impoastile but for {he prssossion of the mineral el in
#ieh vast quantiiies, avd for the violation of the natural
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H jlorable th
Finetand, without by auy possiility enubling them o
Eeep np sny effectivé eompetition ln the markets of the
"ul¥0I. for the supply of the iron rvquired for the future
progress, develupment and civillgation of mankind., A
Fise of 1eges in Poglond, theresime, will wol only be a blrgs.
ing to tha wor ks n of hat fo mlflfg it orf
Pt o, 0 Fow (b8 6 iy be poseitie to ¢ l'mlﬂ
wl all, bt seill be 0 harbinger of Hghl to the wipa
wiid wnhappy T‘ru!ﬁnl vosighout all lunids in -
man Wr{ noir doren by the effcets of British
wins it ion, ',.",',‘:.‘"f"" wuperior neturnl resowrees. Al
Lo 100 100s 0 #0 vo, and for humanity an umw
fict, that the agiintion and restlcasness wiieh ohy r-
120 the working classes of our wige ure r#mlu- appareit ln
Greent Britaln aud the United Statens, who sre unal onty so
far lu ndvance of all other countrica In the possession of
pwlurnl ndustrial resonroes, but who, from the habit of
free discussion sod prompl ohedience 1o the popular
voles, (the result of vonstiiutional governmont long
foree, will be moag ready to acevpt the conclosions de-
dueed by the stern logle of expericnee and foets, aud
wodity thelr logistation so s to conform 1o the just de-
mands of humanity whenever conursy in dise
covered sud mwade plaln to the comnpion ssuse of the
e,
¥ \\J:uun. h" veason of such legislntion, the wages of labor
in Grvat brltaty bave reachod their pormmal eondition,
there will no longer be any oecasion for px to consider the
guestion of proteciive or probibitery taritfs, bui in the
moan Ume, to the people of the United States, who, In
couseynonve of the lu'--ll.'ln!uu of » virgin seil, have ln
comparison with thelr KEnropean nelghbors suffered but
Ittle fromn vielmtiond of the fundamenial prieiples o
sorlnl aclonoe, \1wWo coturses are open,  We con cithey take
arlrinduys uf the winnaturully cheap vate ol which wwr wants
carne amd will be wipplied frwn abeoad, awhile the present
systen laats, ond by (hevinelng open aver ports to foreigm iron,

rehase Foreign labor af a | Loneer vivte than we are will-
iy W eedl ovee wien, e thus abandon o Lusiness which, so
Iovvig s onr prescnt vate of wages i mainlained, connol be
conehurted [n the United States even withow! profit, or we
cen binpose  oueh @ duly en foreign  drom ax il
wake wp fur the difference in the rmmm:tuif witges pod
for making a tun of iron i Ewrope or in this couniry,
less the expense of franspovtative, The decislon of
this question s mainly " of intereat to the working
clpsacs themaselves, and to the great body of e fariners,
Beenanss if the iron biusiness ks abindoned for the present
inthe United Miates, the labor now t'mltlu‘)rvd in 1t muost
In the malu take to the soil, aud s lareer yheld of agricul-
turpl produets be tnsured.  The stirplis a0 produced
st neek dis pncket g the opou marts of the world, and
the months that would have bheen fed on this side of the
Atlantie will wimply be Ted elsewhere, althongh not so
abundsntly s 80 generously. But it must be remem-
teredl Lt whalever miy be the price af breadd in Ewre
al Uhe works where the from will Ty modde, swwould be the price
which the same ratiwes could uj’aﬂ}h poy if ke iron
waorks had been placed swhere the gvain i grown, and that
the vosd of tromaportation thence ia yust g0 much dedueted
Frem ruhr which the furmer would have veceloed if the
grinin bean companed at home,

The guestion is one, wlso, which more coneerns the West
than the Fast, hecanse the loss cansed by transportalion
frow the Weat ia greater; and the final decision of this
great question shonld therefors he well consldered, espe-
clally with rofereuge to the poiut whether the saving
produced by the purchase of eheup lron and other articles
will eommpensate for the Lss culslled by the transporta-
ton of the grain.

It forma uo part ef the purposs of this report to deduce
any eonelasion on this subject, but only to slute the facts
In much form as will enable ntelllgent leglslation to be
cnacted, keoping in view the interests of classes, nnd
wive all the considerstions of lndependence, essential to
the dignity of the Amerioan epublio and the welfare of
mwankind, * Bt in the dseussion of this question, and in
the leginlation which may bo proposed (o meet the best
Interests of the natlon (o regurd 1o supply of iron and
steel, the brond  dlstipetion which exists between the
nature of the guestion e Europe snd the United States
must never be lost alght of.  On the contipent proleetive
Auties on Irom are fnposed Iy order to connterba the
supwerior palural resonrecs and  adveptoges of Ureat
Yirltadn tor the production of irow, sl not to seenro higher
witges to the labuorer; wheroas, in the United States, pro-
tective duties, If imposed ot all, are lmlmuw:m
our naturnl wlvantsges for making lron ate lu inany
partieular to those of Great Britaln, but shnply beosuse
the wiges of lnbor are ixed npon o more just and liberal
weale to the workmen In the nh: Instance, sud by the law
of cquuivalents to the whols Iillustrinl force en in
Lhﬁi great work of production, of whatever form and

nlure,

11 the fuels and suggestions contained i this report,
the result of hulf o vear of carefnl of the Exposi-
tion, and the know| which It enab min o Bedqure
fu reference to the suclal condition of the werking ¢
i Enrope, shiall in sny way aid Congress In arriving ata

adivious solution of these grave vam wo

any sid suck vared interests, and if, aa 1 bope, the ter-
rible evils of panperism shall be even for a thme, and
sy torever, averted fromw ourown eonntry by legisin
bastd upon sound, socisl, sud sconvmienl priveiples, [
shall rmtomfni the strauge and cruel misropresenta-
tous to which | have heen among the working
clisssen, in whoss beliwll wainly the duty coufided to me
":ﬁl;lml!ﬂlh?. l
ever ¥ may be foally adopted with references
oA mﬁm III%I!H.I profound sntisfinc-
Kene

thon, and eh ral mplﬁhlln.
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Gold has bean atendy, closing st 1424, after selling
at 142 and 1425,  The clearings at the Gold Exchange
Bank were $145,370,000, and the balance, $4.073,440 20,
T'he steamer Cimbiis, for Hamburg, took out §270,000
in specie,

Governméit alocks opened weak and lower, and
ull bids were readily supplied, The difference iu
prices belween buying and  selling were large |
throughout the day, aml the leading houses wore not
disposed 18 volieve timid bolders except at very profit-
able rates to the buyer.

The permanent effeot of impeachment upon the
goneoal buainess of the country is by no means sure
to be disastrons, but the roverse. The deposition of
President Johnson, and the acemsion of Viea-Prosi-
dont Wade to the Exeoutive chair, followed as the
Intlor would ba Ly reconstruction in the Cabinel,
would give the conntry & Government which wonld

bo & unit, in viage of the discordant eloments now

tralled

a gone
tlie 1

1 Hin:
Vica-P:

uitor

Mans., on
held

controlling the country. Under the new
thngs the material interests of the

vive, and :
‘the conviction

by the
literufad, The people
tako this view of the
discordant elements in the Govérument aro to
moved, aud stability and uni S
undar which alone commeres
Money has been more active, and
call hns Leen done at 5@0, --
There has been a good deal of shifting of call
and commercial paper
rates, nt bank und upon the street.
The Gold Exchange, with two d y
only, has concnrred i the action of the Boardsef .
Brokers in regard to an evemng exchauge. Evening
business is now declared to be a violation of the dm= -
ties of members.  Buch an assomblage can only Be
productive of evil (o all who frequent il, and the ae-
tion of the vjgions boards in diycouraging it is highly

com )
Ktate bouds wero irregular.  Missouri six per cont
sold at 106; Termessoo six por cont, now, were lgwer,
selling at 61§ ; North Carolina six per eent, 541. Rall-
way bonds were steady. Weabern Union Telograph
contivues depressed, Expresa shares ars dull and
lower, with small transactions. Adsms, 7}; Wells-
Fargo, 40i; Merchants' Union, 85 At the Becond
Bourd, in sympathy with that matket, they wers
stronger, with small offerings. Pacifie Mail was
strong, openivg at 1104, selling st 114}, The stock In
very sonsitive, and rallies sbarply on any attempé bo
purchase. The short interest js gaid (o
The railway shars market openad weak on
Contrul, which doclined to 125§, but on small’ pue- ~
chases radlied t0 127, Erio was weuk st the opening,
selling at 661, The balance of the lst was steady,
with few stocks offering.  After the board there was
improvement in the market, Erie taking”
\ling ot 68, Reading, Michigan Southers,

Yurth-Western Preferred, and Cleveland and Toleds
were inrequest and sparingly offered. At the 1o'clock
board prices wers stronger, anil the market closed
very firm. At the Second Board there was an improve-
ment in all the leading shares, Affor the eall News

']

York Central sold at 193] ; Erie, 60% ; Micligan Sonthe
ern, 014, and Reading, &, The markoet closed firbs,
with an netive domand for stoeks at quotations.

the quotations for Bank
JARE o Aerhoain |

The following were
s '..}1? l'glank of Noit

Noew-York...
Morchaots'
Meobiwics"

Hulton........
Butehers apd I
Nutlonsl........o. b .00
Morchauts’ Exchaoge. ..
State of New-York
3:\ 1
I
nd the follo

A
N. Y. & New-Haven 6s.. 95 1Del.
N. Y. Contral 6a..

direct ot 8/,
exchange is firm

$1a4lk : Browen, 0} ; Berlin, 73
The transactivus at the offies of the Assist- ™
ant Treasurer wers: Reccipts for Costoms,

000 Receipts for Gold Notes, $234,000; total Reeslple,
$1,201,900 60; tolal Payments, §1,858,256

(123 g <
Cloths, says The Providence Jowrnal, mae.
kel very fitm. The quantity of woods on hand verp
amall. Most of the large mills have sold ahesd.
Mauy'of the printers have few gray goods on hand,
and will have to come into the market soon. The
following are the salea for the past wesks '
56x00, The.: 5,000 do, f0x, Sieg 10,000 do. Sixtd, Bley
early in the weok; 5,000 do. 64x64, fe; 20,000 do. Six
04, Blo. 18,000 do. B1x84, Bjes 15,000 do. B1x64, Go. * Te-
tal 72,000 pleces. y

A proposition is eurrent to consolidate the interests
of the Norwich and Worcester Reilroad with those of
the New-London Northern. The Norwich asad
Worcester road is to be the connecting link between
the Now-Lotndon Northern and the Bosion end
Woreester, thus forming 8 very convenient passen-
gor andl tzaflle line by the Long Island Sound be-
tween Loston and New-York, The first usmed rosd,
resuseitated by the aotivity of business during the
war, has hecomo & regnlar & per cent stosk. It is
ouly 09 1giles long. Its Boston business, moderstely
large, was not equal to that dorived from its northera
connections through tho Woreester avd Nashos Rail-
road, The Boston, Harkford and Frie crosses the
Norwich and Worcester about 50 nides from Nor-
wich, aud is to connest with tha New-Lomdom
Northern at Willimantie, thusgiving & aew route to
Boston from Norwich aud New-London 123 miles
ahortor (han the present rounte through Waereester.

$L00, 052,080
Printing

and the Norwich and Worcester stock, representing
# cost of $47,000 per mile, sclls at 0@93, whild the
New-London Northorn stook, reprosenting a cost of
$17,000 per 1oile, sells ot 114,

The earnings of the Wilmington Southorn Read
for the third week in February were:
18080y BT5T00 | 1MOT........ 001,948 | Ino
The carnings of the Atlantic and Great Westemrm

Railway for the second weck in Fobruary wers:
900,354 | Dee......... 81190

for wook ending Feb, 23, 1558 : By Railway, 4,055 tonsg
Proviously, 1808, 75,555 tuns; Total, 19,038 tuns; Te
same date 1857, 39,537 tuns; Inorease, 41,100 tuna,
Tho nggrogate amound of exports (exclusive of
specie) from the port of New-York to foreign ports,
for the week ending Feb. 25, 1568, was §2,
The follewing correspendence, whish
itsolf, was recently sent te the Miunesotn Bennte,
which refused to print it:

srare oF MINNESOTA, EXEOUTIVE

BT, Paur, Febod,
The Hon. THOMAS IT, ARMSTRONG, Presidend of
1 tully transuit for the

for capital be made
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Sterling o quotet ' ¢
London (prime, 60 days, 110@1104 ; London (primel,

short, 6.1 @3.111; Antwerp, 5.17) @5.15; Swiss, 5.070@
5.05 ; Hambarg, 30@9% : Amsterdam, 41§ ; Fraokfoes,

ha Tnotyrer
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