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GREAT BRITAIN,

MR REVERDY JOHNSON'S LAST EXH1BITIONS—
THE CUNARD JOB—THE TESTIMONY OF MR.
BUHRNS — “THE PALL MALL GAZETTE"™ OX

PRESIDENT GRANT.
[PROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.] )
Loxpox, April 8—~The delay in appointing o

Minister to England oceasions some comments
Grant eould hear.

which 1 wish President
Among all our old enemies who for the lnst
six months have been Mr. Reverdy John-

son’s warmest friends, there is open exultation.
They say he is not to be reealled after all. Thatis
aot perhaps of much consequence, siNce they will be,
a8 usual, abundantly comforted by the result. They
say also that even if recalled, his recall after so long
delay will imply neither disgrace to him nor repudi-
ation of his professions and his conduoct. That is of
sonsequence, and it wonld have been well if it could
have been auticipated by the President, and pre-
vented by prompt action, 1 do not hesitate to say
that the retention of Mi, Johuson for & month o8
Minister under Grant's administration is a national
misfortune, 1t throws doubt on the position. It
permits Mr. Johmson's friends to assert, with
s show of reason, that the American  press
—and Tur TrIBUNE Fdllt'f'il\lI_\'--Illi.:in-j,ll'l.\st'llh.‘t‘
President  Grant's ju respect to Mn
Jolmson's attitude and his convention. They
soy, and I think they have right to say, that the
delay in removing him isan indorsement of hisconiso
as Minister. Of course, I know it is not so meant. I
kuow that threo mooths ago nobody was more ndig-
pant at the humiliations put upon his conntry by
Mr. Jolinson than Gen. Grant. 1 dou't suppose he
has in the least changed his opinion. And I know
also the reason alleged for the delay, the deplorable
controversy about the Tenure-of-Oftice law aud the
President’s reported determination to make mo re-
movals while that dispute isunsettled. But English-
men neither know nor care for such details. They
ook at the facts, They see Mr. Johnson still Minis-
ter—Minister for & month after the inanguration of &
President whose accession they expected as n sigual
for the instant repudiation of Mr. Andrew Johnson's
Fuvoy, They ehuckle over it, and when they and
Mr. Reverdy Johnson get merry together over their

views

wine things are said which I think President Grant,
if he knew them, would put & stop td, even at the
risk of coneeding a point in his struggle with the
Sepate. Defore this letter can be read in
America, 1 suppose and hope the removal
will have been  made. My complaint

way seem in that case to have come after the griev-
ance iz remmoved, but I will jendure that reproach.
The temoval now caunot do for usfwhat it would
have doue three weeks ago. The hands can’t be put
back on the clock. There is a month during which
Mr. Reverdy Johnsou Las had some right to say he
was here as the ropresentative of a Republican Ad-
ministration, He has improved that opportunity to
malke that Administration responsible for some of his
most odious and degrading exhibitions. This week
ke has been speaking at Newcastle, again repeating
his mandlin atterances, Liis assurances of an affection
that does not exist except in his excited fancy, and
of that desire for compromizsing just clnims which the
whole American nation has repudiated with encrgy.
President Grant onght not to have exposed us again
to that humiliation.

When, some time ago, the Corn Exchange at Luton
{aeseribed in o former letter as being in progress,
together with some features of the town and its
antique inhabitants,) was completed it was suggested
that the American Minister wna an available person
to open it. Accordingly the Tories, a military officer
or two, and the High Churchmen of the place, sent
an invitation in due course to Mr. Johnson, It was
of course accepted, A gentleman in town sent up to
Mr. Johnson a copy of Tne TriBUNE containing the
aotice of Luton, 1o which I have referred, as a loan,
together with other papers. Their timeliness and
usefulness were subsequently acknowledged, when
the remark was made by the sender that it was odd
thut the partica inviting Mr. Johnson were persons
who did not care anything for America, and had
been accustomed to rejoice in any disaster happening
to hor. At the same time a mischievous friend, who
Euew Mr. Johuson's ways, gave a hint that he should
be invited to open some Sunday-School of the Dis-
senting type, or perform at some chapel ceremony,
Of course Mr, Johnson accepted this also, to the eon-
sternation of the select party, who thonght they
had the exclusive privilege of parading a
live American Minister before the straw-bonnet
town: and they gave ont that Mr. Johnson
would uot come, This stopped the sale of the tickets
for the Dissenting Tea Party. Bat the clergyman in
despair wrote to the Embassy, and received answer
that Mr. Johinson would come. Again the sale of the
tickets went up, and a triumphal arch was erected in
the Dissenting street. (reat was the dismay of the
Corn Exchange party, who had pledged themselves
Mr. Johinson would never go to the Dissenters, Ou the
night of the dinner the chapei was crowded in every
part, when, lo! news came that His Excellency had
received @ telegram demanding his immediate pres-
ence in town, us the United Btates were going to
picces again, or some ether dreadful eatastroplie had
occarred, requiring Mr. Johnsou's immediate atten-
tion. The Miuister was put into a piivate carriage
and driven off from the Cern Exchange to the rail-
way station, and the Dissenters, like Lord Ullin and
hiscongregation of tea-drinkers, were * left lament-
ing.” Mr.Johnson's invitation to Neweastle-on-Tyne,
where he haa this weck appeared with a loguacity
surpussing all previons efforts, is still more peculiar.
The Liberals had an avowed disinclination to the
invitation, whiclh was got up by the Tory section of
the Town Council. The Nurthern membaors of Par-
liament made no secret of their aversion to the pro-
eceding, This wos so well nnderstood that the
Mayor wrote Mr. Jolnson & Jefter which was sug-
gestive of the vislt dropping throogh. Mr. Johnson
bad the sagacity to see the purport of it, and indi-
cated that the invitation might lapse. Secarcoly
three woeks ago The Newcastle Chronicle, edited by an
iufloontial member of the Council, stated that the
visit was of. It came on again through a Mr. All-
hiansen, the proprictor of some chemical works which
he wanted to show to Mr. Johinson, and who is also
concerned in some schemo for running steamers
from Newcastle-on-Tyne to America, from which he
hopcdl to obtain some advantage throogh Mr, John-
son's influence. He wrots a pressing letter of invi-
tation, offering Mr. Johnson the hospitality of his
Louse, and as Neweastle has historie repute for the
geninl entertaiument of strangers, and is witbal a
very interestivg place, both picturesqnely and com-
mercinlly, to sse, it was an invitation which a visitor
might naturally be disposed to acoept, and which
Mr, Johnson did accept. Thus brought into the
town, the old question was revived of paying him
official attontion, aud as Newcastlo never docs thess
things by balves, a great display bas been made—
both of and by Mr. Reverdy Jolnson.

The report of the House Committes on the Cnnard
job bas at last bheen printed, together with the evi-
dence. The Committes, by a ruajority vote, recom-
mended that the contracte should be canceled, but
the adjournment of the House for the lhstﬁ 'Imli-
duf provented the taking a vote on the report,
nntil after the date within which the mntra.ct;
became complote by lapse of time. Had the vote
been taken thers can be no doubt the job would have
been repudiated. Not only is the evidence over-
whelming, but the Government, after some vacilla-
tion bad at last made up their mind to throw over
Lthe contract, as too bad to be defended. The dif-
sulty is, they did not decide soon enough. The
Anterior history of the bosiness is one which I should
e glad to relate, and which the public has hoth a
right and an interest to know, bat I am precluded
from stativg the fucts by asubsequent reguest of

my informant to regard the conversation sa confl-
dential.

The report itaelf, and the evidence, fill 196
folio poges. Bome of the testimony is of & VEry
remarkable charseter. I may say in o general
way that it confirms and more than confirms
my own statements made at considerable length
in a former letter. The evidenco most dam-
aging to the Cunara Company is that given by Mr.
Burns, one of the partners and managers of that
company. 3 :

Mr. Burns commenced his testimony by stating, in
n mnjestic way, that he did not intend to come before
the Committee at all, but fAnally, out of !'enth-ul to
them, had eonsented to appear. T'his eflurt to put
the Committee under o sense of obligation, did not,
however, succeed. The Chairman replied quietly—
thongh his reply is not in the printed evidence—that
the Committee desired Mr PBurns’s evidence, and
thiat if be hnd refused to como they should have sent
for him. I beliove he did not say send the Sergoant-
at-Arms; but Mr. Burus, like all others present,
understood what was meant, and he became ocom-
paratively docile. The incident is only worth men-
tioning as an illustration of what an Englishman
would call the very swell stylein which the Cunard
people treat the Government and their other patrons.
Mr. Burns then proceeded to testify that this Cunard
Company consisted of Bir Edward and Mr. William
Cunard, Messrs, MacIver, his brother, and himself—
that these six or seven individuals were the sole
Donbtless the Committeo folt a sense of

partuers.

relief on discovering that this  association,
heretofore surrounded with a kind of nwful
mystery, was ouly human. Then came an

account of tha new “alliance” entered into
between the Cunard and Inman Companies, which,
said Mr. Burns, had been * fighting” each other for
twenty vears, The Cunards had all along had enor-
mous subsidies, Inman had had none, but old arrange-
ments were broken up, the Post-Office in 1868 showed
a disposition to treat with the Inman Company on
the same terms ns the Cunard, and then a flow of
light broke in upon the mind of Mr. Burns. If, ho
said to himself, we cannot have a contract by our-
selves, let us have it with Inman, and with him
alone. In that way we can ot least koep out those
dreadfnl  foreign” companies. For it appears that,
spite of subsidies and jobs, the Cunard Company wna
inabad way. “Foreign compatitors had come in,
being under no British roles, and had so catenin
upon our servico that we were obliged for our com-
mon preservation to make common canse.” Bo
Cunard and Inman strock hands, They made a joint
offer to carry the mails for £150,40 & year. The
Government declined. Then Mr. Burns went to
London to see what eonld be done, and he finally
assented to the offer of £105,000 becanse * thero was o
greater advantage than the mongy in that contract,
which was that I was enabled by this nogotiation to
coment @ commarcial friondship with Mr. Inman,
which I consider of more value to him and to us"—
meaning, of course, that they hoped by a eoalition
to drive the * foreigners” out of the kingdom.
Mr. Burns was then asked ns to the Tuesday
service, which formed ome part of their tender, At
first he protosted agninst the Tuesday boats being
called * slow eargo boats,”” but in the end he had to
admit that they deserved that nams. *“The Taesday
servico,” he said * was never contemplated to be a
service of snch great excellence or such great speed as
the Saturday service.,” Asked whether, even now
in the event of the mtification of this very contract,
procured on the strength of an ofter to earry the
Tunesday mails, he meant to make the Tuesday ser-
vico as good as the Saturday, Mr. Burns said No.
The Tuessday mails are to be carried for eight years,
apparently, in such tubs as the Tarifa, the Siberia,
and the Samaria, He justified the payment on the
ground of tho extra expense incurred by calling at
Queenstown, but presently had to admit that the ex-
pense of calling at Queenstown would not oxcesd
£10,000 a year, while ho received £35,000 for it, and
moreover that these Tuesday vessels had called and
would call at Quosnstown for passengers, whether
they took tho mailsor not. As aspecimen of the
way in which Mr, Durns sought to fence with the
questions of the Committee, take the following dia-
logue:

Q. Do yon not send boats fo Quarnstown that do not
carry mails! A, All the slups that go to America now
CATTY mnlla,

Q. Do all your anips onll at Queenstown, then? A. Yes,

all of thom, because Lhey all oarry wails.
Q. Every sulp that you send to Americn earrics mailsl

A, Yos,
©. DI all your ships call at Queenstown in tho year
18641 A. Yo, ull of them,

Q. Did they ali then carry wallsl A, No, the B (slow
onrgn) nl:ulm did not earry toalis,

Q. But they called ot Queenstownl A, They called at
Quesnstown,

Of first-clnss vessols Mr. Barns admitted they had
but six in their whole fleet, yet he testified also
that to keep up one eflicient mail servico weekly
eight or nine were required. He swore that thelr in-
structions to commanders enjoined upon them always
to stndy safoty before speed, but did not say whethor
this injunction had applied to the recent race be-
tween the Russia and the City of P'uris. The contra-
dictions in hia extraordinary testimony are so
numerons that [ ean only select here and theroa
sample. Mr. Seeley asks if, without n subsidy, the
Company would not still dispateh their ships at fixed
periods, **No,” replies Mr, Burns, blootly, * that de-
pends entirely on trade requirements.” A few min-
vtes later the question §s repeated : ** Bupposing yon
hiad no subsidy, sbould you run stenmers regularly
tothe United Btates throughout the year if you did
not carry the mail bags?’ Answer—"1 hope so
“Yon intend to doso, do youl” Answer—" Ye,
Sully”

The Committeo were naturally interested to dis-
cover how it was that foreign companies which had
no subsidy shonld be alile to *' get into” the Cunard
80 aa to drive it iuto an alliance with Inman for sell-
preservation. Evea the ingenuity of Mr, Dnrus was
taxed to supply reasons. IHo talked vaguely about
Bourd of Trado restrictions to which English com-
panies were subject, and from which foreign com-
panios were exempt. Then came this dialoguo:

Q. llnlli“ 1 :lelldnrﬂlood 1;I.‘;]m:l to say that It wonld
soarcely bo possible for you 00U s you are with
thissubmidy ) A. Car:al’;ely‘ & i i

And Mr, Inman wus of your opluton? A. Yen,

And therefore you coalesced together? A, Yes.

Agniust the ofher pteamship compaules? A, No,
Dot lﬁnimt the ether steawship companles.

Q. But in order to presorve your position 1 A. Yes, he-
eauss we found that our own country was uot supporting
us sgalust forelgn aggresaion !

Because, in other words, the Government donbted
whether to go on paying enormons subsidies to en-
ahle the Canard Company to compete with * forign”
lines, which, withont any subsidies, were building
better and faster ships, and so, naturally, attraoting
every year more passengers, The colloquy proceeds:

Q. You mean that they were getting the goods and
peugeral A. Not so m%uh goods ne paskengere.
wus one of the great causes which Lrought ﬁ:. I
and miulf together.

Then, what was simply your motive for coaleseing
A. It was simply a matler of self-

hat
ninel

with Mr. Inwant
prescrvalion.,

That, at least, was an honest, though humiliating,
confession, Earlier in lus examination (pp. 111-112),
Mr. Burns had stated that they were in close
compotition with French lines, and German
lines, but that it wans the German lines who
were * eating in upon our trafic” most of all. Now,
he stated a Lalf hour later, that the French lines
affoct him by abstracting enbin passengers (ss if
cabin passengera to Amerien were the natural prop-
erty of the Cunard Company), and when asked if he
6 also injured by the North German Lloyd and Ham-
burg lines, auswers: * We may be infured by a policy,
bat it is impossible to say with regard to those com-
panies”—the same companies which shortly before
he biad deseribed ns foreign nggressors, who ate into
the Cunard, even more than the French line.

1 think anybody who takes the tronble to follow
Mr. John Burnsa little way throngh the winding
eourse of his evidence, ean have no difficulty in com-
ing to a conclnsion on the merits of the case. The
North German Lloyd and Hamburg Companies have

built within the last vwo or three years some 12 or 13

very fast ships, They are admirably managed, and
in their attention to the comfort of passengers they
have greatly surpassed the Cunarders. Passengers
have found out the facts, and are crowding the Ger-
man lines, The Cunard Company have built no new
vessels for two or three years, and only two since
1864, They have, in all, but five first-class ships for
mail and passenger traffie. On thelr own showing,
eight or nine such ships are requisite for & single
weekly service, To support their failing line, here-
tofore enormonusly snbsidized for ono service, they
have obtained n fresh subsidy of £70,000 & year
for cight years on tho pretense of carrying two
mails weekly by a fleet insuficient  for
one service. The job, shameful as it is, has just
escaped being repudiated, and in gpite of the evi-
dence now published, the Company will fatten for
the next eight years on money plundered from the
Treasury for a service they will not and canuot per-
forra. It is unpleasant, but things have been 80
menaged that there 18 no help for it. Mr. Sceley siill
hopes to secure an alternative penny postage on the
systom I explained in my last letter, but he is hope-
Jessly beaton in his strnggle with anodious monopoly.

It may interest you to see what kind of mmlfni-
tion is furnished to enemies of America py The New-
York Nation, and what use they make of it. The fol-
lowing is from to-day'a Pall Mall Gasetle, which, after
charging bribery upon Gov. Fenton, says:  /

“Rut still more striking elrcumstances are stated
affecting Gen, Grant himself. They are told, not l.'l{ an
enemy, but by » Republican, in the eolumns of The Neso-
York Nafion. He says that the President nominated Mr,
Stowart to an appolutment ‘the ds; after ho had pre
gented Gen. Grant with a check for $45,000, for a honse

{yen to hun by & number of gentlemen, of whom Mr.
glnwaﬂ- wasone.'! Another of his nominees, Mr. Borie,
subsoribed for the purchase of n horse for Gen, Grant in
Philadelphis. *Gen. Grant's avowed determination,’
enys the writer, ‘ to bestow s number of vuluable offices
upon his snal frionds 8 not wise or just. He met-
tions one or two other Justances, This is not corru ption
on the part of the President, but it 18 very remarkable
{odiseretion,”

The malicious ingenuity with which facts in them-
selves innocent are wronght into an accusation
against President Grant could not ensily be snur-
passed, The indecency and untruthfulness of the
libel may fairly, perhape, be divided between the two

i G. W. 8,
guilty journals. £ | T L

FRANCE.
THE NEW TRIUMPH OF VICTORIEN SARDOU-—TIIE
FRENCH THEATER.
[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.|

Pams, March $0.—Of the many stage {rinmphs
Victorien Sardon has won, this last of the Palric is
the greatest, as both to him and the public it is the
most honorable. The subject is grander, the senti-
ment nobler, the treatment larger and more vigor-
ous, than 1 auy of hisprevions works. It is an his-
torical drama—a tragedy, as we say—not classic but
eminently heroie, Reviving, though withont the
alightest tonch of imitation, the traditions of Vietor
Hugo and Dnmas, it is fit that it should be brought
out at the Porte Bt. Martin, the scene of ther tri-
nmphs, restored now from 1s prodigal debauchery of
log picces and Bengal lights to the legitimate drama.
It is worth noting, by the way, as a rather singular
festure of an historieal drama of the romanticschool,
thnt Sardon has managed, without apy forced rostric-
tions, to limit @ real unity of metion within 24
honrs and the walls of one city, The city ls
Brussels, under Alva and the Council of Troubles, in
1570, The tragedy has for its historical base a con-
spiracy of the patriots still remaining there for the
overtlirow of the Spanish rule, in the execution of
whichi they are to bo mided from withont by the
Prineo of Orange, who lies near one of the gates
awaiting their signal for attack. Theplotis revealed
to Alva by the wife of one of the chicf conspirators,
for the sake of destroying Lim and saving snother,
his friend and her lover, The eharacter of this per-
gonage hins been criticised by somo ns ununtural;
but remembering that she is young, Spanish, pas-
sionately in guilty love, and that her Lusband is old,
heretie, and as sbsorbed in passionate love for his
country and liberty—seeing withal that Fargueil, the
first actress in strongly emotional parts now on the
stage, and it does not appear unnatural.

1 wilt not attempt to give here an annlysis of the
piece. 1t would be bat a skeloton at beat—Dbut the
bones of the banguet that thousands crowd to nightly
at the Yorte 8t. Martin, 1 e=peak of it all rather for
the suko of introducing @ fow words about the
guests. Here is the most popolar play of the season.
T'o pecure & good seat in the Louse yon must take it
woeks in advance, or pay an extravagant price for it
to the specalators. The superior art of the three
principal actors, the satisfactory porformance of the
least rolea, the aduiirable mise en scene, the tableaux
and piecly harmonized stage effects of all kinda
{which, it is said, are almost as much of Bardou's
authorship as the libretto), doubtless contribute for
a largs part to the attractiveness of the drama. Dut
these are but the proper means, and always kept sub-
doed to their logitimate end of illustrating and com-
pleting the expression of its leading sentiment. Thia
sentitgent, indicated by the title of the work, Pafrie,
is patriotism, not Chaxrinism—not “our covntry,
right or wrong,” but our country right, with its
rights, civil and religious liberty, And s often as—
and this oceurs very often during the five acts—
this sentiment is emphasized by a striking situation,
by generouns words, or by sublime acts of macri-
fice, thero awells  the multitudinous  applavse
deep, loud, and long. The eritics, too, the Mondny
fenilletonists of the evening and the morning—though
among them Sardou connts & number of intimato
enemies and mortal friends—are singulurly agroed
in his praise this time. The fow discordant notes do
but enhance the general encomiom; they are sounded
only by two or three inharmonions Government or
Chureh organs. It has for s long time been n
favorite, slightly justificd amusement with some
malicions few to search for and discoyer or in-
veut plagiarism in each new play of Sardon's writing.
The right long since coneeded to Moliere, 8hakes-
peare, and the loss wealthy poet, to take thelr goods
where they find them, has been denied to him ; and
essentind or accidental similarities between anything
in the fable or phrase of one of his comedies, and any-
thing picked or stralned out of one of Edgar Poe's
or of some lessor writer's atories, were paraded ae
corpus delicti, proofs of large-lunded robbery. With
modest inconsistency, these pitiful dotoctives while
insisting on the vol manifest, always equally insisted
on the excessive ingenuity of the plagiarist in dis-
guising the manifost theft. One of these snbaltern
literary polico wade n long report in the Figaro last

week, the object of which wns to show
that Patrie wos little more than a
French ‘version of a lbretto written long

years ago by Camerano for an opera of Vordi's, which
could not get played, By the dotectives own show-
ing, the resemblance was exactly of the same kind,
and speciflcally much the same as that which Fluel-
len discovers between Macedon and Monmoth, De-
precating any intention of being disagrecable to the
plagiarist, ho signs himself Inconnu, the Unknown.
Sardou, who has, if he chooses to turn it that way,
o talent of writing for the press quite ns remarkablo
us for the stage, smashes the argument and its author,
with & gravestone, as it were, and epitaphs on it, in
a letter addressed to the dramatic editorial critie of
the Figaro as follows: * Here i my anawer to the
strange lotter of your Inconnu: 1 never did read or
seo the Italian opern he speaks of, nor does his brief
analysis of it provoke noy desire fo. I will not do
this charge of plagiarism the honor of refuting it;
that is an office admirably performed by the Inconnu
himself in his comparison of the two pieces. Tosave
Lim the troubls of further search in Camcravo for
details of the conspiracy, I refer him directly to
Hooft, History of the Low Countrics, Vol. L, p. 165, It
is much more interesting and wore instruotive read-
ing than the Italian Kbretto.”

To retorm to the drama, and its reception by the
French publie, Without exnggerating the intrinsic
literary and moral value of either, the two taken to-
gether—such & suceess of such a play—are hopeful
and poteworthy gigus aud substautial proof of the

awskened, advancing new spirit of the time. Watoh-
ful of that spirit, intelligently and by unconscious
instinet sympathetio with it, Bardoun, who is inno
sense a politician or reformer, but par excellence in all
senses, and by trade a playwright, writing for the
popular stage and snccess for the day, rises, with the
new day and the resurrected public lifo—the revived
political vitality of the French public—to a higher
theras and a loftier style than he dreamed of, thonght
of, cared for, desired, or dared to venture on ten years
ago, five years ago, two years ago. In thoso years,
even if the censorship Lad permitted the lstter of
Patrie, the audience hud not accepted, and assimilated
to their own, its spirit.

Tho ngo and body of the time—his form and pres-
ence being mirrored on the French theater with a
degree of fidelity unapproached by onrs, where pieces
and nctors are mostly foreign, merely entertaining,
not representing nor occupying us—the stage here
is all the world in epitome—offers at least a miero-
cosmic view of the great public'’s taste and senti-
ment, Tried by the theatrical standard, these have
undergone a ereditable change of late. There is not
now, nor has there for some time been, in Paris, any
of those garish spectacles whose principal authors
were the machimst, ballet-master, and undress-
maker—the so-called literary collaborator subordina-
ting his brains, with due appreciation of their worth,
to the legs of the troupe. It was just at the Porte
8t. Martin where these had such vogne, but where,
at last, it is comfortable to know that the finest
work of them, the Biche au Bois, at last ruined Mare
Fouriner; that Felix Raphael inaugurated his man-
agement last Antumn with the drama of Cadio, &
literary work drawn from one of George Sand's, or,
aa that lady aotlior now more femininely signs her-
self, Madame Lina Dudevant Sand. Not deterred
from his purpose by the very moderate pecuniary
success of this first attempt, M. Felix, in his reform-
atory efforts, has now secured his reward in Pafrie
1t is no offense to Mr. Raphael Felix to say that he is
not a fanatical moral reformer, nor that his literary
tastes and acquirements are inferior to those of Maro
Fouriner, who has given reputable proofs of hia
quality in both those kiuds, But he is a very shrewd
dealer in theatrical goods, and aims to furnish snch
a8 suit his customers, and so draws them in nightly
crowds to his house in Paris with legitimato drama,
a8 he drew them in nightly erowds to his London
last yoar with the bold bouffoneries of Mlle,
Schneider,

Slie, being really a very olever actress, still draws
at the Bouffea in the Iira, Offenbach’s last musical
drollery, 1 think it will be his last in that kind,
with which he and his imitators have nearly satiated
the French publie.  He too has ambition for better
things. Vert-Vert in having a good run at the Opera
Comique, and is admittod by critics and public to be
in sdvance of his two previous attermpts to composo
for that house, Now he is in negotiation for a five
act libretto, a Grand Opera, with Sardou, who, it is
snid, has also received proposals from Verdi to
librettize the Patrie for that composer. Nor is this
the end of the trophies of Victorien, the Victorious;
the Brossels folks are proposing to present him with
the liberty of their city, and Bolgians resident in
Paris are gotting up a subscription to offer some more
substantial token of honor to “s great writer who
lias prodaced a groat work that will show all Franco
what kind of men those are whom certain ones would
make Frenchmen of to rob them of their past for the
benefit of the history of Francs, The name of this
writer is S8ardou, The title of his drama is PaTmie!
and this country is ours,” and so on through several
slightly emphatic, but earnest paragraphs, runs the
patriotie call of the organizer of the subacription to
his compatriota living in France, who do protest
aguinst the *agglomeration” of thewr free little
Belgiom to Napoleanized, great France.

Althongh it was performed for the Inst night, La
Famille des Guevr deserves a"word in this connection.
The subject of the pioce Is drawn, like that of Fatrie,
from the history of the Rovolt of the Netherlands.
Its two authors, Messts, Jules Claretie and Petrucelli
della Galting, both of whom have made themselves
honorable places in other departinents of literature,
are novices in dramatic writing, Iv plot, dialogne,
gituntions, and all stage effects, it in far inferior to
the work of their long-practiced skilled rival, but in
sentiment koepa the same high level, breathing the
same lofty spirit of devotion to country and freedom,
After n fair success at tho Ambigu Cemique, it gives
way to Vaulrin,

This comedy of Balzac’s was brought out and
played for the first time on the 14th March, 1840, On
the 15th, it was put under interdict by the muthori-
tiea becanso Froderick Lemaitre, then in his prime,
had got himself up for Vautrin in a guise that was
“too sarcastical” for the then reigning monarch,
What made it worse was, that the malicions pabhe
and the suspicions minister both fancied they dis-
covered in the character as well as in the appearance
of Vautrin some traits of resemblanco to Louis
Philippe. Lemaitre resumes his old part—that is,
what is left of him ; he is only a ruin, still a rather
grand one, of the grand artist of 1540,

La Dame auz Camelias 18 agan resumed at the
Vandeville, with Doche in the part of Margnerite,
whicli she ereatea at the first performance, 17 years
ago. One of the provincial Academies proposcs ns a
subject for a prize casay : * The modern drama from
the point of view of art and manners: Femalo dis-
bonor is the theme daily treated on our cotemporary
French stage. Consider the value of such a dra-
watic motive; seok for the canses and study the lit-
ernry and moral consequences of the permstent use
of it: examine especially the nature and effects of
the prestigs with which it is the mode to surround
fallon women.”

Among now pleces accepted, or in rehearsal, are Le
Juif Polonais, an historical drama by the novelists
Erckman-Chatrian ; Gulenberg, sn historical drama
by Ed. Fournidr ; Julie, comedy of mannors, by Oc-
tava Feuillet.

At the heutre Lyriqne Waguer's Rienz, is in its
completing rehoarsals,

Patti-Canx is back from Russia and las appearcd
at the Italiens, and was * ovated,” of course.

Nillson haa reesived her diploma as member of the
Steckliolm Academy.

HNUNCGARY.
RRSULT OF TIE ELECTIONS,
* [¥ROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDRNT.|

BrRu, April 2—The latest returus recsived from
Pesth give the result in 592 districts of the votes for
Deputies in the Lower House of the Hungarian As-
gembly. Of these, 324 roturn members of the Deak
purty, and 168 haye decided in favor of the Opposi-
tion, Bixteon are yot to bo heard from; Lut as these
are mostly country districts, which are inclined to
the Opposition, it is improbablo that the Govern-
ment will suceeed in more than eight. Diyiding the
districts yet undecided equally between the (Govern-
mental party and the Opposition, the vote will stand
299 pgainst 176, In the lost seaslon the Government
conld count npon the support of 276 votes in the
Chamber of Deputies. In tho dast election, although
retaining s majority of 56, it has lost #4 votes, De-
sido this numerical loss, most of the Doak party who
lost their seats wero of considerable influence, and
their places were gained by the ablest of their
oppoutnts, Deak and Ebtvis, the Minister of
Public Instruotion, have been roflected, Dbut
in Pesth iteelf the party lost three of its best merm-
bers, neluding the Minister of Agrioulture and Com-
merce, Yon Gorove, and the fourth waa elocted ns
much beeauss he was an Israelite as hwcauso hie ad-
hored to the Governmental party. In thig contost an
amonnt of political netivity wos displayed such s is
rarely to be met with here ou the Continent of
Europe. It waa most pepirited between Gorove aud
the Opposition candidate, Jokai, o newspaper editor,
apoot, and o pamphleteer, notorions for his extremno
doctrines. As the doy sdvanced, so great wos the
excitoment that » military force had to be detailed
to prevent a disturbance. At To'clock in the even-
ing 2,261 votes Liad been given, 1,121 for Jokai, aud

Gorove. The polls were to be closed at 114
following morning, and it was agreed be-
tween the party leaders that demonstrations should
be postponed until the final decision ehonld be mads
known. At midnight, Jokai was 21 ahead, and the
advantage he alternately lost and regained ; his op-
ponents seem to have underestimated his strength,
for although at 10 o'clock they had an advance of
10, an hour later they had to give up the fight, for at
that time, when with a majority of five they had polled
their last vote, his party was still able to bring upa
reserve of 20, including 11 sick and mfirm voters, and
80 gain the day, At early morning crowd assem-
bled to learn the resulf, increasng rapidly with
every hour, and when finally the result was an-
nounced to a multitude of many thousands of dem-
onstrative men and women, the scene wWas indoscrib-
able. Every onefell on the neck of his neighbvor,
whother & man or woman; it might be an apprentice-
boy, an old Jew, or u servant-girl. Hundreds of
young girls aud women, young and old men, wept
and screamed until they were hoarse—* Jokal has
gained the day.” A rider made his way through the
crowd swinging his staff in the air and erying * Jo-
kai has the majority.” With astonishing rapidity he
was pulled from his horse, himself and animal were
embraced with endearing remarks, more appropriate
when applied to human beings alone and to an oppo-
site sex, and he v curiied awsy in triumph by a
delirious muiric '+ Yl these extravagant tokens
of joy were the » 1 1ple «ffect of a success, devoid of
any great 1ol ticu! or moral significance, working
upon an ardent lemperament.

This reverse is in effect a reaction. The party
which now rules in Hungary really desires the wel-
tare of their country, but they sppeared to think
that that welfare could best bosecured in the partieu-
lar way they had marl ed out, and, in their fancied
power, they became arrogant and intolerant toward
contrary opinions. They held themselves distant
from the Left and the Extremists and sequired their
cordial hatred. Andrassy is represented as having,
while with the Emperor at Agram, expressed himself
quite openly as taking no interest in the retention of
Boust as Imperial Cbancellor, but on the contrary he
wonld aceept & change with the best possible grace,
le returmed to Pesth to find his dictatorial power
seriously impaired. His majority, formerly more than
two-thirds in the Chamber of Deputies, was reduced
by 40, snd the strength of the opposition, which
he despised, correspondingly increased; in three
districts, some of his best supporters supplanted by
members of the Extreme Left—Jokai, the dema-
gugne; Esernatony, who was so progressive that
Jokai refused him the use of his colamns; Vidacs,
bad frequently stood in danger of prosecotion for
high treason on account of his congection with r. so-
lutionary societies, and one of his ministers defeated
and compelled to resign.)

One of the immediate effects of these elections will
be to strengthen tho movement for a federate gov-
ernment, The Andrassy Ministry regard this grow-
ing inclination to o federal system for the entire
monarchy with extreme distavor, and well they may,
for it would, if consummated, be a disastrous blow
to Magyar supremacy ; and it is probably one great
cause of theirdissatisfaction withCount Beust that the
latter, with the Anstrian Minister Connt Taaffe, shows
a disposition to faver the project of afederal monarchy
in preference to the present dualisin, Another effect
will be very considerable efforts to conciliate the
Poles of Galicia, and it is stated that for this pur-
pose an Imperial visit to Galicia is projected to take
place in June, after the closs of the Hungarian As-
sembly. It is regarded at Vienna as an urgent neces-
sity to reéstablish the compact majority in the
council of the Empire rendered doubtful by the de-
creased majority in the Hungarian Assembly, and,
above all, to prevent an understanding between the
Poles and the Hungarian opposition. It is hinted
throngh an Austrian semi-oftieial medinm that the
Austrian Government is disposed to a settlement of
the claims of Galicia by that province being made
to bear to Cisleithania the same relatlon that
Croatis bears to Transleithania. A part of the
Polish opposition through the intervention of some
of the Hungarian politicians have signified their
williuguess to partinlly recede from their demanis
in order to facilitate an accommodation, The object
of this intervention of the Hungarians was to isolate
the Czechs and exclude them from participation in
the arrangement, 1f the probable future condition
of Galicia can bo compared to that of Croatia, at
least similar reasons exist for S8iebenbiirgen occupy-
ing the sumo position in relation to Bohemia, The
Hungarian majority have always treated with intol-
erance the other races with which they have had to
deal. They were not satistied until the complete in-
corporation of Sicbenblirgen in the Kingdom of Hun-
gary was an accomplished fact, and entirely ignored
the protests of Romans and Saxous against that act.
The combined governments are now pursning pre-
cisely the same course toward the Crech opposition
in Bohemia; evidences of this come to light every

day.
EUROPEAN GUIDE-BOOKS FOR AMERICANS.
To the Bditor of The Tridune.

Sin: A remark in your Spanish correspond-
ence in THE TRIBUNE of this murning (April3) rewinds
e to perform a neglected daty, viz.: to caution Ameri-
can travelers in Europe not to place too much rellance
upon the recommendation of hotela given in the guide-
books generally, and T um sorry not to be able to excopt
the prineipal book of this kind fssned In this country. I
found thia book ocoasionally uselul, but so olten nareline
ble that T ceased to be governed by s recomwendations
unlosa corrobornted by other evidence, and during a jour-
pey with my fawily through most of Europe, I met many
other travelers who had come to the same conclusion.
To be briet I will give two Illusteations. At Interloken,
Bwitzeriand, where there Are nuwmerous good hotels, I
said Lo the proprictor of the hotel Istopped at, * How is
It that with so many good botels here, yours 14 the only
one mentloned as the *principal hotel’ here, in our
Ameriean Handbook 1" s frank response was, I pald
500 france to have it #o, and it was a good luvestment.”
I thought I discoversd an undus proportion of these * 500
francs” in my DIl on  leaving, At Brusscls
I sald to *mine host” “Iow is it that your
hotel"—the hest one there as it bappencd—"ls
o strongly commended kn our Ameriean Hand Book, and
the only one mentioned in the Capital of Delelum, while
your nelelibor, neross the square, ia slmilarly troated by
Bradshaw 1 * Why," sald be, I pay for my puff, and
1hé vther man 4 an agent for Bradalaw's books."” Legitl-
mate sdvertising 15 all right, sod a diseriminating list of
good hotels, entirely independent of peenniary tufluences,
would bo s vory great couvenfece to travelers, but I don's
fnow where to find it. It is advisable for every traveler

abrosd to gather from sll his travelod friends and ac-
gualntances as much partioular information as be can
abont hotols, before starting ; and to Keep with hima
11st of those which bave heen well tried and approved Ly
revious yoyagers, Murray and Bedeker's gulde books
tound most reliable, though the former is generally
bahind the thmes, and very anfalr so far ns Ruasia 18 con-
eerned ; and the elder Badekor died two or three yours
ago 1 balieve, 80 that we shall not have his nid hereafter,
and Lia tustes ko far na hotels are concerned, was a lttle
too German to sult most uneconomical Americans. 0. J.

1,160 for
o'clock the

THE EAST RIVER BRIDGE.
To (he Editor of The Tridune,

Sin: Not more than one-third of the ships
and large sohooners now in port could pass under o
bridge of s Light of 130 foet without strikiug their spars,
sud the result would be o serious vbjection to largo ves
#sola golug above the bridge ot all, s the oot of letting
down and sending up the spars, beside the inconvenience,
would e more than the cost of tow to Jersey Cily or
up the North River. One of the resulta of a bridge would
be an immense depreciation of storohouss and waler
{‘I:h‘lr &my%; tlnbl;w: it; and t::l m‘mﬁn o that it would

s 1 ,» but con Ve 134 W (]
Wﬂ%{o&l& hMb} nﬁc- mk."ﬁ‘i Eﬁ

I ro expeditions, more comfortable,
convenlont, and cortuinly equally safe, as the publio rec.
ords will'show that double 3.. number of casunlties
Hnﬂu to life wnd person have occurred ou &m‘l

Iways #8 on our farry-boats during the l:ﬂ!’ prine 4

"
time solonce will discover n botter and cheaper mode of
crosstng tha river than by either bridge or ferry-boat. 1t
#s estinted that the cost of bullding wonld be #7,000,000,
but, judging from experfence tn the Court-House, Harlem
River Hridgo, and o number of other jobs, we would be
{pﬁﬂ'ﬂ"&l wo escapod with $20,000,000, aud ten years to

A TAXPAYER OF NEW-YORK ANQ EROOKLYN.

of time, There a;:&enu to be no doubt th
L]

New York, April o, 1609,

SENATOR SPRAGUE.

THE MONTAGUES AND CAPULETS OF RHOD®

1SLAND.

WILLIAM SPRAGUE AND THE SPRAGUES—BRO
AND IVES—SENATOR ANTHONY AND HI
PARTY—THE SECRET SPRINGS OF SENATOIS
BPRAGUE'S RECENT SPEECHES.

|FROM OUR BPECIAL CORUESPONDENT.|

Provipesce, April 16.—On the railroad cars

golng out of and coming Into this elty, in the strect cars,

in the streets, and on the street-corners, wherever mem
meet and exchangs greetings the only general toplo ok
conversation just now is the recent action of Henatoe

Sprague. On the Providence and Stonington road this

moruing T heard men all sround me say, * Spraguo haw

hurt himself all over this country.” * has dis ’
graced himselt,” *Sprague inn disgrace to the Btate.

“ What does he meani” “Ido mot understand it, bufl

Spragne knows what ho fs sbout.” “Bprague always

comes out all right” “There are golug to ba

lively tlmes in Rhode Island about this time,” wad
chimed 1o from the other side until I was sorely per<

plexed to know who was in the right, or who the most I

earnest. A good Methodist clergyman beard it all, and

way quite ns much perplexed ag [ was, but ho valorously
whispered to his wife, whom he had only married the day
befare, “It's all about a speech Eprague made in tha

Senate—or 1 should say in the House of Representatives.'™

That was the way he understoed it; but the truth s

times are lively here already, and somé night, nobody*

knows when, Sprague will come tumbling down fronz

Wasbington, snd make them Livelier still. 8o far, he has

not delgned to make any explanation of his eourse, bul

some day, before long, the explanation and the intrepld
young Senator will come before the people of Rhodo

Islaud together. Then we shall hear what he bas to say

about Rhode Island’s honor, and there will be, no doubt,

tresh * nspersions” to be mccounted for, and reimbite
tered attacka upon the great family whom he has typi-
fled by the splendid figure, * A million dollars."”

Two households, both alike in diguity, from anclend
grudge break to new mutiny, was sald of old; but now,
justead of fuir Verona, the scene is laid among the looms
and spindles of little Rhody, and, as befits tho spirit of
this manufacturing and commercial age, it is the housa
of 8prague against the house of Brown & Ives, Of thesa
two great houses, the Bpragues are the youngest and tha
most onergetic, if not the richest; Brown & Ives tha
oldest and most aristocratie, the proudest of their Lirtls
and breeding, their wealth and cuituve mesl
exclasive In matters pertaluing to thelr affling
tions and social recognitions.

The house of Sprague started with Amasa Bprague, tha

grandfather of Amasa and Willlam, the present repros
sentatives of tho honse. He was succeeded by his sond
Amass and Willlam, and thos, the firm of A. & W.
Bprague came into existonoe. At the death of the * Ol
Governor,” 88 Willlam Sprague, the uncle of the “twa
boys” who now control the house of A. & W. Bprague, ig
generally called even now, the business bad not yet ase
sumed anything like its present giant proportions. That
event ocourred In 1856, and there were at that time only
slx calico printing machines in the priot wWorks at Cranse
ton. Since then, however, not only has addition after ade
dition and extension after extenslon been put to tha
works, until the mills form an extensive village in theme
selves, but every apectes of improved machinery bas alsd
been procared and set ln motlon. Tostead of six-colos
mackines, tha highest nuwber any machine wasg
capable of printing st the desth of the * Old Governor,'®
there are in the works at Craustom, to-day, machines
which print 12. {There are now 30 machines in the works,
and 50,000 pleces of cloth can pe printed and flulshed in &
week. This immense establishment s driven by six
engines varying from 40 to 300 iorse power, and the cone
sumption of coal per duy is not short of 100 tuns. Twentye
five donkey engines are scattered over the establisliment
to do special duty wherever needad. Trimming mavhinesg
washing and drying machines, dyeing apparatus, ¢ngravs
1ng machines, all the immense and complicated wachine
ery pecessary to the manufacture of the material for m
uew dress, The villages where the operatives reslde ara
built after a uniform model, and counsist of story and @
balf double bouses, [In the store st Cranston &o hmuessdq
business is done. The 8pragues do their own slaughters
ing, and kill about 25 head of cattle per week, and
sheep aud bogs in proportion. The meat is fure
nished to thelr operatives four and five centd
per pound cheaper than it can be bonght in the Provid
dence market, and the “ store” sells goods of every kind
at o proportionately low figure, the sales in o single yeod
smounting to $400.000,

Amasa Sprague resides at Cranston, aboat one mily
trom the City of Providence, and William lives with kis
mother {n the City of Providence, What this womam
lias had to do with bullding up au immenss business, tha
{afluence of which 1s felt everywhere in the country had
pever been told, * The boys™ habiteally resort to hos
for advice, and the * old Governor” was sccustomed ta
hold her judgement tn the highest esteem. Her counsels
to the old firm of A. &. W. Spragus have been transtere®
to the new house, and have proved as beveficlal to bhen

sons 08 to therr father and  their uncles
fhe (8 mnow an old Jady of 0 yearsg
put her faculties are as vigorons as every

The house of A, & W. Eprague, as at present constitutedy
resemblea the old house of that name in o striking dee
gree. Amasa Bprague, at his home at Cranston, is wucl
1lke Amiasa Sprague, s father. Asthe father hated polle
tles, 80, too, the son dislikes the turmoll of party, aod deq
votes hitmself to his family, his business, and his trotters
He Lias pow in hia stables, uear the Narragausctt Racos
Course, an assoclation of which he 18 President, much
thoroughbred and Dblooded stock—the famous horsq
Rhode Isisnd and the Datch Girl among the others. Of
Rhode Island lio 18 especially confident, and expects him
to trot hismile i 2:20 at the Juue mesting at the Nar
ragansett Park. But Wiliam Sprague, the uncley
and Willlam Bprague, the nephew, both naturallg
took to politice. Both were Governors of Lo Statee
and Dboth Senators of the Unlted States In hig
recent course in the Senate, Willlam Eprague the youngery
only did what would have been doue by Willlam Spragueg
the elder under like cirenmstances, and it would have
beon doue by the latter with the same intrepidity, the
same disregard of cousaquences, and the same deflance off
the opiutons of others that the former exhibited in thye
past fow wooks. In theso bold acts, apparently so Ineaa
pable of explanation, Sprague may have calculated t@
somo extent upon his * Rhode Islanders,” In the workyg
at Crauston, 2,000 hands are employed besides those end
gaged at thelr other mills, In this there lAn power ag
great as in 250,000 spindles fod by the ingenuity and foree
slght of Benator Sprague and his brother, He boasted I
one of hia specelies, or perhaps, rather complaived, thaff
swall mapufacturers were brenking down because they
could uot do as he does. Tt was very vaguely put, and
was not generally understood, Ho simply meant thal
liis purchasas of stock were 0 Immense that those wha
ecould not buy In like Immense quantities cannot competd
with him, But he also meant to say that he can makd
better goods vut of inferior materiul than any one elsed
His great point, however, was that persons who do no
own an fmmense capital eannot borrow, owicg to
ocourss of leglslation In the last few ::ﬂ
and that men like himeelf, by their great f
tles aud large capital, crush thelr neighbors elthed
willingly or unwillingly. Ten thousand bales of co
2,000 casks of madder, aud proportionate quantitics
druge ls uo unusual siogle purchase. They cons
17,000 balea of cotton the last year, and within the pas®
five months have bought at least 10,000,000 yards of clotlg
from other manufacturers and printed 1t o theirowd
works at Crauston.
Tne Bpragues have mills at other plages besldes Provie
danoe, even as far away as Augusta, Me. Their " Baltic"$
milis are an Immenso affair, as are also the ™ Quidanlck,
“ Natick,” “Arctie,” and * Central Falla.” They have be
sldes many outslde interests, Their farm at Cranston
alone contaios 2,000 acres of land, worth from $300 to 4.0
per ucre, aud u all of the following Companles they buv
a controlling or s very large interest :
R. 1. Locomotive Works, Perkin's Bheet IronCo., I
Iron Foundery, Comstook Foundery, R. I. Hors
Co., Awerican Horse Nall Co., Nicholson File Co., Bustodgy
Wheat sad Bread Co., U, B, Flax Manufacturing Ce
Provideucs sud Now-York Bteamship Co.
scarcely gives an idea of the immeusi'y ©
euterprisea iuto many of which they B
engaged by taking hold of the falliog onterd
of othiers. The Immensity of the whole canonly be Judg
from tlLe immenaity of auy oue of the nudcrtaking
pamed in the foregolug lat, ALl gre 80 great ln 1hefs
solyes that the auccessful couduct of avy of thew Wwould
stamp a mau aseminently snooessful o busin s --
give bim the prestige aud eoclal influencdof gre » woalll
Tho hguse of Brown & Ives ante-ta the Revols
tionary War, It Mmulmmm Jongy >
fore cotton-spinaing was thought of, mueh =*s "‘;‘
come & staple mARUfActure aud the 80UNe of 1weAs
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