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NEW PUBLICATIONS.

ME LOWELL'S NEW VOLUME,

G MY BOOKS. By Namvs Russpl LoweLl, A
it ll.- 100, P 550, . Osgtood, & Co,

Mr. Lowell Las chosen for his new volume of fugi-
fivo prose piceen, gatlrered from the pages of The
Norih American Revdex, a titlo which fitly expresses
their pleasant and somewhat miscollaneons charac-
tor. Ile presents himsclf 10 us neither exclusively
a6 the acute oritic nor as the professed essayist : ho
is rathier eeom in the more delightfal guise of the
poet and scholar in the quiet of his library, where
he pusses wt rundom from shelf to shelf, and takes
down boek after book, s the faney of the moment
stays s band, e rans over the pages of Dryden,
snd with the eve of o master spies out their beauties
and toir blemishes, the gravdenr and nobility of the
veree, the flashices of Promethean fire and the prodi-
gies of fustisn, Here Mr. Lowell indulges in much
of that ncule literary criticism of which America
has seen so little and needs so fmuch. He has

tudied Dryden with the appreciation of tho tme
poct, und & rare mixiure of enthusiasm nud judg-
ment, and he enlivens almost every paragraph with
sparks of that geutle wit which to the suthor of
“The MNiglow Papers” s like an essential
part of his natnre. He bhas a rare faculty
of telling the trmth in  epigrams—a facnlty
which the most  brlliaut  evigrammatists
generally lack—and condensing whole pages of
gound seuse intoa Lumorons figare of speech. Tell-
ing us that Dryden was eapable of better things than
the debasod spirit of the time would suffer himto
sttain, ho exclgims, * Thrico unhappy he who, born
to sce things as they might be, is schooled by cir-
cumsiances to gce them as people say they are—to
readd God in o prose trauslation.”  Dryden's illustra-
tive comparisons, Mr. Lowell remarks, occupy, like
himeolf, & middle gronnd between poctry and
prese.  Has not Mr. Lowell much of the samo copions
folicity T Speaking of plagiarism, for instance, ho
writes, * It should be ecarried to Dryden's credit that
we caleh the poets of the next half century oft-
oner with their hands in his pockets than in
those of any ouve else.” Of rednudant phrases:
“1 not like to say it, but ho has some-
times  smothered the childlike simplicity of
Chaveer under feather-beds of verbiage. What this
kind of thing eame to in the next century, when
everybody unceremonionsly took a bushel-basket to
brink & wron's egg to market in, is only too sadly fa-
wilinr.” Of his satire, s contrasted with that of
Fopo: “If he was sometimes rough, he never took
= base advantage. Ie knocks Lis antagonist down,
and there an eud. Pope seems to have norsed his
grudge, and then, watching his chance, to have
squirted vitrdol from bebind o corner, rather glad
than otherwise if it fell on the women of those he
Bated or envied.,” The summary of Dryden’s liter-
ary character is so true and so charmingly expressed
that we shall eite it nearly in full:

Was he then a great poctd Hurdli'.
definition. Hut lie was o strong thinke
1ed common sense to o hight where It estches the
t of & diviper air, aud warmed reason till 1t bud well-
nigh the Muminatiug proporty of Iutuition, Certainly
L j& not, ke Epenser, the poets' poet, but other men
Dave also thelr nghts, Eveu tho Fhillstine is a wun and
& brother, aud is rnlm‘lt; righit 80 far as ho sees. Yo de-
wuind more of him s to be unrensonnble. And ho eces,
among other things, that & man who uodertakes to write
should firet have o menning perfectly defined to bimself,
snd theo should be able to set It forth cleariy o the best

This ia precizely Dryden’s praise, and swid the
¢ osontiment  Jeoming Ll through  milsty
e which mnarks so much of wodern  ltera-
toread bim s as braclug a8 & porth-west wind,
yws the mind clear,  In ripeness of wind aad blufl
tiness of expression, be takes rapk with the bLoat,
His purase s ulways » short-cul to his sense, for lus
ertile was 100 spacious for him to need tuat trick of
winding the path of bis thought about, and planting 1
out with clumps of emthet, by which the landscape-
gardenere of Ltersture give to o paltry half-acre the sir
of o park. In poetry, to be next-best J6, I one seuse, to
be uottung: and yot (0 be among the first In uoy kiud of
writing, as Drydeu certainly wan, 18 to oue of o very
small oowpany. He had, beyoud most, the gift of the
right word. And if be dpes not, llke one or two of the
greater masters of song, stir our sympattues by that in.
welluable arviws 5o magieal in srousing the subille asso-
wiativns of the soul, he has this lu common wiil the few
great writers, that the winged seeds of his thooght imbed
themselves 1n the memory and germinate there. If 1
oould bo guilty of the absurdity of recommending to »
FOUng wman n.u{ nutbor on whom to form bis style, 1
shiould tcll bim fhat, pext to baviog somethiog that will
Dot stay unsaid, be could find nosafor guide than Dryden,

The paper on * Lessing” isa fine sample of the
biographical essay, as well as a stady in literary his-
tory. We shall not stop to follow it in detail, but
onr readers will be glad to taste a few tid-bita.
Mere is & capital charscterization of German enti-
cism :

There seems to be In the average Germoan mind an in-
ability or a distnelination to soe s thing as 1t really ls,

unless it be o matter of science. It finds its koetiest
pleasure in divining & profouud signifieance ln tho o
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trifting things, and the nomber of ware's-nests that have
been stared Into by the German Gelehrter through his
epociacies passes caloulation. They ure the one object
of conteaplation that mwakes thal siugular belng perfect |y
MI'EI- and they secm to be us comwon as those of the
stork. Ta the dark forest of methotics. particularly, be
fiuds them nb every turn—" funno tatto 1l lo¢o varo.” If
the greater part of our English enticiem ia apt ouly to
rikhn tho surface, the Germsn, by way of belng prafonnd,
tow uften burrows io delighted darknos quite beneath its
subijeet, till the reader foels the ground boliow beneath
] and in fearful of eaving Into unknown depths of
Blagnnrt metaphysic afr at every step. The Commen-
tary on Shakcspeare of Gervinus, anul? supsrior man,
rownds one of the Roman Campagns, pensteated under-
gronnd o all directlons by strauges winding caverus, the
work of humwun borers in seareh of we know not what.
Alove sre the divine poet's lucks and dalsies, s Ineow-
wnnieable skies, his broad prospectsof Ile sud nature;
and wennwhile our Teutouie teredo wortos his wisy b

Jew, and olfves to be our guide lpto wn obecurity of his
WL conlrving.

And of the dullness of German porception of the
Judierous, and the ease with which German senti-
went runs over into sentimentalism, he remorks :
* What can be odder than the mixture of sensibility
and sansages in some of Goethid’s earlicr notes to
Frau von Stein, unless, to be sure, the publishing
thoin 1 A slort essay on * Roussean and the Benti-
suentalists” is not #sily classified, It abounds with
exeellent pasanges (such as the sketch of Petrarch),
and wits evidences of just judgment and catholic
taste ; Lot it is the least satisfuctory, as a whole, of
suy of the six essays in the book, There are two in
which Mr. Lowell has given a freer mwin to
Lie homor. When bLe writes of * Witcheraft,”
or of " New-England Two Centuries Ago,” we can
imagine him intrenched behind s pile of old volumes
in some quict aleove of his library, and startling the
dost now and then with a gentle langh as he turns
the musty leaves, He is not blind to the tragedy of
the ol superstitions—"* degraded and distorted relics
of religious belicfs;™ he is far from turming into joke
1he hatefol history of hnman folly, or the stern gran-
dent of the old Paritan life; but all these gloomy
gigurcs turn s comical side now and then, and Mr,
Lowell hias too quick a wit to miss it, He traces the
belief in witeheraft and diabolical appearsuces to
the hirst ages of Chnstianity; deteots, with Grimm,
the dethroned gods of Paganism “skulking about
dispuises, and living from kand to

o mtrangi

aueoth on the  charity  of Gammer Grethel
wrd Mite 101" watches  the  development
ol that  bwelief  into  the  horrors  and

alsurdities of medieval Europe and comparatively
modern Salem, and charitably warns us that we have
po tieht to be amazed at the eredulity of our anees-
sors or 1o despise them for their ignorance. * We
shiould pemewber that the human mind, when it
snils by doad reexoning, without the possibility of o
fresh observation, perhaps without the instruments
weeessnry to take one, will sometimes bring np in
aory strunge latitudes.”  1s not this hapny metaphor
s llustention of what Mr. Lowell elsewhere calls
“that finer instinet which suggests so moch more
thau it tells, aml works the more powerfully "us it
faxee ore the imsgination of the reader " For the
wicture of * New-Eugland Two Centories Ago" he
baw drawn upon the Collectionsof the Massachuselts
Hutoncal Society, exlouing curious old letters and
mopuris, aud olothing the dry figuves of Puritan
Bistory in a garh which not only aftracts the eye
ot will be likely to stand good wear.  Here again
M. Lowell's.calm good sense and balanced judgment
e conspicuous. Mo has dne rovereace for the Pil-
oow Fathes and their work, bt litde sympathy
wbh the declaimers who look upon thew sl 45 men
:‘l' grand obeaptions sud superboman forosight.
‘;l:m?'n -:a:ul;nnyml’ Columbuses is what
ver saw.” It is kot Lils pun y hawever,
to disouss their chasacter, e mrmli;n::;um thew
Yo ne ax thoy appear in theit uwn Jetters, and ke
spirit in whicl be underiakes the exhibition way b
mferred from this pirfatory paragraph :
beretic e the
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Ralelgh spreadiog his cloak te keep the raysl Dian's feet
from the wnd, than that “'I'u’l‘ Judgment upon the
vorrtler whose Atlantean thighs leaked away In bran
throtigh the rent in his teank-lose, The paluful fact that
Fhaher bad s begd ent off |s samehat mitigated to me
l'f the cirenstanes that the Popo should have sent him,
of all things in the world, & eardinal’s hat, after that in-
capucitation,

Tho best of the essays is that on ® Shakespeare.”
Mr, Lowell hore keeps ont of the mazesof verbal
criticiam.  11e hss no ingenions new readings to sug-
gest, and no pet theories to euforee. We canuot gay,
indecd, that the scheme of his essay isa very dis-
finet one: hut it 1s much pleasanter and much juster
than if its structure had beenm more formal. Ho
shows how fortunate it was for ihe world that
Shakespeare appeared ut a period when the English
language had reached its follest perfection, and
when a division lad not yet been made between the
specch of tho people and the hiterary dialect. o
poiuts out some of Shakespeare's characteristics as a
poet and o master of langnage ; be draws a parallel
between him and the dramatists of Greeoe ; he hints
at the qualifications of a good ecommentator and
eritie, and he concludes with a few admirable pages
on the play of “ Hamlet,” in which he makes the
following adroit nse of a remark of Dryden's abont
thoughts which ** are secretly in a poet, or may be
fairly deduced from him:"

Whother T have fancled anything Into Famlet which
the author pever dreamed of putting there I do not
greatly concern myscll to Inquire.  Poels aro always en-
titled 1 & royalty on whatever we find in thelr works;
for these fine criations as truly build thomselvos u‘p in
the brain as they are built up with deliberato fore.
thought. Pralse art as wo will, that which the artist did
uot mean to put into his werk, but_which fouud itself
there by soine gencrous process of Nature of whicl he
was a8 unaware as the blue river is of 1ts riyms with tho
bine sky, bas somewhat 1n it that snatehes us futo sym-
puthy with higher things than those which come by plot
ana observation,

Like all eriticisms which are sound as well as
graceful, the fruit of deep thought as well as a pol-
ished pen, Mr. Lowell's essays may be read again and
again with ever increasing satisfaction, It isnot
the Jeast of their gnalifications for imparting perma-
nent pleasure that they are utterly unartiticial, and
betray no effort at brilliancy.
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UP BROADWAY, and its Seguel. A Life Story. By
ELEANOR KiK. 12mo., pp. 271 Carleton.

We have no sympathy witli the chief purpose which
inapired Mrs. Kirk's story, and litile tosay in praise of
the manner in which she tells it; bot we beliove it
may do good and shall be glad if it reaches 8 wide
cirenlation. * Do you ask why Eleanor Kirle wrote
*Up Broadway 1" she inguires in the Bequel: * Todo
away, as far as possible, with tho old-established idea
that marriage, by priest or minister, Is a God-ordained
rite.” Sheis no free-lover; that is to say, sho holds
that & woman cught to be the wife of one mwan at &
time. She believes in marriage; but a marringe,
which shall last only as long as both parties love
cach other. She recoguizes tho conjugal contract;
but regards it just like a contract between a land-
lord and tenant, terminable by mutnal counsent and
void if either party deceives the other in the
matter of the agreement. If the roof Jeaks and the
chimneys smoke, the tenant may go away and Lire
another house. Our readers koow very well that
such gentiments are not ours. The laxity of divorce-
laws is the shame of American society, We aro
drifting towards a horrible gulf of corruption. In it
the family institation whichlies at tho basis of social
morality threatens to be overwhelmed, and nothing
can save us but & more devout recognition of the
sacredness of the marriage tie. It is one of the worst
indications of onr downward course that good, true-

hearted women are the most conspicuous ad-
vocates of a relaxation of the last remain-
ing tles which Dbind the community to-

gether. Mrs. Kirk is undenbtedly persunded that no
plan but bers can elevato the condition of her sex.
Sle has secn many of the evils of unhappy mar-
riages : sho Las suffered wany of them herself. Bhe
writes, consequently, with deep feeling, and with
womanly blinducss to all aspects of the question
but one—with a conwiction, so to speak, that the
only cure for corns is to cut off the leg. Her book,
therefore, in ils primary porpose is o mistake, which
is not a mischievous mistake on!v because sho is not
enough of & sophist to bide ita errors.

“Up Broadwnay" has, however, a secondary pur-
pose, for the sake of which weliope it may be read.
“J felt it to be a duty,” says Mra. Kirk, * that I owed
to the thousands of women who, throngh ecold and
hunger, heart and soul starvation, have been driven
to desperation and prostitotion, to show them what
ono woman, by the aid of Kindness and rightly-di-
rected sympathy, has been alle to accomplish.” The
story, we are assured, is literally true, thoogh it is

of o Dhighly sensational character, It is
the siory of an napcomplished girl  roined
by =& fictitions marriage with a man

who haa o wife already. After discovering lier posi-
tion, she is driven step by step to the lost resort of
starving women. Mrs. Kirk found and reelaimed
her; and in an hour of good fortune which a novelist
wonld hardly have dared to imagine, Iu;: betrayer,
who had always Joved her, and was now s widower,
came upon the scene, and the twain were Jegally
made oue flesh. Now the moral which M. Kirk
draws from the narrative] is this: If the man had
bsen permitted at the first to put away the wife he
disliked and marry the girl he loved, all this misery
might bave] been avoided; which is equivalent to
soying, If there were no law thers could be no
transgression ; if God would only give us leave to
do whatever we please thers would be no sin. Any
child ean ses the fallacy of such conclusions, As &
support of Mra, Kirk's social theories the tonching
story of “ Up Broadway ™ has no force: ita use and
significance, for which we hope it will be read, lie in
the lesson it teaches of kindness and sympsthy
towards the most unfortunate of all classes of sinners.
The ** Bequel” in partly ao expansion of the senti-
ments outlined in the story, and partly o history of
Mrs, Kirk's own life, with a portrait of her husband
which cannot be ealled flattering. A man who had
the pisfortune to have a hole shot in his pide
used onee to exhibit Limself beforo medieal elasses
with Lis internal organs visible in full activity.
It was an improving spectacle to stodents of the
Luman frame, but this leying yourself open to the
gare of the world always seemed to us o highly disa-
grecable operation either to perfor or to withesss,
Al

The History of the Public School Soeciety of the
City of New-Tork, by W, Orass Bovnse (Wm, Wood &
Co.), appears opportunely ot o moment when the distri-
bution of public woney to sectarian schools ls snoe more
o sulject of earncst discussion. The Publio Sehool Bo.
ciety wus the direct anceator of the presest Common
Sohool Bystem. It originated in 1805, when a mocting of
twelve prominent gentiemen was held at the bouse of
Mr. Jolin Murray, 1n Pearlst., o provide for the edoca-
tion of poor chi!dren who were uot eared for by any of
tho existing church schovls. A chinrter was obtalued from
the Legialutare in April of the same your, Ineorporating
De Witt Clinton, Bamael Osgood, Brookholst Livingston,
John Murray, Jr., and certatn other geotlomen, us o
“Hactety for establisbing m Free School o the Uity of
New-York for the education of such poor children s do
pot belong to, or are not provided for by, woy religlous
woclety,” with the proviso thut the yearly ineome of the
Soviety  should  not Bexceed  flo,  Mouey  wis

eollected Ly sulmeription, and  the first  school
was  opened  in Bunoker  (now  Madison)  strect
on the Imh of  May, 18%.  The Luancasterian

syetem was adopted, for 1he iral timefin this country.
The growth of the Hociety was mpid, Tts charter was at
variois timnes modifed, and its pamne was chisnged to that
which it uow Lears in hilstory, nud Soally, after the more
perfeot Cotnmon School Syatemm had rendersd it no longer
o neceselty, it was merged i 155 o the Board of Eduva-
tion.  All the most celebrated controversies sn the sul
Jeet ot sectinian education whieh bave taken place in
Now-York took iplace during the iife of this soclety, and
It ie consequently remembersd ne the great champlon of
the present system which the Catholles and some fow
othiers ave stelving to overthiow, The first Lattle of the
Boclely was with the Bothel Baptist £hnveh in 18a1-24,
and o couseguence fof certun Maots jdeveloped Jigthat
ergagetent 4 luw was epacied placing the distribution
of the sehiool  fond b the suds of the Commou Connell
Tt wus snllan the hands of that body when the Roman
Catholios snde application for 3 share of 10 In 180, and
the e eelebrated  debate  occutred  before  the
Lomwpn Counel) belweel  Hisliop  Hyghes  on
1o one side and the Pulidic BehoclBoviety trepresuntiad by
conae ) and several prondeent Profestant clergyinen on
the other. Mre. Bourne devoles esrly hall bis volume Lo o
fuithifigl report of tlie speeclies ou both sides [of this dis-
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oot wiid The siliseqguent g diugs in the Legiala-
ture, As our readers well koow, jHishop Hughes was
detented | gt fhe delate wule filn reputation, wnd wo

resulted in the adoption of the ‘present Common Beliool
Bystem, As this system, however, 18 only & more
porfect development of the theory upon which ihe Publlo
Sohool Boclety was conducted, 1ta establishiment Was vir-
tually n triumph of the latter, and when the Booloty
passed out of existence In 1663 the members could fecl
that their work was successfully finished. In the com-
pilation of this evestful Listory Mr. Bourne has
kopt ‘closo to & baro narrative of events and
LI | tlon of 4 ts. Of conrse he does
not disguiso s opinions upon eontroverted questions,
but personal sympathics and religlous predilections have
not apparently made him uyjust, and both Catholles nugd
Frotestants ean accept his book a8 a falr reproduction of
thelr respective arguments, The Hughes debate Was
conducted npon rather narrower priuciples than the
present disputes, the chief question then being whotlier
the Common Counell bad a right under the lnw to appro-
priste money to chureh schools; but in tho more lmport-
snt proceedings at Albany the question was discussed oo
the same broad basls of abatract right npon which the
controversy rests to-dny, Both sldes can therefore draw
upon Mr, Pourne’s work as an nysennl,

The book is well printed, aud contalus portralts of the
Preaidents of the Buclety,

e — e
The Political and Miscellaneons Writings o)
WitLiaM G, GopparD bave been collected by his son
and published in two Land octavo vol by B. B
Rider & Brother, Providerice. Mr. Goddard was for
twelvo years editor of The Rhode Tland Ameriean, nnd
afterward for seventeen years a professor in Brown Unl-
versliy, bolding suocessively the chnirs of Moral Philos-
opby and Metaphyaies and of Rhetorlo and Belles let-
tres, Mo &led in 1866 The writings collected In
thess two volomes consist of ocoasional addroases,
familinr letters of friondellp, Dewspaper articies on
political sulyjects, obituary potlces, aud miscellancous
productions, They are generally couched in o correot
but not very forcible or even brilliant style. Though
they afford some valuable materinls for local history, es-
poctally in conuection with the “ Dorr War,” they are
hardly importaut cnough to Justify republication ot this
distance of tiwe and In thia expensive form, except for
the gratification of relatives and , personal friends of tho
cstimable writer.

————
Jerome Hopking's Second Colleetion of Church
Musie, Just pubilehied by Pott & Amery, I8 designed o8-
peclally for Sunday-schools and boy-cholrs. It s very
convenlently and tastefully arranged, with the words of
five or six hymns and panlms under and opposite each
tune, and a full eollection of chanta.  Tho mualo COMAIRLA
of standard chiurel alrs, and a great numbder of origlual
tunes by Mr. Hopkins and bis father, the late Hshop.
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CRITICAL KOTICES
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