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THE IMPENDING WAK.
THF, rROI.AIU.Fi THF.ATKR OF OPERATIONS.
l'lll\«!S OK THE KI1INK.TIIK FRENCH ABU

« INMAN FtVKTBEfWKS OK TIIK B«.'BDER.
Hie map winch w« [.uortpn ibis morning bViowh

the probable tb«fiater of operations in the w.'tr now

tlirtai tened bet wein France and PrutMia, and iudi-
i-sii-a. ¡it the same time, the territory whose con¬

tle, st is Napoleon's real object in the campaign. The
Pom-wmnoii «>f Ihr PniSRian Provm«f-es on the left hank
of tin- Klnne has lons been th«* favon ti* «lre««pi of
Fret'cu ambition. Geographically these Prov¬
inces may be said to lielong properly to the Em-
ian. the Rhin« formina: a natural boundary
between Franc«« and the German 0'onfed.era-
ln'ii».. although the population of the «coveted dis-
11 it t« is German rather than French in it* sympa-
tli'i** as well aa in its bing-nafro. For many yenni
luih Tower» have devot-ed Immense sums of

v to the «trengtlieiiiiig of the frontiers and
their rrtpeitivç Jmoc 0f approach. Thç toi-
] wing artide. prepared by a correspondent in
Ou-sdcn who has devoted much time toaminnte
mt rsnn.ll examination of the localities, d«"scribes the
..'rim umI ft>rtr<«nHe* which an invading army from
either uide will have to encounter.

I Ii« Friia-Haian frontier oronwa the Rhine a few
low Kunu« rich, and as long «as Holland maintains

»« «t neutrality la all Herman and French compUc*-
iii topography of the Netherlands cannot Ixion*:

;.. th. sul.iect of tin» pAjxtir. The country »lons; the
« very flat as far a* Cologne, and the fli-st large

mountain« are the Eifel, on the left bank, and the Seven,
i if-ht. Th«, njitiug ftp- fertile, ¡Vid favorable tv the

ti v mg a* well as the subsisting of armies.
'

-*

n-BBi is tlie first Prussian stronghold on the Rhine,
ami la** mi the rifrht hank Jnst below the mouth of the
I pi«.', oiuiiiaiidiiifi U.th rivers The works were rorc-

hy Napoleon and finished by Prussia. They con-

ir t. gular bastion«-«! rampart with large ravelins,
. ft w «ait works, a strong citadel on the south front, und
lit lim h»r st the head of the pontoon-bridge which

«.--« « the tiver at this point. The garrison of Wssal
in uiii. rs b1 atrtlaaij llaaM nearly 6,000 men, while the
n ¡.I« population is only lMOo.
ra .ti t>oRr is no stronghold, but enjoys the best of

r< niiniiiiiraitons, by r»«l and otherwise, to the four
f 'he compass. A pontoou-bndge crosses tli«

lid a « oii-l.l« a'le body of troops is now stationed
t til- r.-.

( a a ikivi: ha« a beautiful stone bridge, for both steam
rar« ami « amago*, beside a pontoon-bridge and a steam

tul is a gnat railroad center. Its military Ins-
is derived from these facts, together with Its
relative to the confines of the great plain in

vi huh it ».tan-is, ami to the passes on the south-west,
li' ni the (ami) °f a Romaii lesion, it has grown to a city

.' in Habitants. Its garrison, with that of Ix-uta,
jti-t a« ros.« the river, amount* to 1,000 men. The works

«.I ¡< well-preserved wall, with a deep ditch, and
raw ed line of isolated forte, similar, but inferior,

*. iin.»*- about Paris. There are eleven of these fort«,
au! Danta ha* a strong bridge-head, with some additional

>«. vvorts; bul noue are «iifiicitiiitly advanced to
prut« t ilie city and the bridge from the long-range ure
nt nu dim ordnance. In the present «-tate of affairs, the

n «>f üiHiignc vv mihi Heini i|n it«-a iirncti. «lile un¬

lit -ukiiig, so long as It is not defended by an army com¬
ía «it to take the open field. Hnch an army, however,
« ..hi t«e rapidly assembled there, unltNts active opcra-
tsOBS St other points should divert them. If Cologne
vi. re nix«' iKiMscswtvl by an invading army, a coinjiar.i
tiv iy ki t-iii «¦ lui*- of operations could lie pm.ectnd, which
sui'iil«! follow a maiiulami."«1 road through a practicable
«ininti v, t ither to Catascl orto Hanover.

linisus thought it nei-eawary to fortify Bonn, but mod-
ara warfare «l«***uot seem to require it, «moe the ord-
i ¡fu » und trains of these dayl raiuire good roads and an
«>].< n line of commiintialione, sutuT.a could u«»t pani wes!
t;! Hu Kifcl Mountains without being m great danger
from t Ii«- gai risou at Cologne.
Two small livers flow northward between Au t.

Ciuiia.i.K and Cotoe-n«-.the Krft. emptying a little
al«.vc l>. «aacldorf into the Rhine, and the Koer, emptying
ut Htieruosade into the Men««. Tbene are Hie only ob¬
stacles between the frontier and the Rhine, In an Alt la
('a i|»i IleOtkigne line of operationa The Krft caiiimt

na musty iuijiede the advance of «an army, but the Roer
off«rs special fatilitiesfor aline of defense from Diireu
.linn h, across the two principal carriage roads and the
railioad. The Meuse, with it« fort« at Maestricht and

Vrnlo, secures the trontt-Br north of Ait la «Chapelle, so

long m riolland romains friendly to the North-Herman
}t¡,ml. That Au la Chapelle, «though unfortified, is a

is nit of c< lisMerable strategic Importance, will appear
fi-Hitit mere glance at the topography of E-u-iteni It« 1

i The Ardenncn Wahi. «**overlng very Irreguliir
iis and valley«, and streams, oners an army no

f..voiable eastward pasaage at any point la-tween Lax-
eiubiirg ami Iaege. Froni Ijkck. a railroad and an ex-

¦lamlaed road pa«« through Aix. la «Thapelle,
Vr-.nn Unis««« Is to Lu*,«. the communication

. and easy. From Paris to Liege, the old and
o!t<du sve.le«d road, via Valenciennes, Mons, and Brus-
n is, I« the most favotante, and Vslanetennnti Le Quo«--J
i i, ¡nul M a n be h ge could sea ve as it ii cxicllint liase of

Dons, ii ni riman »ry Another practicable route is
v.-, Mi/aies, or Rix ny. and the Meuse. Rut whether

il f »«j rmiiTi territory across the lïelgic fn«n-
v Imj » xpeeted at all, in a war between PTsnee and
v, must depend principally upon the attitude

towardtho Ulligerent-s.
trgonne foreal fiuiiiehc an excellent hamer

» t-ivailiiig nnuv winch may enter France on a

Paris line ol operation«. Th«- principal
«lal iuor.1 >iir«-it |»as«sgi) is via tit. MenehouH, and titi«

sat which wa* ¡Steed bv the PruHtalatis under the
link« iH Hrmiswii k, much to the discredit nf it« d»*-
ttti'l«ns. liuuiuurles wa« «o iniprea-aotl with the a»1-

..- i * Hi,-«. |i,,.sse.s that h« xclaiuitid, us oocupjlug
I lal ThrriHJypyle* de 1st ¿Yunce. !"

iiiiiv, Mi.iumed.v, and Ixmgwy are all iSTxvnglyrVirti-
É m\ «.«1 «"atiilit to «It tain any invader long enough to al¬
low »n ,,riuv ki gather on the Meisae or ia the psswes of

ttr aipaaa fuif-sl. Mktz, bowstver, in tho iaost im-

I»itsat stratrax-lc point in thle part of France, aa*1, when
t-e «orka now building are coi-pMted, wlB be tho
.strongest fortress. A strong trail, W-* bastios«», incloses
a SBj of nure than SBJ000 ishahiUn*-«, and 1«

srarris).!!«»! by 1(*,0B0 men. The fortnUcationi are irregit-
lar, hut were aaitf etiong even Ise/ure the war of 19»,
and sum* theil isBjiortAiit trarks have been laid out, sad
i un forward to au adinaced Aage, on í-s-ur coiuiuaml-

These .How for the Improved range of the
1st t «*tltiaut*'. as wellm for the destructive force of
mo I« m pioiari'Ule«. Two peramnent brnlg«-* spaa the
Ma«! Ile ¡u tJiii« point, where is al««! the continence of the

Th« M«.-. a. itiaelf sends out .a arm which ni-

a |«art of th« town, una is called the navigable
M.'aelle, nure th« jmin ii >al «ttream is Interrupted. In
»a« of aateje, th. aralat can 1* suflhiently ruined In

a i. uii* to iiaiiiailiile the low ground on the taoulli
and sont li wt*t Milt.« of the town, matWiug those front«

siire. From Meti, rall and c»uTuigt-rt»aiU lead
Sovii, th« i. ft l,..uk of the river, a «lay's march, to Thion-
viile, rrohsiiiir tin Orne by separate l.*ridges, which may
Una Is eumina!.i|,,| by Battery IkisUmI on the opposite
balik «.I th. M.is» Ile.
tanOHfiiaa is b small town Inclosed by regulsrly laid

¦»«t wiirk», with six nastions and ravelins, and covered
by tea ¡ulv uiic.il BBBMBtea The river is bridged here, and
Bmmm an island in the center, which is strougly fortlflod.
Tu« hrtip i* 1*1*0 .let) mie«! by a strone; bridge-t»ead, with
tlu-.se bastion« «lid two ravelins. Commaudiiis; eleva-
tiona on either side of the river invite the enemy's but¬
ti Maa Th« valu, ,,f Thioriville, if captured, might not
Is ki great, -o long as Metz should remain intact, un¬

less s» a s. i ouibti i baee for a corps of observation, since
Tin«.nui.e ami VI, u together form a base for operations
an the Moselle line. Metz being far the stronger, and still
e'.ji-tiag cuy coiuinunicat.ou with the east as well as
the ?.nah anil wast

furnishes the most «Hie« t itossible line of
Bpemiloiu -M tw>) i, i itali., ,.i,i Prussia; it runs. mel.-««*!.
han...i m, ti,. «Iireet line iK-fsi-en Berlin ¡uni Pans; and
win« inver party should undertake au Invasioa would
r«>, an action«; sj* t .al rtlSIHB for oik rating <»n any
ot*i. lim We lave foiiml th« Furn li part al the M'«-
sell, ami tin neigtitairliig district« to l»e strongly
giianlnl, euri «...e now coine to an examination of the OeJ"-
BBSB 'I. tea« « of UM Moa« Ile line.

Li xi Mia a«, wat Holland's strongest fortress; and for
M ti«¦ finutKT and ,«lef« mling the Rhine, a« well

.as for ey« ring and Mipportiii»; an invasion of Fnttiia. no

Is lb r paaMlaa aaa I* found. The dlaiusutliug of the
works was nev« nhi less conecnted t«,, as the jHie« of

lal aha work of destrudlon Is so partial, or ad-
van, . Bl slowly, as -till to be BwSSSaasnta of complaint.
And Uiia i» not aurprlsliig, for though the Prowsiiin

mir«. «1 from th« stn«!» ¡uni wall«, and two
ne ihre, roatishav,. i«^.,, .j»ened thr-mgh the rampiirl«
oil the «Baker aid«-, jet th« outwaid usn« ct of Hie rugg.-«l

hi-noi «hanged in * singh feature; and in
war, the Amt ism.i .l troops to reach the town

W..U..I MKsn for,,i, um pointa now axpused, ami then
all the advuiitag,'. .f ,... .f ,|.. ^trong.-st j.laees in

Mur«»P» Yet this strength is mon natural than ¡ntlfl.-ial,
f 1 !i i" """tU"'"f*'"*""^" ..tis.lt" rare iiatunt's
Ä'Vi .i, ivT r,,",',w" «'""'^"' i«-«'« BMrrslustw.,rl h..iit».atwh..h.i,H,l...,i this fortress. Canidlher
.1' ,". , .

":" * ,"i"1f"' t«. tliliii, at enormous
for , -1 ".' i'. .7 ~v,nfkw"' ll-1"""'< *'"' -rctostha greatfort .«*. or to blow up lb. laita-niHtai, he-wa in the fW« ofthe li «,,,»;, Mk.r, wh. h lha etty U butltl I ,,., Hin,

han' ? ¡V '
, V,'"L 'I '":!" '"' ."«»..¦".'l.-rHbbsir.m'er

ma.., ..:::,n..h1:k'"<""f "f J.'"'»-whicl/ latter" it

Tli. «my will Bdvaiieed|Prussia.,«l fortress for the
.aata« ..r n.< Maa at Hi. t..a,V,,,,. njUma4ma a

mi MtBjaaaasI «arl .... ti..- u,,,, n.. ,,,i,f
lansntea vt the Hwllt. This m euUrtly u-slt^ust« to
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th«» tir inand for an advanced post to hold the enemy In
check while the army is mobilized and brought forward,
or for a baeo of operations against Met*, Tlil«,nville, Ver¬

dun, anJ Paris. Very Important and practicable roads
lead from here to Metz, Tnves, Mayence, Monheim, and
Landau. The unffirtifled town of Haarbrück boattsof a

similar iniic.tion <.f < xcclU-ut macadamized roadi« leailing
to all oftliew- iinji« .rtantmilitary poinln. It Is proi»os< d
to l.uild several Kingle f«»rtn In the most ini'iortHiit nae« s

of this «iiKtrirt, :im we learn from Lieut. Widdtru,* a Gei-
nian officer, to -whom w»- are iniMitcd for many careful
toiiojri-aphii'iil dcliiMiations, as well as for narrations of
the «hine rumpalgrm Iw-tweeu 17-3. and isis. Widdern'
l.t-ln i-eu the Miine Hhoultl 1», defended us far forward at

poMuMe. »leelariag the Oeri_»a.ns unworthy lo jhwhc»!« h,
if tUey w»iuld i«*«-.k lo defend It imlv MamlinK behind li
li*-kioka uiioji »tke valley mt the Mcsaelle, in the vicinity <«f
Twves, ._ ti* Pans pateof (iermanv, and lament«« tina
ittesooareleMsly left oprn. He advocates the teetora»
turn of Mon«_royal, at a «ubstltute for Luxemburg. The
ionner stneaghiild was razed In obedience to the term« of
«the peaoe id Kyswl» k. It lay ob the river, about us miles
below Trtves, In a imsltlon strong by nature, and coin-

maiidln^ not only ull water an»! land ctunniuiiicatnuis
ali«hk tltt Moeelle, tait also the road over the Hundi-riii k
to li.uimi.

1-ie «rongert «-»»tensive point on the Khine Is Ehren.
tmaatWtumm, opp»t>lte < «ikui.sz and the mouth of the
Motadle. This is an elaborate fortress, laid upon, «ir

hew« Into, a reeky bluff, which proudly Ulta itself 370
ful abo.o tlinriKht bank of the river, and overlook» a

largo landsea.ic to the west and south. On the noith-

eaat, however, are higher hills, which ascend »gradually
from tlie foot of Ehrenbreitstein, and from which the
f«_rtreae caa be bombarded with »great facility. The
writer of tels wat positively and i*eraistent)y refused
permistión to examine this exposed tide of the fortress,
or even to take the \iew therefrom. This delicacy can

lianllv be to conceal the strength of the place. Yet it is
stated that two or three lines of basti«»nM works have
N'en skillfully «'iigiiieen'd and thoroughly built on the
weak side, so that the Prussian engineers pronounce it at

strong a« the face* more favored by nature. This is

«jiiit»- possible, for the western face has also an evident

element of .we«kne<_ lu the high walls, built
of small and Irregular stones, to enlarge the area <>f
the fortress and to pn'sent a more regular front.
These walls are not calculated to resist luodi'in pr«.j«-o
tileii, and will sorely be battered down with dispatch as

soon as »the enemy's guns get lut«, position within range.
Whether such damage would alfuet the tenabillty, or oiuy
the u-iiiit i of the lort ress, la a« open question. The
l«onili-pr<Kifs are r»-p»reseiit«»d as very strone, and would
IM'rhajM not be weakened though all the artificial wallt
were broken up um! rolled down Into the Khine. It It
«.in,nous, however, that admission to all of the Interlof
covered parts of the fort 1* «alto ri-fused to strangers. Ia
K»:il the french entered the fortress from the north-east
side with \ery little difficulty, having Unit createil a

dl\ endow for the garrison. Later, the Directory laid

siege to the stronghold, and after three failures finally
<n j.i ii i c«t It. We are given to uiid«-rstand that a failure
of supplies was the oeoasiou of tin- surrender. Tint soma

persons say that Col. Faber. who coiuinamled the place
«luring the siege acknowledged that tin French cannon

had wrought Irri-puraliie mischief, and made the post un¬

tenable, ami that the failure of supplies scarcely hastened
the summier. Tb»i French blew up the whole fort

upon their evacuation, after which Prussia devoted tea

m-it» to the restoration and perfection of the works, so

ti» it now th.-y ought i<« survive as much Ore as did F»«rt

Burnt, r Elir'nlu'ltstciii atlmits a garrison of fourteen

tlKiiiiaaud men, and Its magasines will hold provi»li«as
enoiuch for this foree for five years. A well in the rock

f.iniMi«'* an unfailing supiHy of water. At the foot of

1- lireiil.reitKteii!, »t tbe water's edge. Is a new »am n,at»»d

»».rk nearly Iliiished, which Is intended to be bonib-

tnmnt an«! is deslKiKd to sweep the river at short range,

Wmwi S.'gi»« 9\S f-rtn-ss would be harmless on a«-

«>T»iii of the »treat depression of aim reqidred. Fort Aa-

Älb» wi»«' «"le «' th'; .river a little totae

»i.utli II is » sepárale fort of « «uiKldcrabie ttren^h, is

TiUiaisid on a m.-derat«- élévation, and it iteelf supported

^ttWÄl^Ä^Äi rtasau hmtara
pat ate», uti «li. KlK,..*l^ut*. Vst Utott iurboti Ht Virl

tera' U«rim I*»'-»

and Trêves, lusi<lc./}orT.ilng, together with thrt* smaller
works, a toll tit ii ,tili« »I «amp fur a laige body of troo,»-.
All t»f lill« lie».. Voder the gnus of Ehreitbn-iteW-lii.
An ¡ii my ol attßtt mtn «an encamp initier cover of the

various forV« abi»ut < oblenz. Tliey eau communicate
« -olly bltVc.-n Hie opposite banks of both rivers, by
means of Hie nul «uni and pontoon bridges a« ross the
liluin*, :m«l Hie MMM-I ianinad and uirriuge 0 nii.es
tmtattt Hie Mnra.1.0.
'Tliia strong jmsition could lie turned by crossing the
__at ut Will Ililli UM i>oiut where i'h-kh flmt cro»ss«;d
.anti advancing »lirectly northward by a macadam i«-d
road through the Westerwald. This, how« ver, would lie a

perilous undertaking, and though the passage should lie
made without inUrnipiioii, a line of communications
¦.¦li not possibly lie kept «ipen so near to »Coblenc.
The Moselle, therefore, being to securely held at its

mouth by the Hermans, and in lte upper course by the
French, eau afford but a difficult line of operations for
cither; but Hie great facility of further oi>eratlons, either
in.itlivvard or «iiiiHiwiinl, when this line should be once

fairly conquered, would make it seem woith the under¬
taking-
Tie River I-in.v, unpromising as it appears, hat di¬

rected and assisted the inarch of many an army between
the Khine and Cassel. The rugged banks are guard«d
by many & high bluff, and the rail and carriage roads
have made their way through with great difficulty, the
former being obliged to pass through a score of tunnels
between Ems and («lessen. Narrow pastes at Lahnstein,
Nassau, and Diez, might easily be held by a few men

against an army, for a short time, but all of these posi-
Hons could be turned, and the river could even be avoided
altogether, if only Hie bridges at Na«"_au and Lirnburg
,-i.iild be held. The Lahn is navlgalile as far up at Wetz¬
lar, and, If unobstructed, might be very useful for the
transportation of supplies. There are eight permanent
bridges over the I_.hu, betide those already named and
the railroad bridges; and four large roads pass from tim
Latin through the Taunas Mountains toward Mayence or
Frankfort.
The Na-U is not a navigable river, and ita chief mili¬

tary importance is at a slight additional barrier in a

region which is almost Impassible without It. The rugged
character of the river banks near Hingen, as Indeed all
the way from «'«.bleu» to the vicinity of Mayen-je, bat
become very generally known, on account of lte rare
beauty.

M.O-KXC-, with Caatel Just aeroet the Rhine, forais a

very Important station for the dofense of the river. M ty-
enee is surrounded with a baationed wall, wki« h in parts
it new, while the larger portion is very old. The moat it
dry, except on the north front. <>n the south sido is the
citadel, with its two bastions and the Eigelsteln. A row

of porte and lunettes surrounds the first wall, a little lu
adv .nee; and still further out, but not far, are several
detached forts, Mime of which occupy higher ground than
th«; low plain of the city. The largest of these is Fort
Wet* nau, which bas a good position on high ground
opposite the mouth of the Main. Below the town, on the
Maaren side, a foarth Hue of works has »been commenced,
considerably in advance of the third, since good ordnance
can reach the city over all three lines at they now stand.
Castel forms a large bridge head to the pontoon-briilge.

Ula composed of Ave bastions, with a ditch Ulled with

water, and with four lunettes covering the curtains. A

short distance below Caatel, and connected with It by a

wall, Iles Fort Montebello, a work of tome strength,
which could lie v«'ry useful in eaae of an attack from the
direction of Biebrich, or In ciase a crossing thoaid I* at-

teinpte.l by wsy of the two slightly fortified Islands,
Peter'! Aue and Iugelhelmcr Aue. A small fort stands
In .tlther angle of the two formed by the Junction of the

Main with the Miine, and good liitrenchmenU conn-set

the lever fort with « ;»»!. 1. («ustavua Adolphus fortified
this point I" tbeT.ilrtj tttttf War.
A railroa«! bridge »pan« the Milne above the Junction

with the Main, .mil i»- pmtivteil by a new bridge-head on

the light bank, and 1»> K.irt Wclaeueu on the li ft.

The Importance of holding linn jmssesslon of the mouth
of the Main, cannot be estimated t«xi highly. Custlne

took a.l.auiug« «if tin w»-i»kiies» of th«- place, In th«' cam¬

paign of ITW, .""' w"h a comparatively small army,

operated so suicensfnlly In the rear «>f the Prussians, as

to hasten their r« In .ii mid throw the contest back tmat

in run.11 »'"i ft» Main i» navigable an far up as Hani

bert and is «oan.« t««I with th«« Danube by a canal mu

aiiig'pine-W fftm tit» Begatte« Femtoel chea» heve

rendered this line between the Phiue nnd r^uiuhe, far
le«« important for military uses, than w hen',«, artenslel.cn,
and Jourdan, and Napoleon I. operated On it. The Main,
however, Is always Ilk« ly to play wane little part in any

great struggle on the Rhine. Ita lower course rommuiu-

catesdipctly between the fortress at Mivyenre, anil the

great railrtsut center at Frankfort. Sixty miles further
up it i« <-s the fortified old town of Wiirzfturg, willi its
sttui.- bridge and easy coiiimuuication in almost every
illret turn. And from the head of navigation at Bambers,
a railroad follows the appel Main northward, via Hof, to

Aite.iibiiig and Leipzig; and gund carriage roads lead to
rJchleitz, or to Coburg and Rudolstadt.
The fortiflcatlons of M ami kim were destroyed during

the Coufereuce of Rastadt, lu 1790, and have never been

rebuilt. Tho Neckar, which Is navigable as far as

Hcilbron, and empties hero into the Rhine; the railroad
which crosses the Rhino here, and the various carriage-
roads and bridge« which lead to tho city, make Manheim
a place of considerable Btrateglc importance. The good
marching roads from here to Darmstadt northward,
through tho 0<lenwald and to Würtburg eastward, make
thl« a favorable crossing point for turning the position
st Msyence. A very Important read runs from Manheim
almost direct to Meta, by way of Turkheim, Kaiserslau¬
tern and Haarbriick. Another road, branching from this
one at Kaiserslautern and running nortbwanl, passe«
Just east of Donnersberg and through to Mayence. Tho
road from Mi-U to euri egin-mlnn« ami Zweibrücken runs
th. ure through the H.iar.it Mountains to Landau and
GeniH-rshclm.
Lam>ai; occupies an advantageous position In this im¬

portant highway, andjust on the edge of the great plain
of the middle Rhine, to be what it has been called In
French history, " Le Boulevard de l'Alsace." Yet It is
but an ill-starred fortress, as we see by the freqaency of
its siege and capture. During the Thirty Years' War it
ws« seven times (raptured and recaptured. In 1684 Vau¬
ban fortified it securely by building a «*nsemated wall

supported by earth bastion«. Ills work has «ince been
often tested, and, though its Dower of resistance wat

flattering to the engineer, it has nevertheless been un¬

equal to the progress of the science of war. In 1702, for
Instant-«-, It held out against the Imperial army ti days,
at tin- end of wldch time It capitulated, but was gin a up
to France sgaln two months later, after the battle ot
Spire. Germany regained it H 181«.
Th- broad and farUi* platina on eli her M-te of thePJiltie,

from HstDBi-UBb to BautTaVDT, and rro» the Black
roiwst to the Vosges Mountains, are the special battle¬

ground »f th« Rhine, «id have b-stn the th«eater of more

horrors than civLilted countries are often obliged to wit- 4

ness. The very names of Tilly, Turenne, Melac, and
Louis XIV. are execrated by the inhabitants of the old
Palatinate, because associated with the memory of burn- I
log cities and butchered families.
NeUhrr the Qnelch nor any other except the ni, of the

tributarle« of the Rhine between Basle and Manheim, Is

navigable for steamers. Yet there are two forte on the

Qiielch.Landau and Hebmbkshkim. The latter is at its

confluence with the Rhine, and is the last German fort¬

ress we shall find lying on the river, as we ascend. Here
la also a well defended pontoon-bridge, which la all the
mon- important for being tho only one which la fortified,
between Mayence and Kehl. Uerniershelm is Inclosed
by s very Irregular work, which is itself Inclosed In a

semicircle of small fons, resting on the river above and

below the town. The Island Elisabethworth Is also fortt-
fled. A strong bridgehead, un the right bank of ta»

river, supisirted by two large fort«, with deep monta
Ulled with water, secures the bridge quite as much ss Ita

temporary character seem« to merit. The fort ill*-.it ion*

here were Btrongtseni-d and enlarged in isis, at a cost of

«J,«X»,0üö florins. This outlay is moro than Jiisüfled,
when we rousidor not only the lui|s>rtauce of a secura

crossing In this vicinity, But also the nec«ee«ity of guard-
lug the easy communication with the interior opposite
this point, and the nulruad Junction at Bruchsal.

At Wetseenburg the Fn-n.h frontier descends from the

mountain» into the beautiful ami fertile plain of Alsace,
following the Uiver Lauter to the Killuc, which France

enjoys fur her eastern lioiiii.lury rrom the Laiitertmrg to

Bash'. The " Welsseublirg Line" wa« built under the di-
re« Maa of Maranui ViHui - during the war of the H|iitiu*h
»ut-ceisslon, and consisted of a chain of light winks run¬

ning from the left bank of the Khinc. ulong the l_tul«r,
nearly 15 uitlea-WelMeiihurg Um If I«mg surrounded
with walls aaid tewt-r» while about it stood the. iiiajcatic
èto-Ummimti " *yiXtktVem%.'' That thule. h«v waa \

abandoned In 1867, by imperial decree, though the wolfes
were not rased, 'nie -ame decree degraded Hagtuaii,
winch never bn»l served any very importaut purpose na;
a fortress, unless in guai_ug the imperial Jewels u(
Friedrich I.
The Vosges mountain» run parallel with the Rhine, and '

form a second barrier for the French frontier. Like the
mountains of the Black Forest across the Rhine, they are

highest and broadest in their southern part, the Vosges
attaining a height of four thousand feet, and a breadth of

twenty-live miles. All the practicable passet through
tliese mountains have been fortified according to their.
Importance. The most northern road la commandedJjy
the fortress at B itech, which In 1193 and 1.15 withstood
several spirited attempts on the part of the Prussians to
capture it. It has a deep «liteh hwn in the rock, and.
lias been considerably strengthened quite rec»*_tly. Mi
minimum garrison is eight hundred men. Ports J'«-ti te
Pierre and Lichtenberg ore small wotha in small .»an*«'.»:.
The great central passage It by way of Baverne, and it

held by the fort at Pfai_7.bc r«, supported by «-3tr_-«m. ho !
on the Rhine, opposite. ITalzbuiw It net very strong
at present, bnt H hae been proposed to strengthen it and
establish a fortified camp »ere. «

Between Láveme and Belfort, are only two pratica¬
ble passes.by way of St. DM, »and by way of Remire- J
mont.sud these teem to be tufflciently guarded by the 1

fortreteee in the plain, and by B-U_roaT. The latter
stan Im lu the middle of the oponing between the Jura
and Vosges Mountains, and la an Important Junction for

all kinds of land communications, being in the direct
road between Basle and Paria. It hat been modernleed
and strengthened, and Is probably quite equal to the
demand np<»u it, considering that the pass le so fkr south,
and that Belfort it supported by several other forte along
the Boulia.
To return to Orman toll, we Had the most Important

stronghold of the Eastern tide of the Rhine valley at
Rastaht, on the Murg. This fortress Uee In the plain,
about four milet backfrom the Rhine, and la both modern
and extensive. Three large forte.Ludwig, on the right
bank of the Murg, and Leopold and Friedrich, on the left
-»»with strong bastions, wet ditches, eaeemated redoubts,
crenelated walls, luneta**, and towera, make at strong a

combination as can m expected where there Is no more
advaatae- of »ero».,,_. a fortified camp can easily be laid
out in cofuiec<>)n with these works, and may be quite
necessary for this pott, since neither the valley of the
Mmy nor tl> Btrasburg-Htattgart Une Is commanded by
the fijrtrc M gutlici» utly to prevent its use, If the sutton
ary *,rd' .ance It alone te be feared.
Et*t eridge over the Rhine at Kain. It iMglrtly fortified

00 '.fie German tide, and it the only German defensive
* «irk lu the Rhine valley south of Rattedt.
The Black Fuhrst la quite aa difficult of passage at

"Mia Votget Mountains, the mountains of the former be¬

ing somewhat higher, and pastas more difficult aud cir¬

cuitous, and more easily obstructed. The Valley of the

Kinilg and the Höllen Valley are the two most important
natur ff-r from the iUiijtt through to the Uppta Danube.
Beth gie ííuite frnctlcable, andonly the strong fortress
of Ulm, far down the Danube, teemt to olsitruct their
Unes of t»¡.«T:iti»»i.» ; though we should suppose either
pass might lie held by a small force, if Mureau, in sweep¬
ing the Black Forest, had not so r»-a«liiy driven out the
Austrian forces which were posted in each of them.

Btkasbceo hat¿ncariy 90,ooo Inhabitants, who are of

Gennan deaceat, but who spe»ak both* Qernian and

French with equal difficulty and defect. France has

strengthened the fortreaa considerably quite recently,
aad Is «still making lmprov.an.ente. The hastioned mi-

eetnte It tuiroundad with a moat filled with water. The

outwoiks and detached forts, small and large, finished
and unfinished, together with .the fine riUdcl Vm the

easU-rn »id«», «'«»liiribnle »o much »Ueiigth M mt M
work that atra*burg is not cou»a..« r««l Inferior even to

Mel/. Tie town lie« on the LI. bul alintxst touch»s the

Rhine, and securely holds the French side of the bridge«
here.
Further up the 111, lie the large towns of (k-HlXTrsTADT

and Colmar, the fonuer being! fortified by a bastloued

work, with ravelins and wet ditches. It secures the lin-

portant communications, by rail ai d otherwise, aloug
the plain and over the mountains.
Kui IIKKISACH IW-s on the Rhone Canal, about a mile

west of the Raine, and is fortified with strong towers,

and. together with Port Mortier, lymg near the river,

requires a garrlHon of more than J.ooo men. Alt-Br« umch

was al»o on«,- fortified, and was considered "The Key of

German);" but the Germany of to-day is another Ger-

ataer- ted has a ditter« ni kev.

TUE SPANISH SITUATION.
AN F.UROPEAN CONFLICT DEEMED IN-

EVITABLE.
A STORMT SESSION OF TRI «OORPS Ï.F.OWLATIF.

FRANCK BTILL AWAITING AH ANHWRR TO
lir.il Iil.MA NI.« .I-Kl »»I \ I «IV- F NTS TO PRIE« B
LEOPOLD'« Al « i:itai<>: OE IHK M'ANl.-ll
THRONE.TIIK EMPERor'8 nORbEfi SKMT to
THE FRONTIER.NAPOLEON TO »COMMAND
TUE ARMY IN FER-ON.NEWSPAPER COI-
MENTd.

Paris, Monday, July 11, irt.
In the Corps Législatif, to-day, the Duke »de Gram-

mont »1. dar« «1 that the Government und«ent<ood the
impatience of the Chamber- and the nation, but
could not yet make known the reault of negotiations.
It »waited an answer upon which ita movement«
would depend. All the foreign Governments t<>
which it bad adilrtwa» »1 iteelf »ppr»9>riat»ed the legiti¬
mate complaint of Fran«»«. He hop»«! that all would
soon be known to the »Chamber«, but to-day he must
appeal to the patriotism and acute of policy of each
member. M. Arago replied that, aa he deaired ¡w»

much as any one to hear pacific d,< laraüoiw, be must
ask tin- Minister of »Foreign AÜaira whetíier among
the queetious awaiting solution there were not tome
which had nothing to do with the tate of the Prince
of Hohenzollern, and ii to, he most conclude that the
Government only sought a pretext far war. The
clamor« of the majority prevented the Duke da
Grammont from making a reply.

It is asserted t hat France will not consent to .

Congress of the Powers until Prussia has yielded on
the question of Prune Leopold's candidacy.
It is reported that a telegraphic dispatch was sent

yesterday from Erna to the Emperor, by Count Beae-
detti. It was to altered by the Prussian telegraph«. i

tli.»t bille of it could be deeipheitxL Hie only pari
which could be understood waa to the effect thal
Prince leopold had received the content of the King
of Prussia to his acceptance of Gen. Prim's offer.
Punce Leopold is at Erna, and assiste in the Conn-

cils lield there by the King and his Ministers.
M. Paul Darcé left for Ems last night, with the

last instructions for Minister Bencdetti.
The project of a law is to be sabtnitted to the Corpt

Législatif prescribing the limits to which the presa
shall contine iteelf in publishing details of mihtarj
preparation*and movements.
The tiauloi» says the horses of the Emperor have

l»t*»n M nt to the frontier.
The Moniteur de Soir announces that it will ne

longer give publicity to the movement of troops, and
«»-hurts the other jonm als io adopt a similar rule.
The Conititutioanel says : It is rumored to-day thal

the King of Prussia, haa-approwd the candidature <»_

Prince Hohenzollern.
The Figaro says that the King of Pruana ia willing

enough ia aid in the affairs of ¡Spain, but reticent
.miugli as to the guarantees requested »of him.
The Journal says, in case of war, the Emperor will

commaud in person, with the Pnnee Imperial at«
tacb»ed to his staff.
I'ROIEEDLVGS IN PARLIAMENT.ENGLAND TO

1 H HER INFLUENCE IN FAVOR OF PEACE
.REPORTS FROM BERLIN. MOVEMENTS Of
PRP8UIAN IRON-CLADS . TONE OF THE
ENGLISH PRESS.

Lownoir, Monday, July li, ltm,
In the .Inns.' of I.«»r«Js thia afternoon,Earl Gran«

ville in reply to a question of Lord Malmesbury san.;
France having announced her determination tt
resist the election of Prince Leopold, Her Majesty'!
Government in conjunction with other powers wat

using every means to preserve peace and restore aa

aniiiT".!»! understanding. Similar statements wert
maiic -n the |part. of »Government in the House ol
Commons to-night. Mr. Otway, TJbder Foreign
Secretary, in reply to a question, said England had
not expressed herself favorably ou the Bcl»'.«.ti»»i ol
the Prince of Hohenzollern for the Spanish thron«»
Mr. Gladstono added that hi« nomination had
liken the Government by surprise. Franc«
had thi»eatened to proceed to extiemitíim, and should
she persist in executing her threat«, Her Majesty i

Government would exhantt every meant to prevent
war u})on a case so little warranting ".

The T\me» has just receiv»ed a telegram dated al
, Berlin to-day, announcing thal the reports pre»

'. iously forwarded from there touching naval prep¬
arations at the Haltie ports are unfounded. Then
is no undue activity on the part of the Prussiat

-navy, ami no popular excitement in Berliu. A pit«
cilio solution of »In- question at issue between Fran« «

and Pi iis6ia seems to be confidently expected every«
where.

.Several Prussian iron-dads now in Plymouth har»
bor received »miers yesterday to proceed to the Bal«
tie. To-day those orders were revok«*«-, and the ve«,

sels will visit Cherbourg, France, immediately.
The London leleprapk, in its article this morning

on the general uneasiness, says: "The war-pannt
might «lie out, only meu knoten to be in títe Empero, t

confidence are telling heavily."
The limes has a strong article on the Spanish tinte

-tion this morning, wherein it says :

-"ft it still possible to look calmly at the future. Tht
..mint-era must seek to Impress France with the extrays»
ganoe of Its ptetensions and susceptibilities In the <*<>

sence of real danger. Eventual war it only too prehaMe ;

yet such Jealousies tiave passed without collisions, ss ia

1840 and ISM. The tialanee of power' la uinli-servin. a

thought; the real Issue la the poe»scsei<oa of the left baut
of the Rhine, and the contest would last until one or tht

otlier became exhausted. nvtH_ation ht* everything to

lo»se In such a struggle. France Is clearly In the wrong.
Prussia denies the responsibility Fran»ee aserlbes to her.
France refuses to accept tlie disclaimer. How can Fran. .

object to any arrangement Spam considera within bet
own competence t Neutral Powers must act instantly,
unitedly, and firmly to prevent, if poesible, a collision."

The same paper, in its money article, deplore« the

damage indicted on French credit by the long-cou*
tinned excitement.
The Pall Mail Gazette thinks the cate ia eompli-

cated by the awkward consoquencw of Ollivier'i
declaration to the Corps Législatif of what Fiance
woidd and would not endure in regard to the nom¬

ination of Prince Leopold. It is dirhVult now tot

Prussia to withdraw or modify h«T policy.
THE POSITION OF REGENT .»-ERRANO.THE RE¬

PUBLICAN NEWSIAl'EKd ON THE CRISIS».
Maihuin Monday, July li, 1*70.

It is stated that at an interview on Saturday, the

Regent .Serrano told Baron Mercier that, aa a rule,
he never interfered with noininatitmt for the thmue.

as he desired that it should not be tal»l of «him thai-

he wished to retain the Regency ; and he added that

in the affaire of Prince LeojHrtd he had acted as m

a}] previous casca.

The Repubhcan newspapers of Spain blame the

.Government for the present crisis, and think the

immediate proclamation of a republic tho liest reply
to Franc*.
The Impareial insists that the French aun ia to

force Prince Alfonso upon the Spauieh throne.

E_Í_1TEMKNT IN PORT! "AL. MINISTERIAL
COI NCILS.
Usóos. M«»uday, July li, lira

The candidature of Prime Hoheutollein and tU

trouble that lu* gio»»" ¦¦* ,,f lt- emMM ihv «.*~<>
.acite-uent here. There have been te\ _al un* tin«*

ut the Ministers, occasioned by the exciting U lo-

grams from Loii«l«>n and Paris.

A TIIHKIT KKOM BERLIN.THE NORTH «JEEMAH
PARLIAMENT TO GIVE FRANCE HER ANSWER.

Bl inn», Monday, July li. MM

The Sortk German fiiuel'esajs the words nsnl hy
the Duke de Grammont in the Corps Législatif Is-«*

week were a provocation ratlu-r than the prudent
lauguag«' of a atateainaii. li this was the cbje t «»I

the Minister, he had better take cat*.

The North German Parliament baa beeu stiui-

moiied to give Franc« her answer.
I in,- of the semi-oflie-al journals this morning Ml

an article stating Unit Vtattt» iw-ntists m lu r *ttt*m

gam KUklh Vurne.


