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THE IMPENDING WAR.

THE PROBABLE THEATER OF OPERATIONS.
DEFENSES OF THE RHINE—THE FRENCH AND
GERMAN FORTRESSES OF THE BORDER. -

The map which we pubiteh {his moming shows
the probable theater of operations in the war now
threatened between France snd Prussis, and indi-
cales, at the same time, the territory whose con-
quest is Napoleon's real object in the campaign. The
possession of the Prussian Provinoes on the left bank
of the Rhine has lJong been the favorite dream of
_i-‘mzrh ambition. Geographically these " Prov-
inees may be said to belmg properly to the Em-
pire, the Rhine forming » mnstural boundary
between France and the German Confedera-
tions, although the population of the coveted dis-
tricts is German mther than French in ite sympa-
thies ns well as in its langnage. For many years
both  Powers have devoted huomense sums of
mouey to the strengthening of the froutiers and
their respective hnes of spproach, The fol-
Jowing article, prepared by s correspondent in
Dresden who has devoted much time to a minute
persoual examination of the localities, desoribes the
princival fortresses which an invading army from
pither side will have to encounter,

1 he Prussian frontier evosses the Rhine a few
i tes below Emmerioh, and ps long as Holland maintaios
W sltiet nentrality in all German and French  complios-
tie g, the topography of the Netherlands cannot belong
wo the sulgect of this paper. The country along the
Ehine 18 very flat aa far as Cologne, and the first large
wonntains are the Eifel, on the left bank, and the S8even,

n the right, The plaing wee fortile, aud favorable to the

mioving as well as the subsisting of armies, ™

WESEL I8 the first Prussian stronghold on the Rhine,
pril les on the right bank jnst below the mouth of the

Lippe, commanding both rivers.  The works were com-
wenced by Napoleon and finished by Prussia.  They con-

«t of an Irregular bastioned rampart with large ravelin
» fow outworks, w strong citsidel on the south frout, au:i
Fort Blilcher st the head of the pontoon-bridge which
trosse= the river at this point, The garrison of Wesel
uumbers at ordinary times nearly 6,000 men, while the
whole popnlation is only 16,000,

D =SELDORF I8 no stronghold, but enjoyes the best of
eommunicaiions, by rall and otherwise, to the four
points of the compass. A pontoon-bridge crosses the
:n v and 8 considerable body of troops Ls now stationed

ero.

CoLOGNE hns o beputiful stone bridge, for both steam-
cars und carringes, beside a pontoon-bridge and & steam
terry, and I8 & great raillrosd cemter, Its military Im-
portance s derived from these facts, together with its
position relative o the confines of the great plain in-
which it stands, and to the passcs on the south-west.
From the camp of a Roman legion, it has grown to u city
of 190,000 Inbabitanta. Its garrison, with that of Deuts,
Just woross the river, smounts to 7,000 men. The works.
consist of p well-preserved wall, with a deep diteh, and
wn sdvanced line of isclated forts, similar, but inferior,
W thisse about Parie. There sre eleven of these forta,
and Deuts has o strong bridge-head, with some additional
delensive works; bul none are nuhckuuf advancod to

ong-range flre
of modern ordnance. In the presant state of affairs, the
eduction of Cologne would seém quite o practicable un-
dertaking, #o long ae it i not defended by an army com-
petent to fake the open field, an army, however,
could be rapidly biled I active o
tuins at otler pointa shounld divert them. If o
wire onee posscesed by an ll“’lﬂil-l‘f ATINY, & COMPAra-
v i.f weenre line of o thons could be projeetad, which
siould follow & macadamized road through a praclicable
country, either to Caasel or to Hanover.

Drrusue thought it necessary to fertify Bonn, but mod-
ern warfare doos not seom (o require it, gince the ord-

nanee and tralns of these days good roads and an
ur n line of communications, suc could not west
of the Eifol Mountaine without being in grest dauger

froin the garrison st Cologne.

Two mnall rivers flow northward between AIX LA
Cuaretie and Cologne—the Erft, empiying a litile
above Diissgldort into the Rhing, and the Hoer, emptying
4! Roermonde into the Meouss. Thess are the only ob-
stucles botween the frontier and the Rhine, in an Alx s
Chnpelle-Calogne line of operations. The Erft cannot
serioudly impede the sdvance of an army, but the Hoer
offors special facilities for a line of defemsc from Diiren
Jiitich, across the two principal earriage roads snd the
rallroad. The Meuse, with ita forts nt Macetricht and
Veulo, secures the frontier north of Alx la Chapelle, so
Jong ae Molland remains to the North-German

Fund. Thst Aix la Chapelle, h unfortified, is &
*h-!rﬂ of eonsldernble strategie importance, will appear

Yot b mere ﬁlnnrtnt the fopography of Eastern Bel-
givm.  The Ardennen Wald wverlg&ven‘ irregular
wountains and valleys, and n{mnmu. TH AN lﬂlli.llﬂ
fuvorable enstward passsge st any point between Lux-

and Liege. From LIEGE, & railroad and an ex-
macadamized rosd pass through Aix la Chapelle
¢ e, From Brussels to Licge the communication
i# dirvet aod easy,  From Pars to Lk-i‘e, the old and
olten-travelsd road, vis Valenclennes, Mons, snd Brus
yila, I= the most favorable, snd Valenclennes, Le Quoa-
v, und Manbenge conld serve g8 an excellent base of
15, if necesanry, Another practicable route is
Mericres, or Rocroy, and the Meuse. But whether
at Loension of German territory across the Belgic fron-
tier may he expected at all, in 8 war between Franee and
Germ , must depend principally upon the attitude
assumes toward the belligereuts.
Argonne forest furnishes an excellent barrier
{mnr invading army which may enter France on a

o
Botr Verinn-Paria line of operations. The principal
anil most direct passago 18 vis St. Menshould, and this
$+ the sue which wis forced by the Prusslans under the

Duke of Hrunswick, woch to the discredit of its de-
fenders Dumourics wis 8o impres with the -
vitage of these passes that he exclalmed, o oocnpying
e, ™ Voila les Thermopyles deo la Prance ™

Ves Uy, Montmedy, and Longwy are all strongly fertl-
fed and cught to detain any invader long enough to al-
low an army to gather on the Meuse or ja the passes of
We Argonne forest, MEeTz, however, @8 tho mwst im-
pertant strategic point fu this part of France, asd), when
the works wow building are completed, wit be the
wrougest fortress. A strong wall, with bustioss, incloses
@ oy of more than 8000 imhabitants, and i=
garrisoned by 10,000 men. The fortifications are irrege-
Jar, but were vigy stropg even before the war of 16865,
und since then mportant werks kave been kaid out, amd

carried furward 1o an sdvancod dage, on feur comand-
\ng sites.  These ailow for the tmproved ravge of the
184 ot wrdnunee, as wellas for the destrective force of
wolern projectiles.  Two persmoent bridges spam the
Mumalbe &1 Lhis polut, where in alwo the ceaflurnee of the

B il The Moselle itself sends out as arm which in-
closs & part of the town, sad is called the navig
Moselle, sinee the primely
case wl & slege, the
Lo

hie
wal stream s interrupted. In
walel can be lnllel;nll.lf m n
slreats to inundste the low ground on I
sith-west sides of the town, making those fronts

From Metz, rail and lead
down the left bank of the river, & da, march, o Thion-
ville, eromsing the Orpe by sepsrate beidges, which may
botii be commmnded by & batbery posted on the opposite
Bauk of the Moselle,

THIOSVILLE s & small town inclosed by regularly lald
out works, with six bastions sud ravelins, and covered
by ten advanced lunettes. The river is bridged bere, and
forme an sland in the ceuter, which is strongly fortified.
The biridge is also defonded by & strong bridge-head, with
three Lastlons sud two raveline. Commanding eleva-
Lo ou eithor Wide of the river invite the enemy’s bat
Wrics. The value of Thionville, it eaptured, might not

be very greal, so long us Metz should remain intact, un-
bess ns w secondary base for s corps of observation, siuce
Tulonvilie und Motz togoether form & base for operations

ou L Moselle line, Metz being far the stronger, und still
eojoying cusy comwunlestion with the esst as well as
the south and west,

The Muselie furuishes the most direct possible line of
Operulions etween France and Prassis; it runs, indesd
RIGOSE Gl the direct Hue between Berlin and Paris; und

whichever party should undertske au invasion would
h'ii'm"'- o o Ibhf special reason for operating on any
tlcr line. We have found the French part of the Mo-

sello and the nelghboring districts to be strongly
puarded, and we now oome to an exsmiuation of the Gur-
wan defenses of the Mow:lle Hoe,

Luxemnuns was Holland's strougest fortress; and for
Fuarding the troutier sud fdefending the Rhine, as well
B8 for covering and supporting su invasion of Franee, no
bettor position can be found, The dismantling of the
works wis nevertholess consented to, as the priee of
Peace. Yet the work of destruction is so partial, or ad-
Vauces so slowly, us still 1o be the ocossion of complaiut,
And this s not surprising, for though the Prussian
soldiers are missed from the streets sud walls, and two
or l‘IIr—-- m;dn bave beon opened through the ramparts
on the wenker side, yot the outward aspeot of the rugged
-fuil- rr face has not changed in s r.ln;hl-" feature ; in
(‘,;w l‘i war, the fisst body of troops to reach the wwn

Wil ﬁm'u fortify the polots now exposed, snd thon
'PLL"',I ‘ !'f“‘ ndvantages of one of the strongest places in

-'l.;- pe. Ilt Lhis strength ba wore natural than artificiel,

:m! L.n-_ulln nation of Powers can expect to raze nature's
i \ul.u}m W W et word, even though it be a more just
;TII"I 1:11“!*"'5} which doomed this fortress, Can oliher
. ; and or Froussls be roguired to nil up 8l enormons
roet the luneuse ratine widel wlinost eneireles the Kreat
{rrth-n_ or to blow up the casemates hown b thie faoe of
11:‘1.1”'--.( rock on which the elty is Lballtt I pot, then
1Fu:m I:‘u:ff “{"::::L mnin for nges vonsidernbly stronger
Wil rose mbles. i i ‘lt"w""‘_“’h“'" T

The only well advanoed IPrussiond fortrens for the
Aefense of the Rhine st the froutier, (s BAAKLOUIS—~8
snall and antiguated work on the Laar, the chief

Wibutary of the Musele, Thie b eutirely lasdeguate W

the demand for an advanced post to hold the enemy in
check while the army is mobilized and brought forward,
or for & base of operations against Mets, Thionville, Ver-
sdun, and Paris. Very fmportant and practicable roads
Jead from here to Metz, Treves, Mayence, Manhelm, and
Landau. The unfortified town of Baarbriick bouetsof &

similar junction of excellent macadamized ronds leadin
to all of these important ndltary points. 1t I8 propose
to bulld several single forts in the most important passcs
of this district, as we learn from Lieut. Widdern,* a Ger-
man offiver, to whom we are indebted for many eareful

the n cumpalgns between 1792 and 1615, Widdern
Delioves the Rhine should be defended as far furward oy
posaible, dmju.::f the Germans unwaorthy to ;mm it,
if they would to defend 1t only standing behind it
He dooks upoi the valley of the Moselle, in the vieinity of
Treves, as the is gute of Germany, sud laments thnt
it is wo onrchessly left open. He sdvoeates the restora-
wou of Montroynl, a8 & substitute for Luxemburg. The
foriner hold was razed in ebedience to the tertns of
the pence of Ryswick. Tt lay on the river, about 25 miles
below Treves, In a pasition strong by nature, aqa ol

" ™mMONTMEDY.

tolmfwhm delineations, ss well as for narrations of,
o
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and Treves, beslde, “Yorming, together with three smaller
worke, n eort of 1o (tifled camp for o large body of troo s
Al of this Les v ader the guns of Ebrenbreitstein,’

An urmy of 300,000 ten can encamp under cover of the
various fors about Coblens. They can communicaté
caslly between the opposite bunks of both rivers, Ly
means 0f the railioad and pontoon bridges across the
Rhing, and_ the permancut raliroad and carriage boidges
acrons the Moselle,

*I'his strong position could be turned by erossing the
"Rhine ut NEUWIED—the point where Cmsar first eroesed
¢ —and ndvancing direetly northward by & macadamized
rosd through the Westerwald. This, however, would be a
pertlous undertaking, and though the passage should be
made without luterruption, & lne of communications
could not possibly be kept open so near to Coblens,

The Moselle, therefore, being so securely held at its
mouth by the Germans, und in ita upper course by the
French, cam affurd but s difficult lne of operations for
either; but the great facilit ‘uzl further operations, either
northward or southward, when this line should be u&r:

un

manding wot only s/t water and land ¢
along tise Mosolle, but slso the road over the Hundsrilck
to Bingen.

The strongest defensive point on the Hhine 18 ENREN,
PREITSTEIN, oppesite CopLEsz and the mouth of the
Moselle, ‘This @8 an elaborate fortress, lald upon, or
hewn into, s recky bluff, which proudly lfts liself 570
feet above tho right bank of the river, and overiooks &
large landseape to the west and south. On the north-
east, bowever, are higher hills, which ascend gradually
from the fout of Ebrenlireitstein, and from which the
fortress can be bombarded with great facllity. The
writer of this was positively amd persistently refused
permission to examine this exposed side of the fortress,
or even to take the view therefrom. This delicacy can
hardly be to conceal the strength of the place, Yetitls
nmgthuorthm lines of bastioned works have
been ekillfully enfinmed and y built on the
weak aide, so tha mrm-lanmsmnmmm it as
strong as the faces more favm

poasi for the has also an evident
e e woakmeas in  the Wen _walls,  bullt
of smasll and | stones, to enlarge the ares of
the da t & more t.

into tion
wolild affoct the tenabitty,
the besuty of the fortress, is anopen q I

Dbomb-proofs are re

+ though all” the nrtificial walla
mﬁm%;nd rolled di‘:"n into the i
omninous, however adm n to M.L wfn

covared m..ru’mm-mw rofused

mder. blew
:#:m.‘i‘;':ir evacuation, after which

[’Ml‘l 1o m;: restoration
the:
l!:.llﬁlﬂll:' Etlr{nlm-lllldu admits & garrison of four
thousand mwen, and its
enough for this foree
furnishes sn unfal
Ehrenbreitstein, st t ge
work 1 finished, Ao
proo M,,f"“ 1o aweep the river at
wbarrn::t::'m the fortress awld-be barmless on
eount of the grest doprossion
terstein les nu.:lm uml*“
rmﬁdl:::mmmﬁhnuw. and s iteol!
by three small outwor ¥ PR
“Tho City of Coblenz 18 Troun mm
which s piereed on the land side h,;':'nlr !go'g:n' 6!

ensetaied tow
those a6 sec by ensemat "9
lu:::. however, oannot be reached without o & gﬁ?

fur on the same fide, both of the Hhine and of the

d Constan-
sello, are the Lwo ul.ml:rrdfﬂéf‘m:i*‘h r.%u::ls sinndl.

tine, supported by th R o gt
) ler the stromn
Fnlri.lt‘“iﬁfﬂ:‘\lulnuy.umpt E‘.muiﬂguu:ln. ml(:
he Kurthause 5 1, nboul 920 fect hlghara e i
m:ﬂ would naturally be the uhljw'l ‘:-Eult-eﬂl-'.::l ilexu
o '"". emlfitl, eBisriy Coblene wonld be no mf‘r}
ll“»’”;:ﬁ- oy oonld be f{'utﬁlllﬂlﬁ:ﬁ:’l}.‘m
r: :J:r us woll us land s WOTKR RUDNORS
e & l.;:jﬂrl:::m:fl:f:ulmn
cuples B moderato ny
'r::ulil:nt':ng the uiue, sud the carriago ro

o+ Dier Wi el die Hiwinseldsige. Voo Ueori
dern Borlin, 100U,

£

Canlingl vou Wh-

fairly 1, would wake it seem worth
takiimg.

The River Lanx, nnpromising s& it appears, has di-
rected and assisted the march of many an army between
e Khine and Cassal. The rugged banks are guarded
by many & high bluff, and the rail and carriage roads
have made their way through with great difficulty, the
former being obliged to pass through a score of tunnels
between Ems and Glessen, Narrow p ot Lahnstel
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rendered this line between the Ehine and Tanube, far
leas tmportant for military uses, than when ‘Wartensleben,
and Jourdan, and ¥apoleon T operated on it. The Main,
however, is always likely to play some little part in any

great struggle on the Rhine, Tt lower course communi-
catea dirvetly between the fortress at Mayenee, and the
great rallroad center at Frankfort. Sixty miles further
the fortified old town of Wiirzburg, with its

up ik passes

.E,.m bridge and easy communication in alinost every
drection, And from head of navigation at Bamberg,
» rafiroad follows the upper Main no ward, vin Hof, to
Attenburg and Letpzig; and good roads lead to
Belileitz, or to Coburg and Rudolstadt.

The fortifications of MANHEIM were destroyed during
the Confercnes of Rastadt, in 1799, aud have never becn
rebuilt, The Neckar, which ls navigable as far as
Heilbron, and empties here into the Rhine: the railroad
which crosses the Rhine here, and the varions earriage-
roads and bridges which lead to the city, make Manbeim
a place of considerable strategic lmportance. The good
marching roads from here to Darmstadt morthward,
through the Odenwald and to Wiirsburg eastward, make
this a favorable crossing point for turning the position
at Mayence, A very important road runs from Manheim
almost direct to Metz, by way of Turkheim, Kalseralan-
tern and Baarbriick, Another road, branching from this
one at Kajserslsutern and running northward, pasees
Just east of Dounersborg and th to Mayence, The
road from Meta to uarirlu mines and Zweibriicken runz

[t

Nossou, and Diez, might easily be held by afew men
against an army, for nshort time, but all of these posi-
tions conld be turned, and the river could even be avelded
altogether, if only the bridges at Nassau and Limburg
oould be held. The Lahn is navigahle as far up as Wetz-
1ur, and, if unobstructed, mim be very useful for the
tran re are eight permaneut

named and

} beside those sl
the railroad bridges; and four 1ar pass from the
if.hnmuﬁushmehmnmﬁ‘:awmmw or

The NAHE 8 not a navigable river, and ita chief mili-
tary lmportance is as a slight sdditional barrier in &
region which is almost impassible without It. The rugged
W&:Lm rlnrl:n‘t..l‘n:unmﬁ ulmlud‘l-n
mn'? very m - Tare

MATENCE, with Castel just actoss the Rhine, forme s
yery lmportant station for the defense of the river. May-
enos 18 surrounded with » bastioned wall, which in parts
s new, while the larger portion s very old. The moat I8
dry, except on the north front. On the south sldeds the
citadel, with its two hastions nnd the Eigelsteln, A row
of porta and lunettes surrounds the first wall, s little in
advance; and still further out, but not far, are several
detached forts, some of which coeupy higher ground than
the low plain of the city. The largest of these is Fort
Weiscnau, which has s good position on high ground
opposite the mouth of the Main. Below the town, on the
Bingen side, a fourth line of works haa been commenced,
considerably in advance of the third, sinee good ordnance
can resch the olty over all three lines as they now stand.

Castol forms & large bridge-head to the pontoon-bridge.
It ls composed of five bastions, with o diteh filled with
water, and with four lanettes covering the eurtalos. A
short dlstance below Castel, and connectéd with it by s
wall, lies Fort Montebello, s work of some strenigth,
which could be very useful in ease of an attack from the
direotion of Blebrich, or in case & crossing sbould be at-
tompted by way of the two elightly fortified lalanda,
Peter's Ave sud Ingelheimer Aue. A small fort stands
in oither angle of the two formed by the junotion of the
Main with the Rhine, and good intrenchments connect
the Jower fort with Castel, Gustavus Adolphus fortified
this poiut in the Thirty Years' War,

A railrosd bridge spans the Khine above the janetion
with the Main, and is protected by & new bridge-hewd on’
the right bank, and by Fort Welsenau on the left,

The importance of holding firm possession of the mouth
of the Maln, caunot be estimsted too highly. Custine
ook sdvaptage of the weakness of the place, in the cam-
palgn of 1792, and with s comparatively small army,
operstod so successfully in the rear of the Pr ns

&um through the .;‘":fn Mountains to Landau

LANDAU pocuples an advantageous posttion in this im-
portant highway, and just on the edge of the great plain
of the middle Riine, to be what it has been called in
French history,  Le Boulevard de I'Alssce.” Yet it la
but an ill-starred foriress, as we soe by the frequency of
ita sloge aud capture. During the Thirty Years’ War it
wus seven times captured and recaptured. In 1684 Vau-
pan fortified it securely by bullding » casemated wall
supported by earth bastions, His work has since been
often tested, snd, though ite power of resistance was

un-
for

from
Forest
ground of the Rhine, and have been the theater of mbre
horrors than eivilized countries are often obliged to wit-
ness. The very namea of Tilly, Turenne, Melae, and

Lowis X1V, are ted by the inhabitants of the old
Palatinate, mtemud with the memory of burn-
ing citles and butchered familes

Nelther the Quelch nor any other exoept the T1l, of ihe
tributaries of the Rhine between Basle and Manheim, is
navigable for steamers. Yot there are two forts om the
Queich—Landau and GERMERRHEIN. The latter ia at its
confluenee with the Rhine, and is the last German fort-
ress wo shall find lying on the river, as we sacend. Here
18 also & well defended pontoon-bridge, which iz all the
more important for belng the only one which is fortified,
botween Mayence and Kebl. Germershelm 1s inclossd
by & very frregular work, which is itself inelosed ins
semieireld of small forts, resting on the river ahove snd
below the town. The lsland Elisabethwirth 15 also fortl-
uammmﬂ.ummma:m
river, supported by two lstge forts, with deep mosts
filled with water, secures the bridge quite as much ss its

here were strongthened and eularged in 1535, ut ncont of
15,000,000 florins. This cutlay is more than jnstified,
when we cousider not only the lmportance of a secune
crossing in this vicinity, hut also the pecessity of puand-
g the easy communication with the tuterlor opposite
this point, and the rellrosd Junction at Bruchsal.

At Welasenburg the French frontier deseands from the
mountains into the heautitul and fertile plain of Alsace,
tollowing the River Lauter to the Ehine, which Franoe
enjoys for her eastorn L fary from the Lauterburg to
Basle, The * Welssenburg Line’” was bullt under the di-
roction of Marshal Villars during the war of the Spanish

1o haaton thelr retreat and throw the contest back upon
Germsn foil.  The Main is uavigable as far up as Ham-
w,,mum-mmmmn » canal rin-

ning peraliel with the Roguita Political changes have

, Mo bme i

P, nnd ted of achain of light works run-
ning from the left pank of the Khilne. along the Lauter,
uearly 15 miles—Weolsseuburg itnelt

i o uh‘l ummnwhd A
7 Burtestun.” “l’h‘ﬁhku i
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bandoned in 1867, by imperial decree, though the works
:;;u not d. EAme dumd'ﬂgrulglh Hagount,

fnrtmu]
;‘rlud.r'.ch A

form & second barrier for the Fremeh frontier. Like the
mountains of the Black Furest ncross the Rhine, they are
highest and broadest in their southern part, the Vosges
mlnlnsnhelgble!ranrwmt.mdnbmdthot
twenty-five miles, All the practicable passes through
these mountains have been fortified according to their,
{mportance. The most northern road 18 commandad by
tho fortress at Bitsch, which in 1799 and 1818 withstood
ted attem onmmrmmmm.

capture It has a deep ditch in the rook, and J
hoa been conslderahly guite recently. ‘The
n 18 elght men, FortaPetite
Lichtenberg are small works in amallpasscs.
The great central passage is by way of Baverne, nud is
held by the fort at PPALZRURG, supported by STRASDURG
on the Rhine, opposite, PFALZBURG is net very strong

minlmum
Fierro

Delween Laverne and Belfort, are only two prastion-
ble passes—by way of Bb Dié, and by way of Remire-
mont—and thess seem to be sufficlently guarded by the
fortreeses in the plain, and by Bmironr. The lafter
stands in the middle of the opening between the Jurs
and Vosges Mountains, and 1s au important junction for
all kinds of land communications, being in the direst
road between Basle and Paris. It has been modernised

strengthened, and i probably quite equal
Mﬁmdmwm‘n M&amhnmhmm.m
and that is by several other forts along

the Doubs.

To return to German soil, we find the most important
stronghold of the Eastern side of the Rhine valley at
RASTADT, on the Murg. Thia fortress lies in the plain,
about four miles back from the Rhine, and s both modern
and extensive, Three large forts—Ludwig, on the right
bank of the Murg, and Leapold snd Friedrich, on the left

umpnmemmmmﬂt. The fortifieations |-

| ~with strong bastions, wet ditches, casomated redoubts,

eronslated walls, lunetins, and towers, make a8 strong s
ﬂﬂnlﬂll:‘um ‘pe expected where there hu%
out in M%‘W&?‘“‘?.‘:m
for ﬁ: winoe nefther mmrot the
ll-glﬂﬂ'.n line 4 commanded by
the fortre g mﬂ!clenu{ow prevent ita use, if the station-
ary ordrgnoe Is alone to be feared.

The ‘oridge over the Rhine at Kun is stightly fortified
on ¥ e German side, and 18 the only German defensive
'nﬁommmﬁ’mmaam

The BrAck FOREST is quite 2a difficult of passage a8
he Vosges Mountains, the mountains of the former be-
ing somewhat bigber, and passes more diffcult sud cir-
enitous, and more easily obstructed. The Valley of the
mmmnmvmmmwmw
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ot Ulm, Mdﬂ‘nﬂmwbwweh
lines o q;mﬁnl: thongh we should suppose either
be held by o small foree, if Moresi, lu aw
:thn X had not so readily driven out
Aurtrian forces were posted in each of shem.
BIRASBURG 90,000 inhabitants, who are of
_German descent, but Who speak both™ German sud

_and unfinished, with fine d#l\mﬂmt?o
) u

u-l:n o bn‘:an lh:r:ﬁ'“mm. even to
L“E; e e o Frencl side of the bridies
l'l.rmrwmm.hnhalnrpmdmm
and COLMAR, the forier Mndmmby.hu':r::

work, with ravelins and wet ditches, It secures
tant communieations, by rail svd otherwise, alung
ﬁ plain and over tho wountalns.

NEU-BEEISACH lies on the Rhone Canal, abous a mile
west of the Ruine, and 18 fortified with strong towers,
and, together with Fort Mortier, Iying near the river,
requires a garrison of more than 3,000 men. Alt-Brelsach
was also once fortified, sud was considervd * The Key of
Germany;” but the Germany of to-day is snother Ger
many. abd has u diflerent ev.

ich never had ssrved any very lmportant IR
o unless in M(mplfnpmq'{

Tho Voages mountain ran parallel with the Rhine, snd 1

#
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THE SPANISH SITUATION.

e —

AN EUROPEAN CONFLICT DEEMED IN-
EVITABLE.

A STORMY SESSION OF THE CORPS LEGISLATIV—
FRANCE STILL AWAITING AN ANSWER TO
HER DEMANDS~PRUSSIA CONSENTS TO PRINCE
LEOPOLD'S ACCEPTANCE OE THE SPANISH
THRONE~THE EMPEROR'S HORSES SENT to
THE FRONTIER—NAPOLEON TO COMMAND
THE ARMY IN PERSON—NEWSPAPER COM-

T Paris, Monday, July 11, 1470

In the Corps Legislatif, to-day, the Duke de Gram-
mont declared that the Government understood the
impatience of the Chambers and the nation, but
cvuld not yet make known the result of negotistions.
It awaited an answer upon which ita movements
would depend. All the foreign Governmenta to
which it had addressed itasclf approciated the legiti-
mate complaint of France. He hoped that all would
soon be known to the Chambers, but to-day he must
appeal to the patriotism and scnse of policy of each
member. M. Arago replied that, aa he desired e
much as any one to hear pacific declarations, he must
ask the Minister of jForeign Affairs whether among
the guestions awaiting solution there were not some
which had nothing to do with the ease of the Prince
of Hohenzollern, and if 0, he must conclude that the
Government only sought s pretext for war. The
clamors of the majority preveuted the Duke de
Grammont from making & reply.

It is asserted that ¥France will not consent toa
Congress of the Powers until Prussia has yielded on
the question of Prince Leopold’s candidaey.

It is reported that a telegraphic dispateh was send
yosterday from Ems to the Emperor, by Count Bene-
detti. It was so altered by the Prussian telegraphers
that listle of it could be deeiphered. The only parl
which could be understood was to the effect thad
Prinee Leopold had recedved the consent of the King
of Prussia to his acceptance of Gen. Prim's offer.

Prinee Leopold is at Ems, and aesista in the Coun-
cils held there by the King and his Ministers.

M. Panl Darcé left for Ems last night, with the
last instructions for Minister Benedettl.

The project of a law is to be submitted to the Corpe
Legislatif preacribing the limits to which the prees
shall confine itaelf in publishing details of military
preparations and movements,

The (raulois says the horses of the Emperor have
been sent to the frontier.

The Mowiteur de Soir aunounces that it will ne
longer give publicity to the movement of troops, and
axhorta the other journals io adopt a similar rule.

The Comstitutionnel says: It is rumored to-day that
the King of Prussia hasapproved the candidatare of
Prince Hohenzollern,

The Figaro says that the King of Frussis is willing
enough to aid in the affaire of Spain, but reticent
eaough as to the guarantees requested of him.

The Journal says, in case of war, the Emperor will
command in person, with the Prince Imperial aty
tached to his staff,

PROCEEDINGS 1IN PARLIAMENT—ENGLAND TO
USE HER INFLUENCE IN FAVOR OF PEACH
~—REPORTS FROM BERLIN — MOVEMENTS OF
PRUSSIAN IRON-CLADS — TONE OF THE
ENGLISH PRESS,

Lo¥nox, Monday, July 11, 1470,

In the House of Lords this afterncon, Earl Grans
ville in reply to a question of Lord Malmesbury said;

| France having announced her determination ta
'| reoist the eleetion of Prince Leopold, Her Majesty’s
{ Government in eonjunction with other powers wia

| USIDE GVery means to preserve peace and restore am
amicnble understanding. Similar statements were
male on the fpart of Government in the House of
Commona to‘night. Mr. Otway, Under Foreign
Becretary, in reply to & question, said England had
not expressed herself favorably on the selection of
the Prince of Hohenzollern for the Spanish throna
Mr. Gladstone sdded that his npominstion had
taken the Government by eurprise. France
had threstened to proceed to extremities, and sbould
she persist in exeeuting her threats, Her Majesty's
(joverument would exhanst every means to preveud
war upon & case so little warranting it.
The Times has just received a telegram dated of
|, Berlin to-day, announcing that the reports pre
viously forwarded from there touching naval prep-
arations at the Baltic ports are unfounded. Thers
is no undue sctivity on.the part of the Prussias
vy, and no popular excitement in Berlin, A ps
cifio solution of the question at issue between Frunce
and Prussia scoms to be eonfidently expected everys
where.
Reveral Prissian iron-clads now in Plymouth han
bor received orders yesterday to proceed to the Bal
tie, To-day those orders were revoked, and the ves
sels will visit Cherbourg, Frances, immediately.
'+ The London Telegraph, in its article this morning
on the general uneasiness, says: “The war-panie
might die out, only men known to De in the Emperor's
The Times haa a strong article on the Spanish ques
-tion this momning, wherein it says:
< 474 1 still possible to look calmly st the future. The

Y ‘Ministers must seek to impress Franco with the extrays

mmmﬂmmwmnmm
sence of real danger. Eventual war is only too probable ;
mmmmm&umm ae s
1840 and 1858, The ‘balance of power 18 undeserving a
thought; the real issue is the posscssion of the laft bank
of the Rhine, and the contest would last until one or the
other beeame exhausted. Clvilization hes everytbing to
lose in such a struggle. France is clearly in the wrong,
Prussia donies the responsibility France aseribes to her.
France refuses to accept the disclatmer, How can France

]
object to any AN t Bpain aid within hea
own competence! Neutral Powers must act inataatly,
mm.mmmmumm.m"
The same paper, in its money article, deplores the
dsmage inflicted on French eredit by the long-cons
tinued excitement.
The Pall Mail Gazeits thinks the caso is compli-
eated by the awkward consequences of Ollivier's
deelaration to the Corps Legislatif of what Frunce
would and would not endure in regard to the nom-
instion of Prince Leopold. It is difficult now for
Prussia to withdraw or modify her policy.
THE POSITION OF REGENT SERRANO—THE RE-

PUBLICAN NEWSPAPERS ON THE CRIsis.

MapriD, Mondsy, July 11, 170,

It is stated that at an interview on Saturday, the
Regent Berrano told Baron Mercier that, a8 » rule,
he never interfered with nominations for the throne,
a8 he desired that it should not be sald of him that
he wished to retain the Regencey; and he added that
in the affairs of Prince Leopold he had acted as in
all previous cases.

The Republicun newspapers of Spain blame the
Government for the present crisis, and think the
immediate proclamation of a republic tho best reply

France.

"m Imparcial insists that the French aim is to
fores Prince Alfonso upon the Spauish throne,

EXCITEMENT IN PORTUGAL — ¥INISTERIAL

COUNCILE.
Lispos, Mouday, July 11, 1970
of Prince Hohenzollern nm‘l the
lﬂnﬁlﬂhlpnwnuuhrﬂt. causes the greatest
:?m; here. There have been several mectings
of the Ministers, occmsiomed by the exciting tele-
grams from London snd Paris.
FROM BERLIN—TNE NORTH OERMAN
A :‘l:wmtm TO GIVE PRANCE MER ANSWER.
Brnrrs, Monday, July 11, 50
The North German Gaseite says the words used by
ibe Duke de Grammont n the Corps Logislatif last
woek were a provocation rather than the prudent
Janguage of o statesman, 1i this was the objert of
the Minister, he had better take care.
The North German Parlisment has Dbeen sum-
moned o give France hor answer. ”
One of the semi-official journals _dnl_ morutug
an article stating that France pc_nlm in her u_mm.!
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The candudature




