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TTALIAN NOTES.
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FLORENCE — CLIMATE — AMERICAN RESIDENTS —
JOURNEY TO ROME—A NIGHT ON THE ROAD
T_AN ITALIAN INN—A GOOD OMEN—PASS-
PORTS — PAPAL FINANCE—FIRST VIEW OF
ROME.
[FROM AN OCCASIONAL CORRBSPONDENT.]

On my arrival in Florence about the middle of No-
vember, all illusions with regard to the enchant-
ments of an Ttalian Winter were speedily dispelled,
The broad suushine on the favored side of the street

» strong temptation to outdoor exercise on
pleasant days; but the spell soon passed away ; and
on crossing over into the shade, a sudden chill suc-
ceeded the friendly warmth, and made one long for
the sight of a good American coal-fire. As you
turned the corner in another direction, yon were
met by a piercing blast from the Apennines which
reminded you more of an Autumnal breeze of the
White Mountains, than of the soft Italian skies,
The trath is that in this climate yon must be pre-
pared for regular Winter weather, or you will suffer

alike in yonr feelings and your Thealth.
The temporary  warmth only  predisposes
vou to take eold easily, and without con-
stant precautions you can lardly escape that

incopvenience. Thick clothing is a8 necessary as in
New-York, and the transition from sun t3 shade in
the strect occasions a far greater exposure. In fact,
nobody acquainted with the Italian climate ever
walks in the sun, the native sticks to the shady side
st all hazards, and if you see one tempted by the
treacherons warmth of the opposite side, yon may
got him down as an Englishman, or an American who
keaps to his old babits under every change of cireut-
slances.  The Bummer, however, is hiot enongh in
Florence to make a stirong contrast, and one by no
means sgrecable, to the inclemency of the Winter.
Durivg & former visit to the city, in the month of
Aungust, 1 found the heat almost intolerable. The
Arno was wholly unworthy of its reputation, and
had the appearance of o long, arid sund-bank, rather
thsn of a beantiful stream of water, The mag-
niticent bridees seemed to be without purpose, as you
conld almost oross the bed of the river dry-shod.
Since the politieal changes which have made Flor-
enco the capital of Ttaly, its social character, as I am
informed, has experienced cousiderable modifica-
tions, and perhaps, not in all respects for the better,
The treasures of art which have made it one of the
wprincipal eenters of asthetic enltivation, of conrse,
remain the sawe. Inospite of every offset, they will
always attract the traveler from distant lauds, and
riehly reward him for his pilgrimage. Perhaps no
European objects of interest have been more faith-
fully described than the galleries and palaces of

Florence, The untraveled American becomes famil- |

jar with their details throngh the excellent works
that have been written on the subjoct. But no de-
seription ean do justice to the reality, and an intelli-
gent enriosity ean only be gratified by s personal

visit. Hence Florence will eontinue fo be one
of the principal sources of interest to  the
foreign tourist. DBut he will hardly find the

Florence of his dreams, the Florence of his books,
except in its monuments of art, Even the language
of the people has lost something of the purity and
sweetness for which it bas been famed. The genuine
“Tusean has snffered more or léss corrnption from the
influx of strangers from other parts of Italy since
the Revolution. You meet in the strects with many
new-comers from Lombardy, aud Genoa, and Naples,
and, a8 a natural consequence, strange dialects have
greatly impaired the legitimate traditional vernaen-

S

southern portions of Italy. AsT passed through

Verngia in the evening, 1 have no idea of ita appoar-
ance by daylight, but I am told by friends who
stopped  there & short time on their way
to Rome, before joining my traveling party:
that its aspoct is gloomy, the stiecia nar-
row and dark, often covered over whth massive
arches, and running down into the depths of the
valley, which hardly a ray of light can penetrate,
1t was rather late in the evening before we reached
Toligno, where wo were to pass the might. A
wretched omnibus awaited ns at the station, in
which we drove to the still more wretched inn,
anhinty}]mu‘ld be ecolder than our reception. We

1 throngh a dark conrfiyard, and, on ing at
he door of the house, were left to grope onr way na
wo conld, Nosmiling head-waiter came to greet our
arrival : there was no stalwart porter to look after
our bageage ; and it was some time before we canght

sight of the drowsy landlord, who at Just
vouchsafed to 1.11511'::.1“"f hjs' nn;l;-nmn:n to |I|n-
swer  our domand for lmlringa. 1t was
a  bitter cold night, and we were chilled

to the bones, and the stone floors and stair-
cases seemed to freeze a8 weo tonched them; but on
inquiring for a room with a fire, I waa told that
there was no sach thing in the honse, and was shown
into ap immense barn of a chamber, ovurx pane of
glass in which was rattling in the wind. A mild in-
sinuation on my part that gnch a lodging might
prove fatal brought ont the pleasing fact that I had
only to puss through two or thres rooms to find.the
lining-hall, a huge apartment, in which a fire could
we mide. 1 at onos nccepted tho slternative, the
landlord—who proved to be host, waiter, and _echam-
bermaid in one—fetched in enormous {n?ml:n of wood
with lis own hands, applied kindling of lighted pa-
per, and after an ineredible performance on a of
gnperannuated bellows, my patience was at longth
rewarded by s cheerful blaze on the eapacions
hearth, There was soon fire enongh to roast an ox,
or say perhaps a large n‘hneg; the red glow pro-
duced a dreamy sense of comfort, from which I wns
awoke by the return of the landlord, bearing the
supper in his hands.  This personage turned out to
be something of & charscter after all, He might
have been more than sixty years of age. A few thin
gray locks struggled out from beneath the black
velvet cap which covered his head, giving him the
appearance of a reformed monk. His com lexion
miht he ealled almost rosy, for an Italian, showing
signa of good cheer in his day, of which, however,
his guests did not recerve the benefit, He was dis-
Fw:d to be sociable, auswered our blundering ques-
ion with superfluons affability, and evidently tried
to make np in politencss what was wanting in the
1l of fare, The supper was execrable. To be per-
foetly candid, 1 must own that it was the worst 1
ever tastod since 1 lofi college-commons, 1t e msisted
of a thin soup, resembling warm water slightly
dashed with salt, n picoe of sodden leathery ment,
purporting to he beef, from which long contaet with
the oven hud dried out all savor, and an aboriginal
fowl whieh deficd every sttempt at a close acqguuint-
anee, with a salad of Litter herbs, which even the
veslt olive oil of the conntry could not make palata-
e, A dessert of stale eonfectionery, which had
doubtless done service on similar occasions from
time immemorial, and s fow withered grapes, com-
pleted the repast. A merciful Providence tempered
the wind to the shorn wayfurer “in tho worst inn's
waorst room,” and earried me safely 1hr1-u{|}‘ the
pight, The morning was brilliaut under the Winter
sun of the South, and we left. Foligno for Rome in
ol spirits and with a good omen. ‘This was n
ittle ineident too trivial to bo noticed, but ita odid
eharacter has impressed it on my memory. On arriving
at my hostelry for the night in Foligno, and naturally
takitg ont my wateh, I found that a portion of the
ohain, with thie key and “trimmings," was gone, They
were of no great Value, to be sure, but a certain Pick-
wickian interest 1had in them made me lunent their
loss, Thinking that they might have got broken off
in the confusion of landing, 1 at onee cansed a search
to be made in the old omuibns which drove us fo the
inn, and the rooms and passages through which 1
liad groped on the w:?- to my apartment, but of
eonrse they conld not be found. T then called to
mind that'on looking at my watch in the train just
before reading Foligno I had some trouble in draw-
ing it out under n closely buttoned overcoat, amd
conelnded that the chain had parted there and
dropped on the floor the carmiage. Of course, I
gave it up for lost, and resigned myself to the in-
evitable, Bt in the morning while waiting on the
platform fur the Florenee train, another train of a
different line, from Terni to Ancona, came in from

Jar. The police of the city is also said to be on a less
efficient footing than formerly, and many travelers
complain of the increasing confusion and disorder of |
the streets. 1 cannot speak from my own expericncs
on this point, but it is certainly natural to suppose
that the invasion of a host of adventurers, who are
actunlly foreigners, though nominally Itulians,
ghould produce the same consequences 58 in other
quarters nearer home. A matter of gtillk more
interest 1o American travelers who contemplate
prolonging their stay in Enrope is thie great dncrease
in the prices of the means of living.  Tam told that
Luth provisions and honse-rent are nearly, if not
quite, three times dearer than they were ten or fif-
teon years ago.  This, however, does not prevent
suany of our conntrymen from selocting Florence as
a temporary residence, for the sake of its artistic at-
tractions, and the delightful seenery of ita environg;
and even with the increased expense of housekeep-
sug. I believe, they find it cheaper to live here than
in New-York or Boston, and receive more money's
worth for the same money, Beside the American
artists in this city, there are several families who
muake it their home for the present, and who live in
a style of comfort, or luxury, according to their
tustes, which they could not so easily command
with our extravagant prices, that we lave
fnlerited among  other dissstrous  fruits  of
14 Rebellion. I hope 1 violate no conrfesy in speak-
foeof one family, in partienlar, whe hold a distin-
goished position in the literary society of New-York,
~whose house presents n most kindly welcome to the
American visitor that can claim their sumptuous
Lospitality, and whoss devoted attentions to the
«tranger make his sojourn in Florence one of the
most agreeable recollections of a European tfour,
Not content wish the mechanical discharge of impor-
1aut official functions, the Lead of this house has no
gincerer pleasure than to surround his old American
{riends, from the moment of their arrival, with an
atmosphere of kindness, and to apply all the re-
sources of his palatial abiode to their entertainment
aind gratifiention, He still finds time, 1 was glad to
awotive, for the enltivation of his favorite tastes, and
#iis rare collection of curions and exquisite speci-
anens in literature and art, which has ealled forth
#nch admiration from amateurs, will be enbanced in
walue and interest by the opportunities afforded at
1his shirine of the Beautifal.

Although, as we bhave heard, all roadslead to
Rome, | am snure there are fow more inviting than
the milway from Florenee through Perugia and
Foligno, which is bordered on each side by some of
the most charming scenery in Italy. The depot at
the station from which we start is itself an archi-
toctnral wonder, It forms a spacious and magmifi-
cent crystal palace cnriehed with costly adornments
of art.  This, indeed, is the case with many of the
ruilway stations in Ialy, especially that in Milan,
which combine convenience of arrangement with
gplendor of execution. The walls of the interior are
covered with elaborate paintings, often representing
an enlarged proportions some of the most celelirnted
wnster-pieces of art, and illustrating the taste of the

Jtalians  for surrounding the ecommon  reali-
ties of Jife with forms of Dbeauty. The
ewiftest irnin  to Rome, which performs the

journey in abont twelve hours, travels only by
might. T was unwilling to lose the novelties of the
way, and accordingly decided to take the morning
train, and stop over night on the road. T was well
rewarded for the delay, in spite of the horrid country
jnn ot Foligno, which I am persnaded cannot be
pnatehed in all Haly for its disagrecable accommoda-
tions, or rather for its fabulous neglect of the ne-
commeodations demanded even by the most nnexact-
§ng traveler. Our course, for some time, was along
the delightfal valley of the Arno, with an énchant-
fug view of Fiesole gradually fading in the distance,
As we advanced on the jonrney, the mountains on
each gide gave grandenr to the scene. finely con-
grasting with the soft verdure of the plains below
which had thus far escaped the touch of Winter.
The frequent roine of mediwval costles on
the hights presented = suggestive memorial
of the age of chivalry, We first saw the
Veautiful waters of ILake Thrasymeue, a8
the sun was setting in clonds of purple
splendor, and the historical recollections of the spot
1 farever Llended with fhe loveliness of the
landscape. It was after dark when we passed |
through Perugia. 1 wonld gladly have remsined
to visit the curious antiquitics of this city, which
coutains many precious monuments of art, but 1 was
bound to move on. The town is situated on a high |
table-land, the sides of which slope suddenly down
to the adjscent valley, exposing it to the mountain |
winds, which seem disposcd to give no quarter to
the ungnarded traveler. I found the late November |
cold even worse thsa that of Florence, hut uot so |
pud us I afterward experioncod in the extreumy |

the opposite direction, and stopped fora few tinutes,
One of the carrisees had a cartain familiar look, and
the thought at once struck me that it might possibly
be the one in which I had come the night before from
Florenee. 14 was n desperate hope to find my chain
after o jonrney of so many hours to Terni and back,
but 1 resolved to try the experiment, and asked the
conductor to open the door. 1 entered the carringe,
and behold, the first thing which met my eye was
the lost jowel, glittering in the morning sun, and re-
posing u8 quictly under the sent, as if it had not
traveded so far in a land of beggars and bricanis.
The greatest mirncle in the whole atlair was that the
conductor refused a picce of silver which I offered
him in return for my good luck, though before the
train left an under servant of the vomd, who had
witnessed the same, held ont his hand with a vele-
ment appeal for the money. I accepted the recovery
of what T had lost as & gracious omen, nnd under its
cheorfulintluence pursued wy way to Rome rejoiving.

The remainder of the journey presented no features
of remarkable interest, Upon approsching the eity,
the train halted at a little station on the rowd,
officers in the Papal nniform made their appearance,
and meandering throngh the cars, deman w#il of the
passengers the p:wpo[w. This was the first time
on the preseut, as on a former Enropean tonr, that [
bad occagion to claim the protect'on of the Awmeri-
ean eaile, which is displayed in hideous earicature
on the costly official doonment 1 gquestion. My
passport Liad pever been taken from my pocket-hook,
except in one iustance to prove my wdentity at o
Swiss post-otlice, and 1 that case, a8 [ afterward dis-
covered, a visiting card would have done jost as
well, Neither in Austria, nor the Kingdom of Italy,
is the ordinance of passports still in foree; mueh loss
in I'rance or Germany ; you may go and come as you

plensze,  without wsking leave of impertinent
officials;  and meed note the indorsement of
the BSecretary of State to show  that yon
are  neither A Hpy nor & smngeler,

nor a fukitive from jnstice. Tt is only the fragment
of the Papal Btates that now boasts of a geograph-
jcal aud political existence, which yon ean neither
enter nor depart from without the license of the
police inseribed on your ilm]nrrt. No provious visé
of a Roman authority, however, is now necessary
before your passport is valid, as has until recently
been the case, and which has often proved a sonrce
of embarrassment to foreien travelors. 1 was unable
to ascertain the point with certaiuty until 1 appliced
to our Consul-General in Florence, who was the first
toinform me that an American passport is good
without a Roman visé, although yon caunot leave
the city before you have paid tive lire (abont one
dollar) for that ceremony. The polive have even an
ofice  at the railway station where you can
pay your money, and obtain the requisite sig-
natures, if you have neglectad to do so before, al-
thongh it is usual to bave the bnsiness mljunlmi by
one of the servauts of your hotel, a few days before
your departure,  The whole matter is one of dollars
and eents, Every devicee has been invented to re-
cruit the bankrupt Papal treasury. Infullibility l-]y
no means guarantees solvency. The eare of souls
may be attended to throughout the aniverse, even if
the domestic exchequer 18 deficient in cash. The
host of strangers that constantly passes throngh
Rome is treated like a mileh-cow, whose plethorie
udder can never he pressed to exhaustion. A conve-
nient pretext is found in the passport system, which
as an seeney of the polics is a nullity, but as an in-
strument of finance 18 an effectual means of extor-
tion. I will do our officers the justice to say that we
were treated with perfect eivility, They were as
mild-mannered men us ever “senttled ship, or cut a
throat.”  We passed throngh nlittde oftice, in an ir-
regilug Hine, handing over our passports ns we went
ont,  The numes were entersd on a register, the
documents were rotained by the officers, who went
on with the train, and at the last station, before
reaching Rome, the said papers were restored with
I?u' proper indorsement. We were now free of the
Eternal City, as long as we made it our temporary
residence, but wo be to the unlucky wigh{ who
ghould attempt to escape from its sacred precinets
hefore srmoothing the palm of the Pope with his con-
tribution to the treasury,

The enstam-house regulations for the bageage of
travelers arviving ut Rome are sufficiently liberal—
in faot wore so than in some of the other Italian
cities. There is no vexatious searal, exeept in sus-
pected cases, the examination is merely nominal,
and atter a short detention, the passenger is allowd
o gather Lis traps together and proceed to bis hotel
Indeed it is usual for those acqnainted with o
responsible banker in Rome, or having the nume of
one on their letters of oredit, to procure through Lis
a?vu.{»}' a free pass (lasoia passarel from the Minister
of Finance in the city, and ju that case their bag-
gage goes through without inquiry. Yoo ean drive
ut onee to your hotel, and giving your puss to the
head-porter, he will have your bageage on the spot
almost before you have time tv wash your
bunds.

The view of Rome upon approaching the city
from the Cumpngnn which hns  been so mm-?;
oclebrated by the writers of books of travels is not
soen 1o advantage by the railway passonger. He ob-
tains a ghmpse of the dome of St, Peter, rising ma-
vatically in the distance, but from the windows of

is carmage can hardly take ‘o the sublimity of the
seene,  Bofore him s o contused mass of spires and
mowers, and monumental columns, erowning the
hights of the eity, but not until after his first visit
1o the heantiful promenade of Monte Pineio does he
fully awake to the grandeur of the panorama, snd

| the fair proportions which have made the Papal me-
[ tropolis the pride of the workd,  Leaving the station

in the dusky Winter pwilight, Tdvove to ane of the
great hotels in the Plazea di Spaegnn, in which 1 hal
previously engngod lodgings, My first improssions
of Roman hospitality were far from favorable, The
room that was aashmed to meby the  pampous host
wis too Jurge for warmth io the ulsenee of the noon-
aday sun, aud the ovening chill gave the inpression
of o dungesn,  Although 1 elianged my guarters s
wpi ety as erll-]-', I sesreedy recovored from the
etivets of thiz elivorless recoption during my stay in
the Eterual City,

THROUGH TO THE

VIIL
STOCKTON, SACRAMENTO, ETC.

8aN Fraxaisco, June 11.—I went from Wat-
sonvilla to Btockton by way of the okl Misslon of Han

Juan, Gllroy, and the 30 completed miles of the Bouthern
Paciflo Raflroad. The first part of the Jonrney, among
thoso spurs of the Sierra do Gavilan, which divide the
Pajaro and Balinas Valleys, was like areminlaconce of
the old days of California. Brown hill-slites, riddled by
the holes of the burrowing squirrel, rocky ravines,
wastes of mountain chapparal still haunted by the
grizely bear, sud now and then a easiada (T like that
Mexican word) s lovely ss lonely, make up the scenery.
The ranches of settlers are few und far apart; Wers was
the old fragrance of aromstie berbs lu the air, which
seemed sweeter and purer from that canse, Nearing Ban
Juan, however, the road was deep in dust, and the bare,
inclosed Belds wore somehow wuch less attractive than
the bare mountain sides,

The long, low mssion tnilding, with its fanking corri-
dors, Is still stauding, but & variety of fawmllica now
jubabit the former rooms of the monks. A village of
about 800 inhabitauts, with more hotels and saloons than
BocIn Decessary, has grown up around the old stracture.
Thoe place waa thoroughly African In its still, Intense
heat. The air quiverod over the bed of the valley, and
the red mountains around slowly baked in the direct rays
of the sun. In half an hour the Los Angeles stage ar-
rived, with two or three brown, dust-coverad, panting
I gors, who considered the heat of San Juau a relief
after that of the Balinas Valley.

1 took my seat beside them for the remaining twelve
willes ta Gilroy. One was 8 Frenchman from the Rhone,
travellug In the Intercsts of gllk-culture, biat also familar
with vine-growlug. He scanned the country, ss wo ad-
vaneed, with an oye to both forms of production,  ** Su-
pérbe ! he exclaimed, waving his hand over the valloy,
frowm Pacheoo's Puss to the Const Hange! * incompara-
Dlo! Al this Jovel land must be covered with mulberries
—what do T say t—oranges, olivea! Those mountains, to
the very summits, will produce the fluest wines in the
worldl Why, the whole population of France could be
supported in California.”  He then went on to say that
the French people were both egotistical and foollshly
conservative: they would not emigrate: they always
considered thit to be best which was ; and it was foolish
to tulk of War and Pauperism as inevitable while the
best parts of the carth were nuinhabited.  The man was
sprung from the pensant-race of Franee; but he was not
& mere working-machiue, and consequently no Casarist,

Gilroy 1s @ dull town of o thousand inhabitants, the
present terminus of the 8outhern Rallrond,  This road
will soon be extended into the Sallnas Valley, and may
reach Los Angeles in the course of two yearss When it
will meet the Bouthern Overland line, from 8t. Louis or
Memplils—or the Intter, will meet It—1s & matter which
depends on Congress,

1 found an execllent hotel at Gilroy, and had time to
dine before the train Jeft for Ban José, Newrly 91
years had elopeed since st tramped down the valley.
It was less changed than anticipated. Large ranclies
roturd sottlement bere, as elsewbere in Califorula. Most
of the flne ol thober is still standing, and for miles we
gped throngh the finest natural parks. 1 was delighted
to eatch a glimpse, In poassing, of Murphy's Ranche, at
the fuot of the mountains—us lunely, yet as cheerful, as
when it hospliably recelved me in 1849, All this broad,
splendid reglon Is devoted chiefly to wheat and corn,
when It onght to be already planted with the vine, the
olive and the malberry, The Californian farmers, how-
ever, seem to have little falth In anythiing which does
not pay (mmediately, They have not yet lesrned that
grain will grow (o olive orchards, and that the vine and
wulberry amicably thrive together, There are fortuncs
to e made here by men with enly a litte knowledge,
and with no more patlence than the average amonnt—
thongh this average, be it sald, Is lower ln the United
Biutes than in any eountry in the world,

1 reached Ban José in the heat of the ‘afternoon,”and
learned that, however California may be behind other

Stutes in other rospeets, in the matter of rallway wnne-
commodation it 15 up to the front, The train from Qil-
roy to San Francisco passes direetly by the station of the
train fron Ban José to Btockton, but does not stop. 1t
makes Its halt at a polnt o mile distant, and passengers
are oblignd to take a carriage for this mile, or miss the
counection. When I asked the renson of this arrange-
ment, the ingenuons answer was: * Oh, It's to give eus-
tom to the San José hnckdrivers!” But, would any
other people in the world than we, free, Inflependent,
equnl Americans, submit to such a thing 1 T think not.

The Yosvmite House In Btockton is nuew hotel—so new
that the plaster eracks anid bulges out on the walls, and
sowe of the bedrooms bave not yvet grown old enough to
have windowa, A pivee of the ceiling of the dining-room
fell daritg my  stoy, and narrowly missed Killing the
elerk: in oy own room the wall was so threstening that
1 moved my bod gix fect al night In order to escape o
possible mortar avalanche, Here wis another evidence
of our Eastorn civillzation. 'Who shall say that Stockton
s beliud the sget Ihave no donbt that unfinisted
honses topple down there o easily as they do lu New-
York or Chileago.

Although Stocklon has doubled (perhaps trebled) in
population since 1860, it only secmed larger to me, not
lwproved. 1 fancled a sleepy South Carolina atmesplicro
hintiging overfthe pluce, and fovoluntardy reealled the
rather reckless cftvas doys of 1840, when Isaw a man
publicly flogged for stealing, three-mausters in the slonghs,
and a motley, cosmopolitan Hife In the inciplent streets,
A project i8 on foot for a ship-canal to deep water, avold-
Ing the endless sinuosition of the San Jonquin, and mate-
rially abridging the distance to be navigated, It is an
excellent lden, and ought to be carrled out without de-
lay. InStockton, s In moest of the interior towns, all
temporary or accldental importance has fmllen off, and
the place now falely represents the nntaral growth of the
country, The Inhabitunts claim to be 13,000; they have
several churches, a theater, but ne lbrary or other
Nternry institution,

A courteous German friend gave me an agreeable drive
through the town and suburbs, 1 had further evidence
of the fact that comfortable homes and handsomely-kept
gurdons are the ohief oljects of life In California. To
Juiddge by external signs, Btockton would not differ moeh
from an old sent of wealth and eulture in the Atlautie
States ; but I should like to know how many copies of
“gocloty and Bolitude ™ are found in those luxorious
dwellings—snd how many of “ Vashti?" Inthe strects
I saw mgnifioent young el trees, iu the gardeus orange
and myrtle, and before the Court-House 8 gigantio aloe,
or agaee, in blossom.

The rash to the Yo-Semite Valley, this'year, 18 nnusaal,
Alresdy more than 2,000 teavelers have boen and goue,
nnd they start dadly, in companies of slx, or 10, 0r 20. T
shall not go now, though the preciploes were twies as
ligh and the catarncts twlos as damp. T would give mors
for elover, green grass, and dandellons, Sowe day, D, V,,
T shall gee the Yo-Bemite—* the grandest thing on this
planet, 8ir!"<but for the prescut 1 am content to be
pitied and deprociated.

Of Facrnmento T may say the same thing as of Stock-
ton—it is considerably larger. The heat, cven now, is
almost insufferuble, belng daily above 90° in the shade,
and nearly five months of such weather are to come. All
the business streets are shaded by broad porticoes over
the sldewnalks ; the houses are low, and gencrally shabby
{n appearance. Bacramento has the misforfune of belng,
and contiming to be, the State capltal—sinie it 1s impos-
#itile to move the expensive and unfiulshod State Hoase,
After many wanderings, the Government has sottled
hore at last, and here (to Jjudge from what both partios
say) its corruptions will tnke permanent root, There is
n good deal of wealth in the plaee, however, and a full
avernge of courngeons enterprise. After belng burned
and drowned, the peaple bave elevated their city in the
Chieago manner, surroundesd it with strong dykes, and
at lnst seonred o safeo basis whereon they may grow, 1
sonfess L don't see what more they conld have done than
they have done—in a materinl way., Mr. Crocker, Viee-
President of the Central Pacifle, has just fluished the
handsomest private residence in Californin, and as this
is beyoud all othersa land of social emulation, others
will certalnly follow. 1 have rarely seen angthing of the
Kind more beaatiful than the mixture of bay (Californin
laurel, they eall it) nud black waluat in the ecarved wood-
work of Mr. Crocker's honsse. He has p small bt cholee
collection of paintings, lucluding Hill's * Yo-Bemite ¥—
and this is another polnt wherein T hope he will be lmi-
tated, Californis s Just now o disconraging residence
for artista—almost as much so as it bs for authors,

1 meant to bave visited some of the nursorks about the
eity, for the purpose of noting whast progress has boon
wiade in hortlieultare, what exotle vegetation has been
ailded to the rich catalogue, and what new poasibilitios
of cllmate and soll bave been discovered=but my stay
was neecksarily brief, and the sxvessive heat daposed
we to lmitate the indolent habits of the peopde. In the
private gandens there was Hitle that was new. The
Ttallan eyprosses are not yet okl enongh to make a
feature, the umbrells plue (0 Introduced) bas pot taken
its pleturesgque furm, and there I8 no sign of the palm-
troe, althongh the ehemerops excelsa, discoversd by For-
tane tn Ching, wonld grow even in Oregon.  In the gar
dietis, Beantiful ns many of them are, there Is not mnch
tudication of iudepanden) taste.  One man plants what
hils nedghibors have plattod, snd o pearly the, same ar-
rangeinent,  However, when we cannot bave o thing by
taste, 10 is woll to have it by faslilon,

Lix

PACIFIC.

(irued trom Bacrwsscnto by the Californla Pacitic | come, othiorwise | shall stay swiy |

(overy rosd here 1s somoe kind of a Pacifio ) to Vallejo,
The rond orosses the Ssoramento Valley diagonally to
Rulsin, then by a low pnss info Napa Valley, whence a
branch runs to the warm springs at Calistogs, some forty
lles distant, and reaches San Pablo Bay at Vallojo,
opposite Mare Island, The Intter town, which was
hardly in existenoo in 1659, has grown up rapldly, and
now claima a population of noarly 10,000, It haa the only
graln elevator In the State, Bonicla, onee the aspiring
rival of 8an Franclsen, is thus eclipsed by ita nowest
nelghbor, The rilrond will roon be extended to Bonoma
and Petaluma, with a branch up Russfan River Valley,
The country around Cloar Lake, I am told, 1s fast settling
up, and s one of the most delightful reglons in the Btate,
The Califorinis Pacific 18 not only 60 miles shorter than
the rond to San Franoisco via Stockton, but it lsa muach
more agrecable route in Lot weathier. The traln runs
swiftly and smoothly through vast graln and grass
flelds, orchards, and young vineynrls, with now aml
then n new village of little frame houses, The froshness
of the Pueifle strikes the traveler on entering Napa
Valley, and gradually Inereases until ho puts on his
overcout on bosrd the steamer New World at Vallejo, T
wis heartily tired of mwy tour of & week ln the iuterlor,
and 8un Franclsco wind never more welonme than when
1agin saw its hills glimmering through the sea-mist,
Here, ot least, there i3 somae life, somo movement, somo
lttle Interest in the country aund the humane race. The
{nland seemed aslocp when 1 eame to It from Ban Fran-
claco, and doubly asleop when 1 reached Bau Franolaco,

retaraing from it BT
-

GENERAL NOTES.
.

The idiosyneratic propensities to which poor
human-natire is Hable seom to bo countless in number
and exbsustless In varioty, For example, hereisa #ole
dier in Detrolt, who, whenever ho has taken s drop too
much, I8 selzed with an Irresistible desire to cut off the
tails of dogs. During o recent paroxysm, before he eould
be nrrested, this professor of decaudalization Nad de-
prived 94 fathful dogs of their principal ornament and
sode safeguand agslust torture o fly-thme, In this age,
bowever, all sorts of talont ean be utilized ; and, if this
genfus, with the passlon for lm:-mvl{:rthr. in-muul ape
pearance of dogs, eould be persumiled to live in some
wool-growing disteier, and to modify his proctico by tak-
{ng off the tail just behind the cars, what a valuahle mem-
ber of society be might become,

The processes by which Indian wars are
TBrought about consist among other things in deliberite
stealing. The Sunthern Kansus Adeance says that more
than 00 families of * plonvers " have settlod in the Cher-
okee country west of the 96th degree, west longltude.
The rights of these * plonecra ™ to this land at the pres-
ent moment it wonld be diffloult to discover; but per-
haps they elafm it by right of diseovery. They cluim
thist this settlement will serve as a barrler ageinst wild
Tudiays: but the *tame" Cherokeed sy that thers

been i ratd from that direction, aid they don't

never has
denl “rard ** that bs apt to provoke hostilitios. After
i yearor so these ploneers will be a iplying to Congross

to have this land cut offof the Lo roservation, and

grantod to these actusl settlors,

It has always been the enstom in the Jewish
Bynagogues for the men and womon to sit apart--a bit of
disoipline which Georgoe Fox borrowed for lis Quaker
congregations, and one which they still observe. The
Jows of #an Franciseo, by a vote of 85 to 24, have abol-
falied the rule, and henceforth the sons and daughters of
1sracl will sit slde by siite In that eity, and speedily, no
doubt, elsewhere, The fact 8 an Interceting one aa
further proving the tendeney of secta to onterow ritual-
fstic lnws which way have a vertain value Lo the infancy
of faith, It isalittle singular that while the Quukers
and the Jews—two of the most rleidly eonsorvative
Bowdies in the world—ars AIr uluullir discarding matters of
indifference, the English Clinreh |8 nearly rent asupder
Ly i dispute about Eceleslaatical tailoring sud altur up-
hulstery.

They have had a nice case of Jannary and May
in Bt. Louis, Mr, Warneda retieod merchant, aged 05
yoars, saw and loved Miss Kate Brady, musie teacher,
nged 20 years, The veteran became suddenly very fund
of musie, * Ho would &1t} it is atated, * for hours lsten-
{ng to the volee and touch of the fair Miss Kate.” Musio
peing the food of love, the retired merchant took a full,
melodions meal, and got himsell into s state which exns-

rted hisobildren, who remonstrated o viain, Finally,
norder to bo comfortably married, the old gentleman
anid the young woman determined to clope; amd now
they have come bk seain, with the knot irrevocahly
thed, Oupe of the St Louls newspapers asks: “Ito
young Iy clooses to IIrey o pan so el ber senlor,
W s Basiness ts 001" That §s exsctly the way in which
we look ot it.

It is not very often that we have to notice
the absolute deeny of a once flourlshing town lu New-
Eungland, Not many years ago the Whale Fishery and
the Tsland of Nantucket seemed to be inseparably ns-
soclated. Tut tho harbor was i bad one, and the ships,
pnable when loaded to pasa the bar, were abliged to
cotuplite thelr outfit and discharge their eatchings ats
neleghiboring port. ‘Then eamo several disastrous firea,
Then followed  tiusnelsl troubies, Then sperm whales
J aree, and Santucketers disdained to pursius
the meaner varioty of vight whales,  Several merehants
of great wenlth left tho sl And now The Nantuckel
Inggieirer announces that “for the et time fn cighteen
months o square-rigged versel is lying i that harbor,"
The decay 18 the wore to be regrotted, bocanse the in-
habitants of Nuntneket, with some barmless local pecu-
Harithes, were among the most lute!lgent and best culti-
vited in Massachuseits.

A correspondent writing from 8, Lonis, states
that the system In that city of commitment to the Work-
house for vagrancy frequently involves great hardships,
Hard-working men, eapecially strangers from rueal dis-
tricts, are not unfrequently arrested upon this charge
after having been stripped in o ulght of thelr savings
tn some of the disreputatile saloons of the place, Belng
withont money fa sufliclont evidence of vagraney, and
gneh men are cotbsequently condemmned, onreorrespondent
mayw, * to hard labor In chinina.” In Bastern eitics varlous
means are employed to mitigate the severity of justice
fo such lnstsnees. The Prison Assoclation of this eity
winkes the investigation of this cluss of oases both bofore
nnd after judiclal deetslon, s part of its business, 1t is
x‘umilltr that Bt. Louis 15 as badly governed even as New-

ork, 8o far ua Justiee I8 coneerned, it 18 the saivon-
k.-ayur rathor than bis plondered victim whbo should
wsuffer sueh penaltics from the law,

Not only white man's boasted morality, but
sote of his other boasts look very absurd from the In-
dlan point of view. The Adrocate, a newspaper published
in both thelr pative tongne and in English by the Chero
keo nation, comments on one of those wonderful Indian
stories that has come vin Omaha. The story is that the
engineer of & rallroad tralu discovered a band of 200 war-
like Indians on the track, and as they were about to at-
tack the train put steam on and dashed through the
crowd, killing 14 Indians and as moany ponies, The Adeo-
eate, belug qualified to speak, snys that 300 Indians
woulil u't b fools cniough to stay on the track to be ran
over, nor any portion of them, nor their poniea,  Also,
that if 13 men and 1 ponies wers thos ridden over, thers
woulil be thiekuoss In some one of their 2 bodles sofli-
clint to throw the train off the track, Lastly : that there
woinld have boen o frightful condition of atfisirs for the
[t:u.-w-ll;;l-ru if the tralo boad been wrecked by even the
ast of the 26, sinee there wonld have been still 257 el
skinned survivors to contend with; and that therefore
:‘l:;': vildorous explolt” wus most buprodeot foollrdi-

There iz a popular notion that in passing
through express offices certaln kinds of packages waste
away In woelght and solld coutents; those eontsining
cholee frait sufforing most from this kind of marasmus.
A box, it fs sald, that arrived lust Saturdsy at the express
office in Titusville, Pa., addresssd to s well-known pro-
prietor of u menagerie, waa supposed from the inscrip-
tlon upon It 0 bo of this class, 1t was marked * Gropes.
Do not sunoy the contents,” Beople who send esrly
grapes generntly have s fapcy that the packages need
pecullar care, und are apt to mark them with speclal n-
atructions that are expected to develop anxious solicitude
ou the part of the expross people, Townnl evening, an
nobody called it the expross .I.m.-e for the box, soiiie of
the slats that covervd its upper surface foll off. Tnmedd-
atedy there was o oty of alurm from s clerk who was noar
it at the mowent, and rrru-nlly hadf-a-doeen long armed
monkeys were travelng aromml loose fn the express

. To relate how the doors of the offlee were quickly
s young men sccustomed to * sling
H inkstands, chnnks of scallngwax,
f' e g'uti and marking pots, would begoing too much
nte detalls.  Eventually the animnals were captured amd
boxed aguin, It is mscortained that the box was marked
by o clerk in the express oifice wheneo (Feame,  His mis-
tuke was the roverse of that of the printer of Carlyle's
MB. whao minde Dond Sea apes ont of Dead Sea apples; the
“lt"l'k markod the box * grapes by mistake for groy spes.
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Reformers,” eapecially if they are peripa-
tetle, are usually privileged characters, and when they
invade a househiold, they usually make nothing of throw-
ling its eatablished arrungements into a topay-turvey to
suit thelr porsonal whin and private convenlonce, By
this we mean to say that too often they are selflah and
ffﬂwlwd- Hore, for lustance, is Mr, Sen, the grest

Hindoo Reformer,” gud at present the lon of certain
English clreles. When Mr, Sen ts lovited to stay st a
grutleman’s house, b sonds back a rather slngular atate.
ment of the conditions npon which he will be graciously
Peased to accept the invitation. He must be allowed to
rl"“"’ at 10 o'clock p.m. Ho destrea s cup of tea but
2 1o ":‘W"' in the mosning. 1o must be left to enjoy his

evotlons until 10:30 o, . Then he wants his breakfnat.
Private study tll Lo'clock p,m, From 1 to & he will keep
Sich engageiments us iy be arranged by bis fricmds;
and he wanta his dinner precisely at 5, e wishes it to
I illstinetly woderstood that he I)n “a vegetarian,” and
",;‘ I his cousin, M. Prosonno, who seeotipanics him.

"'z_‘"'l‘- Be nover cats vpes, and ks drinks are water
s lemanado, thongh hoth the gentlomen *enjoy warm
:“""“I Mo desires * botied rice sl sliced potagoes ™ for
d':"'" fust, wid also * pen soup.” He onders * frult pud-

ns " for dinner, but there must bo no *eggs in the
pastry. We confoss thist il this seois to s unplens
untly “k"!"ll'llﬁl-m‘l‘; wid wo e not think the most tre.
mendous * Beformer ** would be askod twioe to our hoise,
l:llmlld ho sond such o elvenlar. What would be thought
of n gettlemnn (nok *u Reforasen ™) who, W Iwing in
podine out, stiould send o note siying: 1 yon
iee to e old mntton nicely roasted T will

WAR NEWS BY MAIL.

ENGLISH PRESS ON THE WAR.
A FORMIDABLE INDICTMENT AGAINT NAPOLEON,
mmxmmmmwnm
most Influential and conservative of the fluancial jour-
nals of Europe. Tt {8 the last of all organs of publie
oplulon to be affected by * sentiment * or prssion, and

must be regarded us speaking only thesober Judgment of
eapitalists and the common virdiet of the business world,
apart from pationality, when It discussos tho WAr ques-
tions now ot lssue. The following article, thorefore,
from The Econamist of July 18, upon the declaration of
war by France, has peeullas welght and significance : "
" el on of war by France against Prossin
0“1'2? I:hu:nmtnlwl‘ul ownuy which brﬁm comment to s
and which of themsolves muke an impression far
deeper and greater than anything which ean be sl
ahont them. This time Inst week almost all tha r_ms
niliges in Enrope wonld have consldered n‘\m-h an event
'Imwinlhlﬂ. It was bad cnough thst Franca should
gay that the secession of n very distant rela-
tive of the xm,i”ur Prussin to the thro
Spaln  would oateemed b her -4
belii; It was worss in her to volunteer this in an offon-
pive way before any secasion required It, and ko as If
poskible to cause o quarrel; it was yet worse in Pn.mﬂ*
when Prince Loopold resigned Dis candidature to ask
for more, and want stipulations for the future which
“wers  Ineonmistent  with  the dignity of  Prusaia,
and which wers meant to be refused; it was
yet worse to  make these  further offeusive de-
mands in an unprocedentedly offenslve mauner on the
King of Priusaia in n public place; but worse than all ia
the sudden doclnrution of war which lmplies o *foregona
conelitsion,’ and shows thut, whatover miy be sikd, the
momentary candidature of the Holenzollern Prince was
but o peetoxt: that the Emperor meant fromn the bogin.
ning to fight Prussis, sud meant nothing inthe least ¢ “1'1
“Py gecount for such eonduct, we have to abandon n
recent idensof the Freneh 1 , and forget our ex-
poerfence of him as an fmportaut stalesinat, and aa for
yonrs one of the conservators and guardians of the peaco
of Enrope, We must recur to the times following the

Of the French fieet, 11 are undor 1,300 tuns, 14 under 3,000
and 14 over but under 5,000, Taking the mean
averngo of the specd of all on trial trips, it '15" searvely
10 knots the Dbighest, the Marenge giving only
14,6, nnd some as 1ow a8 T koota, The average armor
latiug of the French vessels in 63 inches, pas gdng from ¢
nchea to &) Inches. The thickest simor, however, in &
were belt above and below the water luo, and none of
the Prench vessels hove the powerfol armored bulkhoad
across the stem and stern to gave them from the raking
fire, under which they would full easy victimas o an
active enemy. The grentest woight of irmor which the
Inrgest cluss of Freneh veasels garey bs 1,400 tuns, and the
1lest 270 tuns, and thelr ert pumber of guns is 14,
The English have now ready 38 iron-«lasl vessals vither
at #en or ready for it, and five more could be wlded to
this number 10 leas than thres months—40 in sll, Ol
of coursy, are hullding or launched, such as the Sultan
Auducfous, Tovineible, Iron Duke, Vanguard, &c., and
eonld soon be got re . Bl i number we shionid have
five yrasels less than the Frenech, though In actual fact
our fleet s to thelrs w'r'ruId! vt ngl:gnﬂ lu1 ), I0 COnme | ience
[0 reater sizo “ BLren, » mnil armsment, The
;5.3' speed of :ﬁ.wimk English ot 1s as neariy na
mhin 12 knots, the highest, the Aglucourt, beiog 19§
nota, snd the lowest, the Vixen, .54, Only four vesanis
in oar list, the Enterprise, Visen, Waterwit h, aud Viger,
which are were guuboats, though armored and oarrying
hiewvy guus, are smaller than 1 st in the Proneh navy
Class for class, we immensely excand the French in tan
nage, thickness of armor, and tumber and welght of
ns.  The difference on the whole of the two lists may

s represented between Frunce and England ss five to

Igh
“ q‘ht-' fallowing 1« the Mt of the Prench iron fleet ; thoss
which have usteriaks i:rt-nn-d to tbelr pawes aro either

defat, whin Louis Napoleon was r»:;mn!v& DA A
mrlar &gll a desperado, capable of | ngr
misdoed and of committing any crime—as i mon who
might invade any country ~ without notice, i
who would not want even a decent pretext for a war he
thonght convenient to himaolf or Franee. For years ‘:
hisve beld other oplulons of the Fronch hmmml} an
lave thought that these old uufavorable ones wuni --nlm
and fietions.  But nothing in them {8 worso than what he
hiss now done,  The wost desporate act of » mldmgll::
conspirator ia not worally worse than i hrl-.-wg;r_l ;:
penes of Europe in this manner, on a audden, aud wit

object which any one can state.
m'.'“lu'n. Snleed Yltu- Freuch vproclamation of "nlf
reaehies 18 wo shall have the decent dArapery in whii-n
the Emperor elothes his pokey. Jiut use what 'm_m.l.al I;It'
miy, the womentary wetext --un_unly conie to this—ha
whitt 1% called o ‘relative’ of the Ring of Prusein, thut Is,
A Gordan Prince, who has o common ancestor with the
King bofure the year yao0—should for & woment Lavo
beon o candidate for the .‘i{umlsh f'mwnh:ull thut illm
Kinz of Prussis will mot promise that ha never
shall be 80 ogain, But what two untions #re
evor to b at peace If shadows Lko tiese are to caise warl
Prussin might have attacked Franoe

England or
on the first Iwglrnr\nr of & Benaparte cmpire, on_the
ground of the probable injury to Ruropean cquilibrinm

and it ineonsistency with the Vienna treaties, npon far
more plaugible ressons, A Bonaparts at the Tullerica
Wi mueh more of o menace to Eorope than a Hohenzol-
lern st Madrid 1s of & menace to France. And the Ho-
henzollern 15 not even at Madrid—on the contrary, says he
won't go therv; and all the cowplaint 1 that Prussis will
not say that if he changes his wind he shull not be let go
there, A pretext Enr ?j great war so little specious and
80 evanescant wos hardly ever aten.

".\':s hing that ean be fnul 1s aedmquate to the meaning
of this most awfil and painful event, and it is mos
melancholy that with all our boasts of civilization, and
after so many centuries of Christianity, so u‘n‘u}'l criwe
(ur it s o bess) should be pusaible lu the workd.

THE TIMES ON THE CRISIS.

The Tondon Times thus announced the
declaration of war: *The greatest nationnl erime that
we have hind the pain of reeording in these colmmnns gince
the days of the first French Emjpire has lwen consum-
mated, War s declared—an unjust, but premeditated
war. This dire calamity, which overwhelms Enrope
with dismay, 18, it I8 now too clear, the set of Franci-—
of one man iu France, 1t is the ultimate result uf per-

sonal rule."
THE WEEKLY PRESS,

The Saturday Keview doclsres that Napoleon T, never
attacked @ nelghbor withont more plansible prefexts
than any which can be alleged hy the yuke of Gramont,
A war will be ab set of deliborafe wickedness. A great
aruy 18 raised and equipped because there 13 8 suppy el
rlak of war: anid then it i thonght soadmirahly organized
» force ought to be used before it decliues in efli-

clency,  If  France succesds, all the ordimry
evila of war will be na  nothing to  the
evila of the war epirit of Franee having burst

forth teiumphantly, and of It efferveseence and suceess
having corrupted, as they must do, the mind of the
nation, In order to satlafy her own eravings for excite-
ment, France will have 1o keop perpetually dictating to
Italy, to Spaln, of to conguarsd Germany., Exterunl
politica will once mors absorh ull the thoughts of French-
wen, and anything Uke domestlo reform and freo gov-
ernmont in France will be made lmposaible for at least o
gemeration, As tothe rest of the world, the sucerss of
Franee would be an incoutestable loss. 1t would deteri-
orate the minda of men by exhibiting the apectacle of 4
nation making & groundless war to ita protit. It wonld
erush the risiug lberties and nascent proeperity of
Ttaly pud Spain. It would Teave Europe disheartened,
poor, and alarmed. On the other bund; s France
fizhts merely to show that she i4 the mistress of West-
orn Continental Europe, it 1s difficult to see how she
enn retire from the contest easdly and with honor, if Ger-
wany makes o suceessful defepse. The war must there-
fore vither be a long one, owing to the raphl success of
Franee, it muost do lntaite harm to Franee and to Europe,
In whatever way we ook at it, the prospect 18 most dis-
beartening, and it canoot be wondered st that, on tho
ovie of such o war, all Europe has been stricken with
phnie,
The real origln of tho war, says The Spreetator, 15 the
zurn of 50,000 soldicrs agalust the Empire at the last ple-
fseftuns, The war hns uo cause, no motive, no juurtt{m-
Lo, save tho Tear v Napoleon Benaparts that without
it his boy's succession wonld not be Elear. 1t is child-
jah to spenk of such & war as s * dnel ” between France
aml Prussis, Wil Denmark remain quiet while Frenoh-
men are on the Kibe, or Russia st patient
while Denmark bocomes s German provines | Willurmiea
counted by quarter-mbllions respeet thist laau{nhlit of
I u which will embarrmss every millmr{ design 1
has no ally, for Austris dare not clivim to rednter
Gerpany by the slde of the Germans' foe; for
shio bas to advantige of sitnation, for Prusaio can invade
Lies more easily than she enn invade Prussis ; and shie has
no wlvantage of numbers, for Prussia can eollect sl
the soldiers any generals can handle with effect.  Bho
enters on war in her own strenth only, smid the dissppro-
bation of Earope, under the leadership of a man of 62,
whio has never shown any capagity for generalship, and
who et before him as ai end to do what has uever yet
beou dune—to turn o uation's history back,
- ———

THE FRENCH AND PRUSSIAN FLEETs COM-
PAREL

. From The Pall Mall Gasette, July 16,

It is only a few da{n ginee the small iron-
elnd squudron of Priasin left Plymouth on its return to
the Baltic, Tuls squadron comprised the celebrated King
Willlam, the Prince Willfam, the Prince Carl, and the
Prinee Adalbert, the first-named the most formidable
tronelnd afloat exgept the Hetculea; the two next are
first-cluas fronclinds, and the last =0 powerful, swift little
armorclnd guubost, carrying two very heavy guns of
Krupp's stecl.  The Kiug Willlam deserves more than a
passing uotice,  Bho was designed by Mr. Beed and buile
at the Thames Ironworks for ‘the Tarkish Goyernment,
When shie was inighed the Bultan eould not affurd to
for hor, 50 she was offered at the ssme pedee to the then
Board of Admiralty, who declined to buy her, and
Prossla ot once csme  forward and offered  £50,000
more.  When Prusais had got her the English Admiralty
saw thelr mistake, pod trivd toontbid Prussia, but it was
then too lste, This vessel hasn speed of 14 Knots, carrioa
#-itieh armor, and has 28 pnns—four Jee-pounders aod
twenty-four wo-ponnders. The King Wililaw Is, in fact,
not u vessel, bat a little feet in hersell, Boing very long,
sl b5 not handy  of very easy to turn, sod s therefors
Hable to the danger of being “rammed.” 1f she can
wyvold this sbe would be an overmateh for any four con-
tinental fron-clwls,  The squadron, of which the King
William i= the Hugship, had orders on leaving the Baltic
to eall ut Plymouth, mnko an experimental erise in the
West Atlanfle, and then rendesvous at Madelen,  Before
the squadron left, however, the Franco-Prossian oif-

culty  had  broken  out; but Prince Adalbert, with
the  squadron  under  his  commund, left as ap-
polnted  for  the  Atlantie, Where  he  went

t is not casy to say, but wherever it waa it was
not far, foron the 12th inst. he was back at Plymouth
again. He then telographed to his own Government,
and having recolved instructions, left apparently for the
Baltle, Daring bls abseace from Plymouth, however,
the Flandre [the Flamdre has since been at Cherbourg—
Tuintxg], with three other iron-chads of the sane elasa,
was digpatehed by the Freneh Gorernment to folline and
wateh (he Prussian sowadron, nind these four are now
actually on their way to Madeirn, while the Prussian
sqindron is on its woy biuck to the north, Even ju case
of war, the four French vessels of the Flandre's cliss
would have quite enough to do to take the King Wiiliam
alone, to say nothiug of her two powerful consorts and
the armored guntoat, Tn the Baltie the Prosstan squadron
will, If it ts wanted, join with six other Prossian gunbaosi s,
wll of which are beavily armored, carry two of Krupp's
mwonstrous  guns, and have s high rate of speed, i
other vessols of the Prussion Navy are woolden frigates
and corvettes, which would be of small secounts as
ernlsers, und conlil never attempt to keep the sca.  The
Spanish Navy s even weaker than the Prussian; thers
are only twenty-six ships In commlssion now, and of
thise, four ure fron-¢lads ; none of them, however, are
more than secomd elass, The rest are wooden corvettes
aml rrligtmi of an old type.

The French authorities slws

8 profess to mike a i
mystory about their iron }hru- number, lunmr‘.
gnns, thlokness of armor-plating, &e. But it i= only out-
slders who ure mystiticd,  Everytihing which the Freoch
are doing and bhave done 15 sa well known, not only at
Whitehall, but also at Vienne, Berlin, and 5t. Petersburg,
an it ks at Brest or L'Orient, Chiwrboireg, or Toulon, Tl',u:
French have now on their st of \mlwﬁmh 81 versols: 46
of these are fnishied anid at ses, or could be at sea within
wmonth; ¢ nre bullding, and not Ukely to be flnished
within the next two years. Of these vessels, no fewer
than 36 are wooden vessels, razeed und plated with
armor; only 11 are bullt entirely of dron; ouly 1, the

Marengo, 18 composite, with a frame of jron
sl slides of  wood  coated  with  armor. The
most  eostly  French-bullt vessel a8 the Couronne,

which eost, for hull wnd fittings, £191,m0,

st costly in the whole fleat s the lhwi:aluh-.m llah:ll‘::l:
Dunderberg), which the Froneh bought from the Unitod
Stites in dui, paying L0000 for her, of which stount
440,000 is to this day regretted i Freoch nsuticsl
clrelea, With the Dunderbere enme also the Onondags,
which wia chonp ot 250,00, The three most formidabie
vessols whilch the French have ever plasned nre e Caol-
bert, Trident, and Richellon, which were bocun nst De-
cember at Toulon, The frst bwo arv sister ships of 8,314
tinis, 0 feok loug, conted with sioch wrwor, sad o
tended ot presont to carry 90 ponderoins guns, The
Bleholien is to be of the samme length and armor, bot of
7,]:».0:unn. These versels will be darger than any irow.
el ever yo! projectol. The YVictoricuse, aiother great
trom-clad of mwaire than 4,000 tuns, flgures in the Preach
Hat, ot this s only been orderod, aud not yel begun,

k.

Las Clalismonbiore, too, s very backwand b its progre
Wil wory  Lhan voar Ny

80, 5 lug gy

st be or hiave only hean ordered :
’ .«w’f{-‘.'.'.i . ’ Tura. Shipe Newmes Tema
ves o hT4T *La Gallssonnidre. ... 0400
. 6,0 *Vietorieuse. ... sesanshi it
Friedland . T80 Montewdm .. ..ooon.os coseA 000
Marengo .. . 7050 Jeanun d'Are.. .. LA
Océan ... 7,080 Koine Blanohe.......... 3,8
Suffren .. 5,080 Thobls... ... o000 c0ieee 200
7080 Taureiun o, .oonee oo g
..... 8,314 Belior......... - 4,400
&1 Boule Dogus, 4,408
5,081 Corhore....... R
6,650 * N R
0,004 | Padxbhiaua. . . a9
B Iy
L b
.
I.m/a
ARG ..ioovicen +
j"‘mnre....,..”.“.. 6,711 Refuge .1,
Revanche 6,501 A 1 T
BAVOIT ... 5511 Im;ru_rnhl-'. (=i}
Survelllante 8,711 Opinlatre........... L
Valenrvnse 5,711 Bochambean ilate Dun-
Betllguouse e i ey |
Almn §,400 Onondags, twelurret
Armide G400 MOTIBUE voevriraaacnsd
Atalante....... u oy A0
———

NOTES ON THE EUROPEAN WAR. ;

Glen, Prim, replying to a friend in Paris on
Spanish affuirs, lately sald: “Tha progress of eveuts
proves, us you see, that I was perfectly right. 1 ge
‘stralght to my ohjeet without tronbling m walf whoul
obstacles, and without preoceapying tnyased with prr
sonal ambition, Yon Know my intentions; 1 desire
the rogencration of Bpain wnd the oreation of & wrk
ong aud really Nberal Government; 1 aspirs o e 1w
mank of Hberty, without fodividual ambiuon or aftar
thought of any sort.” .

M. Edmond About, who so vigorously as-
salled Napoleon T, the other day, now demands unre-
lenting war, He says that the true cnemy of tut French
§& mot the German people, but *the court uf Piussia,
Blemurek, and & gang of generals and cligue of loter
medilers."

The Berlin National Zeitung gives a series of
quostions which, it seys, several months ago were ad-
dreased by the Freneh Minister of Forelgn Affulrs to the
ITmperial Envey at Stutigart, which makes it certain
that the French Government wers consldiriug the
chanees of war for some months past ; as, for lnstance,
the following out of the 41 given:

What is Prussia’s polley toward the Ranthern States 1

Has Prussia alnam‘um-‘{thr thought of German winity

How s it that Anstrip does not seck to regaan her
tormer iluence over Bouthern Germany 1

Dioes the Wiinnulwgil i?\'t‘rnltm'ltll n-rl;vt :.hr: offensive

1 defensive alliance boding it to Prissis
“I:u ti&?u\-mt of n w;:r.iwuul the Wirtcwberg Govers-
ment side with Prussia

1n tl?a ovent of war with Prusaia, would France find
u; allies Ln swoﬁthcrlu um-a.nmu'l!1 a4
iat temberg army dispose

W‘!‘I: l.‘Ine: the “‘ilr'lﬂrlimir:' G»\'a-r!:mnt;t Prassianizs

usmanizer) the organization of its arny
u’{mv- the Wirtemberg Governmeut ntond to joln the
North German Confederney |
Dues Russia support Wiirtemberg?

LETTERS FROM THE FPEOPLE.
——
A MODEL CHINESE FSERVANT.
To (he Editor of The Tribune.

Sie: A lady a few days ago mentioned in
your journal that she bad tried servants of thres nstion-
alities, and all were found wanting, Iler Bopes now de-
pended upon the Celestinla,  Allow me to strengthen he
hopes. Years ago 1 took s sea voyage. The Captain waa
a gentleman, as well as a good seaman, and all waa lnw
and order on board of that ship, His Chinose steward at
tracted my particular sttention,  As s walter, T uever
saw his eqhal in suticipating wants before & passenees
contld express them, o Caplain told me that this stew-
an! had been in his employ two years; had pever been
secn to sit down from bis thme of risiug to thut of going
to bed ; that he Kept s strict seconnt every day of sll be
took of the slip's supplics, and st the cud of the voynge
be knew how mwieh remained, E. Ge

New-York, July 17, 1870,

—

GERRIT BMITH—HIS MILITARY SPIRIT.

To the Editor of The Tridune.

Sir: The communication from Detroit in
your paper of the 2 inst. gays:

Ewnl_-rmmmﬂon. Gerrit Bmith to eolornd and

] dmamwumnﬁ:mhm" 114:::

New-York, ﬁ.-orﬂ Ewﬁ:ﬁrmlh A purpomd o ﬂ‘n'.‘uT ity
rﬁr;-ulna;ynznn.nn: Iammv lur;rt- drill io military tastion,
u orter in due time to take n eme, of which
per's Perey waa an t-pdhﬂmlhml ol e il e

Instead of © severaliyears,” it I8 4 years slnce 1 g@ve
the Jand refercd to. Moreover, It was not to nake
soldiers of the grantees, but simply furmers, that T gave
it. It s true that [ also hoped that thelr ownership of
this land (they wore all colored persons) wonld serve to
incrense thelr self-respect, and would be allowed te
supply their lack of the property qualitication for votng,

Nut unfrequently, I see myself represented as bdng
anything but a peace man, One of my nelghhors, o &
recent visit to a part of North Carolins, learned the [
had been rogarded thers as “ a bloody old villain. Newr-
theless, | am among those who do not expeet the weeld
to be made better by the shedding of blosd, How lizle
of the military spirit thers i3 1 me may be inferred fom
wi'n“’ knowing how to losd or tire & gun.

‘elerboro, July 25, 1870, GERRIT SMITR

CORNELL AND ITS PROFESSORS,
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sin: Prof. Sprague, late of Cornell Unive-
slty, In a letter publishied in The TRIBUXE of last Monday,
epeaking of the resiguation of svme of the FProfescors af
that University, says that an assistant professor *is
understood to have left for o more luerative position,” ad
that a professor also resigned “from fandly considers
tions as well as higher salary,” The writer bheard a
Cornell professor remark, & few weeks ago, that Pof.
Sprague himself retired on account of the smallness
Nis luhux at Corpell, mud that aa Principsl of the
Adelphl Aeademy, Brooklyn, he is to receive six tines
ns much. Thus, we see, that an assistant professor asd
twn]pmlmrrs have resigned from this University idurig
the Inst year. 1 cannot say whether Cornell pays le
rrofrmn miore or lesathan other colleges, but however

hat may be, it appesrs it does not pay them enuo
Prof. Sprague wias the most popular member mlhuﬁ:
students of the whole Faculty, excepting, perhaps, Proad
dent White; be held an 3111‘:"1’103“ st—uml beld 1t with
perfect computency—the chair of Evglish Literature,

Cornell University cannot part with its old  profissors
without suffering therefrom.  Firstly, becanse it eanw
the institution toappear unstabie to the pnhlie ; secendly
because the resignation of men aequainted with the Usnd
vorsity system, and the appeiut t of straugers whe
are lgnorant of its management, caunot but be a retards
tion and detniment to it progress.  Toe question ther
urises, Can Cornell affurd to retaln ita old Professors
It wonld secm 0. Mr, Cornell alone hos given the Unl
versity 835,000 in cushi; L owns over 82,500,000 worth of
choico lands tn Kansas, Minnesotn, and Wisconsin, wlhich
bs melling off, and §328,00 bas t ed 1n its troasury
from other sourpes, so that Cor sity.fs, or
moom desttued to be, the ricliest of onr Collrges, Lot m
Ilﬂllf“. then, that men of lotters will receive genepons pay
at Cornell ot least, and that the institution which L‘
taken the initiative I so wany beneth il oducational re
forms will wiso wake o wove i tis drection,

Lot mo poronrk before closing, that 1 trust thit ne in
ferenses will ba drawn from this letter that the Cornell
University is retrograding,  Far from it.  Prof, Bprague
tells us theso vacancles will be tiled up immediately, and
that the Universty has never boen (s mor prosiering
consdition than at present ;. and  from obers wiions of md
wild that, 1 T am not yreatly mistuken, & Liteer Froab
man olass will g0 up to Ithaea this Fall than ever ente
m‘é college L Auwrioa, 1. &
ew-York, July 2, 150,

DISABLED SOLDIERS ON WARIVS ISLAND.
Among the residents of Ward's Island are
140 discharged Union soldiers under the care of the Com
misstoners of Charities and Correetion, Some of them
are sick, some are malmed, and ol nre poor, They fought
for the Republio in the Inte war, and but for the band of
chnrity would be dostitute in the conniry they belped @

save. All thoy possessed—life, health, aod streugth—
they periled ut thelr country's call. They aro the wreekd

of battle and the remmnsuta of vietory, We appeal o
those who are n-a:."q the fruits of their devotion W
patriotic duty, out of thely ahnndapes o give s mite 10
thess defoniders L proeuro for them what thetr bl of fure
doos not inelude—L, v, tobiecn, frait, and realting matier
The soliliers of the nation should be the nation’s dea
care.  Those who are willing to contrilnte for thoes
simplo luxnries may ineloss their mite to Tik TRIBUNE,
;_V:n;li_l'ml.zsmmmm Natl, or to Burnton's |n...; llu:;

u wurili-ave,, it will be sacredly applied
oljest desigiuatod.

REPAIRS ON THE ATLANTIC CADLE

A dispatch from Heart’s Content, Newfound-

aud, announces that the fauit in one of the Atlantie

Cables tiear that harbor had beon repained.  The D pwif

alilp Wiks to loaveo as soon as she had taken on boand the

necessary cabli o romedy the other defoct on tie sswe
l‘uﬂ 10 uulleg v Mewrt's



