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SEPTEMBER 6, 1870.

THE CRISIS IN PARIS.

Tox TRIEUNE was long the only newspaper n
e Dmited Stales receiving special dispatehes from (he
wol f ¥ear,oF represenied by Special Corrcspondents with
ahir Pruarian o Freneh armes, and al the leading cap-
gov. THE TuimUNE digpatehes haee been used, in an im-

feet form, by The New- York Herald, World, Times, and
Jun. They were thus wsed weslerday by The New-York

Fernld, Timnes, and Standard,
- ————— -

A PEACEFUL R !'_;VOLI.."_I‘IUN.

HE RUPUBLIC PROCLAIMED.
ORGANIZATION OF A GOVERNMENT FOR NA-
TIONAL DEFENSE—GEN, TROCHU AIPOINTED
FROVISIONAL PRESIDENT.
Pante, Monday, Sept. &~Evening,
The following official proclamation has just

Hn Inﬁlll'd:
Bepublisue Francaise, Ministire d T Interieur :

The déchéance has been pronounced in the
Corpe Législatif. The Republic has been pro-
claimed st the Hotel de Ville, A government
of uational defense, eomposed of 11 members,
end ull the Deputies of Paris, has been con-
stituted and ratitied by popular acclamation,
Their numes are Arago, Emanuel Cremoeux,
Julos Favrey, Jules Ferry, Gambetts, Garnier-
ygis, Glais-Bizoin, Engene Pelletan, M. Pi-
arl, Rochefort, and Jules Simon,
fien. Trochu will at the same time con-
tinne in the exercise of the powers of Governor
of Paris, and is appointed Minister of War in
plaoe of Gen, Palikao.

Please placard immediately, and, if neces-

garv. have proclaimed by the public erier this !

declaration,
For the Government of National Defense.
LEON GAMBETTA,
The Minigter of the Interior.

Paris, the 4th day of September, 1870, at 6
o'clock p. m.

The following eirenlay dispateh has been
geut by the Minister of the Interior to the
Predects of Departments :

Paris, Sept. 4, 1870,

Gen. Trochn, Governor of Paris, has been
appointed member of the Government of Na-
tional Defense, installed at the Hotel de Ville
He takes the portfolio of War, and hir col-
Jeagues have conferred upon him the Presi-
deney LEeoN GAMBETTA,

The offices of the Provisional Government |
are distributed as follows:

.!"- N *'{J’"'f H'ur and }.J(SH?{ nit tlf the Couneil
=Gen. Troonu,

Minister of the Interior—LEOX GAMBETTA.

Minister of Foreign Affairs—Jures FAvRe.

Minister of Finance—Piare MAGSE,

Minister of Publio Instruction—JuLrs SIMON,

Minister of Justice—EMANUEL CREMIEUX.

Sccretary-General of the Provisional Govern-
oent—AXDRE LAVERTUJON.

Reals have been placed on the doors of the
Corps Législatif.

DECREE OF THE NEW MINISTRY—THE CHAMAERS
ABOLISHED—COMPLETE AMNESTY PROCLAIMED.
Panris, Monday, Bept. t—8. D, I

A decree of the new Ministry abolishes the
Corps Legislatif and Senate, and the Presi-
dency of the Council of State. The manufac-
ture of arms is declared free, and eomplete
amnesty is proclaimed for all political crimes
and offences, Perfect order prevails. The Re-
public has been proclaimed at Lyoms, Dor-
deaux, and other large towns.

The new Journal of the French Fepublic has
the following :

* FrexciuMex @ The people, disavowing the
Chambers, which hesitated to save the counn-
try in danger, demand & Republie. It places
its representatives not in power, but in peril,
A Republic vanquished invasion in '02. A Re-
public is proclaimed. Revolution is accom-
plishied in the name of right and public safety
Citizens, watch over the city confided to you.
To-morrow you will be avengers, with the
wmy, of the country.”

REVOLUTIONARY SCENES IN PARIS

CHE EXCITEMENT IN PARIS ON THE RECEPTION
OF THE NEWS OF IU\OHAHUN*S DISASTER—
FIUOWCEEDINGS OF THE CORPS LEGISLATIF—
TIE EMPEROR DEPRIVED OF ALL CORSTITU-
TIONAL FUNCTIONS—A TPROVISIONAL GOV-
BRNMENT FORMED.

Panrie, Monday, Bept. B, 1570,

Ou Sotunday, when the proclamation of the
Mini-ters announcing the capitulation of Mac-
Malion's army and the capture of the Emperor
became known, the excitement among the
people bocame  indescribable. All the even-
ing great crowds occupied the Place de la
Concorde, it being known that a stormy scene
bad tuken place in the Corps Législatif,

Munifestations were kept up during the
entire night, the ecrowds demanding the dé-
eheance. Gen, Trochu was shouted for, and
on appesring e spoke to the erowd, saying
be Lad taken an oath, and as an honest man
he could wot break it. The Chambers must
answer them,  Crowds then assembled before
e Corps Légialatif building, aud shouted
thiat the Emperor having fallen into the hands
of the enemy, it was now time for the people
w Tise aud chuse out the invaders.

o the Corps  Législatif, on Saturday even-
mg, when the Count de Palikao announced
that the wmy at Sedan, with the Emperor,
badd sirrendered to the Prussians, he added it
Wk dmpossible to discuss the probable conse-
quences. The ministers had yet no common
;ril.:l,- and desired to postpone the discussion
tll Mouday. Jules Fuvre submitted a resolu-

tion decluriog the Emperor deprived of all ¢

constitutionnl functions, and proposed that a
legislative commission be formed to expel the
€nemy from French soil, Gen. Trochu remain-
ing Governor-General of Paria. The proposi-
tion met with favor, but, without action, the
Corps adjourned the session until Sunday
Loon, assuranees having been given that the
day should vot pass without some determing-
tion worthy of France. After the wljourn-
ment it wus reported that a  Dietatorship
would be announced, and that a secret meet-
ing was in session. The erowd anxiusly
awnited the pews. There was a large police
force on the ground, but there wus no viy-
lence, At last the crowds separated,

Later in the evening a large crowd assem.
bled on the Boulevard Bown-Nouvelle, parad-
ing and shouting déchéance and Vive la France |
They were oharged by the police, who used
fircarme. It is reported that some of the eiti-
wns were mortally wounded.

On Sunday morning great crowds gathered in

the streote, and the journals were songht with
extreme avidity and immense erowds gathered
around the hall of the Corps Législatif, where
the deputies met at 1 o'clock. Extraordinary
military precautions were taken to preserve
order, but the people did not seem inelined to
rioting, though much excited, and demanding
the passage of the decree of forfeiture (dé-
chéanee) aguninst the Emperor.

After a scasion of two hours, the Deputics
paseed the decree of forfeiture by a vote of,
Yeas, 185 ; Nays, none, When the result was
announced to the peaple, they became wild
with excitement, and many rushed throngh
the etreets with placards bearing the result of
the vote.

There was much confusion in the city, and
such immense crowds abont the Corps Légis-
latif that it was impossible to get a faithful
account of the business transacted by the
Deputies, but it is now reported, and on good
authority, that after the vote of déchéance the
majority retired. The members of the Gauche
and the Centre Gauche remained, constituting
a Provisional Government, and naming the
following persons: Jules Favre, Gambetta,
Jules Simon, Kérutry, Picand, Pelleton, and
Jules Ferry.

At the departure of the deputies from the
Corps Législatif, seenes of enthusiasm took
place around the building, the National Guard
fraternizing with the troops and people. Thou-
sands of guards rushed into the hall, but were
persuaded to retive by M. Gambetta, who
seemed to have great influence over the people,
The erowds outside sang the Marseillaise and
shonted Vice Hepubligue.  There was intense
excitement, and a constant noise of voices that

| droweed all other sounds,

There was no dangerons elements visible
until the crowd reached the Rue Castiglione,
where they began teaving down the Imperial
arms, and tearing from the flags of the Na-
tional Guard the golden eagles of Franee, and
from the walls and signs the medals bearing
the Imperial effigy, the soldiers joining in
these demonstirations,

The erowd wet a squad of police, whon they
shouted * Viee Repullique!™ Those of the po-
lice who did not respond were immedintely
disarmed by the people and their swords
broken. They wore then allowed w go uu-
hiarmed.

In one of the streets a lurge evowd, upon the
point of tearing down a representation of the
American cagle, ascertained their mistake, and
shouted Toudly: “ Vive la Repalligue Aumeri-
caine.”

tumors of all kinds are in cirenlation, and
it is impossible to ascertain their foundation.
But one seutiment seems to be paramounnt, re-
gistance to invasion. *“All the nation now to
the rescue,” shout the people, and the troops
join euthusiastically. The Garde Nationale
gay order must be preserved. The people
evinee but little desire to create trouble, and
all seem overjoyed at the vote of déchéance.

Some of the shops of the more favored pur-
vevors of the Imperial family are menaced,
and will probably be sacked. In all parts of
the city people are [pointing out aud taking
down the Imperial arms, fearing an attack of
the mob, In the windows of shops, where
photographs are displayed, care has been taken
to remove those of the Imperinl fumily, and
all those connected with them.

This morning the Provisional Government
took possession of office without the slightest
disorder. AN the Ministers are acting with
energy. Orders for the immediate formation
of colossal armies have been issued. Over
200,000 men are ready to take the field. The
Government Superintendent of Telegraphs has
announced to all the Departments the events
in Paris. The Senate is suppressed, and the
Corps Législatif dissolved.  An important
fraction of the Chambers have met at resi-
dent Schneider's residence, and seem disposed
to act independently of the Provisional Gov-
ernment, to whom, however, they have sent
delegations, Officers and soldiers fraternize
with the people, and plice themaelves under
the orders of the Government, which is in per-
manent session at the Hotel-de-Ville, under
the presideney of Gen. Troehu.

The Franes-Tireurs of Paris guard all the
miuistrics and public offices, and evinee the
ntmost desire to be courteous. It is uuder-
gtood that the Government will convoke the
Constitnent Assembly.

The Paris journals, without exception, nrge
the nation to make an unyielding defense, and
declare the dismemberment of France impos-
gible. The King of Prussia, they say, pro-
claimed that he was warring only against Na-
poleon. If it now becomes evident that he is
warring against the French people, the strog-
gle must be one of estermination. The fleet
must be ordered to treat the seaports of Ger-
many a8 the Prussian armies treat the towns
of Aleaee and Lorraine. The enemy must be
made to feel what united Republican France
can accomplish. All men here must bear
Armas.

It is reported that the Empress Eukenie
has resigned the Regency, in obedience to the
will of the people, and fled to Belgium,
ENGLISH REPORTS — EXCITEMENT OVER THE

FRENCH NEWS—THE TUILERIES INVADED BY
A MOUB,
Lowpox, Monday, Rept. 6, 1670,

The excitement ereated here (London) and
in the provincial English towns by the news
from Paris is intense.

A correspondent of The Daily News at Paris,
says at 3 o'clock Sunday afternoon, he raw the
palace of the Tuileries invaded by & mob, who
tore down the throne, destroyed everything
marked with the “imperial bees” and other
Napoleonie insignin, and curried away and
cast into the Seine all busts, atatnes, and pic-
tures of the Bonapartes. Henri Roehefort was
borne in triomph to the Hotel de Ville. In
these scenes the soldiers fraternized with the
people, and all shouted “ Vive la France ! Vive
Commerce! They langhed and wept with joy
and embraced one another,

PALIKAG'S PROPOSITION TO THE CHAMBERS—
—THE CORPS LEGISLATIF INVADED—BOURGES
Tu BE THE FUTURB SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.

|#Y TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE ) 8
Pauis, Sept, 43 p. m.

Palikao proposed to the Corps Législatit the nom-
ination of & Commission of tive members to elect a
government which shall control, he 10 be Lieuten-
ant-General. Thiers proposes the Constituent As-
sembly. Favre demands dethronement. The Cham-
wwmmmmmmemmum
on the proposition of Kératry.

The Chamber was suddenly inveded. There is
great tumult. The Repitite is proclaimed. There
i u great secumulation of troops. The Taileries are
chosed. The Nutional Guard is received evervwhers
with scclamations.

MacMalion died lest night.

CONDITIONS OF PEACE.

REMAREADLE  INTERVIEW BETWEEN COUNT
BISMARCK AND THE TRIBUNE OORRESPOND-
ENT—RISMARCK'S VIEWS ON THE SITUATION
—PHUSSIA TO HOLD STRASBOURG AND METZ

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THR TRIDUNE.]
Loxpoxs, Monday, Sept. 8, 1870,

The following is an acconnt of a conversa-
tion held with Count Bismarck by the special
correspondent of Tue Tripvse who deseribed
the battle of Sedan:

KNG or Prussia’s HEADQUARTERS NEAR Se-
PAN, Sept 2d: The first question asked on the
hill of Chevange after we kuew what a mag-
nifiecent vietory had been won, was, what terms
will be demanded of France by Count Bis-
marck. There have been speculations and
rumors enough.  Fortunately, I am able to
give a very clear account of Count Dismarck’s
views ns stated by himself, 1had a long con-
versation with him on the subject only four
days before the vietory of Sedan; that is, on
the 28th of Augnst. The substance of it, I am
at liberty to make public. I had received a
file of papers from Englind and had forwarded
those of latest date, at the Chaneellor’s re-
quest, for hig perngal. On going to claim my
papers in the evening at his Excelleney’s
quarters, T was asked to step in and sit down,
I found Count Dismarck at o deal table cov-
cred with papers, journals, orders, maps, and
cigar boxes; husily smoking the eigar which
never geems to quit his lips,

He apologized politely for keeping on his
white nud yellow foruge cap, saying that he
had ouly that instant come in from o long
walk aronnd  the preftily  situated town of
Clermont where we were then guartered, and
that he was afraid of taking cold if he re-
mained uneovered,  After a litde ik about
the war, very interesting but which wounld be
out of place here, and inquiries on my part as
to the recovery of his son who has heen
slightly wounded, T broke ground by asking
Count [Bismarck what were likely to be the
conditions of peace dewanded by the King of
Prussin’s Government.

Ho answered
frankness and in the elegrest manner.

ll]]lillll your n i

with great apparent
I aup-
rose | need hasdly 15 that
Connt Bismarek speaks eapital English, so that
there conld be no possibility of my misunder-
standing him.

“Phere ate three courses open to us,” he
said, * with regard to peace with France. We
must stop  the possibility of another  so
unprovoked and uncalled for attack by the
French nation or the Freneh Government on
onr common Fatherland,  No Minister who
fuiled to do this eoulil hold office for a week,
for the opiuion of all Germany would be against
him. There are, as I have said, threo ways
of stopping an attack on the Rhine provinees.

“ First: We might make Alsace and Lormine
a neutral State like Luxemburg or Delgium,
extending from the former conntry to Switzer-
land, and so separating France and Prossia by
a group of neutral States; but 1 confess it
appears to mo that neutrality of the existing
small States is already so diflicult to proteet
and is at every moment eapable of s0 many
and sueh dangerons eompliestions, that 1 do
not think it wonld be worth while to make
more nentral States and with them new duties
and dungers,

“ Secondly : We mwight anuex Alsace and Lor-
raine, and hold them s conquered  territory.
But [ am sure that this would not be looked
on favorably by the majority of my German fel-
low-conntrymen. We are all most anxious to
complete onr nnity ; but we do not want any
people among us who are unwilling members
of the German nation. That the Alsacians
would be most disloyal subjects of the Ring of
Prussia in gpite of the great majority of them
speaking the German language and being of
Teutonic origin, there ean be no doubt,

“Phirdly: There remainsg to us then as a
third course, to take Metz ana Strasbourg and
to keep them.  This ie what we shall do. Stras-
honrg partienlarly is absolutely necdfal for the
protection of South Germany which is at the
merey of a French army. 8o long as France
possesses Strashourg, there is nothing to stop
a Prench invading army. Now it would be
very unfair if we were to leave our South
German brethren unprotected after they have
fought so bravely and well by onr gide in this
campaign. Then again by holding Strasbourg
we conld glways prevent auy movement on
the Rhine, We shonld be able not only to
march an army by the valley of the Main on
Paris, hut to take a Freneh army munrehing on
Mayenee or Coblentz in flank and rear. So
we have besieged Strasbourg vigorously; and
when we have got the old German town back
again we shall make a Gibmltar of it.”

“ But allow me to suggest,” 1 gaid, “ that the
cesgion of Strasbourg is not a thing to which
France will be easily reconciled; all the more
becanse it is a8 you gy ‘the key of Frunce on
the East.”
© “My dear Sin" was the reply, “youn have
been with ns continually sinee our entry into
France. 1 Lave heard you constantly talking
French. Now, have you not clearly seen that
it would be difficult for the French to be more
angry with us for our victorics over them than
they already arel? No, not if we were en-
camped in the Bois de Boulogne itself. And
just because they are and will be for many a
year to come very sore against us, we must
take care not to leave in their hands the
means of doing us & mischief.

“ When you meet & drunken man in the
streets, what do you do if he is mischievons 1
(all a policeman, don't ym? Well, Stras-
bourg and Metz will have to be our policemen,
and good stout ones, t00.”

“ It is curious,” I remarked, “ how much the |
French do hate the Prussians, and what stories
they tell and believe about you. I have lived
a great deal in Paris, and I know there are
told there as facts some fubles which are all
but ineredible.”

“ Yes,” answergld Count Bismarck, “ we have
taken the place of the English 80, nay 20 years
ago. But as they bhave come to forget their
hatred of °perfidions Albion so they will
have to find some day or other that there is
some good in us. Also, it seems as if the
French nation stood in constant neeq of a bug-
bear to vent their wrath upon. For the mo-
ment, we are the bugbears.”

1 ventured then to say, “I see that the peo-

are in a great fright in England lest your
Fxcellency should cast & covetous eye upon

ut onee,

Hollgnd."

"Yu,lunnmthntiln English idea” [and

ideas, it i8 not accepted ont of the country of
its birth. We want nothing in Germany that
is not German, and Holland eertainly is not
German, Already Posen is looked upon with
no friendly eye by many of my countrymen
a8 & non-Teutonic province. There is no fear
of our taking Holland—as little as thero is of
the French taking Belgium.”

Now, I fancied I paw a quiet twinkle of sat-
isfaction in Count Bismarck's eye as he added
the above last word; and perhaps I may as
well let it be the last word of my report.

GENERAL

L e——

THE IMPERIAL EXILE,
ANOTHER DISPATCH FROM KING WILLIAM—TIS
INTERVIEW WITH NAPOLEON—THE EMPEROR
“ BOWED DOWN, BUT DIGNIFIED "—HIS FU-
TURE RESIDENCE DESIGNATED.
[UY TELEGRAPI TO THE TRIBUNE ]
LEnuiN, vis Lowpos, Bept. 4, 1670,

The special eorrespondent of Tne TRIBUNE
telegraphs the following dispateh of the King
to the Quneen :

Varesses, Sept, 4—Momning.—* What a
golemn moment when I met Napoleon. He
was bowed down but dignified. T have as-
gigned him Wilkelmshihe near Cassell (capi-
tal of Hesse Cassel) a8 his residence. Our
mecting took place in a little castle in front
of the western glacis before Sedan.

“ From there I rode along the front of the
army at Sedan, The reception by the troops
yon can hardly imagine. It was indescribable.
At 8 o'clock, when it beeame dark, T finished
my ride, which had lasted five hours, but T
May God hl'[[l

WAR NEWS.

did not return here till 1.

further,”

PROGEESS OF THE EMPEROR—WHEREABOUTS v
THE PRISCE IMPERIAL—THE EMIKESS EX-
FECTED AT BRUSSELS.

BouvtLros, BELGioM, Bept. 4, 16570,

The Emperor with a suite of 100 persons on
horscbaek and in carriages marked with the
imperial eipher arrived here at noon, eseorted
by an armed force of Prussiuns,  He is going
to Germany via Licge, Consent to his pas-
suge throngh German territory had previously
been gained from the Belzian Government,

Verviens, Belglnm, Monday, Sept. 8, 1870,

The Fmperor arvived here at 5 o'clock Sun-
duy evening. He alighted at the railway sta-
tion and provesded to the hotel, where e
glept for the night. He leaves to-night for
Cassel. The Emperor is accompanied by Count
Chvisieal, the Prince of Moskown, and others,

Buussers, Monday, Sept. 6, 1670,

The French Prince Imperial has reached
Namur., He goes to rejoin his father near Cas-
s, The Empress Eugenie i hourly expected
to arrive here en ronte for the same destina-
tion.

It is said that a friend condoling with the
Emperor on Saturday, expressed the hope that
his popularity in Paris was not gone: The
Emperor replied : “ 1t matters not. I shall re-
turn there to exaet o reckoning, not to give

one”
e ———

THE CROWN PRINCE MARCHING ON PARIS,
IS CAMPS BROKEN UP THE MORNING AFTER
THE CAPTURE OF SEDAN — REJOICING IN
BERLIN OVER THE VICTORIES,
|BY THLEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE ]
LosnoN, Monday, Sept. &,

The special correspondent of Toe Trinoxe tele-
graphs from Berlin, Sunday noon {4th): " A private
dispatch from the King's headquarters says the
Crown Prince resumed his march on Paris the morn-
ing aftar the victory at Sedan. Camps were broken
nup, and heads of columns in motion at daylight. The
bombardment of Strashoure has been suspended.

“ Enthusiasm and rejoicings econtinue here and
thronghont Germany. The streets are full of proces-
sions, banners, musie, and singing. Wherever an
American flag is displayed,the processions halt and
salute it with loudest cheers. Yesterday, schools
woere elosed, courts adjourned, business suspenied ;
imbibation went on all night long.

“'Ihe entire pross and public opinion insist, * n
to Paris! peace only there. No peutral intervention

1890,

nor mediation.”
P -

THE SIEGE OF METZ.
BAZAINE TO BE TNFORMED OF MACMATON'S SUR-
RENDER.
[ TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE)
Loxnnos, Monday, Sept. 5, 1870,
The special correspondent of THE TrmUNeE at
Berlin telegraphs this afternoon : ** Gen, Von Treck-
son, Adjutant of the King, with & French staff
officer, have gone to Metz to inform Bazaine of the
surrender of MacMahon's army and the Emperor,
and to endeavor to arrange tbe capitulation of
Metz.”
THE SUPPLY OF WATER CUT OFF—CAPTURE OF
BAZAINE'S DISPATCH BAG—THE FRENCH IN
A DESPERATE CONDITION.
LoxnpoN, Monday, Bept. 5, 1880,
A dispateh from Berhin says the Germans have dis-
covered and destroyed the hidden aqueduct on
which Metz depended for water. They also cap-
tared Bazaine's dispatch bag, the contents of which
show (hat the French are in a desperate condition.
An carly capitulation is looked for, and the Germana
are making noble preparations for the treatment of
the French wounded, with whom the city must be
filled. 'The prisoncrs taken by the French haye been
relensed and sent out of the fortress on account of

the scarcity of food.
RUMORED SURRENDER OF THE FORTRESS.
AMSTERDAM, Monday, Sept. 5—7 p m.

It is reported that Metz has capitulated, and
that 120,000 French troops have there surren-
dered to the Prussians.

The Prussians having refused to have their
flags of truce shot at, sent as a MESKEnger to
surrender, a French General who was & pris-

oner of war,

THE SIEGE OF STRASBOURG.
[T8 EARLY CAPITULATION RXPECTED—THE IN-
HABITANTS EAGER FOR SURRENDER.
(B¥ TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.)
LONDON, Mondsy, Bept. 8, 1670,
of Tur TRIBUNE at

special correspondent
Fhe g0th): ** There is no

Carlaruhe says, on Tuesday |
doubt of the speedy capture of Strasbonrg. The
Prussian (General offered to agree 10 an armistice of

hours, French General wonld arrange terma
b b d. The French refused.

Frooch not only
couverted into s hospital, which was fired,
the wounded burned. Nearly all the villages in

repliod the Count: “bul like other English | the neighbesheod of Bzasbouzs are

;opposed

THE GREAT BATILES.

- ———
THE BATTLE OF BEAUMONT.
(BY TELEGRAPH TO THR TRIBUNE |
LoxpoN, Mouday, Bept, 5, 1670,
Tue TriBuse’s special correspondent at the
King's headquarters, sends the following ac-
count of the battle of Beaumont on Tuesday,

August 80:
THE PURSUIT OF MAC MAHON.

Up to Thursday evening, August 25, at 8
o'clock, we all thought we were going to con-
tinue our march Pariswards, without turning
to the right or left.  But on Thursday evening,
when the officers of the etaff were at dinner,
in the refectory of the Lyccum at Bar-le-due,
an orderly came in with important news. Two
officers jumped up from the table and rode off
north in the direction of Clermont. The news
that had come was indeed important, namely,
that MacMahon, who had quitted Chidlons and
taken up a very strong defensive position at
Rheims, was in full mareh to relieve Bazaine
at Metz,

Our route for next morning was therefore
changed, and we started off for Clermont-en-
Argonne, to throw ourselves between MaeMahon
and Steinmetz. After tedious marching, bad
quarters, and wretchedly cold wet weather, we
reached the village of Grand Pré on Monday
evening Aug. 29.

On Tuesday momning T started early from
Grand Pré, the King's headquarters, to
gee the battle which was expected to
take place.on a line from the village of Stonne
to Stenay, nearly midway, passing through
Beanmont. MacMahon was believed to be
trying to push on to Mectz according to his
plan of catching Steinmetz between himself ane
Bazaine. But the Prussians were always just
thirty-six hours in advanee of MacMahon from
the time he left Rheims,

I had not gone far on my road to the front
before T fell in with the Crown Prince’s stafl, his
Royal Higness riding at the head of his aides-
de-eamp, in the plain uniform of a Prussian
general, with no orders but the star “ Pour la
Merite,” and the ivon cross. For that matter,
| hlowever, any Prussian officer who wears these
two is not permitted to display any others.
We rode slowly over the hills until we reached
an eminence above the valley of the Dar, a
small stream which, on the French map,
is honored as a river. On this hill
we sat for a terribly long time, and
I own I began te think we had come
on a wild-goose chase. One well-known En-
glish eorrespondent ereated a small excitement
by calling attention to a French ehell, as he
called it, bursting ou a hill to onr right, As
this news, had it been true, would have shown
that the French were getting between us and
Metz, all glasses were instantly leveled at the
smoke, which came from a dying camp-fire.

THE BATTLE REGINS,

But at 1215 o'clock there was snddenly a
puft of white smoke from a hill about two
miles in front of us, and before we had fairly
time to turn our glasses on the hill a French
battery of six guns opened on the Prussian
columns advancing in the road below. 8o in-
effectunl however was their fire, that it was
not thought advisable to send up a Prossian
battery to reply; especially as we did not
wish to let the enemy know what our forces
was, and whether we were a corps d'armée or
merely an advance guard. After a little more
than half an homr's firing, the French
batteries ceased to fire, limbered up, and re-
tired down the hill to gain the highroad to
Beaumont. Our scouts discovered that the
Freneh were in full retreat in the direction of
Stonne, where they again took up a position
later in the day; and that the cause of their
rapid retreat on Stonne was the advance of
our right wing, Prince Albert of Suxony
in command, between Beanmont and the
Meuse, threatening to turn  the flank
of the French left on the ridge of the
hill on which lies Stonne. The enemy made a
stand, but the attack from the Prussiun right
was 80 determined that the French could offer
no effectunl resistance on this hill; yet they
had a very strong position, somewhat resem-
bling that occupied by them on the hill above
(iravelotte on the memorable 18th of Aungust.

THE ARMY RISKED TO SAVE THE EMPEROR.

They had two mitrailleuses, and flred a
dozen rounds or so0, with what object it was
dificult to discover. They were much too far
from our most advanced columns to do the
slightest mischief. Possibly they hoped to at-
tract the attention of their own right flank,
The Emperor was with them, and they may
well emough have been nervous about his
safety.

After some time one of the Prussian hatter-
ies advanced up the slope and shelled the
fionne road for half an hour to see if they
could get a reply. About 5 o'clock we ad-
vanced rapidly from onr hill to that of Stonne,
The columns climbing the slope below the
village cheered loudly as the heir to the throne
passed them. I was, I own, not very much
inclined to cheer, as the Prince had been com-
pelled by the nature of the ground to keep
well away from any other point which could
give us a good view of the right. In that
direetion we could hear heavy fighting which
we conld not gee,

A FRENCH DIVISION SURPRISEE IN CAMP.

However, when we got on the hill above
Stonne, we had a capital view of nearly the
whole of the right; and one aid-de-camp com-
ing up with the news we soon learned what
was passing there. A whole French divison
had been surprised near Beaumont in camp,
and had fled leaving all their tents and bag-
gage. When I say “had fled,” T mean all fled
who eonld and whom the Prussians were not
too quick for. More than 6,000 were made
prisoners without striking a blow.

The peasants in the village told us that the
Emperor had been there only two hours before
the Prussian skirmishers entered it. This was
confirmed by some prisoners taken. In the
woods on our left, the troops that had been
to us had fallen back to the other
gide of the descent bencath us, and had oecu-
pied the sides of a narrow valley leading
toward Rancourt. It was most important for
the French to defend this valley, as had the
Prussians been able to reach down it, they
would have turned the French right flank,
getting between its position at Mouson, whither
it had fallen back from Beaumont and
read to Sedan.

THE BATTLE WAS BEGUN TOO LATE.
The French had concealed their skirmisbers

—
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go well that we on the hill were astoni-hed tn
hear independent firing suddenly begin as our
foremost  tiraillewrs entered the low  gronml
and pushed up the Rancourt road. It was
necegsary for us to act vigoronsly, for the wun
wns sinking and there was hardly an hour
more of good light, *It is too late, too late,”
said one of the Staff to me ; “had we got here
“at 2:90, instead of nearly 5:30, we could have
“forced that battery and got down on the
“valley of the Mense by Rancourt to Hemilly,
“broken the bLridge there, and so canght tho
“French between the river and onr troops.”

“I wish could understand clearly,” [ said,
:‘whnt. the French are trying to do this morn-
ing; are they trying still to advance towanl
Metz or are they in retreat toward Sedun hav-
ing abandoned all hope of relieving Bazaine ;
in other words, are we fighting their advanec-
guard or their rear-goard.”

THE FRENCH ADVANCE BECAME A RETHVAT.

“ Both, my dear gir,” answered this officer,
who, though I did not then know it, being o
stranger at the Crown Prinee’s headguarters,
was the Connt Von Eualenberg himsclf, 1 be-
lieve, though no one is certain; * for yon have
probably discovered that it does not do 1o
infer from ordinary rules what the French nio
doing. For my part, T believe they were think-
ing of going on toward Metz when the Bava-
riana surprised De Failly in camp near Bean-
mont, Now, of eourse, they are retrenting on
Sedan, and what was this morning meant for
their advance-gnard is now their vear-guard.”

Meanwhile the Prussians had put two guns
on o rise of ground from which they eonld
shell the French skirmishers in the wowls
overhanging the valley leading to Rawcourt,
But soon their own skirmishers got w0 fur
forward that the guns had to cease firing for
foar of hitting them. The skirmishers kept
gaining gronnd, the French however stroggling
hard, knowing that they were lost if they lei
their enemy get down the valley.

EAVARIANS CHARGE ON THE MITRAILLEUSES,

To our right we could see the Bavarians
forward of Remilly from Beaumont; but there
the vallep grew broader, and the French mi-
traillense did mueh execution, the Bavarians
going in with great determination, not waiting
for the artillery to silence the mitrailleuses,
but themselves dashing at the batterics.

It now became so dark that we could see by
the flashes of the guns that the Bavarians
were steadily advancing up the valley toward
Remilly. At 7, and from 7 till 8, the fire from
the mitraillenses was very Rot—not single ex-
plosions, bur one continuous roar.

FRITZ HAVING THE RUEUMATISM RIDES HARD.

Spon after 8, the Crown Prioce turned his
horse’s head, and we rode back to a little vil-
lage named Vaux. Aswe came down the hill-
gide we had a most picturesqua view of the
regziments encamped about us, The bivonuc-
fires shone brightly out, the moon not havinz
risen, As we passed through, the men came
trooping out, leaving their cooking aud their
letters to give a cheer for Fritz, who, poom
fellow, had the rheumatism, and dreading the
night air, took us home at a tremendons paco
over wild crossroads, to the great danger off
our horses knees and our own necks.

e
THE BATTLES BEFORE SEDAN,

(A partof the follmwing aceount of the butt'ca befors
Sedan appeared in our fay and Monday edtioms,
We gice the whole story this morning.|
FORCED MARCH OF THE GERMANS IN PURsUIT

OF MACMAHON—TERRIELE STRUGGLES UNDEIR
THE WALLS OF SEDAN—THE FRENCH DE=
FEATED AT EVERY POINT AND DRIVEN INTO:
THE PORTRESS—SCENES AND INCIDENTS O

THE CAPITULATION.
|BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIDUNE.|

Loxpox, Saturday, Sepi. 1, 190,

The following dispatch is from the special
correspondent of Tur Trmese at the head-
quarters of the King of Prassia, eight miles
from Sedan, Thursday night, Sept. 1, 1870:

WHAT THE FRENCH PRISONERS SAY,

After their defeats on the S0th and 31st ult.,
the French retreated en masse on Sedan, awml
encamped around it. From what I learned
from the Fremch prizoners—of whom, as you
may imagine, there was no lack in onr
quarter—it scems that they fully believed
that the road to Méziéres would always be
open to them, an’ that therefore, in case of
another defeat before Sedan, their retreut
would be easily accomplished,

A FORCED MARCIH.

On the evening of Wednesday, from 5 to 3
o'clock, I was at the Crown Prince’s quarters
at Chemery, a village some 13 miles from Se-
dan to the south-south-west on the main road,
At half-past five we saw that there was a great
movement among the troops encamped all
around us, and we thought at first that tle
King was riding through the bivouses; but
soon the 37th regiment came pouring thiough
the village, their band playing Die wacht an
Rhein as they marched along with a swinging
stride. I saw at once by the men's faces that
something extruordinary was going on. It was
soon plain that the troops were inthe lightest pos-
sible marching order. All their knapsacks wern
left behind, and they were carrying nothivg buk
cloaks slung aronnd their shonlders, except thut
one or two bon vivants had retained their camp-
kettles. But if the camp-kettles were left be=
hind, the cartouche-cases were there—hanging
heavily in front of the men's belts, unbal-
anced, a8 they ought to be, by the knapeacks.
Soon 1 learned that the whole Prussisn corps
—those lent from Prince Frederick Charles'a
army, the Second Army, and the Crown
Prince’s—were making & forced mareh to the
left in the direction of Doschery aud Mezieres,
in order to shut in MacMahon's army in the
west, and so drive them against the Belgiam
I learned from the officers’of the

frontier.

Crown Prince’s stafl that at the rame
time, while we were watching regiment
after tegiment pass  through  Chemery,
the Saxons and the Guards, 50,000 steong, om
the Prussian right, under Prince Albert of
Saxony, were also marching rapidly, to close




