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CHICAGO IN ASHES.

ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND HOMELESS TER-
EONS APPEALING FOR AID.
MILLIONATRES RENDERED PENNILESS IN A DAT
—ALL THE PRINCIPATL BANKS, WHAOLESALE
AND RETAIL ESTABLISHMENTS, NEWSPAPER
OPFICES, AND A BCORE OF CHURCHES DE-
STROYED—MANY VESSELS BURNED—THE FIRE

ETILL RAGING.

Cmicaco, Oct, 94-The mest terrilile conflagration
that ever oecnrred in the United States has been in
progreas in this city for nearly 24 hours, laying the
whale business portion of the city and one-fifth of all
the buildings in ashes.

The fire broke out last evening, betweea 9 and 10
o'clock, in & barn in West Taylor-et,, and, owing to
the iullummable nature of its eontents, the building
was wranned in flames before the firemen arrived.
From this inslguificant source sprang this terrible
ealamity.

The portion of the city where the fire originated
was built up almost entirely of wooden buildings,
closely pucked together, tenanted by carpenters,

ealiinot makers, coopers, varnish manufacturers, in-
tersperscd with Iumber yards and stores of other
squally inflammable materiala, The wind was blow-

tng a tervible gale and the devouring element spread
so rapidly that all attempts to stay its ravagys
proved froitlesa,

The fire soon reached Clark-st., upon which the

greater portion of the fine businesa blocks were
situated, all of which are destroyed., The Court-
House, which was 20 years in building, was awept
awuy in Sgsmmigutes. The Sherman Iouse, oppo-
gite the Conrt-House, the new Pacific Hotel, which
was sonn to be opened, and eaid to be the largest in
thoe indeed, every lotel  dn
the ety is  swallowed up in  the
of fire. When the fire reached State-st., toward the
Lake, an attempt was made to stay its progress by
Liowing up the bmildings in the vicinity of Field,
Leiters & Co.'s magnificent dry goods establishment,
but this guly pecmed to add to the fury of the
flames.  From Ktate-st. the fire advanced with nna-
bated fury to the North Division, and searcely a
vestige of the 8000 buildings on that side of the
river is loft. Taking a south-casterly direction, the
fire swept through Madison-ave. and Monroe-st., ex-
tending a distance of about one mile and s gqnarter,
devouring in its advance The Tribune building, Cros-
by's Opora-House, McVicker's Theater, and hundreds
of the finest business houses in the city, West of
the Cuourt-House, embracing Lasalle, Wells, and
Fouth Water-sta,, upon which a very large portion
of the busimess was conecenteated, everything is
rwept clean. The space burnt over covers an aren of
moré than five square miles, while the value of the
property destroyed is simply to be conjectured, some
placing it at £100,000,000, and others even more than
tLis.

1t was about 1 o’'clock this morning when the fire
crossed the river at Adams-st. bridge and soon de-
stroyed the gas works, and then gpread iteelf in
every direction, More than one-half the population
are mow pushing through the streets in vehicles,
which are obtained at enormous prices, on foot, and
in every other way, with the choicest honschald
treasurcs in their arms und on their backs in ntter
eonfusion, not knowing whither to go. Fearful suf-
fering must follow, and almost immediately. Full
100,000 people are at thismoment homeless and hioasc-
Jess, not knowing where to lay their heads or get
anything to satisfy the eravings of hunger,

At moon, the whole business portion of the city
from Hurrison-st. north to Chicago-ave., and east of
the river to Lake-ave., was devastated, embracing
district three miles in length to a mile or amile and
# half in width.‘ Tha flames swept throngh the city
with the rapidity of a prairie fire, and many persous
must have perished.

At this bour (5 p. m.) the awfol work of destruction
still goes on with relentless fury. From Harrison-st.
in the sonth to Division-st. in the north, and from
the river to the lake, an area of four miles long by
one mile wide, the flames have swept everything be-

world; and,

BCG

fore them.
The strects in the districts still unburned are

Jined fur miles with such houschold goods as have
been saved from destruction. Most generous offers
of assistanco in money, food, or anything wanted are
coming in from almost every city and town through-
out the eountry by telegrapb, The Mayor has re-
sponded to several offers, asking that cooked food
be provided as soon a8 possible. Firemen are on
their way here from Cincinnati, St. LL:u{s. and other
cities. The water works are entirely destroyed.
PBuildings are now being blown up on the line of the
fire to attempt to arrest its progress.

It is believed that the spread of the fire sonthward
will soon be stayed at Harrison-st.; but on the north
gide thers is no diminution of ita fury, and the entire
division of the city is svidently doomed to utter de-
struction. There are grave fears that the flames
may spread to the west gide of the north branch of
the river, and the inhabitants of the streets nearest
the river are already moving to places, it is supposed,
of greater safety. The Western Union Tele-
graph Company have now six wires, working
east and south, running into a temporary
ofice at the corner of Biate snd Bixteenth-
sta. The North-Western Railroad Company are
running trains on both its branches, which are
crowdsd with fleeing citizens. It is mow posi-
tively ssserted by some that the water-works
are still intact, but the water has been shut off
from the SBouth and West Divisions, on account of
the quantity being used on the porth side. A trust-
worthy gentleman, just arrived from the North Di-
wision, brings the joyful intelligence that the water-
works are uninjured. God grant that it may prove

Inl::‘l. impossible now to give even an spproximately
correct statement of the lesses, but a faint idea may
bo formed when it is stated that every bank in the
ity except two mmall savings institutions, one on

Twenty-second-st. in Bouth Division, snd one on 1

Randolph-st. in West Division, is destroyed. All
wrholesale stores, all retail establishments, the Post-
©fflos, the Court-House, the Chamber of Commarce,
@very botel in Bouth Division except Michigan-ave.
Hotel, which, standing on the extreme southern
fimit, escaped, though it is badly scorched,every
mowspsaper office (The Tribume building which was
sapposed to be fire-proof having finally suecumbed),
mm.mummvmm-m

depots of the Michigan Bonthern and of the Minois
Central Railroads (both the passenger and freight
depots of the latter), more than a score of churches,

and mneh of the shipping in the river—all are de-
stroyoed.

Men who were mllionaries yesterday morning,
are nearly penniless to~day; but more terrible than
all 48 tho awful certainty that many human beings
have perished in the flames—houw many, no one ean
toll. Perbape no one will ever be able to tell; but
it is known that some have perished, and there ia
only & heart-sickening fear that the victims of the
fiery monster may be counted by ecoree,

Hundreds of horses and cows have been burned in
etables, and on the north side numbers of animals,
thongh released from confinement, were so bewile
deredd and confused by the sea of fire which sur-
rounded them that they rushed wildly to and fro,
wttering cries of fright and pain until scorched and
killed, .

Any attempt at a desoription of the scenes of this
appalling calamity wonld be idle. The gimple {act
that the oncesgreat City of Chicago is nearly de-
stroyed, that hundreds of millions of active capital
here have vanished, and that nesrly one-third of
Chicago’s Inhabitants are honseless, is enough.
Any attempt to embellish would be a mockery.

As this awful day draws to a close thousands of
anxious eyes watch the elouds of mnoke, which still
roll over the burned distriet, with evident dread
that a sudden change of wind may turn the
flames upon that portion of the ecity yet
spared. There seems, however, little cause for
apprehiension, and reenforeementa of  firemen
from  other ecities are constantly arriving.
Col. F. F, Wilson, Buperintendent of the Telegraph,
i in reccipt of dispatches from leading eitics an-
nouncing that aid will soon be provided for the suf-
ferers, Col. Clowry of 8t. Louis telegraphs that
£70,000 have been subseribed by the merchants there.
Cincinnati promises $200,00, and Cleveland is pro-
portionately generous. All this and a great deal
more will be needed to relieve the immediate press-
ing wanta.

Evervthine is dning by Gen. ftager and his assist-
ants to koeep np communications for the eitizens and
press with the world outside. Col Geo, T, Williamns,
Superintendent at Cincinnati, reported promptly for
duty this morning. About three-fourths of the
United States mail was eaved and taken possession
of by Col, Woaod of the Post-Oflice service.

LaTer.~The flames in the South Division were
finully arrested by blowing up and demolishing sev-
eral buildings ou Wabush-ave, and Congress-st,, by
Lieut.-Gen. Sheridan, The District burned over in
the South Divisioy, embraces everything from the
main branch of the Chicago River to the Lake,
and  covering about ocue hundred blocks.
This  district contained all the leading
business honses, the banks, insurance offices, hotels,
&c.; also a large number of churches, including St
Mary's, Trinity, First Presbyterian, Second P'reshy-
terian, St. Paul, Bwedenborgian, &e. The Methodist
Chureh, on the corner of Wabash-ave, and Congress-
gt,, i8 eaved. The Michizan Avenune IIntel, on
the corner of Michigan-ave. and Cobpgress-st,
and the Congress Hall, directly adjoining, on Con-
gress-st., are saved, Michigan-terrace, on Michigan-
ave, embracing the residences of Gov. Dross, the
Hon. Jolin Young Eeamman, 8 C, Griges, Peter L.
Ross, and other leading eitizeus, is completely de-
stroyed.

All the newspaper esfallishments are totally
wiped ont. The Tribune huilding resisted the fire
{for several hours, but finally yielded, when MeVick-
er's Theater, immediately adjoining, which also
withstood the raging clement, wholly succumbed.
In fact, all the buildings in the district which
¢claimed to be fire-proof shared the same fate of those

which eould make no such claims. The great Cen-
tral depot at the foot of Lake-st. became
s heap of ruins.  Abeut 8 o'clock this morning most
of the pusscnger cars of the Michigan Central, Dur-
lington and Quiney, and Illinois Central Ruilroad
were moved on the Lreakwater and saved. West of
Clark-gt., in tho sonthern division, the fire extended
gonth ps far as Polk-st, sweeping everything
The distance burned over here is

before it,
some threa Dblocks wide and over lalf a
mile in length, numbering about 20 blocke.

The buildings were generally of the cheaper eharac-
ter, embracing saloons, small shops, poor recidences,
&c. The district burned over on the west side com-
mences at Taylor-st., runuing from De Koren to Jef-
ferson. The fire ran thence four or five blocks

porth, and then moved [diagonally toward
the river, and, finally, the west limit
was established on Clinton-st, and reach-
iug thence to the river. It moved

in this line northward until it reached the North-
Western and West Side depots, where it stopped, a
distance of nearly two miles from where it started.
The Pittsbaregh, Fort Wayne and Chicago, and
Chicago and 8t. Lonis Ruilroad depots were in this
district, and are destroyed.

Almost the entire Northern Division, from the
main branch of the Chicago River to Lineoln Park,
pesrly two miles in length and one mile in width, is
completely destroyed, including the water works, a
large number of elegant churches, &e. This dis-
trict emibraces almost the entire business portion of
the eity.

The territorp sbuth of Harrison-st., in the south
division, reaching out many miles, and covered al-
most entirely with dwellings, mostly of the hetter
class, is untouched, and may now be regarded as safe
from injury.

For miles and miles, in every direction, the side-
walks, lawos, vacant lots, and front yards of dwell-
ings are filled with people who have ecscapéd from
burning houses, taking with them only a scanty
smount of furniture and clothing, The sight is
troly a barrowing ope. These people must receive
immediate relief, or many will perishi from exposure
and starvation.

As already stated, it is utterly impossible to make
an approximate estimate of the entire loss, but it
can scarcely fall below $150,000,000, Of course, but
a fraction of this amount can be recovered from

Irance.

Gen. Sheridan has to-day telegraphed to 8t. Loniay |

to the Missourn depot there, to send at once 100,000
rations. He has also telegraphed to Omaha for
two companies of soldiers and 100 tents. He will
also order another 100,000 rations.

Mayor Mason has issued & proclamation calling a
meeting to-night in the West Division to sec what
the citizens can do for the relief of the sufferers. There
are st least 100,000 people who know not where they
can enongh provisions to satiafy their hunger.

A later rumor from the North Division says the
devastation is Jess widespread than heretofore re-
ported. There are no deaths reported by the disss-
ter os yet, but undoubtedly many have perighed.

—
CHICAGO EVIDENTLY DOOMED.

A CHANGE OF WIND SWEEPING THE FLAMES

TOWARD THE BOUTHERN PORTION OF THE

¢1TY — TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION CUT

OrE ABRSOCTATED PRESS OYFWICE,

Wew-Yorx, Oct. 01130 p. m.

The telegraph office improvised in the southern
part of Chicago, sa it was supposed beyond the
reach of the flames, has been sbundened, and com-
munication with the city is again suspended. It is
expected that snother office will be opened during
the night st  point two miles south of the last
place of refuge.
The operators, before Jeaving their instruments,
reported that the wind had veered around to the
north and was driving the flames back and south-
ward, The fire had already resched tbe peighbar-
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2, Chamber of Commiree, 3, Eherman House

4. Tremonl Housa. 8. Chieage Tribune Offes

hiood of the office, and the men were compelled to
flee, Their last words were, ** Thers now appears no
hope of saviug the southern portion of the city.”
—
MEASURES FOR RELIEF.
ARMY RATIONS ORDERED BY THE I'RESIDENT.

Wasmiseros, D.C., Oct. 9.—The fire at Chi-
eago excltes intense Interest throughout the city, espe-
clully among gentlemen from that locality. In addition
to the Press telograms, Gen, Myer of the Signal Bervleo
lias been recelving dispatclics from time to time regurd-
ing the conflagration. On reading them this morningy
President Grant requested Becretary Belknap to teli-
graph to Gen. Bherldan, saying it was the Presldout's
wish thut Gen. Bherldan lssue provisiens and clothing to
the sufferers from the supplics he bas at his disposal,
and, if these prove insuffclent, to call on the military so-
thorities at 8t. Lowls for the samo purpose.

Among the latest dispatches: recelved from Chicago
this afternoon was one from Gen. Sherldan to the Becre-
tary of War, stating that the army offives there had been
destroyed, with all the public reoords, together with
other details, all of which have been reiterated in the
dispatehies of the Associated Press Among the latest
telegrams to the War Department was the following:

" . " },‘.ll{‘ll’)::'l‘l. Oet. 9.t

: il 11 o
ing r;l".‘i':li7 f":""f? ? aﬁ‘fe';irf f-?n(m?:m by hﬂ}lmnr:i‘:lul'
thousinds of dollars wers subscribed. 18 meeting ro-
quests that the Bv%ﬂar}f of War furnlsh tents, blankets,
ani food frum the Goveinment storea ot JefMeraonville,

ludisna. 4, M, ROWLAND,
# President Chamber of C oc.

The Becretary reported that he had already authorized
Gien, Sherman to furnish neccseary supplies. Becretury
Belknap has ordered tents, clothing, blankets, rations,
and, in fact, everything in the control of the War De-
partment, to be furnished to the sufferers, The amount
of Government money in the vanlts of the Bul-Treasury
at Chicago Is about §3,000,000, $500,000 of which ia in gold,
and the remainder in puper. No reports have been re-
celved at the Tressury Departmont cuncernlng these
funds,

TIMELY ACTION OF CINCINNATI—THOUSANDS OF
POUNDS OF BREAD, CBACKERS, BEEF AND
CHEESE, AND 2,000 BLANKETS EN ROLTE TO
THE BUFFERERS.

CiNCINNATI, Ohio, Oct. 9.—The great fire in
Chicago monopolizes all attention, and business s en-
tirely suspended. The great calamity moves every
heart. The citigens’ meeting at the Chamber of Com-
merce was largely attended. Committess onfTranspor-
tation and Finance were sppointed, and subscriptions
and cash paymenta werslst once recetved. The Cham-
ber of Commerce gave 85,000, Many leading firms gave
#1,000 each, At 13 o'clock $5,000 had been subscribed,
The Hamilton and Dayton, sad Indianspolis and Lafay
ette Railrosd Companies have offered to tranaport all
supplies free of charge. In accordance with this, Mayer
Davis sends s dlapstch to all the cities 1
< rallroad to collect supplies
be taken free. Blsnketa asnd clothing will be
collected and gent tofay in large quantitios, aleo cooked
food, The Committes will leave for Chicago at § o’lock
thisevening. Atthe Premchers’ meeting this merning
resolutions of sympsthy were adopted, declaring that
they wonld call on their congrogations to ooliperate with
the sutborities in affording immediate rellef.

LATER~A speclal train will leave hers to-night. con-
veying s Committes offthe citisans, and four car-loads of
provislons, consisting in part of 10,000 pounds of cheese,
mmuaww,mmmum.mm.
rels of erackers, and 2,000 blanketa. The traln will run
ot passenger speed. Donations of provisions continne
to be made and will be promptly

Announcements are coming in from all parta of the
West and Bouth-West of liberal subseriptiess ef money
and provisions for the sufferers aé Chicago. Trainsladen
with fire engine and provisions are en routs from all

pointa with promises of mare b0 follow. Wheeling, O¢- |

Inmbus, Cleveland, Toledo, Detrolt, Indianapolls, Terrs
Maute, Evansville, Memphis, snd Nushville, as well sa
larger cltles, are contributing lberally.

Mr. Halstead of The Commercial suipped to The Tribuns
& full font of distributed type to-night. The newspaper
establlahments have made liberal contributions in money.
SEVENTY TIHOUSAND DOLLARS RAISED IN ST.

LOUIS—A TRAIN LOADING WITH PROVISIONS,

8t. Louis, Mo., Oct, 0.—A mass meeting of
tho citizens was held at the Merchants' Exchange, to-
day, It wns the largest meeting ever held here,  People
of all elasses and eonditions poured In to express sym-
pathy and contribute ald. Bome §70,000 was ralsed In
the space of one hour. The meoting 1a atill In session.

Committees linve been appointed to canvass the eity for

money, food, and elothing. By night thers will probably

be cooked provislons emough ready to load a train.

Another meating will be held to-night. The Merchants®

Exchange subscribed $10,000, and many firus and indl-

vidunla from $500 to §1.000 aach.

ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS RAISED 1IN
BUFFALO—BAKEIS ORDERED TO WORK NIGHT
AND DAY UNTIL FURTHER ORDERS.

Burraro, Oet. 8.—The City Council, at a
regular meating this afternoon, authorised the lssus of
$100,000 of city bonds for the immediste use of the Chi-
cogo sufferers. A C ittee of the C il leave to-
niglht with & car-losd of provisions for Chicago. The
officers and exhibitors at the International Industrial
Exhibition ralsed 10,000 loaves of bread, to be forwarded
at onee for the rellef of the sufferers, Owens's bakery,
the largest in the clty, has been authorized by the city
officlals to commence without delay, and bake night and
day, until further orders, for Chlcago. The excitement
here {s intense, and the sympathy of the cltizens of all
clusses |8 thoroughly aroused.

MONEY APPROPRIATED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF

ELIZABEIH, N. J.

Frizasern, N. J, Oct. 9.—The City Council
mot to-night and voted an sppropriution of §1,000, to be
forwarded to the Mayor of Chicago, toward relieving the
rufferers by the great fire, They ulso passsd resolutions
of sywpathy, aud adjourned without doing any busineas,
after Benator Willey, the President, had appuloted a com-
mittee to collect donations from the citizens for the same
object.

TWO THOUBAND DOLLARS SUBSCRIBED IN

OSWEGO.

Osweco, Oct. 9.—The members of the Os-
wego Board of Trade have oontributed $2,000 to the
Chicago sufferers.

ACTION IX OTHER CITIES,

The municipal authorities, the Boards of
Trade, and Jbusiness men generally in all the principal
cities of the Unlon, bave taken steps fo form boards of
relief jto collect subscriptions and forward food aad
clothing for the safferers. Publie meetings for this pur
pose will bs held to-day in Fhuladalphis, Bostor, Balt-
more, Albany, Syracuse, Baratogs, sad Poaghkeepsis.

———

THE BURNED BUILDINGS.

The Court-House, ooccupying the eentral
square In the city, was an imposing edifice bullt in 185
of Lockport limestone. Ite tower commanded a flne
view of the city and laks,

The Chamber of Commerce was sltusted at the corner
of Washington snd La Ballests, When completed, in
August, 1065, 1t had coat $400,000. Tt waa built of Athens
marble, n the Italian style of architecture, Its outside
Almensiona wore 181'feet in length by % feet in width,
«nd the hall of the Board of Trade was 144 feet long,
80 feot wide, and 48 foet high.

The buliding of the Young Men's Christian Association
on Madison-st., near La Balle, included Parwell Hall, and
contained several stores, & hotel, countingrooms, and
the offices of » charitablo sasociation, to which i} be-

longed.
The Michigan Bouthorn Rallread Depot was rbe Vaa-

derbult Depot exceptad) the finest building en this Cen-
tinent devoted to rallway purposes. It Was bullt of'
Athens marbls,

The Union Depot was famous on scoonnt of its lm-
mense aisa. Tt was the Lerminus of several ralironda.

The CustomHouse and. Post-Office bullding, at Monroo
and Dearborn-ata., was & large and handsoms boflding
hof Athens maxble, built on the plan of the bulldings
m"“"‘" tho aame purpose at Cleveland, Detroit, and

The First and Becond Preabyterian Churches, on Wa-
baah-aye., ware among the finest buildings in the coun-
try devoted to religions worship, The First, near Van
Burén-at., was bullt in 108 at's sost of §100,000.

Unity Chureh. st the corner of Whitney and North
Dearborn-ata., was famous aa the sceno of the labors of
mmll-;mw Collyar,

born Theater, on Dearbarn-t., between Madl-

s0n snd Washington-sta., was & very handsome structurs
used as & minstrel hail, Lately it has been oceupled by

Minstral Troupe, b

Farwoll Hall, on Madison, between Clark and La 8alle-
sta, was one of the largest hals inthe United Blates,
and (s gakl to have accommodated 4,000 people.

Alken’'s Museum, on Randelph, between Clark and
Dearborn-sta., combined with its halls flled with ool
Jections of rarities, s pretty little theater eelebrated as
the birthplace of many of the sensatloual pleces of tho
day.

MoVieker's Theater, oo Madisonst., between Btata
and Dearborn-sts., was the principal theater of the elty,
and was visited yearly by the prominent starsof ths
dramatio profession, It will probably be rebuilton the
model of Booth's Theater of this elty.

The Bherman Houss, one of the handsomest and
largest hotels in the Weat, was bullt in 1860, of Athens
marble, at & cost of $400,000. H bod & frontage of 340
fest on Randolph-si., and 840 fect on Clark-st  The
Briggs Honse was lkewise a handsvme bullding, as also
was the Metropolitan Hotal,

The Crosby Opera Ifouse, the beanty and walus of
which was bruited about when It became the chief prize
in & lottery, stood on Washington-st,, between State and
Dearhorn-sts. It had a front of 140 feet on Washington-
at., gnd ran back 179 feet, The building wae completed
in 1865 at & cost of $450,000,

i —
THE EXCITEMENT IN THIS CITY.

The news of the great Chicago fire exeited

yraterday, in this city, the greatest interest, not un-
mixed with consternation, in view of the probable finans
olal resnlta. The excitemaent in the business portion of
the city was scarcely surpasscd by that of the most
eventful times of the war, One word alone—Clicago—
soemed to be tho beginning of every sentence. It was
shouted by the uewsboys, buzzed by dealers in
stocks, aud whispercd by bankera and startled
{naurance agents, The most eallous stranger
could mot have walked twenty yards in soy of
the princlpal business streets without being made
awaro that something had gons wrong. The nearcst
newspaper office, telegraph bulletin, newa-board, or
erowd wonld soon have informed him what was tho
matter, At their breakfast tablea the merchants and
bankers learned that a terribls conflagration was raging
{n Clileago ; on thelr desks In thalr counting-honses tele-
grams awaited them of dire lmport—the news that the
whole business part of the clty was destroyed, and that
the fire was then epreading snd beyond eon-
trol, At the Btock Exchange tha excite
ment wns Intense, Btocks fell from 10to &per cent
without tho entering of & trunsaction, Western Unlon
Telegraph stock taking a prominent placa in the tumble,
Business was almost at a standstill. Operations in West-
ern stocks were difficnlt. Dealers paid much more at-
tention to rumors and telegraph boys than to quotations;
and, with ominous looks, dlscussedjtbic pusaible and prob-
able effsct of the calamity.
* g8ir," sald a prominent dealer; * this is the signal for
the bursting of one of the most awful bubbles the world
lhas ever known. Chicago owes aud la owed money all
over thy world, New-York can't pay Chicago’s losses.
Who then la golng to? Not London! London has just
ralsed the rate of disconnt from two to five per cent.
Bhe ralsed it Iast Baturday. Thorsday is the regular
meeting day of the Bank. When they raise the rate on
any other day in the week, London merchants and
bankers prepare for storms—cspecially at five per cent.
No, Bir ; this calamity will bring on the most awful panic
this country has ever known."

These Temarks were made pobliely and seemed to bo
concurred in by the nssembled crowd, Jay Cook & Co
thought it the most terrible calsinity that had ever
happened to this country, with the exception of the war.
The effect on the Western Fall trado must be disastrous,
let alone the fearful losses in produce, goods, and build-
ings. Bo far they thomght the New-York Btock market
had stood very well, though there had been comparatively
littls dolng.

The money market was very activée at 7 per cent
until atter bank bours, when the rate waa advanced to
{ por cent per  diem, with brokers eager to borrow at
that rate, None could say what amonnt of money would
have to ba sent out West. Tt would bea long time befora
the real state of things conld be known.

The grest center of excitemeant was of conrss among
the varions New-York Insurance Companies which have
agencies in Chicago, The Premdents and Monagers
were, however, all very reticent; and invariably replied
toany Inquiries that might be made that they had not
any information further than had been published. The
Adriatie and some other companies asserted that they had
some time sinoce ceased to take Chicago risks and had
withdrawn their agencies, This sction wns mainly de-
termined by the competition of certaln new companles
and the low rates taken by Englsh companies. Risks
which would not be aceepted here under 1 or 3 per cent
are takon in Eogland at  to § of one per cent.; and thia
principle has to @ great extent been introduced
hers by thess English companles. About two
years sgo, the Btate Leglalature of Tllinols
passed a law requiring all foreign insurance companies
doing busineas in the Stute to depoalt §300,000 in the Btate
Treasury, Only two forelg panl P with
this law—tha Liverpool, London and Globe, and the
North British and Mercantile—and they have both suf-
fered heavily by the fire.

The President of one of the leading Fire Insurnnce
Companies said, yesterday: It {s impossible to form
any approximate estimate of the losa at present. Thoss
who have suffered most are most interested in conceal-
ing thelr losses. Of this [ am certaln—every insurance
company In Chicago Is gone; s large portion of
those in New-York baving sgencles in Chicago
will be serlously crippled For some time we
have pot liked Chicago, and have reduced our
monthly preminms from 5,500 to $300 a month. But ter-
rible aa it ls, this fire will have & bensficial effect on the
prineiple of insurance and on those companies which are
able to bresst the storm. Insurance rates bave
been demoralized by competition and quarrels
among Insurance men tiil they were far too low.”
In snswer to the reporter's inquiry ss to his
opinion as to the probable loss in Chieago, the gentlsmen
replled that, without wishing to underrate the calamity,
be could not but think thst s extent had been unduly
exaggorated. “Our own company,” sald he, “have a
1oas (0 write off; but it is not s beavy oue, and, if the
worst eomea to the worst, we can show & very bandsome
sum to begin agaln with, In fact, this Chieago fire can-
not break us—{ar from it.”

AT THE 8TOCK EXCHNGE.
Pandemonium broken loose seemed to be
realized yeaterday in the mad caperings of the masses of
humanity who {n the guise of stock brokers, make the
Htoek Exchange ring with their frightful ashrisks and
howls, Panle appeared to pervade the ntmotphers as
well aa ro ch t of the dealers.
Early in the motning the éffect of the run oa the Third-
Avenus Bank and the Chicago gre was pervepible in
the pervous movemsnta of the stook operators who were
« pulling " jhe market. The disposition to sell was ao-
ocelerated Dby the raid of the bears, who saw
thelr opportunity snd asvalled themselves of It
The Vanderbilt clique were supposel fo be
largely “long” of  stocks, and  interested
{n ull the leading rallways T K out of Chicago. At
an early hour in the morning the market bogan to take a
rapid downward course, which was accelerated by the
porsistent hammering of the bears. New-York Central
and Hudeodn, which sold st 7§ In the merning, swittly
descended to 9, rallylng agaln late in the day, and
slosing at 01§ New-York Ceniral and Hudeou certifi-
cates, which opened st ), declined to 834, and closed
at 90} Erls, the feot-ball of Wallet, began
to mave in the morning at 30} dropped to 34, and re-
mained at the latter figures. Lake Bhore opemed at 108},
and declined to 96§, closing st e}, Hanibal and B&
Joseph, Tammany's latest scheme for making moey,
and largely dealt in by the City Hall officlals, dropped

THE FRAUDS REVEALED.

REPORTS OF THE CITIZEN® INVESTIGATING
COMMITTEE.

IMMENSE SUMS PAID FOR SERVIORS UNFER-
FORMED AND MATERIALS USFURNIAHED—
UNKNOWN OFFICERS DRAWING LARGHE
SALARIES—BILLS FEAUDULENTLY INCREASED
FOURFOLD — GOVERNMENT EXPENSE TEN
TIMES WHAT ¥T SHOULD BE—DEBT DOUBLED
EVERY TWO YEARS — THE

RERPONSIBLE.
The Joint Investigating Committes of Aldermen,

Supervisors, and Citizens met in the room of the
Supervisorsin the County Court-House yesterday at 3
o'clock, and the Citizens submitted the reporta which
they have been preparing for two months past. Full
and accurste copies of these importans decaments,
the most valuable yet developed by the investigs-
tiom into the frands of the Ring, and compiled only
affer great labar and care, are published below.

The Committes of Citizens who make these start-
ling exhibits of the desperate and corrupt eondition
to which the City Government has been rednced by
three years of “ Ring! rule,” arc men sclected by the
Ring leaders themselves at the saggestion of Mayor
Hall, chief among them, and in answer to the publio
clamor which has been raised at the extravagance of
the City and County Government and tho pecula-
tions of its sdministrators. The Committeo is com-
posed of business men of the highest repute, men
who have kept aloof from polities, and who have en-
tered mpon the investigation as commercial men,
and who now conclude their lalors, for the present,
with reporta of a purely financial ‘and business char-
acter. The report on the City and County appropri-
ations was prepared by Mr, William E. Warren, wall
known as a former Deputy Controller, and a gontls-
man more familiar parhaps thao any other in New-
York with the systom on which the financos of New-
York have been conducted, and the origin, relations,
and powers of the several City and County Depart-
ments and Bureaus. Thoe namesof the gentlemen of
the Committee are sufiicient guarantees of their im-
partiality and honestyin the investigation they have
conducted and tha verdict of guilty which they now
pronounce against the Ring. The vames are as fol-
lows:

Royal Phalps, Rohert I, Cutting,
Robart Lenuvs, W A, Hooth,

P. Blasinger, James Brown, '
Paul N, Spofford, Courtlandt Palmer,
Bamuel Willata, B. L. Solamun,
Horace B, Claflin, John K. Porter,
Heth B, Hunt, Thoa W. Pearsall,
Thos, ¥, Jeremiah, Wi, E. Dodgo.

The several reports submitted yesterday by tho
Citizens’ Committes comprise:

T. Mr. Wm. A. Booth's report.

IL. Report on the Armories.

IIL Report on the City and County Appropriations
and Expenditures,

IV. Report on the pay rolls.

V. Report on the Schuyler frauds.

As will be seen these reports are volaminous, and
they will be found on examination te be comprshen-
give and conclusive. They establish beyond any
reasonable doubt of any impartial mind several
most damning facta. They show

L That the City Debt is practically
#190,000,000.

II. That not merely extravagance but * frand and
peculations of the grossest charactar have been
practiced in several departments’ with the knowl-

edge of their heads.
II1. That the Debt has been doubled every two
years sinee 1860, '

IV. That the Mayor 18 responsible for the continna-
tion of the wholesale robbery of the City.

V. That it cosis nearly as much ($30,000,000)
a year to run the Government of this oity as to ad-
minister that of the whole nation. ¥

VI. That while 3,291,965 69 were paid for
Armory repairs, &o., the actual expenditure was not
more than $903,468 00. In otherwords theRing
stole on Armory accounts alone §8,099,409 69,

VII. That immense sums have been paid for ser-’
vices unperformed to men nnknown in the offices
from which they drew their salaries.

VIIL That the Schuyler frands, by whieh the bills
of one contractor were raissd from $48,000 to $463,000,
were committed through the connivance of William
M. Tweed.

REPORT OF THE HON. WILLIAM A. BOOTH,
CHAIRMAN.

To the Chairman of the Joint Committes of Supervisors
and Aldermen appointed to inrestigate the Public doceunts
of the City and Cownty of New-Fork : The Committes
of Tax-paying Citizens who were appointed to make
a thorongh and exhaustive examination of the Public
Accounts with the aid of experts, nnder thelr imme-
diate supervision, and give the resnlt of their im-
veatigations to the people of the City and State,
respectfully

REPORT

That, concurring in the appeal addressed to them,
“that the good name of our city, ita prosperity, and
avery interest dear to its peopls, must suffer from li-
bels 8o gross, and attacks so false and exsggerated.”
they at once addressed themselves earmestly to the
work which was aesigned them, and have heretofore
prepared a statement of the debt of the eity and
ocounty, and the condition of the Sinking Fund, taken
from the books in the Controller's office, which they
believe to be perfectly aocurate, which statemeal
has already been published. ;

Pursuing their investigations iuto the details ot
the sccounts and of the bills which have been paitl
by the Controller during the past two and a half
years, your Committee find that immense sume have
been paid for services which have not been per-
formed, for materials which have not been fumished,
and to employés who are unknowa in the offices
trom which they draw their salariea. Also, that par-

ulently increassd their amounts, snd drawn fouar-

See Beventh Puge. '

MAYOR HELD

S



