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A cnrious and ingenions trick by which the
lnture of New-Jersey avoid a State law
prolibiiing an adjournment for more than two
lags at a fime is desembed by Tre TrBUNe
wrtespondent at Trenton, A single Jaw-
malker in cach bonse calls the empty benches

-, e .

' this will not do!  Bpecifie charges have beon

didde againgt one of your officinls. They have
been met with no adequate deiense por ev

planation. You decline to order an mvestiga-
tion; you thus take sides with the accused.
Iiis character wmay bo as pure as ico; but he
cannot offord to earry the load he now bears.
You, & Reform Legislature, cannot afford to
defer inguiry into this whole business for a
single day.

Senator Carpenter is “the funny man” of
the Senate, and divides with Senator Nye the
honors of every humorous occasion. 1o came
out strong, yesterday, on the Civil Servico
Reform movement, which gave him abundant
materiz! for quips and cranks; but in the
midst of his buffooneries he so far forgot his
character as epecial defender of the Adminis-
tration as to intimate that the President's
good words in faver of Civil Service
Reform were only buncombe and meant noth-
ing serious. The country will indignautly
repel any such insinuntion against the sin-
cority of the President, and the defense of
the Administration by Senator Trambull was
an apt rebuke of the unwiso and frothy
ehampions whose friendship is so dangerous.
If Civil Servize Roform is cver accomplishod
it will not be by any Lelp from the jester of
the Senute.

Mr, Jay Cooke's card, denying the trath of
ewrrent reports cemcerning the unreality of
the recent proposition to the Secretary of the
Treasury (o take the new loan, shows that
such an offer has aetually and in good faith
been made. Tt appears from Mr. Cooke's
statement that a new Amerlean and European
syndicate has been formed for the purpose of
taking fifty millions of the new five-per-cents
during the present mouth, and an equal
amonnt during the year; also that, provided
Congress will make the interest payable in
London, the same parties will take two hund-
red millions more of the fives, and thres
hundred millions of the four-and-a-halfs. As
to the otlier terms, they are now stated to bo
the same as those on which the Becretary
negotiated the previons $180,000,000 with the
syndicate. This proposition is yet pending,
and, coneidering the unpopularily of the last
operation with the syndieate, there is reason
to believe that it will not be perfected.

The original Kuow-Nothing, in the person
of Mr. A. B. Comell, Smveyor of Customs,
wias before the Congress Committee of Inves-
tigation, yesterdny. Mr. Cornell knows noth-
ing of any division in the Republican party of
this State, nothing of any attempt to control
the Syracnse Convention by nsing patronage,
nothing of Custom-house ofticinls traveling
throngh the State on political wmissions; and
he kupew mnoihing of the particulir result
which the Constom-liouse people aimed to
seenre in the Syracuse Convention, Mr. Cor-
nell differs from Mr. Epencer, whoso testimony
be so flatly contradicts, in this: Mr. Spencer
thinks it all right to use the patronage of the
Administrotion te earry Conventions for the
President and those who eall themsclves hia
friends; thus thinking, he acknowledges every-
thing: Mr. Cornell, being new to city politics,
is timid about saving that this sort of thing
is just right, so he denics everything. The
moralily in nether case is high cenough to
discourage anybody.

to order and then declarcs the ecesion ad-
journed for want of a quorum. It seems hard
to destory the effectivencas of such a smart
mancaver; but as Now-Jorsey legislntora wero
aot elected to evade laws, but to make them,
their comieal procesding  will lave to be
ill'.l-‘..i'll. pow that it has becsosme notorions.

11 the Froneh Govermment can, as is now
intimated, farm ont the mouopoly of the sale
of toleeo in Prench domiaions for thirty
yrars, 1o baukers who will pay off the balance
of the war debt, it is fortunate. The amount
due the Geymen Government is equal to
£000, 0, and, though the principle of farin-
‘ ine oul wonepolics—so common in the days

of the Copets—is pernicions in prineciple, it
meast be condessed that sach o proposition 28
the t sepoviod to Le upder consideration looka,
on ita foee, like n poil one for Frouee,
corhd el pel the smokers and  choew-
ur netional debt!

et b
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Thove conld be no possible question as to
who wis entitled to the geat in the House of
Benresentatives for tho Arkansas 1IId Con-
gress Disiriet,  Aud the action of the Com-
riittes of Elections, substantinlly deciding in
faver of Boles, is just what might be expected
by any wan who has paid the least atiention
L tothe ¢ The eertitied retomms showed that
Bolea (Llep) reecived 10,244 voles, and Edwards
{Dem.) 8211, Yeot, Gov. Clayton, dis-
regarding  the plainest  yprinciples of law,
sesumed to pass upon the validity of the re-
turns and throw out votes enough to give the
eortificate to Edwards, The Honse Committen
has exercized its leglimate funclions and will |
award the seat to Boles, wnless the contestant |
con show some good reason why he sheuld |
got be unsested, ol

Ladl

Lote adviees from Mexico represent the
backbone of the rebellion ns broken, and the
rebiels fioding their last ditch in  the Pacifle
Etates of the Republie. Both the figures here
used are so familiar to Amedican readers that
it is quite refreshing to find them current
elsewhere; but there is singular appropriate-
ness in the rebels making the Pacitic ports
their last harbor of refuge. 8inaloa, Senora,
and Colima are always in a ehronic state of
revelution and auarchy, and the idea of send-
ing an expedition thither to erush ont the
revotutionists will sirike a little comically
those who know iLat when revolt is tempora-
rily quelled in such eities as La Paz, Mazat-
lan, aud Guaymas, it immediately breaks ont
in every port big evough to own a cance-
load of red peppers,

When the astounding charges against Mr.
Terwilliger were made pullic, there was a
great deal of virtuous indignation en the part
of that gentleman and his friends.  Mr.
Terwilliger courted investigation; he was
auxious for it, and was positive that he
wonld come out of it unseathed. What hae
Leen done?  Weed, Parsens & Co. have
published pa affidavit ectting forth that they
paid Terwilliger the sun of #4038 05, as
charged in the Gracie affidavit, but that it
was u percentage on work done for the State,
compeusation for proof-reading, ete. Is the
Benule eatisfled with this lame conclusion?
It would appear #0; four days have passed
siuce those charges were made publie, and no
steps bave been taken to look into the seandal.
Mr. Terwilliger's indignation at the grave
‘! chargesbrought against him las given way to
satisfaction with the flimsy aflidavit of Weed,

1f |

A CHANCE FOR RETRENCHMENT.

Now is a good time, while the atteation of
Congress sud the country is direeted to Ile-
trenehment and Reform in the Civil Service,
to lop off all excrescences. Something has
alrendy been done in this direction; the dimi-
pution in the list of products and interests
toxed for pnrposes of intcrmal reveoue has
gsomewlhat alated the ofllee-holding nuisance
in one branch of the Treasury Serviee. The
arrogant bureau which, a year ago, thonght
itself enfliciently strong to demand recogni-
tion as o separafe Exccutive Department, has
dwindled, is dymndling, to an unpopular and,
we trust, short-lived limb of the vast financial
gyslem  of tho Government from which it
gprung. It will not be long until the collee-
tion of excise duties on spitits and tobaceo,
and the ssle of stamps, will he small
| enongh and compaet enough to warrant the
relegation to private life of a great arny of
ofticinls who now consume the substance of
the land gnd demoralize the politics of the
pation. Next mmst be proned away other
useless branclies, some of which have been
let alone simply Lecause public attention lias
not been much ealled to their needless exist-
| ence. OF these, less conspicuous in its useless
costliness, but less ueeful than any, is the so-
eolled Naval Oflice of the Customs Serviee,
That this depmrtment of our Cuostom-housca
is an avachronism, & fossil remainder, an ab-
surd relic of un ancient order of things, has
wlready been so far scknowledged that the of-
fice has been aholished at all of the ports of entry
in the country, suve some half-dozen, where
the political patronage and value of the same
in partisan machinery is strong enough to
extend a legse of life indeflnitely. It could
not be expected that Congressmen who find a
positive element of political strength in the
distribution of oflices should have enough
stern virtue, in the midst of a geneval demor-
plization, to resolulely cut off any portion of
their patronage.

Yet, Congress hos again and again been told
that the Naval Oiflice is an expensive super-
fluity; Congress Commitlces have received
ample testiwony on that point; and the vet-
ernn Commiesioner of Customs, the Hon, Na-
than Surgent, has repeatedly and eonclusively
gshown that the Government yearly costs the
country hundreds of thousands of dollars more
than it should, simply to keep up & number of
these wecless  offices and  their  subordi-
uates,  The Naval Oflicer of the Port
was designated, in  colonial days, as the
custodiun  of the King's privite share of
the wovails of dalies levied on imports.
He wus neually the seuior officer of the Royul
Navy stationed at the port where he exer-
¢ised his funetions, which were simply to watch
the eivil oflicers of the Crown and sos that
His Majesty got all that belonged to him.
When the young Republic erccted its own
governmental serviee, it need most of tho
mwachinery which had been left by the mother
conntry, and so the Navel Office in the Cus-
tom-house, representing mo higler idea than
the King's privy purse, became part of the
new republican system of ecolleetion of the
revenue, In those duys of imperfect public ger-
vice, the Navul Office, as it continucd to be
called, was the andlting department of the Cus-
tom-house. The accomnts of the Collector were
there examined and approved; permits, clear-
ances, registers, and similar documents were
countersigned in it, snd n general aeconnt-in-
litile of the multiferions buciucss of the Cus-
tom-house wos there kept for the ostensible

Parsons & Co., belind which he seena to Lave |
sheltered himsell. Gentlemen of the Senate, |

purpose of ehecking the Collector’s depart-
ment,

This is stll  sabatondially  the  theory |
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of the system. Dut it has grown up to bo an
enormous and impertinent abuse, The roal
A is in the Collector’s end of the Cus-
tom-hotse, and is known by his proper title.
Tho red tape and circumlocution which ve-
quire the signature and exnmination of the
Naval Ofee to 'permits and other for-
mal papers, is still preserved,  but  the
pecessity and value for the formula have
long since departed. The life has gone ; but
the tree lives on. The Naval Ofiicer is of a8
much use to the public service as a fifth wheel
to a coach; but he is gifted with a large
salary, shares cqually with the Collector and
Surveyor in the distribution of all the moictics
which belong to the Customs oflicers, and
maintaing an ample stafl of clerks, useful in
conyentions and primarics, but who, otherwise,
aro “dropping buckets into empty wella, and
“ growing old in drawing nothing up.” Mr.
A. M. Laflin, Naval Ofieer at the Dort of
New-York, is a fair exnmple of the value of
this special vavicty of superilnons pensioners
upon the public service, His oflice being
an endowed sinecure, his ample leisuro
is dovoted to wire-pulling and (he study of
all the little games which make tho pro-
fessional politician useful to his cligue. 1 the
Congreas Committee on Retrenchment want
any illustration of the public value of such an
officer, let them look into the cuse of Naval
Officer Laflin, whom at least ono friendly
journal compliments as having “eariied ™ the
Speakership of the Assembly for Mr. Ienry
Smith. The folly and extraveganco of main-
taining at New-York and four or five other
ports of the country & nseless ofiice like that
which we have had under consideration has
been made apparent by arguments based on
more practical cousiderations thun this Inst,
But, while every man conversant with the
workings of the Customs Scrvico knows that
the Naval Oflicer is a nseless inenmbranee, the
guperfluity is made more conspicinous by med-
dlesome cfforts to use official influenco ani
patronnge to further the ends, not oven of
party, but of faction,

BEN. FRANKLIN'S BEVERAGE.
From The Warld,

“That the admircrs of Mr. Greeley ghould
fmpute to him all the victues of Franklio may be pae-
doned, thoagh 1t 43 only fair to say that If any American
tub ean stund upon its own bottom Mr. Groeloy 13 that
tub, Buat really it will not do for Mr, Groeeley 1o retorn
o elothe Franklin with all his own atiributes.  Mr. Gree-
ley, we belleve, B quite a8 © totally ubslinont’ ns Father
Muthew or George Crotkabank, but beesnsa ho is vir-
tuans Jot Lim uot aver that Prauklin Joved not cakes and
ale. The sage who thraghed the tyrants of earth and
eribbed the ghtnings of heaven was an honest drinkor,
&6 drinkers fn his time went, Fven in Mr. Sparks's puri-
tanized record of hia ways and works, Mr. Greeley may
find the proof of this—as, for cxamyple, in 8 certain
eplstle frum the free-thinking republican envoy to lis
Catholie friend, the Abbe de Morellat, whernin Franklin
fnvites that worthy ealofin to come out und sup with
him in order o sea him surpass * the miraels of Cuna In
Galllen,” For by that miraclo, bo ndds, waler waa con-
vorted into the wery poor wing of Bytis; wherens hila
own skill wonld enable him to transmnls waler inlo #
mowt delectablo Hguld known as puneh.”

Comments by The Tribune,

The World's smariness is such that it haa
only to be allowed to assign whatsoever posi-
tion it will to an adversary to render il a
formidabla disputant. In the above, it quictly
assumes that Mr. Greeley had asserted that
Ben, Franklin was through lifo “as totally
“ybstinent as Father Mathew or George Cruik-
“ehank ™ in their viper years—a position which
it trivmphantly combats.

Mr. Greeley had vowise exposed himaell to
thia eriticism. The only words which seem to
justify it aro these:

“1love snd rovere bim [Frankliv] as a jourveynan
printer who was loyal and did o't deiik."

—Wae will prove the striet acenrney of this
statement by citing a pasaage from Franklin's
nutobiography which narrates lis cxporionocs
a8 & jowneyman printer durlng his fixst so-
journ in London, Familiar as this narmtive
ig, there nre very many who may read it again
with profit. At all events, we commend it
heartily te the sober eonsideration of our
critie.  I'ranklin says:

ST now beann to think of laging by some monay, The
printing house of Watta, near Lincoln's Inn-Ficlis, being
a still more eonsiderable one Chin that In which I worked,
It was probable Lmight find It mors advaatageons to be
employed there, 1 offerad mwealf, anid was accopted;
and in this bouss I coutinned duriog the remsinder of
my stay In London,

“ On wy outrunce, I worked ol fivat asn pressaman, con-
celving that I bad need of bodily exercise, to which I
bad been necustomed fn Amerlea, where the printors
work alternately as cowposltors and at the preas. I
drunk nothing but water, The other workmen, to the
uumber of about fifty, were groat drinkers of beer. [
earried oooaslonolly o large furm of lotters In each hand
up ana down stairs, witile the rest employed botl hands
to carry one, They wers surprised to sce, by this and
many other axanmples, that the Awmerican Agwalic, as
they usod to call mwo, was strongor than those who drank
porter, The beer-boy had suflicient omploymentduring the
whaole day in serving that houss alove, My fellow preas-
wan drank every day a pint of boor before broakfist, »
piut with broad and chosso for broakfnst, one botwesn
breakfast and dinner, ons at dinver, one aguin about six
o'clock In the afternoon, and snotber after he had fln-
Ished bla day’s work. This costoms appesred to me
sbominable; but he had peed, ho sadd, of wll this beer, in
order to acquire sirength to work.

“1 endeavored to convinee him that bodlly strength
furndshed by beer could only be In proportion to the solid
part of the barley dissulved in the water of which the
beer was composed § that thers wos o larger portion of
flour In & penny loaf ; and that consequontly If bo ate
thia load, and drauk s pint of water with It, he would de-
rivo wore strength from It than from s plot of beer, This
rensoning, however, did not prevent him from drinking
his socustomed guantity of beer, and paying every Sat-
urday night n scora of four or five shillings & wook for
this cursed bevernge; an expensa from which I wan
wholly exempt. ‘Thus do theas poor devils continue all
their lves in a state of vol Y W Yedocss and
poverty."”

—We respeetfully suggest that this passage
might profitably be printed in large type and
posted in the composing-room of The World ;
and it might not be a bad thing to have the ed-
itorial writers on that journal required to run
up every Saturday night and vead it carefully
through. Whatever their lucubrations might
possibly lose in smartncss thereby would be
more than compensated in their greater use-
filuess and moral worth.

The Times copica from the disreputable or-
gun of a still more disroputable lobbyist a
cock-and-bull story coneerning alleged eflorts
and bargaing to suppress the aflidavit of Mr,
Fdward Gracle respecting the dealings of Me.
Jumes Terwilliger with Weed, Parsons & Co,
The wvamea of the two U, 8. Renators from
this State are dragged into this mess in a
manner injurious to Lotk of them. The up-
shot of the whole is, that Terwilliger was by
contract to be screened from exposure in
order that somwe one elso might bo likewlse
favored, and tbat Tur TRIBUNE woa privy
und in fact a party to this mice arrangement.
The Times mildly sugpests that this farrugo
“ sooms 1o call for some esplavation.”

We are very happy to afford that explana-
tion,  The whole story is a lie out of whole
cloth, so far as it concerns either the Editor of
Tre Trisuxe or his licutensnt,  Neither
of them was ever n party to any barguin
which at all affectod Mr, Terwilliger; uvor to
any bargnin whatever wherehy one rogue waa

0 be sererned from caposire to shicld anothios

from a similar fate. Nor can wo suappct
either U, 8. Scnator from this Btat? of being
a parly to so disgraceful a travaaction.

THE COURT OF OYER AND TERMINER.

A curious question hna been raised in the
Court of Appeals affecting the validity of the
present organization of the Court of Oyer and
Terminer, and the legality of all sentonces
passed by it sineo April, 1870 An Act passed
in 1847 provided that it should be held by &
Justice of the Supreme Court and two asso-
who were to bo either Judges of the

cintes,
Court of Common Pleas, the Mayor, the Re-
enncted

corder, or Aldermen. In 1858 it was
that mo Alderman should thereafter sit a3
Judge of the Oyer and Terminer; and by a8
supplementary et it was provided l.hrft. the
court should be held by a single Justico of
the Supreme Court. This provision was re-
peated in the Charter Amendment of 1857,
and  tho court has Dbeen  eomstituted
in this wny ever since, The new
Charler, howevoer, of 1870 expreasly reps aled
the Acts of 1857 and 1833; and it is contended
by the appellant in the present caso (who 18
ono (ieorge 1. Smith, sentenced to three years
in tho Stale Prisen for false pretenscs) lh.:ﬂ.
the Act of 1847 was thorcby restored to its
full foree, and the court muat, consequently,
be Leld by thiee Judges. The imporlence of
the question can be seen ab a glaneo; if the
claim of the appollant be sustained, there has
been uo legally-constituted Oyer and Terminer
in this county since April, 1470, and all sen-
teneea purporting to have been imposed by
such o hibueal are void.

The issue, however, has already been decided
by the General Term of the Supremo Court
(Ingrabam and Barnand), in the case of Wil-
limm O'IKell, convicted of lareeny of hondi.
John Sedgwick appeared for the plaintifl’ in
error, apd District-Attorney Garvin for the
people, and after nrgument the judgment of
the eourt below was gnstained and the legality
of the present constitution of the Oyer anid
Perminer was afirmed. In pronouncing the
decision Judgo Ingralium held that the repoal-
ing section in the Act of 1570 was to bo con-
strued according to the evident intention of
the Legislature, to repeal not the whale of tho
proceding statutes to w hieh it referred, but so
much of them only ns was inconsistent with
or related to the government of the city as
therein provided. It was n local act, intended
merely lo reorganize the city government,
whereas the court is a State Court, organized
under the Constitution. But there is another
considerntion, Even il the Acts of 1853 and 1857
wero to ba understood as whoelly repealed, the Act
of 1847 would not be restored, It scems to
havo escaped notica thero is now mno such
statnte to be revived, for it was abolished in
1848 by the Code of Procedure, the 17th gection
of which runs na follows: **All statutes now
“in forco providing for tho designation of tho
“timea and places of holding the terms of the
“Supreme Court, Cirenit Courls, and Courts of
* Oyer and Terminer, and of the Judges who
“ghall bold the same, are repealed from aml
“after the first day of July, 18487 By the 22
gection of the Code the Governoer was author-
jzed to desigmunte the Judges by whom such
courts should be held up to the year 1550, It
seems clear therefore that if the new Charler
repealed the whole of the Acts of 1653 and 1857
it 1eft no provicion whatever for the Court of
Oyer and Terminer except See. 6 of Art. VL
of the Constitution, which declares that “any
“ono of [the Justices of the SBupremo Court]
“may preside in Courts of Oyer and Torminer
“in any counly.”

FUNNY.

The Evening Post is intensely amused that
Tue Trmse should maintnin—1, That Pro-
teetion cheapens Manufactures; 2. That Pro-
tection is needed to save certain of our Home
Manufactures from disastrons foreign com-
petition,  Yet e Post quite well under-
stands that American newspapers are cheaper
thia day-——quantity and quality of their con-
tenta considered—than they would or could be
if forevem mowspapers could replace and snp-
plant them  precisely as foreign Melals or
Fubries ean and do supplant in our murkets
the rival products of our own industry. Nor
will it deny that nearly overy manufac-
turo  which  our country has  protected
for twenty years or over is this day cheaper—
in most eases, much eheaper—than when we
began to protect it, though meantime, owing
to the vast augmentation of the volume of
Money, there has been o goneral appreciation
of eurrency valucs.

Thit the overtirow of our Protective ays-
tem would Le immediately followed by enor-
mous importations of foreign manufacturea
and their sulo at low prices; that this would
eanso a glut in onr markets and a stoppags,
through bankruptey, of many, if not most, of
our manufacturing establishments; that this
would be followed in turn by a general ad-
vance of prices on thoe part of the foreign
producers  and  exportera who had  thus
obtained control of our markets—all this would
bo a simple repetition of what we have re-
peatedly experienced, but especiully after our
last war with Grent DBritain, when it was
avowed in the Dritish Parliament (hy Henry
Brongham, if we recollect aright,) that
it had been deemed good policy thus
to sacrifico a few millions of pounds
sterling in order to strangle in the
eradle thoso yonng and rising foreign manu-
fuctures from which a formidable competition
was apprehended. All this is exceedingly
funny in the view of The Post. American
Industry, however, admonishes that organ of
the importers in the langnage of Asop's frogs

“you, but it is death to us.”

SMART.

The hockneyed proverh that nothing aue-
ceeds Jike success, either eynically or in ear-
nest, according fo its user, aflirms the moral
independence of ends, and the indifferenge of
meang, provided their fitness and adaptability
have been proved. More or less the world has
always maintained o steady reverence for the
man who does what he attempts to do, with-
out much doubt of the original propricty of
tho intention or of the methods which, how-
ever unserupulously, have been employed, This
feeling has its creditable as well as ita con-
temptilile phases; but the tendency of modern
gociety both hiere and in Europe is to confound
eapacily with virtue. The nineteenth century,
iteelf rather a feeble and addle-headed one,
bus digearded the old reverence for physical
strength which gave leadership and deifieation
to thews nod sinews, and which was a respect-
able avd sincero sort of surrender; and we now
got npon our morul marrow-bones to those who
in simpler times wonld have worn motley and
gold quack phyme at the fairs, We might as
well, with the littlo eontrition which we can
muaster, aud it will not be much, admit that
pervading all ranks of Ameciican socicly, ex-
cept a sinall and special one, is 8 huge adniira-
tion of tho wdventurer who makes his [ortune,

to the stouing boys: “ This may be sport to |

i, S

Wo admit, with the corners of our mouthd
demurely drawn down, that he has proved
himself to be  seamp, but then we plead that
he has been so uncommonly clever that his
frands have been quite out of the common
course; that his winuings have been great and
glittering; that ho has passed in the race
those who were squoamish or scrupnlous—
that he Las Dbeen, whatover may
meant by that word, smart! This con-
venient adjective has many meanings, and
with those which indicate respectable quali-
ties of eharacter wo have at present nothing
to do. Our purpose now is to point out the
reverence which the world feels for dazzling
and undeniable results—for the scepters, the
cnormons money fortunes, the popular plaudits,
the positions of power and of honor, into the
origin and the eanses of which it is cmmillurc:_ul
impertinent or idlo to inquire, It i enough if
we may write upon the tombstone of our
idol, *He was smart.,” Tobe sure, he was not
smart enongh to save himself from tho some-
what narrow receptacle to which he has been
consigned. Bat, nevertheless, ho was smart !
The reader of this artiele, if it shonld have
the good fortnne to be read by anybody, may
perhaps, by looking from his window, seo
half a dozen spires, all of greater or less
architectural ugliness, but some of them, he
may observe, surmounted by erorses, Theso
pinnacles, it is needless to explain, belong to
churches, and to Christian churches. Wilhin
them, every Sunday and oftener, are ex-
pounded end enforced the doctrines of that
religion which always beging by asking what
it will profit a man to gain the whole world
and lose bis own soul, If anybody supposes
that we are about to caunt, we lasten to as-
gure him that be is suistaken; all we mean

to do s to ask under what dread-
ful delusion it hea happened that  we
have erccted theso rcligions TDuildings

at allt There they are, and dreadful many
of them are to look upon—but there they are,
with bells, and pews, and altars, and a Sun-
day-school room for the litile encs in the
cellar, What astonishes ua, the point upon
which we bumbly ask for a ray or so of light
to bo thrown, is the existenco of these editices
at all, If we go inside at the proper honr,
somebody in the pulpit will tell us that dust
wo are and uuto dost we ghall return ; that we
ghould iy up treasures, not in railroad se-
curitics, but where there is nor corruption,
nor moth, nor thieves; and that the timo
cometh when the-cleverest man can be neither
a bull nor a bear. We join in singing o
short hymn expressive of our hurry to go
to tho eternagl placo in which there are no
time-bargains, As we come out with our
wives Lhooked to onr mms, and our yonkers
all in their best following, our talk is of the
gentleman last murdered.  “Not a (hristian,
“my dear,” says the family father to his tily,
“put he was smart.”

We aro the glaves of our eyes and of our
enrs, which are long enough. Wo are the
born victims of ostentation and gabble and
gossip, Wo feel a kind of sneaking affection
for the man who was obliging enough to be
killed in order that wo might have something
to talk about; sud we share this grateful emo-
tion with the vociferons newsboys, who are
quite sure that the victim was reconciled
to his assassination, if he but thought
in those extreme moments how his name
would be procluimed from Harlem to the But-
tery, It adds a fiesh zest to our exquisite
sensations to be told how good the murdered
man was, and how manly was his appearance
in Lis coffin, Men who just now were some-
what unpopular vegain their credit by eryiog
over the corpse. The details, little and great,
aro almoat intolerably delicious,  What bean-
tiful mistresses, what matehless horses, what
brilliant diamonds! How he went nbont like
Solomon in all bis gloy! Ioew, thongh not
old, he beat at their own game men grown
gray upon the Stock Exchange! A generous
man, Sir! why should we churlishly ask how
the money was aequired which Le gave away
g0 lavishly 1 Sir, he was smarl !

Well, if the play has been so brilliant—with
snch magie trapsformations, such wealth of
blue and erimson fires, such starry raiment
for Columbine, such neatly-devised tricks for
Harlequin—now that the lights are out and
the curtain down, why should we eomplain of
an unpleasant smell in the pit? Who are we
that should expect anything to be permanent
in this changing world? If there was just a
tonch of tragedy in the final act, at any rate
Belisaring did not linger to importnne us for
tho obole, The great pitch-link of worldly
suecess flamced and sputtered and smoked to
the last, and all our mouths opencd an inch
wider at the suddenness of the extinction.
There was a sort of Monte Cristo smartness
even in the shuflling off. Thera is no jew-
elry so Drilliant as that which you muay
seo any day displayed upon area railings—
the brooches only two shillings apicce, and
the eac-rings only three shillings a pair
French  paste  outglitters Goleonda  itself,
When society bas resolutely determined that
sham is not merely as good as reality, but
better, or at least the same, the old-fashioned
skepties must be quiet, if they would not be
Iynched, The nisi in the proverb is imperti-
nent—it should be de mortuis bonum, at all
hazards, if the departed have been smart
enough to merit a total abdieation of our
moral machood. So let ns fall into military
procession ; “The Dead March in Saul,” Mr,
Band Muster, if you please: and up to
heaven, as a sweet offering, shall go our
chorus ery of “Smart!”

The Legislaturo of Kentucky was recently
tempted to do wrong for party’s sake, and re-
fused. The County of Fayette—Henry Clay’s
liome—saw fit to elect a Republican to the
present Hounse, His majority was small ; there
was some rioting about the polls; the Demoe-
ey of Fayette bad not been aceustomed to
getting whipped, mainly by “niggers” who
were their slaves till 1865 : so they tried to have
Col. Goodloe -ejected from his seat and their
eandidate, Dr. Price, instulled in his stead,
The House heard them patiently, and decided
not to elect n representative for the County
of Fayette, That ought not to earn the over-
whelming Demoeratic majority any praise ;
but then we must consider the times we live
in. We respectfully urge another Houso of
Representatives to profit by the examplo in
acting on the contest from Texas,

The comments of the English press dariog the il
ness of the Princo of Wales give us curions hints of
somo dark corners of superstition and bigotry which
were hardly to be looked for behind the downright
foreground of Jobn Bull's character. One of the
first London journals reminds its readers that the
Hindoos prophesied that the Queen, by zeoepting
the Koli-i-noor, aceepted the curse that has always
wccompanied i, and will ba left without direot suo-
evsoor to her throne.  Olhers romark with surprise
that the Avehlishop of Canterbary, in bis prayer for
the i s sooovery, “recognized Lia noed of God's
pardon na plaiedy g3 words conld put 6" It waa

pcfetly ourvgls, 18 appoars, for every moarniug paper

to comment on the dissipatad habits anq
of virtue of the man who Iny a-dying, but
aficial recoguition between the Archbishep
Gon that Kiogs wers  sinucrs, outraged
national loyalty. We learn, too, from 7hs .::
fator, that the operation of transfusion
serionsly conteniplated during the period of
Princo’'s wenkneas, and cannot but wonder
putriotie superatition okl not seize on the idea ty
opposa it. I a Prinee’s right to the throns liow iy
Lia blood, what is to be dons shien ho bas to
the blood of another man? Ialf » doen blaek
drops in the veine of an American citizen a fow yogpy
ngo made bim no longer 8 man, bhut o chattel ; w
i the veing of this heir to the Crown had besn
with o plebefan flood T or was the idea n sulitly
schemo of the doctors to appense Odgor and Krag,
laugh by mixing enbiject and monarch in this noyg
and most bangible method I The experiment wonlg
hayo offored such new fields for nico disenssion, they
it Is alwose o pity it wans nob tried.
———————
A all thendieations to the conkrarvy, oo siong
phenowena might lead us to suppose that the worlg
after ell, is growing gentle and tender-henvted, g
nothing is this more marked then in the usual relng
tance to speak evil of the dead.  Under 50mo sapeety
this is nutural and salutary,  Wo have by war, ang
strugele, and heart-hurning evongh in this woid,
one might think, without prolonging thom leyond
the grave, and making each finite life to drag afteriy
a lengihening chain of dissension or reprosch whe
the individual has passed futo the infinite, Wiy
wich a life Los been limited in its sphers, its infe
ence and its oxample to the narrow cireit of averagy
relation, it is the part of good sense as of good feel
ing to close all private aceounts, and heal all pap
sonal feuds at the cometery gute; and in our com
ment on the dewd, if comineut wo must, to temper the
trankness of sincerity, not enly with the liberality
of the pliilosopher, but the ample charity of the
Cliristinn, With wen in publio slation the case iy
otherwise, Ifit be troe that noone, however obscure,
lives or dies for Limself alone, it I8 ecwinently
g0 of those who in their livea havo boes
prominent in the eye of the world—whose charncte
anil actions will not die with them, and whose infis.
ence ns warning or exampls reaches far boyond thy
comparatively petty result of their individual effort
or personality, In such instances adue regard te
public well-being, to the purity and equilibrium e
the general moral atwospliere, culls for strictness of
judgment and frankness of expression. The lah
Vice-FPresident of Erie waa in his life a8 a city s
on a hill. Ilis namea was in every mau's mouth
Millions of men on both sides of the Atlantie, whe
never saw his face, and whose lives and fortuns
could not, by the broadest interpretation, be consid
ered na directly affected by his own, were yol
familiar with the main ontlines of that life, and
moved, for good or ill, by the asteunding echoes ol
that fortune. Asto the pernicious influence of
man gnd his carecr, our opinion has been freely and
frequently expressed in these columns; we could
Lardly give it more emphatic expression now. But i
may not be out of place to put on record, in the
name of sense and congistency, our protest agninsl
the mawkish sentimentality or culpable insincerity
of seekiue to gild the fame of the departed Ad
miral with the halo of virtnes at which he himesls

woitlid have been the first to he snrprised.
_*——-—-—-—t—"'

When a workingman tises in a Labtor Reform
Convention (as suel o man did in Connectieut) and
hints that, if the wrongs of the American labore
arenot righted, lio will resort to the revolutionan
violence of the Paris Commune, it is the duty of the
Convention thus insulted to put that offending and
offensive laborer out at once, Such threats, wm
thiuk, are eimply foolisl, both because we do nof
believe that there is any disposition on the partol
(apital knowingly to oppress Labor, but prineipally
becauss for every wrong aguinst either individoal
or classes our laws aftord a remedy. As o whola
considering tho resnlt of the long misanderstanding
between moneyed men and producers, we incline 4
the idea that the Latter havo had the best of it Tok
true that there has been s miserable muddle snd
sorions loss upon both sides; but the steady b
deney has been toward an appreciction and pot te
ward @ dimination of the wages of flabor. Capital
can afford to wmt longer, but there is o point beyond
which it cannob afford to wat.

e —

1t is worth whils to notica this instance of alov
enly legislation. It hna just been discovered in
Maine that fora year past the Superior Courtol
Cumberland County has been without criminal
jutisdiction, becanse, at the last revision of the
statutes, the provisions conferring such jurisdiction
were omitted, Meanwhile, the Court went on ar
roigning, trying, eonvicting, and senteucing eorime
inal offenders, just as if it had a legal right to do s
Whnt was to be done now T Thera the rascals wan
in jail, and it was equally clear that by every peine
ciple of law they should be liberated. This would
not do, however; and so the Legislaturs, after talls
ing the matter over, voted to legalize the doings ol
the Court. This isn queer way of getling overa
difficulty, and ono which the Supreme Court of

Muine will hardly sanetion, if, by aecciden
Eu;m:m;; of the valulity of tho attycnuldbelm
wlore Iit.

e

We have n queer account of a debate in the Beston
Board of Aldermen, which throws a flood of light ow
the great question of eating and drinking at tho puls
lic expense, All the money for “eontingent expen-
ses” having heen expended in dinners and suppers, 8
proposition was made to transfer one thousand dobk
s to this alimentary and bibitory fund. Then the
Aldermen aired their virtue. Omno said the practios
of esting suppera demoralized and injured commb
teos. Another told of committeo-sappers which cosl
£13 per head. Another thought that the commitiees
drank too much., Another asserted that hungry and
thirsty men tried to get into the Board expressly that
they might eat, drink, and ride gratuitously:
This was exeeedingly promising ; only unfortunate-
Iy, after all this display of official intexrity, the orde
approprialing the money was passed without a dis

u.niinﬁ vote, Wa supposs thut the debate must ha
uﬁ:i;l;.-t. wse who participated in it both bungry
t ty.

Thers ia nothing like mild and milky lnnguags,
especially when you have to do with public charaer
ters, A nowspaper in Maine does not venture to say
to palu-itching members of the Legislature “ Don
steal !” or * Don't scll yourself!” or “ Don't perjure
yoursolf!” But the journalist thus sweetly insing
atea bis advice s *“ Members must resist tho insidions
approaches and golden arguments of the disciples of
frand!” We are really hiving in very delicato timos
Though a man may have uttered falsohood until bis
fuce in color rivals the acoof spades, it is a groe
violation of the proprietics of life to tell him thal
he is“aliar.” The word is handy, short, and defe
nite, but our lips are forbidden tospeak it, aud out
pens to write it. To be sure il's in the Biblo, and
there is rather o distinet statement thore of the fur
turo residence of those who are economical of the
truth; hut oven the name of that place must n't b
mentioned to cars polite.

Goad gracions! What is civilization, ns woe eall it
doing for Japan? Among other frosh items of intels
ligence from that favored land, is the information
that o great many fires have occurrod at Yedo, “all
cansed by tlio careloss usa of kerosene,” Not contoad
with blowing ourselves np, and ronsting our childrea
and destroying our houses, wo must send this dis
bolieal flnid to herotofore happy Japan, there (0
work the same hot misolief and misery. We should
not bo at all surprised, and nobody would bave ®
right to complain, if the Mikado should totally pro-
hibit the importation of these mean mixturcs nto
Japan. 1t will be observed that wo taket fof
grantod that the keroseno in question is Awericans
anch is the reasonabla presumption until the cos

trary is proved; thon y there muy be ®
Yankoe lankl ing it in \'ulu.m

It appears that the doemment giving » list of
articles ou which the import duties yicld but littla
yoveuus, reforred to in Trk TRIBUNE lately, wusnod
the work of the Bureau of Statistics, ‘Tho stato-
ment of dutios derived from these articles, durind

the year 1871, was taken from the tables of
Bun-ill. but the conclusions thoreon wero uw-'a
the Segrotury of the Tieasury.



