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The sbipd) ¥orthfleet was run down by the Murille,
which has arrived st Cadls. === It 1a reported that
Beorstary Flali's note on Cubsa slavery hes been com-
munieated W the Spanish Government, s=== The
Ecoloslastionl bill was disoussed m the Prussian Cham-
ber of Deputies

The Sennto, vesterday, had the Australian Stesmship
Babatdy bill under consideration. === The House spont
the seaston (n pasaing private billa

Teatimony implicating Gov, Inx was given before the
Wilson Criéait Moblller Committes, === The war on
the Swaten Islaud Quarantine has been renewed in the
Blate Loglalsture, === The business portion of Jack-
sqp, Tenn., was burped, === Modoc Posce Cominls-
aloners hiave been appolnted. >

The jury disagreed in the Tweed trial and were dis-
oharged, === A defaleation is reported in the Post-
Office. ——— A womnn was murdered by her husband
in » tonemoent, === Gold, 112}, 113§, 113},

Some information, or something of sugges-
tion for legislators, may be found in the opin-
jons of prominent persons on the Charter
which we publish on the fifth page. The
opinions are various in import, but they may
help wavering legislators to a decision.

R

The Senate Committee in charge of the
Harlem Court-house investigation use stroug
language in their report. It is briefly said
that the whole business was * conceived in
“ fraud and carried out in iniquity,” which is
glightly seriptural as well as strictly true,
T'he whole fraud is probably one of the boldest
of those committed by the Ring., It was
stealing a great public building.

s

Connecticut politics are growing in interest
as the time for the aunual election in that
State draws near. Our Hartford correspond-
ent, whose letter is printed on the third page
of to-day's TRIBUNE, gives us some informa-
tion respecting the proposed constitutional
changes now under disoussion. It will be
seen that the claims of locality, which bave
so much to do with the present political com-
plications, are to be settled, if possible, by the
new smendments to the State Constitution.

— -

SBomething of the style with which the affuirs

of the Union Pacific Railroad Company have

y managed was shown in the testimony given
yosterday as to the fee paid Gen. Dix. When
that gentleman was Mivister to France the
Union Pacific managers gave him $50,000 for
his desired influence in the sale of their bonds,
The exact amount of this piece of extrava-
ganoo has been covered up heretofore, although
the fact that Gen. Dix was so retained by the
Company was long ago stated in Tae TRIBUNE.
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Jonuary 1, 1874, it sppears, is to be fixed
upon as the day on which specie payments
are to be resumed. At least, the House Com-
mittee on Banks and Banking have decided
to name that date in their forthcoming bill to
provide for resumption. After all the talk
about devices and expedients for resumption,
the action of Congress to this date shows
little else than an intention to hang out on
the Treasury doors, next New Year's Day, a
sign of “ Specie Payments Resumed.”
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How Tue Trisuxe is losing subscribers and
regard is the theme of a great many letiers
casually taken from our files of the last woek
or ten days (not one for hundreds received,) and
printed on the second and fifth pages of this
sheet. The malevolent assaults upon Thxz
Trisose have only aroused our friends
throughout the country, and in the chorus of
approval that comes up with the subscriptions
from Maine to Oregon we find the highest en-

eouragement aud inspiration.

On receiving the announcement by cable of
lhe_!decﬁun of Count von Roon as Minister-
President of Prussia, we expressed our belief
that this appointment indieated & reactionary
policy on the part of the Government of that
country. The letter from our Berlin corre-
spondent, published on the third page, tends
to confirm this impression. The utmost, how-
ever, that a reactionnry Government can do
Js W rotard progress for & time; the advan-

tage already seoured by the people will bo too
firmly held by them to pormit of retrogression.

The Scventh Regiment, New-York BState
Militia, in their memorial to the Legislature,
applying for an armory site in this oity, make
up & brilliant and nsefal record of their aer-
vices, The famous regiment has done duty on
special and pressing occasions from 1825 to
1878 ; men, officers, and citizens may well bo
proud of such a roll. But, for all that, we
have too few breathing-places in the city to
feel able to give the gallant Seventh a slice of
the Reservoir Park on which to put their ar-
mory. Our people would like to oblige the
regiment ; but, really, this is nsking too much,

e ot S
There is a gleam of light in the Louisiana
political chaos. It is thought that enough
candidates for the Legislaturo to form a con-
stitutional quorum have received the indorse-
ment of both Heturning Boards. If thisis the
fact, n just solution of the difienlty is possi-
ble, The organization of such a quorum of
the State Legslature would give a certain
legal nucleus around which a State Govern-
ment worthy the name might form. We can-
not guess where acting Gov. Kellogg and so-
called Senator Pinehback would fall in case
such a nmew beginning were made; but the
country would generally accept any result
from the Legislature.

The Union Pacific doctors disagroe. Mr.
John B. Alley, speaking in glowing terms of
the patriotic services of Mr. Oakes Amea in
the construction of the Pacific Railroad, said
he deserved a monument. Dr. Durant,’ who
was one of the original participants in the
great work, and ought to know something
about it, told the Poland Committee, yester-
day, that ‘Mr. Ames was A mere man of straw
in the business—a sort of John Doe or Richard
Roe. He treated with contumely the clmm
et up for Mr, Ames’s exalted patriotism, and
left the impression that the great Crédit Mo-
bilier financier wns only a smart operator who
was also lucky and rich, Dr. Durant may be
prejudiced ; but it is not likely that this gen-
eration will give Mr. Ames a monument,

b —

Our letters from Paris and Berlin to-day
give details of the recent statements of the
Duke de Gramont respecting the attitude of
Austria during the late war. They also con-
tain some conjectures on the probability of
Austria’s binding herself to such a polic
a8 the Dunke de Gramont indicates. Tyt
is a fact, however, whioch has hitherto
never been published, that, until the defeat of
the French army at Woerth, the Germans
were in constant expectation of a declaration
of hostility on the part of Austrin. This was
well-known at the Headguarters of the King,
and statements were made by persons high in
authority there that, if the French had been
anceessful in invading &ormany, the Austrian
Government would have declared against
Prussia.
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If the conduct of the officers of the vessel
which cut down the emigrant ship Northfleet,
in the English Channel, was heartless and bru-
tal, their running away from a FPortuguese
port to escape arrest was most cowardly. It
turns ont that the steamer that ran into the
Northfleet was the Murillo, bouud to Lisbon,
The officers must have known what a fearful
loss of life they had caused, but they kept on
their course without offering any assistance,
The news of their crime anticipated their ar-
rival at Lisbon, and, warned from shore, they
put to sea again, and made for a Bpanish port,
since they cannot be reached there by any
requisition under a British extradition treaty.
Under these circumstances it 18 not satisfac-
tory to learn that the officers of the Murillo
will be examined at Cadiz. There onght to be
a law of civilized nations covering all the bigh-
ways of the sea, providing for the punishment
of such a crime as that alleged against these

men.
D
.

One of the causes of the Alabama quarrel iy
s contested seat in the State Senate. Mr.
Martin is the Democratic claimant, and Mr.
Miller the Republican, The committeo on the
case brought in two reports, the majority be-
ing in favor of Martin, and the minority of
Miller. Both admit that Martin had a ma-
jority of all the votes cast; but the Re-
publican majority insist that ome precinet
should be thrown out on account of infor-
mality. It so happens that the President
of the Senate is a Republican, and when,
for the purpose of moving a reconsiderition,
the minority report was substituted for that of
the majority, he declared that that action gave
Miller, the Republican, his seat though w.either
report contuined anything to that effect. A
motion to reconsider was denied; sn appeal
from the decision of the Chair was treated in
the same way, and so Miller was sworn in on
the mere ruling of the Lieutenant-Governor.
It is hardly necessary to add that all these
violent proceedings, which mearly precipitated
a figlit, are designed to send another hopeful
candidate to the United States Senate.

s < v e o ——

INVESTIGATING T0O FIND OUT.

When Mr. Colfax got into his worst diffi-
culty before the Poland Committee, some of
the members kindly advised him to hire a good
laygyer, who might do more to protect his rep-
utation than be seemed capable of doing him-
gelf, Perbaps it will not be impertinent if we
do a similar good turn for the Committee and
advise them, if they want to finish this in-
vestigation Dbefore the 4th of March, and
present & report which will have some chance
of intelligent consideration, to invite shrewd
counsel, skilled in the preparation of evidence
and the crogs-exawination of witnesses, to
comé to their relief and help them oyt of
their dificulties, They are dependent now
almost entirely upon the intermittent memory
of Mr. Oakes Ames. What they have dis-
covered 1is chiefly the occasional facts which
it has suited that gentleman to remember at
odd moments, the confirmation of them drawn
from his mytbical memorandum book, and the
accounts of the Sergeant-at-Arms, and the

documents in the handwriting of Mr.
Patterson which have dribbled ont of
es's pocket now and theh. It is

evident that Mr. Ames Las not told all he
knows; it is highly probable that Col. Mc-

Comb has not told ull he knows; “MR:
mittes, far from pressing , afe apparently

afraid that they will tell to6 mmuch. If the
examination had been conducted with skill
r;:li m‘;lu:nol:a, the p:]:nrs of Mr.

e8 Wo nggnaeo have been produéed
and that slippery gentleman would hl:va ﬁ:‘;
induced to make n ¢lean breast of his traps-
sctions. Just think how much lying would
then have been spared us! It is not for us,
of course, to suggest the methods which might
huve been pursued ; but it would be ecasy to
suggost points which have not received proper 4
attention. For instance, it is known on what
dates dividonds were declared in Crédit Mo-

gontlomen who are suspected of having re-
coivod those dividends on the sly. Nobody
has thought of examining their bank accounts,
except in the case of Mr, Colfax, and in this
instanco the inquiry was limited to an item
corresponding with the cash dividend. Now
supposo Mr. Colfax and others have also re-
ceived stock and bond dividends and sold
them. It is easy to find out the market price
of those sccurities, and to estimate within o
fow dollars what they must have yielded if
they were sold as soon ns they wern received.
Bank books may throw light upen this
subjeot.

The corruption fund of the Company—we
do not mean the $10,000 which Mr. Onkes
Amea deposited with the Sergeant-at-Arms,
but the much larger sums disbursed throngh
Stewart, Dodge, Oliver Ames, and other per-
sons—is atill a mystery, and unless Gen.
Dodge, when he arrives from Texas, is pleased
to tell something, 1t is likely to remain so.
The House will get nothing from Stewart,
who has everything to gain by an eusy mar-
tyrdom of tive weeks in one of the Commit-
tee-rooms, and everything to lose by answer-
ing the questions of the Committee. We only
know, about Dr. Durant's “Suspense Ac-
“ count” of $435,000, that it was andited in a
loose sort of way, and the ilems were
never reported. Probably Durant himself
does mot know how it was all expended,
though of course he has his private sus-
picions ; there are transactions in which the
principals prefer not to serutinize too closcly
the accounts of their agents, and it is not
unlikely that if this money was distributed to
Members of Congress it passed through sev-
eral intermediate hands, A good politician is
wary in such matters, The note for 2,000,000,
charged by some oxtraordinary process of
bookkeeping to the Hoxie contract, which
had already been closed, is another mystery,
and the Committee seems to have abandoned
it in despair. But the charge on the books of
the Union Pacific Railway Company, in May,
1871, of 126,000 for *“ special legal expenses,”
it seems to us, ought to be capable of expla-
nation. The Auditing Committee, cousisting
of Thomas A. Scott, Gen. G. M. Dodge, and
Government Director James F, Wilson of
lown, considered the items secretly, and or-
dered Treasurer Rollins to pay the bill.  Mr
Wilson deeclared that he refused to serve
on this Committee, because he had an
idea the money was to be used as
a sort of corruption fund; but Mr
Spence, who was cashier of the company at the
time this payment was made, and who dretw
the checks and draft for it, made some very
curions statements. The money was disbursed
in three amounts: a check for $10,000 was
handed to Mr. Wilson; & check for $24,500
went to Gen. Dodge; and a draft for $582,500
was given to Mr. DBushuoell. Mr. Spence did
not know what these gentlemen did with the
money ; but be nnderstood it was “for lobby-
“ing purposes,” and he heard some conversa-
tion at the time about securing a reversal of
the order of the Secretary of the Treasury,
retaining the transportation money due the Com-
pany to meet the interest on the bonds. This
waa in March, 1871; and it was in March, 1871,
that the Oth seetion of the Army bill reversed
the Seerctary’s order. Mr. Oliver Ames ac-
knowledged to the Committes that though he
“ had not the least idea' how the money went,
he “supposed it was furnished for the purpose
“of obtaining favorable legislation.” Mr. Ames
was undoubtedly right.

Now these chiecks and the draft can perhaps
be truced. A good lawyer, with sueh clues
as are here given, could undoubiedly make a
strong case for a jury. If neither the Poland
nor the Wilson Committee embrace such a
man, it seems a pity that the services of outside

counsel could not be secured for the prose-
cution, &8 well aa for the defense.

MISCARRIED,

The inconsequential result of the Tweed
trial, however disappointing, was not unex-
pected. Certainly it was very clearly fore-
shadowed by Tng Tripuxe. We bave not
insanely clamored for a convietion which we
have always felt the facts fully warranted,
and thus deluded the public with vain hopes.
We have not, on the other hand, failed to
warn the people so greatly concorned in this
isane that thers was danger of losing it. And
while we have not concealed our suspicions of
the jurors, we liave not failed impartially to
point out the defects of the prosecution, Had
our suspicions of the jurors been more than
doubts of their intelligence and honesty,
they would have found equal emphasis
with our criticism of the blunders of
the prosecution which were patent to
everybody.

Later information regarding the jury uot
only strengtheus our suspiciona of their intel-
ligence but makes us wonder how it was pos-
gibleto gather such a erew, from all parts ofjthe
city, into a single jury-box. It may be un-
pleasant to them for us to say it, and possibly
policy and politencss alike forbid that weshould
say it, but it is nevertheless true that, with
fow exceptions, they seem to have been
seraped from tho slums. It appears that three
of them are liguor-dealers, a class not usually
credited with (oo great intelligence or too
mueh Lonesty. One was a claim agent. On
bis mentioning that he was alsp a Custom-
house employé, he was greedily canght
at by the prosecution, who, probably, &id
not know that he had made him-
solf busy and obnoxious at Saratoga last
Summer in efforts to save the impeached Bar-
nard. One was a denizen of the fifth floor of
& tenement house, who regretted that the con-
clusion of the case robbed him of his tw
dollars o day. Aund one certainly had

in States Prison, and possibly two
m conviets! The rétords of the United
States Courts show the iucarceration of
one in SYing Sing prison; and the accu-
gation against another for cleansing de-
faced stamps is on file. Aud of the records
of these men we are assured the prosecution
was well aware before the comclusion of the
trial. Isthe result any longer to be wondered
at? Is it not amazing that in the face of this
knowledge the trial was not interrupted 1 Is
it any longer singular that under sueh cir-
cumstancea of selection of juries the jury
sys'lam becoraes o farce, and justice is laughed
atb

We have neither time nor patience to waste
further words on these people. We lhave had
oceasion to comment on the bungling manner
of the ineflicient proscoution, and we have
now nothing more to add on this point

bilier stook. Thero w.o soveral hongrable

{.han that we retract nothing of what
has @one before, The moral of this failure
of tite prosecution will probably foree itself on
the resporim e authorities without suggestion
from us. Nove theless, let them learn this
simplo lesson, thay B0 Attempt to conduot
great trials in court wit, Hitle Rings of un-
fledged lawyers (we do nol 1. f0F to Mr. Tre-
main, who was oo ill to do jus. 00 bo him-
self or tho case) will ms surely brow & down

a3 the management of a great govornment
by greater Rings, or the ocolossal gambling of
swindling corporations. This trial has been
conducted by what is already known in
legal circles as the “Attorney-Gieneral’s Ring”
—a Ring which ia supported by tbe public
money too liberally for what of success it
givea.

Already this miscarriage is talked of as
“Tweed's cacape.” We do not consider it so.
Tweed himself is too sagacious to lock upon
this result too sangninely; indeed he is sad
to express disappointment at a disagreement
of the jury where he had confidently looked
for an acquittal. His distress is justifiable in
view of the probable recommencement of the
proscention, Judge Davis is to decide the
question  to-day, and we have no fear,
judging from his previous admirable ruling,
that he will not decide it against Tweed. Itis
understood also that the new Grand Jury,
to be impaneled this month, wiil be
asked to look into the same offenses to see if
they cannot find a substitute or fifty substi-
tutes for the one omnibus indictment which
has weighted down the prosecation. But
whatover else is done, one thing is indis-
pensable. The greater portion of the virtue
and the ability of the legal pmi‘e&aion is en-
listed on the side of the peoplo I this mat-
ter. When the case comes up aguin some-
thing of this must appear in court.

A CASTILIAN ABOLITIONIST.

We print in another place the speech with
which Don Emilio Castelar closed the debate
in the Spanish Cortes on the resolution favor-
ing Emancipation in Porto Rive. The excep-
tiopal importance and interest which this sub-
jeet possesses for Americans, justifies the space
we have given to the careful translation of
this remarkable address, which has been pre-
pared exclusively for this paper. Castelar
is the one privileged orator of Spain
who has the right to resume and em-
brace in one utterance the thought and
the aspiration of the most cultivated and
liberal classes of the Peninsula. Others have
diseussed this question from the point of view
of expediency and practicability, Ita legal
and economic bearings have been considered
by jurists and statisticians, But by common
conseut it was left to the young tribune to
sum up the duty and responsibility of the
Spanish democracy in relation to this question
from the point of view of honor, morality,
and patriotism. ‘

He probably never made a spbech more
liable to the reproach, which is fatal in every
Saxhi Gommiinity, of pure rbetoric and senti-
ment. He does not for an instant touch upon
those considerations of expediency which
form the basis of all modern legislative dis-
cussion. He does not once ask, “What is the
“law 1" nor * Will this pay?” From begin-
ning to end he does mnot descend for
4 moment from the lofty eminence
of passionate conviction from which he
Jjudges this question, where nothing is con-
sidered but honor and conscience. 1t is
not a speech which would impress a Legis-
lature intent upon the peaceful pursuit of
dividends, The ideas it containg are by no
means practical. The whole matter is
weighed in the balance of morals, He tells
his colleagues that they are called upon to
froe the slaves of the Antilles, because it is
commanded by religion, by democracy, and
by the inevitable progress of the age. He
discards at once the feverish dream which
haunts so many Spaniards, of one day recov-
ering their posscssions on the continent. e
indulges, it is trme, in a fancy far more
poetical than feasible of making the islands
of the Caribbean the mediators between
Furope and Americs, the neutral ground
of the pgeniuses of the two hemi-
sphieres. He protests against the decline
of Spanish influence, but insists that it shall
be no longer stained and poisoned with the
traditions of darker ages, From the inex-
haustible storehouse of his historieal reading
he makes a gallant argument to show that
the policy of the old monarchy was progres-
sive and liberal, and almost makes you believe
it. He repudiates the idea of foreign dicta-
tion, but cheerfully admits that the liberal
thought of all nations works in harmony with
the universal movement of progress, He rises
with his swelling theme into s passionate
appeal for emancipation in the name of
liberty and democracy, which is one
of the most singular passages to be
found in [recent literature. It could not be
uttered in any but a Latin conntry where
democratic institutions are fresh and new.
No living orator of the North would dare, if
he could, speak with such unreserved and
youthful abandonment. The very wealth and
beauty of diction, the glow of faney and
fervor of feeling which characterize this sin-
gular discourse, would, condemn it before
one of our shy and cantious aundiences.
Eloqueneé gaing nothing before a Yan-
kee Arcopagus by tearing away all her
drapery.  But in reading this speech we
must remember it was not delivered in Wash-
ington or London. The orator loves demoe-
racy with a personal passion, and is not afraid
or ashamed to let it be known. His audi-
ence know he is in earnest, and are not
afraid of compromising themselves by yield-
ing to the spell of his oratory. If you look
at it Empﬁ.j' moral point of view this speech
{3 not without sublimity. Considering it as a
mere intellectual exercise, we may well envy
the peoplea who still retain the good fortune
to hear and the taste to enjoy such efforts.

PATENT PLASTER PAVEMENTS,
LAWe cannot credit the rumor that thus early
the Stmgt-?qw t Rings are again at work
at Albany. e have enough of their
worthless work in this city, and wg hope if
legislators have any intention of inﬂlctﬁ?ﬁi}
more worthless patent pavements on any com-
munity of the State, that they will favor such
conntry towns as clamor for them, The
Metropolis has already wasted too many mil-
lions in rotting timbers and sticking plasters
to desire any further legislation of that sort.

For the information of the Legislature and
the warning of property holders, we publish
elsewhere a clear statement of the cost and
condition of the patent pavements laid in this
city, Brietly stated, the cost was enormous, as
compared with that of other pavements, and
their present condition is one of utter worth-
lessness, It will not only be actually cheaper
to relay entirely with stone the streets where
these patent pavements exist than to repair
the rotting places, but the relaid pavement
will lnst three or four times as long as the re-
paired pavement, This calenlation, which
seems correct, ought to be enough to condemn
the patents perpetually.

There are some streets where, it is urged by
residents, the wooden, concrete, and asphalt
pavements are desirable. Possibly, if thero is
little or no traflic there. In that case let them
be laid and repaired at the expenso of phe

residonts desiring them. But on the main pub-

—
lie thoroughfares, in which the whole city is
intorested, plastering and weathor-boarding
will not answer. Tho paving of these streets
is a matter which directly concerns all prop-
erty holders, residents, and visitors, and the
whole Metropolis protests against any substi-
tute for stone yet discovered. A few of the
sile streets may be devoted to pleasure at the
expense of the residents who enjoy the noise-
leas wooden and the smooth conerete surfaces ;
the: main thoroughfares are for business, and
it is neither business mor economy to be ex-
perimenting with untried patents at immenso
public cost.

A PESTILENCE AND ITS MORAI.

Boston has narrowly escaped a calamity only
comparable with her fire. Until within a fow
wocks there has been ever since the Summer
a steady increase in the gpreadd and fatality of
small-pox in that city. The facts were bad
and rumor magnified them. Had the con-
tagion spread with still greater virnlence,
as scemed likely, the ultimate injury
to Boston's commercial interests might
have been reckoned by millions of dollars,
Property may be swept away by fire, while
trade remains. But a contagious disease nof
only frightens away customers, it sends them
to other cities. If they have bought goods of
certain houses in a city during a long series
of years, they may almost always be muntgd
on. The force of habit and ecustom is in
nothing stronger than in trade. But the
customer once driven to another city for his
purchases, is more than half lost. He can
only be reclaimed to the ancient ways, if at
all, by extending to him unusnal credit or
aales at diminished profit. And from this mis-
fortune Boston is barely delivered. The story
of her peril, its slow growth for a while, its
suddenly rapid inerease, and its recent sup-
pression, is told by a eorrespondent in other
columna, It is an interesting and instructive
narrative.

One year ago the disease first broke ont in
a filthy tenement-house guarter, Patients and
physicians conspired to conceal cases, and the
infoction gradually spread, As is usual with
it, the disease was partially arrested  with
warmer weather, There had been some alarm
felt, and some pottering action on the part of
various bodies in authority, It was somebody's
business, but nobody found it his. For pruden-
tinl reasons nothing was said about it during the
Jubilee. That occasion also absorbed official

attention,. The disgase was in what might be
called a latent condision, ﬂim,_g@{si re
making to check it, and it was {quictly taking
a deoper hold. With the cooler weather o
Autumn, there was a sudden outbreak of the
contagion, Officials found their doors besieged
by anxious citizens. Bourds were compelled to
consider the facts. But nobody seemed to have
quite enough anthority to do anything. The
great fire came and utterly diverted public at-
tention. People forgot to urge officials to their
duty. A small-pox hospital, jnst built, was
fired by an incendiary and burned to the
ground. Meanwhile patients were refusing to
be sent to an island somewhere down the Bay.
Dishonest attendants were selling infeeted
elothing. Aud small-pox in its more malig-
nant form was spreading, sccording to rumor,
through every street.

There came a change of government, and
the new officials, fresh from the people, ap-
preciated the danger. The delays and obstruc-
tion of red tape gave way before en-
ergy. Prompt and stringent measures were
taken. Private rights were disregarded. There
will be lawsuits about these acts, but the
great publie danger is averted. We find that
the record for the year was 1,852 reported cases
of small-pox. As the disease showed no great
yiolence till Fall, the numbers in its latter
weeks must have been very large. Our corre-
spondent is fully within the fact in stating
them at sixty per week, The measures taken
to extinguish the pest had no movelty. They
were the “stamping-out” process—ecompulsory
vaceination, disinfection, and 1solation. Again
the lesson is plainly set forth that no
dalliance with pestilence is safe; that
pothing but “stamping out” will quench
it; that a few officials must have anthority
for stringent measuves. From time to time
our city and Brooklyn have been similarly
endangered. Always we have experienced this
same difficulty from want of coirdinstion of
anthority. All the causes of contagious diseascs
are not known, but abundant means of prevent-
ing them are known. It is as absurd to stop
to bandy the question as to whose busi-
ness it i8 to take action, when pesti-
lence is present, as it would be when a
building is on fire. These ase things
that must Dbe provided for in advance.
While our legislators at Albany are regu-
lating our civie system, let them see to it
that the responsibility for the health of the
vity rests on somebody’s shoulders. Then
we may hope that the filth and disease of the
overcrowded “back slums” will be cleaned
out as in cholera times, by power of law ;
and, what is yet more important, kept so.

ENGLISH AND AMERICAN MODESTY.

There is a clever article in The Cornhill Mag-
azine for this month, which has had the effect
of making our women and their modesty, or
rather their lack of it, the subject for sharp
remark just new by the London press, The
article was evidently by a magazine writer who
has made a long enongh stay in this country
to observe the surface peculiarities of our so-
cial life, and to serve them up in dishes of
gossip more or less savory for English readers.
The deseriptions are meant to be fair, The
stock part of the Sam Slick Yankee, never
seen in America except in an English play, is
thereforé not reproduced, the writer not having
apparently such relish for the worn-out bur-
lesque as Mr. Forster and his friend Dickens,
who found five of these mythical creaturcs
loose on the high seas with their “ Ef I aint
“plarmed,” and I do expectuate,” &e. This wri-
ter, however, reminds us of that countryman
of his who, note-book in land, landed at the
sCove of Cork in May to be met by a snow
storm and a quarrel with a drunken restaurant-
keeper. He left the country in balf an hour
to write a book on it, which statedgthat ‘it
dgnows all Summer in Ireland, and l the
“Irish women woar yellow gownd dnd have
“ groggy noses.”

The Cornhill writer has apparently stopped
at the Fifth Avenue or Continental Hotel and
surveyed the rest of the country sn tip-toe
from that coign of vantage, taking the man-
ners and customs of their parlors as the
“goeial life of the United States.” The free-
dom of intercourse allowed between our young
men and women i8 for the hundredth time
contrasted with the system of chaperonage in
France and England ; this is the point, in fact,
which bas ealled out so many eriticisms from
the English papers. We have a word or two
to say in answer. It is quite true that in all
parts of the country unmarriod men and young
girls in respectable society walk, talk, and
oven go to balls and the opora together un-

end in a betrothal, or may mean, and be, ouly
a ploasant acquaintance. The evil of it is thab
young people rule in gay society,and with
them rule ecrude, raw, barsh manness sad
ideas. Buf, in defenss of the custom, we may
add that there the evil ends. There is
no people, we honestly believe, among whont,
outside of the fast circles of the cities, domes-
tic honor and woman's virtue are held as
intaet and sacred as by the native Americans.

Her chastity or reputation to the young girl

rearcd in o decent home life here is not a

matter to bo talked of, or guarded or hedged

about from day to day by watchful spinsters

or mothers, She has very likely never heard

of Una, nor given a thought to her own inno-

conce, but she takes Bob's or Jack's arm for a

stroll in the moonlight, or a dance in a bali or

barn, and is protected by that innocence abso-

lutely as by any lion. The suggestion in The
Spectator, that it might after all be safe to

trust more to the natural sense of honor im

yonng girls, strikes an American oddly. The

virtue which needs this constant protection,

and when left momentarily withont it is sus-

pected of having been  impaired, would

pot, with us, be counted worth defense.

Nothing is more incomprehensible in English

character to Americans than the trait sug-

gested by the plota of several reeent novels,

where a young girl's whole life was wrecked

by unjust suspicions in consequence of her

having traveled or sailed for a few hours,

unchaperoned, with a lover.

The Cornhill writer provokes further un-
kind eriticism by declaring that it is the
habit of “ the young ladies of unimpeachable
“ familiea to ask young men not only to escort
“ them to balls where they have not been invited,
“hut to the opera or theater.” “ An expensive
“honor,” justly remarks the critic, * for he
“not only provides a carrisge, but takes her
“ o the play, and most probably gives hor &
“ supper at Delmonico’s afterward.” Other as-
sertions are hardly worth contradicting.
They have all the same authority. We all
know what fashionable life is. To judge of
the women in the social life of this country,
atretehing through the myriad homes from
sen to sea, by the unprotected, bejeweled, and
loud-talking girls to be found eating oysters
and drinking echampagne at restaurant tables
at midnight, would be as fair as for us to
take Lady Mordaunt’s trial as a mgn

English feminine purity, or the pigeon-wing-
ing heir apparent himsell as a representative

sample of English gentlemen.

ENGLISH FARMIANDS.

The late Agrienltural Union meeting (held
in London deserves specislatiention. The
case is §this, in brief. Hudﬁl\ as the
Briton designates his farm-hand, 13 almost as
stolid and long enduring as when his Norman
master first put an iron collar about his neck ;
and less than any class of Englishmen has
murmured against the ruling powers. But
Hodge has found a voice al last Tho canse:
Wages of from $1 50 to #2 per week, with
families to support out of it, and cottages
little better than pigsties, for which he i8
charged n high rental by his employer. The
rocent rise in meat and coals has driven

the slready famished laborer mad; mad
enough at lesst to remonstrate, A Mr.
Arch has Dbecome spokesman for his

olnas., He is a laborer who has sapported a
family on ®1 75 per week, whose breakfasta
when he was a hungry, growing lad were bits
of dry bread dipped in hot water. These and
other doleful tales of starvation the farm-
hands set before the meeting. Other matler
for complaint lay in the eviction of tenants
from even theic wretched huts (according to
the Duke of Marlborough's late advice), when
they join a Union in hope of bettering their
condition. Archbishops and members of Parlia-
ment appeared at the meeting as sympathizers.
But the plain facts of the case oppose them-
aelves to all plans for their relief like a blank
wall. The fivst is, the supply of laborers ox-
ceeds the demand. “ No farmer,” as The Reo-
view snggests, “ out of purely sentimental con-
“ giderations i8 going to pay eighteen shillings
“ per week for a man when he can find a dozen
“ willing to come for four.” If he does, it be-
comes a matter of charity, and the recipient
by so much panperizes himself. The only
practicable mode of relief as to wages, thon,
is to raise them by diminishiog the men in
the labor market, which is only to be done
by emigration. With regard to the second
complaint, of the wretched hovels provided,
and their high rentals, there is somethingto be
said here also, on the side of the land-ownera,
While the builders of houses for town laborers
realize five per cent on their investment,
country cottages barely pay two per cent.
Owners of estates who are also millionaires
can afford this; but the small farmer cannoé
readily dock his income of four per cent for
philanthropic motives. Another difficulty, as
pointed out by The Daily News, lies in the
law of primogeniture. The estate on which
are these miserable huts belongs, in fact, to
the owner’s eldest son. All the provision he
can make for other children must be saved
during his own life. Cottages or other non-
remunerative improvements which require
cash ontlay on the land are in reality so mvch
taken from the younger children to give to
the heir already too well provided for. A
man will naturally look to the interesta of
his own family rather than to those of his
tenants, and we should not be too hard w
him for doing it, although it forces his
e1s to lodge and starve in a fashion to which
expediency would not allow him to sentence
his oxen and pifu. N either sympathy nor
miu hese obata-

onteries will avai ch against t
cles ; nor does it mend the matter to raise the

ery of Socialists and Agrarians against poor
Arch and his hungry colleagues. The sure
ontlet of relief lies in the very emirn.m
;fhich England is now dmcoum?mm:u Al
‘rance had possesser oo, g '.N‘{' L\

Feliaf in the B oF her lock-mAKINZ .‘.'Ba
:;lm wu;:lcl nfut 1ga;ﬂdkeard theﬁtrjfog “'km,ﬂ
rom her famis t s
hands over his tlrl:lblllhﬁd tlw:‘v?:e? ol o

The Evening Post publishes the following state
ment :

The f Mr, B
to an ::ﬁ:a: pnll;ll.ngd“illtl . is n:):nlu %.m
the heading of * The Greeloy Monument.” As Mr. Bry-
ant nover algoed this addross, never suthorised
person to give it his sldnature,
or heard of 1t untdl it appearsd tn priot this morning, be
regards this use of his neme asns great im asaoe,
:sddmlm that inall snbsequont publications of the

mm question, by auy journal, his uwwe way by
om -

Wo published the address as it waa recoived from
the Chairman of the Committes, having no knowl-
edge of the authenticity of the signatures. It is
probable that the name of Mr, Bryant, among
others, was used by the Committes on the suppo-
sition that he would not be unwilling to take part
in such a tribute to an eminent brother journalisk
who, it waa thought, had passed beyond the reach of
varthly animosities. It seoms, howover, thaé the
Committee were mistaken, and wo hasten to make

corree Whatever might bhave

th nisite tion.
be:nﬂl.;le im n of the Committoo, Mr. E:‘ynﬁ
NANG Was to o documont he had not seen,

withont suthority, and such an act can never be ex-

ousabl
e i ——

The sum of §5 from Mr. Bamuel Horsch for the
widow of Charlea H. Phyfor is sckuowladged,
waking the total smount rocoived al this ofice $55..



