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M. do Cssegnuc was serlously wounded in the duel
with M. ane, === The town of Vich, in Bpain, has
been biosknded by the Carlista.

The stagmer City of Washington was wrecked on the
Nove Scotis coast, but all on bonrd were saved. ===
The oholors continues its ravages in Memphis and Cin-
clonatl, === A conference with the Indisos (s to be
hald in Texsa,

Tho Mayor protested againet the failure of the Alder-
men to art upon his nowinations, === There is no cloe
fu the Tloboken murder. === A man in Wéataheatar
Counly (& supposed to have Killed bis wife, === Hoavy
ypols were sold on the Long Branch races, =—= Gold,
116§, 119, Wbp.  Thermomsier, 699, 799, 60°,

For & potentate whose subjects were but
lately dying of starvation, it must be acknowl-
edged that the Shah of Persia spends his
money lavishly. Twelve thonsand dollars to
the servants at Buckiogham Palace and eight
thousand more to the policeren are raid to be
among the triflivg gratuities distributed by
the Shah in London. Can such princely
munificence possibly continue through the re-
wainder of this imperial progress!

L

There appears to be no good reason why the
Viesey-st. booths, the removal of which is re-
ferved to on the second page of THE TRIBUNE,
to-day, should be tolerated. By their use, it
is true, many poor people gain & livelihood;
but they do it at the expense of the
Liealth of the city; and their unsightly
structures are a8 much out of place a8
a brown-stone dwelling-house would be
in the Central Park. If the city is to afford
elesmosynary aid to these small traders who
bLave gradually monopolized the sidewalks of
s common thoroughfare, it does seem as if

aich nssistance could be more economically

extonded than it is now.
iy

The franking nuisance went out with such
a roar of fiee matter in the mails, that a
great ealm geems to have followed. To be
sure, it is complained that the Treasury De-
partment uses in a few days the official
stamps iotended for a quarter's sopply.
But  the vast relief which s felt
in the ordinary channels of postal tranemission
aud delivery is so great ss to excite remark.
I'he famous postal car misunderstanding, it
appears, is likely to adjust iteelf, pow that
Members of Congress have oceased mov-
jng their effects by mail and send-
fug tons of printed matter to the
paper-mills by the same oyerburdened
conveysnce. It was not that the business of
the country had so largely developed; but
the constant sugmentation of Cougressional
poutiug orders stulled tho postal cars and

4 picion of refusing to act in the interest of

made an incroase of clerks & perennial neces- |
sity. We are only beginning to find out how
great a burden has been lifted by the aboli-
tion of the Franking Priviloge.

i~

Tho loas of the steamship City of Washing-
ton, of the Inmsn line, reported in onr col-
umms, this morning, adds another to the long
list of shipwrecks on the iron-bound coast of
Nova Scotin,  Fortunately, no lives were lost,
but the wreck of such a large and well-
known ocean steamer will serve to deepen the
sense of insecurity already folt by those who
are flitting across the ses. The sceno of the
disaster is mot far from the locality made
wadly memorable by the wrecking of the
Atlantic, the City of Washington having
struck on the same coast, but seventy miles

west of Sambro ITead. A dense fog, baflling
currents and loss of reckoning seem to
of the

bave been the immediate causes
disaster. We must wait a fuller account of
all the circumstances of the wreck before
forming any conclusion as to the management
of the ship. Meanwhile, let us ba thankfnl
that no life has been lost; so much, at least,
may be due to proper preparation and cool
conduct on board the wrecked steamship.

We have before suggested, ns the shortest
way out of the difficulty into which the Mayor
and Aldermen have managed to place them-
selves relative to the Police Justices, that the
Mayor withdraw the unfit nomivations and
name a Board of men in whom there is abso-
lute and implicit confidence.. Instead of tak-
ing this short eut to the solution of the ques-
tion, the Mayor now insists that the Aldermen
ghall take the responsibility of rejecting his
nominees, By all means let them not hesitate.
Several of Mayor Havemeyer's appointments
for thia office ought not to be confirmed, and
their rejection by the Board of Aldermen will
be justified. At the samo (ime a failure to
act upon the nominations leaves the present
Justices, most of whom are nnfit to hold office,
in positions of the greatest importance, and
thus blocks the reform which was begun a
year nnd a half ago. The present attitude of
the Aldermen makes them liable to the sus-

the present Police Justices, which is a reflee-
tion upon their honesty they cannot afford
longer to endure.

TAE NEW MURDER LA,

The little experience we have had with the
pew law of murder is fruitful in suggestions.
Two cases have come before the courts since
it went into operation, The first was the case
of Walworth. There is an impression on
many people’s minds that this young man has
made a lucky escape f[rom the gallows, and
Judge Davis, in passing sentence, very plainly
intimated s opmion that the verdict ought
to have been murder in the first degree. But
at the time of the trial that was probably not
the sentiment of the majoridy. The defense
was exceedingly adroit ; and we have very
little doubt that had the. old law been
in  foree, with its obscure definitions,
its numberless  opportunities  for  le-
gal  hair-splitting, and  its  one  re-
volting penalty for the highest grade
of homicide, the result would have been a dis-
agreoment of the jury. The definition has
been simplified, so that it is no longer easy to
bewilder the jury with over-refinements of
argument; and it is practically left to their
oplion’ to substitute for the penalty of death a
sentence of perpetoal imprisonment, mitigated:
Ly the hopes of pardon. It is understood that
severnl of the jury were in favor of convict-
ing Walworth of murder in the first degree,
while others stood out for manslaughter; and
yet, with only a few hours’ deliberation, they
were able to compromise on a verdiet which
spared the sensibilities of the most merciful
among them, while it substantially satisfied the
outraged low.

The second ease was settled while Wal-
worth was on trial. It was the case of Gillen,
the young ruflian who stabbed his wile in the
street because she would not leave the pro-
tection of her father. That case was so very
elear under the new law that Gillen entered
n plea of guilty in the second degree, and
the court aceepted it. Prebably if the case
had gone to trial under the old law, this man
would have been hanged; but we have seen
50 many criminals escape their deserts that
we can never feel & confidence that capital
pupishment will be inflicted even for the
worst of crimes, Tt is wot likely, however,
that he could have been convicted of murder
in the first degree under the amended statute,
which definea that offense to be killing * per-
“ potrated from a deliberate and premeditated
“design to effect the death of the person
“ killed, or of any human being.” Upon the
whole it is probably as well for the public
that Gillen goes to Sing Sing for life.

1t may now be asked why, if thess two
murderers are not to be hanged, we shomdd
retain capital punishment at all? And we be-
lieve one of the most important effects of the
new law ia likely to be mnothing less than the
gradual abolition of the death penalty. Obyi-
ously it is only in rare cases of poisoning and
of other marders long plotted and prepared
that a prosecuting officer can fairly expect to
get a verdict in the first degree. Tho * de-
“liberate and premeditated design to effect
“ death” can very scldom be proved, and can
never be taken for granted. If a burglar slay
some one who surprises him in the act of rob-
bing o safe, he cannot be convieted of mur-
der in the first degree under this law, The
Nathan murderer could not be hanged under
the statute as it now stands. It would have
saved Foster from the gallows if it had been
in force when Mr, Patnam was killed. In
the face of such glaring inconsistencies we
need not expect the extreme penalty to be
enforced at all; and when juries have learned
to disregard it ip their verdicts, it will stand
a fair chanee of being removed from the
gtatute books. It is already apparent that
convictions are much easier to obtain when
death is not to be the consequence of them.
The reluctance of the average citizen to pro-
pounce the fearful and irrevocabls doom
against his fellow man is almost irresistible,
It is this natural repugnance to a barbarous
punishiment which has given & scandalous im-
munity to homicide, far moro than the intri-
cacies of the'laws, the laxity of the courts, or
the tricks of ghrewd counsel. We see already
that when perpetusl imprisonment is in  pros-
pect, murder trials will be very different from
what they have been hitherto.

The law of course must be amended in some
of its details. It is loosely drawn, and
there is apprehension that it leaves loop-
holes by which eertain classes of criminals
may escape altogether. One more reform will
then be needed. The pardoning power of the
Exceutive must be either greatly restricted or
altogether taken away. It might be provided
that the Governor should have no power to
pardon a convict sentenced to a life term for

murder; or bettor sull. the ovrivilege of clom-

ency might be lodged in a court of pardons, |
before which every petition for a mitigation
of sentence should bo carefully and sternly
examined. Punishments are efficacious in pro-
portion as they are spoedy and certain.

4 PROFESSIONAL SOLDIERY.

Anything which may tend to miligate the
prutal tendency of military life is certainly
worthy of the attention of this age and of
every enlightened nation. Tt must be ad-
 mitted,” said the Duke of Wellington on a
certain occasion, * that ours is a damnable
“ profession.”  Perhaps it is not so much the
influence of active servieo in the camp and
the fleld which demoralizes the soldier, as the
long periods of enforeed and peaceful idle-
ness, and the barrack life in which discipline
is suficiently relased to encourage debauchery,
while the peenliar situation of the men also
encourages heentiousness,  Mr. Birch, “in a
recent address at Free Trade Hall, in London,
dwelt upon the admirable behavior of the
(ierman married soldiers during the Inst Con-
tinental war. He thought that troops should
be permitted to live like men, to court hon-
orably, to marry and to bring up their chil-
dren among the people.  “ Do not,” he said,
“geparale them from the world. Let them
“ become honorable eitizens, Should we un-
“happily be called to the battle field, depend
“upon it that our soldiers will act bravely
“ hecause they have wives and children who
“ pray for them at home.”

The American people have always been just-
Iy jealoug of anything like a stauding army,
and among the blessings which compensated
for the bitterness of the war of Rebellion, was
the demonstration ‘'made by both armies, by
the Confederate as well as the Union forees,
that a plain eitizen, with hardly any previons
training, may in an incredibly short space of
time be converted into a first-rate, active and
enduring soldier, Our troops, too, fonght none
the worse because they left homes and wives
and ehildren behind them, nor because they
took into the camp all thé refining influences
of civil life. Men wondered, during the shock
and tumult of the contest, whether, in aceord-
anes with the traditions and prescriptions of
all past history, we might not at last sink into
a state of military servitude—whether the
army, in the proud consciousness of its strength
and of ecivil helplessness, might not inflict
upon us a Dictatorship under the softer name of
a Presidency. With an prmy of a different
clasa, and we shonld add, with commanders of
a different clags, the danger would doubtless
have been imminent, the event, per-
haps, predestinate, Fortunately, of all the

vast mass of men composiug our forces,
there  were  very  few  who did  not
take into the serviee an intelligent idea

of the excellence and justice of a democracy
regilated by law; very few who had not been
at least tolerably well educated; very fow who
did not look back with a fond yearning to
homes which had been fostered and made

1 happy by the epirit of regulated hberty. Our

men bad all the bravery, all the submission
to necessary discipline, all the ready obedicnce
of the best trained soldiers of Europe; but
they had something more, and something
which rendered all these qualitics immensely
available and effective, Every man was a
voter, and thus to a certain definite if limited
oxtent every man was a commander. If the
military management either at Washington or
in the field was not to their mind, there was
little need of the rigk and the shame of mu-
tiny. Euch one had a weapon as cflicient as
the masket or the bayonet—each one had o
vote. The humblest of the rank and file wus
in a political way quite the eqnal of the Gen-
eral who remotely, or of the Colmel who im-
mediately commanded him. This at once and
for all made the danger of a militury dicta-
torship inconsiderable, Some of our Gener-
als were favorites o©f their troops and

some of them were not; but no General was,
ever 8o popular with the army that he counld
have ventured to take the least liberty with
the Constitution or with Law. Eloguewce, un-
less properly employed, would have been
thrown away upon men accustomed to politics
and platforms ; sophistry would have availed

nothing with those in the habit of dealing
directly and™ogically with public affairs; chi-
cane would have been powerless with those
who all their lives had been mtelligently
watching and eriticising the business of legis-

Iation. Military leaders might be admired,
loved, and respected, as MeClellan, Sheridan,

Sherman, Thomas, and so many others un-
questionably were; but not one of these gal-
lant men, even if he could have harbored the
thonght, would have bhad the least chance of
misleading hLis forces for the gratification of
his personal ambition.

We have been speaking of the past and of
the accomplished, but what we have gaid has
an immediato application, Qur great armies,
once so thoroughly imbued and amimated by
thie military spirit, have quietly subsided into
peaceful citizens. The States which prevailed
in that sanguinary contest, and which through
all those perturbed years hardly tasted the
extreme bitterncss of war, may well ceass to
oceupy & quasi military position toward their
less fortunate sisters, The records of history
are secure, and we can well afford to miti-
gate the tone of triumph, and to " let the
pexans of victory die away. We have demon-
strated that the professional soldier, save to
a very limited extent, is unnecessary. Ho
may be worse than useless when Lis presence
is a perpetual taunt and a ceaseless irritation.
We fondly say that the Rebellion is over, but
it is not over while it is thought indispensable
to maintain civil anthority by the menace of
ever-present regiments,

GETTING AN EQUIFVALENT.

There has been a terrible grumbling and
geolding in Western newspaper offices on ae-
count of the management of the Resurrection
Jubdlee in Chieago. . The country. journals
which puffed the enterprise for a whils with
boundless liberality, have discovered that it
was after all nothing but a sort of dis-
reputable advertising job, entirely without
merit as & celebration, and rather g
upon the whole to the character of the city,
We confess that this venomous sort of de
nuneistion rather took us by surprise, The
music of course wns bad; but everybody
knew in advance that it must be. The festi-
val, nevertheless, came off just as it was ap.
pointed. The crowd, the cheering, the bunt-
ing, the ball, were all according o pro-
gramme, What was the matter

Fortunately the complaining newspapers are
frank enough to tell what ailed them. They
“ received no courtesiea™ from the managers
whom they bad aided so freely with their
pens. This was of course very shabby treat-
ment, considering all things ; but why shounld
the conntry editors complain?  When a man
of spirit feels himself slighted, he does not
publish ths affront in the newspapers.  He
wraps himself in hig virtue and hides his nn-
Laupioess from the world,  The truth is the

Waeatern journalista foel That they have been
defrauded of wsomething “they have justly
edrned.  An evening paper in Chicago states
thoir case in these words : “ Nowspaper men,
“as s rule, aro not bloated bondholders—
“ wealthy aristocrats.  Their brains are their
“ principal possessions, They earn their living
“ with their pens, and while they do not ask
“y price for everything thoy write, thoy still
“pxpect o quid pro quo for their labors, and
“ papecially where large profita are gathered
“in as the result of their efforts.”,

Now we need hardly say that this is entirely
al varisnee with Tue Trisuse's theory of
pewspaper management. The true journalist
looks for no reward of that kind. He writes
of public amusements and similar enterprises
aololy in the interest of the public, and nol
for the profit of managers. It is not his busi-
ness to stimulate the curiosity of audiences,
but to tell them the plain truth about the en-
tertainments they are invited to witness. He
does not “expect & quid pro quo for hia labors,
“ papecially where largo profits are gathered
#in as a result of his efforts,”—on the con-
trary, he would resent the offer of any auch
thing as an insult. He is a disinterested ob-
server, under a tacit obligation to his readers
to tell them what he knows, without coloring
or prejudice ; but the Chicago theory makes
him a partuer in the enterprise of which he
falsely pretends to be a eritie.

BAILEOALD JOBBERY IN CANADA,

A dispateh dated at Montreal, yesterday,
says that the terms proposed for the con-
struction of the Canada Pacific Railroad, by
Sir Hugh Allan, have been finally acceptod.
It is well known that Sir Hugh Allan repre-
sents o company—s sotk of Crédit Mo-
bilier Association—and that to secure this

contract, which ealls for $10,000,000 in
cash, 50,000,000 acres of land, and sun-
dry valuable privileges, he and his

associntes have spent a large sum of money.
Indeed, the members of the Canadinn Govern-
ment are more than suspected of being in-
volved in this tremendous job. The contract
for building the road, according to the terms
of the Act of Parliament, was much coveted,
and when it beeame apparent that Allan and
his associates were to secure it without effect-
ive competition, the charge was made that the
Giovernment had been corruptly nsed to intln-
ence this dispogition of the award. When it
was first bruited abroad that the Allan party
were using unfair mensures to get the con-
tract and control of the road, the matter
waos bronght up in Parliament and a Com-
mittee of Investigation wus appol ted, Sir
John A. Maedonald, the Premier, disconraged
the inquiry, saying that the IHonse was going
beyond its authority to compel witnesses to
tostify before any Committee appointed
under the Constitution. But the inves-
tigation proceeded, nevertheless, though in a
half-hearted manner, The Committee qiet at
Montreal, last week; disenssod their alleged
right to examine witnesses upder oath ; decided
they had no power to do o, and then adjourned
to Aug. 13. Next day, The (ilebe, an anli-

printed four solid columns of letters written
by Sit Hugh Allan to sundry persons. By
this publication the whole shameful scheme
was exposed.

From these letters it appears that Sie Mogh,
as carly as Dec. 7, 1871, was treating with the
Canadian Government with a view to helping
to earry the approaching eleetions. [t seems
that he was to furnish money for certain pur-
poses, in consideration of which he was to get
the coveted contract. The law provided that
tenders should be reacived, however, and Allan
wrote, Dec, 8, 1871, to Mr, T, C. Smith of
Chicago, as follows:

"ﬂl,r‘}'ranrln Hincks ocalled st my office this day and
#Ald, that whils be was as anxions as ever (o arranm
with us about the railroad, ths feeling of the Govern-
mont 18, that it they closed an agreement with us,
without advertising for tenders, thoy would ba attacked
about it in the Moeuse,'"

8ir Francis, it shonld be recollected, 18 the
Cansdian Minister of Finance, By various ex-
pedients, which are not bronght out in this
extraordinary correspondence, the obstacle of
the tenders was avoided, and, as we have
geen, Sir Hugh Allan got the contract. He
had to pay dearly for it, as he com-
plains in one lester that he had ex-
pended $343,000 in gold. In a previous lefter
he says to his American confederates: I think
“ you will have to go it blind in the matter
# of money—cash payments. I have already
“paid £8,500, and have not a voucher, and
“ cammot get one.” No ehecks made payable
to * Sir John A. Me., or bearer,” you see. But
further on in his correspondence, Allan
complaing of the reckless disbursements
of one of his associates, n Mr. Me-
Mullen, ¥ who, + he = declares, is gnilty
of “a waste of powder and shot 7 in bringing
down the small game of *inferior members
“ of the Government.” 8ir Hugh makes no
secret of his operations with the late Sir
George Cartier, Minister of the Militia, and a
mysterions personage whom he styles “ Sir
“John A.” & During * all this time there
is constant reiteration of the great expen-
ditures involved in the obtaining of the
contract. The popular election wns to be ex-
pensive; The Globe says of it that it is now
well known that more money was spent to
carry it osgainst the Reform party than at
any previous election. During the canvass,
Sir Hugh wrote that he had already spent
$300,000, and momentarily expected to be
called on for $50,000 more, Beside this, as he
is particular to say, he was obliged to dis-
tribute #850,000 in stock where it would do
the most good. Finally, after the elections
were over, Sir Hugh wrote to one of his
American friends (name not given), summing
up the case as follows:

« Tha policy sdopted Las bean quite successful, the
strong French infloence [ succeeded in obtaloing Las
proved sufeiont to control the elections, and aa soon as
the Government reallzed this fact, which they wers un-
wiiling to sdmit and slow L0 #os, thoy opened negotis-
tions with me, Iiis unnecesary to delail the various
phasea through whieh it passed, but the resuls is that
we algned an agreament by which, on oer-
taln monetary conditions, they agres to form s company
of which 1 am to be President, to sait my views, 0o give
me and my frisnds a majority of the stoek, and to give
the company so formed the countrast to bulld the road
yon the terms of'the Act of Parliament, which are $30,000,-
000 {n esah and 50,000,000 acres of land, with all other ad-
yantages aod priviloges which can be given to us under
the Aot, and thay agres to do everything in their powsr
to ancourags and wasist the company during the whole
period of eonatruction. ‘The finsl contract 18 fo be exe-
outed within skt weeks from this date, probably sooner.”

There seems to be nothing to add to this
disgracoful story. The policy sdopted by Sir
Hugh Allan and his associntes gave them the
control of the Canada Pacitic Railway and the
contract for building it. We have his own
statement that he paid #$343,000 in gold
and distributed $850,000 in shares among in-
fluential persons, in order to gain the rich
prize at which he aimed. That the money
and shares were used to corrupt the elections
and some mombers of the Government is al-
most positively proved by these* letters, the

authentivity of which bas not been denied.

Ministerial journal, published at Toronto,

This part of the offunse hightens the
nofarionsnesa of = the wholo
The objections plased by the Canadian Promier
in a:e way of u full investigation of the olr-
onmstances under which the Allan contract
was procured and the Inck of zeal shown by
that official in his conduct of the affair will
be taken aa strong circumstantinl ovidenee
against him. How doeply other members of
the Government may be involved we are left
to guess, The whole businesa i# & new proof
of the eorrnpting power which may arise from
great railway schemes,

COMPULSORY EDUCATION.

It is just st this scason that we may
pereeive  the flower and  froitage of the
American idea of & good education—that it is
not only the right and the necessity of every
person, but, even in this land of liberty, thpt
no ouo should be permitted to grow up in
ignoranoe. In some of our States, parents are
obliged by law to send their children to sehool.
In others, public opinion is strong enough to
supply the want of & positive enactment. Ignor-
ance is felt to be a disgrace, and ia guarded
against accordingly by the natural promptings

of parental affection, It is felt to he in
somo sort immoral not to know lLow
to rend and write. The theory of

compulsory eduneation, that it is neces-
wary to guard theo State against crime
and” pauperisn, is cheerfully accepted, and
children are sent to school jnst as naturally
us they are sent to chureh. Fortunately there
are no economical reasons for a different feel-
ing. With us the hard necessity does not ex-
ist of making even the youngest member of
the family a contributor to the fund for its
genersl support, Our nearest approach to this
unnatural state of things is in the large manu-
facturing towns; but even here the evil is
lessened by wiso legislation, which not only
obliges the parent to give a cerfain portion of
the child’s time to school, but punishes the
employer if he infringes upon the period thus
dedicated to the acquisition of knowledge.

So general, however, is the acquiescence of
all classes in the policy and {necessity of
this course, that we can Lardly be said to have
anything like compulsory education. In Eng-
jand it is different. There the child is from
its eradle almost s laborer and a producer. It
can toil in the field and the factory and bring
home sixpences to the meager family fund.
We are not surprised to learn, therefore, that
in Eugland all sorts of schemes are employed
by parents to evade the compulzory laws, and
the fines which follow their infraction, Chil-
dren are removed from efficient to inofficient
and non-recognized schools, where regular at-
tondance is not insisteld upon. A case Intely
leard before the Exeter mugistrates will illus-
trate the matter. The mother said her child, aged
about eleven, went to work, Iler husband only
carned 14s. a week, and out of this she had to

po iy Vool potse e it
fhis son i, v tl:ge WATEOW cireim-

stances, was a help to her.  What the poor
woman said was reasonable enough. In a
certain sense she was right. She and hers
were struggling against painful odds for
daily bread. Grim want was always besieging
the door, even if it did not enter her humble
cottage. There was nothing between them all
and atarvation save the strictest economy and
the unremitting toil of every member of the
family. Why should not every member ac-
cordingly, the youngest as well as the oldest,
help to stave off absolute hunger, houscless-
ness perhaps, and perhaps death? What were
a little reading and writing to life itself ?
Thess are questions which no theories will
answer. It ia true that the fall fed British
magisteate had no difficalty ia dealing  with
this case. e had the statute to guide him,
and he followed it. He fined this poor,

struggling woman 25, 8d. Tt seems hard ; it’

has o tymnnical look ; there is in it a savor
of despotism. How waa this woman fo be
made to underatand that she who-had so little
left to sacrifice, must yet make some sacrifices
for the general good?—that it was best, on
the whole, that she should be thus hardly
dealt with ¥ She did not understand it then ;
she does not now ; she never will  Yet the
law was right and the magistrate was right,.
only thers were great . wrongs with which
neither had anydhing to do, interforing with
wise measures, hindering sound ¥ policy,
and making the path of prudence  a
gore and dificnlt one to walk in—great, acen-
mulated wrongs, mossy and venerable, the
noxious erop of many a century of injustice
and error, tha perpetual obstrnotions of a bet-
ter and more ressonable way of life.* But if
society needs surgery, nothing is gained by
postponing the required operation. Clearly it
is best that all British children should know
Lhow to read and write. The result of that
knowledge may be so bemeficent, that in the
next generation littlo children will be sent to
the school and not to the fleld and the fae-
tory as a matter of course. Meanwhile, there
is tho pain and difficulty and doubt which
wait upon all human progress,

A BRIGAND OF THE IPRESS

It is to be hoped that the dispatch an-
nouncing that M. Paul Granier de Cassagnac
has been serionsly wounded in his duoel with
M. Rane, is not an exaggeration. This young
man has been a pest in Paris for several
yeara. He has done. more to discredit the
character of French jonrnalism than any other
person, He early formed his plan of campaign
and has adhered to it with singular fidelity.
Ho is one of the best fencers in Europe, and
relying upon that, he has made it his constant
practice to abuse with brutal personalities
every ono who engages in discussion with
him, until, aceording to the Parisian idea
of gentlemanly responsibility, one is
forced to challenge the other. His
skill and experience have hitherto invariably
given him the advantage. He is, by long odds,
the first duelist in France, and has never been
touched before. Lieutenant Lullier once slapped
him after he had refused to fight with him,
but M. Granier simply called for the police.
When Vermorel declined a duel with de Cas-
sagnao the latter spat in his face on the boule-
vard and described the exploit at length in his
paper. 1lis most notable duels were those with

+| Flourens and Lissagaray, Flourens fought with

great energy for half an hour but finally fell
exhansted by his wounds, In his fight with
Lissagaray, Cassagnae simply parried, rofus-
ing to expose himself until he had thoronghly
wearied out his antagonist. The fiery Gascon
loging his prudence and his strength together,
at last cried out, “ Why don’t yon strike 1" to
which Cassagnne smilingly replied, * That's my
“affair.” As soon as he saw that Lissagarny
was helpless from fatigue, he coolly ran him
through, On the 15th of Augusi, 1868, when
the Emperor made up his jewels, the only
Journalist who received the Legion of Honor
was this young rufian.  The Empress sent her
own Chamberlain, M. de Cossé-Brissao, to con-
gratulate him. v

Ever since the war, tho most gbusive at-

transaction. -

.
tacka akninat the Reptblic and the Tepahli.
cans have besn signed Panl de Cassagna,
Woe have no means of knowing what ia the
especial insult whioh proved intolerable to M.
Ranc, but the Pays has not been aparing of
its assaults upon him since his election sa
Deputy from Lyona, If it should result that
this scene in a forest of Luxembourg should
prove to be the end of this vielent and disor-
derly career, it cannot but be heneficial to
journalism in  Paris. They will at least bo
wpared the anomalous spectacle of a furiows
bravo snstaining s daily polemic againat fres
institntions, in the ssered name of religion
ani order.

Rospoet for the body ecolesinationl dosa not pre.
vent the truveling of thia small story through the
English papers.  The Bishop of Lichfield hath s
taste for walking, and on one dRoasion, aoma time
ago, he walked from a ohareh in the Black Country
to the rallway station where he was to take the
train for home. On the way be happenad to observe
& group of men sitting together on the ground, snd
immediately zesolved to “suy o word in sasson ” to
them, aftor the fashion of the Caliph Haroun or the
avarage district tract distributor, * Waoll, my gnod
men,” said  hia lordship incoguits, ™ what are you
doing 1" The response of one. of the men was not
calonlated to ploase and encourags the amiable pre-
Inte. *Walina loyin',” he said. * Lying!" asud
the horrified Bishop; ** whit do yon mesn 17 Why,
yerses, was the explanation, “‘ous on ua fun »
kettle, and wo bin a try.n’ who can tell the biggest
lis to baveit.” “Shocking!” said the Dishop, and
straightway improving the occasion he procesded to
impress upon the sinners the enormity of lying. He
informed them that he had beon taught that ono ol
the greatest sins was to tell a lis, and o fact, so
strongly had this been nrgsml npon him that never
in the whole courss of his lifa had he told a lie.
Would that we might relate how thoss wicked men
were moved snd charmad by the recital of aneh
saintliness! Alss! no sooner had the npxoellons
Bishop made this announeemont than there was &
gleeful shont, * Gie th' governot th' kettle; gie th'
governor th' kettle!”

S

The respectabla fathers of the City of Dundea
heing greatly desitous of a visit from the Shah of
Persia, have hoon most civically buthered as to tha
proper way of inviting him. First, it was snggrated
that the Provost should be sout up to Loudon “in
his robes ™ with an address of congratulation, hut =
member most sepsibly suggosted a fear that they
might be * boring ” the Shah, whe should ba * allowed
topursne his investigations in private.,” Another
thought that now was the time to conclnde a com-
mercial treaty with Porsia, so a4 * to iotroduce jule
manufactures into that country.” After & greas
deal of debate, it waa decided that the Provost and
Town Clerk should draw up an address of congrabu-
latlon, it being nnderstood thathio expense should ba
inenrred beyond that of a few postage stamps, What
sffoct this will have upon the introduction of juts
manufactiures into Persin, remaing to be seon ;. but
considiug Oriental notions, we ars obliged to believe
that the presence of the Dundeo Solomon in all the
glory of liis robes would bardly Lave struck with
awo the possessor of some of the finest diamonds m
the world, Reconrss u:_!l_m mails was probably as
‘wood a8 anything, tlu?ugh it way prove to be goud

for nothivg.
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The royal anthors of the world hava not been par
tieulatly brilliant, nor have their works bean start-
lingly suecesafitl, The divinity which hedges the
manarchs of the West has not prevented s liberal
and exact eriticism of their literary endcavors. It
romains for an Eastern Prinee to dare the dangers
of publication. The Shah, it is said, 14 compiing »
journal of his journey, which he keeps closely written
up. Doubtless this work will be given to the West-
ertt World, which will thus have for onee 3 thance
to see itself throngh perfectly unacoustomsd and
unprejudiced speetacles. Tha book is certain o be
a pleasant one to the publisher, entertaining or not.’
If his Majeaty shonld ernelly refusa to print his
journal, we have the consolation of knowing that we
shall not bo altogether deprived of the pleasure of
reading what the Persian mind thinks of England
aud the Continent. The Shah, emulating the great-
ness of an editor, earries about with him his own
apecial correspondent in the person of 4 gentlonan
wearing the muosical pame of Mahommed Hassan
Khan Sauea-ed-Dowluh.

=l B

There ia 8 certain'curions desire of the human
mind to die with dignity. It is rare that » being s
#o degraded or so indifferent to life as to be wholly
indifferent concerning the manner of exit from it.
From Cleopatrs, and Socrates, and Seneca to the
last sentimental saicide through all castes and
kinds an almost involuntary consideration of olos-
ing effects has been & charncteristic of humunity.
We are inclined to think that if & man who recently
died in an English hospital had been previously con-
pulted, he would have chosen a more impressive
canse of death than the sting of a gnat. One bits
of this small insect a0 poisonad the strong man thas
Lig died in 36 hours in the most agonizing pain.

———

A Washington physician suggests an odd method
of lowering the temperature sud settling the dust
at the same time, This is by converting the waler
thrown oft from fountaing, now in uscless stroams,
into a fine spray, on the principle of the * aprav-
cap,” or etherizer, used in sick-rooms. The origi-
nator of this idea observes that, to do the work
thoroughly for a wholo eity, it might be necassary
to raisa the water by force-pumps four or five
hundred feet, whoen the tine spray thrown out would
drift over the honse-topsand incorporats itself with =
the atmosphere, If this could be dono thoroughly
and constantly, it might perbaps cool the mr a trifle
and sottle the duss a very little. f

i A

The want of consideration with-which geutlemen
of an indolent habit of mind and muscle are too
often treated is sad to contemplate, and we are
always pleased to see it rebuked. The other day an
able-bodied person, all too bright and good for
human nature’s daily work, called at a house
Now-England and begged for some clothes for him-
solf. The heartless masterof the dwellmg produved
8 coat which was but little worn, and the petitioner
having carefully examined it, returned it with the
justly reproachful remark that he guessod bo
would n't take it, 48 it was too thiek for tho scason.

e

Thera are two astonishing young brothers ins
Massachnsetta town, aged respectively 22 and 21,
who are intolligent, who comprehend all that is
said to them, but who cannot and never sould apaak
the English language. They seem to be incapable
of learning it. They talk to each other in » strange
and outlandish tongue which they alone undar-
stand, and which no other person has ever been
heard to use except, it issaid, & so-called mediom,”
who speaks in it only whon under the myaslenous
“influence.” There is s briny odor as of tsh about
this strange story.

A curions incident in the life of the late Mrs. Som-
erville is related in an Enghsh magazne, She
passed her last twenty-threa yoars in Italy. [t was
truly pathetic that she of all peopla in the world
should bave been dobarred a sight of the singular
comet of 1845, Thoe only Italian observatory which
afforded the necessary implomonts was 1o Jesuit
establishment, whero no womsu was allowed to
enter; 80 she was compolled * to look up at the sky
with the mortifying knowledgo of what was to ba
seen thors but for the impediment which barred ber
aceess to the groat telescope st hand.”

pinlat ok

Thero may have besn nothing remarkabls in the
fact that, reeontly, st Greenvills, I, W. H.
Thompaon shot and killed Peter Roybolt. The pecu-
linrity of the aifair is that Mr. Thompson is a Juatice
of the Pasce. 'Who shall keeo the keepora? As Mr.
Thowpson wis bailed in a comparatively amall sum,
it may be inferrod that he was bronght before him-
solf, that bo arrsigned himself, aud then with
noblo magnanimity, instead of dischareioe himaell

Liold himself o bul



