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DALY’s BEOADWAY THEATER.—* Now Magdalon.”
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STEINWAY HaLlL—Lecture, Toomas Nast,
sr, Peran's HAn.—Dr, Moore’s Arl Eatertalnment.

Jndex to Advertiscmenis,

-.l::l:l"-n; NTH J.'-'r;fflf‘; .l" i-}-‘—.’-".! nud Bth golumns.
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codumn,

Bankivg AND Fisasctar—Tenth Fage—1at column.
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BusiNess Norors—Sioh Page—12t coiman.

CHANCES FOR Busisess Mps—Tenth Page—5ih colwumuy
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DANCING ACADENTES—=Ninfh Page—3d colnmi,

Daviiesn Novioes—Tenth Page—4tu colnmn.

EUROVEAN ADVENTISEMENTs—Iinth Page—ith colummn.

FISANCIAL— [enth Puge—i h column.

FURNITU RN —Eicoenth Page—10 column.

Hurr WASTED, MALES—Elrrenth Page—35th column.

HoRsES, UARRIAGES, HARNEsS, &c.—Ninth Fage—ith
roluwn, !

AoTHLE - EvRoreas—7Tenth
Pagr—6ta and 6ta eolumns,

HoUsEs As b FARMS WANTLD—Elerenth Page—24 column.

IssTnucTIoN—=Ninth Page—20 and 8 columne,

LECTURES ASD MEETINGA—Elreenth Page—8lh enlumn.

Lvaan Noricgs—=Niith Page—ith columu,

Loas Orvices—Ninih Page—ith column.

MARBLE AND SLATE MANTELS-=Ninth Page—ith columao,

MARIIAGES AND DEATHS=Srrenih Page—6th colnmn,

MISCELLANKOUS — Ninth  Page —3d  column ; TwelfiA
Page—5sin { 6th colimns,

MuUstear In: eNTsS—Ninth Page—ith columa.

Prorosais—Nindk Page—ith colsmn,

Npw PuUrcATIONS—Ninih Page—1s1 and 24 colnmua,

Reat, Esvare For BALE, C1Ty— Elepenth Page—1st
wii; RROORLYS—Elenenth  Page—1st colimm; NEw-
JuusEy —Eierenth Page—151 and ¥ colomns: COUNTRY

Bleventh Page—2d coluwn; AT AvcTiON—Eleeenth

Page—ad colwmn.

BALES Y AUCiios=Ninth Page—ith eolumu,

BAVINGS PasKs—Tenth age 410 column,

SITCATIONS WANTED, MALES—Elesenth Page—13 column ;
Fryarus— Eleeends Page—4th andd 5th coluwns.,

Ernotal NoTicEs—Seventh Page—tih coliimu

Yinth Page—ith coluwn;

STEAMBOATS AND RalLkoADs—Tenth Page—5th and 6th
oalumns,
AMRILS, OCEAN—Tenth Prge—5th colomn.
TeacHirs—Niwih Foge—=2 | column,
o LET. BROOKLYN PROFERTY—FElesenth Page—21 col-

e s CEE PRoPERTY- Kiegenth Page—24 volnmn.
TO WM 11 MAY CoxcEns-eN nth Puge—ath colnmm,
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To the Virginins case, (Secretory Fish sald he bad po
bk that wore prisoners huve been executed ; Fresi-
#ent Grant a1t was the Intention of our Government
o proteet onr eitizens o fall their righta; the British
Government threatens to hold the Spunish Govern-
ment responsible for any farther exeeutions of British
wubjeots, === President MacMahon has asked & pro-
tungution of bis powers for seven years; the Committee
on the subject bae agreed to this reguesit. === The
Panama rebels have boen utterly routed,

Prestdont Grant will devote a large part of his message
to Coban affairs, and will also make recommendations
conosrning the currency and legialation for Utah, ===
The Washington bapkraptey proceedings against Jay
Cooke & Co. buve been adjourved to Dec. 3. === The
amount of Phelpa’s defaication 1s offlclally fixed at be-
tween 10,000 and $511,000, === The arsument for the
defense fu the Thorodike trial was made yestorday.
=== A destroctive storm provalled Bunday pigbtio
Tennesser and ndjoining Statea,

Masa meetings were hold at Steluway and Tammany
Hails, 8t which the Hoo. Willlarn M. Evarts, the Hon.
A B. Cox, Willlam A, Durling, and others denounced the
#pamish outrages in Cuba. Five hundred more men
wers employed in the Brookiyn Navy-Yurd, === A
Broad-st. broker absconded, being $400,000 in debt, e==
A petition in baukroptoy agaiost Jay Cooke & Co. was
filed by John E. Fox of Philadelphis, === A socoud
receiver of the New-York and Oswego Midland Railroad
hus beon  sppointed, The prosecution in the
Tweed case rested without calling A. J. Garvey. The

wotions of the defense for acquittal were overruled
e===3 Gerald Massey leoturedon * Charles Lamb."” e==
Gold 1094, 1085, 109). Thermometer, 869, 399, 3

The constitutionality of the Police Justices'
Bill has been approved in one eourt, at least—
that of the Common Pleas, Judge Larremore
s0 decided yesterday in the case of Police
Justice Coulter. It is understood, however,
that several suits growing out of this disputed
guestion remain to be concluded, one in the
Specisl Sessions coming next in order.

e

Rome confusion is likely to arise in the liti-
gation in which the New-York and Oswego
Midland Railroad has become involved. Two
roceivers have been appointed for the affuirs
of the corporation, one by a State court and
the other by a United States court. This un-
fortunate railroad has been the occasion of
much vexation of late, and this last complioa-
#ion is wost curious and difficult,

With the letter of Prof. Whitney, printed
on the third page of Tue TrisuNg to-day, we
bring up the history of the Hayden Expedition
to its close, The field covered by this survey
s one of murpassing attracliveness; and the
pen sketehes of Rocky Mountain scenery and
geological charncteristics, furaished in our let-
ters, bave undoubtedly been a source of in-
formation aud pleasure w a vist number of
reauers.

_'*——

A review of the Farmers' Movement, its
purposes, strength, and influence, is given in
the letter of our correspondent, on the third

page of Tue Trisune to-day. The sorics,
pow t to a oloso, has been one of
peculiar value ; it is the vnly intelligent and
intelligible view of the movement which has
been printed. This summing up is a good
statoment of one of the most remarkable
movements in our time.

e ——

According to late reports from Panama, that
much-vexed eity enjoys a brief interval of
pence. Neira, the President in place, has been
able to hold his own as againgt Correoso, the
President ont of place. Sinco the restoration
of quiet, the vietors have ocenpied themselves
in {riendly quarrels, the division being natur-
ally caused by friendship or hostility toward
Neira, The seeds of the mext revolution are
already sown,

There was a real surprise in the Tweed trial
yesterday, when the prosecution declined to
call Andrew J. Garvey, the Supreme Plas-
terer, The counsel for the defenso were evi-
dently prepared to worry that well-known
witness into furnishing their side with as
many adissions conecerning lis own con-
nection with the frauds as would be possible.
But the proseention * rested” without Garvey,
much to the discomfiture of the defense, So
the case is closed on both sides, and but little
more remains to be done before it will finally
go to the jury.
el -

The most eminent and authoritative name
amoug all the American statesmen who have
expressed sympathy with the Cuban struggle
for iudependence is that of Charles Samuer.
Yot that steadfast friend of Cuban liberty
sont @ letter to the meeting last night so
careful and so  counservative in  its
views that it was euppressed by the
Committee, Weo print on our second page an
acconnt of a conversation held with him yes-
terday, which will ghow with what steadiness
of judgment e regards the recent events, and
with what moderation he thinks the matter
should be treated by our Government.

THE CUBiN MNEETING.

The meeting at Steinway Hall last night was
a8 we said it would be, a very large and earn-
est demonstration. The audience that filled
every inch of the hall and overflowed into the
stroet was not especially disposed to listen to
moderate counsels, to weleome arguments

opposed to their sympathies, It was a
picce of epecial good fortune that Mr.
Evarts was secured for a  presiding

officer. He is one of those men whom no
commotion swerves from their ecnter of
gravity, and who could not be illogical if they
tried.  His speech, while perfectly decided
and American in fove, was at the same time
reasonable and well-founded in every particu-
lar. It set the tone of the meeting on a much
more justifiable key than wouid have been
thought probable, when we take into consid-
eration the public excitement which has pre-
vailed for several days. Some of the
other 'epeakers furnished the requisite supply
of “eakes and ale, and ginger hot in the
“ month.” But the tone of the meeting was
on the whole ecreditable to the city, and
did not exaggerate the popular feeling in
reard to the ountrage of Santiago. The
Tuling &pirit was one of resolute determination
to exact prompt reparation of all injuries, and
the prospeet held up by the orators and
greeted by the people was one of an easy and
rapid righting of all wrongs and the speedy
coming of the good time in the Caribbean Sea.
Yet with all this thunder of the captains
and shouting there must have been in the
minds of mogt of these intclligent and quick-
witted men who sat upon the platform and
were distributed throngh the body of the
house, an underenrrent of thought not entirely
in harmony with the rhetoric of the platform
and the answering applanse of the hall. It would
be very cacy for us to accept the momentary
ery of this meeting for that voiwce of the
people which it is the tradition of democracy
to ecall divine, and to join the fluent orators
of last night in predicting all sorts of agree-
able and impossible things. Bat as
we feel no necessity of losing our senses
in the etcam of Dlood which rises
from the pavement of Santiago, and
are not ealled upon to yell at Gen. Burriel
becanse he yelled so vociferously at the Amer-
jean Viee-Consul, we prefer to consider the
gituation in which we are placed as a matter
_of fact rather than of passion, and to devote
some thought to what 13 about to happen,
whether we, wish it or not, rather than to
waste time in saying what we would prefer,
We are in a place where inaction ia no

longer possiblee. We do not pretend
to prejudge all the legal aspects of
the Virginina case. There is as] yet

no trustworthy evidence to ehow how
far her capture was a trespass on the freedom
of the seas and an outrage to our flag. We
do not know how many of her crew and pas-
sengers were Americans ; we are equally ignor-
ant of the part taken by our Viee-Consul in
the matter of the trials and executions. But
¢nough i8 known of the eircumstances of the
massacre to show that the animus of the
Spanish authorities was one of contemptuous
hostility and malignity towards the United
States. The act was a lawless and inhuman
one, accompanied by expressions of feeling
towards the United Btates which would be
enough of themselves to warn us that the Pe-
ninsulars of Cuba were bad and dangerousneigh-
bors, whom we could not afford to neglect.
But this was no isolated fact. In the matter
of the Lloyd Aspinwall, in that of the aboli-
tion of Slavery, in that of the embargoed es-
tates, in that of the murder of Speakman and
Wyeth, the Spanish sentiment in Cuba had
been demonstrated to be one of active hoa-
tility to the United States, which was with
the utmost difficulty restrained by the Gov-
ernment at Madrid, The feature which dis-
tinguishes this outrage from all the others
is that it marks the point at which
the Home Government has lost its
power to control. They murdored, as
it appears, some scores of victims
in Saotiago after orders to the contrary had
been sent from Bpain, These facts show a
state of things which we cannot in self-
defense any longer disregard. The sentiment
of the Peninsulars in Cuba Is intensely and
lawlessly hostile to Americans, and the
Government at Madrid does not appear
able to keep it within boands. We are
thus foreed to interfere for our own protection.
Wo must first demand redross from the Be-
publican Cabinet at Madrid. If this is refosed
or evaded, or the confession is made that
orders from Spain ecannot be exocuted in
Cuba, we mnst hold the Cuban suthorities di-
reetly responsible in futore for the conduct of
the Spanish army on the Island aod the Span-
ish navy in its waters,

It is throwing words away to dispute with
those who say this can be done withont event-
unlly bringing the Island of Cubm upen our

hands. The very fact of our assuming an at-
titude of hostility to the Peninsulara would
give such energy and spirit to the disaffected
portion of the population that they would
soon bring their vast pumerieal superiority to
bear upon the contest, and speedily end
the Peninsular domination in the island, Does
any one in bia senses—even of those friends
of Caba whe disconrsed with such mellifluous
vagneness Inst mght—think that with this the
Republic will bloom forth in Cuba Libre, in the
beauty of the lilies, breathing peace and good
will? Those who expeet this know little of
the rancorous hates which years of civil con-
flict have nourished in the hearts of the
Creoles. Unless we actively intervene, and
take the command not enly of the military,
but of the eivil forees of Cuba, the massacre of
Sautiago will show like child’s play beside
the slanghters which  will avenge it.
We do not care to discuss the question of
Cuban independence. It is idle to say whetber
it would be desirable or not. It 18 not pos-
sible. It might lnst for a little while, in the
first flush of a victory over the Spaniards, but
overy political foree, internal and external,
would work together for annexation to the
United States.

What consequences these events involye,
will oecur to every one. The first would be
the destruction of the Republican Government
in Spain, for ne party could outlive a disgrace
such as tho loss of Cuba would appear. The
results in this country would be scarcely loss
objectionable, in giving to the conscienceless
adventurers who ftlourish in these petty wars
and proconsular governments a rencwal of
the ecredit which they have gradually been
losing for the last fow years. We anbmit
that in view of these prospects, even those
who are most ardent in vindicating our
rights and our dignity in Cuban waters,
if they bave any regard for the best inter-
¢sta of the country, cannot but regard
the whole offair as a great disaster, of which
the responsibility is not ours, althongh we
must ghare in the misfortane, We hope oar
G;overnment may do its whole duty in the
premises, but not approach the work as Napo-
leon's frivolous ministry started for the Rhioe,
“with a light heart.”

THE CRISIS IN ENelLAND.

We by no means consider that England bas
geen the worst of the finaneial difliculties
which are the necessary counsequences of the
curtailment of her export trade and the defi-
ciencies of her harvests, complicated as these
troubles are with an unusnally disturbed con-
dition of the money markets of the world.
We only say that for the present these difii-
cultics appear to have been surmounted. Ap-
preciating the gravity of the crisis through
which the London money market was
passing, Tue Tricuse has received orivate
dispatehes, by means of which its Editar has
been enabled to judge of the magnitnde of
the contending forces. For the prascnl we
do not think it necessary to continne these
dispatches, but we shall not neglect this
sonrce of information should appearances
change for the worse. We are not prepared
to recommend for this country any similar
fhtitution to the Bank of England, and well
know that such an organization of eredit,
being the slow growth of generations, cannot
be extemporized in a day; but we lere ex-
press our conviction that if finances rested on
as weak 8 basis in England as they do in
America, the wholejcommereial world several
weeks ago wonld have been precipitated into
a deeper slongh thau that in which our mer-
chants and manufacturers have been engulfed.

The ocean telegraph has been of great ser-
vice in mitigating the effscts of the pavic.
But suppose that the news which it bronght na
from Europe had been as bad as it was good ?
Wo have lately had irresistible confirmation of
the truth that the intereats of nations united
by commerce are identical. Commeres iz a
leagne of o stronger kind than diploniatisia

ever made for the purposes of war,
The prices of our most impor-
tant  producrs, such as grain  aud

cotton, are supported by the English markets,
They would have tumbled mucli lower tham
they have done were it not for the foreign
markets, and the same i& true of our securi-
ties, particularly of United States bonds, It
is, thercfore, matter for sineore tgratification
that the foundations of English credit are
still to all appearances [socure. And our wish
is that they may eontinue to defy the storms
as long snd as proudly as the clilfs of Dover.

POSITION OF SENATOR SUMNER.

Rince the Republican majority in the United
States Senate deposed Charles Sumner from
the chairmanship of the Committee on For-
eign Relations aod put Mr. Simon Cameron
in his place, the men who did it and the party
they represented have had opportunities for
learning something. Parties, it is true, do not
easily learn the lessons of experience, It is
only with the utmost difficulty that they ean
see wherein they have erred; it is almoat im-.
possible for them to admit their faults or
correct their mistnkes. But there are men in
the Administration party not ooly capable
of seeing wherein they have blundered
in the past, but great enough and wise
enough to rise above petty resentments and
partisan pride, and in the interesis of the
party itself, as well as of the country, set
right what is wrong. Tho sdvantagoe which
the Republican party has, and has always
had, over its opponent is, as Tue Trisune
has heretofore remarked, in just this particu-
lar. It is quicker to scent danger, has a
readier apprehension of pnblic sentiment, is
much more flaxible in adjusting itself to
changed situations—in short, hears, recognises,
and answets the people sooner than its oppo-
nent. This has been its record; what it may
be is yet to be seen,

One of the great mistakes the party has
made during President Grant's administration
is in the act to which reference is made ubove,
That it was a serions blunder no one who is
not moved by personal feeling will deny. But
the party was strong enough te do it then;
the popularity of the President was so great
that his personal prejudices were suflicient to
control the sction of the Senate, and there
was nothing in the attitude of our foreign re-
lations that seemed to forbid Mr. Rimon
Cameron’s “ rattling round” in Mr. Sumner's
place. There is no need now to dis-
cuss the provocation to the act, its wisdom
or unwisdom. The party has within
a few months learned the need of
& more tolerant spirit, and the necessity for
cooler, wiser counsels than it bas had—
the party is in peril, The time demands an
abler snd & better man than Simon Came-
ron at the head of the Somate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, WNo one duibls
that in such o time na this the country noeds
the experienee and the statesmanship of such
a man a8 Mr. Sumner in that position, and it
ia plain moreover that the retention of Mr.

Cameron there is & disgraco that throatous

calamity. The country itself is in sore straits
for statesmen.

Could the Senate do a better thing for the
country than to reinstate Mr. Sumner at the
head of the old Committee? Could the Re-
publican majority in the Senate do a better
thing for the party T The lesson of thix year's
elections is that the party Las gone wrong and
been utterly reckless and headstrong, This is
the interpretation that the party organs
themselves put upon the results, It is cor-
tainly a good time to stop and consider; a
good time to put aside petty resentments, and
if not for the country, then at least for the
party’s sake, to correct mistakes and show a
disposltion to do justice. There is no rea-

son, except some  peity and  pusillam-
mous one unworthy the consideration
of a great party, why Mr. Sumner

should not be restored to the place for which
he is better fitted by experience and (raining
than any other Senator. The only question is
whether the Republican party, with its gplendid
record of grent achievements and its elaim to
saperior patriotism and unselfishness, ean rise
above narrowness and petliness and do at
some trifling sacrifice of party pride what is
simply right and just. There ean e no doubt
thai such an act would be hailed with enthu-
sinsm throughout the conntry. Who would be
offended at it? Who that loves the Republi-
can party and desires its suceess would not
rejoice at it 8s an exhibition of returning good
sense nod reason?

All the reports from Massachusefts are to
the effect that Mr. Sumner 18 to-day the most
popular man in the State. He has likewise
the respect and admration of thousands
of ardent Administration Republicans ont-
side that State. 1is last year's slander-
ors have slupk back out of sight and will
be no more heard from. Of his reélec-
tion mext year thers is bardly a doubt.
Would it be wise in the Republican party to
ahow o conciliatory disposition toward him ?
Oc ean the party afford to keep up the *airs”
of the past fow years and treat us necessary en-
emies him and the thounsands in tho country
who sympathize with him 7 Simply as a matter
of party policy, which is best to do 7 The New-
York Republicans tried a little experiment in
shutting out people lately,  Wonld it not be
wise in Republican Senators at Washington
to heed the result of it and try ap opposite
policy ?

THE BEOOKLFN COMMISSIONS,

Tn the lato political contest in Brooklyn
there was no issue more elearly drawn than
that of opposition to the system of Special
Commissions in the City Government. The
pxperiences of nearly a decade had convineed
Brooklyn tax-payers that the reckless ex-
penditurs of woary which had increased the
public debt to £30,000,000, tho high rate of
taxation (the lighest of any city of the
Union), and the slow increase in valuy of the
tnxable property, were evils directly trace-
able to the Epecial Compussions authorized
by the Legislature against the wishes
of the people. It was also recognized
that to these baleful influenees wmust be ab-
tributed the seandalons corruption of the
judiciary and the courts, the venality of
Brooklyn's legislative representatives, and the
violations of the election laws, To express
that convietion and to labor for the reform of
these abuses two great Reform Associations
had been orzanized, and s charter abolishing
the Corunissions was framed and seut to Al-
bany. Treachery tarned this Reform charter
into s means of coptinning the Commissions
and strengthening  the Ring which they
formed; but this ouly served to intensify the
opposition to the Commissions and make the
jssue ab the last election more distinet,

And no decision ot thut election was more
positively pronounced than that these Com-
migsions onght to be abolished. John W,
Huuter, the anti-Ring candidate for Mayor,
denouncing all Commissions 23 irresponsible,
and demanding a local govermment in the
hands of officers responsible to the people, was
supported by the Reformers irrespeciive of
party afliliations, and elected by a large major-
ity, and he ran (in the city proper only) tweuty-
four hundred votes abead of Lis ticket. John
(!, Perry, the agent of the Commissious, who
had permitted them to make the Reform char-
ter & Riug iostrument, was defeated by 1,300
votes in 8 district he had previously carried
by 1,007 wajority. The Commiitee of Fifty, al
its last session, appointed a sub-Commiltee of
fourtecn members to examine the charter and
suggest such chungea as will tend to reform
tho present Commissions out of existence; and
resolutions against the Commissions have also
been passed by the Committee of One Hundred.

1t must be confessed that this is going to
work promptly, but it i3 none too soon. Not
oply will these Comnnssions fight hard for
thair lives, but every Ring of contractors and
ginceusistse who live by them will contribute
time and mouey to prevent theiv dissolution,
The appeal for their abolition has to be made
to o Legislature unacquainted with the abuscs
of the Commisaions and indifferent to the
wrongs of Brooklyn, becanse absorbed in the
affairs of other parts of the State, Remem-
bering by what expenditure of money and
corruplion of legislutors the Commissions bave
prevailed in the past, it cannot be doubted that
they will make a desperate struggle now for
existence. The difficulties of the work of re-
form are, therotoro, not to be underrated.
But it I clear that it must de undertaken if
Brooklyn wishes to be rid of the Contractors’
Ring, the Bridge Ring, the Wallabout Ring,
the Reservoir Ring, and the countless corrupt
concerns whioh are counected with the De-
partments,

There are five of these Commissions mis-
managiog the local affairs of Brooklyn, all of
them political machines and most of them
corrupt. They are the Police, Park, Fire, and
Health Departments, aud the Board of City
Works. All of them are independect of the
Mayor and responsible to no power, not even
that of the Legslature which created them.

They are constantly disputing about their re- !

speclive powaers; they are often in open con-
flict; aud there is no authority to compel
unity of action. The consequence is, naturnlly
enongh, an inharmonious and expensive Gov-
arnment a8 well as an oeflicient one. Ooe
Commission slone in two years has spent
$30,000 in Inwyers' fees to enforce its anthor-
ity sgmnst citizens in very doubtiul procecdinga.
The Board of City Works under ils present
form and previous name has beon consiantly
in litigation growing out of its efforts to pave
the strects aguinst the protests of citizens
with costly patent pavements, whereby uot
less than 2,600,000 was literully wasted in
three or four years. This same Bourd, us we
have had oceasion to show, has awscded o
single contract amounting to $1,200,000 for the
Hempatosd Resorvoir to William C. Kingsloy,
the hewd of the Contractors’ and Bridge Ring,
although mu older, wealthier, and more re-
sponaihle countinctor offered to do the work
for $450,000 loss. It hpe laid wooy wiles of

patent street pavements at prices donble those
at which responsible contractors offered to
do the same work, It gave lo a con-
tractor the building of a sewer at 313,000
which another had offered to do for §233,000;
the cost was finally $360,000, or £127,000 more
than the lowest bid. The Park Cammisn{nll
Las wasted £3,000,000 in improvements Whlf.‘h
are invisible; and to this day continues its
reckless exponditures without actual responsi-
bility to any authority.

These are only a few illustrations showing
the corrption of these Commissions. Just
now, warned by the action of the Reformers,
they are more circumspeet, and make great
show of enforced virtue ; but there is no way
to remedy their abuses except to reform the
Commissions themselyes out of existence. We
hope the Brooklyn Reformers understand this
Dbetter than they did a year ago, and mean,
now that they have put hand to plow, to make
the work complete. The whole principle
upon which Speeinl Commissions in New-
York and DBrooklyn have been created is
wrong. They are designed to thwart the will
of the people, and are simply resorts of the
defeated minority to secure power and patron-
age. Whenever the party in power in the State
has been in opposition to the party in power here
and in Brooklyn, some new Commission has
been created to furnish spoils for the defeated
politicians, All this bas been at the cost ol
the people, and at the gradual sacrifice of that
form of local government in which the officials
are directly respousible to the people who elect.
The system of Commissions, 1 other words, is
anbversive of our form of government. We
hope the Brooklyn Reformers will make a
gallant and determined fight, for il once they
auceeed in abolishing their Commissions, New-
York will be encouraged to new efforts to get
rid of hers also,

A DONATION AND A CERTIFICATE.

Mr. H. Boardman Smith of Elmira, member
of the last Congress and reélected to the next,
is & man of persistent purpose and great
presence of mind, Having in his possession &
little matter of 25,000 belonging of right to the
United States (Government, but coming to him
in the course of u distribution of “loot” by the
last Congress, Mr., Smith remarked a long time
ago, with emphasis, that popular elamor eonld
not influence him; that he came honestly by
the money, and was not going to reflect upon
the motives of his colleagues who drew their
back pay and kept it, by returning Lis to
the Treasnry, or any such nonsense. Smith
did not want the mouney. Perish the thought.
But ite did want to stand by his colleagues,
and not reflect upon their motives, It was
chivalry impelled him, not Juere. A pum-
ber of Congressmen, it wil be remem-
bered, took precisely that view of it. It was
a very rare speetacle of disinterestedness. Not
one of them wanted the money, To most of
them it was @ burden, They had no use for
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it, and s & matter of sentinient they despised
it. History furnishes no record of an instance
where so large a sum of money was held in sach
hearly contempt by so many people at the
same time,  But these gentlemen said, with the
spirit of self-sacrifice so common in the Ameri-
can Congressman, and to which we are in-
debted for so many great eunterprises of
internal improvement, “There’s no use in
“heing mean about this. We don't want
“{his money, but other members do. Not to
“(fraw it will be a refleetion upon those who
“do. So we w1l do the mauly and chivalrous
“thing, take up this cross and, for the sake
“of our poor and deserving associates, bear it
“meekly.” 8o, in this grand, heroic way,
they drew  the #5,000, and held on to
it just as thongh they wanted it and did not
despise it from the bottoms of their hearts.
They connterfeited earnestness, and pretended
to be mercenary and not high-toned—with
sich suceess that the conntry was unable to
distingnish between those who took back pay
with intention and purpose, like Mr. Butler,
and those whe took it only to save the feel-
ings of their friends, like Mr. Shellabarger.
There has been no such excellent acting for a
long time.

Of this chivalrons ecircle of mutnal adwmirers,
Mr. 1. Boardman Smith of the XXVIIth Dis-
trict of this State is one, and not by any
means an insignificant one. Mr. Smith has
carried around his #5000 till it beeame more
than o burden ; it was hot in his pocket and
too heavy to ecarry. And so Smith, having
done all that could be asked even of his
ehivalrons nature, proceeded to empty his
pockets into an Orphans' Home at Elmira.
The ladies who manage the Home accepted
tho donation and acknowledged the same in a
lotter, in which they take occasion—some-
what unncecessarily, a8 it scems to us—
to pass judgment wupon Mr. Smith's
motives, They say: “To question or doubt
“ the motives of such an act on the part of
“one who has, as our honored Representa-
*tive in Congress, made so serviceable a record
“pga yours, or stoop to the point of lmputing
“ to one whom we know to be infinitely above
“all such considerations any political and
* welfish designs, would, we think, ill become
“the citizens of this or any other distriet
“ where you are known ; much less would it
“ bhecome us, who are the representative re-
“geipients of this magnificent donation.” -

The ladies meant well, no doubt, But
upon the whole it is a queer response to a
donation of #5,000. It ussumes a questionable
motive on Smith's part in order to deny it.
Most men would feel just a trifle uncomforta-
ble if an Orphan Asylum which they had just
presented with ©5000 should turn it over
thoughtfully between thumb and finger and
say: “It would ill become anybody to say
““this money was stolen ; much less would it
“ become usy who are the representative re-
“ ¢ipients of this magnificent dopation.” But
Mr. Smith may feel differently. He has got
1id of the plonder, and the ladies say they
think his intentions are honorable,

Well, call the next.

The Massachusetts Woman Suffrage Associa-
tion hag been bolding & meeting in Wor-
cester. In the report of the specches made both
by men and women upon this occasion, we seo
nothing purticularly new either in statement
or illustration. What is worth noting, how-
ever, is their discovery that the balf-hearted
support which the Republican party of Mas-
sachusetts hus given to the nims of the Suf-
fragists has proved to be of no particular
value—no more, indeed, than & word of promise
hardly kept to the car and certainly broken to
the hope. For four years the Massachusetts
Republicans bave been eoquetting with the
progressive ladics, until the State Convention
in 1872 openly gpoke in fuvor of female suf-
frage. It was a cheap explait, for it amounted
to nothing. When the Legislature met, with

o great Republican majority, it prlwlically‘

re_pm.lhml the action of the Convention, and
did nothing. At the State Convention this
vear, the Committes om HResolutions. by the

oasti ng vote of its Chairman, refused to med-
dle with the matter. The women consider
this reasonably enough to be a backsliding of
the Republican party, and they loudly proclaim
their “loss of confidence in the honesty of ita
“professions.” We must admit that thia does
not strike us as at sl extraordinary. The
wonder 18 that the women of Massachusetls
who desire to vote, should go on for years
erediting windy professions, and maintaining
their faith in the soft talk of men who have
not examined the subject, who eare nothing for
it, and who have no more intention of making
women voters than of raising nursing babics
to the citizenship.

These ladies, having now discovered their
mistake, have adopted another and possibly
a surer course. They will have nothing to do
in future with “backsliding Republicans.”
Woman Suffrage Political Clubs sre now to
be tried. These, at least so far as active mem-
bership is concerned, aro to be composed of
men, apd of men who will pledge themselves
to vote for no candidate who s not in faver
of extending the suffrage to woman. These
men do not propese to form a new politieal
party, but (as they phrase it) “to act as &
“ palance of power between the present par-
“ ties, favoring only such candidates of each
“ a8 may favor their views, and voting for
“ goparate eandidates when no candidate of
“ the present parties is go favorable.” We do
not care to discourage earnest men and wo-
men who are striving by legitimate means to
necomplish honest purposes, There is, to our
mind, something touching in all these shifts
and expedients, and in the fidelity to convie-
tion which rises superior to falsehood and
treachery, and bates no jot of heart or of
hope, though fifty times cozened and betrayed.
Usfortunately we happen to know what the
promises and professions of candidates, made
just before a closely contested election, are
worth. If partisan conventions are not to be
trusted, what confidence is to be reposed in
the candidates of these conventions? When
a man is hungry for an offiee, he is not usu-
ally sernpulous about the pledges which he
gives even to considerable bodies of voters;
and he is generally prodigal of these
paper and ink concessions which he makea
to private and personal opinions. All is fish
that comes to his mnet. Oar method
of conducting elections has redoced this
whole matter of pledges to a system, and
there is a well recognized and stercotyped
phraseology which the old and experienced
foxes of party know exactly how and when
and where and to whom to use. Ilow then
are those who desire gpecial reforms to guard
against & cunning and a chicane which haa
often deluded them and may delude them
again 1

To this question, it seems to us, there can
be but one satisfactory answer. It i3 all a
matter of sineerity and of simple truth-telling.
Caudidates must be actuully converted to the
doctrines. All politicians are mot necessarily
ignorant or koavish, and men wmay be ruining
for office and still remain honest.  When the
Massachusetts Woman Suffrage Association has
satistied a considerable number of leading and
able public characters in that State that it
would be wise aud just for women to vote,
the consummation of the work will be only m
matter of time. In a word, society must first
be convineced—and after that all will be easy.
At present we must be permitted to say that
we o not know one able and trustworthy and
leading statesman or politician 1n Massachu-
setts who has fairly and squarely made up his
mind that the revolation proposed is desirable.
Carefully guarded speeches and Joosely written
letters prove nothing, and will effect nothing.
What is needed is a vadical change of publie
opinion, and in the minds of men who can
vote and who will vote.

M. Le Play, the distinguished French soeial res
reformer, attribntes the disorgamezation of socicoty i
Franece, ber continual abiding in bhot water, to the
dimipution of respect for God, for paternal authoe-
ity, and for womanhood. It is the work of the
Revolution, the laws of Robeapierre, of Pétion snd
Tronchet that he attacks, as the solvents of old
French enstoms, and the destroyers of social author
ity—which customs snd authority bhe wishes te
restore. What is old appears to this extraordinary
Philistine to be most lovely and most hopeful, se
that 1t is natovally the two-folil support of anceatral
habit and living authority that he invokes for the
modern Frenchman. Chiva seems to bhim an ad-
admirable example of the excellent conse-
quences in  nationmal  vigor and  industry
to be - derived from the  patriarchal
form of government, And this is exactly what be
proposes a8 a remedy for the ills of France-—recon-
stitution of the paternal authority by the reversal
of those articles of the civil code interfering with
the testamentary power of the family head, snd the
repeal of varions other revolutionary laws. He
thinks the subdivision of the property in the family
one of the most serious csuses of ruin in Frauce.
Weare glad to say the result of the experiment in
America has not been serious social disorder. Im
short, M. Lo Play is hopeful in the belief that his
countrymen will retrace their downwand ways of
two centuties and rebuild the State by restoration
rather than by progress.

There is a lesson in a bit of intelligence which
comes from Starksboro’, Vt. A Mr. Jumes Johns
has herstofore been an atheist, or professed to be
one, and has printed & newspaper in support of his
notions. Thiuking that he has ruined many young
men by preaching these negations, Mr. Johns bas
become insane from remorse. Without taking inte
account this person's theological opinions, or de-
ciding upon the amount of mischief which they may
have doue, this aftords & good opportonity of sug-
gesting quite generally the importance of care both
vin the formation and the promulgation of opiniens.
We comprehend well encugh that we are not
to poison the bodies of our fellow-creatures—we
-ought also to understand the moral felony of puson-
ing thejr miuds. All truth is geod; but a man kns
need in all iwportant matters to be very sure of it

before he promulgates it and commends it as truth

to uvihiers.
-

All puns are abominabls fand indefensible. And
some of thom are very good. A Liverpool pilot waa
brought over on a White Btar steamer, much aguinst
his will, the weather being 80 heavy that ho could
not be laaded. A gentleman being asked what the
pilot must have said when he saw Boston, replied s
* He probably exclaimed : That Mersey I to othere
show, that Mersey show to me.” We are sorry te
#ay that we do not believe one word of this story.
Wao konow a mannfactured pun wien we see one
and this has all the air of being artificial.

Alas! we Americans are not very ancient after all,
though we have our centennial and bi-centennial
celebrations, 1t mokes ns feel extremely juvenide
to read ot the people of the Isle of Ely getting ready
to observe the Twelve Hundredth Auniversary of
the foundation of thair Cathedral. We are living, is

ours is n kind of fastness which does n't count
chronologically, It may be interesting to thoso
who are numerically particular to know that the
Ely peogl-a call the oceasion a " Bissexcentary
Featival,

Mr, Gorald Massey's lecture on Charles Lamb, do
hvered at Association Hall last might, is fully re-
ported on the third page of THR TrisuNe to-day.
Itis » folicitous and scholarly produckion, worths

of the subiect snd the svoaker.

is true, a8 fast ns we can in this country, but them



