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TRIBUNE, MONDAY, APRIL 13, 1874 —TRIFVLE

SHEET.
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Amnsements and Alcetings.

ACADEMY OF Music.—Italian Opora : * Locia di Loam-
mermour.”  llma ol Muraka,

HooTi's THEATER.—"Z!Ip." Lotta.

BROADWAY TUEATER.— Humpty Dampty.” G. L. Fox.

CorLosaruy,—Day sud evening: * Cyelorsmn of Paris by
Night."

DALY'S Fivrn AveNTE TRraTRR, " Charite."

GRAND OrERA Houss.— Eileen Oge.” The Florencea

LyYokum THEATER.—The Graud Purisian Folly.

NinLo's GARDEN.—* Davy Crookolt.” Frank Mayo.

OLYurie TuRATER.—Novelty Eutertalnment.

PARK THEATER.- Opening Night, * Love's Penance.”

UNioN BQuans THEATERL—" Lod Astray,”

WALLACK'S TreaTin.—* The Veteran," Lester Wallack,

AsaooiATion HalL—Readings. Wm. Eastly.

ARsOCIATION TLALYL, Brooklyn.—Leciure. Tho Rov. J.
Barker

METROFOLITAY MUSEUM OF AaT.~Open from 10 a, w,
onidl d . .

NATIONAL ACADEMT oF Draax.—Forty-niath Anoual
Exnibition, Day and evening.
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s Proposals for a settlement ol the Carllst war, made
by Marshanl Serrano, bave been rojected by the Carlises,
wems The Kiug of Astiantee has signed the treaty with
Englund, bul Liss given no gnarantees for ita exeoution.
mmse. Bevoral wotlons in favor of Kiel will be made in
e Canadian House of Comimnous. == Gen. Riguelme
bas sesuoed the detles of Sezungo Caboe lo Colg, ==
Heurdt Rochefort left Melbourne on Baturday, ===
(ircat preparations bave been made for the reception of
Dir. Livingstone's remains in England.

In the House of Representutives on Maturday the
Maynard Curropey bill sguin cawe up for considers-
tion, Beveral mwendmeats were voled v, but no oal
setion was resobed.

Tho twenliy-first ballot, on Batorday, for United Etates
Bepntor from Massachusetts, was 1o more declsive thaa
the soore that proceded it esssa The temperance ora-
snders of Pittsborgh have resolved to disregard the
Mayor's ordors agatust streot praying, and scenes of vie-
lenios wre fearod. === The effuris of the United Btates
Commissioners to aritle the trouble with Hed Cloud and
Fpotted Tail buve proved fruiiless, === Mills, lumber,
gud other property, worth #0000, were burned at Wik
liamuport, I'enn.

The amall pox hias hroken ont {n the clty, ==== Inter-
esting lestimony wes tuken in the case of Mary Ellen
MeCormack, === A bold rebbery occurred ouder the
Astor House, === The body of Nathanlel €, Bishop
was oxhumed, there being suspiciona of polsoning. w==—
The stoamslip Abyssiuia arrived with President Wataon
of the Erie Rallway oo board. we=s Thermometer, 26",
#0°, 390, Gold, 1153, 113§, 1134,

Dr. Dio Lewis, the Temperance reformer, has
stirred up some feelivg in DBoston. Hearing
himself disparaged from one of the Boston
pulpits yesterday, he attempted a reply on the
gpot. Of course this created some disturh-
ance, and the result is likely to be the creation
of two parties in the Temperance ranke,

——

It is reported that the books of the Pacific
Mail Company are to be taken to Washington.
Weo fear that the books the Committee are
fikely to get will not prove much save that
neatly & million dollars disappeared mysteri-
ously about the time legislation was wanted,
But there is ample evidence on the subject of
the Pacific Muil investigation in existence,
aod unless the Committee want to shicld fel-
ww members they will be able to find it

ot

A correspondent of Tug Trisusg, in a let-
ter published last Saturday, called attention
to some extraordinary Custom-louse seizures
made in San Frauecisco in 1568, The seizure
was direeted against champagne. Yor various
reasons this article of importation has been
favorite game with the Cnstom-house gpies
and informers, Some of the facts related by
our correspondent enter into the scheme
which is explained on our third page to-
dny. The crafty men who secured the pas-
sage of the laws relating to undervaluation,
aud then established themselves in French
territory, have had a rich mive to work. The
indications are that they have at last worked
it out to the light.

i

Pittaburgh has gained an unpleasant promi-

pence as the firet eity in which active |

gneasures have been taken by the mumruml[

government to “head off” the Temperance |
Crusaders. 1t is proposed to hinder the women
by & city ordinanee, arresting persons found
parsding or praying in the streets.  The women
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publie ; for a time they snapended operations,
But, taking ecounsel of their eourage rather
than their fears, they will recommence their
work to-day. If the city authorities attempt
to arrest these praying women, a collision is
inevitable; it is not in Western men, of all
others, to stand by tranquilly while women
are roughly handled.
S

Washington dispatches say that the Presi-
dent has no intention of immedistely making
any changes in the Treasury Department on
aceount of reeent developments in the San-
born inguniry. This determination, however,
need mnot necessarily be the result of the
President’s desire to save Messrs. Richardson
and Sawver, who have been g0 damagei by
the iuvestigation, Tt is said that he consildoers
these gentlemen * good fellows,” who have
lost all their friends but himsclf. Perhaps,
then, he prefers that they shall stay in office
until they shall have been preseated to the
Senate under articles of impeachment by the
House. Neither the Seeretary nor his Assist-
ant ean aiford to resign now. Will the Honse

take up their case and consider it forthwith?

SOME OF ME. SHEPHERD'S BILLS.

We publish this morning a remarkable letter
from Washington respecting a transaction be-
tween Mr. A. R, Shepherd and Assistant See-
retary Sawyer.  Mr. Shepherd it seems hus
contract with the Government to furnish a
certain patent roofing for the public huildings
on the following terms: The United States 18
to pay the cost of the material and labor, 8]"'1
Mr. Shepherd is to receive a commission of fif-
teen per cent on these payments, beside a roy-
alty of five dollars on each square of the roufing.
Aceilent led to an examination of the hilla
rendered by Mr. Sheplierd for roofing the Ma-
rine Hospital at Chicago, and a series of re-
markably diserepancies appeared belween the
bills aud the vouchers, The eost of marerial
was imvariably marked up from three to fifty
per eent above the trae figures; the quantifies
charged for were apparently in oxcess of the
quantities actually furnished ; royally was paid
on more squares than the roof contained ; and
there was strong reason to believe that some
of the bills were paid twice.

The gentleman who made these diseoveries,
o Mr. Wheeler, supposed that an error had
been committed, and respeetfully waited upon
Secrelary Richardson with his information. The
case wis referred to Assistant Seeretary Sawyer,
aud a time was set for Mr. Wheeler to meet
Sawver with sworn copies of the bills, vouch-
ers, aud other papers necessary to an esamin-
ation. At the appointed hour Mr. Wheeler
presented himself with the documents, and in-
stend of encountering Mr. Sawyer he found
awaiting him a letter from the Seeretary
stativg that Mr. Sawyer had “ examined” the
charges '(this, be it remembered, before the
proofs had been submitted) and found them
“pot sustained in any degree by the facts.”
And there, o far as the Department is con-
cerned, the case still resis,

Of (course there may be an explanation of
the apparent discrepancies in Mr. Shepherd’s
acconnts; but the cireumstances are in the
highest degree snspicions, If in the “ordinary
“eonrse of business? somebody should start
on its rounds throngh the Treasury an order
for an examination of this ease, and that order
slionld chanee to be referred to Mr. Richard-
son, we hope the Sceretary will ehance to sign
it. Mr. Shepherd's woofing eompany has con-
tracts for covering a great many public build-
ings, and we should like to know upon what
priveiple the work is paid Tor.

A BREACH-OF-PROMISE LETTER.

In these duys diplomatic mysteries never
Iast long. In the dark ages before newspa-
pers, the knowledge of diplomatic proceedings
was confined to a very limited eirele, and the
most important documents of centuries ago
are continually being uncarthed by the inde-
fatigable Motleys and Martins of the present.
Iiut the journalist of to-day will leave wvery
little to be done by the listorians of the fu-
ture except to select the most available mate-
rial from the vast mass at their disposition,
Our own sorvice, of course, works in a glass
hive, s an English statesman onee graphi-
cally said, aud if there is anything which
¢scapes the newspapers in the course of the
vear, the State Department cleans onb its
pigeon-holes in December and  sends 1o
everything with the President’s Message. 1f onr
Envoy, fondly trusting that the * confidential”
over his dispateh is a seal of gecrecy, gives
his intimate opinion of the public and private
morals of the King of Thule, he may begin to
pack his portmanteau as soon after New Year's
s eonvenient, for he will certainly read his
piquant disclosures in the papers which an-
pounce to him that Congress is in session. He
is lucky if he escapes with black looks and
gnubbings. In Santiago de Cuba they mobbed
and would fain have hanged one of our Con-
guls beenuse one of his confidential dizpatehes
was published in Washington. These things
ought certainly to teach our diplomats not to
be zealous, The best way is to write no dis-
patches, and the mext best is to put nothing
in them, for, sooner or later, they will be
printed. The chance of a judicious murderer’s
keeping his secret i8 much better than that
of a modern Envoy.

A dispateli which has been discnssed and
Aoubted for four years may be said to have en-
joved a relative eternity of mystery. This is
the cuse with that now famouns instruection
sent by Count von Beust to Prince Metternich,
in Paris, in July of 1870, which has just been
given to the public in the columns of the
Tempe of that city. There has been such a
clowd of contradictions eet afloat about this
document, €0 much hot blood aronsed by the
disenssion eoucerning it, that it has at last
gssumed an importance in no way belonging
to it, and its publication may lead to serious
complications. But in fact it is not an especially
signnficant dispateh,  Both sides will claim that
it sustains their respective theories about it.
Phe Austrion Premier gaid, “We consider the
“ ennse of Franee as onr own, but the alliance
“of Russia and FPrussia prevents the armed
w jntervention of Austria.” The one party can
gav that this implied a conditional promise to
support, and the other can reply that it ex-
pressly refused any support whatever, The
rest of the dispatcl, which instructs Prinee
Metternich to advise that overtures be made to
Italy, is simply a piece of that fussy imper-
tinence which has so often marred and ren-
dered useless the DLest work of Count von
Beust,

The ehief interest of the incident is ns an
illustration of the curious revenges of time.
There was probably never a Nemesis more
prompt than that which brought back to the
lips of Napoleon IIL. in 1870 the poisoned
chalice be bad affectionately presented in 1566
to hig good friend and brother, Francis Juseph
of Austrin. While the war was brewing be-
tween Prossia and Austria, the chiof use of the
Prince of Metternich in Paris was to be lied

were dismayed when this widar wes wmude

to by the Emperor sud write howe eucours-

)

— -
ging ddspatches upon the strength of it. Even
up 1o the time when hostilities began, there
was the strongest confidence in Vicona that
France wonld not permit them to e hadly
beaten, and after the disaster of Sadowa the
Austriana still tried to save their dignity and
involve their false friend in their quarrel
by eceding Veoetia W France instead of
to Italy. But the Italisns and  Pros-
gions  paid  no  atiention to the farce,
and Vietor” Emanuel marched} to Venice
without mueh eare whether Lebieuf Wl:l!lll
got there first to give him the kt'-.\'.n. I'he
elever Emperor thonght be hatd s0 i-ﬂ-‘.vtu_n]ly
digsemblod his love for Anstrin that he might
ask u fee from Prussia for moral  aid  Ten-
dered in the war—thoungh he had done no
more to carn it than Sanhorn had to earn his
fifty por eent. He asked for the I:umel fl‘lll‘ltii'.l.'u
and he received nn answer, in Bismarck’s
most Gothie manner, whieh offended and  ha-
miliated him beyond even his enduranee, and
really eaused the next war Before that
began, there was  €every reason to hope
for the eoncurrence of Austrin, Both
the Emperor and  his Tiime  Minister
cherished o cordial ill-will to Prussia, and
would have been happy to share in her chas-
tisement. Dut they had to count with pablic
opinion, whieh in Anstrin was German, and
in Hungary was for peace. Under the ciream-
stances thoy could do no more than encouraee
Franee to whip Prossia by herself, and this
wis the purpose of those dispatches of Count
von Beust, which the innocent Duke de Gra-
mont and his eandid master received as prom-
isea ol active alliance.

THE GREAT ISSUE.

Five or six years agoJlorace Greeley, in a
reply to one of the early inflationists, said,
“Finally, General, we difier in this:—Yon ri-
“peavd the quesiion of the payment of the
“governiment bonds in pgold as merely a
“ question of law ;—I vegard it as even more o
“guestion of morals,”

That is precisely the aspeet of the financial
dispute to-day; and the country will therefors
weleome the admirable statement, printod on
the first page of to-day’s Trinese, in which
the emineut head of the Divinity Scliool at
Yale brings forward the woral phase of in-
flation, as the riging isswe  nbont which
parties  nre  to erystallize,  There hias
been long searching for such an 1ssue.  Most
sagacions politicians have for seme time re-
alized the trnth which Dr. Bacon so elemly
states, that both tho old parties are falling to
picees. Al have been disgusted by the rey-
eluttons of corruption in both, and by the re-
gponsibility of leading men in  both for
those dishonest schemes of iotlafion, ngainst
which they were  distinetly pledged  in
their platforms,  Clearly  the more hopetul
ontlook was in the uuion of the men who
wanted to fisht  corruption snd to defend
honesty in fingnee apd in general politics.
But how were i omen to find grovad of
commeon action aud issucs so sharply defined
ns to command the popular attention ! Up to
this time their attitude has been merely one
of expectancy. The action of Congress forees
upon them a change, What better issue con
they find than the one just now foreed :—Shall
the national dollar be the teuth or a lie?

Dr. Baeon's views are presented in the form
of o letter to the Hon, Willinm Walter Phelps.
They deserve specinl weight with thut most
important class of our eitizens of whom Mr.
Phelps is o conspicuous type—the young men
of edueation, responsibility, and honor, who
go into polities because they wish to advanes
the interests of the country and not to fill
their pockets.

-~ 4R
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MISS CARROLL'S MEMORIAL,

This year, as for several years past, Miss
Anna Ella Carroll comes before Congress with
her elaim for eompensation for serviees ren-
dered during the ewvil war, TFor a while this
elaim was lnughed at on general priociples,
becansze Miss Carroll was a woman. After-
wards it was frowned upon, as disrespectful inits
essence to some of our great eaptains, But it
gathered  strength  and  cousistency all the
while, until it at last obtained the suffrages of
many Congressmen and the favorable report
of a committee, It is now by ne means im-
possible that it may yet be recognized by
consitlerable parties in both Houses, and even
that Miss Carroll may some day oblain the
compensation she asks, Her cluim is certainly an
extraordinary one,  She assorls and  assumies
to prove that she originated and soggested to
the Government the plan for opening the
Mississippi und breaking the rebel power in
the South-West, which was finally adopted
and earried out, She claims to have made
out n detaled plan of the campaign in which
our armies ascended the JTennessee River to
the decisive position which they occupied
on the Memphis and Charleston Railrowd.
She elaims further to have written an import-
ant series of papers on the Rebellion, for
which the War Departwent promised ler s
eompensation which she bhas not received.
The latter elaim is not so serious, and will
searcely bold, but the proofe she brings to
sustain her assertious in relation to the Ten-
nessee enmpaign are of a character which it
is almost equally difficult to adwit or to deny,

The Hon. Thomas A. Scott, Assistant
Sceretary of War, certifies to the justice of
the cluim in the most positive and ungualitied
terms,  His statement is worth giving in his

own words:
PHILADELPIIA, June M, 1470,

On or about the 30th of Novewber, 1861, Mliss Carroll,
oa stuted fu ber weworlul, called on me, as Assistant
Becretury of War, and soggested the propriety of sbap-
doning  the expedition which was then preparing
to descend the Mississalppl River, aud to sdopt lnatead
the Teupessee Hiver, sud handed (to me the plan of
campulgu, us appended to her memorial, which play 1
subwitted to the Becretury of War,lund its general ideas
were adopted. Ou my return from the Bouth-West, iy
1862, T informed Miss Carroll, an she stutes in her me
worial, that through the adoption of this plan the
country had been suved millions, and thst it entitied ber
tw the kind cousiderstion of Congress,

TuoMas™A, Scorr,

Col, Scott repeats this unreserved declara-
tion in two or three different forms. The Hon,
B. F. Wade is equally emphatie. He says that
President Lincoln and Mr, Stanton  both
informed him that the credit of the
Tennessee campaign was due to Miss Car-
roll. The Hon, O, H, Browuing, Senator from
Illinois, gives the same evidence with equal
distivetness.  Chief-Justice Evans of the
Supreme Court of Texas goes further into
details, giving the case of the memorialist far
more fully and strougly than she presents it
Lersell. The venerable Elisha Whittlesey
joins iu the same representations. Such
legal authorities a8 Keverdy Jobnson and
Traman BSmith  say  that  the evidence
is complete in her favor. Finally, the Mili-
tary Committee of the Senate in the XLIst
Congress, after maturely weizhing the case,
reported  through their Chairman, Senator
Howard of Michigan, that Miss Carroll Lad
eatablished her claim.

The cane thua sunvorted 18 one of the wost

“remarkablo obide’ witieh Tins' evef ‘come betore |

the Nutional Legislature. The decision is of
jmportance to ntore than the memorinlist, 1f
it is in her favor, the country will, of course,
give her ungrudgingly the compensation she
deseryves, although otliers have already been
munificently paid in money and glory for the
work she claims to have done.

STREET CLEANING,

If the recommendations of the Assembly
Commitiee tonching the eleaning of the New-
Yotk streets could be earried ont, our city
would wear u new face. We onght to have
Broadway and all the Avennes below Central
Park, and the whole area of the city below
Canal-st., swept every night. The rest of the
vity shonld be eleaned twice and three times
a week, Specially dirty loealities ought to
have moré frequent attention. Every cart and
overy sweeper should have a partienlar por-
tion of the work to attend to, Ashes and
garbage should be removed promptly, Patrol-
men should be required to report the condi-
tion of their beats, These, with some details
of administration, are the principal reforms
recommended by the Committee, There ean
bo no doubt that they are all within the reach
of the present authorities, and that they would
prove highly effective i they were honestly
carried out., The only serious question -is »
gquestion of money. -

What it would cost to clean the eity on this
plan, supposing the work to be faithfully
done, nobody can "'“'.. The enoriment has
never been tried, an? o are no data for a
eloso ealelation, The testimony eliciteld by
the Commiltter tends totshow, however, that
an appropriation equal to that of last year
onglt to be more than enongh. We need, in
the fire! place, new views of duty in the Police
Board. The business of street eleaning now
is partly a branch of politics and partly a job
for private profit. Numes are put upon the
pav-rolls as a reward for party serviees;
inspectors are appointed to look after ward
polities instead of looking after the strects; and
eartmen are kept busy (illing comebody’s sunken
lotg, and picking up perquisites of manure,
when they ought to be removing mud and
garbage. H we con establish a veform at the
head of the Department, we may see the street
cleaners orgamzed as a real working foree,
whicli they are not now, and never have been,
Then a great deal of mouey can be saved by
the more general employment of machines,
Before the machines can bo thoroughly used,
however, the «ireets must bo eleared of un-
necessary  obstructions,  There are certain
quarters of the town which look at evening
like a stable vard. When nenrly half the
roadway Is taken up by wagons left standing
for the night before the owners' doors, the
styecets eannot be eleaned either by machine or
by the broom. Removing these vehicles will
be a great difficnlty of course; but they must
be put out of the way, or ¢lse the streets must
remnin dirty,  Finally, a great deal of the
approprintion ean be saved by making an
economical disposition of the sweepinus, separ-
afing fertilizing and other valuahle substances
from the refuse, and putiiog both where they
will do most good.

The Committee has wigely decided not to
attemipt the eleaning of New-York by Albany
legislation, He is not much of & man who
eannot wish lis own face. We have probably
all the power under the present charter that
we need 3 oand it seems to be now the part of
the Board of Poliee to get together and plan
a reorennization of the Street Cleaning Bu-
rean by the light of the suggestions of M.
Eastmnn’s Committee,

BURN OR BURY.

Nothing is move eurions to notice than the
manter in which an  idea  becomes  epi-
demie, This matter of eremation, for instance.
Men have died and worms have eaten them
for generations withont protest on either
side until & month or two ago, when in Ger-
many, Italy, England, and this country a swil-
den ernsade #ets out simuoltanconsly against
coftins, winding-sheets, and moist, unpleasant
badies, and erowds of scientifie and sentimental
gentlemen ery aloud in the market places, de-
mandmg of posterity a “ furnace of fire-proof
“ bricks with ten holes  below and one
“ hnudred and  fifty pounds of wood,” by
means of which they may promptly he con-
verted into lime, or, as otherwise stated, “a
“pure and holy flame.” The number moving
practically m the matter in Europe is esti-
mated at thres or fonr thonsand ; in New-
York they may be counted by the score, but
their vigor and almost wiathful zeal will per-
haps atone for want of numbers, The matter
is, after all, one which science will argae, but
which feeling will decide ; and in the meeting
a few nights ago there was not any appreciable
show of either the one or the other, In ovder to
mike converts it would have been wise either
to prove that the new mode of dealing with
the bodies of the departed was more healthful
for the living, or to have surrounded it with
a semblance of greater eare and tenderness
for the dead, Onr friends, however, all ap-
peared to have undertaken the work in &
white heat of antagonism to all who differed
with them,fwhich the subject hardly calls for.
The “dead body,” being what might be
called the pidee de resistance of the de-
bate, was attacked by each speaker and
handled ronghly enough. Now most of us
weaker mortals are apt to remember but one
#dend body” when we hear the words; one
which we do not name; we think of dear
hands that never will open to grasp ours
again; of a still, white face which means ali
that was worth caring for in life to us. For
these vehement gentlemen to denonnce it as a
dead animal, a loathsome earcass, o putrid
earrion, is hardly the way to invite popular
prejudices to their side of the question. After
haling the hypothetical dead man to hght
who has been passing solemuly under the sod
for so many generations as into the valley of
the shadow of death, followed only by tears
and reverent gilence, and having shown him
to be only a most unpleasant nuisance and
frand, our reformers brought on their argu-
ments in favor of burning and making a
prompt and speedy end of him. These argn-
ments reduced to their real meaning simply
were that he was needed as manure, We
were bidden to estimate the wastage of
1,300,000,000 people every third of a century,
Counties of James River where neither marl
nor any other fructifier is used were held up
to us as frightful examples of bad goil in case
this sort of thing was persevered in, The man
who refnsed to give his body as manure was a
thief. One gentleman appealed to * those fine
sfat fellows, the gonrmands,” and assured
them his ashes should go to nourish the early
vegetables and the ox, from which comes sir-
loin steaks. Whether this inducement brought
in the gourmands to anyl extent we are not
informed.  We were adjored to burn our-
selves, and not only to burn, but to * refuse
“to urn our ashes;" to insist that they be

nameless nothings were out fin the air. Even

lamb and ghastly peas, urged the season with

fng or garden purposes; which would, we
think, ba an obatinate persistence in principle
ereditable to any dead body. Some cowardly
member who had’ planned a resolution by
which they conld make fructifiers of all their
friends, but themselves escape in a coflin and
hearse to Greenwood, wers arrested, as one
may say, in the very act, and summarily

forced to  aecept the furnaes and oue
hunidred and fitty pounds of fuel, In-
deed, 50 completely dil  the  whole

smihjeet nssume this economical bearing that
we should not have been sucprised if the
company furnishing the furnace, &e., had

this was vanity. DBy sunsot, the north wind

| blew chilly, and- the bleak sky olosad over us-

a4 it was wont. . :
While the vernal feast remaing in
the clothes question is unscttled. The faip
crentures who somewhat remiod us of the an-
clent Athenians, in that they spend their time
in buying or wearing some new thing, are at
their wits' end, he multifarious millinery
which is rendy 43 also prematare, The other
multifurious. trappings which are not even
aidected st remain unbought, This is that
joy defprred which makes the heart sick.
The Fair wearer of good clothies is in & state

tarned out to be a jorat stock association for
the sale of human guano.

We have no wish to ridienle our friends e
their effurts; we only suggest that they Jave
gone the wrong way to work,  Wheth e ere-
wation be the most civilized, FPyional, or
healthful way of disposing of iy dead, and
the most tender to the feelings of the hiving,
is yet open to argument, and depends very
mueh, in fet, npon the Xaaoaner in which it is
done. The burning of Shelley’s body, meant
to be a poetie and classie rite, was 1 roalitv.

accovding to Trelawney, Rbn"hy and Dauseons
L . s b o, H d

heyond deseription, io s o mon, and

women (oo,

SR have precisely that feeling of
FEVOIR" 0o for their dead which our reformers
abjare with such eontempt. Weakness or not,
it is an indisputable fact on which the success
or defeat of their effort, after all, depends, and
they shonld recognize snd treat it with re-
gpeot.  They will bardly perswade a lusband,
{or instance, to give them the body of bis wife
by asking for it as a rotten carcass, or induce
the mother to part with the babe that bas
lain in her bosom on the consideration that it
s needed for manure,

FACTS FOR A FRIENDLY INQUIRER.

We ore in frequent receipt of letters like
the following, but have preferred to suppreas
them., We mean now to make ounly a single
exception
o ¢he Edaitor of The TI'ribune,

Hig: Home of your unbappy eotempornries, whom
yoi aie prohubly too busy to auswer, el their favorite
subfect of diseussion o the eireulation, the condact, and
the inaneial conditlon of Tug TRIBUNE, 1| read to-day o
statement wnich to my own knowladge 18 untrue.
At the newsstand wieras I buy my papers, sod
where o specially Jealous rival elaims double your eir-
enlation, the deslee hWimself told me that your eales
wore largely injexcess of any otber. In another matter
1 hwve owd occasion to detect s falseloold emanating
from the spme quarter, It was sald o Wall-st. broker
sl o large amount of THinuse stook for salo chioap, 1
foguieed and foundd be had theee §1,000 shinros, which be
wndd were worth $30,0000 Thls way Lo cheap, but 1tis
certaluly ok low,

Now, a8 & general thing, T approve your poliey of not
noticing the atinse of lnletior pawspapers, 17 businoss
wan stiould vecupy bimself, not about his busincas, but
1 retutling standers concerning his nelghbor, now about
1he pmount of hia trade, then about tho nuturs of his
cratlt, then about the extont of ks profits, then shont
the  chataoter of  his  losna, such A busl
ness man  wonld  be  recoguized wt  onee s
preessively Jealons, and therefore exceastvely inforlor ;
and woulil be promptiy sent to Coventry, You'ra very
rlght to send powspapers of that sort there, A Black.
guard oo the press wod o blackgoard in the gatter de-
serve just abont equal constileration,

Bat you cortuinly didfa good thing yesterday in tho
frauk slstement which stopped the wouoths of your de-

traorors who  wers  sereaming  nhout  your divi-
dends, They have mnow  brukem out  agaln
on  cirenintion, Mavy of your friends, myself

among them, wish you wonld make an excoption to your
rules for onoe and tell ns how moch trath ond how muesh
envy there 18 in the dally yelp of the papers, whichscem
1out of their wits by o shadow of your pros
Yours singerely, MERCILANT.
New-York, April 11, 1874,

Newspapers which really bave large or in-
erearing eirculations never need to inform the
public of it by certificates. Much less are
they likely to enterinto disputes with envious
rivals ghout it. It is only your third-class

&

paper that finds space or inclination
for that kind of wrangling,. The above
letter, however, comes from 8  source

so friendly and so intelbgent that, solely
for the satisfaction of our correspondent and
of friends fecling as he does, we take this
oceasion to say that—

1. The aggregate circulation of Tue TRiBUNE
exceeds that of auny other four-cent paper in
New-York.

2, The cirenlation of Tne WeekLy Trisuse
is three times that of any other paper of its
cluss in New-Youk,—four times that of any
other save one. '

8. The circulation of Tue Seymi-WEERLY
TrmsuNe is four or five times greater than that
of any other semi-weekly in New-York,

4. The circulation of Tue Damy TrRiBUNE
18 greater than that of any other four cent
paper in New-York except The Herald.

5. The general testimony of newsdealers,
alike in town and country, has been, that
sinee the panie most newspapers have shown
more or less loss, and that the only paper of
its elass which has been steadily gaimmng has
been Tie TrIBUNE.

Of the character and value of our circulation
we need not speak, The faets above mentioned
about its extent are well known among all
who have eared to inform themselves on the
subject; and are not disputed, so far as we
know, by any reputable newspaper, or in
any well-informed quarter, If they should
be denied, with heated iteration and laborious
collation of one-sided or false statements, by
unfortunates who feel their momentary luck
passing awny with the eredit of the partisan
combinations upon which they depend for sup-
port, the circumstance wounld be neitbher un-
patural nor deserving of notice.

LAMB AND PEAS.

Now comes on the season of the vernal lamb
and the elusive pea. Already the markets are
afflicted with the plaintive bleat of infant
sheep torn untimely from their dams; and the
fuir promise of Spring is anticipated in
scanty Leaps of the Carolina vegetable, which
no more resembles the succulent peascod of
New-Jersey than the shriveled Dighy her-
ring resembles the silvery, arrowy tenant of
Taunton watera, These delusive cates beguile
the fancy of those who think that money can
change isothermal lines, making the brown
one green, or who seck to cloy the hungry
edge of appetite by bare imagination of a
feast. But the Apician banquet, which in ounr
climate is the only early Summer
idyl of the table, Is not yet ready. It is as
true now as when Bryant wrote it that the
country ever has a laggiug Spring, This yvear,
at least, the town can bonat no borders flushed
with sudden bloom, The April violets and
heliotropes that perfume the street corners
are not wmore Spring-like now than they were
Inst January, when, between infrequent storms,
women tempted fate in diaphanous gowns, and
the secalskin coat became a burden. Easter
Sunday saw much Spring gear; and, though
uot a few people denied themselves the publie
consolations of religion because milliners do
sometimes disappoint, lilaes, roses and erisp

the average wan, diniug at his elub on pale

innediately seattered over the earth for farm-

light-hued cravat aud creamy wloves. Dut all

o distracted incompletencss; for, though the
Winter is over and gone, the lark declines to
watrble aweet on the spray, aml she lLas an
injured senss of having nothiog to wear.
I'be male creaturs, too, is conscions that hs
Winter coat is tinged with a suspicion of un-
fitness ; underncath is hidden & &ogeestion of
shabbioess that shrinks from exposirs 1o the
tardy Spring, He dalliea over the delicate
cassimeres  that would by  burdensoms in
August, but simzly pheamatic now. e
ctinzs affectionately to his overcoal as to an
old friend; but it irks him a litte that he
cannot honorably shed it,  And in these eold,
damp days, when belles und beaux agres thit
the weatiwer is * perfcetly horeid,” hundreds
of our brothers and sisters lament fust the
threadbare garments which scarecly coverad
them through tie mild Winter are insuflicient
for the chilly Spring. These, long hnoyed np
by the hope of wurmor days eoming, look
dolefully at the prospect through their looped
and windowed raggedness,

The vernal banquet is promise rather than
fruition; it is suggestion rather than reality ;
althongh the carcful housekesper, scauning
present prices, may think it very real. Yot
green pens, economically considered, are the
immature seedlings of next year, the promise
of another generation—so to speak. And what
is lamb but a playful forerunner of the
antumupal mutton and the suceulent saddle
which shall eoldly furnish forth December
lunchieon tables? This aromas of promise is all
there is of tho Spring of which lamb and
peas are the ushers. Ever since the world
began, it has been the fashion of the poets to
sing the praises of Spring—with a cold m iho
head, But the history of the humuan race has
been one long protest against the gentls frand.
Even Coleridge, in Chvistabel, eomplains that
“ Spring comes late np this way ;" and, thres
centuries ago, Ronsard prayed, * God shield

“thee, Easter daisies” It i3 an  old
atory, Spring is late this year. It is late
every year. As regulmly asd  the  scasons

revolve, it is a matter of remark in the
vernal equinox thet this 1s an unusaally
backward season, In faet, it is as periodically
unnsnal as the wilting heat of Summer or the
severe cold of Winter, both of which are an-
nual topics of wonder to the Oldest Inhab-
itant. Novertheless, with all their drawbacka
and irritations, the Spring months never pre-
tended to have anything to recommend them
but their notice of the coming of warmer daya
and kinder skies. We should rob life of half
its enjoyment if we insisted on seizing the core
of things u3 we go along. The robin, for ex-
ample, is only a faney, an aoticipation of
something else to come. Personally, he 18 a
naisanee ; gastronomically, he is a very indif-
ferent bird; nevertheless, poets have glorified
him always, and his associations are chicty
msthetie and sentymental. For this he is
tolerated—even weleomed,  So practical neoplo
who have to do with bonds, stocks, and daily
pewspapers may Jook up te the gray sky,
where the elangor of the wild geese pro-
claims  the heart of Winter broken, and
feel that the promise of pleasanter days
is  hounestly made. March, Apnl, and
May, like lamb and peas, are only
suggestions. It is foolish to crush the evanes-
cent charm of the time by trying to grasp it.
It is unjust to blame these mon'hs for their
unexpected rigor; 1t should not be unexpeeted.
By and by, when the fieree heats of the dog-
days are upon us, we shall be sorry for the
hard things we have said of this season, Let
us be patient. April was never June; it never
will be.

Tt ia announced that the Meteorological Commite
tea of the Board of Trade of London lave decided ta
retnrn to the use of the storm sigonls of Adwiral
Fitzroy. Those signals, which have for some yvara
past, sinee the death of that eminent motoorologist,
heen discontinued, gave formerly groat satisfaction
to those directly interested in the navigation of the
sea; although many landsmen wers found whe
harped upon the occasionnl mistakes that occurred.
The success of Admiral Fitzroy and the neeessity
of a similar work to secure the safety of the ship-
ping in American ports, had great weight with (on-
gress in the deliberations incident to the establish-
ment of the system of storm warnings of the Army
Weather Bureau, Indeed, thesystem of Admital Fitz-
roy Lias been so far followed that there is not now
throughout the civilized world a single seaport of
any importance that does not provide for the pre-
diction of approaching storms us carefully ss it
provides for the preservation of its channels or the
maintenance of efficient light-honses.  In Great
Dritain the plan adopted is to let the Government
provide the meteorological ubservers, the telegraphy
and the astorm predictions; while the individual
seaports provide for the display of the warning
signals. By this arrangement tho expense of the
system is very uniformly distributed. In this
conntry the army provides for all the expenses, in-
cluding the signals: an arrangement that incrosses
vorv materially the necessary appropristions
made by Congress; bot that is said to msure
more perfect performmance of the work. In one
point, however, the English system is manifestly su-
perior to our own, viz: in that the signal adopted in
that country indicates the direction from which the
approaching gale is expected to blow. Itis well
known that the signal displayed at New-York tells
us merely that high winds are expected, but givea
us no further hint as to gheir charneter, whether they
are to come from the North, South, East or West.
Many a vessel is consequently detained for foar less
a north-enst wind is approaching, only to tind that
the gale is a westerly one and would have been
Lelpful had she pat out to sea, It surely cannot bo
that the Signal Office has not the information neces-
sary to justify the display of such signals as are
used in England. Would it not be an improvement
1f throughout the world a uniform system of storm
signals should he adopted sueh as the English system,
which is alrcady well knawn and highly appr ociated?
2

Some indiscreet friend or subtle enemy of the
Hon. John A. Bingham, United States Minister to
Japan, published in @ Washington mewspaper an

extraet from a private letter written by the Minister.

The quotation duly found its way back to Japan,

and, us 1t asserted that English inflience wits de-

clining in that Empire, it scems o have created »

great stir among the foreign residents, who, on

acconnt of the smallness of their numbers and their

isolated position, constitutea very cxcitable Little

Pedlington indeed. The Japan Mail, the organ of

the pro-British party, wakes Judge Dinghaods art-

less gossip the text for a tremendous editorial

worusher,! which id amusingly in excess of the

demaods of the oecasion. Wo must confoss that the

patural thing to expeet would be the publication of

the Minister's contidential reports to the Stale

Department, But in this instance the sin, such as

it was, consisted in Judge Bingham's trusting hie

grude ugtivns of Lhings to a private correspoudont.



