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has gustained noinjury whatever. False starts
bave driven some of the best horses from
Monmonth Park ; the origimating of false ru-
mors ought to result in expelling some of the
worst turfmen from the Saratoga course.
N

Few of our citizens whose business has not
ealled them to that neichborhood are aware
of the extent of the work that has been ear-
ried on for more than a year past under the
name of the Fonrth Avenue Improvement,
being the sinking of the tracks of the 1arlem
and 1udson River Railways, from Forty-see-
ond-st, to and above Harlem, below the grade
of the city streets. The amount of labor and
of money that has been expended in this im-
provement SUTPasses the ordinary coneeption
of what this work was intended to be, and

| has been the daily wonder of passengers over

all the roads going out of the city in that

' divection, The full deseription of the work

mven elsewhere will be read with interest,

That seems to have been a very practicable
proposition on the part of the Philadelphia
capitalists who sat down in front of the
problem how to revive American commerce
when they said, parodying a well-known and
well-worn phrase, “The way fo revive our
“gommeree i8 to revive it.” The manner in
which the sturdy Philadelplians put  their
plan in practical operation and set afloat,
withont fuss or flarry, o fleet of sea-going
gteamers, is well told in the letter of our Phila-
delphia  correspondent.  There is, for those
who can seo and read and profit by it, a
short, sharp lesson for the capitalists of other
cities in this hittle story. Has New-York any-
thing to learn from it ?

P e

Mr. Tilton publishes another letter. Withont
approaching the merits of the controversy
which My, Tilton scems by some sirange
fatuity to rejoice in, we may #ay that this
gentleman is a8 much too public and econ-
spicnons  as  Mr. Beecher has by some
been thought  too  retieent and  gelf-con-
tained in all this matter. Mr. Beecher once
illnstrated a politeal sitaation by a story
whieh became elassie, concerning a * Dog
“ Noble,” It was a reflection upon the tribe
which seems never to have been forgiven,
Perhaps it was right he should be worried.
And vet—and yet—isu't barking nuder his
window a small revenge? Mr. Tilton is too
voeal, He disturbs the public and furoishes

no facts,
—————— =

One of the causges which have led to the re-
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Av altempt was made to assasainate Prince Biswarek ;

14, 1874

hoe was stightly wounded in the band, The nssailant,
wien arrested, was foand 1o have p poem on his person
Luudatory of the Pope, === In the British Howse of Conl-

wons Mr. Disrsell opposod a resolution of Mr. Gladstone's
in regand to the regolation of publie worship., = In
Bpain the Kepoblicans bave boen sucecessiul inan en-
gugement with the Carilsra pear Bilbao, === The
Amorican, Dockray, hus becn scutencad to death by the
Bpanish puthorities In Cata,

A resorvoir on Middleficld Brook, in Hampshire
County, Mass, burst Bunday afteruvoon, sweoping away
suother reservoir, twelve bridges, four manufactories
and several Louses; ne lives are reportod Jost, e=
Gon. Pope has written o letter showing that the Kansas
frontier s liued with troopa foi the protectivu of the
scttlers from the Indians,

The eounsel for the convicted Police Commissioners
attempted i valu to bave direetions given to the Grand
Jury not to indict their clieuts, === It was sald that
chariges would be brought agalnst Comnlssioner Diaven-
port for arbitrary arresis 1wo years ago, s== Tue
Orangemen lad u guiet excursion to Tuna Island, e=—=
The investigation in regard to the mental coudition of
Kate Stoddard wis begun. === Gold, 100§, 109, 100}
Tuerwomoter, 80°, 46°, 73°

Tue Trinvxe Recarra Extea published this
morning will contain the programme for the
week of College Races at Saratoga; a series
of letters giving a full description of each
crew while in practice ; a map of the course ;
the programme for the University Ruce; the
laws of the race as recently amended; a com-
plete tabmlar statement of the age, weight,
and hight of the individual members of the
crew, with measurements of the biveps and
forearm ; and mneh other matter servieeable
in forming an estimate of the comparative
merits of the crews, a3 well as of general in-
werest in connection with the College Races.

———

Another step in the Geneva Award caze has
been taken in the oflicial announcement by
the Secretary of State to the Attorney-Gen-
eral of the appointment of Messrs. Wells of
Mich., Porter of Penn., Baldwin of Iowa, and
Raynor of N. C., as the Commission under
the act passed near the close of the last ses-
gion to adjust the actual undisputed losses by
the Alabawa aund other Rebel eruisers,

————

The offcnse for which an attempt is now fo
be made to pumsh Commissioner John I,
Davenport was committed nearly two years ago,
It was a gross oflense against the liberty of
person, and was denounced at the time as an
outrage. We do not kvow what additional
evidence may blacken the deed into w crime
which demands punishment, but we are not
sorry that an effort is waking to bring the
offcnder to trial.

A juvenile eye or hand more or less is of
little econsequence to the Assistant Aldermen
compared to the privilege of ecelebrating
the National Birthday after the fashion
prevadling with youth. A resolution look-
fng to the abolition of the nuisanee was yes-
terday lwd over until the next Fourth of
July, when a few score accidents may pos-
#ibly induce more sensible legislators to tuke
up and pass it,

The first case of lunacy tried under the new
Lunacy law of this State, yesterday, resulted in
the consignment to an asylum of the woman who
lately killed her children in Brooklyn. The
evidence submitted in the case of Kate Stod-
dard, the murderess of Churles Goodricl,
points to a similar disposal of her to-day.
There geems to be no doubt of this woman's
guilt, but the legal proof is probubly mot ob-
tainable, and the Distriet-Attorney wisely dis-

poses of the case in this mauner,
i

It is announced that Tom Bowling will
run at Saratoga. It was suspected on the
first mention of his hurt that the story wns a
gambler’s fiction to make the horse sell low
in the pools. When he appears on the Sara-
twka course it will doubticss be fouud (bat ho

eent Indian ontbreaks is said to be not far
different from that which sets on foot most of
the more eivilized murders which take place
in the streets and tencment-houses of  the
metropolis, to wit, drugged lignor sold to
suvages, The only difference is that in most
cases in the metropolis they forget to lift the
sealps. But the canse and provoeation and all
the other elements are pretty much the sawme.
The Border settlers we observe are making a
disturbanee about 1, and they go so far as to
say that the sale of lignor onght to be
stopped. We have had tentative steps in that
direction here, But then, merey on us, there
are more of usg here and we can better atlord

to luse once in a while one,
= Ctle

Brooklyn still hesitates to sign bonds for the
completion of the East River Bridge until
New-York gives some guarantee that it will
assume at least one-third the cost. New-York
must help to build the bridge; and the bill
pessed ut Albany is probably the best com-
prowise we shall get, for it rids the enter-
prise of the men who have almost wrecked
it,  But while Brooklyn is insisting on
guarantees, New-York should demand that none
of the former active managers of the Bridge
Ring in Brookiyn saould be repominated to
represent the city.  Unfortunately, Mayor
Hunter ig largely inflnenced personally by the
interests which favor these very reappoint-
ments, and some of his best friends fear that
this influence may be exercised to the disad-
vantage of the two eitics and the detriment
of the enterprise.  Mr. Vanee and Mr, Green,
who have this matter wirtually in charge,
need to be very careful that the old Ring
does not capture the work in spite of them,

; 4

Hard upon the hecls of the terrible Mill
liver disaster comes intellizgence of the break-
ing away of another dam in Masssehusetts, on
the line of the Boston and Albany Railroad,
thirty miles north-west of Springfield, This
time there was providentially no loss of life,
the hero of the hour having given the threat-
ened inhabitants ample warning of the coming
flood ; but property was destroyed to the value
of sbout balf a million dollars, Four manu-
factories, twelve bridges, and two or three
houses have been destroyed, and the country
over which the flood poured has been stripped
of vegetation jin much the same manner as
Mill River VuFoy was devastated a few weeks
ago. The reservoirs which gave way seem to
Lave been construeted in a most simple and
primitive fashion, with no attempt at engi-
neering or anything bat a mere boy's play
of throwing down dirt to block up the water.
The excuse for it is that it was done 35 or 40
years ago, when people knew little of hy-
draulics and supposed water was as innocent
in reservoirs as in rain-drops. It would secm
as though enongh bad boen learned of the
danger of these mud and clay gtroctutes to
forbid the owners of such reservoirs from
risking their lives and property on the
strength of mere mud walls, but it appears
they trusted that what had stood so long
would lust forever, and they have paid the
penalty in a portion of the loss which bas
fallen npon the community,

THAT EfGi.

Just before the adjournment of Congress
Messrs, Dawes and Gartield put forth o gort
of subdued claim to ceconomy in behalf of the
party in power. What they said i8 not of
much cousequence,  Stull, as the elections are
coming on, it is important that the people
ghould know in what direction the expenses
of the Government are tending. We have
not been able to discover any signs of econ-
omy in the public expenditures, but we pro-
ceed to give our readers the facts and they
may search for themselves, Where there are
thousands of leaks it i3 no great matter if two
or three of them are stopped, especially if half
a dozen new ones are started, or half a dozen
old ones grow bigger,

We, in the first place, invite the reader's
attention to the actual expenditures of the
last four fisenl years. The amoonts are exclu-
sive of the interest on the Public Debt and
preminms on bonds purchased, and include
ouly the deticiency in the Postnaster-General's
department :

Year ended Juze 30, 1571
Toar endad Juve J0. [=
Year ended Jane 30, 1574
Yeur doded Juss 30, 1874 .ooreinnnn PRANTCTRIN VT )

The expenditures tor 1874 are given in round
numbers, but the amonnt stated will differ but

#1487 583 227 54
163,301,450 19
150 4850140 )

litde fow the ollvial feures tv by progented

by the Secretary of the Treasury in his sn-
nual report next Decomber.  The comparison
we have, then, is between §210,000,000 for the
two vears ended June 80, 1872, and #360,000,-
000 for the two years ended June 30, 1874, The
inerease is 50,000,000, or sixfeen per cent.
This surpasses the growth of wealth and
population, and i3 even somewhat ahead of
the increase in the quantity of paper money,
At this rate the expenditures would double
every ten years, and by the year 1900 would
excerd a thousand million dollars a  year.
The most loyal mind would hesitate for at
least another century before ealling this sort
of progress economy.

But Messrs, Dawes and Garfield and Speaker
Blaine do not exactly claim the merit of econ-
omy, They say that this XLITIId Congress
ab its first aession has laid an cgg, which, if
not addled at the second session of this self-
game XLIIId Congress, will hateh ont the
chicken, Keconomy. They “ point with pride”
to this egg. Looking back a few years we
see the shells of several such eggs, out of
which no such fladgling as economy has ever
proceeded, bat only a salphuous smeil. A
very fino looking egg was that left in the
straw by the XLIIA Congress, first session,
That Congress at that session appropriated
nearly ten million dollars less than did the
Congress which has just adjonrned, and two
or three millions less than its predecessor, the
XLlat Congress, at its second session,  Yet the
embryo Economy perished long before the shell
was eracked, and the expenses of the fiscal
year over which this bird of an extinet
species was to have hoverad like a gnardian
angel, ran twenty-seven million dollars ahead
of the year proceding! Two years ago, Mr.
Dawes, Mr. Garfield, Speaker Blaine, and
nearly every one elso who was running for
office on the same ticket with President Grant,
saw a bird of most lustrons plumage inside of
that snowy egz, marked “Economy,” which
the XL1Id Congress had left in the manger.
But what really camo out of 1t7 The sicken-
ing Salary Grab, whose sulphurous stench still
fills the land, having outlasted the gunpowder
fumes of two celebrations of the National
anniversary. And yet the old birds are agaia
cackling!

We may as well recognize the faet that one
of the gerions misfortunes in our political sys-
tem is that we nlways have one irvesponsible
geacion of Congress, Noxt December half the
present members will be within three months
of their final retirement; the other hall will
bee sure of two years more beyoud the 4th of
Mareh, Either eirenmstance tends to make the
average Congressman reckless; but those who
have already suffered defeat, eithier in the Con-
ventions or at the polls, ave especially templed
to the most protligate prodigality, The last
seasion of every Congress is full of danger to
the country, and not luss to the parly that is
responsible for it

A FIRE-PROOF CHANCELLOR,

Prince Bismarck seems to be receiving a
quite unnecessary baptism of fire,  He saw
the burning of a good deal of gunpowder in
Lis youth as a soldier, had his share of doels,
took part in two great wars, which after pre-
paring in the Cabmet he saw throneh in the
ficld, and yet all these experiences have not
exhausted his tability to * pay with his per-
“ gon,” as the Freneh say, for his devotion to
his political ideas. It seems to be a common
phasa of fanatical exaliadion in Germany and
elzewhere to take o shiot at prople in anthonty,
and no one in the world offers just now so
ghining a mark as the Prinee of Bismarek-
Schoenhausen. Even when young Blind came
up from South Germany to put an end to the
existence which ho thought menaced the in-
dependence of his country, Bismarck was a
far logs conspienous personality than at presceat,
sinee he has united Germany, conquered France,
and is now engaged in the most gigantic of
all his enterprises, the attempt to secularize
religion in the German Empire. 1f it were not
for this last enterprise his popmlarity wonld
be simply unbouwled. The success which has
attended his colossal sehemes for the unilica-
tion and aggrandizement of hia country has
been such as to dazele and strike dumb even
the most critical and andacious of the Liber-
als. A few wstrains of the Waekt am Rhein
will turn the head of the most serions of
German scholars or thinkers, and set him to
shouting with more loyalty than logic his flel
Dir! to the Emperor who typifies German
glory, Although Bismarck has sedulonsly
encouraged this worship of the Kuiser, there
is enongh also of the popular enthusiasm to
make him a universal favorite, it it were not
that his attitude of opposition to the Catholie
Lierarchy bas gmned him the savage eomity
of a large portion of the population. Tt is
undonbiedly this motive which inspired the
attempt st assassivation yesterday at Kissin-
gen; as our dispatches state that Kullmann
wius a devout Catholie, and earnestly inter-
ested in the clerical eanse.

But the great Chancellor seems to be re-
gerved for work which reqnires his presence
in this world. The attack of Blind was made
with eingular amd persistent fory, Ie ap-
proached Bismarck in his walk, and when
almost touching him, he empiied his revolver
with rapidly repeated shots, and although he
perforated his clothing he dud not serateh his
person, So remarkable was the Count's eseape
that it was reported that he wore a coat of
mail, and a French paper wittily styled him a
Rlindd statesman, This time it appears that
only a single shot was fired, and that one
with much better aim than any of Blind's, as
it struck the hand with which the Chancellor
wis acknowledging the greeting of the erowd,
It is a singular instance of his cool adroitness
that he continued his drive, and then visited
the assassin in jail, doubtless to see what
politieal protit could be made from the abor-
tive crime.

Of course it would be unjust and foolizh to
accuse a great community of complicity with
the erime of a single fanatic, But history is
full of such instances of folly and injustice,
and it is scarcely possible that the cause ot
the Catholie bhierarchy, now engaged in a
desperate struggle with the Cabinet of the
Emperor, shonld not suffer more or less hy
this pistol shot. The contest has already
reachied a point where publie opinion is of
the utmost value to either side. The action
of the Government 18 now directed to inducing
the Catholio laity to consider for themselves
the matters at issne, Jn  cases  where
pulpits are vacant through the passive dis-
obedience of the priests, the people are tanght
that the churches belong to them and that
they ought not to be deprived of religions in-
struction on aceount of the factions opposition
of the clergy to rightful authority., Opn the
other hand, of eourse, the elergy maintain that
they nre only doing their duty to God and the
Clareh in refusing to obey unholy and nsarp-
ing laws, It will be fatal, not only to the
bierarchical supremacy of the Chureh bat also
to the clerical influenco among the people, if

e Goveruwent party can suceved in uspress-

ing the Catholic masses with the view of thefx
rights which we have mentioned. At such a
timo every incident whieh tells upon public
opinion has its inportance, and this affair can
hardly fail to ba used with some effeel.

Meanwhile, the great world, which takes no
violent partisan share in the bitter ccclesinsti-
eal warfare now raging in Germany, will be
heartily glad that chance or passion so de-
ranged the aim of the assassin yesterday as to
preserve a life in which the world has great
interest.  We need not sympathize with Prince
Bismarek either in his beliefs or his schemes,
to appreciate the attraction of his singular and
powerful persouality. His foree, lns courage,
his practieal and far-secing vision, even those
eontradictions of character which are seen in
his brusque temper and  hLis devoted loyalty,
his frankness and his gaile, lis profound convic-
tions and his cynieal humor, his ancestral
pride and  his popular ways, hida enormons
phiysical  gtrength  and  his grave bodily
infirmities which often make the existenee of
the Cabinet depend upon the state of his
digestion—all these (hings have gained for
the German Warwick the personal interest
and regard of mankind, The hand raised
against him at Kissingen was doubtless in-
apired by the same spivit which nerved the
murderons arms of Ravaillae and Clément.
In saying we are glad it had not the same
siueerss, we would not think of comparing
Rismarck with 8o common a King as Henry
1L : and with all the admirvation which the
gallant Béarnais has excited in the minds of
posterity, we should hesitate to say that even
the death of Henry of Navarre was a matter
of sneh moment to Christendom as the murder
of Bismarck would be,

UNDERMINING THE BANKS

The business of banking has never been
earried on in the United States in snch a
manner as to give onr own people much last-
ing satisfaction, or the rest of mankind any-
thing they desmed worthy of imitation. Dut
bad as onr forimer systems have becn, our
present one, as modilied by the recent law,
i= likely to turn oat worse, We think this
opinion will be sustained by a briel sketeh of
the lezal provisiona relating to reserves, oon-
atderad in conneetion with the loading facts of
the finauecial sitwation,

1. By the present law, as interpreted by the
Controller of the Curreney, all the National
Danks in the United States, ontside the eities of
New-York, Boston,  Albauny, PP ladelphia,
Pittshurgh, Baltimore,  Washington, New-
Orleans, Louisville, Chicago, Cineinnati, Cleve-
land, Detroit, Milwankee, Leavenworth and
Saiat Londs, are relieved praciiestly fron any
obligation fto Keep @ reserve, Seme reserve
they mist have, or they cannot do business,
just as a retail storekeeper munst have some
cash in his till.  But the preseat lawfal re-
quirement does not exeeed, in the ease of any
conutry bauk, the smount of cash which the
bank will require to do its ordinary day's
work., A reserve, bowever, ia something laid
by for extraordinary emergencies, and i this
sense of the world no reserve is now requirad
to be kept by any conntry bank, Five per
cent in greenbacks is reguired to be Kept in
the United States Treasury for the redemption
of the eirenlation, bnt this is wholly insecos-
sible for reserve purposes, and it is absurd to
eall it by that name,

2, We have seon that no reserve is required
by law to be kept by the couniry banks. Sineo
those banks are neawly two thousand in num-
ber, amd are inereasing, and already  hold
deposita to the amount of nearly three hnndred
willion dollurs, the question is an hmportant
one :—will the conntry banks hold a sale re-
gervel Public opinion, it i3 trwe, is more ef-
fective than law as a regulator of the banking
business, Bat public opinion, to be worth
anything for this purpose, must fivst have been
well diseiplined in the school of experience.
From all the comments we rewd on the new
eurrency act we judze that publie opinion on
the question of bank reserves is in 4 very un-
enlightened state, Congress has virtually told
the banks to  * release their reserves,” The
people, at all events in the South and Weat,
confidently expect the reserves to be released,
We conclude that public opinion will not be
effective in eompelling the conntry banks to
maintain a safe reserve,

8, Will self-interest be effective in compel-
ling the banks to atford adequate protection to
their depositors T It is evident that the more
money a bank lends the greater arve its profits,
and the more money it keeps idle in the shape
of & reserve, the less its profits,  The natural
disposition of men is to be buoyant and Lope-
ful, rather than cantions and distrustful. The
history of banking in the United States is
sufficient of itself to prove the truth of this
observation.  The tendency will be for banks
to become less striet and to run eloser to what
the managers may consider the line of safety.
Then, too, it must uot be forgotten that this is
the land of broken promises, The public have
gradually acquived a disposition to deal kindly
with men who cannot keep their engagements.
For all the banks in the country to suspend
their payments occasionally is regarded as a
litrle awkward and inconvenient, but still as
an event which, in the ordinary course of things,
must be expeeted to happen,  People are told
that it is impossible for a bank to pay out at
onee all the money it owes, We are, in faet,
approaching a condition of things in which all
oblizations to pay money are in reality made
subject to the unexpressed proviso—"if con-
wpenient” The United States Treasury las set
this fashion, amd it has become vastly populur.
We conelide that a resolute purpose on the
part of bank managers to sustain their credit
at all times and under all eircumstances, can-
not be counted on to give the security which
is no longer required by law ; for in the first
place such a spirit never did distinguish the
majority of banks in this country, and in the
second place, the whole tendency of things
sinee the war has been to discourage the growth
of such a sentiment.

We do not, of course, in the present temper-
ate frame of the public mind, look for
any bad consequenees immediately, We sim-
ply wish to state that the facilities for orig-
inating and sustaining for a considerable pe-
riod & new development of the speculative
mania, whatever form it may take, are now
complete, The banks have full liberty to con-
tribute to their utmost power to the develop-
ment of whatever madoess may next selze
hold of the people. 8till, we desire expressly
to disclaim and discourage the idea that there
is to be auy hurry about the business, We
must wait until the spirit moves us, The
memories of 1873 must first grow a little dim,
When a grand display of fireworks 18 ap-
pointed to take place, tedious preparations
must be made. The pieces must be set up
with great eare and everything elaborately
arranged  beforeband.  Finally, the whole
world, great and small, must wait until dark-
ness comes on, So it is with the grand fizz-
bang of the wheels, rockets, blue fire, volea-

nogs, &¢. geb up by Qoogress, Doubtless |

J l most of ns will live to aee the show, enjoy it
keenly too, and foot the bill,

MAYOR AND PRESIDENT.

Tha enormous obstinacy with which Mr.
Havemeyer elings to his disgraced favorites
has provoked such choruses of smazement and
indignation from every political faetion—Tam-
many and the Custom-house roaring in nni-
son, and all the ontside organizations striking
up in tune—that one might be pardoned for
believing the conduct of the Mayor to be abso-
lutely without parallel or pallintion. But in
truth e nas done no worse than his betters.
Newspapers and politieal managers who are
now most bitterly incensed at his “ outrage-
“ons deflance of public sentiment” forget
that it is only a few weeks sinee
they applanded  in  another  oflicer the
very same behavior which they now condemn
in the Mayor of New-York. Of course it wonld
bo absurd to think of Mr. Havemeyer learning
anything at this period of his eareer; hnt if
we could imagine him to be a teachable person
it would ocenr to us at onee that he had been
taking lessons of the President of the United
Sintos. Several of the President’s nppoiatecs
—~the Secretary of the Treasury, for instanee,
the Assistant Seeretay, the Solicitor, the Gov-
ernorof the District—were convieted of offenses
that forfeited their titles to office. But Gen.
Grant  would  not  remove them, and
when  at  last  they were foreed to
petive by circumstances over which neither
he wuor they had any control, he -
stantly defied publie sentiment by reappoint-
ing the worst of them. Mr, Richardson, re-
moved one might say by foree from the See-
vetaryship of the Treasury on account of gross
incompetency, wits honored with o seat on the
benels of the Court of Claims. Mr. Shepherd,
expelied in disgrace from the Governorship of
the Dstrict, with a stigma upon his charae-
tor, was immediately nominated chief of the
commission created to administer the affairs
of the District ad interim.  These were bold
affronts to the decent sense of mankind ; but
Gen, Girant had  been led on to them by
o lonz course of Hattery and subserviency
from his political supportera,  They had ap-
pladed appointments oaly u very little worse ;
they had praissd the President’s devotion to
fricnds in misfortune; they had spuken of
his generosity as if offices were his to give
away at pleasure, just as kings disiribute
titles and decorations. They hardly venturad
to criticise the scamdilons advancement of
Mr. Richardson, and even when they remon-
strated against the reappointment of Shep-
berd, they spoke with bated breath and ges-
tures of humble deprecation.

Mr. Havemeyer pow imititea Gen. Grant,
Why should not the Mayor have his personal
favorites a3 well as the President?  Why
should not the Custom-honse chant praises to
his generosity also?  Just as the President
thought Richardson was a great finaneier, anil
anbori a model collector, and Shepherd the
prinee of good fellows, so the Mayor donbiless
persuades himself that Gardner and Charlick
are the parest of politicians and ablest of ad-
ministrators. Courts to the contrary notwiih-
standing, he does not think they have done
any great wrong, and if they bave, he means
to forgive it. He told our reporter the other
day that Gardner and Charlick were men of
fumnly, whose children * wonld have been dis-
“ graced by the conviction of their parents,”
and he * did w't propose to have them sufler

“in that way." His action, he added,
was  prompted by ¢ generosity,” and he
would aect in  the same woay again  if

he ever had a chanee,  Well, if the President
may be generous with what does not belong
to him, we do not see why the Mayor should
not follow Lis example. The appueinting
power is committed to Presidents and other
functionaries for the benelit of the publie,
and when they use it to assuage the wounded
feelings of individuals, or to patch up dam-
aged reputations, or to reward their sapper
table comrades and aneient gossips, they are
guilty of a breach of trust which calls for the
severest and plamest censure. But the faction
which eleeted Mayor Havemeyer has never
tanght this lesson. On the contrary, it vir-
tually compelled Lim to make his appoint-
ments upon false priveiples, and it has ne
reason to be angry that he should earry ont
his instructions to their legitimate consequence.

A CASE OF BEWIITCHERY.

This foolish old world is wvery tenacions of
its notions, and especially of its notions of the
supernatural. A Tale of Wonder incredible
as any of Monk Lewis's importations from
Germany, is read with an attention and inter-
est which trne history seldom inspires, An
event need be only out of the common conrse
to insnve its respeciful consideration. We
are all delighted as children trembling over a
fairy tale or a goblin narrative, when any-
thing unaccountable comes to us in our morn-
ing newspaper. The journalist knows this
when he is of the sensational sort, as too
often he is, and so he prints a great deal
more than he is ready to voneh for, with the
unanswerable comment that “ there are more
* things in heaven and earth than are dreamt
“ of in our philosophy, Horatio,”

The world, as a world, long ago eontempt-
uonsly disearded witcheraft, consigning it, as
useful sort of nonscuse, to the poets and the
tale-makers.  Onr contempt for the Salem
people wio huvg old women and pressed
Giles Corey to death is unbounded. Still, if
one person credits the superstition now, why
should it not have been eredited by a whole
community then 1 Nobody, however ignorant
amd credulons, nurses an isolated and abso-
lutely peenliar faith,  We mentioned the other
day the lingering love of the superstitions and
incredible among the colored people of the
South. We may sveer at them, bat they are
no more contemptible than maoy a white man
or woman, possibly intelligent and well edu-
atedd, who believes that a bit of magnetized
iron carried 1o the pocket will cure the rheu-
matismy, or that a muttered charm will remove
warts, lere is a case which comes to us from
Michigan. It is that of an honest farmer liv-
ing near Conner's Creek, who, for five long
and miserable years, ias fancied himself to be
“bewitched "—to be under the dreadful intln-
ence of an old woman, So long ago she came
to a house at which he was visiting to beg,
and was addressed by him in a way which pro-
voked her wrath, Then and there she cursed
him, but he laughed her maledictions to scorn.
Ie went home to his farm, thinking no more
of so absurd & matter; but one duy, while
sworking in his field, he suddenly began to
scream and to shout and to behave generally
like a vociferous lunatie. The old hag had
taken possession of him, and especially of lus
vocal organs. For five years he has coutinued
thus to bellow and to shrick, only keeping si-
lence when his exhausted voice failed him, It
is easy to see that he must be an unpleasant
inmate of the house, Nowand then he isexcep-
tionally silent, sulky and morose, but roaring is

e rule. &t (be dite of th Lus{ Foport b yas

thought to be Aving from sheer wearines,
Then he was unabi* even to whisper, but sjy
“his ehest rose and fel, like a pair of hellows»
His friends, knowing the Story of the ol .
man's enrse, ars as cred11oUs as  he
and have made several attemp.'s 1 find hep,
anid to beg or bribe her into remoy. /02 the bay,
Bt the tronblesome old Indy has war, dored o
into infinite space, and 150t to be fon A It
is like the plot of a novel. It reninds ons of
that frighttul picce of poetry about a wikeh,
which Charles Lamb printed in an anoual, and
which he facetiously tells nus frightencd a9
many mothers half to death.  No witch way
ever found when wanted, and very possibly
the Michigan lanatic is in his coflin as we arg
writing this, and quict enough at last,

The witches who do this eoarse and voeif.
erons sort of work are always very old and
very ugly—a fact which Sir Roger de Coverley
long ago discovered. We might make men-
tion of the mischicl wronght by the yonng
and the pretty ones, but as they generally do
not mean it, we forbear to expose the dear
ereatures to censure.  Most of us are be-
witched in one way or another, at one perind
or another of the variorum which wo call life,
It does u't matter much, after all, wiether it
is by a pretty face or an ngly one, such aa
Denner painted, or whether the hand which
is raised against us 15 white and plump or
yellow and skinny, like that of the old laly
who played the musehief with Wordsworth's
Harry Gill,  What is  written is  writton,
Every true life is only a perpetual struggle to
be free from some delusion, to wike from
onr dreams, and to extricate ourselves from
the meshes of self-deception. It is lucky for
those who love quiet that so few of us are
voeal in demonstrating onr hallueinations. I
overy one who hugs a cheat to his own do-
straetion made a Bashan bull of himselt like
the Michizan farmer, what a sonorous world
thus would be!

Crushed and misernhla, bleeding as to heart and
disturbed as to digestion, s young gentleman of
England hath songht damages from a danghter of
the sume noble land for breach of promise of mar-
vinge. Aftershe lad intimated that she would be
lis Own Oow he visited herand her papa at hee
papa’s house, and was struck by evidences of wealth
and grandenr that he did not expect. Like Mr.
George Sampon on the way to the bowers of loxury
at Harmon's, e was overcome by a scnse of his own
unworthiness. * If this is Carry's style at home,"”
L wrote, ** then George must give up real love and
retire from the field for want of goid dust.,” Then,
hike the magnanimons Lavinia Wilfer, Lis Carry

answered lier George, ** No, wy dearest and best, my

vew  lhome  does uot make the smallesd
jmpression  upon  my mind  as  regarda
worldly  motters;” and  so  George's  Leart

still more fiimly clung to that geatle being, Tha
gentlo being, however, after a wlitde grew tired of
geeing hier George and his letters, wherenpon her
dearest and best immediately found that 1t was
“ pain to eat,” and got a medical man to confirm his
opinion.  Convineed that an application of gold dust
wonld be good for his complaint, he brought suit
against his Carry, and exhibited all the kind and
tlattering letters she had written him. She based
her defense chiefly on the statement that her papa
hind at no time given his consent,  But this did not
gave bor 3 toneled by the unsolfish nobility of the
man in prodacing her love letters, and burning with
a fiendish destre to avenge the wrongs of their sex as
represented  in him, the jory dnstantly aod
trinmphantly awarded hin in damages the glitters
ing sum of—one furthing.
PG N

We are sorry not to reccive & better acconnt of the
operation of the Loeal Option law in San José, Cal,
where, we have no doubt, some kind of temperance
influence is greatly needed. The ladies, who have
been active in supporting the law bhave not been
quite ununimous among themselves, having had
certain natural tiifs and misanderstandings and ex-
plosions, Then before thoe veting on the subyeet,
thore wasn't what you might eall a harmonious
state of feeling, and a great many animosities which
promise to e permanent were engendered, Soel
relations were embittered; and there was a deal of
bad spirit, malignant temper, and unehristian and
unchartable feeling. This 18 only a repetition some-
what intensified, of our old experionees. It seoms
wlmost impossiblo to manage this particular reform
in o charitable and catbolic way. The rum-soilers
think that they are perseented; the rum-drinkera
deem thewr personal nghts invaded; while the tem-
perance peaple are 8o sure that the secret of social
hapriness is contained in their particnlar reform,
that they are apt to grow impatient and unreasona-
ble and sometimes illogical, when the utility of all
their methods is, however mildly, in the least
doubted. Total Abstinence, as its natne implies, is
altogether uncompromising, and Probibition 18
nearly so. Every reformer thinks Lis special way
infallible, which is one reason, no doubt, why reform
mwakes so little real progress.

it R A0

Tt may be snconraging to dogs reading the news-
papers, if in these dark days of canine perscention
they seck such eonsolation, to know that ar the Dog
Show at the Crystal Palace, London, 1,157 of their
brethren and sisters were exhibited, admired, and
honored with prizes, Notwithstanding the natural
excitement of such an occasion, not oue of the
beantiful and faitbful creatures went mad, nor was
a single one of them subjected to the indignity of »
muzzle, These, however, were the autoerats of the
race, cared for tenderly, regulatly fed, and washed
and combed ; yet here, even these pets and darlings
might not have escaped the tauk, the gas, and tho
death agony.

e
Geological processes lave always been slow, and
we do not see why * a noted geolugist " shiould be in
a hurry. A scientist of this sort in the employ of
the Government, Mr. Edward E. Howell, arriving
one day last week at Rochester on his way to jom
an exploring expedition in the West, jumped from
the train to save himself a long walk, and came face
down upon a beautiful pile of stones, of the various
kinds dear to the geological heart, He saluted these
relies of anclent eras so affectionately that his face
was badly etched, and looked like a map of ereation
just atter the flood, We like sclence; Lut close
study of this sort hardly seems necessary, or desic=
able if the race of geologists is to be perpotuated.
e

The miseralile selfishness of some follows is enough
to make & mon ashamed of his sort. 5o much as
they do expeet when they are selecting a wifel
Fool down in Florida, for instance!  He advertises
for & wife, aod he lets the public know that she
must be nowe of your *common duins.”  Luprimis,
shie must have o cow.  Also a good feather bed, with
ecomfortable linens, Likewise $500 iy good, genuing
greenbacks.,  Sho must comprebiend the whole ard
and mystery of tending children,  Small-pox she
must hove had, and also measles, Sineencly we
hope that this Florida donkey will be swindled.

—_———

We regret to say that the most recent and thrille
ing zoblogical story is tragical, A cat in Massa-
chiusetts bereaved of her young adopted a set of hitle
muskrats, When their eyes woere opened, and they
saw what kind of mother fate had bestowed upon
them, they so londly complained that the bonevolent
cat became both hungry and indiguaut, and ate
every one of them,

Mr. Henry Minstrel of Savannah is reported to
have walked into a court-room with his pistol in his
band, and with the intention in his heart of shooting
the whole dozen of jurymen. Unfortunately, twelve
revolyers got shead of the Minstrel, and hus last lay
was when they laid bim in the cold and sileut toml

o —————

Clairborne, County, Miss,, has been sxitated by
the marriage of & young white lady to the Hon.
Hawkins Smith, colored Representative of the sud

couatr, Tho bEidg belguen 19 qos of tha wmoat rw



