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NOTES ON EDUCATION.

The Indiaus counties have a total school
apportioniicnt for this year of #8460,208 80,

There is talk in Towa about abolishing the
office of County Superintondent of Sebools, leaving the
supervision of the schoals to the loenl saihorities.

Nebraska is said to have more than 2,500,
OO0 aeres of land sot apart as a permanent endowment
of the public sehiools,.  Thoee school landa sold thins fer
have yielded an average of 87 50 an sere,

Harvard has received a bequest of $£140,000
from Mre J. W, Sever, of Boston, of which siin $100,000
 for o bailding to e calied Sever Hall, 20,000 for the
Library, and £20,000 for purposes not specifled.

Superintendent Stoue, of Springfield, Mass.,
wisely bolds that mueh of rhe perplexitis of urithmetie
are of sl vialoe se study, snd of no valae at all o
praetieal life; and that there is too mueh  parsing,
analysls apd humbng geuerally about the study of
grammar as it s now commonly taught. =

The people of Cleveland are said to com-
plain that reading and dpolling are oo miueh negleeted
in the schools of that elty. One of the crithes iotes o
reported saying of Prestdent Ellots: * I & child can
read, write and epel] eovreetly, and ls versed fn the sl
ence of numbers, he has already a good edneation.”

Superintendent  Shattuck, of Denver, suys—
whut ought Lo be bul is not apparoni 10 every oue—1 bl
whenover the people want tenchers with brains to tralp
their chlldren, and are willing to pay for such, the
Driatus will be found fortheoming. When the rarnl pojai-
Iation take toto their inner eonsciousness thls taet—tha
aachivol of one month nnder a teacher who is really and
truly apt to teach, i shsolately worth wore than rix
months under & medioere—then the order will go forth,
“Iucapables to the rear,” and they will benr amd obey.

The Rev. Dr. Mayo, of Springfield, says that
pot one of cur teachers i ten g had auy speciul trai-
tog for thelr work. A most thorough sujpw evishom over
our schoola is most neecessary, free from politionl infln-
ence. Behool Loards in eities should be reduced to ol
mittecs of & workile gize, A comnty and State system
of superviston should be fustitn‘ed.  The Weat Ix out’

stripping Now-Engluud in educational progeess, heeaise
they employ & systemn of supervisors who are beld to a
strict acconntability for results,

The teaching of some pablic schools has
been (lustrated by the examlnation papers of applicuulg
for ndmission 1o the Micligan State Norinal School, last
Bprivg, among the examples of bad spelling weve * defin:
ate,” ¢ inteuce,”  * opreathon,”  * apegiffic,” * panilia-
fem:®” and the word “respectfully ™ was misused for
#respoctively.” * enhlimeness ** for * sublimity,” and
wexternalty ' for outaide”  Senlepces ran as ol
Jows: “ Subject matter exhitrta themsclves' and “The
color of leaves are green.® Torrld was spelled with one
T, and frigid with two g's.  Viegiola wiaes bonoded on the
west by Masourd, seath by Georgle, north by Ohto and
Kow-York, and west by Tndians,” Not a single exating
thon paper was exsetly correct o the bounding of Vie-
&l

One speaker at the mecting of the Indiana
Btate Teachers' Assoelation, talking of tescliine dull pu-
Ppils, sald that edueation * too often cotsiats of empty
forme; there §8 too mueh abetract teaching aud not
enoueh of the conerete and practical working out of real
problems. One selool was e ployed thiree weeksin mik-
ing Bouth Ameriea o thetr plav-gronnd, il they under-
stood every parthenlar of the geography of that country,
and the lnterest exetiod was ko great that she whole school
wanted to emigrate to South Awertea. 1L e o positive ne-
eosaity often to simplify the fustruction for the benetit of
the dull puplls, 1t pags to devole proper thne to the steps
of learuing in any branch, mers eapeclully In aoitimetie,
rather thun hawve only o confused dea when all bad boen
gone thirongh, Tiw work misl be made a= pleasing as
possihle, so as to promote the feellug of pride ou the part
of the pupldl, 114 pupil 18 not rewdy o gradante, he
abould commenee over ag«ln, and gradustion might be
twice u your lnstend of annosily.”

. Dr. Samnel Eliot, of Boston, says: * The

greatest errod into which teachors are linble to full ls a
meahanioal method of teacting. Edocation is a work of
freedom, One of the catuses of This mechanical process
of teaching 18 the forping of pupils toto ope class and
troating them us a whole. This is not right.  Each pupil
bas a pecnliar organization, sl mast uot be treated ssa
machioe that Is obliged to perforia a given zmoant of
work in a given tha Auother couse fa the assimment
of mexporfenesd tenchers to classes composed of sl
ehfldren. Thils bs very wrong, both as regands the pupil
and a8 regards the teacher.  The tencher very soon gots
in the Lahit of prodoeing the resalt souzht by the guick-
est possibic wethod, and the result is o mechanlesl pro-
cess of education. 11, tnstend of bedug assigned to o oluse
of young pupils, the Inexperienced teucher was placed in
elarge of oldor prptls, who Had pot heen subjected to o
mechanionl process, the result would e that the inex-
perienced tegebers wonld Larn the ways of the teachers
who had chiarge of ilic sebolars before (o
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tor follow the bent of yesterday's close, and prices of
stoeks vielded from LG % pere cent trom the open-
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