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The present volume, which forms a completo and
fndepandent work in itself, follows the plan of the
 History of the Second Massachusetts Regiment,”
which was prepared by the suthor at the request of
thesarviving ollicers of the regiment. It comprises
the entire history of the eampaign of the Army of
Virginia, from the Rapidan to Alexandria, begin-
ning with the close of the battle of Codar Mountain.
In the composition of the work, Genoeral Gordon has
evidently atmed to produce o military history nnd a
wilitary crificism: the volume before us kargely in-
cludes both elemonts: but is perhaps more of a
eviticism than a history, In sbeathing the sword on
tho return of peace, General Gordon has tuken pos-
session of the pen, which in his hands proves ano
less potent weapon than the stecl ; the flow of blomd
has given place to the low of ink; but tho heats of
warfare have not cooled down; the anthor is as full
of fleht in 1he study, as be ever was in the field ; his
book is a battle; and.hinwords hiss aud seream like
bullets and bombsholls. The prineipal objects of
Geveral Gordon's bostility in this voluwe aye Gen-
eral Pope, General Halleck, and perhaps General
Banks, against whom, together with others, he
brings persistent eluirges of mulitary incompetence
and ill-eondact, which of conrse will ot be per-
mitted to rewsin unehaliongod by the porsons most
deeply mterested in the anthar’s eriticisms, One of
the earficst comments on Genoral ope relates to
his belavior after the rotroat of the Federal army
to the 1eft bank of the Rappabannock :—

Bat Popo’s plans for the Mture were not alone defen-
glve ones,  He= intesasd 1o retunin e hined the burcier of
the Ranpahannock until his ariy was rengthennd Ly
MeClellan's forees from the peninsila, when be hoped
to give battie to the Confedeiales w becevor they would
staud and fizhit btm, Tonta river Howing beiwoen his-
tile armbes nftirds seourity aganst on attaeck in propor
tion to the diifleaitiea to be ovireoms in croasiug 11, is
one of the radiments of wilitary sclence. General Pope
wos legined o some things, ard he most bave known
{hint the Rappabanneek sbove the monthot the Rapidan
eonld not Interpose a barrier to the cucmy's Movements,
Ho knew that 1 the month of Amgisl Lhat river awin-
el tnto an Insiynifleant sir . that it wan fordable
overy fow miles, and that it conld uot in $selt Linpode
the mareh of a determined toe, Thut Pope, behind such
& river, in commanid of thut army whleh lsd sllowed
Jackson ta relitg With lmpunity afler defraiing Banks
ut Coldar Monuntaln, shoukl or cou'd belleyve that Gieneril
s to eposs tho dlver in Lis froot, o
¢ hitan to swalt withont serfous moles-
troops winels be had defeated
Ciellan, st have seomed ns
J il for n momont

to restime ofensive opo-

that e would a
tatha the nrriv
on the Peninsut
fmprobable te

eontemploie ug the rive

mtions, Yot b was frae thut Pope’s military uf-
orattons  were eouducted  with  this  design. 1
was for this that the Rappahannock rutlwny
bridee hwid Wen mivdd and  prepared  for tho

wso of eavaley and artillery, 1t was for this that when
the Second Brigade of Rickett's Duvision strels bed up
the rifer o trestle bridge was constructod duting thie
night of the 20th, anid it wae that the bridee hesda
pitizhit he held by the Federal Artoy that Genernl 1lart-
suff with two regiments smd o batiery oregpiod two
sniall bilis that rise from 150 te 600 yards on the right
bank of the Rappabantock.

The strictures whicl follow on General Halleek
are in 1he same spirit, bitterly vepronching the head
of the Army with the desire to promote the honor
god glory of Pope at the expeuse of General Me-
Clellan, who is one of the few general officers of
whom the author usually speaks 1o terms of wann

enthnsiasm i—

The truth is that Halleck, fhom his secure seat in
Washington, bnd urged Pope to believe in the possibiity
of great nehievements in the ficld, Pope hoasted with
gnch vigor in hts dispatehes 1o Halleck that Lt ahso-
Iasely forgot for a tiwe (he measare of disdiin which
Gepern) Lee, whio had kpown him well fu bappler thues
o ihe Federal Army, entertaloed for bis military pew-
eis, nid he almost persuaded bimsel! that the Conted-
erite cotnmander could be beid on 1he gt banl of the
Rappatannock by asaiutary droad of nis viclor, The
effart wade by Halleek to mould Jolin Pope wnto a hicro
belore e yery eves of those soldlers of Mo Atiny of
Vieetuls who had kuown him for a month, and those
soiliers of the Aty of the Potomse who bad nat kpown
him wt ali, was atteinded with very obvious consequences
to General McClellan, 1t 15 fnerodible, but it is meon-
trovertible, thit as Halleek used his position to elevate
Fope, so lie per ol all the powers of o compuindern-
ehief to cover with lgnomioy the theu fullgn chieftain of
the Aruy of the Polomuse. During the passace of Mo
Clellan's troope from the Peniusnin to Aequia Creck nud
1o Alexandrta, to joln Fope on the Rappalisnpock, Gon-
eral MeCiellan tsde constunt appeais to Halleek 1o
knnw what lis relntions with his old army were to be.
But to ol these appeals Halleek wmointained an un-
seemly sllener, ur dispatehed a cart reply. On the 18th
of August, MeUlellan had addresssd n pathetic nole
the cowmander-in-clilel, in wuleh bo beeged that o kind
word nilght be uttered from Washington in pratse of the
conduct of bis arwy ut Yorktown, Wilismsbure, West
Point, Mavover Court House. on the Chicknboming in
the seven days’ fieht and recent retront. ¥ 1 ask this,”
wroto MoCicllan, * becauss o oue bns ever gatd any-
thipg to cheer them but myseir.” fint to even thiis re-
quest no repiy was ever deigned by the grim clieftain
who, while Pope was humbly requesting the Confedernte
Genernd Jackson to allow bhim to very his dead and suc-
cor hos wounded upon the disstious feld of Cedar
Mountain, bastencd to profier the thauks of the Nation®
for the deslsive viciory Pope had wor,

To uuite two armines opernting #t distant peints within
& hostilo territory s o detleate and o daugerous task §
suech depends upon rapldity of movewent wod rapaadiny
of wuveoieul, a8 well as eptliusiagtic endenvor by the
congmanders nud saldlers of the Army of the Potomac in
s union with the Army of Virginla, could bave been
Better aasired bY expresstons of eympathy with the mis-
fortunes of that army than by the ihdifferenee shown by
a contempiuons stienee, It becsine more oid more evie
dent to the soldiers of the Army ¢f the Potomae that
Flalleck tweant to use ll Lits mfloence and bis power to
degrade their connnauder.  He censnred him v Ith scold-
ing letiers sud contempiibie imnuendoes tor his delay ;
although it 1 undisputed that hardly bhad Pope's
arwy besn pursuied to the Rappahannock when
stenmers crowded with  Trops salted from (he
Penuswia  tur Acquin Creek uud for Alexiudria.
MeClellan nsed every weans o dspatol his Woups 10
Fope. Dot )t was hardly the wisest method of securing
for Pope their beartiest service, 1o trent with upen con-
tempt the eowmander waow the soldiers of the Army of
the Potomne loved with n passtouate fervor, tipd whosa
fwlure botore Kichmond they believed to be due 1o o
weddlesome Interference with the plaps of their cow-
mander’s cawpatgn.  Yet this was the course pursued
by Hallack; for bis morose and rovengeful uature re.
Jneed much 1o the degradation of one who had been
bis ettef, and who might in the uear future be re-
storod to bis old renk. [u all lus dispatehes, and in all
bis plavs for his campelen, throush dnys of toll and
of {1l tewper, throngh nights of sleeplessoess aud of
patn, to elevate Pope and degrade Mctielan was ever
the batter and relentless pursult ofelc General-io-Chicf
of the Armics of the Union,

Even the srmation which should have been glven
to enable McClellun 1o render efficgent service for the
#ncoess of Poje's operations was debzied him.

1o vain did General MeClellan bumble liimsell beforn
his chidef, and 1n words of umlity beg of Halleek if he
bad lesure, and there wis no ofection, to pleass Lo
communieate to him fully the stito of affulrs snd bis
plans, for they be would Lo able to arrange dotalls un-
gerstandingly, Ho besonght Hulleek to tell hun whether
ho shonld secompuny his troops to Acquin Creek, or
should first prosent himsell fu person at Washington,
“Tiven, ne A not sulliciently imanliated, MeCletlnn husten-
ed to avert the Wintis of Halleck's accusations of delay
1 forwardiug troops to Pope, by sesuring hitm thiat be
Dad ot lost au bout (o sendiog forwned Lis roops ; that
he would put s own hewdqiaerters on boa ip carly
o go-morrew morniog:"” that he migot leave al a mo-
sent’s uotlee ; that Franklia's corps was with Lt nod
that I:..n would try to get off sowe of Lis Lroops *to-

think no one will afliom that the obacquious terms in
which General MeClellun in tho hour of lis adversity
roplied to the arroguut aud curt dlspatehos of Halleek fo
the hour of bis triumph paited the general-dnchiel over
much, Pope hud nirendy tikeu thal step to the rear, in
wlileh, o8 be had informed his army when Lee was not at
in frou, there lurked oisaster and shome Pope waa
anlleck’s tghting ra;:lr:nnuu\'c: hits Richmond—aod
o two Richmonds i the fdeld.  Fartber
retreat miust be arrested. Without exposing il own
person 1o the perils of gup-powider, to the mtigues of
soarches, to the tls of hunger, to the woes of a wasted
Japd, or 1o the bell of & southern prison; this splenetie,
this envious Halleck, would rise to fume through a viear-
sous Pops.  Pope wost * fight like the devil,” so Halleck
wrote Wi, and tios the dezradation and humilistion of
MeCielau woull be cow

The inewdents which oceurred on the banks of
the Rappabannock are vigorously deseribed, one of
the most remarkable of which, the defoat of Millers
Battery, is thus related:

Daylight of the 234 of August found the rain falling,
the water nsing, and Longstreet’s mfancry and artil-
Jery on every ridge and beuind every pateh of timber
that Hoed }nﬂ{hﬂ frown Rappabunnock Station to
Freeman's ueavy fog, which at § o'clock Iu

the ear, the thiek vapor, sounds were uu-
‘.ﬂwl sudibie. Tookiug for an n}l.u-t utany I
1 bad aw on the #ll night, no
Im ter than the lse of a rail feace wh ran
slong the ereat of the hill within the my infan-
Iy were ¢ i such unewsy stumbor us the sbeller
At an hour, Tight, my vigil-
was ded a sound on the encm)’s slde of
river that unmistakubly the o
w on thelr uzles, The Colonel the
'&I%WN :_t.n‘h.m I:'lll:lmn.
tlon to ?"‘- cau-
tioasly te \be river's bank, w .anu?mw
of senlingt 07 sharp-shooter, we distinetly a but-
‘wry nto rd“ NCross waters and near
& t‘x:&-; and n‘r&h’f ﬂ';'u'.
! v w
rapect when fog lifted. The nuauot bis
M‘g crest of a hill,
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P wont of tho engagement,

vescly opposiie 1y battery, aml neirer the river than
the vne o the enemy s right.  Never wis there a better
luth oftered to u skilful gnnoer, snd never did wore
skiiinl gunners avail themaeives of such an onportaoily
than did those of Cothran upon ihis occaston,
Let us Inok at i,

The troops of MeDowell's corps hid eaten a very carly
breakfast; the tents of the oflcers were standing;
there was quiet in the air, pud perfoct stiliness within
the dewse vapor whict brooded over the eamps, the
river, aud the seene, Ruddeniy, and in & mowent, the
wir was lliled with missiles from the enemy's artillery.
Tuen there was & rush ; tents were struck; stafl horses
were hurrled further to the rear: headquarter wacons
were started off oui ot nnﬁc. The Federal batteriea re-
plied lostantly, und the fire becamo general. 1t was
rapid and vigorous  Hatterles were now revenled
within our lines which the cnemy bad not before sns.
}m::ed. il the guns were flred s fist os the men could
ond them,

The gronnd in many places heoame dotred with shot,
and the air filed with pufls of smoke from bursfing
sliells, While MeDowell's artlileriats wete bravely re
plying to the fire of the guus before him, the spectacie
on mwy ront was ot satistactony.

Nou uffloal reeord of the thorough demolition of this
bottery of Fiflidl gnns seems to have been wade, anl o
official record, if mude, could reproduce the spsotacie,
Eavdly tad the Confedoraie shiells begun 1o burst about
our heads, hardly bad tbe Confederate rousd shot torn
buge gaps in the 20 Mamaobusclts Regiment's rail
fenee, waen Cotliran seonrged the buttery with such an
appulling fire that its guoners fled in disuay, and with
thieir guns sud shattercd malerinl sought shelter in the
woreiful forest beyond. Our ﬂt“mmrtm-m In answering
this Confedernta challenge, (he hehtutug-tie rapldity
with which onr bolis wore sped, seeimed ave daaed
the encmy, and k0 uiterly to bave erusbed his pride
thit, ws staled, not oniy 18 therde no Conlederate record
of the dolugs of this batiery, but its gehivvements ire
sumired up by the chilel of arnillery in an olllelal 1e-

sort that the * long-range gnus of Captans Rogers and

nderson, on the lert, bad, shortly afier the commetnoe-

cett withdrawn from aetion
and jjuced under shelter of the hill on which they hid
been posted.” This left Captain Cothran with ouly one
batiery on hits loft front, the one on the enciay's rlekt &
the rond, ouo thonsand yards from the river's hunk.
With this n baitery from MeDowell's corps to onr left
haat Jolned in @ spited cnpsgeinent, The Confedernte
commander fired sphesdenl  cuse.  The ongagement
Jasted aboot an honr ¢ furionsly for the first nulf, then
slinost cenging on our part. Toe Confederates elatmed
i vietory in this enggement. But the! end huud not come,
Cothran renewed the attack, snd peain a Confederate
battery rushed wildly for the wereiful wouds on tha
erest,  But Captamn Miller of thut batiery sball tell his
own story, He was coushlerably aunoyed, e saya, hy
an enfilaiing fire of o leng-range batlery posted to hin
right sud entirciy beyond s range, when the hatteries
1o his lett (whose fhisht I bave described) fled trim the
feld, which subpected bim Lo o galling cross fire trom
the enemy's rilled baiery in thelr tront,  Captaio Miller
changed fronut on s i, ped replied ; but the enemy,
s ing Bis exnet vange, tieed with tereinle precision nd
effiot, and then v ret troin what he enlls this un-
equal contest, The s od vietory by Captain Cothonn
was as rapldly and os deetsively won ns bis flest,  Cap-
taln Miller, with nis dis d batery and his diminislicd
wumbers, Bl appaticd before Lilm, Todec d, #o hotly was

Millgr pursaed o lis ettt by the uncrrivg alo of
(& n's gunoers that the encewy seemed to fear that
our injantry woulld aitempt 1o oross the sawoellen river,

anid eapture such feagments of Miller's batiery as
Cuthran wigot seatter around.  Ere tuis hattery reached
the shelienng wouds, n ¥ nent of Coufederate i
funtry e rged thoretrom, formed 1o hne, and offered o
viin protection. 10 was u foolish diapley, Tu o woment
their runls were brokew, and they turned with the de-
wolisbed Lattery o Dight [or the torest. Duaring this
combit of artillery, shells ronred over the heads und
rouud shot bowled aloug at tbe fect of the supporting
nfantry.

The military characterof Goneral Stonewall Jack-
gon, who was a classmate of the authior at West
Yoiut, is the otdeet of his fervent admiration, aud
e loses no opportunity  to display his exploitsa m
the most imposing colors, General Jackson'’s march
{0 gain the rear of Pope, aud get between the Fed-
eral Army and the Federal Capital, is thus de-

seribed s

At dawn of the 25th  Jackeon's corpa was in motion.
is soldlers wers in the lightest of warehing order,
They carried euly thelr arms, their cartridge boxes, und
ihieir baversacks. Many of em, bowever, were not
even encumbered with mtions,  Toe rosds  wers freed
fretn all obstructions by bogesge trajns, Only ambu-
Innces sud  smwenition wagons socopnled the col-
wwn,  Tho couree of the warch led frst 1o Anitssvilie,
thenes  northeasterly  across  Hedgeman's  Kiver,
thon noriberly  to Selem—a small  town  on
the Muunssas Gap Rallroad., Where the ronds
divergod from the sbortest practicable Hoe they
were  wob  followed.  General  Jackson's  chief
engineer, with a small body of eavalry, precedod the
leading divislon, aml statioved @udes 8l every gap in
wall or fenee, or at n-\'ﬂg' tarm gate where thoe distance
cotld be shortencd by abuudoning the highway, Lvery
precaution Wi takedn to coneenl the mareh from Pope,
All UUDCCEssRrY UoiRs was suppressed. Every road
toniling tm the direetion of the Federal army wos
watehed by the Confedernte envalry. The troops moved
as mien will move woen they are fmpelled by enthusl-
st Their eyes sparkled, their exprossion was ardent,
and thoir step elustic. They seemed to have been Hed
out of the obscurity of their lives nte a bigher plane of
glorigus nemevements. The march too was absorling,
On thewr left strotoned the ravges of the Biue Ridzr, wnd
on their right the Bull Ruo or Piedmout Bangs towered
shove the valley, throngh which the sireams unite thar
flow together as the Rappahannock to the sea. The
wnsle of waters hrawling by rocky slll'lﬂ'l. the distant
ridges Lathed Incthe rich « olor of the rislng or the set-
#ing s, the rogeed paths np which the ariillery 1oiled,
the littie hamlet where white cottages peeped through
the greencst shade, tempted neithier tho eye nor the ear
of those wiose absorblug murch valled forth exelnma-
tiors of wonder ns 10 flashed upon us frow the Lills
uround Waterloo.

Near the eud of the day’s murch General Jockson rode
to tie head of bis column. There, ou n great stone, he
stood, gnzing as his soldlers pussed. It wis sunset.  Hia
face was darkencd by exposure; Lis untfinm was sotled
and digey.  But ble Heare was righd, and Lis expression
though stern, was radiant with hope. Bafore him pass
in review his faltbiul men and their devoted lenders.
Ewell’s division was foretoost.  What the balf of a hie-
time poassed asan ofcer 1n the regulny army of the
United Siates conld wdd to intreprd valor, ta a high
senss uf bonor that teared death less thun reproach,
were exhibited in s professionnl capaelty, and in bis
soclal Telations, by Genersl Ewell. His Life in the Unilon
artny began solne years before Jackson's, pud continued
longer; vut such genius as Juckson's to permeate that
life was wonting. The campaigus of the Bliepan-
dunl Valley, the batties around Richmond aud at Cedar
Moutitain, Ewell shared.  Butin them all Jackson was
the wuster. When the pext division passed, a desper
flush overspread the face ond o deeper focling of pride
swelled tnthe sonl of Jackson, Here were the men
whom he bad so often bucled nguiust the eénemy o
snatch vietery from the very Jaws of defeat, the
wen W hose stupdy courage had marked them in 18ul
as stunding lke o wall before the flery nssnults of
the same eoemwy thut they were vow marehing neain
1o meet in the snme vanse, and, by n singolar cotel-
donce, npon the sime feld. * Stonewsll " Jackson the
Confederates bestowed us bis baptismal name upon the
chiief who now gaged upon Lis velorans with n pride
greater even Lhsn wher he badde thom stond amidst the
fl: ry torrent on the fleld of Munassas, and they obeyod
bim, They were g8 mMoLGRIess a5 o wall. And now sone
of these men of the ol Stopewall brignde were before
him, Jacksen could pot suporess thelr cutbusiasm. In
viin be seut to them to be sllent ; In vain urged them
uot (o wake known their prescnce to the coemy by their
cleers, Siol considerations had been urged to the flest
troops pussing, and they had repressed their desires,
gving token of 1 nud -

2

bedr ex ol e
miration for thelr commander by silentiv awingiog their
eabs in alr, But the men of theold brigade, now griown
inte i diviston, could not repress their shouls, The
eheercd tumuitnously. * It s of no use,” xald Jack
“yon kee,” LUIN to ove of bisstadl, 1 eon’t siog
them.” Then be ndded, * Woo could not conguer with
guol men ns these 1

The conduct of General McDowellon the next day

for the discovery of the enemy, who had completely
¢luded the observatlon of the Federal oflicers, 15
related in terms of high and unusigl commenda-
tion, General Pope bad implored McDowell to use
his utmost vigillanes in the search. He invested
him with almost supreme anthority, and left every-
thing, in & great degree, to s discretion :—

Not only was MeDowell empowered to assume com-
wavnd of Sigel's corps if ho thought pecessary, but the
whole defence of toe frout wis onteusted to him, He
was guthoriged to ¥ use everybody " be ** found there."
His command therefore wonld have luelnded alwost the
whole of Pope's armmy. 1t wou'd bave embriced Reno,
who haid now been ordered to Payettevilie. It welndey
Hanks, who Was at, oF o his way to Bealton. To Loth
of tiese commanders MeDowell was directed Lo elve
potice of his sntiordiy. Fortified with this support,
General MeDowell dotermined to foree a pissnge neross
the river.  He set tustantly pbout bis work, 118 plaus
were wise and his eonduct wos energetie. In view of
this movement he had concentrated, ns tapldly ws pos-
sible, bis whols command ou the road to Bnlphur
Spripgs. At this ford the ground opposite sias low and
flat, and extended for kalf o mils to an ua_;phlllumtrc uf
bille, crosted With the epemy’s batteries. Troes covered
toe Inlis and concealed the cnemy. To save his troo
gm thia marderous exposure, General MeDowell de-
termined only to walks a feint at this place. His acinal
n‘mﬂ should be below, at Fant's Ford or Fox's Milla,

e relleved Pope's apprebenmious by w plan of the
course he conteniplated, and he quieted his fears by n'g
suring bim tohat his corps was aiready on the march 1o
sulphur Sprivgs, that be should start bimself 1 a tew
winutes, aud when be got toere ke world endeavor to
ascortain what he wished.

Kiug’s division wus put in motion toward Salplnr

m Toe distance where the of Me-

column rested was aboul seven mi

murel begun ot day-break The jworn

the alr wes clear, and the u'cnr. refresh

sleep, manifested eagerness ot the

a fight, This, ot lesst, muy be sa

never expericneed the realitios of a battle. 1t may well

b doubtid if the sorvivors of well-fuught fiolds wwait

the opening tragedies of & contest with cuwotions of un-
pleasure, To the veleran there Is o serlousness

& work whieh braees bis nerves, controls lis emo-

in

tious and bardens o resolute spirit.  He may not give
way in & panie, bue if forced to {ldll will Iﬂ‘l:t’ lminmnug
again with a dogged spirit which hus often wresten vie-
tory from tue very Jaws of defeat. “here was this
wnr! at uD tuls W ip King's dicision be-
tween scen thelr baptitam of war sna

those who for t‘b%“l:ﬂl ere hing th
e Were a .

‘Tue division marcbed freely ; it J‘."-';"mu’ lmnc' - rn‘#:‘:’li
wagona, Only swmbulpnees snd an exira
ammuuition sccompanied the eolumn, As

thie troops epproached the river they were m:c!u with

Near our batt

be right and left of the
o whers

,  There the

1 with hands, nwal furtber develop-
In the mmzn-un
:“E:-.m-iﬁwm mnu;ﬂ&m

hie

tho artillenists of the contending arnies.
King's arrival near the river. o detaehment of men nim-
berlng less than two bLundred were sent iuto the
woode thilt lined the bank, to akirmish with the enemy '
infuptry on the other side. Witha keen exe for human
game, ench marksman, from Lis cover, My meanned
every movement in his front. 1t a aport in which
the %enalnr of careless exposur® was nlmost cortain
denth, Bometimes the orack of pwaket sonnds was heard
only nt long intervals, and then it broke oat Into 6 TORT.
or seomed 1o dis away sgain loto silence, The firing
from oo artillery insted durlug the greater part of the
day, Tt was the same, and delive for the snme pur-
e, a8 that which bad aceon panied os from Keliv's
ord northward on our mareh, 1t indieated nothing
wore. Thera was, however, sometuing nnusual that
ted MeDowe.1's attention, The country from Hnl-
phur Springs up o and brfund Waterloo wns covered
with the dust of lnrge moving masses. 17 there were any
cavalry that could perform sny serviee, General Me-
Dowell expreased his determiontion to send them to
Waterloo, which, since Slgel retired, bad beew watched
by ouly a feeble foree of cdoral horsemen,  The guall
Arations for this service wore by no means superfluous.
The severe labors put upon the horses by T'ope were npe-
parent.  And pow, when a most fmportant doty was de-
nranded, both Generals Bayard and Buford reparted
that thelr horses were broken down. Indeed, General
Duford reported that his connuand wos disorganized,
and Bayard declared that his wonld netther charge nor
stand @ ebarge. Notw!thstending such unfavorabie
reports they wemw, however, forced tnto eonditlon for

fportant sorviee, which will soon be revealed.

A remarkable episode toward the olose of the vol-
wme will be read with futerest by military men, in
which the anthor deseribos the contretemps between
himself and Genersl Banlks, which placed him in as
awkward a position as that of General Fitz Joln
Porter when he roeeived an impractieable order from
Pope during tho engagement at Manassas, While
on the retreat from Fairfax Court Honse to the in-
trenchments at Alexandria, General Gordon's brig-
ade was resting near a runuing stream ; it was late
in the afternoon, near sunset, when they eawe to a
balt; the troops were very tired; and the nar-
tillery and bacgawe borses were almest nsed up.
But the overpowering fatignes of the disastrons
eampaign were drawing to a close, and the jaded
men took heart at the prospect, At this moment an
ofticer of General Bunks's stafll drew up with an
order to Gordon to withdraw his brigade and a
battery from the eolnmn and return to Fair-
fax for the Government stores which had
been left belimd, and were now to be loaded
in wngons for conveysmee to Alexandria.
General Gordon  was  at a nonplng,  There wos
nothing to show whether the order applied to
Fairfax Conrt House or to Fairfax Station, The
station had been left by the Army only a few bonrs
pefore, and it was then oecupivd by the enemy,
whose artillery tiring in the reav-guard of the retreat
could bagdistinetly heard, In this dilemma. the
brigadier songht an Interviow with Gooeral Banks,
Ho was near at lhand, repesing in an am-
bulanee, in which way ble had followed the
troops from Cedar Mountain, having been disa-
bled by an aceident after the battle, Upon meeting
General Banks, he found him painfully reticent on
the subject. He did not know when the order
was issued, whether it meant yesterday or to-
day. nor which of the two Fairfaxes was re-
ferred to, bnt declined cxcusing Genernl Gor-
don from the zerviee. **With a fesling of con-
tempt,” says the author, ' which possibly found
some form of silent cexpression, I toroed from the
reeumbent General, Although obedience to these
instructions would have taken me farin the rear
of our whole army at mght, alone and unsupported,
I made haste to obey. The march of Banks's column
hud been resumed. With the conseionsness that
everystep earried them nearer the night's bivenae
at Fort Worth, my poor fellows were bravely
plodding on when 1 ordered the head of the colnmn
to halt, and form in the thick woods that lined the
way. Thus the narrow road was cleared for the
pussage of troops in our rear, and until this was ac-
complished my return was impossible. The foeelings
which were predominant in my brigade when the
orders 1 had received beeame known it would have
been difficult to describe, Some colonels asked
questions in tones which precluded the necessity
for o reply, One eolonel, especinlly brave and
soldierly, shrngged Lis shouldersabove hisears, and
—Leld his tongue. The men could only look de-
jeeted, and when the way at Inkt was eleared, with
faces turned toward the spot where in the storm
they had passed a sleepless night, they planted
their feet heavily and raised them wearily in the
mareh, We had not procesded far, when in the
waning light the rear gmard of Bauk's corps
stood in onr pathway. Its commander viewed
wy approach with an astonishment which found
voice in a moment in the emphatic question:
*Pray, where are yon going?” ‘To Farfax! *To
Fairfax! (Satirieal) ‘*Aud how will yon get
there? * Why do you ask? *Can yon whip the
whole rebel army ¥ *Is the whole rebel army at
Farfax? *Look there aud judge for yourself,’ re-
plied the commander of the rear guard. Over to-
ward Fairfax Conrt-Honse, amd to the enst-
ward, the air was filled with smoke, Stuart's
horse artillery, supported by all his cavalry, pur-
sued our columns along the Little River Turupike
and on the road toward Vienna. Listening for
some time to the voar of the artillery, and watehing
the constantly rising elounds of smoke that seemed
slowly to advance along onr parallel road toward
Alexandria, T resolved at length that it wonld not
be practicable to make a further attempt to reach
either of the Fairfaxes until I Lad in person re-
ported what 1 had discovered to Bavks. I in-
structed Colonel Ituger, my sentor colonel, to re-
main where wa were until my return, if he could
bold hymself in that position without serious re-
sigtance ; but in no event to withdraw before the
rear goard,” The npshot of the whoels tragico-
comico affuir was that Gordon found Banks well
advanced on the turppike road to Alexandria ; he
still iusisted on the execution of bis order; it was
perfectly durk, and Gordon did not attempt the
mareh fo either of the Fairfaxes that night; but
tho colomn ot a late hour rested near its destina-
tion at Fort Worth,
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