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" NEW PUBLICATIONS.

FOUTHERN EUROPEAN LIFE AND ART.
EEETCHES AND ETUDIES IN EOUTHERN EUROPE,
By JOHN ADDIRGTON BYMOKDS. 2 Vols. gvo. Har-

. per & Brotbers,

The classical accomplishments and brilliant im-
agination of the suthor of this volome have
clothed the natural scenery and artistie produc-
tions of Southern Europe in the gorgecus colord of
romance, while preserving a fidelity of delineation
in his picturesque sketches that is rarely attamed
‘even by the most prosaic writers. JTu the first chiap-
ter Mr. Symonds sets forth the charms of the cele-
brated Cornice Road from Genoa to Nice, while it
was still the great highway of Mediterranean travel
unimpaired by the gloomy tunuels and notsy rattle
of the modern rail. It was a dull afternooun in
Winter when be started from Nice nopd drove
gcross the mountains to Meutone. A thick mist
. hung over hill and sea. When the fog some-
times broke, Villa Franea was seent Iying green
and fiat in the deep Dblue below, at other
tiines a distaut view of higher peaks swam
juto sight from the shilting clond,  The
scene was desolate. On reaching Mentone,
for thenext day and two whole nights the loarse
son was beard to beat and thnuder on the beach.
The raiu ond wind kept driving from the sonth, It
was Sunday morning when the travellers found
that the rain was goue, the snn was shimngbrightly
on the sea, aud a clear north wind was blowing
cloud and mis¢ away. Out upon the hills every:
thing was beautiful. Hill aud vale were full of
garden walks. They passed through lewmon groves,
with their pale, golden, lender trees, and olive trees
stretching their gray buughs against the lonely
cottage tiles, till they reachied the pines aud lieath
nbove. The valleys are cultivated to the beight of
abont five hundrad feet above the sea. Beyond this
level a tangled growth of beaths and arbutus, pines
and rosemaries and myrtles, continue the vegetation
- gntil it finally endsin bare gray rocks and peaks
more than a thousand feet in height, Far above
all signs of cultivation on these nrid peaks youn

« may still see villages and ruined castles, built cen-

turies ago for protection agatnst the Moorish

pirates i—

We do not often_scale these altitudes, but keep
along the terraced glades by the side of olive-
ghaded streams, The violets, mstead of peeping
shyly from bedgerows, fall in ripples and caseades
over mossy walls nwong maidenbair and spleen-
worts, They are very sweef, aml the sonud_ of
trickling wuter seews to mingle their fragrauee in a
most delicions harmony. Sound, smell aud hue
make up oue chord, the sense of which is pure and
perfeet peace, The country-people are kind, letting
us pass everywhere, so that we make our way
along their agueducts and throngh their gardens,

pnder laden lemon-boughs, the pale frait danghing at
our ears, and swingng showers of scented dew upon

ns as we pass. Far better, however, than lemon or

arangn trees are the olives. Some of these are im-

meusely old, nuwnberi u{.-'. it is said, five centuries, eo

that Petrarch way aimost have rested beneath
their shade on his way to Avignon, Thess veterans
are eavernous with age ; gnarled, split aud twisted
truolke, throwing out anns that break iutoa hun-
. dred branches ; every brinch distinct, and featli-
ered with innumerable sparksand spikelets of white,
wavy, greeuish light, Ihese are the leaves,
and” the stems are  gray with  lichens,
Tne sky and sen—two blues, one full of sunlight
and the other purple—set these fountaing of perei-
uinl brightness hike gems in lpis-lazali. At o dis-
tance the same olives look boary and soft—n veil of
oven light or luminous haze. When the wind
ws their brauches all one way, they npple like a
sea of silver. Dt underneath their covert, in the

‘shade. gray periwinkles wind among the snowy drift

of allivi, The nurcissus sends 118 2IT0WY frugrance
through the awr, while, far aud wide, red anemones
bura like fire, with interchauge of Mun and lilne
buds, white arunis, orcliscs, and pink gladiolus.
Wain ng there, and seeing the pale flowers, siars
white and pink and odorous, we dreain of Olivet,ur
the grave Garden of the Agouy, and the {rees seem
always whispering of spered thines, How people
can blaspiiwme ugninst the olives, and eull them
imitations of the willow, or complain that they are
ghabby shrubs, I do not kuow.

At first sight, by the side of Mentone, San Remo
is sadly prosuic. The valleys scem to sprawl, and
the universal olives are wonvtonously gray upon
therr thick clayey soil. Yet the wealth of flowers
fn the teeming earth is wounderful. It looksasif a
flower-bed on & weedy farm had been invaded by
stray oats avd beans, and cubbage and garlic
from the kitehen-garden, The country has no form
or ootlive, o barren peaks, no spare and difficolt
vegetation. The beauty is rich, but tame. There
are valleys green with oats and corn, blossoming
cherries and sweet bean-fields, figs coming into
leaf, and arrowy bay trecs by the side of sparkling
“ptreame, Between the sea aud the kil is the aris-
tocratic quarter of Ban Remo. There stands the
palace Borea, a stately pile, built in the last Re-
naissanee style of splendor, wiich ouce formei the
dwelling of a feudal family, but now a Spaciony
ant hill of a hundred bouscs, sheps, and oftices, the
Boreas of to-day retaining only & portion of one
flal aud waking profit of the rest.  There, Loo, are
the barracks and the syudic’s halls; the Jesuits'
school crowded wish boys and girls; the shons lor
elothes, confectionery, aud trinkets; and the piazzi,
with its fountain and tassclled planes, and lowery
chestnut trees, a mass of greeusry, Undder  these
trees the idlers lounge, boys play at leap-frog, meu
at bowls *—

Lastly, there is the port—the mole running out
into the ses, the quay planted with plane trees, and
the fishing-boats—by which San Hemno 18 connected
with the naval glory of the pasi—with the Riviera
that gave birth to Colnmbus—with the Ligurin
tihat the Dorias ruled—with the great name ol
Genoa. The port is empty enough now ; but from
the pier you louk back on San Rewo and ity e
cling ills, a jewelicd own set in illimtable ohve
groyness. ‘Thoe quay scems also to Le the catile-
wmarkot. Thero the small bafl’ cows of North Italy
arepose after their Jong voyage or march, knesling
on the sandy ground or ru hing their sides against
the wooden cross awry with age and shorn of ull 18
gyinbols, Lumbs frisk among the boats; impudent

“kids nibole the drooping ears of putient mnles,
Hinds in  white jackets and kneebrevchies
muge of skin Jead  shugey rums and fivreely
bearde oats, ready to butt at cvery
barking - and alwnys seeking opportuul-
ties of flight. Farmers and parish pricsts in Linck
petticoats fcel the cattle and dispute about the
price, or whet their bargaius with a draonght of
wine. Menanwhile the nets are brought on shore
flitle.rhm with the fry of uaqhnes,\\‘lnrh are conked
bke white-baif, with cuttlefish—amorphonus ohjeats
stretching shiny teelors on the liot, diy sand—and

ckly porple eggs of the soa-nrchin,  Women go
about their labor through the throwg, some calty-
ing stones upon their beads, or uuloading boats aid
bearing plauks of woud in single tile, two marehing
sicle by sule beneath one load of lime, others searcely
visible under a stack of oats, avother will ber buby
tn its eradle fast asleep.

Mr. 8ymonds takes his leave of the Cornice with
the remark that for pure idyllic loveliness it 18 snr-
passed by uothiug ju the Eouth, A very few spots
in Bieily, the roud between Castellunmareand Amalfi
and the island of Corfu, are its only rivals in ths
style of scevery. From Cannes to Seatri is one con-
spicuous line of exquisitely modulated lavdscape
beauty, which con ouly be fully appreciated by
travellers in carrtuge or on foot. The old palw-
- growing towu of Burdighera, between Mentons and
Bau Remo especinlly hos a peculiur beauty of its
pwWn i—

Palms are its chief characteristic. They lean

ainst the garden walls aud feather the wells out-

de the town, where women come with brazen
pitehiers to draw water. Lu some of the marshy tun-
gles of the plain they spring from a thick under-
growth of epiky leaves, and rear the tall aerial
Arms agaivst the decp blue backyround of the sea
r purple of the distant Litlls. White pigeons

about swong their branches, and the air 18 loud
with cooings and rustligs, and the hoarser croak-
ing of inpnmers hen, in the olive-groves
that streteh along the level shore, are Iavyriuths of

rare aod i i

W

curous plants, painted tulips and white
Inkles, flinging their light of blossows and
lossy leaves down the swift channels of the
wling streams. . each side .. the rivalets
grow, like sister cataracts of fluwers instead of

. At night !’::'l_:. ml come ‘out along the
beaeath eaven ; for you cnu see
ps of Ventimigha and Mentone aful Monaco,

:d‘..hroway.mﬁ( t-louses upon the promon-
of Avtibes and the u.mﬂ" At
on of (Ahuk:l grows from !.ho:'n. Thﬂ:l:is

elghty miles away, but one can trace the
irresgular peaks rﬁ'iowm amid

of the ng sun, If
ear aod bright, the snows
clouds which erown its mountains
 ulitter liko an a ration in the
«Phantom fair,” half 1aised above
unreal nt_as the

apd trave
hen seen in April sunlight, you not to be con-

wwmd any clond. If Mentone
legends, and Ban Romolo restores
v o fuel ourselves at digbera
ast; and lying under its tail
oy ourselves at Tyre or Daphue, or in
par Moslem prinoce.

gin is described by Mr. Bymonds as the em-

from her lugh-built battlements and choreb towers
{be eve can swcep a eirenit of the Apenninea unri-
valled in its width, * From eloudlike Radicofani,
above Siena in the west, to snow-capped Monte Ca-
tria, beneath whose summit Dante speut those sad-
dest months of solitude in 1313, the monntaing
curye continnounsiy in lines of sustere dignity and
tempered sweetness. Assisi, Spoleto, Todi, '_I"re\'|
crown lesser lieiglits witlm the ravge of vision.
Here and there the glimpse of distant TIvers lightaa
silver spark upon the plain, Those hills conceal
Lake Thrasymene: and there lies Orvieto, and An-
cona there; while atour feet the Umbrian cham-
paign, breaking away into the valley of the Tiber,
spreads in all the largeness of maiestically converyg-
ing mountain slopes, This 18 a landseape which ean
pever loso s ehnrm, Whether it be purple golden
Summer, or Winter with sad tints of russel wouils
and faintly rosy snows, or Spring attired in tender-
eat green of new-fledged trees and budding flowers,
the air is always pure and hght and finely tempered
liere. City entes, sombre us their 0wD antiquity.
trame vistas of the langhme fields, Terraces, flanked
on eitherside by jutting masonry, eut clear vignettes
of olive-honry slopes, with cypress-shadowed farms
in hollows of the hills. Encl coign or point of van-
tuge corries n bastion or tower of Etrusean, Roman,
medimyal architecture, tracing the limits of the
towi upon its mountain platean. Everywhere avt
and nature lie side by side in awity beneath o sky
go pure and delicate that from its limpid depth the
gpint geems to drink new life. What air-tinls of
lilne, orange and pale snethyst nre glied upon those
vast ethercal lls and undulating plaing! What
wandering clond-anadows il across this sen ol
olives and of vines, with here and ihere o fleeoe of
vapor or & column of blue smoke from charcoal
borners on the mountain flank! To pouthward, far
away beyond these hulls, is fult the presence of eter-
nil Rome, not seen, but elearly fndicated by the hur-
rying of a hundred streams that sweil the Tiber”
The peighborhood of the town affords mueh to at-
tract the student of antiquities, or art, or Liistory.
No city illnstrates more foreibly the violent cou-
trasta of the earlier Henaissance. The name of
Perngin sugeesis at once the painter who more than
any other gave expression to devont cmotions in
consuminate works of religious art The studeuts
of medimval bistory in detail well know I"erugin a8
the lair of one of the most ferocious breeds of herote
ruffians which Italy can boast, Her name to them
presents the ereat bLouse of the Baglioni, who
drenclied Umbrin with blood, and gave the Lroad
fields of Assisi to the wolt, and who through six
suecessive generations bred captains for the armica
of Venice, Flurence, Naples, and the Chureh. ‘The
art of Perngino implied a large number of devout
and wealthy patrons, who were not ouly capable of
enmprehending him, but eager to restrict his great
powers to purely devotional delineation,  The feuds
of the Baglioni, on the other hand, implied n society
in which egregions erimes only peeded suceess to be
accounted glorious, where foree, cruelty, and cynical
eraft reiened supreme, and where the anitaal in-
gtinets attained gigantio proportions in the persons
of splendid young athletie despots. In Perngia, in
a word, beneath the lierce blaze of the Ronaissance,
were brought juto glowing contrast both the mar-
tial violence and the religions sentiment of medie-
valism, raised for a moment to the elevation of fine
art. ‘The cuntrast between the bloody secnes de-
goribed by the historinns of the period aud the placid
indifferenee of modern socicty is the subject of one
of the anthors most vivid characteristic pietures i—

After reading the chronicle of Mntarazzo at Pe-
rugia throngh one Winter day, I left tho inn nnd
waliced at sunset to the Wlood-ledahbled eathedeal
gquare ; for still those steps and pavements to my
strnmned imagination geemed recking with the out-
ponred blood of Baglioni 3 and on the raggeed stoue-
work of San Lorenzo red putehes slauted [ron the
dvivg day. Then by one of those strange frenks of
tlie bran to which we are all subject, for a moment
I lost sighit of untuly Gotuie facades and gaunt, nn-
finished chareh walls ; and as I walked, I wan in
the Close of Salishury on a porlnmml Summer nltoer
uoon. The drowsy scent of lme=towoers and  mig-
nonette, the cawme of elw-eradled rooks; the hum
of bees above, the velvet touch of gmooth-shorn
grass, aud the breathlessshadow of motionless green
Bonghs made up one potent and absorbing oo of
the charmed senses.  Far overhead sonred the calm
gray spire into the infimte aw, amd the perfection
of aecomplished beauty slept beneath in those lnng
lines of vave and choir and trankepts, It was but
momentary dream, # thonght that harned fiself
upon a fancy overtaxed by passionate inages, Ouce
wore the puppet-scene of the brain was whifted ;
once more 1 siyw the bleak, bare thuzs of the Perugian
prazza, the forlorn front of the Duomo, the bronze
tnflin, and Pisano’s fonntain, with hero and the
i fluke oi thut tumultuons fire which the ltah
sumset sheds. Who shall adequately compare t
two pictures ¥ Which shall we prefur, the Close of
Sulishnry, with it- sleepy bells and cushioned ense
of immemorial  deans, or this  poor threwd-
bare pussion  of Perugia, where every stons
w  staped  with  blood, and - where © geiiis
in painters and seliolars and prophets aml cestatie
lovera has throbbed itself away fo nothingness !
It would be foolish to seek an auswer fo this ques-
tion, 1dle to institmle a e mparigan, for instanes,
between those tall young wen witli their broad
Winter cloaks, wiio remind e of Grifonetto, uod
{he vergers putterig n search of shillings nlong
the gravel-puths of salirbury, It is more l':lfiimu‘.
perhaps, 1o redect of what strange st onr sonls
are made in this age of the world, when iesthetic
pleasares, full, penuine. and satisfying, enn b
commnuicated alike by Perugia with its fuscina-
tion of u dead, irrevocable, dramatic past, and Salig-
bury, which fiuds the artistic clinix of its Enghsh
comfort in the “angel of the louse,"” m Muti-
razzn, suiitten with a Greek love for the besutiful
Gritonetto, to Mr, Patmore, is a wide siep.

Mr. Symonds's chapter entitled * Thoughts in
Ronte nbout Christmas” affords a specimen of the
1efined speculative suggestions, clotlied in o shin-
g garb of poelie prose, in whicly, with the excep-
tion of Mr. Ruckin, e hns no prototypein the whole
field of English literatnre. Oua jourpey to Rome
by the way of Sieua, with the landseape lighted np
by a brilhant énn like that of a late Septemberday,
be was pursued by the thonght whether Clirigtmns
in Italy wans the same a8 Christmus in Eneland,
with the loads of holly and mistletoe Lronght into
the towns on country carte.  Ho arvived in timo to
heny the widuight services on Christmas eve in the
Sistine Chapel and St, Julin of Latoran, to breathe
the dust of decayed shrines, to wouder at doting
eardinals begrimed with dust and to resont the bl
taste of the coneeited Euglishwen who mude a
muekery of the palay-stricken ceremonies, There
were nine cardinals going to sleep, nine train-hear-
erd talking scandal, and twenty huge, handsome
Switzers in the dress devised by Michacl Angelo,
The chorr, caged off by a gilded railing, gave ouk &
continual nasal drone, of which wero caught at in-
tervals the words, * Swenla, seeulorum, amen,”’
The chapel blazed with light, and very strango did
Michael Angelo’s Last Judgment, and his Sibyls,
and his Prophets, nppear upon the roof above the
motley erowd:—

Noxt morning T put on my dregseclothes and white
tie and repaired, with gronps of Englisbimen simi-
larly attived, sud of Englishwomen in black crope
{the regulation costume), Lo 8t. Peter's. It wos o
rlnrlmm and cloudless morning; sunbeams streamed
n columns from the southern windows, falling on
the vast space full of goldrers and a mingled mass of
every kind of peaple, Up the nave atood douhle
files of the pontifien] guard,  Monks and uuns mixed
with thie Swiss cuirassiers and halberds, Contadini
erowded round the ancered images, and eapeemily
round the toe of St, Peter, 1saw many mothers it
their swaddled babies up ro kiss it. Valets of enr-
dinale, with the invarinble red umbretias, hung
about side chapels and saeristies, Purple-mantled
monsignord, ike emperor butterflies, lonted down
the aisles from sunlight into shadow. Movement,
color and the stir of expeetation made the church
alive, We showed onr dressclothes to the gunrd,
wero admitted within their ranks, and solemnly
walked up toward the dume. There, under ifa
broad capopy, stood the altar, glittering with goll
aud candies, The cholr wus carpeted rod lnng
with scarlet. Two_ maguificent thrones rose
ready for the Pope, Guards  of  honor,
soldiors, attachés, oud tho élite of _the
residents and visitors Rowme were seattered in
groups, picturesquely varied by ecclosiastics of all
orders und degrees, At10a atirring took plice near
the great west door. It opened, and  we suw the
Eruewon of the Popeand his curdinale, Before

im marched the singers and the nlowers of the wil
ver trumpets, waking the most lguid welody. Then
came his Cap of Maiuteuance aud three thuras; then
a company of mitreil anlﬂ: next the eardinals in
goarlet ; and last, aloft benenth a conopy upou Lhe
shonlders of men, and flanked by the mystic fans,
advapced the Pope himself, swaying to and fro like
a Lama or an Aztec king, Btill the irumpets blew
most silvorly, aud still the peonle knelt: and as he
came, we knelt and had s blessing. Then he took
I8 8t nto sud recaived homage, Aftor this the choir
began to sing a mass of Palestrina’s, and the dea-
cons robed the Pope, Marvellous patting-on and
taking-off of robes and tinras snd mitres cnsned,
during which there was much bowing snd praying
and nmin% of incense. At last, when he had
renched the |Hl:ml. stage of xacrificial sanerity, he
proceeded to the sitar, waited on by eardinals and

s of bill-set ltalian cities. Toward the south
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