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List of the United States Navy aud one of ita oldest
officers, whose contritmtions to The Uniled Service
Gazette for the past eighteen months on steam navi-
gation bave attracted general attsution, has written
a0 interestiug volume on the same
entitled A  Chronologieal History ol the

Onginand Developwment. of Steam Navigation.”
The historieal memoranda, garnered after mnch
labor from transient literature and records, form &
valuable compilation of facta and statistics, enli-
vened with many mteresting and snggestive inei-
Aents and ansodotes. It is indesdsurprising to seo
how much intaresting material has been here broug ht
togethor in a single volume of 483 paces. 1t in-
cludes aceounta of the most sertons steawship disas-
tors from 1838 to 1879, and coples Tue TrInv NE's
secords of ateamshup disasters all over the world
from 1879 to 18583, The work begins with the first
practical use of steam as » motive power for vessels
by Blasco de Gacray, at Barcelona, Spain, on June
17. 1543, and shows the advancement of steam
navigation to the present time.  As now mventors
aro searching for some less expeusive and less cum-
benunm motor than steam for propelling vessels,
and there are sigus that their success isnot unlikely.
it may be that this history will scarcely nesd any
supplement,
The proponition of de Garray. in 1543, appeared
ridicnious, but he was so convinced of 1ts ultimate
success that he influenced the Emperor Clharles V.
to appeiut a commission to witness his exporiments.
They were. in & degree, successful, and de Garray
was promoted to the rank of an officer and rewarded
with & considerable sum from tho treasury. In
1630 Chatles 1. of England granted a patent to
Duvid Ramseve * to make boats, shippes and barges
to go against strong wind and fide. " While Deuis
Papin, » French engineer, is claimed to have been
the inventor of the steamn engine in 1690, Jonathan
Hulls, who in 1736 obtained a patent for propell-
ing a boat by stesm, which, however, was nover
put to practical experiment, was no doabt the first
Englishmun who pruposed to apply that power to
paval purposes. Jawes Watt, who did wore to
make navigation by steam a practical success than
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uny jnventor who preceded him, obtaned bis
first patent for &  steam-engine in
1768, The general idea of  propellivg

vessels by » snbmerged hielix or screw 18 anclent,
and its wodern appheation to vessels propelled by
stean power, Admiral Preble shows, is not dueto
any one man. A vessel built by Captain Eriesson
was probably the first practical sorew propeilor the
world ever saw, The saccessful application of steam
to the purposes of ocean navigation has hrought
with it au era of rapid improvement in naval arch-
tocture and all other matters relatizg to nautical
affirs

In the year 1810 arrangements wers made with
Robert I'ulton toconstret steam ferryboats, and on
July 2, 1812, one named the Jersey began runnimg
‘boumen Panlus Hook, Jersey City, and New-York,
Thoe eveut was celebrated with a grand banquet
given by Jerseymen to the New-York Uommon
Council. The boat was supposed to make baif-
bourly trips. but froquently an bour was cousumed
in making the passage. Near the close of 1514
Fulion exhibited to the Promdent of the United
States the drawing of a proposed war-steamer or
floating battery. The project was favorably re-
erived, and on June 20, 1814, the keel of * Demo-
Jogos " or * Fulton the First” was laid at Brown's
ghip-yard in this eity. Sbe was launched on
October 20, 1814, After the war she wans
used as @ receiving-ship at  the Prookiyn
Nuvy Yard wontil Jone 4, 1820, when wshe
was accidentally or purposely blown up, Coming
down to the constraction of the Ameriean steam-
siip Savanuab, the first ocean vessel propelled by
steam, and which made the passage from New-York
to Liverpool in twenty-six days in 1519, the author
deolares that Mr. Wocderoft was grossly in error
when he pronounced bLer, in his work on " Steam
Nuvigation,” & wyth, She was Dbuilt at Corlears
Hook, in this city, m 1818, and was of 318 tous
burthen. The first steamboats to ascend the Mis-
sourl, Admiral Preble says, were three hitle
Government boats, in 1810, oue of which
carried the figure-head of a serpent aé lher
prow, and through the reptiles mounth the
steam was discharged.  When the savages saw this
they fled in alarm, fancying the spirit of evil was
goming bodily to devour them. In the same year
the first stoam vesscl, the Robert Fulton, was put
oun the route between New-York, Charleston, Ha-
vana and New-Orleans. She was afterward sold to
the Brazilian Goveroment, and was running as late
as 1898, On July 12, 1822, the Rhode Islagd and
New-York Bteumboat Company was formed, and
this was the beginning of the Long Island Sound
steam traflic.

The firstiron-elad battery waa conceived by
Robert L. Stevens, of Hoboken, in 1832, Tt
was to be an iron-armored ship, 250 feel
in length, The keel was laid at the foot of Fourth-

Hobokeo, in 1843, At odd periods new im-
prov ements were designed, and upon his death Mr.
E. A. Stevens loft §1,000,000 to complete the ves-
sel, directing that it should then be given to the
State of New-Jersey., Tho million was expended,
suits were Lrought by the heirs, und at last, in
1850, the unfinished war vessel was sold as old
material to W, E. Laimbeer for $53,000. Admiral
Proble sccords to John Ericsson the credit of in-
venting the first practical screw steamer in 1836,
and the famous Monitor. Captain Eriesson also had
1he hounor of designing the Princeton,tho first screw
war vessel ever constrocted, altbongh Fulton che
Becond was the pioneer steam war yessel of vur
present naval orgunization, and the second war ves-
sel built by the United States.

Experience having shown that 4 sea steamer of
1,800 tons, making the guickest passages to and
from England and Australin with a full cargo and
comp! t gers, lost by the voyage from
£1,000 to £1{1000 did mot deter the Eastern
Steam Navigation Company, with a capital of
£1,200,000, from building the Great Eastern, a
vessel quite overshadowing Noali's Ark. The Great
Eastern was 650 fest in length, 83 feet beam, 58
feet depth of hold, and 28,003 tous measurement.
Noali's Ark was 547feet in length, 01 feet beam, 54
feet idepth of hold, and 21,762 tons measurement.
The Great Eastern was eleven days making the tiip
to New-York.

Admiral Preble also gives an account of the latest
tnamphs of marine engineering, and while his
work is almost confusing in its condensation, it
would be diffioult te find a volume coutaining such
8 vast wealth of statistical and historical informa-
tion on the development of the mercantile marise,
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through to Lake Ginorgs satuniays oaly,

4 oo, Acoottiedation ta Albaoy and 'Tre

B ni, St Louis Express, with sleening ¢ e for Bt Tonis:
rusning thiough evory dag In the week . also Niagars Fails.
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Wk i mi—For Flemington, Easton, Wind ap, Maneh
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Matnbain, Buodd s Lake llu‘ulmns Koston.  Allen-
town, leading, M arg. Manch Chunk, Willlamepo,t,
Tamaigus Nanticoke, Upper Lalileh, Srea n, &
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T2 00 B A5 400, bR p M
Laave looi of Libarty at., 743 8. m, 2.45, 4 p. m., for Lake.
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OMes. Mer 18, N. i, foot of Cortlandt.at.

Conslgnmenta of freight forwarnded as directed to any part
of the woi ld.

UNEQUALLED FACILITIES FOR DISPATCH.

Orders reomlvad [or delivery of all kiods of freight and mer
chandise to any part of the cley.

SEAAND HARBOR TOWING AND RIVER AND HAR.
BROR LIGHTERAGE
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sleaplig cacs). wpart exnres leawves Granl O
Dépotat 1 p, m.; arrives at '\-wwr’l‘T d:&" Patlor

attschel

PLNNH YLVANIA R
TO

I 0\'(: BRANCH.

M STATIONS
?lml UF DESHKO=S K897,
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9:20 & m. nuald L:51 p.om,
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TI‘.'EETS.B&[!HAUE LH;‘:}]:I’(*EI AND FULL INFORMSA

may be oblained at the tollowing ofices of the company :
Nos. 840 and 435 Hroad 'w';cm‘l A it

v, war, Mo, Alm ouse, No, 8
Frosdway, oot station fool Cerl
lagii-et, station Jarsey (‘Iu. Basoh's Hﬂd. Hoboken.
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