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ht to reserve lands fer

l,mb ; elerks who are thoroughly
the worlk of a loeal land o
Jeave to-day for and King Fishor stage
Okishoms, to sasist the local land officers.
5 e
‘EMIGRANT AND HORSES DROWNED.
Wellington, Kan., April 18.—A dispatch to “The
Blandard” brouglit by covrler to South Haven and from
there telephoned this city, says: “ Pawnee Biil's
colong, consisting of 300 wagons, left ITunneweli yos-
&nd 15 now waterbomnd at the Salt Fork of the
m.mwmlmmmuamuemmm
. In atlempting to ford the swollen and
: ‘s man named Frelther and his horse
of the frightened colonists,
render him any assistance. The
that fording wae out of the
ocolony Is now engaged in the
raft upon which they hope to
side with thelr teams and out-
train of 485 vehloles contaln.
Okiahoms from Balt Lake Val-
in Colorado passed six milos
southern journey. It Is reported that
fight took place botween eattlemen and
some femoo-cutiing and that four men
that the treuble is not over yeh
ONlaboma eolonist outfits attempted this morn-
oross State Croek. which fs greatly swollen at
two miles south of this clty. The
ter wore drowned, the wagon was
and the oceupants rescued with great

Without attempting to save the sub
the boomors hnm.rtrn drove
pear by, leaving It in chargn o:
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THE RUSH OF THE “ BOOMERS.

FOUNDING A TERRITORY IN THE “EEAUTI-
FUL LAND.” y

ACQUISITION—INTERESTS INVOLVED—CLIMATR
AND RESOURCES.

A GUIMPEE OF THE “DOOMERS” IN OAMP-THE
“PFOLLMAN OAR” OF THE. FRONTIER—SOENES
% AND INOIDENTS—AREANBAS OITY, THE
. METROPOLIS OF SOUTHERN KANSAS
AND THE READQUARTERS OF THE

“BOOMENS" — BASEBALL IN
| THAEINDIAN TERRITORY.

. RO A BTAFP OF THE TRINUNE,)

i = 1.
THE OKLAHOMA COURTRY,
A¥kansas City, Kan., April 16.—The next fow days
“will witness an Important epoch in the history of this
country—at least fhis seofion of Ik Colomies have
beon formexd bafere, the wildemness has hoen made to
¥i6l. to the perseverance of mad, and communities and
Gtates have founded, but never under exactly the
SAIms oF even ar sfronmstances to those which will
attend the opening of the ORishoma country on the
“Think of 10,000 men sitting, mavy

of thig Territory, there tilled the soll and orected their
modest homes, only tq be driven out after a fow
the seldlers at the command of
of the grest rush at poun
pext, when the preclamstion of the Presl-
offect fhe race of hundreds of men on
the woods, crossing the hills,
ford locate” tho best land; the en-
unters. the contentions, the quarrcls which are sure
follow ; the appeal to srms, the Winchester and the
shot-gun, and the shedding of buman blood to settln
the question of & title! Burely, under such comditions
po portion of this continent was ever opened for et
t The ph of the Wesi bave frequontly
been called upon to defend thelr clalms against the
Indlan; in & comparatively few oases they bave had
to “gtand off® quarrelsome neighbors who presumed
to emeroach upon thelr section ; but never before have
s0 many sottlers roshed simultancously and after
weeks, months, and even years of proparation upon
#0 small n aroa of terntory. The Oklahoms lands
cover 1,B87.800 acres, and thero aro sl least 10,000
people nround ‘the border of the Indian Territory
walting to locate claims. Even if every aore of land
tn Okdahome were fertilo—which it Is not—there would
be but 185 mcres for each seitler., According to the
bast suthorities, dowever, more than helf of the Okle-
koma country is unfit for agrioultural purposes.
Much of it is timber growing on rocky hilisides, and
some of It Is good only for grazing. There will be
many disappointed hopes, I fear, and many people
will leave the Territory poorer than they went in.
xhthﬂtmhmwhﬂnhneotthadmb

HISTORY OF THE “BEAUTIPUL LAND."

“ OMahoma®—Chickasaw for “ Desutiful Land®—is
gituated | the heart almost of the Indian Territory.
A few wonds as to its history may not bo amiss st the
presont time.

The Indian Territory—and with (¢, of course, Okia
boma—was part of the Loulsians purchase, or that
waet tract of country which Napoleon sold tn 1800 to
the United States in order to seoure money o carry
on his European wars, Ily proclamations of the
Prosident and scts of Congress in 1830 and 1834, po
much of the Jand s+ lay east and west of the Mississippl
River, and not within the Etates of Missonrd and Louiel-
ana or the Territory of Arkansas, nor within any
Btats In which the Indian titla had not been ex-
tinguished, was declared to be “Indlan Country.”
The lmmadiate causes which led 1o the establish-
mont of the “ Indisn Country” wers the troublos which
attended this discovery of gold, os early aa 1828, In
Georgle and Alsbama, on lands oceupled by the
Cherokses, Beminoles and Creeks Their lands were
invaded by the white man, Incited by cupldity, and
countless outrages sitended the Invasion. The Indlans
complained. They appealed to the Gtate authorities.
Thelr appeals wero ignored; the people of Georgls
and Alsbama bad no higher ldeas regarding tha
“rights® of an Indian then. than has the Westarn
ploneer of today. From itbe Biste suthoritios they
asppealed to the National Excoutive for the prolection
Buar d them by treaties with the Unlied Btates.
They fared very littls better hore. Indeed the temper
in which thelr remonstrances were received may be
gathered still from the record of the procoedings in the
Bonate, whero av petition for redross prosented by the
Cherokees was characterized {n debats by Senator

rsvthe, of Gourgit, as “insolence,” “ impudent ao-
dacliy," and an “ sttempt to beard the Government.”
It wus In valn that men lUke Clay and Wehster and
Frelinghuysen attempted to defend the justico of the
clalms made by the Indians, They wore powerless (o
protect them.

“The Indland must go"—that was the universal ery.
And “ go ® thay did. .

Under troaties practically foreed from thess helpleas
people, these Indlans, to whom the transfer was most
repugnant, were removed to the new * Indian Country.”
Other Indian trfbes, ab ‘different dates, weare also
loeated on the same Indian domain, all of them involv-
ing heary expenditure of the National ireasure,
attended by charges of corruption in its disbarsement.
THE ACREAGE AND POPULATION OF THE INDIAN

TERRITORY.

The original boundaries of the new eountry, es-
timated In 1850 as embracing 106,000 syuare miles,
or 124,800,000 acres, have been greatly reduced by
the formation of now States. What |s left lles between
the parallals of 34 dogroes and 37 degrees north latl-
tode and the G4 degrees 30 minutes and 100 dogress
meridians of longitede west, It Is bounded on the
north by HKansas, on the east by Missourl and
Arkaneas, on the south by Texwss, and on the west by
Texss and the so-called “ Public Land 8trip,* or “ No-
Man's-Land.® It {5 estmated by the General Land
Offles to contaln 02,253 square miles, or 40.481,000
psores. Besides the flve oivilized tribes or nations—
the Cherokeos, Creeks, Chickassws, Choctaws and
Beminoles—the following Indians are locatod on reser
vations within the Territory: The Osages, Knnsas
(Kaws), Pawnoes, Bacs and Foxes, Pottawatomlos,
Tonkawas, Poucas, Otoes pnd Miwourias, lowas,
Eieliapoos, Cheyennes and Arspahoos, Wichitas.
Kiowas, Comanches and Apaches, etc., comprising &
population of 10,874, located on reservations con taln-
ing 11,085,036 mcres. The following table (s taken
from the annual report of the Commissioner of Indian
Affulrs for 1886, showing the whole number of adres
in the Indian Territory east and the whole number
longitade D8 degroes, and the distribution of

a

seres in Indisn Territory...... 41,102,648

Rigoe x.g...f“*.'r_f:.ffm Herory wess ot 0

N ‘weres 1o Tndian Terriery easi of
BOETBOB, - oo sos e o an oo oz mmnaisn oo mr s o0 e e 37,802,833
N Bt acres of unoscupied 1ands in Indian
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total wres of 19,785,781 acves, and & populs-
Admitting this eoumerstion of the
to be ecorrect, and allowing each
would leave 10,025,781 acres, be-
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What & waste of land, th
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The Best Remedy

Fo'n. Soro Eyes, Cancerous Humots,
Prurigo, and other msnifestations
of depraved blood, is Ayer's Bersapa-
xilla, Used pernistently, sccording to
ditections, 1t effectually eradicstes all

traces of disease, and restores the suf-
ferer to a sound and healthy condition,

1 herahy cortify that I have used
Ayer's Baraaparilla, with excellant sne-
coss, for & caneerotn humor, or, 84 it
seomed to be, cancer on my lip. dlmr:?
after using this remedy the sore healed.
1 balieva that the dlsenss is entirely
cured, and consider Ayer's Barsapari
to be an Infallible remedy all kinds
of eruptions caused by impure blood."—
Charles G. Ernberg, Vasa, Minn.

#Par years my blood was in an un-
healthy ‘eondition. After having tried
other medicines without success, I have
lately taken Ayer's Baraaparilla, and
with the bast results. I think this med-
joine is the only blood-purifier that can
be absolutely relisd upon,” —Mrs, Oliver
Valentine, 144 Quinoy st., Brooklyn,
New York.

# A nalghber of ours who was randered
mr:ly blind from sorofula, whs entirely
gured by using thres bottles of Ayer's
Barsaparilin."—Stephens & Best, Drug-
gists, Ball Play, Tenn,

“ For several yoars affticted with dis-
erdems of the blood, I have received
more benedls from the use of

Ayer’s Sar

ng-rlun than from all othar madicines,"
. Rioe, 140 Endicott at., Boston, Mass.

by Dr. J. ©. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass,

[[g_kan in sﬂ..“”ﬂz.-. ¥

Barsaparilla
before it pervades the aystem.
till the forces of nature aro
exhanstad and Thero
{8 hothing to work
on. Begin at onco
the nse of this medi-
cine, and he sure
take mo other
to counteraoct its
affeots.
# Ayer's Barsa
Cirilla curod me of a
u;m of tgood-
80 and res
?t‘:lrod ullgﬂtﬂhﬂllth.
My system was
saturated with »

't de.

¥, poison which sl o
dinary remadles failed to reach, but
Ayet'n Barsa 1n did the work come
pletely. This was twenty-oné yoars

ago, and no aymptoms of the disense
have since mppeared, I have recom-
mended this wonderful medicine to
pundreds of people, similnrly affliotad,
and always with the most astisfactor
results.”—A. H. Ohristy, Bourbon, Ind,

i For many years I was troublad with
serofulons complaints. Hearing Ayer's
Sarsaparilla very highly recommended,
14 ed to try it, and have done so
with the most gntlrﬁwﬂecm. 1 am
convinced that Ayor's

saparilla

s the hest ihle blood-medicine.” —
John W. Btfi?r‘,' Laconis, I::r.ni.

Price $1; six bottles, #5. Worth 85 a bottla.
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It would ba waste of space to anter upon & dtscusslon
of It. The proclamation of the President makes It &
“ s adindioata”

THE RICH LANDE OF THE “CHEROKEE OUTLET."
Af to the “ Cherokes Outlet,” however, It i an lm-
portant mattari-tmportant In view of the largs number
of sottlors who will bo unable to secure lands fl Okln-
homna; important In view of the umdisputed rlabnnss
of the soll In the “ outlet,” and importsnt In view of the
approaching conference between the Cherokees and the
Comméssion mecently appointed by the President to
negotiste tha purchnse by the Government of these
lands.

1 yon look at s map of the Indian Territory yon will
find that the “ Cherokee Outlet® ls a narm® strip of
tand, sftuated at the northwestern end of the Terr-
tory, and that It is sbout slxsy miles wide and 230
miles Jong. It embraces an area of 6,022,244 acres,
Within its limits are neither Indlans not whitn satile
ments.  Iis surface is rolling, with no great slevations,
and 1t {5 watered by the Cimarron River and the Balt
Pork of the Arkansas River. [Its Inxurious and rich
grasses furnish exesllent food, and its broad pralries
and plaing extensive ranges for stock. With suff-
etont rainfall or proper ferigation ite natarally forttle
{ands for farming purposes will rival any elsowhers,

I bave already tokl how the Cherokces eamd o be
removed from thelr homes in Georgia, and how they
were oventually settlsd In thelr present reservation by
treaty of 1828,  The saoond article of this treaty, andl
subsequent trenties as well, “ guaranteed to the Chero
koo Nation 7,000,000 acred” of Iand, and “ & porpetual
outlet weaf, and & frea and unmolested nea of all the
soumtey Iying west of the western boundary® of the
7,000,000 acres “ a8 far west as the Government of the
United States and thoir right of soll extend,” which, in
1828, extended omly to the 100th menkdan, Un De
cember 31, 1835, & patent was edned for this tract,
povering at thal time 14,374,190 acres, A titde the
vatldly of which few roal catato dealers in this eountsy,

past of the Mississlppl, would probably dispnte. The
s It In tota. When he

Westhrn man, however, dirpute
comes *o contemplate these facts and fignres he simply
gets up and humps himselt and team the earth 1ike a
purking broncho with & tenderfoot In the saddle. fhall
22,000 Indians possess all fhat tand, while merv. who
fonght for thelr country are asking for homesteads ! bo
asks., Not if ke can help It

In May, 1823, the Chorokes Nattonsl Oounell pasind
an act directing the prineipal chiel 1o axeculs & loaso
to the ¥ Cherokee Strip Live Block Associstion,® com
posed of wealthy capitalists of Migsouri, Kanses snd
other Btates, st an annnal rental of @100,000, for graz-
g purposes, of all the unoccupled land of the
Uherokee Nation (about 0,000,000 acees) “ bolng and ly
Ing west of the 07th meridian and west of the Arkansas
Rivor.® Tho leass was dated July 5, 1683, and was In
extand from October 1, 1480, over s pertod of five
yoars. 1t expired In 1688, anil has pot been ranswed
RAILROAD ENTERFPRISE IN THY, TERRITORY
Thesn are the maln farts, hriafly statod, as regards
the “ Chorokoe Outlet.” 1 pow eome to the different
Intorests fuvolved In the cpening of tha eountey, They
aro:
1~Tha
s“'nl"
8-The
4—The

Rallroads,

Catticmen.

Indlans.

Fottlers.

As 1o the Rallroads: It may be gafoly assumed
that they are all, irrespoctive ol other couflleting In-
terests among themselves, In tavor of opening the en-
tire Indisn eountry to white settlament. The roasons
ars 8o obvious that they nesd not he enumorated hore.
{ndeod, It has been assoried—and there wre & pood
many facts tonding o prove ft—that the rallrosds
wera backing every attempt to open the Indisn Ter
ritory, from the carllost rald Into Oklahoma underta¥en
in Aprl, 1820, by Payne and his followers, to the
spasmodio efforts of & handful of “ boomers™ all along
the line of the Territory within the last #lg months,
Payno, It has repoatedly been asserted, was, up to the
dnte of his sudden dosth, In the pay of s old At
1antie and Pacific, now the "Frisco, road 1t has never
been contradicted, and may make of that eelebraied
“poomer” & fignrs much less herode  than It might
stherwise have heen, perhaps. In the samo category
must be put Harry [T, Payne's ehtet leutenant
and successor, who secursd a contract from the Sants
Fe rosd to bulld w sectlon of the new road after he
had repestedly been driven by the snldiers out of Ok
Iahoms. There are others liko Couch and Osbome
and ¥ Pawnee [H1" who do not by any means enjoy the
respect which s pald by tho average “ hoome:® to the
memory of David L. Payno. In fact, only yoatorday
1 heard an old * boomer® In camp on the banks of the
Arkansas Hiver, near hem, allude to thess gontemen
a8 “ & lot of spindie-logged dudes.” All this does not
alter the fact, howaver, that without them, whether
they were In the pay of the rom! or not, the settiors
who aee now strstched along the line of the Indian
Territory. would bo as far as ever removad to-day from
secing the * promised land" as fhey wero (oh years

Rallroad enterpriss (s rapldly opening nommunics
Uon with sll parts of the Territory. A divison of the
Atehison, Topeks arfl Eanta Fe Rallroad from this
point runs south to Cininesville, Tex., through Okla-
boma proper, The Eouthern Kansas division of this
samy road leaves the Kansas line st Kiowa, runs soross
the northwestern cormer of the Territory, extending
into the Texas Panhaodle, and will ultimately be con-
structed to El Pasn.

The Missour!, Kansas and Psolfic rins throngh the
Territory, slong tho vallsy of the Grand and Ar
katsas Rivers, o Fort Smith, Ark.

Crosking the llne st Waggoner, and following the
Arkansns River, the Kausas, Arkansas Valloy, [ittle
Rock and Fort Swmith Ballroad is extendlog ts line
to Arkansas City,

Two branches of the St. Louls and San Franelsco
Road extend from Carthage, Mo, Inlo the Territory.
One will go Hght through Oklahoma proper, vis Fort
Beno aud Darlington, and striks the proposed Al
Iantie and Pacific near the Csnsdian Xiver, The
other enters the Territory ab Fort Smith and passes
into Texas through the Chootaw Nation

A division of the Missouri, Kansss and Texas Road
enters the Territory near lis northeast corner, rmn-
ning through the Cherokes, Creek and Choetaw natlons
In a southwesterly direction, and strikos the Texas
line st Denison. This ling traverses the great coal
flelds of the Territory at MeAllster, whinh Rave beon
lately so prominently mentioned In newspapers as an
object of legal contentions.

The Rook Island Rosd (s bullding two important
branches, one extending from Liberal, Kan., through
No-Man's-Land, 1o Toxas, and the other southwesterly
from Caldwell. Kan., to Wichita Falls, Tox., through
the “Chorokes Outlet® and the roservations of the
(heyennes and Arapabots, Wichitas, Kiowss sod
Comanches.

The Allantic and Pocific also proposes to con-
struct & Iine following the Caoadian River, running
east and west slong fa north hank.

1t may bo confidently expectsd that all thess grost
{nterests are not going to permit gress to grow under
thelr feet fn securing as speedily as pomibls the opon-
u‘n-wummﬁnnmwlm!uu
which they uss pelther for sgricnitoral hor for hunt

UNLAWPFUL LEAKES TO CATTLEMEN,
As to the Cattlemen: In Jume, 1686, the Interior

n?-ﬂ-muquhmdm

Ll ey Y TN e

—— e e ——

In tho Indlan Territory given to cattlomen for grasing
PUrPoses. They wers thirty-dwo In number and em-
braced an area of abous 12,018,000 acres, They ex-
tended over poriods of twe. five, SiX and ften yoars,
st rentals varying sil the way from 9 to 00 eents
8N mere, Theso leases wore all without the authority
of 1aw or the sanotion or appraval of the Government,
This was tho opinien of Attorney-Gencrals Devens
and Garland. A fow wooks after the Cleveland Ad-
ministration csms Into power It mads & fooble at-
tompt o eject the eattl It aia d in foro-
Ing the removal of s fow gmall and unimportant herds
and took great credit to fteelt for doing it. The big
herds, however, remsined, and they remain to the
present ‘day. The arm of the stern Goddess of Re
form evidently grow tired before it had falrly begun
to wield the sword. 1 omit the moeeting of the eattle
men at 8t. Louls in the spring of 1880, their Infer-
view with Prosident Claveland, the visit David L
Payne pald to the White Houso later on, the hopes
which fillled his heart after he had seen Secretary
Lamar, the {ssns of that bancombe elrcular warning
the cattlomen to rémove thelr stock and fentes and
tho fecblo agitation and erafty but secrot dofsnce of
the eatile Intemsts In the halls of Congross for three
years more, It Is all known and has been told be-
fore, many a time, But it I8 an {nstruotive chaprer
of mtrigu> and counter intrigue, The esttlemen came
ont of it victoriously every time and ths poor
“ boomer™ was always prosand to the wall Rehind
hm etood, however, the rallroad, and 1ts suppoft be-
eame more poworful every yrar, The opening of
Oklahoma & the first victory of the “boomer” over
the eattloman. No wonder the twn hate each other
with shneere cordiality. You would appreciate thelr
mutual feellng it vou,wem to hear a “ boomer® ex-
press his opinion abont his enrmy.

The most surprising featarn of thls whole contest
botween the cattlemen and the * boomers™ I8 the fact
(hat the cattlemen, notwithstanding that thelr lensos
wern unlawfl, that they were elearly intruders and
had no more right to ocoupy Indian lands than the
“ hoomers” had, wern yel able to sscure the services
of the United Btates Army In kseping the © toomers”
from encroaching upon the [ndlan Territory. The
sokllers have done nothing more or Jeas for the
last few years than police tha Territory ip the Intarest
of the cattleman. Tho ¥ boumers” had at loust & shadow
of & elalm to a cortain portion of the land In the In.
ilan Territory, ss L have already shown, but the oat-
tflemen had absolutely nons, The apologists of ths
Cleveland Administration will have some diMealty In
explaining (ts attituds horeafiter.

PEFLING AMONG THE INDIANS.

As to the Indians: [ belleve that, on the whals,

ihe sversge Indlan s Indi erent s 10 what final

disposttion 1 mads of the anoccupled 1ands In the
are almost

Indian Torrtory, Wis leaders, however,
all of them opposed to the opening of the eonntry
to sattloment, and they favor tha continuance of the

[reesent sinte of things, It k& fact scarcely dlsputad
that onder tha tribal system among the Indisns the
chiefs winld greal Influence. They powsess almost
tendal powors—alavery siil exist among them—snd it
s not unreasonablo fo bellave {hat In some Way or
snother the mouney pakl by the cattlemen for thelr
loases finds its way 1o the collen of the chiefs, Upon
no ofher fheory can you explain thelr opposition to
parting with land which Is of no poaitive use Lo them,
which they do not aultvale, and whieh does not yiold
them any game, and tho retum from which even at
the low valnation put by tha Government uponwit
(81 25 an aore) does not amount to one-half of 1 per
sent, The Cherolnes of  course know that uld.
mately the Iands for which (hey ars now offersd
#1125 an acro will sooner or |ater bo worth from
#15 to ¥20 an acre, but before they W worth that
mueh, labor and monsy will have o b expended
upon the land—and this (e Cherokees are not willing
to do. It ts diffienlt to deny the righta of the
Indisns to their land, but on the other hand Ht seems
absurd to allot 5,000 agres 10 an Iudian while a
whiie man can seoure only 180, You should hear
tha pity and contempt In the voies of tho ploneer
of Southwestorn eivilisatlon, who dnlivers his views
about the “crank philanthropist of the East,”
and his talk about the “ Indisn's right of possessiun.”
It makes him positively siok.
THE SETTLERS AND THE CLIMATE

A few wonds are suffiolent.
Though you will at rare intervals meel & rational
bemg among them, willing to ponredo thet the Indiaos
have & valld title to the Janid, which cannot bo exim.
gulshed exeept by thelr consent, froaly given, yet It
womid be diffieult to convinee him thal any Indian ex-
eopt & dead Indian Is good for anything. s opinion
i shared by nearly every one in the West, The fow
dlsenters are Jooked upon As “ eranks.* All, of
eourse, arn for “ opening up” tho country.

A vasaing word ma (0 the climate and refources
of Oklshoma. On the whola tho former #s belteved
to be salubrious, though 1 notice that everybody
pound for the “ promised land® earries u largn stock
of quinine along. OMeors of the Army who have
boon through It comparo 1t most froquently with that
of Eastern North Carolins.  AS carly na 1852, Captain
. B. Marey and Captatn George B. MeClellan explored
tho Red River to ils sources, In the roport of
Captaln Marcy ocour passages ennearping the Fort
Bill eountry, whiah sound ad enthusiastic sa the talk
of & “boomer® of today, gays he, among other
things &

Moving from camp at binlf-
we journeyed along the sout pastern base of the
mouttains, passing several spring brooks of eold,
delloigus water flowing from the deep ROrges of the
mountain. These brooks are persniial, and this Mlni
the dry season, they are probably now ot the lowes
stnge ; yet thare 1s a sufficlency of water for all purposes
ol artners and for milling. Thoe woll
continues of an oxesllent quallty, and sus-
talns a beavy vegetatlon. Im mddition to the wl-
vantages of rich sofl, good Hmber and water, which
sverywhare abound near the mountains thus far upon

Az to the Hettlers:

wat 3 thls morning,

our route, may be added that of the greal salubMty
of the ¢oimate. We ensam this _ even.
Ing  upon & EwHbrunnlog brook, Follow-
fng up the hwok 1 found it soure

This valley, which ls en-
and rugged mountalns,
eavy growth of timber
The trees, which aro ok
and ar the best sulted

In & most lovely valley,
alosed on theee sldes by loft
s mostly coverod with &
of very superior quality.
are iargn, stealght snd tall,
to the carpenter’s purposes of mr‘ 1 have aver asen weasb
of the eross-tmbors. The soll hore posseses groat
fertility, and the whole valley teems with sxuberancs
of vegetation

1n a similer strain he talks of other parts of the Okla-
homs country, A4 to the mineral deposits there
ars Government repdtts, 1 am told, which mention
tho existence of gold and gliver depostis in the westorn
end of the Wichita Mountains,

After suoh statements do you sulll wonder why every.
body here ories)

ON TO ORLAHOMA !

1L
AMONG THE NORTHERN “BOOMERS.”

All along the nurthern line of the Indlan Territory,
but more especially betwoen Caldwell and Arkansas
City, you will find the camps of tho “ boumers.” The
term 1 in & certaln sense & mispomor, The men that
are now encamped near the Territory awsltng the
formsal opening of Oklahoma are settlers. There Is
# wide distinetion between & settler and & “ boomer.*
Tho latter makes “ booming,” as It were, & profession.
He has done nothing olse all his life, perhaps, and he
will probably die “booming” He {8 what might be
ealled & lupd speculator, Ha js migratory, restiess,

than a dozon.

“What has becope
old man who started
on April 13, 1880,

“Bome of them are desd; others have returmed fo
thelr homos In Kansss aftor they wers driven ous of
aklahoma; still others—"

Ho hesitatod a minute, snd then, eyéing me sus-
plotously, suddenly broke out:

“ Who sre you anywag 1"

The answer must have satisfied him, for presently
he resumed !

“ Well, thoy are still n Okiahoma—in hiding.®

“ How I8 It the soldiors have besn unable to find
them 1*

4 Qh, they don’'t move about mucly, except st night,
and they live in dug-outh In the most In
parts of the woods. They are in coustant communics-
tlon, however, with us.*

“How Is that?"

“well, they go by & flclifious name, to begin with.
Then, they end thelr Jétters to the neatest postoffice
always by an Indian., When he returns he dosen’s
mest them st the dug.out but in some distant part
of the woods. Oh, the woods In Oklahoma" he eok-
cludad, “are full of Smiths and Jonoses and Browns
just pow,"

PROFESSIONAL “BOOMPRS® AND LEGITIMATE
EETTLERS.

This sccount of the lifs of the “ boomesrs” In hiding
in Oklahoms is fully corroborsted by others. Mow
of them are reduced almost to starvation, nothing re-
maining to fhem but the few rags on thelr backs wnd
thelr Winchesters. They are a determined and despsrate
sot of men. They have watched their clalms for
yoars, perhaps, and they will not permit a newcomer
to come In pow and snateh the roward of their labor
without & struggle, oven should the lsw happen to
be on the side of the newcomer. The most cool-
headed men look for trouble in the new teeritory
and for thé scitlement of many » desputed title by
an appeal to the rifle rather than to the courts.

Altogether different from the “ boomers® proper sre
thn setdlers, though both go under the former nmme
and are probably looked upon as identical fn the
publie mind, The large majority of the people In
cantp hercabouts are sstilers. They look for home.
steads; they e racely lown-site speculators. Un-
Him the profeasional “boomers™ they are not of a
roving dispositton as & rule, though both have the
same object in view, thas of bettaring their condition.
By far the greatest number, 1 find, come from South-
prn Kansss, A few ball from Missourl and soma
have come In wagons all the way from Nebraska.

Colonios are expeoted feom New.York, Chicago, Balkl-
more, Boston, St. Louls, Washingfon and other largn
citles tn the eountry. Altogether, I should estimate
the number of “ boomers” in the nelghborheod of Ar
kansas City to be 1,500, Of course thore are daily
large accessions, snd by Thursday night, when most
of them will break camp, thers wiil probably be 2,600
erossing the lins Into the Indlan Territory st this
point alone. At Caldwell thers will be a similar
number, and thore may be small groups at other points,

In golng throngh their camps one eannot help being
warprised st the favorable |mpression the * boomers®
make apon ona, Ths preconcaived notion of a “ boomer,”
1 fear, I8 that ho (s & specles of border ruffian, & des.
perado, & fugltive often from justice, Notning conld
be more errons You will find all types and
clanses of men ong them, of course, from the col
loge-hred man to the man who has naver seen & town of
more than 2,500 Inhabitants, But you will find them
also companionable, helpful toward esch other, and—
the beat sign perhaps—singularly polite towand women.
A large number of the Iatter and a great many ehildren
am [n oach camp. In the p t tavorable Alth
of the weathor they seom to suffer Iittlo or no dls-
camfort, and the youpgsters are certalnly thriving. I
am told that since last Ssptember, v'hen the fret
“ boomers” made thelr appearance near this olty, and
went Into camp undernesth the trees on the banks of
the Arkansas River, not a single death among the
ehildren oceurred, and yet they remained In tents all
the winter.
STRONG AND FAST SADDLE HORSES POR THE

COMING RACE.

¥ou might paraphrase the old provern, = saow me
the company & man keops and I will tell you who he
(5, by saying, “Show me his live stock and 1 will
tell you what kind of a farmer a man 18" in the
present instance, and apply it without committing &
very grave ervor of Judgment., The live stoek of the
“ boomer=," ospecially thelr borses and mules, seem
o ba above the average of thelr kind, Groeat sitention
has been pald by the more euterprising among them
to thelr saddle horses during the winter. They are
all strong beasts, and many of them are fast. Upon
these the men depend to earry them at noon of Mon-
dny next across the lino In advance of the wagon trains,
It will be & lvely race, this of the advance guands
rushing In from the south and the north, intent upon
beating the rallroad trains which the Atohison, Topeka
and Santa Fe Rallmad will run on that day, as well
48 the old original “ boomers” who are now in hiding
In the woods In Okishoms. Hlood even may be
spliled befors the sun gnes down on Api’l 28. All of
the “ bonmors,” of courss, have wagons and tents, and
maost of them cows, A few still possessed the luxury
of chickens thls week, but it is doubtful whether the
birds will peach Oklashoma In many of the camps
the stoek of provisions has run discoursgingly low.
All this, bowever, Is no indication of the financial
posourses of the * boomers.” Whila many of them aro
undoubtedly poor, very poor—that {s, they have little
or no cash in hand—there are others who, I am told,
have more than #1,000 in bank In this town, ready to
draw upon in case of need

A variety of prof Is rey 2 the
“ hoomers® i ecamp. A young fellow whom by his
appearance | mistook to be the veriest country bumplin
turned out to have beon a clerk In a drug store in
Nebrasha for thros years. [Ills father, who Is another
“ poomer," wos a lawyer, and had his shingls all
painted and prepared ready to hang out the minute
bo had located his clalm.  Another “boomer” turned
out to be a physicisn who had studied st Heidolberg
In his youth, had driftad out to Callfornis, went to
tha Cape of Good Hope, and returnod thence ten years
ago, only to find himself now an Oklahoma “ boomar,*

of your friands 1 I ssked of one
with Payne from this very town
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FOUNTAIN PENS, CENTENNIAL MEDALS AND

ALL STATIONERY SUPPFLIES,

- JOHN S. HULIN,

369 BROADWAY, N, Y.
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1841, Cheaper than Beef. 1841,

A Buperior Ham or Pigos of Breaktast Bacon.

CELEBRATED DIAMOND HAM,

S. DAVIS, Jr., Cincinuati,

Not far from the doctor's eamp I came across annther
“ hoomer® who had been an officer In the Austrian army-
and had been wounded 4t Sadows. In A camp near
Caldwell, I was lold, Is & man who had once been an
exile in Siberfa. i

Native Americans predominate undoubtedly 1n the
difforont camps, While most nationalities are repre-
sented, T am inclined to think that naxt to matve Ameri
cans Germans are In & majorly., Few of the people
am Irish, Hers and there you strike s Scandinavisa
tamfly. The absencs of negroes is & conspleuons feat.
ure of the camps, and I bave yet to hoar of u cdlored
“ boomer.”

A FORMIDABLE ARRAY OF WEAPONS.

However poor, every “boomer” outfit includes &
rifie or & shot.gua, and possibly both, The formidsble
array of weapons which one sees in every direction in
eamp suggests bloodshed and “ lively” times down In
Oklahoma, There would bs mo danger of either,” oF
It would be matedfally reduced, at any rate, if prohibi
tion wern extendad over the now territory sa it 1s over
Kansas. As |t }9 numbers of liguor.dealsrs sre aiready ia
camp, ready to move with their supply of bad whiskey
into Oklahoma and set up thers (n thelr nofarioud
irade. There I8 comparatively littls restraint on the
sale of liquor In Pursell, the ' headquarters of the
“bhoomers® on the southern lne of Oklahoma I8
has resulted in giving the settlement s pretty hard
name. In Its streets you see everywhere mci with
revolvers aod repesting rifles and shot-gurs and
carfridge belts. At night the air resjunds with
screams and yells and the sounds of exploding cart
ridges. At the Clifton Houss, the prineipal hostelry,
tho landlord receives his gnests with a Winehester
rifie hanging within the easiest possible reach, and
a double-barrelied shot-gun in the corner just as handy
as ths Winchester,

Time hangs rather heavily on the hands of the
“boomer,” A stroll into Arkansas City is only &
triflio less dull than staying In camp. Most of the
“ boomers® when npot eagaged In cooking, “ Nouse-
work,” or Jooking afier stock, play eands or
Few oamps A without 1 checker boant ' I #'eain
pear here & baseball nine was gotten up to play an
opposition nine in & neighboring camp. ' Gamblin
fs emrrled on only under cover. I maw
4 gristoorats® among the “ boomers® shoot with
at & target, but most would regard this = ox-
travagant waste of ammunition; and undoubtedly it
was. Dut then they were young fellows whose white
shins and soft hands didn't suggest thelr “ hoommg*
life to be & matter of necessity. In all the camps
tho children seem to be happlest. Thelr voloos are
heard st play in the underbrush, or at the water's
edgo, or the proceed from under the cover of a wagon,
In the straw of which they are romping to thelr heavts’
content. :

The “ boomer® Is not without humor oither. Among
the recent arrivals here Is & man, for instance, who had
pamted adross the top of his wagon in large black
letters the following legend :

CHINCH-BUGGED IN ILLINOIS,
BALD-NOBBED IN MIZZOURI,
PEOHIBITED IN KAS—OELIHOMMY
oR

BUST.
fle was an old man who had just lost & son by
drowning in the sttempt to ford & sroam, but he
was not cast down s bit. Ho expressod his deter-
mination In foreibls langusge to reach Oklfhommy
or know tho reason why.

Yesterday an old Ponos chlef strayed into carap.
The scantlness of his attire would have satisfled the
most pigorous requirements of the maoager of &
ballet troupe. He did not even have & blankeh
Nut he had a young squaw with him, whom hs had
traded for ten ponies. Ho didn’t seem to have mueck
use for her, nor she for him—but there they weare
begging for what the “hoomeors® were wiliing te
give. After fumiiing them with some food, the
“hoomeyrs® presented to fhe young squaw a straw
bonnet whieh must have strayed West about tem
yoars sgu. At any rate, it showed Its agn and the
marks of its peregrinations In every fibre. Twn
ecarlet feathors ross proudly on its crest. A tstiared
ribbon hung from its weather side. Holes here snd

"
to

-

| thers suggested the possibhity of its having served

oneo as & target for the rifies of the * boomers.” 1IN
was not an objeot of basuty, certainly. The squaw
oyed It with Indiference—~you see that what might be
called the bonnet Instinet Is not very strongly devsl
oped In a Ponea squaw—but tho old chief cast longing

y -~

“1 waut some, too; Mamms."*
“Yea donr, wo will all take 1t for Hood"

Barsaparilla makes us healthy and strong."

s sxperienced by nearly every ons at this season, and it
ahould be driven off, or In the weak condition of the body
sorfous diseass may gain a foothold. Hoeod's Ba I
{s Just what is needed. It purifies, vitalres, and eme
riches the blood, makes the head clear, crcates an appe-
tite, overcomes that tred foeling, tones the nerves and
{mparts new vigor to the whale bedy,
It you have declded to take Hood's Barsaparille

be tnduced o buy any other, &y

Hood’s S

Bold by all drugmists. ®1; six Propared
WGLIOODG&»&W?I‘:M.“ e

100 Doses One Dellar

#Here {a my favorite Spring Medicing,®

That Tired .' _eeli'ng

recommend {6 to all who have that miserable tired feel
ing"—~0. PARMELEE, 840 Bridgest, Brookiyn, N. Y.
Wty son was afifcted with the worst type of serfulas
and on the recommendation of wmy Aruggisy
Hood's Barsaparills. Mun'mumn
enough ¥




