.

‘elenr-sighted of thelr aequaintances,
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LIVING, THOUGH THE DATE BE OLD.

Florence Peacock In The Academy.
"Tis  gold box set with pearls
All around the quaint old 14;
And her eyes, 'mid sunny curls,
Partly secn, snd partly hid,
Smiling, gazo Into your face
With » dainty charm and grace,

Raleo the 1id; some wonds are there,
Graven deep Into the gold—

Words that breathe a great despalr,
Living, though the date be ald.

« geventesn ninety, sixth of May,
she died,  Gid teach me how to prays

1 could tell her name and age,
Write the story of her life.
But why open that =hut pivge !
sho Tas rested long from strife, .
And 8 hundred years have fled
since the day that she lay dead,

Closa the hox—why lnger heral
Sixty years ago ho died,
llag no other woman dear,
Tever wife was by his side;
Ended was life's golden duy,
« sgventeen ninety, sixth of May.®

A MATTER OF TASTE.

A CABINET STUDY.

BY F. ANSTEY.

a lintle singular that, upon AR
mx:-ﬁvmmn becoming known, and heing disenssed
by the friends and acquaintances ol the persons
principally concerned, by far the most usual tone
of comment should be a sorrowing worder. Than
particular alliance is gonerally the very last that
anybody ever expected;  what made him choose
her of all people 2 and *what on earth she could
see in him” are declared insoluble problems. It
is confidently predictad that the engagement will
pever come to anythingi or that, if such o mir-
risge ever does take place. it is most nniikely 10

Tove i BUCCeRs.  Sometimes, in the case of female

viends. this tone is even perceptible under theis
warmest felicitations, and through the stuiling
mask of cnmrlimnt- shine eyes moist with cou.
passion of the most irritating quality. “ 8o
gind ! so delighted ! but why—why didu’t yoi eon-
gult, me " —this complicated expression might, he
rendered—"1 could have saved you from this
was so pleased to hear of i1

And yet, in the majority of rases, these unions
are not found to turn ot so very badly after all,
and the misguided couple seem really fo huve
Ewn'ﬂi their own hearts, and their possibilities of
nppiness together. more accurately than the most

Tt is, perhaps,

The announcement that Miss Ella Hylton had
accepted Mr. George Chapman provaked the clse
tomary sensition and surprise in their res l\u'vu\'u
sets, and ]m'lmps with rather more justification
than usnal. .

Miss Hyiton had undeninbiy beauty of a spirit-
ual and rather exalte type, and was generally un-
derstood to be bizhly ecultivated. She bl spent
a year at Somerville, though she hadd gone down
without tryving for a place in either Muds® or
“ Greats,” thereby preserving, if not fnereasing,
her reputation fur superiority.  She had lived nll
her life among cultured peopks ; she wis devoted to
musie, and rezularly attended the Riohter voncerts,
thongh she could seldom be indueed 1o play in
public; she had a feeling for art. though she
neither painted nor drew: a love for lternture
strong enough to deter her from all amateur
efforts in that direetion. i art. musie, and Titer-
atume she was impatient of medioarity @ nned, while
she was as fond us most girls of the pleasiires which
upper middle-class society can otler, he revereud
intellect, and preferred the conversation of 1he

lainest celebrity to the platitudes of the merne
ancing-man, no matter how handsore of feature
and perfect of step he micht be

Gmﬂ!e l"h:-rmmr: wias t"‘":lllli_\'
dancing-man, his waltzing heing rath
tious than dream-like, and he was only tolerably
good-looking.  Ou the other hinnd, he was not
celebrated in any way, and even his mother and
sisters bad rever econsi ercd him brilliant, - le
had been educated at Ruchy, and Trimity, Ciine
hridze, where e rowed a fairly good ear, on prin.

noy a mere
OF CONSCien-

eiple, and took n miildle seeond in the Moral
Secience Tripos. Now he was in a solivitir's ofhi

L nhd Wi

where he was receiving a good saluy
1]"\\‘. wlio

valued ns a steaty, sensible young fe
could be thoroushly depernded upon ¢ Wis
fond of his profession, and hid aequired a con-
siderable knowliedge of its details: npirt from it
he liad no very decided tastes; he Mved o quier,
yegular life, and dined out and went 1o dances in
moderation; his manner, thouth he was nearly
twenty-six, was still rather bhovishly Wlunt,

What there was in him that Lad found favor
fn Ella Hylton's fastildious eyes the narmtor is
not rash enonzh to attempt to particularize. Bt
it may be sugzested that the most unlikely peope
may possess their fairy rose and ring, wWhich
rendler them irresistible to at loast one heart, if
they only have faith to believe in, and Juck 1o
perceive their power.

So, early in the year, Gieorze had plucked up
conrage to propose 1o Miss Hylton, nfter meeting
and seeretly adoring ler lor sowe months past,
z}ld she, to the general astonishment, had aceepied

m.

He had a private income—not a laree one—of
his owyn, and had saved out of it. She was eu-
titled, under ler grandmother’s will, 1o a sam
which made her an heiress in & modest way, wmil
thus there was no reason Why the engsgement
should he a Iou;f one; and though no date bad
been definitely fixed for the warriage, It Wos
understood that it should take place ut some time
before the end of the suunuer,

Soon after the engagement, however, an invalid
sunt, with whom Pl had always 1o greot
favorite, was ordercd 1o the Soath of France, aud
fmplored her 10 go with hers 1o which Eli, who
had & real affection for her relative, as well 4s i
strong sense of duty, had cousented.

Thfs was a misfortane in one of two ways: it
either curtailed that most necessary and mest
delightful period during which finees disedaver one
another's idiosynerasies and weaknesses, or it mide
{t necessary 1o postpone 1he moyriage.

George noturally preferred the tormer as the
more endurable evil, but Elln's letters from abroad
began to hint more and more plainy at defay.
Her aunt might remain on the Continent all the
summer, and she could not possibly Jeave hert
there was so mueh 1o be done after her eturn et
eould not be done in o hurry—they hivd not even
begun to furnish the pretiy little house on Cimnp.
den Hill that was to be their new home; it would
be better 1o wait 1ill November, or even later

The mere iden was alarming to George, and e
remonstrated as far as he dured: but Elln re-
mained firm, and he grew desperate.

He might have spured himsell the trouble,
About the middle of June, Elln's aunt, w ha of
course ad Liad to Jeave the Riviers, grew tired of
travelling : and Ella, to George's intense sntisfne-
tion. returned to her mother's home in Linden
Gardens, Notting HilL

And now, when our story opens. Geocge, who
had managed to gel away from offive woili two
hours before his tusual time, was hureying Towiril
Lisden Gurdens os fost s a honsom conld take
him, ta see his betrotied for the fist tme after
their long separation.

He was eager, naturally, and a little nervons.
Wonld Ella still persist in her wish for delas ® - Or
would he be able to persunde Ler thd there were
no vbstaclos in the wav? lle felt he had strong

arguments on his side, if only—and here the
yeal sent of his anxiety—if only her ohleetions
were not ralsed from some other motive! She

might hiave been trying to prepare him for o finnl

rupture, and then—" Well.™ he caneluded, with lis

enstomary good sense, " nouse meeting troubie

hnlf-wiy 3 in five mwinutes T shiall kuow for cer-
LL

tain.

At the same moment Mis Hyltun and her
daugliter Flossie, n vivael irl in the tronsition-

us g
ary gixteen-year-old ptuge, were in the drawinz-
at Liaden Gardens.

It was the ordinney

Toum

double drawipz-room of i London house,  hut

everything in it was berutifnl snd harmenions
nnid

the eve was vizuely yested by the delicat
subdued color of wills anid hancines; ecabinets,
antique Persian pottery. rare hits of ching, nll
oecupicd the precise place in which their decorat-
fve value was most felt: it wis o oo, in short,
marked by individuslity and distinction,

Flossie was standing at the window, from which
a glimpse could just be canght of fresh green
folinge and the lodue-gates, with the hustle of the
trlﬂl?in the High Street bevond: Mre. Hylton
was writing at a Flemish burean in the corner,
fi

1 suppose,” said Flossie, meditatively, ss she
1::0 in the window, *we

red o piece of old stained gliss that wos Tiange-
shull have George here

this afternoon.” :
Mrs. Hylton raised her head.  She had o stril-
ing face, tinted o clear olive, with n high wave

of silver huir erowning the forehead ¢, her eye-
brows were dark, and so were the hrilliant eves:
wquitine, nnd the thin, well-eut

the nose was p
month o little hnrd.  She wis i woman wha Tl
been much admired In her time. and who still

cortein srtraction, though some were
somewhat eold and nusympathetio.

dauglhter Ella, for example, was alwnys se-
eretly a little in awe of her mother, who hod no
terrors for audacions,

outspolien Flossie
“1f he comes, Flossie, Tie will be very wel-
come,”

she said: “bat T hardly expect liim yet.
Georpe is not likely 1o neglect his dutles even for
Ella.”
Flossie pursed her mouth rather seornfully,
w0l George is immacnlate ! * she murmured.
wIf he was, it would hardly be @ reproach,”
said her mother, eatehing the word: * but, at all

nts, George has thoroughly zood prineiples, and
g.m?!" :.a suceeed i.l'l the world, 1 have every

e
apt 1o fin L
Her

be plensed.
uﬁ? & rg.mn-ah. but are you pleased?
Mother, dear, you know he’s as Aull as duli!”

“Elln does not find him so—and, Flossie, 1

¢ like to hear you say such things, even in
a’s ahsenee.” L )

“Oh, I never abuse lim to Ella—it wouldn't he

nshl!’l firmly convineed that he's per-

she was she before she went

“ Why, do you mear that she has altered ? Have
you seen any sign of it. Flossie ™
Mrs. Hylton made this inguiry ahnrpl,\;‘ but not

as if sueh a eircomstance would e altogether
dis.!:lmslus( to ler.
Oh, no, enly she hasn't seen him for so llt:mt.

you know: perhaps, when she comes 1o look at
fiim with fresh eyes, le’ll notice things more. Ah,
here is Georze just geiting out of a hansom—so
he his played truant fur vnee. There's one thing
1 do think Ella might do—persuade him to shave
off some of those stragely whiskers. 1 wonder
why he never seems to get a hat or anything else
like other people’s "

Presently Georze was announced. He was
slightly ahove middledieizht, broad-shouldered
anil fresh-eolored : the olinoxisns whiskers didl, in-
dieed, eover more of his eheeks thun modern fashion
preseribes tor men of his age, and had evidently
never known o razor, He wore a turmn-down enl-
lar, and u necktie of o rather erude red i his clothes
were neat and well-brushed, but not remarkable
for their ent.

“Well, my
'I‘ we hiave seen very

N nwWiay.
1|'P““l know.” he said awkwardly ; “I've had o lot
of things to losk after, in one way nnd tllln'l]ll‘f.:

SAVHat ! after vour work at the office was over?
eried Flossie, ine e lously.

* Yes, after that: it's taken up my

deal.”
“ And &0 vou eouldn't spare any to call here—T
soe, " salil Flosste, “ George,” she added, with n
stddilen diversion, * 1 wouder you n ron't afraid of
eatehing colil: how can you po about in such
ahanrdly thin bools as those **

wPhese ! ™ Do sadd, inspecting them donbitfully.
They were strong, setisihle hoots, with notehed and
projecting soles of punderans thickness. W h&'.
what's the matter with them, Flossie, el P—don't
yvon think they're strong enough for walking in?

*No, George: they'te the very things for sn
afternoon danee, aud quite o lot

dear Georee,” said Mrs. Hylton,
little of you while Ella hins

time a good

of couples conid
dniee in them, you see: but for walking—ah! T'm
afraid yon saeritice too mueh o appearances. '

“1 don’t, really,” Georze protested, in all good
faith: “now do I, Mrs. Hylton 77

“ Flnssie is miaddng fun of you, George; you
mustn't mind her Impertinence.

wOh, isthat all? Do you know, T really thonght
for the moment that she meant they were 1oo i
for me!  You like getting a rise out of me, Flossie,
don’t yon 7 and le langhed with such geapine
anil good-natured ampsement that the young lndy
felt somehow a little small, and almost nshamed,
although it touk the form of sippressed freitation,

“He teally onght not to come here in such
things,” she said 1o herself : wand 1 don't believe
that even now he sees what T meant,”

Just at this point Ella came in, with the least
tofiely of shyness, perhaps, at meeting him before
witnesses niter so long o ahsenee, but she only
Jooked the more ¢harming in consequence s atil
demure us her groeting was, her pretty eves had a
spurkle of pleastire that s trered all George Chip-
man's fears to the winds,  Fven Flossie felt in-
stinetively that stragely whiskered, redd-neelktied,
thick-hooted George hiad lost none of lis divinity
for Ella.

They did not seem ta have much 1o say 1o one
another, notwithsianding ; possibly because Ella
was e led npon to dispense the tea which lind just
heen hranght in.  Gearge sat nursing the hat which
Flossie found so ohicetionahle, while he halaneed
a tearnp with the anvious eye ot 4 jugeler out of
practice, and the eoanversation flageed. At last,
under pretence of renewing lis tea, most of whieh
%m.: squandered on a Perslan rus, hie ernssed to
AN
o7 say,” he suggested, *don't yon think you
eould pome ont for o little while ? ye sich a lot,
to tell vou, and—and 1 want you to go some-
wherp with me”

Mrs, Hyltan maide no ehjection, bevond stipu-
lating thut Elle must net be allowed 1o tire
herself after her journey: and so a few minutes
Later Miss Hylton came down in her pretty sum-
mer Lnt amil light jocket, aml she nnd tieorge
Howed to set out
we ovtside the house, le drew a long breath
of mingled relief and pleasire

v v dove, Elln, T am gl 1o get yon back
agnind | osav, how folly you do look in thot
Bat! Now, o you Know where U'm going 1o
take yon?®

=1t will be guietest in the irilens, ™ said Ella,

“ Ak bt that's not where you'te going now,”
be said, with o delivious assumption of authorty:
yon're eoming with me lo see o rertain hpise
on Cnmpden T you may bave heard of.”

“That will be delightful=] do want to see
dedar little house agnin very much.  And, George,
we will 2o earefully over all the rovms, nnd settle
whnt enn be done with encli of them—then we
wan Begin diteetly, we hanven't tao moel time. "

“ Porhnps,” he said with o eonsewons laazh, i

won't tolie so mueh time as you think.”
- SO0, bt it st =t do 4t propedy. And while
I've been awiys, 've bl some splendid ideas for
some of the rooms F've plints] them oot so
benntifully.  You know thot delichtful little poom
at the back =1l one | said shionlil be voiur nwn
dien, with the windows all festooned with creepets,
and looking out on the goarde well—"

“Take my advies,” he sid, “and don't make
any nlans il vou see it Andd as for plans, those
furnishing felfows do all that—=they don't eare to
be bothersd with plans ® :

= They will huve o eorey ont ours, thongh, 1
shall love settling how it is all 1o be—=it will he
sueh tun”

= Youu wouldu't eull it fun if you knew what it
was ltke, I enn tell you. ™

“RBut 1 do kpow.  Motlier and 1 rearranged
most of the roous ol home only last yesr—so you
see 1 have some sxperience.  And what experience
can vou hnve had, it yonu plea p oM

Ells had o mental sEsion, as she spoke, of the
house in Dawson Plaee whene George lived with
his mather and sisters—a hiouse in which furniture

and were  commonplaes
und ' lugt  ddegree,  and
where  nothing conlil have  been  altered
sl his bais o 3 it she hisuel
often secretly pitied him for having te live in

sueh surronadings, and acdmimd the flinl patienca
thet bad made him o endyre them so lone.,

“1've had my share, Ella, aud T should he very
rorey far vou to have all the worey and bother
I've been thirough over it!" :

* But when, George ?
st "

“ AL, that's my
=and vou know,

how® T don’t under-

wreret, ™ hie salil, provoekingly
X tfwe hgnn f irnishing now,
it would take no end of o time, with all these
wonderfinl plans of yours, s ned 1 oeanlitn't
stand hnving o watt 1l pest November for you—
I eouldn't do jt:” :

“ Mother thinks the mordage seed not b put
oft now, ™ sald Flla simply, ol we shioll have
siy weeks 1l then : the house ean e guite ready
for ns by the time we want it.”

“qix weeks! ™ he sabd Tmpatient]y, * whst's six
wieks 2 You've o gded whnt these dhinps are,
Ma!  And then there are all your vwn things to
get, and they wondd ke g miost of your time
Nir, wee shotld Linve b to put it off, whatever
may sayv. Al that would mean another sepior-
tiogi—=Tor of contse Vou wolgd o away in August,
and T sheuld have to stay_ in town: the ofljes
wouldn't glve me vy fortnight twice aver=honey-
pnGn or o heneymoon. "

Fili looked completely puzzled,  * Bt
Are Yol Irying 1o prove now, LTS e

W wan only shiowing vou thint even thenzh yon
hiave conie Yack earlicr, we oo Win't possibly have
ot rendy dn time, §f 1 bk t=" But. here he
wtapped. ¥ N, I want that to b o siurprise to
v, Elliv: yon'll see presently,” he wilded,

Fla's detieate hrows contracted

1 like to be prepered for my surprises, please,

George,  Tell me now.”
v hed turned ap oone of the guiet streets
w ot the Will; they were so near the house
reorze thought he might alandon further
mastery, uot toomention that he was ouly 1o
anslons 1 revenl s seeret, :

“Waell, then, Ella, if you mist have 1,7 he
said trinmplantly, *the house ds very  unearly
¢ onew. Wihnt do vou think of thar "

Do ved mean  that—that dn s furnlshed,

an

what

o

* Pugwered, painted, deo watel, furnished —every-

thing, from top to hottom ! 1 thought thit wuonld

surprise you, Jli
w1 think,” she answered slowly, “you might

have told me you were doing it" ]

“ What, before it was all done ?  That would
Brve spollt it all, dear. T shonld Jave written,
though, if you lindn't been coming hiome so soon.
Aud now it's fnished, T wust say it Jonks nncam-
monly jolly, P sore you'll be pleased with
H—it looks quite » diflerent place.”

she tried to smile

“And did you do it all yonrself, George 2

v Well, no, not exaetly. fintter myself 1 know
how to see thit the work's praperly done, and all
that, bt there are some things 1don't pretend to
e mneh of o hand at, so 1 got certain lndies 10
pive me some wrinkles.”

Flla felt pelieved.  She was disappainted, it is
trie=hurt, even, ot hnving been deprived of any
voire in the matter.  She liad been looking for-
ward so much to corrving out her pet schemes, 1o
enjoving her friends’ admiration of the wonders
wroiight by her artistie inveati Anil she hadi
never thought of George, somehow, ns lkely to
have any strikinely oricinad idess on the subjeat of
deroration, nithough she liked him none the less
for that,

Pt it was something thot he hiad had the good
gonse 1o take her mother and Flossie fnto his eon-
filenee + she knew she conld trust them to preserve
Lim from any serions mistalies:

“ Yaoir see,? salid George, hall apologetically, “1
would ever so maeh vather linve waited il yon
eame Back, only T oeouldn’t tell when that would
b, T oprendly eonldn’t I:l‘l!li myself. Y
don't mind about it? I you only knew how |
worked over it, rushing abont from one ploee
to another as soon us 1 enld get nway from the
office. picking up hits of furniture here and there,
standing over those beggars of pointers and keep-
ing 'em at it, and working out estimates, and see-
ing foremen and managers and all kinds of ehnps.
1 vsed to get hame dend tired of an evening, hat
I didn't mind that s T felt it was oll bringine von
penret to me, darling, and that made everything
a pleasure. "
re was stich honest affection in his look and

voice, he had so evidently inteuded to please Ler,

e e g iy

You're sure yon

Vand had been in such manifest dread of any
further separation from her, that she was com-
pletely dissrmed.

* Deny Georee,
you took all the traible on yourself ; it
very goodl of you to care so much, and
shall be delighted with the house ”

“Well." said George, "1'm not much afraid
about thit, hecause | expect our tastes are preity
much the snme in most things.” .

They were Ly this time at the house, and
George, after o little fumbling with his os yel
unfamiliar lateh-key, threw open the door with a
Hourish, and said—

* There you are, little woman!
you'll see what yvou shall s ! 7

No sooner was. Elln inside the hall than her
heart sunk.

“Looks nent and nice, doesn't ir?"
Gieoree, cheertully, “You'd almost
paper for real marhle, wouldn't you?  See how
well they've done those veins, | fike this yellow-
ish eolof better than green, don't you? It Iniks
so coul in summer. That's n good strons hall-
lamp—not what you eall High Art, exactly=nhut
rives a rattling good light, and that's the main
thing, Mere, U1 light 1t up for you.  Con-
found it!  They haven't turned the gas on yet—
Bowever, there's too muech sunshine for it to show
it they b, This linoleum is a capital thing—
vour might serub s long as you liked and you'd
pever got that pattern ont "

wNa" Elln agreed, with o tragie little smile:
“it—it looks ns if it would Inst,”

# Last® 1 should think so!  And here’s a hit-
stand—yon eoulil almost swear it was enrved wood
of some sort, hut it is only east-iron painted:
indestrucetible, you see.  They told me it was the
Intest design—wonderful Low cheiply they tarn
them ont, isn't 1"

“ 0 thought you siid you were helped *°

“Oh, [ didn't want any help here—this is only
the passage, yon know!"

Yes, it was only the pnssage—and yet she Tiad
bheen pieturing such a charming entranee, with
w draped arch, a graceful lamp, o fresh hright
paper, a small buffet of genuine old oalk, and s
on.  She su]nrmwcl a sleh as she passed on.
After all, so long as the rooms themselves werne
all right, it did not so very much matter—and she
knew that her mother's taste conld be frosted,

But on the threshold of the dining-room she
stopped aghast,

“ she said gently, " 1 am so sorry
was Very

1 know

sail

11,

The walls of the dining-room Lad been distem-
pered a particularly lideous drahy the ouriaing
were mustird-yellow: the enrpet was a dul
brown{ . the mottled amarble mantelpiecs,  for
which Ela had been dntending to substitite one
i walnut-wood with tiles, still shone in slabs of
!»'"llin-d brwn : there was & higge tmahogauy stile-
woard, of @ Kind she haed only seviin olil-tashiioned
biwtels

“ Comfortable, oh 7 remarked Georze; “lots of
wour in these ciurtains!”

Unthnppdly there wiss, as Klla was only too well
AW,

“ Yo did this oo yorrself too, then, George *”
she manoged to sy, without betraying herself
by her voree

“Yes. 1 chose overstBing here.  You see, Ella,
we shall only use this roow for meads ™

“Oply tor meals, yes,” she acquiesced with o
shudder ; —tpeorge, surely you sald motier
hd helped you with the rooms ™’

“What, your mother ' No, Eila, her notions
are rather too grand for me—it wis Jdessie and

Carrie 1 meant.  Just come and seo what they've
madde of my den.”
i followed : the window=which hnd eom-

manded such wocheecful outlook b one of the
pretty gardens, with & pink thern, o Tabidrmam

It or two, and satme syeamores, which still
flourish fresh and fale on Caripden Hill<was ol
softredd now by some detestable oot BiVines in

Irauspameut faper imitating st
“ That was the girls' notion,

glnas
witd Gweorge, fol-

lowing the direction of Ter e *they thaed it
all themselves It wis their prosent to e
pretty of them ta think of 1, wasp't o il
it an lmiense  jmprovewent, smd yoo

wiiek on wWith somie patent o
eatt’t rub wfl o got the
stanid here—now see liow well thie o
in the sun !

1f only they wanlil came ont

tnt whot eonld

falk in, i
Walk tn, st . post of the stairease, lie a grivty statue of Shake-

Caged b remained passive

take that |

falls into with small ‘ouses : now the parties as "nd
the place before you, by the name o' Rummles—
well, 1 dessay they satisfied theirselves, but the
wouse never lovked right, not to my taste, v
didn’t.” :

“Lyeurie got rid of this person,” sald Ella, under
Ler breath, in French,

Unfortunately, George’s acquaintanes with that
topgue was about on u par with the plumber's,

The plumber now proceeded to pit down his
rum-l:.-mlr'ﬁ straw hagz upon the hall tuble, which he
dbd with great eare, as i it were of priveless stufl,
and contained fragile articles. Having done this,
L posed 1@mself with one elhow resting on the

RpNRALe,

“ Ak, Yo said, shaking his tonzled head, * this
aln't the st time Dye been "ere bnomy puilessional
wipacity,  net  hy n lingg  way. No
by o long  way, it aink Mr.  Rum-
mles, him us | mentioned to you afore, wnd o nice
plossant-spoken gentleman he was, too. In the
tep-trnda, Mr. Rummles, he allus sent round for
e whenever there was hany odd jobs a5 wanted
duin’, and in course 1 was allus pleased to get
‘o, be they hodd or hotherwise.”

< Er—exactly,® said George, as soon a8 he eonld
put in @ word, *hut you see, this Jady and 1—="

T plumber, however, did pot abandon his
F--sill‘l-ril. anl seemed determined that they should
wanar nim.

“ know, sir: T ser how things were with yon
with ‘arf n glinee, but afore we go any {further,
it right yon should know I am, nnd all about
me. Jest ear what Pmogain® to tell yer, for it's
somethink ot of the common wiy, theugl Gospel
teatli,  10s o melinkly reflestion for a man inmy
station in Hife, bit——" tond here e Towered his
Lol by solemn piteli @ Pve never get foot inside
of this ‘ere wuse without somethink ‘appens more
or less dmmept.  Ab, iv's troe, thongh.  Serms
almost like as tf 1 brought s fatality in along o
e Dot youl intercupt s vou wait 1l 'm dope,
and e if 1'm talking at random or without facks
to support me. Well, fust time as ever | was sent
for ‘ere was in regurd to drains, ok they o ihin't
Hish satistuetory, T did my work and come nway.
Not three weeks arter, Miss Rummles, the helidest
gell, wos took i1 with typhiaid NeRe the same
yvoung lndy ngain, nor yet sl never won't be
neither, not if she lives to bea npundered. * Nothing
very hodid alont that,” says you. Wait o hir,
Next time it was the kitehing copper as huld got
all furrmd up lilke. I tinkered that up te rights,
el o awan., Well, afore I'd even wiede oun
aceount, that identical copper blew up and

my
el the conk dreadrul, ‘Coppers will play
these gathes,” vou sez—all right then.  But you

Tet me fingsh,  Third time, there was o flaw in vne
of the gasbrnedets in the spiare room. T soddered
It oup aned 1 eonie away,  Soon arterwnrds, a Jday
o twe, a8 it might be, Mrs. Rummles ‘ad ‘er mar
westuyin’ with her, and the ald Tnly slep in that
very toom— anil was laid up weeks. *Cnrus,’ says
L owhen [ eome to Tear of it “very curus!’ and it
ot me a-thinkin'.  Last time hat one, ‘ere <lemme
s —that was o bellaneing job, T think—ne, Tin
wring, It was drains ngent so 1! were=—drains it
was noen,  And Ahe pext thing 1 Ceard was that
s, Dnmmles was o-layin® ot Death’s door with
the dithery,  The last time—ah, 1 reclklet well,
1 was oalled in to see if somethink wasn't wrong
with the balleoek in the top cistine | see there
was sommethink, and T come swny ns usunl,  That
day week, old Mr Rummles was took with o it
on the floer in the baek droring-room, which
broke up the ‘ouse!  Now, T think, ns fuir-minded
and  unprepidised  parties, vl agt with me
that there was somethink more 'n hondinary con-
andeeney by all that 1 declare to yos,” nvowed
the plumdwr, with o glooms relish and n eandor
that wis possibly Yoz tien of heer, =1 deelonre 1o
v there's times when Tdo honestly bl us |
pATEY no etrse along with me, whengser 1 vislts
this ‘cre particular ‘ense: amd, it's aien
my wwn hinterests, 1 deem 1t on'y oy dooly, as
a hnnest mnt, te mention 1.7

Uniler any othier eicumstances, the plamber's
potpliments on her taste ned his Inzuhriouns ns-

Ang

| sumption of the chatidter of Ihestroying
wonld lave sorely trod, M not s ampletely up
oS Eravity @ as i1 wns, shee wis oo wrete el

she do bt stend und admire hyporrticaliy * 0 ler |
v i ospite of thint

bhright-Tined shom, - 1N

tended 1o pepresaer el

she onily sew it

| uf the window
i soxutling to whint they ' ve done with the draw

room D" sl tunocent Georgr e
along, dorhing, vou'll searoels

Aned B, peddured ta a consliti 1,
followl] ta the drowing "l W
the plave ndesd It wos o wel
irregular roots, with Froeneh I
pon the ghrden on one side sl o WA
windiow em another. When she had ]

11, the walls were eovermd with o pogeer s ple "
i i

in tone tined o o that sie Lael plinokt
retain it Tl papeer Wis g, bl i
nognindy, senis I'.::u--..v puttern of unk
fying nwied perehitg on sprase] bt
with impossitile (lawers A\

the = elegunt
plust and shini
the rendy-miade Blaek and

Frawitig-ronm
satin, the

|]-.|l||-]- ol swanis, Lawthorn blossons
SCues ."L_"l".'ll h i .I"1 WL """l - | I i

| |-1|¥ all been translerned Loy feonn the stage ot

somve eamelessly tounted ireloal copeds
Elln's Lorritlied gize gradually taek in ptier
foptures: the Chinn moer aWinel wir eorids,
the poraelain parrots | ¢ in grit briss rings,
higes tisshapen terrcott Leps andd peots, aled
gross dn Wloates]  dewinopipes,  tambourn b
ritiboried and p el with Kinens a Fisiirs,
siis wooden sabwots, gililed Jabn + fans, 1
Ay white rug snd a bright Kiudderuanster

cnppet
Oy, George ! ™ arst dn

w1 knew you'd le pleas |
plaeently s *but T pnsa’t take 5
wnlf. It wus lilte this, 3ou e | il ut

whotit the other o, bt the drmwinu-risg
1hit"s vour roeom, Al I wis wwlnlly afraid of not
Nnving it exaetly os it aneht to e, S I went ta
the girls, and 1 osabt, Yoo know all alonr the o
things—inst make it what you think Flls will
Lke, and then we onti't gao wiome” bl thinet
Groseenor Gall poper down first ofall “Chovose
somet e bk stied eheerful,” 1 osapl, had 1
don't think  thestve elses  hidly Then 1he
saind ehitin and wll that—<those ar the irls'

r ovon midhen't Lk chat b el thesn thes
weednt be atoand, “Whia 1 like, EN ke,
1 osechil, tmed 1 must gay no o coulil wish 1 see o
prettier rawing oo Vhan they e 1 i d A it
—they've o gowd theal ol taste, thase two dipls
il stond the o kind ol deeney drenth
Whnt hidd Lappened to the sorhl sinee shie coue
e thids hodse ™ Whnt was this chamge il
She waos afrabd to sjwe st The fntense pebad liigs

1
wil

aneer she felt shonld ghin the sty Wk jt
whie that bl these wiclas] thoughts of teorge

poor, kKind, unsuspectin foving Goenree |
felt o littde fuint, for thee wamdows wiere oloser]

and the room stufly with the odor of the new
furnitiee tned thie atmuosphere of the workshop
pvercthing here seemed to her cotmonploee anid
repilsive

= How ahout those plans of yours now, Hil,
el 4T eried Greorge,
| This was too much=her
broke down

wgpenree DT sl erbed impulsively, nnd her vojee
#OY Iidrarse ned  string 1 lier owno enr
“ Gearge, T omust speak <1 must tell yoo and
then she ehiveked herseit

shie st keep cutininnd of hersell, or whe eonhil
not, withuut arter loss of dignits, il the wiords
thint were to sting bl dto a sense of whit e
tind done amd alluwed to e done Hetore shae
e lil o on, George Lo deawn her ol and
was putting her shoulier tenderly.

“1 kuow, dear littte wirl,” he said, [ know:
A’ ey to tell e aoythong. Pmeso awfully glad
you're pleased bt all the money and s i the
world wonldo't make the plice gowd enongh for
my Fla.”

St

over-triedd  patienes

released Yerseld witlon little ery of ingetent

despiir.  How vcoull she say the shoarp, ernel
speeches that were struggling to peaeh her tonee
now 2 It was no nses she was aocowand, she
shply ond pot the couarage o amndeceive L burree,

ton

on the very first day of the e

= Non Dven't Deen pstadrs v sl Cienrge
droppiug sentiment abriptly " Shall we go ap **

Elln nssentsd submissively, moeh as even this
cost Her, bt it was better, she refleeted to 2ot it
aver and know the very warst,  However, she was
spired his ondeal Tor e present. As they e
torneid to the bl they fonned themselvies stddeny
are to faee with o dingy mian. whose Giee was
wnrrounded by o fritge of hlaeck whiskers, wml
erowned hy o shock of flney hor,

“Who on earth are vou ™ demnndsd George,
as the mon rose drom the kitelen stoirs

“ NG offence, sit amd lady,  Peagriam, that's my
name, fust shop round the correr as von go inte
Silverst, plimber aml sauitey benvineer,
firtin' and hartistie decorating, belloangdng in ol
its branehes, rercived instraetions from Mr,
Jones that 1 was to look inta o little matter o
Jeuwkage in the boek kitehen sink, also to see wlhiot
taps, i bany, reguiped seein’ to, and gen’liy to pot
thines steaight bke,  So b eome ronmd, aving the
g Hist 1o cast o heye over them, as Taony term
it profiminry to beginning work in the course of @
week or so, as soon os P ot libity to attend to e
pussonually.”

w0y, the londlord sent vou? Al right, then”

w Carreet. sin” said the plumber, affably : * while
Twe been 'ere, 1 toak the freedom of going all over
this Hitle wuse, aml o nice cosy litthe "ouse yvoa've
mate of i, for sueh v nouse a8 0t is Yoo ve done
it up very 1ysty, very testy vou've done this Hitle
onse up, and Pve soe eladm to speak, secin! as
!mw I'we had the decoration throughont of o oy
onse in my time, lkewise mansions. You ain't
been too ambitious, which is the error most partics

rete s

present ooy, with their best lovy

wit's very good of thew,” salil poor Ella, on |
1he verge of teprs

iy, they think ol vou! They were
ruther nerviols bt v e nt hirst, Ly

|
1
I
i
!
|
r

ot than @ peasing aml quite unoag-
o sense of s atsurdity, Geors having
lity of wind which makes jukes tore
rlian sees them, took bt etite serinmsly
1. he answered, silemnly, T liegwe you
won't ws hail, Tk, 4t all exents.™
wir, 'm sure I tope s It will
it I desipe wn iy part, m partirkler
of o dust settin'  dpe fons qan’ with
Tere Tut there's nio tellin' in
That's whete 11 is, You sef—
Aned, arter all my exjperienes,
ntentions in the wirkl, I enni®t oo
s pothink woan't e of

oxt may, | eant

hrit
maralbeed this fatalistie pumiber,
gl that’s wll sbwnt 1, and B
At o vones weti't make hing
v, Kire"
sl Gearge, plainly a1l ar ease
my 1 1 wow, L, what do

o Hpstalrs
caspeid, lot 15 go away oo Oh,

o tolee tne ontaide, ple
I Plint eriounided fool of « plumber,”
T e . when they were in e
st n b 1T N thdtks Pme 2o to
otor Lilnn after thnt—not that 4t isn't all hash,
PP Whs, Elag you're niet tired, ure

‘T I ahink Lo on Litle . o o D von mind &1

we drive home?
Fite wan sery silent diring this short drive
Whien they rone ]
1 think we tilst s goinlshy liere, Ginorse
I feed as A0 1 atn golng th linwe o headache ™
Vs poor livtle wirl” he s, Iwoking mather
croatfallon. for he Bl been consntine npon gore
v, ndd bebrig Envitedd too retiin for Jdinner. “It's
bty Fathier on wiiieh for ymi, geing i the
il 0l that—or wus @t thar beastiy plitiber
in Tigmarmlis
winat 't 1l 1..|-|.Iu-r_" she subsl Nnrrlediy
o oweis ol s And goel-hy, dae w7
* Pow ensily o tiredl ot " thaueht
Gienravs s e wal popill AT e pie
watit  eacifement 10 s-=nil she seeme olnte
part Slie was delizhit with the Do, thonuh,
it s o thingt aml I sttt forget oo ted
e Low tosehkd she way by their presenls
Aieline she ix!=how happy we slinll be
111.
Onew gafely at home, Bl Jiastened upstirs to
Ber Wil pooni, WY, L the teuth mnst e il
L taonkar albtatie r 1

L cmnpduged vl Bl dvaut
wobtin, tito winch temper ez ]
[l luas spuidest 31 all for nat
wir, hew eonnld lwelT ran the hiyilen of
At thie dbpmeraatle, however, theuzh
silent, stie Lk vevusensd st
it wikies M 2 dnwpmaeed e muther,
Withy 1 tormal tnterest
“ N em, MEs T Teplie | DE Y FTTS
poti e oy st pupsd Tartler -~
] Bebeve | kuow whee yol wirnt
s Flossle s ™ Sonn wett te Jimik @t your new
bt e yen? AWD T thonaht & I
e madde U Yot kads how

inter 1ing
entened

el he
e B et
pnke il

]
tensting she waollld

orml in
ol
How,
Sl s s ok have oy
Lkl e to wliv Thee Toodiis

e ht go found to w11 the best plaves 1o

il Mrs, FEviton, * aud s solue rsrs
IO I T TTRRR (] Ihete were some lovely ilesizus
m Blhonk's wimdows the uther iy ™

Vil E L, el Elossie, = I'se been out with

Aiidrews alter seloul weveral times to Tottenhom
vourt Roud, and Wapldourst, il (N B
oh, everywhen, hunting up oll furnitnree, ol
1 eun show you whemn they hinve satin bttt id
thiings—no shams, bt rea v gl

“Yann know, Fila, ™ suld Mrs b, obserying
Phiut she i not ageawier, =1 want vt have w
pretty  lonse, aned yoir anil Gewrge niist urdler
pxaetle whnt yon like, hut 1 think yon will Hied B
mps e osotne Lelp to yon in ehoosing ’

Sk von, mether,® sadd B, without any
anpnittan g o don't think  we  shall  wantr

el

N

morrow.,

o will want all that young people in your
it o want, | osuppose,” <ol Mes Tviton
il m,‘..n.-"llx sl oF o ese yon nnierstand
Pt the Lidlls are Lo be my aftude.”
Phank yos, mether,  tirmured Ella nendn,
St alid ot feel able to tell thet just yel how
this. Dl Gl b torestalled—she felt that she
would inrdlinly break down b0 shie trimd
Vot seetn o HEHe overdone tonisht, my dear,”
wilil her wother frizidly, She wos naturally
Lurt ot the very unefusive way in whieh ber
gl uitiees bl een et
“1 hive sueh o deeadiul headoache, plended
EHa, = 1=1 think I overtind mysell this after-
tiwwen 1
“Phen von were

yiery fuolish, arter travelling
Al vesterday as yon dide T odon’t wonder that
G was ashomed to eome . You livd better
wiv 1o Desd eaply, nndd 1 will send Andrews i to
vou with seme of my sleeping amistire”

4 wis  clud enonght to obwey, though the
it took some time to operiate; she felt as if

]l.(lum'\h ur pesee of miml were pomsttile Tor
ler till Gieorge had bien persaadiol to undo his
work,  Surely he coulilt not retuse when he knew
that her mother wis orepared too do everything
tor them of lier own expense | '

Andd here it bwgan to dnwn upon ber what this
woulil entail ; Lieorge me ek o lier as
i she hened thens aetundly spoken, Dl hie not
say that the house lod Beeo fienished ot of his
savinegs " What was she asking hm to do? To
dismanthe 00 entively s e limilinte himselr by
ot rontned oo all the people be o dealt with
asking them s i favor to toke ek their uun-l-a'l
ur else be must sell them as best e eonld for ‘;
feactivn of thedr vost, wos toeoreliand |||n.|
all e Dl g visedessly spent ! Conld shie ask her
mother toodo 5o Would he even vonsent to such
an_areangement i iE was proposes

Thien his sisters—how coubl she avobl offenling
them irreparably, perhaps invalving Gearge in o
spnrrel with bis fomily, of she were to earry her
point ™ An she realbzed for the fisst time the in
evitnble cansequenees of suceess, she asked heeselr
:IL'I:O nﬂ::ig whar she ought tw do, where Ler plain

Did she love George, or was it all delusion?

it
o b

less to her tian mere supertiuities, the

}:’iu ]wf life ?
nge o e
e did Jove him, in spite of any passing dis-

S
loyalty of thought.
and goodness, even

She felt his sterling worth
his weaknesses hiil something
lovable in them for her, And he had been plan-
ning, spending, working all this time to give lier
pleasire, and was this s reward 7 She had heen
within an uee of letting him see the cruel ln-
gratitude that was in her heart! *What seltish
wretel [ Linve boen ! " she thought
bo—no, 1 won't! George shall not be snubbed
hurt, estennged from his family on my acco nt!
No, she would safter, she alone—and in silenee.
Never hy o word wonld she hetray 1o him the
puin lis well-intentioned action  cost her—=not
even to her mgther and Flossie would she permit
herself to utter the least complaint, lest they
shoulil insist upon opening George's eyes.

So, hoving nrrived at this heroie resolve, in
which she found a toneh of the sublime that al-
most consolid ber, the tears dried on her cheeks,
awd Ella fell asleep at lst,

Some readers, no douht—thotugh possibly
our heroine's sex—will smile seornfully” at this
orumpled rose-leaf agony, this tempest in a Dres-
den teacup, and the writer 15 not concerned 1o
deny that the situation has its Indicrous side.

But for w girl brought up as Elln Hylton had
been, in an artistie millew, her eyes insensihly
truined to love all that was beautiful in color and
farm, to be sensitive to ugliness and vulgarity, it
wns a very real and bitter strogele, o hard-won
viatory, to come to sieh o decision as she formed.
Lifye, Heaven knows, contains worse trials and
deeper tragedies than this, but at least Ella's
happy lite Tiad as yer known no harder.

And so far she must be given the eredit of hav-
ing conguermd, Resolution is, no douht, half the
battle,  Unfortunately, la's resolution, thoush
sl hardly perecived lflil's at present, could not be
eftectad Ny one 1soluted pnd final act, hut by o
long chain of datly and hourly forliesrances, e
first breal 1n which would undo all that had
gour before,

How she bore the test we are going 1o see.

Shie woke the next morning 1o a sense tlhat her
life L somehow lost its savor: the exaltatjon
of her resolve over night bl evaporated and left
her spirits it and dead s but she came down
nevertheless determined to be stanch and true to
George under all provocations.

“ Have you and George devided when you would
like your wedding to be 2" usked lier mother affer
hreaktust, * boeouse we puzhiv to have the invita-
tions printed very soon,”

“Not yer,” faltered Ella, and the words might
have passed either as an answer or an appenl,

“ T think it should be some time before the end
of next wonth, or people will be geing ovut of
town."

“1 suppose &0,"
piven that Mrs. Hylton glanee
danghter.

“What do von feel about it yourself, Ella "

“1r—oh!=I=I've no feeling.  Perhaps if we
waitil . . . No, it doesn’t matter; . . . let it be
when you and George wish, mother, please.”

Mrs. Hylton gave a sharp, annoyed little langh.
S Really, my dear, i you can't get ap any more
interest in it than that, [ think it wnulld certainly
be wiser to wait!™

1t was more than indifference that Ella folt—a
wild nversion to beginning the new life that but
Iately had seemed so mysterfously sweet anid
steunge: sho was frichtened by i, ashamed of T,
but shie coulil not help horself.  She made no an-
swer, nor did Mrs, Hylton again refer to the sih-
Jeet,
Bt Ella's worst tribulations had yet 1o rome,

few of

wis the reply, so listlessly
1 keenly at her

were sitting b the deawing-room
Misses Chopman™ were annotneed.
they haid deemed it ineumbent on them to pay o
sthte visit ns soot ns possibie after Ella's retirn
Ella returoed their effusive creetings as dutifully
as whie eold: she had never sucoceded in oulti-
vating n very lively affection for them—to-day
she found them barely emdurabile.

s. Chapman was o stont, dewiapped old lady,

| thar
| wprig

with dull « i prehydermatons folds in Ler
finie shie hnd o husky voice aml a funereal

| manner. Jessie, hor oldost danghter, was:not alto-

rouneomely oo commenplace way s she was
vired, ill.{i|--‘a|:|n‘li_ Tovineh=wrnn 3
Iy anid voluble and A BT pawWErie. 111
was b stel o ey to speak that her words tripped
one et ber tpe od she bhad v meaningless andl, 1o
Flln, highly frntating little Jaugh,  Cnreie wos
wadn aned eolurless, content to wdmire and echio
Wr sisfer

After some ronversation on Ella's Continental
eaperiences, Jessie suddenly, as Elln's uneasy in-
wtlnet v, turnemd to Mreso Hylon

=0 eonrse Bila 1ol you what a surprise she

uetl

haed at Campden Hill sesterdny *° Weren't you
eledtritiod 7
san detht T shanld YLave leen,” sadd Mrs

Halton. who detested Jossie, “only Ella did not
think fir 1o mention it.”

S, bowonder at that! T hape T wasi't going
tor bty thie secrets of the prisou-honse 1Jpssie

{ using stork phrases to give Hghtness
“Ell, the ides

» to her oonversition

liis =isters el Larerge
capnble of siueh ined et up !t
" wild Ells, “itdeed T never shoulid t®

would have

".”.l‘, hin® tor should we! Yan
Wasn't he

sereatmd 1o see him fussing about
killing over i1, Uarrie 7

SOy, e was, Jessie D"

WALy som” eaplatned Mrs
v tton, = s s wonderfilly energetic and practical
1 honve never known Lin fadl to carey throueh nny-
thing lw hus onee umdertoken=he inherits that
from s poor dear father.”

w1 don’t quite gather whoat vour brother tieorze
has bBeen doing, even uow 27 said Mres, Hylton 1o
REENSTE

w Ol bt my lips aresealed. Wikl horses shan't
drag any more fron me!  Don't be afrald, Fha, 1

Chapmnn to Mrs

worn't spoil sport? L

* The e 18 no spurt to snull,” said Ella. Mitler,
it is wtly thwt=thar Geerge hos furnished the
lonse winde [ bove been awny.”

= ealiy 17 sabil Mrs. Hyltan, politely, = that is
ppergetle ol b, tndeed !

“ ooy et Timps csme home so proud of your
approvalt” satd Jessie to Ella: “aml owe were
aw iy reteved to ol von didp't think we'd
grogedes thie Jucisaer apridie T dremdtul=weren't we,
Carpe ™

“ Y ow, dndeed, Jessie .

O vanpse, ™ observed the latter young lady,
= irs always so hard o hit apon anogher person’s
taste exaetly, esprelally dn fenishing,®

“yppessitile, [ shoulid hivve thonghit,™ from Mrs,
Ixltin

w1 Hope Eila
yott sav, e

w0, epied B Lastily, withesplendid e ndae-
iy, liked 30 very moreh, and—and 11 was
stk ly tons Jeined of vost el Carrde . ., Pye never
thanled vou tor—tor all the things ) veotnel”

“Oh, thiose ! they worth thn
first o few Ditthe artistie wfds aml ends
aft o roommy vorr know—=give #oa tinish

“Yaoung people nowadays, " ep el
'l leuhrion<iv, in Mrs

ls

jsf i different opinion.  What do
Ty

nren’t

Mis
Hyiron's eonrte
aiisly bipelined ene, “ thiank soomoneh of buxary el

ull

wenmment. P osire when T owarnied oy dear
Lttt we——"

= Naw, mater, deor, vou veally musto't! " juter-
ripted the levopre sl Jesshe, = Mes, Hylton is
an onr siide, yon knows  She HRes pretty thines
abwout her, don’t von Mess Hybon ™ Awmd talking
i thiad, B, 1 hogse v thonueht our Glveoaitrite
deporation i Ve werne perfeetly  sur-
preisad oneselves 1o see Biow well it came ont ! Jist
Prnnsprarent colorsd poper, Mres. Hylon, sl vou
et bt inte sheets, amd wame Eoon the window-
paries, amdy really, nules vou were tald or come
apite close, o wonld dechore it was peal stalned
eliss! Yo otighit 1o ey some of Gt on voiur win.
Hows, Mrs. Hylwon
cot it von go down

= afrakd U olitoshioned, my dear,” said
Mrs. U lvam, stitthy: =0 1 eannot hinve the reality
I preter 1o do witheut even the best ittt bons, ®

“Whv, veir are deserting us, 1 declare!  Elin
yvoul st |.|l.|: her toosee the window, ol |h.‘||.
s b s she will ehavge Tt apinfon,” '

] oalways el my giels.” said Mies, Chapmon
in her woolly  solee, “when T oam dewd and unmb'
they can muke any alterations they plense lmll
while T spared 1o thems, 1 ke everything .;Flnl[l
the honse 1t be kept exactly as it was in their
poor father's lite-time.”

Sla't shen dear, conservative old muammy 1"
anil Jdessie o Flla, in an sndible aside. = “'hl\'
1 o believe she won't see anvthing to ndmine 'm'

BUrsS

That afternoon, s she and Ler mother and Flossie |
“Mrs, and the |
Pendently |

“but I won't |

I rell you where yon can |

" Gieorge

of this belore, though,
ing girl, 1 presaue
discover it for myself.
mother, my dea
= (h, muther
1 was go

she

without consilting you

preferred that you should not be
- troubled,” stammered Ella.
1 am not blaming him.
wishing to be independent.
Jittle surprised that you should
h, Ella.  But for that ehatter-
1 should have been
I wonder you eannol bring
yourselt to he 1 little wore open with your

P
" eried Ella in despair, * indeed
ing to tell you—only
mysell till yesterday . . . at
hroke off lumely, fearing to re
“ 1 find it hard to believe that Geor,
in any way.

I respect him for
1 own to being a
not have told me

left to

I dit not know
st, that is—=—"
fleet on George,

would act
1 is strange

enough that he should have "undrﬂaken to furnisih

the house ia your ahsence.
“ But if | couldn't be

were on the Continent, you

“and I couldn’t.”
* Naturally, as you

there!” pleaded Ella—

coulin't be on Campden Hill at the same time—

you need not he absurd,
wuow is this=have you
or have you not?”

# N—not, much,”
Liead.

he ashamed of himselfl
thing, a1
nnd satis
of mine to inhabit,

“Mother!"”
citedly, * yo
cliouse to suppose thiat

"

1t is—not done as you woel
h money i
{1l you come between us

Leporge hadn't mue
sutisfied, why shon

I am sutisfiod—quite, anl

Elln,

w don’t understand !

But what I want to
lind a voice in the matter

vonfessed Ella, hanging ber

w50 I suspected : and I think Geo

ought to

r
I never Iwanqlcnt such &

and 1 shall make a point of seeing the house
fying myself that it is fit for o daughter

evelnimed Ella, springinz up exs

Why slould you
the house is not pretty
il do i, becanse poor

1o spend : but it 1 ar
An

te satistied 3 e has done

it all henutifully, and T will not Lave a sinzle thlng

altered ! After a

nobody else his any right to inte

you, mother:"
AMrs. Hylton shra
= Oh, my dear, if th
proper to sprak to me,
subject.,  Pray

of interfering—1 am very ulac

wittisfled.”

And by and by she lefr the
ossie, who h

When she hnd gone, Fl
ing open-exed to all th

and stood in front of Ella’s shair.
she said, * has

“Flla, tell me,”

furnished the house exactly

now "
» Haven's T said so,

douht. j1 27
“Oh, I don’t

11, it is his honse, our lintise, an

riere—=not even

seedd Tier shonlders.

At is the way you think

it is time to change the

wnderstand that 1 shall not dream

| that yomi are s0

room majestieally.
ad heen listens

at bl taken place, cams

George renlly
as yon like—really,

Flossie ? why should you

all!
“Teally 1" eried Ella,

think pour Georze wis

couldn’t he expocted 1o know anyt

to do anything!”
“1'm sure
olever of

And. Ella, do all the colors and thines
1 alwayvs thought most men

together

notice much about all that, 1
Ot and where did he 20
for the popers and the earpets?”

I wish =on weuldn't tense go.
have o headache ?
1 won'r,

mantelpieeps pretry !

“ Flossie,
vonu see [
many questions, and

never sibd =0, ]
him to choose just the right thines!

know—I wns wondering, thut was

anerily, * any one would
4 =urt of harbarian, who
hing, or trusted
Llla. But how
o well

didu’y
Anid are the new

Can't
I can’t answer so
Omee for all, every-

thing is jnst what I like—do you understand. or

shall Ttell yon again?
*Oh, adl right.”

ating zoml homor. *then there’s usthing to
your temper ahout, darline, »
And this was all that Ella has

lovalty to Georee so far,

It was the morning a
Fllis had seen Jer mother and Flossie preparing to
go ont, but. owing to the frietion hetween them,

they neither i
did she ventu
laneheon, hot

the expression of their {0
ployed the furenoon—they had heen (nspes
Her wother’s hinndsome face

Campden Hill honse
Wi

o look of frozen contempt,

Just—jnst what 1 1ilke.®

returned Flossie, with exasper-

losa
is there?
1 gained by her

{frer the Chapmans’ visit3

witerd her to aceompany them, not
ilhk “'1”'
rver, the unla

ro they were going. A%
py ghel divieed from
os how they had em-
ting the

Iinnzine o striet

Quaker's feelings on seelnz his son with n pair of
Wil eyes: o Soeinlist’s at finding o T'eerage un-
der his doughter’s pillow: a Positivist's whoss
ehildrer have all inined the Salvation Army—and

vy then hut a falnt b

Hylton's utter dismay and A

len will be reachied of Mrs,

syt

Plossie, though angry, took a different view of
Ela's shivre in the hisiness: she kinew her better
thoan her mother did, and consequentiy refised to

e teve that she wis o Philistine at

WwaArt—Iit was

her alwand infataation for George that mnde her
e with his eyes, and bow down hefore the hideons

honsehold wods he

tind ehosen

tir erect,  Upon

sieh wenloness Flossie had no merey,
“Woll, Ella, desr,” she began, “ mother and T

hive seen Your Tiouse

wearoe Los (juite sarpasses 1

utte wildest expectations—arcept my compliments. ™
“ Flossie,” sl Lier mother, sevepely, * will you

kindly eliose some other topic,

I really feel toa

sirinusly annoyed about all this to hear it spoken

of jush vel.
Amberleys' garden-

I think vau stiall come with me 10 the
arty this afternoon, aml not

Ellw, as we are dining out this evening, You had

better stay at home and rest,

Ala,

11 this amd vountless other woys was Elln masde

to feel that she
Nor did 17
nlone,  * Poor, dear n

thoueht thiat honse would have hrok
Ol P ot savine o word against it, Elln,

was in di=zraee
lossie spare her sister whe

n they wera
t; =1 qnita
v her heart,
now

ther, ™ she sal

vou Hike it amd 'm sure jt lnaks very comfortahle
—ovierything so senvible nnd yseful, and the kitehes
readly eharminz—mother and 1 liked it bwest of all

the roons,

sueli o horrid m
wark there, amd Le would fo
tell mother his entire listor

let s in, e wis 0%
¥ us all nhont and
I dont think ha

eontld have been uite soher—he would Lisist on

turning all the taps on everywhere,

T suppose,

Ella, it's ipver so muely eheaner to farnish as von
and Ceorge have done—that's the worst of pretty

things, they do cost suel a lor!
were 20 proctieal, theugh.”

i no lea yon
And so on.

i Somday George come o luneheon: he was

delizhted to Lear from Flos

ste that they hasd Bwen

to the howse, and gave a boisteroisly hish-spirired

aecniunt of his labors,
=it was n grind,
for those p
sty out th
* At s long, Georde,

he informed them: “and ae
ter fellows, 1 bezan to think thiey'd
sptire lense ™

* uhserved Flossie wicke ile,

* Ol ves. | know, but they promised faithtilly
to be out in ten days—amd they were over thaee
! “l"'kh -

“ [t lonk ot the reanll, George:

find our that Elly liked

= Well, to tell vou the truth, Flimsie,
The mon tolil me that craiving

hit of u Hiuke
wos coni
=1 diln’t know,

: in agnin, and

how i vou
g

aranined o
that was a

I sald, wrain "em, they’

In short, he was were provokinely dense than

ever to-day, sl Ella £

1] hersell growing more

anil tore eaptions amd irritable that afternoon : he
conlil not understand why she was so disinelined
to talk—even the dear little house of which she
wits s sool to be the mistress fafled to interest

lier

= Yon have told me twice altendy that you zot
e drawing-root Garpet aogreat harenin, and only
paid tong ponnds ten for the table dn the dining-

roont, " she brake ot
grantml i futupe 7
“| torg
mater,”
fHeTres

colurs—shie's been taking lessons lately
bt we shall Wwant one or two pri

“Uan't we take that fop

Utk you=l thopcht it was the
“auwd 1 sy, E
v Jessie's protitsed 1o de us seme water-

Eiia,

how '.|]|-.11t

vou know
for the

dining-room, shan't we® yoir can piek them up
seeoul-linml very  elieap.”

= (M, wes, ves, anything you please, Georee !
P not wross, © o ondy tired, espwecinl

N0, T
1alking abont the houwe

: T_\: ni
It is Hlite finidlinl, vou

Kiow, soowhnt 5 thene 1o (diseuss

Daring the days that ollowed Flossie devised an
ingenions methad of tormenting Bl s she L ons
Lier pocket-money, of which she hud o gow deal,

o1l the st

PEOPOSTETONS  OrIHOHeNTS =3 poir

if

| dangling eut-gloss Iustees, beadanats, o tronhy of
wos froit ander o glass slinde, woady firescrerna

| and flower-pots, o 1L of which shie sol

tie Her sutTering sister,

unly preentsd

s woas mot pioe misebief

| or nnkindness on Flossie's part, bt part of o teeat=

| et

vour Httle house—at Teast, 0f shie does, the dear |

old Jady, she'd sooner die thon wdwir jei™

V.

The Chapmans went ot Iast, gnd hefore they
were oul of the honse, Mrs. Hyvlton, with &n effort
to seem uneoneerned, sail ¢

= Al so B, vou s George have done witl-
ont Iy help ™  OF course, yon Kiow your own
.\"IIII‘I!‘ hest o stilly 1 shondd loave thought, 1 shonld
eertainly have thonght, that 1 wight bave been

o't Ga O Before you are Hendy.

Partloulntly on s long Journey.  Be fully preparsd. Yoy

| how,

cannot Lo, permit us to say, unless you are acesmpatited |

with the travelles's und tourist's vaude mveum, Wostotte ="y
Stemach Bters, wiost geidal of appetbaces, wocllmatizors
and of sk iioks,
malarls, cramps sl colles bogotten of bhadly cooked or

Pt s dlgeation. Aualnat  son

unwhinlesome food sod brackish water, terviusness, in.
ervased by travel, ehronte billonsness and  constipation,
the Bitkers s a soverelgn  proventive, It buparts »
telish for food not altogether to vour taste, and Provents
W teom disagroclng with you Newer was thore such a
eapttal thing for the unfoitunute dyspeptic Whi stands in
dbvad of thie Best conkeld mival.  Stonachie troubits caused
by Hbprepared vids alward  ship, o ql--muhmh. and
fatlons  hastlly  bolted at rndlwiy  restaurnits, I.nlmiln
fed by the B o Whith glves o guletus alse to

rhoumatism, kidnoy troubles wnd lnsoumulse

he il it
fully,
i oe sy with o
panel of appalling

“Por the drowin

N
And ar lust the worm turened @ Flossie eame
elivap plush and terme-cotta
ulhness,
ronni,

fur Elly of her

deae” she observinl

blnedly, wml Flla suiddenly buarst into a oot of

Tears.
.

i 1 shie sohbedd,

*You are very, very swnkind to me, Flos-

=0 eaelnfmed Flossie, in o tone of the most

innueent surprise.
wonld Iw vham

“Why, Elln, 1 thought von
o with i

I'm sure teoree will?

Ard vou kKnow it will go beantifully with the rest

of your things.”

S Yo andeht wnderstand L L L, you misht see?
1 might seeowlag 27 :
“How frightinlly wiserable T am, ™ said Ella—
U which was the very mbnisston Miss Flossie had
been seeking to provoke,

“muppose 1 odo swe”

she said, " suppose T've

been tryins to gt yon to aet sensibly, Bl
“Phen it's erue! of you”

“* Xu, its not,

I's Kimd,
vorl inless you speak out ?

CHow am 1 to help
' younger than you,

e but 1 know this—1 woulidh never mope sl
make myself miserable when w wonl wonld put

everything right”

“ But it wouldn't, Flossie—it s too late to speal

1 ean't tell hing how 1 really feel=T ean’t.™

“ Ah, then you own there is something to tell **

*Wihnt have | sald
it sipped ont,

Flossie, forget what 1 said

1 mennt nothing,

 And you are pertectly luppy sl satistied, aro

you Now |

koow Lhow people ook when they

are perfeetly happy and satisfied.”

*It's no use” erind Ella swldenly.
aned tried, and tried to bear ittt T ean'n,
b s msking me (11,

tell somebidy

* e tried,
1 muss
1" am

rn-tth'g oross and wicked and unlike what I nsed to
w. Flossie, Tean't go amd Hve there—=I drowd the
thought of it: 1 shrnk from it werne awd more

every day,
L omust, 1 nnst”

I s all odious, impossible —and yet

“Nu, yon o omustn't—and  what! e, NOu
shan't® : 5 more, Yo
* Flossie, you nwan vou will tell mother . You

must not—do you hear? If you do, you will on
Ob, why did I tell .\'uu;‘

wmake mallers worse.



