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PITTYPAT AND TIPPYTOE,

By Bugene Fileld.
i\”ll day !onEl t!;_alug come and go—
1 t an vine
l'{rl‘prmu uy“:md down the hall,
Playthings scattered on the floor,
Finger-marks along the wall,
ell-tale smudzes on the doop=— -,
By these presents you shall know
Fittypat and Tippyloc.

How they rior at thelr play!
And a dozen times o doy
In thelr troop, demanding bread—
Only bultered bread will do,
And that butter must be spread
Inches thick with sugar (ool
And 1 never can say “No,
Pittypat and Tippytoe®

sometimes there are griefs to snothe,
pometimes rufed brows to smoothe;
For (1 much regret to say)
11|:rrlue and I'Ill)'smt
Bometimes Interrupt thelr play
With an nternccine spat,
Fle, for shame | to quarrel so—
Fittypat apd TippytosI®

Oh the thousand worrying things
Bvery day recurrent brings!
Hands o scrub and bair to brush, |
i search for playthings gone amiss,
Many s wee complaint to hush,
Many o Hitle bump to Kiss;
Life seems one voln, leeting sliow
To Pittyput and Tippytoei

And when day 1s at an end,
There are Wttle dods to mend !
. Little frocks are strangely torn,
Little shoes great holes revenl,
Little hose, but one day worn,
Rudely yaWT at too and heell
Who but you conld work sich woe,
Piuypat and Tippytoc!®

But when comes this thought to me:
#gome there aro that childless Le®
staaling to thelr Heile beds,
With & love 1 eannot speak,
’I‘enﬂeﬂr 1 stroko thelr limds—
> Fondly kiss ench velvet choek,
God help those who do not know
A Pltty pat or Tippytos !
]

On the floor and down the hall,
Rudely smutched upon the wall,
There are proofs In every kind
Of the havoe they give wrought,
And upon my henrt you'd find
Just such trademarks, 1 you sought;
Oh, how glad I am ‘s so,
Pittyput and Tippytoe!

THE STRANGE STORY OF OUR
VILLA.

* ‘Willa de 1'Orient, Avenue des Citronniers,
Niee." Really, our address looks uncommonly well
8t the head of a letter,” remurked Mrs. Brandon,
contempluting, with her head on ons side, the ef-
feot of the words she had just written.

“It really does,” we agreed in chorus.  We
g;ng'l: agreed with  Alrs, Brandon; it saved

uble.

We were thiree “lone-lorn” females—two spin-
flers and o widow—who lad agreed to share a
bouse, or, rather, part of a house—lor we occu-
pied but one sterv—at Nice for the winter,

First there wus Mrs, Brandon—our claperon,
housekeeper and dircotress i chief—tall, blond,
majestie, with a calm, snave manner and a quietly
distinet voice, which always made itslf heard and
obeyed : then came Miss Lucy Lester, a plump,
good-tempered little lady of a certain age, with a
round, smiling face, kindly blue cyes, and notd
an angle sbout her either moral or Fhrsirul,
Lastly there was the present writer, who mod-
estly prefers to lenve her portrait to the reader's

ination, trusting that he will paipt it ip the

m ttrastive colors at his disposal.
supplementary members ¢f the party were
Mre. Brandon's daunghter Georgie, an overgrown
lgirl of thirteen; Georgie's inseparable com-
patifon, * Chum,” a small, sharp and extremely im-
udent fox-terrier; and Josephine, our stont
bonne, who inhabiten a  microscopic
Kkitehen, whieli her capacious person eatirely filled,

In spite of its pame there was nothing in the
least Oriental about the appearance of * onr villa.”
It was simply a guarl-a{zud. wpnare, mnok-and-
white house, looking, Georgie said, us if it were
built of naught, with green baleonies and shutters
and a semicirrular Hight of steps 1o the front
door. It stood in the midst of an extensive gar-
den planted with orange and lemon trees, und
sheltered on vue side by a rocky hill, which rose
above it, sheer and straight Lke a natural wall,
At the end of the gurden was u rustic bench shel-

by a gnarled old clive-tree,

The house was furnished with remarkable taste,
The house agent, through whom ve took our 1*11‘
"‘“mm' jnformed us that the landlord, M. de

aleyre—s gentleman of good birth, though not of
large means, who was now on o shooting tour in
Corgien—had spent many yeurs of lis life in the
Yast, and our rooms contained not o few souvenirs
of his travels in the shape «f ornoments, rugs
and draperies, Lo say nothing ot his own elever oll
sketehes nf Oriental life and seencry which adorned
the walls.

The rooms, though decidedly small, were bricht
and airy, and the ontlook on the ganlen, where
the omanges were ripening under their glosy
lewves, delightful. Altogether we felt we might

tulate ourselves on our goml fortune,

“Yes," procceded our * chiel,” glancing compla-
eently around her—we were sitting in the dinin-
room after lunch on the third day of our arrival—
“ it in really a trouvaille.  So charmingly situntel,
80 well furnished and so cheap!  We might have
looked all over Nice and found pothing ti suit us
so well."

“We might, indeed,” assented Luey Lester,
who geverally echiond the lnst spesker. = One
ould wish, perhaps, thut the bedroows were a
ittle larger —"

* And that they did not open one eut of the
other like a nest of boxes, of which wine 15 the
fneide box,” 1 ventored to adid

Mrs. Drandon glanced st me austercly over Ler
eyvegloss,

“1f we, whom von disturh by passing throuch
onr rooms, do not object 1o that, I think you
nﬁ;lﬂl‘lni," she observed reprovinzly.

4But it seems you do objeet,” T returned.
“ Every morning I am greeted with annthemas
‘not IOlzlmf]: by decp, half smothered under the

othes.

“Why will you persist in getting up at sueh
unearthly hours, waking people out of their
beauty sleep?”

“ [ don't mind that,” pot in Georgie, who was
teaching Chum to balance a pencil on his nose
“hut I dd wish the woman upstairs wonlil not
make sueh a noise at night: T can't 2o to sleep
for her. The ceilings are so thin one hears every
sound,” .

“The woman upstairs® her mother repeatel
“What do you mean, ehild ? - There is no one in
the house but oursclves. The upper stories and

the gronnd floor are unlet.

“There ix somwe one in the 1oom above mine
all the same,” Grorgle persisted.  * She keeps ma |
awake by walking about overlead, sometines mut-
tering and laughing to Derselly and sometimes |
sobbing us if her heart would break,  Last mizht
1 stood up an the bed and rapped the ceiling with
wmy umbrella to silonee lier, but she kept on all
the sune.  Clugn heard ber too=didn't you, sir ™

Chum, glad of any interruption to his lesson,
harked an cwipliatie assent,

“Well, now, that is very strange,” M Lester
remarked, deopping her kndttine, 1 have fnneted
myself, do you kvow, that 1 bheard R T
g abont overhvad—not only at npight, bt i the

wytime, "

* Perhaps there is some servant or earetsloer

T

1eft in charze of the roowms,” Mra Branilon
nldtlltm‘ a panse; 1 will ask AL Gillet when
next 1 see him.”

Weo saw M. Gillet, the Louse nwent, the foliow-

day. He called, as e expluined politely, to

ask after the health of * these ladivs.™ and t -

eertnin if we were satisfied with our * instnllation.”

He was o round, fat, oily man of middle age,
with a blund manner and w propitistory smile.

“We are quite well and perfectly  satistied,”
Mrs. Brandon replicd graciously, answering for us

I, as usnal.  * Lot 1 thought you teld us, M.

illet, thiat the upstairs rooms were unoecupicd *

“So they are, madame.  There is no one in the
house bLut yourselve; amd your servine”

“%Then whe is it my dauglier hears ot night
the room above lers™  He ralsed Lis eye-
glancing inquiringly at Georgie,

» r o woman valKing about and talking tn
herselt,” she oxplained. T ean't understand what
ghe says: it is not Frepeh.”

“Ah!" His face changed from smiling in-
eredulity to startled gravity  He drew 1o hf! lips
snd loo turbed,

“ It must be Madame de Valesre,” he muttersd ;
®{t can be no one else. Just like her to tuvn up
l,,lhl in this mystorious fashion without a wo
of warning! nsieur will be furious when he
knows she is hore, ﬁm] 1 shall eertainly think it
my duty to inform him at ouce.”

“Arg you Fnkin: of our landlord's wife™

1 . Hea i
H‘u why sgouﬁnhe be displeased ?  Has she
ug*, ight to oceupy her own house "

e‘ —no—that f';’ fust it. Whea they sepa-
rated by matunl ceneeént a year ago it was ox-
mﬂr Iipulaw.l. a8 i condition of his making

aD &

owance, that she should not return hers,
or h;-_‘n:_r way molest him. 1 had it from bis own

d“' ; ghy did they separate ™ Miss Lester inquired
- He lh,;nscad his shoulders.

- * “Incompatibility of temper' was the reason
, but, of course, there were others. The
is, it was one of t madly romantic mar-

which never do turn ont well—except in

She was Amb girl wliom he picked

P somewhere in A and insisted on miarry-

I‘.'tro the seandal of hie fattly and friends. That

in portrait,” be added, noddin: toward a pie-

tiure on the wali* “ painted by Mopsieur himself
soon aftor his mariage.”

“We looked with interest at the eanvas: s slight

but elever oil sketeh of a voung Arab zitl, with

80 oval, olive-tinted fase of striking beauty, unl

smouldering

strunge, passionute dark eyes with a J
] was written

fire an their  oepths, Under 3t
“Avesha" and 2 date k

“VYes, she wias hangdsonme then,* he admitted;
in answer to our comments, * but hall a savace
and more than hall a beathen, though !‘flip%‘l{
to have been converted. 1 heard that in the early
days of their marriage slie spent most of her time

concocting  charms  and  potions 1o Keep her
husband’'s love.  Apparently they were not
tho  rizht  sort,” Le  added dryiv: “he
soon  wearted of Ler; then there  were

scenes, tears, uphraddiogs. Muodame was jealous—
twith rause, 11 report spoke truly); Monsieur ha
8 temper—entin, no one was surprised when, just
8 vear azo, M. de Valeyre announted that they
hatl separated by muetual consent, and that Ma-
dame Lad veturned to her friends. Sinece then
he hins been Travelling, and, wo doubt, 1s muth
happier without her.*

“q\'}uh- she, poor soul, {s fretting her heart
out," Mrs ]!r.-lnrllnn put an; “though 1 Lave no
doubt lie was a brute to her."”

The agent shruggoed his shoulders with a dep-
recating smile.

“There wern faults on both sides, Madame:
hut it was hardly possible for any man to live
in peare with such a toguee a8 she 18 .

oepiee P Mrs, iit.m-‘un repeated : “do yon

mean that she is mad? 11 so, it i certainly not
pleasant to have Ler in the house'
“NMais non, Madame (" he protested: *ghe is
not mad; only ercentrie, erratic, eapricious  Ier
returning in this mysterions way is a proof of
it. Of course I have no right to interfere with
her, but T shall eertainly let M. de Valeyre know
at onee that she is here,  You must not be sub-
jected to this anpoyanee

After a few more worde he tools his leave

The daya that followed were fully and pleas-
antly ocenpied in exploring Nice and its en-
virons, which were new ta all of us.  We sunned
ourselves on the Promenada des Anglais; drove
on the Cornice Noad: heard the hand in the
Jardin Publie, and loitered among the tempting
shops on the Place Massona—all in due conrse.
The weather was  glorious,  Sunny  days  andl
moonlit nights sueecedod each other in nnin-
terrupted splendor, and made it diffienls for 0s
to helieve that we were actually within a few
weeks of Christmas,

The presence of the mysterious Madame de
Valevre in the house was no longer o matter
of donbt. Not only had we all heard her rest
Jess footsteps overlead, and the unintelligible
muttering which sounded so strangely uneanny,
hut more than onee we had eanght sight of her—
a tall, slender figure clad 1 a loose, white
wrapper—paeing to and fro in the shadowy garden
alleys, or sitting on the hench under the gnurled
olil ‘alive trer. Onee, at dusk, T met her on the
stairease flitting silently upstairs to her own lonely
rooms, but she passed me quickly withont re-
turning my salutation or even glaneing at me,

S (Mest drole ! Josephine aften remarked ) ™ to
shut lierself up like that, without even a servant.
And how koes she gt lier food 2 She never seems
to oo hevond the gates”

We agreed that it was “dyols,” but did not
trouble ourselves greatly alont the matter, hav-
ing more interesting oecupation for onr thonghts,

One evening, in the third week of our ten-
anev, the others were gone to the thentre. anl
1. pleading letters to write, hind rémained nt home
with nn companion but * Chum,” having given
Josephine permission to go ont,

Chum. by the way, was the enly ane of the
porty who did pot appear to like Tis winter
anarters.  He had not been in his usnal rode
health and spirits ginee we eame to the villa,
bt soemed restless and depressed. Even now,
as he lav enrled un on my gown, he conld not
sloep quietly, bt kept waking up with a start
and a shiver, looling uneasily ahout him

L aat in the dinipr-ropm, ont of whith the
other ranms opensd.  To Tie richit was the ror-
tained doorwayv (doors there were nonel of fhe
salon—ty the left, that which admitted to Mre
Wranden's bedroom, Jeading ant of which was
Vlise Tostors. The dressinepoom of the latter
had heen converted into a hedroom for Geoargie,
and the lnst of the snite was my own «hanhaer,

The evenine was warm and verv still  Glane.
ing throvah the open window  which was shaded
b a M enendvptns T oeanpht o elimnse of o
by full of stpre. and over the froctops a line
of ‘tremulons silver shiowed where the sea Iny
sleening

As T lowered my head to my writing neain my
ove wis arrested by o osbicht movement ol the
portiere which sereencd the drawine-room door-
way. I looked up guickly, but seeing nothing
vnusnal, econcluded 1 hidd  been  mistaken.,
was writing busily angain, when the dog stir
uneasily, erowlsl, then suddenly sprang to his
feet, sazing, with dilated eves and ears erect,
toward the door, A< T ipvoluntarily  looked
azain in the same (|\‘IH--|| 1 was startle] 1o
wee i hand=the long, slender hand of a4 woman—
r‘llf forth from within to draw the curtain back

or 8 moment it pemadned maotionless, orasping
the portiere, and I hod thme to note every de
tall of its “form and  color: the  fine
dusley  #kin, the delieate taper fingers, on
of which gleamed o quaint spake-shinped  eold
ring. Then the durtain was aliruptly withdrawn,
and o figure pppearcd ir the openinz: o tall,
slender woman enveloped in o losse wrapper o
some gaury Aleerian stufl

Tt was Madam» de Valevree
n full view af hey face before, hint 1 pecognizoed
Tier ot orvee us the oricinnl of the nortrair:
thinner. older, with a wild and troubled look
in her lovely dark exes, bhut the same

Ton startled to soeak. T staped at lier, amd
he looked linele as sitently and s fixedly at me
Then, before T eonll pise o addeess her, my
st visitor erossed the poom with w0 ealm
and leisursly step and passed  theough the op-
posite doorway.

Recoverivg from my surprise, T eansht np the
Tamp ond followed e, She hod aleeady teavepse]

T had never hind

Mre, Bromdon's belroom  aml was puosing into
the one heyvond,
“Pardon, Madame —=" 1 ealled aftor her:

Fart s pedther pattsed nor turned 11 she peaelied
the threshold of my own room, the inper one
of _the suite,

Drowing ek the potiore witly one hooal, <he

Inakedd at me over her shoulder—a look  that
theilled me. so cartest It was, g0 fmperions, s
franght with weaning o whieh T had not the

clow=hut uttersd not o word,  Then &he passed
in. and the heavy enetain dropned Dehimd Loy

In a second’s space T had Tollowed hier juty
the room

Toomy utter astonisliment she was not thers, B
looked round hlankly, n 2 alove my
head,  There was no other door but that by which
elie Lind entered ;. no eloset, no guphonnd, 1o pesoss
in which she conuld be coneealed,  And veot shie was
gone=vamshed, it seewed, into thin air. For a
woment [ stood, fooking about me in otter e

wilidlerment ; then o sort of panie selzed me=an
irrntional fear of T knew not what or wlh mi,

I bnrvied baek theough the cmpty sl silent
rooms, not daring to enst o glanes bedind me;
fir

nn:l
the dining-roum,
whepe | gat with
r\'nlrsl\' it every

feelivg a sudden distuste
took refuge in the tiny kite
Chum on my  lap, starting
sound, 1 the others retarmel,

I bLud deeided To sav nothine of what Lind oe.
enrgqd to Miss Laster or Georvie  lost gt shonld
alurm them, but M Brandan §owost 106!l for the
reliel of my own mind, though T hardly expected
shie wanld blieve my story, I fact it seeqe ),
evenr to myeeld, =0 ineredible that T eonld well
excuge her seepticism

It was as B anticipat Sl Tardd me ont with
a look of mingled wtonishoment and dnereinlity
My dese Fadieh,m O sl saeld whien T hacl findshed
weuse ey hit<are vou o gquite sare yon did ot
fall nsleep and dream all this ™"

*1T o guite sure that 1
then as 1 am now.’

was s wide awalo

“Pur it e so utterly unaceountabile,” she ol
Jeoted s “not only her i we, bt sk up-
pearanee,  How did she e drawinie-
toom in the first instunee!  She wias not therve

when we went aut 1T am eertuin, and she eonl |
not have entersd it afoeward without your seeing
her. Why dicl vou not ask her what shie wanted
—whnt she meant hy it ?"

b owas ton startled at fiest, and when I recoveres]
wyself she had vanished

“Well, I hope T shall eneounter her myeell”
Mrs. Brandon remarked pesolutely s * sl shall
not ‘vanisht sgain il she has explaine] the
matter, I promise you  We enn't have lier prowl
tng about our rooms Hke o Banshee”

Pat the durs possed on, aond we canght no
further glimpse of Madame de Valeyre,

It was the Iast day of the old yvear—a day so
brilliant, so warm, serene ancl sunny  that it woaulid
not have disgraced an English widamnmer.  Long
after Georgie had retited for the night we three
elders sut round the handful of womd lire which we
kept in wmore for the sake of eheerfulness than
warmth, talking of ald times, old friends and old
seence in that retrospective mood which falls on
most of us at get geasons,

* 1 wonder if that poor woman upstairs will have
any one to wish her ‘Bonne Annee' to-morrow *”
Miss Loster remarked during a pause in the con-
versation. “ Faney how triete to be spending
Now Year's Eve alone! [ thought I heard her
crying just nmow."

Wa listened, and sure enough a sound of sup-
preseed  sohbing, inexpressibly sad and forloro.
reached ug froin the room above, 1

Mrs. Brandon exclaimed compas-

* Poor ) i
sionately. =1 fexl strongly inclined to go upatsirs
and eee I there is anything I can do to help or
comfort but there is no knowing how she
might . She is evidently more than a little
toguen, Gillet told us. M that Lusband
of DerSe—

She Joft the sentence anfinished, and we all
started as @ sound of wheels reached us, comimg
rapidly up the garden drive, and stopping at the
door. The next moment there was g lowd peal
at the bell,

“Who ean it be at this hour? it is past 11
o'clock 1" T exelaimed.

s U pa it is Monsieur de Valeyre," Luey Tes-
tor suggestod suddenly. 1 rose, and, eautiousiv
owenine the window, zlades) down jnto the gir-
den.  The woonlight showed me a tall man's Agure
just alighting from a fAaere, the driver of which
wag handing down a guncase and o portmantenn.

“It is our landlord, sure enough,” I said, closing

“ Monsieur Gillet's information has

the window.
1 liope there will

brought Lim home, 1 suppose.
be no ‘scene' upstairs.”

*Dear me, I hope not!™ Luey echoed: though
the anticipated excitement seemed not altozether
unplensing to her !

“He is evidontly not remarkable for patience,
was Mrs Brandon's comment, as another still
louder peal rane through the house, = If Madame
dees pot chioose to admit him one of us must g0
down, Josephine is in bed long ago.” :

1 volunteered for the tusk, and, Luey offering
to accompany me, we descended, noisily escorted
Ly Chum

The finere was driving away ne we opened the
door, and the visitor stood on the step, looking out
at the moonlit garden.

He turned, and, expecting ro doubt to sons a &or-
vant, was beginning an tmpatient exclamation
at the deiay, but checked himsell on perceiving

us.

“A hundred pardons, Mesdames, for disturb-
Ing vou at this untimely hour," he snjd, raising
his hat, " but 1 have only just arrived from Cor-
am M onsieur e Valeyre,* he added.

1 bowed, and deew back to admit him, trying
in vain to silenes Chum, whose bark was now ex-
ehanged for @ low, angry growl. .

The visitor was a tall, well-built, bronze.com-
plexiuned man of six or seven nnd thirty, with a
fure which would have heen strikingly ‘l:lﬂll:‘ll‘m"
bt for it< worn and haggard look, and somothing
repellent in the expression of the bald dark eyes

“Yaur dog ohjects to sUrangers, apparently,” he
eaid, with u glanee of no great favor at the terrier,
whi responded with a snarl which showed all his
little sharp white teeth

“He ds o capital watehalog”
getieally : * hie wonld soon let us
were thieves in the house™

“ AlL, that reminds me——"_He turned as he
spoke, to put up the deor-chain. * T hear from
Gillet, my agent, that you were nlarmed on your
arrival by strange noises in the upper rooms. Dn
they still continue ™

“'We were not alarmed exaetly, hut they puz-
#led us till we knew that Madame de Vileyre
had returned.”

He let fall
at me

“Alndame de Valovre 2™ he pepeated.

“Yos: il not M. Gilket tell you, Monsienr, thiat
she was here 27

“ e told me vou had saifl so, hut I eould not
believe it: I eannot believe it now. She—my
wife—iz with ber family at ,-\I'_-i--rra.lxmul it is not
likely she would lave returned without letting
me know.” i
“8ha is fn the honse at this moment,” T said,
quietly : “she hes heen here for the last month.
Wo hivve not only lieard but soen her vepeatedly
—have wo not 7 T added, turning to my  coin-
panion, who echoed, * Repeedly 17

He looked from one to the other of us with a
frown, but said nothing: and having soenred the
tustening of the door, ook up his portmantesn
and followed us vpstoirs,

“May T ask voun to lend me vour light for a
moment 2" b saad, when we reachesd the Janding
“1 will return i© presently.”

Nearly a guarter of an lour elapsed hofore he
deseondid,  We heapd him gomng from room to
room, opening and shutting doors and windows,
bt no sound of voices voiwehed us

At Jast hie peappeared ut the open door of our
sitting-roun, r-unrﬂ-- in liamd. M=, Brandon ler-
self went forward to take it from him, looking ut
him serutinizinzly as she did so,

“Many thanks, Madame." e said, pelinguishing
it to lier with n bow.  Then, turning to me, ue
welded, poldly © * You wore mistaken in supposing
that my wife nad returned Thepe i no lving
ereature in the  rosms upstaivs, nor  have  they
been entered sinee 1 loft them,”

“Rut we have seon * T bocan.,

“Whoever you may have seen, it was certainly
not myv wife,” was his reply.

Before 1 eonld speak again he added :

“I Lave the henar to wish voi gondsovening,
Mesdames,” and, with a compreheasive how whih
inctuded s wil, he left the poom,

Wo looked 0t eael other bewiideredly,  What
didd it mean T What Ll heean of the woman

“She must have heard his voice, and Liddon
herself somewliers dn Tear of lim,™ Miss Lostor
s guestiod,

“ Deperd upon i1, she has reasan to fear him,”
Mes., Brandon vemarked. = e loaks 1k ity
who woulil use his power mereilessiv, Tt is deead
ful to think of that peor halfdemented ereattin
;-l"l!l'..' ..!Ml' nnprotected to his anzer, perhaps vio-
e

Lury Lostor ddrew her shawl closer aronud her
with o sliver

1 =aid, apolo-
know if there

the door-chgin and turned to look

“1 fee] sis if sapethine terrilile was vojng to
liapoei,™ she sabd pervonsly
The  same i prosentiment  woighed  on

Sl
other slidowy

Into wopls

my own mimd, tosether with sam
foar whish T conlid not have put

Feeling towo anvions gl exeited ta go to hel,
e theved ronmd  the fiee nehin, | T 1T
whiswere, amd hstening  agprehons P an
st from abav Far o tiume we hY |

Valevre moving avoots then thers o sl
anly interpapred whion  the  thiwspices, ehimi

midnieht, remindmd us 1o wish each other o Happy

New Ve

Aftor that T must have fnllon intoe o aloes, from
which T was srousd by g toneli on my arm

“Edith,” Mre Dreendon swlispeped, *da vaa
hepy 7 ;

I startodd aned st uorieht, looline about mwie i

the eonfusion of a sudiden aw: “What ia
it 1 sk

Weeplus hor haed om me e she ponted un
ward,  The licht restloss foatsteps wo hal erown
tor letiow s woll Were ones mrae wcine to ol fro
averhead, and we heard the Low interamitoon® mar
mnr of 4 wa L ey bt wis dnte
riptil hy a V=i man'e hiotrss ory of ol
angbsh or terror, sitéloas 1 troet § o pevor hear
wguin,

Mingling

81

with the ery
Innghter, then the senund of o
lspvy full whici shook the Fioise

“Come, or there witl e morder Mrs
Prandon exelbsimml, and shie haeelsd fram the room

COIe 0P

I of ebirited

1l
e, un

and wpstarrs, followsd iy Miss Fowcar and spyaslf

W wirrd the anter donr of Vole ¥
anartments elosed. bt por e Vil pressin
throushy the ante-clamie, ontog v st ronm

of the siuite. A Lip om the ehimmoynieoe showel
that it was in steange disorider : the furnitare dis
whaeedd, the carpet upturned, the cloth balf gyl
from the tahle

Its only present orcupant was the master of 1he
bovisi . Wl evonediond neninst the wall ar the fur
ther el inoan attitade of abjest teron

Never while T live slidl Topgot  thae froe D
turned toward us wlhen we enters b With geined
dilatand eyves and purted Lipsg it Lookessd Bl oy
fmpge of fneay tir Teor. 1 stomped « over the
thresholil, foeling a shrinkine re R T
Bt Mys, Brancon withent hesitation advaneed ta
Tiks widle.

l“ l}'h it isthe matter ? what has lappens) 2 she
g bl

e dondgesd nt her vigely, Tint seemed ine .'|]:.'|h|n
of utterime a word, amed pit Jis hopit to s thront
a0 s loesting Fhere wars o carade of Tandy on
thee able.  She @led o Hgmouy glese and held it
to his Jips.  Presently D deew a dvep sabihine

breatly aod halt vised Diaselt, gdanebee ol the
ruomy with o rd Took ol deewd,
I shs—wome ™ he asiood loare dy

STl g nn ope dwere but enrscdves,” Miw

Brondon peplied. * You—=" S tevdie alt, pe-

colling From him with o sl
He Bl started eonvilsively,

with o lowk of soescliless torror ot

ot Hie opgesate side of the oo,

] was gazing
st uhjeet
T lontarily

wir fulboswnal the dlppeetion of lils eses, bt to ns
a was visihe

- e fs=look '™ hie gnaped, My wife

Aendd, vt livine  Keep her from e =keep hee

hands o my thrent! - Avesla—mer y—pirdon !
Oh, heaven.”

e erotielwd qeainst the wall o3
Potly hawlds to rejwel some invisih P sirne-
gling desperntely as iF with an actual tadily an-
agonist, and apparently using all hic strensth to
keep the mopderons tipeers from his throat,

Miw. Beandon haed Aed from Lim e o pande, and
wioe nil theee  stood on the  threshold, watohines
with horror-struek eves that ghastly strocghe It
did not Last Tong. With s o 1l ehokig < ey hie
dropped hiv arns: his whale figore collapsed and
fell in a heap, face downwsrd, on the floor,

Steaneely enoneh o my fear had o ntteily
paesed] away Wihile the otheps hesitated T oane
proached Lim nmd 1ifted his Dol and tuened his
fabe  to the Dheht. Arter oce ghonee T Inid at
down again with o shaddor,  “ 1las he fainted
again P they  asked  me “Ule s desd,”
answerel, as 1 oroce,

Yes, he was dewd ; But how had he divd 7 What
wits the meaning of those livid  linger-marks
whish, for a moment, I had seen plainly printed
on his throat? That is a mystery  which hos
never heen solved.

ainy puttine oot

The sudden death of fhe master of the Villa
de I'Orient caused a sensation in Nice, whers he
was well knywr, m]d it was intensifisd by a rumor
that Madame de Valeyre lad mysteriously disap-

red,  There was ao *race of her recont presence
n the house, aad it was aseertained that her rela-
tives in Algeria had had uo news of her for more
than a year. Sowe other facta came to light
whieh fhrew a sinister suspizion on the dead
man Search was made in the garden and
grounds, and finzllr her hody was discovered buried
under the old olive tree. An Algeriun  searf,
tightly knotted round her throst, showed what
had been the manner of her denth,

It need harly be safd that we took flight as
soon as pessible from the (smenod honse, whinh
was shortly afterwnrd demolished by orider of the
Yaleyre family, so that net a ves8tige now pe
mains of what we onee ealled ™ our villa,"—{The
Argosy.

TOURS TO FLORIDA VIA PENNSYLVANIA RAIL.
ROAD,

The first Personnlly Conducted Tour 1o Floridn vig
Pennsylvania  Ballvond  Jeaves New-York ot 000

. my, Jonunry D1, TA0E There ave s aceommeiy.
“““I"k’ﬂrl lhl} “IHI‘III:I!! lr&ln for 15 ar 20 persons. Barly
applieation for space should Le made ostt o

ing 1o join this tour, 5 e Biver

OYSTER CULTURE IN FRANCE

MR. DEAN'S OBSERVATIONS ABROAD.

GREAT NATURAL DIFFICULTIES SUCCESSFULLY
OVERCOME BY THE FRENCH CULTURISTS

—A LESSON FOR AMERICA.

Washinzton, Jan. 20.—The United states Fish Com.
misslon has lssued & report on the present methiods
of aystes culture in France, written by Bashford Dean,
¥hn 45 &t present engaged In the blological depurtment
of Columbla Collegs, Mr, Dean 18 a gpeclalist In this
na, and was gent abroad In the summer of 1801 under
tnstructions from the United States Commissloner of
Fish and Fisheries to study oy ster culture in France with
the view of gathering tnformation which might be of
volus to the ovater eulturlsts of this country. It 15 be-
coming more apparent every year that suimething must
be done If the American oyster supply 15 1o be kept
equal to the demands upon 1t Mr. Dean's report 1s
Hoerully Mustrated,  He pays a tribule to the patient
toll of tha French In overcoming greal natural diffi-
cultles and pereovering untll they have ereated o
great and profitable Industry In the ealture of ovsters
for market. Me says that when one lns carefully
exnmined  oyster eulture In Franee It appears moce
than ever manifest why the Industry st home Las
been a profitable one, Me says:

“If the present condition of our Industry must

be tmproved, there nrve, fortunately, but few natural
phstacles o overcome, and we may woll be hopeful,
our ﬂsdl-ra are of a hardy and profitic spocles, our
const 14 o natural collecting pliee for seeld, and the
conditlons of our oyster-hearing grounds nre practically
We have In no degres the adverse

as good as evern,

at §t. Servan, made experiments uUpon the

of marline, .
fisation of  oysters  upon bits  of  sticks
and  wood, and found  that by sultable
arrangement  the  oyster growth might he

rendered far more rapid. The practical importance
of these “ecllectors,” ng the bits of sticks nnd stones
ewere termed, was taken up for demaonstration by h!‘.
Coste, o professor In the College of Franee. M. Coste's
experiments falled, and “bLe died blind, in disgrace,

. Pletil = e 8 y

L, wl L= =3 .-
PREPARING THIE SEAL OYSTER.

liut others

and looked upon almost as a charlatan.®
thut came after Coste fully demonstrated the Gulity
of the Idea, and these colleclors are (o the oysler
culturtst of Franee what the net 15 1 the sbad fish-
erman of the ludson, They wre of several Linds,
but the most numerous form 18 that of o eureed
roofing e, with the concave surface turned down.
Thls tnner side 1% comted with a prepared cement,
tn which the swimming fry of tw oyster altuches
Itself. “These Mies are arrnnged In plies, or Leld In
crmtes, submerged ot low water mack. 1t was found
that the shine and sediment, which In other kinds
uf collectors often pathersd and smotliered the seed
vyster, formed ol the wp or outer surfage of the

NREDGING
contitdang that the Frenel bave so siecessiully on.
counterd, Thelp eonst pegions, In the nrst place,
favorntde fo o natiueal growth of oysters are both few
and small,™ Thelr waters, oven In some of the hest-
aecnmulate

known  lotallthes,  are  often  turhld,
seditment, and glve plse (o <hiftloes of muddy Bottoms,
Culture hos hid to bidng Do bse the softest thats

and mud banks, crusting them over with gravel and
sand ; 1t hos il 1o devise every posddble way of pro
its avsters feom  wediment,  muid boriad - ond
enemiss,  Flnally, thees are Tt teo polnts along thelr
entire coast whers seed ovsters occne o any natuml
abundnanee, skt In culture, however, hias ennbled
Auray and Arcacbion to supply peadily the groat home
demand for sead, and sven th fuenish in large part
the park< of the Low Countrles end England, & s
i the n Labile when we econslder how pe
cently was 1) wip Aepleted that for Tl
firad the oxstors  wore

tevting

Preneh const

experiments Iy endtivation

actially  porelased fiom Othep eonntries.”

The metliads adopted by the Frenell enlindsts
are deseribed Ihogrent detadl In the repogt. Notum)
difficnlties Wave cadseill them to stady divishim of |
Iabi In the Indtstry ime loenlity  furilsles the
s, ancthir palees the oy ster to motarlty, o thind
will fMlavor or cole 1, and sometlmes ovien o fonrh
v prar 1t pispart,  The growth wof the In-
dissiry hlas pevfally woder the cape of  the !
Lo mittient reservallon of e naturnl 2occanils
A= Satw popests apd thie fugl H| of  genaral
 § LR [} BT ins iy regmrdet s 1 r Haey ot LLLLL ‘
Fretoh o r e, These gromnds, onee cxhnnst d,
o ot I, pev rogbieded as the peematnt eapital |

¢ aurronnting whesse profits dn the firm of
sl ngstors are sbarvd by all alike

A lisdif contney g the pntaral oveter hids of
France were dernied Ineshnstible, and wore allowe]

e e H ran] i French
RO, . however, 1ha ol TG
Loterventhng was Neeessary 19 save e Iadasoy from
eatlethot, In 12500 M. de Ben, o comrds=lotialte

AT TANCALE.

rooflog tlle, while the try, nttached to the under
conrave storface, theive unhnemed by these sea-ac-
cumubintions,

seed  oysters are

When softiclently  grown  these
gnthered, seraped from the tlles and sold to the
ploye whn es the seefl  for market, The

latter's arranzements for palsing the oyster in parks
or tidal ponds, protected from shifting mud bottoms,
erabs, bortng snalls and staefish, by wiregnuge rear-
g cases, are deseriled with valuable attentlon to
detnll by Mr. Dean,  He also glves # full descrip-

ton of the parks ot the varous centres of the
d n2 the Freneh const, tells of the ex-
s of e geowers ns Lo space, and

famons elafres of Narennes, or the

pond . s are faltensl, or are speclally
trvabind fot rootiish paloe llghly prized in the
reatinrniits of Parls, It might almest be sabd thit In
the bands of 14 Freneh e o T w o llwreal
ediention Between the im0 fiest attaches Itself
0 fhe eomentoonted  tile and the tinal  moment
whent Its thread of Wi bs cnt <hort by the Parislan

Fhe nataral ids eannot be compared In imporianee
with the  pesduct  of the  artifickd culture, bot at
s polnts, ns at S Nalo, Grmville and Caneale,
Hietass gl bevote valoable offey obce

Dreditng within preserilndd Hmits,
sranted so aeldom that such oceasions
§ I s The = chaloupes™ (thrse

11 e dirny iy for worl, ond the
1 fillest wihih titors, At @ eannon-shot
Vimstls sthrt g sl =triving

irst on the nid e

s i bal. nre opeiated by lindf
et shot eloses the deedeh
the Jitle Ml potur }
T yesa) nre
1ot npen the sand o ns the P o
mass of eveters bsoop onee attacked by womett
ehifdron, wig seet them ot ond place  them
b oblong wicker baskets, ready for sale to the
growers aud the owners of nelghhoring  parks,
Mr, Denn poachies the conclislon that the Wash-

InEon Covernment, bn view of the eapld exlanstion
of the ANmeriean  ovster heds, 1 retsont of tha
sormott s denln apion thesn, <hosld aw the example
of the Feonch Government and  aoquire  owner llll]l
and cantend of natiursl beds. e strongle pecommends
gt of tile collectors ond wire guaze rouring cases

SPOKANE THE AUDACIOUS.

OF THE EAST WASHINGTON

METHOPOLIS

MINING AND FARMING DISTRICTS TIIAT
PAY HER TRIBUTE-NER ENTERPIUAL

FELT IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.
spalinie, Wasl, Jan, T 00 Chlel Spokane
shzel iy pnteeprandiod walk along the Whitken
this morning.  There wos faltering suowstorm,
pyery foutfall elmrmed, for the spow sl 1 have heon
wpnrated pow ten vears,  The Indian eamp was n
confuston,  The wardors wepe listless epongh, but the
siptaws were rolllng up thelr adoteas iy Wlanhkets and
tepree-pdes, 0l fhsteting Ui same o thede own in
eaplioatde wasr on the Je broneos, Tt §s Lhe st
Mmiting of the tillee away from the fble whirh
Lieies s name  to foln Saltess and bl el snp
porting bsves on the Coope d'Alene Reservation,  The
ol cldef stood i teotet of Dils nnedful of Gee. his shoet,

PllOsPERITY

Ty

rmplin

river
AL

il body apparvotly  missispen oo aoconnt of Uhe
ditferomoe in the Jength of his legs, The Taee, sogacious
anid coamy, Ne Wil Josephi's, rflaxed sHzhtly ns ]
approachied, and, aleerving me fixedly, he stonpd
down, orrsand both Bands gver Mle knees anad then
vithad them ¢t bls mididle, aeiess which b
deew hvm slgnil Ia, mecompany ing the gesture with
TS FERTH T (10 () v of the Jength and severlty of the
winter ot lund s “ Heap cold, htap show ™

My Iost wisit to spokone wos b 1850, st slter 1ts
areal (e, widel lefe nothing af (he hnslness pontion
of the olty save o Jew small feaie bodidings of tem
pernsy charvacter (Uhal had boen consteietel to meet
Prrmedbat e ond pecssbigg demand=) and the nlls of the
spuliane Biver®

ety enlaried,

st

Now the tndness di<elet hes bheen
and ds owell eoverd with beiel and <tome
sofne sla «lofies hgh. Fligees Wtk Dinve doditdesl Hhely
cupltal =toeR dudlng the st year, and all the eliy's
TR T T T on o sibstantial basis amd
properons,  This pleasant state of alfiles 1o oxpladned
by Spobineta relatlon to the meeonrees of the conntyy
surromiting  and the constrnction of rallriils,

The Novtlhern 1% e wies the fiest to eome, and fine
of the cight epllrcods that conies bere gee andor (he
vontrol of thot eompany, which foresaw the great pos-
sibititles of o cliy ot thi< polnt, and, after the com-
phetlon of 1< main Hone In 1s=2, oaeguraied o large
Lraneh system, which reaches all the nelghbering min
ing, aprloultues! and timber reserves, aod which s be
Ing extended into remoter regions,  Alout tweniy pas-
ciger teakns eome Into and go out of Spalane overy
twenty-fone hours, move than half of which are under
the control of the Northern Pacifie,

The maln agelenlmnral  disteict I8 opened by the
Northern Pocitie’s “spoknne and Palouse Rallroad,”
wihileh extends from this ¢ty to Kendriel, Idaho, about
105 mitles, through that most prolifie conntry koown
a5 " The Polouse.* As I rode over tis and the Cral
Creel nnd Assolln lands thrce months ngo  they ap-
peured to be simply a gigantle graln fleld.  The farmers
were threshing. and there were thousands of acres un-
harvested, with the unshipped frultage of as many more
stored In the open. A well-informed pesident told me
that the erop in East Washinglon slone 1s over 1,000,000
vushiels. 11 ko, Its entire value at market pricé s just
about equalled by the amount reallzed the present year
from the cedar #hingle output of West Washington. so

A

the two sldes of the State keep hand in hand, There
has never been a fallure of the wheat crop here. The
yield averages tweniy five bushels to the acre. This

wheat bears a high repute at the centres,  Over 60,000
bushels were Iately purchased from a single farmer by
a miling company In Minneapolls, which mnkes a
feature of such food products as rolled whent »-.d faring.

The Unlon Pacltic bullt Into Spokane In 1800, and
the Great Northern, the third teanscontinental line, las
Jnst arrdved, and let contraets for the constenctlon of
shops.  The Northern Pacliie shops will probabily be
removed here next year.  The Speikane and sonthern
Haltway has 125 miles bullt and wow In operation, and
surveys completed sixty-five miles further to Nelson,
I British Columbla, the eentee of thnt mining region
whieli 1s now attracting »o much atiention. At Nel
son the road will mect o Mne of the Canadlan Pactfie,
now hiilding southward through' Crow's Nost ass. It
15 tlils Junetion that will give o Spolkane s four trsns
continental ralleoads,

siver and lead under
some of the eleliest «Hver
made in the Jast year. The
farns b T\'l'n, on the west showe of Lake Kootenay.
Ruslo b5 toc he the northern Loadville, =» It 15 said,
enpdtnl o enterprise have almost complete
possesdion e, and there <seems to be no let up to the
althongh today the snow ks five feet desp,
From the vighteen wines now i operation o is belng
lipped on which are compelled to travel
thirty miles before recching Kootenay Lake, ot Kuaslin
A Mem o whileh Bis one hinndied and fifry aml
mules engnped In the eontiaet for transporting thils
e, 0 be sabd, witl mpke a elian 100,000 (hils winter.
The rond to the mbties from Kaslo wiil be sompleted and
apendd In the spring, The ore 1s of hgh greade, -
nlig from #1100 0 000 pry tom ;) present cost from
mboe o smelter, #0 por qon IE 1 expected that
anie ot mines will be gueted at bigh dgures n
sttty when they are more [ully developrd,  Arrun

A wealtly of coal, tean, gold
Tes this portlivrn rogion

flwoverlis have

b

s poiaree
mining,

slothizes

liorses

g works in =pokane, o thme for the Aprell ores.
{7 ared Jocaldy  there ae pot less
Ui 159000 well developed mines and prospects which
tnnbile to ship to disinit smeltngs, whieh will
get favile transpodtation to this polnt,  Thes mines at
present cmploy o tatal of 5,000 men, who purehase
thele supplivs here. Thi= demand sl 05 o stimu-
Bt 1o il groscth of farm prodocts, fonlts anil vege

ea the nhove

[F100 Farmers, gundeners aml  feall growers Jres.
pereand astiealtorsd lood has greadly Ineevased i valae
ahrig e pist 1w Years,

I v an aidaehon
ey g This g vinlrey anbd Slocan
B, o Bisi b s property.  They e
gt Betshe Cobwandda 8 1o ans ome s siel yet T wa

prvsent ot e Novemnber Boarld of Trade aiecting b
Vancmver, when the enthie o i Wiis awcoghsl b
consideration of plats (o pesene those colotiles from the
A rcan grasp.

I eat ot vetleet thit IMthee ten years agn 1 eame,
reprrting tiv the Bistern press this Sodtenay conniey,
thimy oo piewe and siemmge, that §owas thie seconed while
i dn Al Up o apd dovwn Keetensy ever aud lake 1

1 of Todlans amd sie
' Pl WIRL Horse
wWihere now is kelso,

el do 1 oremeinle W we palled np oy Boats just
Dol v rogped outhet of the lik i aling
solilels, where we foutl the na
the 120 miles of rsoky low sgnl
foped sl Tntastically | bk, Hpon which we

il with w
whivh Lnd e
bven teansfopmed Into
Bothe dame we gave
pr Two bunihs

1
foined  he eind hittdlos
ledon er from i
dlsenloration of the shoris, linv
o Mourkshing town, which lus tal
the loeality o 1is own, Warm
ane there and o wolond, and s lns of sie chutrns
he shnggls whivh our  solltary  hoat-prow
sthered, A et eeamm, this, of The changes hego,

. Spokane s o have all pood things 1o herself,
Phowe bs noovival oty within 490 miles. Tacoma, on
the woest, Bothnt distanee,  Om the sonthwest Port
Innd §5 500 mifles awey, sl Helenn 400 miles e the
easiwand,  On e noeth there b5 noo dival clty whit-
evier, noe 15 there one on the sunthe. Fhe Celumibla Blver
Paslin belongs to Spolane, whese growth las beon
dupendous during the last decade o i this s only
peeliminney to o il greator arow i durlng the next.

I uher well the arlginal sehoolhoise of =poline.
It was i Hle feame builidin
the right of way of the Norl
T. J. Browne (who cnlled  the fathier of
Spoakane) and mysel! snrveved another locatlon for 1
This was but ten yeors ago, and the schoolionse had
heen bhuilt three year<.  The county seat was then,
July, 1878, In Colville, The county covered 200 squane
milles, and the entive taxable property within these
Hmits amounted to just #11L3%s Now the corpormte
limite of the eity cover the school district, and M.
Rrowne’'s taxes alone are over $22,000, and that letls
sthnolhonse lias disappeated in an agglomeration of
Llocks and factories

Even the gpntle name of the town has gone with
the schoolhouse—no more  rustic  and  village-lke
“apokane Falls,” but brlef and bustling spokane. “ All
the same,” it 18 the pretty™falls that Lhave turned the
rain into gold, and thelr spray that has enaliled the
{g olty to astonish all comers with the water of bey
dlamonds,

2oa44. It obstreueted
wn Pactfie rallrosd, aml

A writer of pinys wos reading o new work before a
compnny of the French Sockdy  of Comady, pnd
prisently wos distartied by the sight of one of the
memib rs, M, Gat, fiast ps'end,

Tl amthor stopped il veproved (he slesper,  He
wis redling bls play Lo the ¢ nittee In order to ob.
taln thele oplnlon.  How conld o mon who wis psleep
give an opinlon *

M. Got rabbed bis eyes and remarked §

“rlop I an opinion,”

There wins no avpenl from this sententlons verdiet,
bud 4t 15 to be hoped thal minl<toes who bappen £ read
thi= story will pot lny 1t oo mveh o bheaet.—(Youth's
Companion

‘I\;m ll;': Xlnmu-la n“{‘I mee tll;;ﬂ:undurllﬂ loe brldge.
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WILL SHOW MONDAY, JANUARY 30TH,
A MAGNIFICENT ASSORTMENT

TuRKIsH,
SYRIAN AND
D) AMASCUS G URTAINS

SILK, GOLD AND SILVER EMBROIDERED
ar 224.% 10 175. rerra.
Also offer the following

SPECIAL VALUES:

Silk Cushion Covers,

IN CHOICE ORIENTAL COLOR-
INGS, SILKE EMBROIDERED

DESIGNS :
3.00

232 1IN,

Silk Table Covers,

EXQUISITE NEW ART SHADES,
SILK EMBROIDERED,

301, 6.50.
36 1N, G.Qo'
ax. 12,00
Mantel & Piano Scarfs,
18 x 97 IN, 10.50

Fine Turkish Sateen
Table Covers,

18.50
30.00

FROM BERLIN TO JAPAN.

36 IN,

“3 ’x.

PROGRFSS OF THE JAPANESE OFFICER
THROUGH SIBERIA.

JAPAN'S EXHIBIT AT THE COLUMBIAN EXPOSL
TION=-A COLLECTION OF ARTISTIC
PIECES IN NEEDLEWORK.

Tokly, Dee. 13.—According 1o the Intest o=
thentle aceounts of Colonel Fukushima’s progress in
Wls long ride from Derlin 1o the eastern coast of
Siberds, he must now be in Mongolla with, by far the
greater part of his journey belind him. The
of September found Uim about 2,000 miles from tha
coast of Siberla, riding almost entirely at night on
account of the intense heat, and fully expecting 10
puve accomplished bls superb feat of military endur
anee and horsemansbip by November, or at least o
liave passed through Mongolin by that time. Colonel
Frlushima's dlary, writton in Jupaness and sent 10
triends In Tokio, throws some lght upon the hardships
the voung officer hus Lad to put up with, We make
the following extract from the =ame

“ August 3, 1A02.—Tuls afternoon I started .my
nlght journey a* 6:30. Travelling during the
day 1 out of the question, for the thermometer has beenl
&5 degrees at 9 In the morning, and usoaily man-
gages to reach 9% degrees between 1 and 2 o'clock In the
afternoon.  To-day I passed through a village recking
with el dera, and, as unweleome as such a stopping
place was, 1 was forced to rest my horse, while 1 was
compelled to content myself with a plece of hread and
a enp of ten, and was off again by 11 o'clock. The
nlght was elear, but there was no mooln, and the road—
witlch lay on the rigit side of a river bank—was so full
of hills nnd hollows that It was with diffculty 1 kept
my Lorse at a brisk trot, and both of us were far from
comfortuble. The young guide whom T hud secured
at the village left me unceremonionsly after laving
pecompanied me but two or three miles. As far as 1
conld remember from my bearings, the road I was ob
slionld have baen running south, but from the position
of the polar star 1 knew I was travelling due east. The
darkness nnd clreumstances prevented ny consulting
my maps with any lkelihood of help, and so0 [ was
compelled to ride on in doubt, for I could not even e
whether there wore any telograph wires Ly the road,
Atier  proceeding  about another mile I suddenly
Bronght up close to & tall telegraph pole by the road.
side, and looking up at the crosspleces saw that it
avidently carried four wires. This proved that 1 was
on the right road after sll, and considerably relieved
wy mind.  Some distance further on, while slowly
climbing up a steep bill, my borse whinnled repeatedly,
and presently o horse nd cart appeared over the crest
of the Nl As T drew near the Jantern in the cart re-
vealod thiee faet that Its only occupant was a man, who
wis lirmly grasping o plstol while regarding me with
undlsgibsed suspiclon aud wonder, 1 passal im s
walle, and nodded and smiled a5 I did so, Later 8
good bIE of road was reached, which was sueh a plens-
ant change as to make riding an absolute comfort. It

Lo teuly fortunate (hit I have escaped cholern, {or the
i€ all through Western siberia,

seourge bas bevn resing
and 1 Love passed through many Infectisl towns and

villages,  So far 1 huve boelt cortially welcomed everys
.

where and Treated s an offieer of the Imparial Ar
15, Colonel Fokushinm

Viler date of seplembe !
digry contains the folwowing: - some tine pgo 1 (o
tht my money was giving out. True, 1 had 0

subles deft, but 1 knew that 1 should be compelled 0
1 At Jenst two more boeses W CArry e thirvugh the
Ueserts at o good pace, and then T eould not forget that
the approacidng  oold tier meant thick clothing.
riin short of money, a strunger in siberl, o hirse
ek and I winter ot that, was not u pleasing outlook,
bt o afterward beard from the
Japanese ( tyostoek, through the
Thiel of Trokoduk, and my T wers bnereased by
an additional TO0 publes,  So g w pedady to enter
4 cold cllmate, and trust to teach the frontler of siberia
by November® :

" Numerons veports regarding the real canse of € lonel
Fukuslini's having undertalien thls rde bave heen
e, some of the Ametican papers having attached &
romanece to the stoey, and clabiming that the lhand of &
slster of a German officer awaits Colone] Fukusiima
hie stcveeds I accomplishing the Jeurmey within a cer-
taln o, Another story which has niso been widely
cireninted antong varlous forelgn newspapers st
Vlleot that the ride is being made on a wager with
cortain Germun Army offieers.  How trie these stories
muy be, We caniat say 1:'|-~:;h¢un|:ul.-'1-e slnre-ngul o
any way by Inguirtes made here in Japan.

e fact w’unhw, on the contrary. that Colonel
Falushima’s ride was undertiken by order of the Im-
perial Jupanese Government, dnd st |18 expense w e
the object of the ride was not =o much to 1eat

owers of an offiver of the army as a horseman, but
fhorsughly fnvestigate and report on the systen adopted
and the progress made by the trans-siberian r 9
The completion of this rallroad will bave considers o
mmmerrfnl tipart to Japan, establshing, as it p:ln‘
tienlly will, du overland connecilon Letween Japan

Europe.
Japan's display at the coming Columblan Exposition
will midonbir-l:ll_\- far exceed anything previously ats

temptied by this country at any world's Ir. Both the
n:nn‘:nf:muf-en ;nd the Gevernment officials r:uﬂvl.-“t :’M‘

Lhe commercin]l value of tils ealibit may
n?ll'l :.-\'ery effort I8 belng made to render it rﬂmplﬂf'-
A lurge humber of works of art Inteided o lllllﬂ:e:“
shipment to Ulitagn gre now on view In Toklo,

that §s atteaeting Ui most attentlon 15 a4 linge @4
with ontsiretclied wings, carved in {vory. Fwﬂ
to tip the wings measure elose upon six feet, odos
belng the lapgest, this bs also |'1l||a'|-|.1|‘1. to he t )
superh esample of Ivory carving ever prodoe
Japnn.

‘Another noteworthy addilion to the Japanese w
will :i;-- The eolloction of art needlework, contebn by
the peplts of the Tolin Industrinl Ar! School for Women.
1L conslats of a collection of painiines, vmhrt‘{u:dﬁ’
gowns, inpestey, lnees and w bt not, all of huri e
henuty and exguiste m:r:unnnull.llli. Bach nrtl rw hrad
his eshibit Tns been eliosen by Tadies I wal&n& e
Empress, who lave heen especlally detall '
work by Her Majesty's




