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Struuss’s * Life of Jesus™ marked an epoch jn
the religious world when it tirst appeared in 1895

This wua not so much becuuse Strauss questioned |

the divinity of Jesuw and the Ltera] truth of the
accounts of his life vontained in the four Gospels,

for many eminent German theologians in the |

elghteenth century and the beginning of the nine-
teenth had done that. Mess, in 1768, and Herder,

in 1794, ehowed a marked disposition to explayn |

away the miraculons element in the Gospels
whenever they could. Schleiermacher maintained
Christ’s divinity, but systematieally redueed the
niracles to ordinary events,  Hase, in his * Lehen
Jesu" (1829, oxhibited the same rationalizing

spirit, explaining many of the miricles by the |

posseasion on the part of Jesus of n sort of sans-
tive magnetisw. The most prominent rationalist

before Strauss, however, wis Heinrich Lherhard |

Gottlob Paulis, whose “Leben Jesy™ (1525) at-

tempted to explain away all the supernatural in-°
cidents 4n the Gospels, while ot the same time the |
honesty and eredibility of the Evangeliste were |

maintained.  But while the rationalism of all
these writers found a lurge and influential follow-
ing in Germany, and also, to a very limited de-
gree, in England, it was felt that many of their
theories were untepalile, beequse they did not
square with the faets of istory or of human
nature. The theory of Paulus, for instance, that
the storles of the Evangelists wers untrus &0 far
g8 they dealt with the supernatural, but that the
Fivangelists themselves were honest men and
faithful witnesses, wis soon acknowledged to be
inherently ahsurd, Even those who were most
disposxd to reject the supernatural saw that it
could not be done in that way. It was because
Strouss arose at this juncture with a new and
mueh more plausible theory converning the Gos-
pels that he at once guined so large a following
and excited such a fieree apposition. That theory
is briefly known as the mythical theory, Maost of
the preeeding rationalists had to a greater or less
decrer assumed the historical character of the
Gospel narratives.  Strauss boldly threw that as-
sumption overhourd. The Gospel narratives, le
gaid, were mythe, and being myths it was idle
to look for any historie truth in them.  Around
a fe® Tnimportant facts covcerning the man
Jesus, the Evangelists, he contended, had woven
a number of myths which grew ont af the Mivs-
sianie expectations of the early followers of Joss,
This theory appeared to make good the defects
of the rationalistiz coneaptions of Jesus, and
for a time it excited a widespread interest, Bt
it haa long sinee been abandoned as untenable,
and Strauss no longer holds a place of authority
in the world of scholars

His method was hard and mechanical, and iu
many instances he forced the facts to fit hiis
theory., Admitting the velue of much of liis
pegative criticism, he failed utterly to qecount for
Christ and Christianity.  Why did these Gospeel
narratives grow aronnd the lite of Jesus if Jesus
was only an ordinary man? Anid how came so
tremendous a fact as Christianity to arise on no
more stable a foundation than a number of in-
eredible mythe? There is not a glimmer of an
answer to these and similar questions in Strauss's
book. It is merciless and logical in its negative
eriticiam, but it shows its author to have heen
totally unfamiliar with the svience of constructive
eriticism, which is doing so much to-duy to hring
out the real facts concerning the orizin of ¢ hiris-
tianity. Strauss, indeed, ealled the attention of
the Christian world to the fact that much of its
knowledge concerning Jesus wis open to question,
but he furnished no positive facts that could not
be ecusily assailed und overthrown. IHe simply
eritivised the Gospel history, witheut making any
attempt to examine eritically thes Gospel docu-
menta themselves, wifleh form the sonrees of the
history. And no intelligent scholar to-dav needs
to Lie informed that it is along this puth that moil.
ern biblieal eritics have made and are making
their most important digeoayeries,

Strause, indeed, knew nothing of the principles
of peientitic historieal inquiry row go u versally
emploved, which require the critic to examine the
relative volue of varlous doenments, their aee,
the situation, ehuraeter, interests and gims of the
writers, and from the facts thus learned to eome
to a conclusion as to their eredibility. He
treated the Gospels en bloe, brivging to hear
upon them all equally the relentles prineiples of
his theorv: and in the light of modern eritiral
methods hils methed stands revesled as clnmsy, in-
geotipute and untrue. It is posible that many
modern bibligil erities are fuite as hostile to the
supernfitural as was Spauss, but at least their
Lostility is founded on a moere rational and his-
toriral conception of the phenomena reluting to
the life and career of Jesus as told in the Gospels
They have some understanding of the ideal trath
and meaning of these dosuments, which Strauss
did mot ‘have. They may not acknowledze the
literal truth of many parts of thewe documents,
but they admit that the Evangelists saw in Jesus
cortain unique churacteristios, which they eonld
only proserve by throwing them into the concrets
form in which the Gospels Tave eome dawn to s
Moreover, they do not assume, us Stranss (id, thae
the Gospels, ns we now Lave then, are the narra-
tions af eve-witnesses, hut that they contain s
the unconseions coloring of that little-known period
of the Chireh’s Listory between the Crietfixion
and the final adoption of the New Testament
eanon, whose plastic thon: aht concerpine Jesus s
in reality an essential part of primitive Chris-
tianity
N '-'t‘l‘ll" the work of Strauss must alwuys
rotain its I:LII-- ae n closste in the literature of
Fur it is the niesus which unites

{ hrl-fn.u_\.
the old sehanl of rationalism, whose methols were

almost entirely destructive, and the modern se huol
of construetive cyiticism, which approsches the
life of Jesus wit I no a |JI".rIIJ. theories, Nt siets
ftself simply to learn what a scientilic study of
the Evangelists reveal coneerning Him,
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