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TOPICS IN CALIFO RNIA.

BUSINESS DULL IN SAN FRANCISCO—=
CROWDS AT A FOOTBALL GAME— THE
NEW-YORK STILL ON THE ROCKS.

San Francisco, Dec. 2.—The usual Thanksgiv-
fng dulness has been increased this week hy
villanous weather. It has rained nearly every
day, and the streets are in auch fearful condi-
tlon that pedestrianism is an art The holi-
day trade has not yet fairly begun, but the
prospects for a llvely business during Decem-
ber are not bright, Every one is hoping that
the opening of the Midwinter Falr will bring
{n visltors and money. For the farmers the
weather has been perfect, the heavy rainfall has
put the ground In good condition for plough-
ing, and a few days of sunshine will see work
begun in all sections on the new crop. Wheat-
growers are still holding on 1o their grain in
the hope of better prices, but frult-growers have
done well, as nearly all have shipped their
products on the co-aperative plan. In the
Banta Clara Valley this system of ellminating
the middleman has worked well and at River-
side, In the south, the big arahige crop will be
pent East by an assoclation of growers, With
co-operation of this kind all incidental expenses
are reduced to a minimum, and the small
orchurd owner Is on the same footing as the

large grower.

San Franclsco had a severs attack of the foot-
ball fever this weck, more than %000 people
golng out to the ball grounds on Thanksgiving
afternoon to se¢ the game belween the State
University and Stanford teams, If it had heen
a dry ground the Stanfords would have walled
all over thelr rivals, but the wet grass wis so
glippery that good runners had no advantage.
The result was a tle. as it yas last year, The
rivalry between the two colleges is keen, and
the next contest, which wili probably occur in
the spring, will be exciting.

The new Collector of Internal Revenue, O. M.
Wellborn, who assumed office on Thanksglv-
ing Day, will make a clenn sweep of all old
employes, John E. Youngberg, who has been
twenty-six vears in the department and fifteen
years as chief deputy, Is to be supplanted by a
country merchant, who has absolutely no ex-
perience of the intricate business of the office.
Another old officer who must go is George T.
Bromley. These men are Hepublicars, bt they
have been retained by previous Democratie
Collectors because of thelr valuable experience,
which it takes vears to gain.

 TThe steamer City of New-York is still on the
yocks near Golden Gate. The Pacific Mail
Company has made a change in wreckers, and
the pontoon gy=tem I8 now to he adopted when
the wenther will permit.  Shipping men &re
unanlmous in the opinion that serjous blunders
have been made in getting the vessel off the
rocks. Weather and sea were perfect for three
weeks after the vessel grounded, yet all this
time no progress was made Now, should a
goutheaster spring up, the sgteamer would be
hammered to pieces.

These are trying times for local theatres
RBtockwell has been forced to give up his pretty
theatre on Powell-st.,, and the Bush Street will
probably shut down soon, unless business im-
proves. All except the low-priced houses com-
plain of lack of patronage.

Bix of the Samoan Islanders who were
brought over by H. J. Moors to the World's
Fair are now stranded in this city. They re-
fused to accept the accomodations which Moors
offered to them on a safling vessel for Apla, be-
cause, they said, there was not sufficient alr,
They say that there were only fourtéen Samoans
in Moors's whole band of twenty-nine at the
Fair. The others were gathered from nelghbor-
ing islands. Moors is the man who made a goad
profit out of the shipwrecked sailors at the time
of the hurricane at Apla.

Over three hundred Chinese went home for
the New Year season by the steamer which left
here on Thursday. They all have return cer-
tificates, as the majority are merchants or
cooks from -this city, Business In Chinatown
was never duller than now. Many stores have
closed because the trade was not large enough
fo pay expenses,

The overland shipments by the Southern Pa-
elfic Company from Northern and Central Call-
fornla during October were the largest on
record. ‘They go far to show that complaints
of hard times throughout the State are ground-
Jesn. In all 76,629 tons of frelght were ghipped.
&n Increase of 50 per cent over last year. Over
half of this freight consisted of green, dried
and canned fruit and ralsins, Counting the
brandy shipped, the orchards and vineyards
of Callfornla sent over $35.000,000 worth of prod-
wuets to the East. With other products, Call-
fornia's showing for October was §4.000,000.

——

TURKEYS AND BONFIRES,

EIANKSGIVING IN AN OLD NEW-ENGLAND TOWN.

Norwich, Conn., Dee. 2 (Speclal)—Thanksgiving
was celebrated in this anclent Puritan town In much
the same way that has been popular In this land
during the last two centurles. The streets were
more than ordinarily quiet, a8 Is the case on Sun-
day, and the few people that appeared thereon were
garbed In their sober dark “S8abbath clothes." In
the forencon the people—all good people—had re-
liglous services In  the churches; at exactly 3
o'elock In the afternoon they sat down to a royal,
old-fashioned Thanksgiving dinner, with turkey at
the head of the table, chicken ple, and pumpkin,
apple and mince ples; at 7 o'elock in the evening the
boys burned barrel stacks—tall poles, with barreis
strung about them—on the many high hilis about
the town. They burned about 1,200 barrels in this
way thiz vear. Sometimes they have as raapy as
1,500 barrels. The whole country about Norwich
was hrightly lighted with these bonfires, and the
reflection of them in the sky was vigible to people
a8 far away as Voluntown, sixteen miles to the
eastwnrd,

Every family in town had a fine Thanksglving
dinner. Ty means of contributions on the part of
the public school childrer and others, City AMis-
mnm;y Swan supplicd 260 persons with o turkey
spread, The children altogether gave fifty-five bor-
rels of vegotahles and @ great quantity of diintle«
Jaller Champlin gave his Nifty-six prisoners in the
orwich jal n turkey dinner, and Marvin L. Balley,
r of the Norwich slmshouse, furnished one

to his sixty-cight charges.

Horace Veoss, the expert poultry ralser of
Westerly, who supplied the President with his
Thanksgiving turkey, a handsome “bronze” one
welghing iwenty-seven pounds, says that furkev-

r? in ¥ tern Connecticut and Western Rhode

s stendily declining as a lucrative Industry.

n proof of his statement, he Instances the fact
whilec 101 MaNY Years Ago as many as twen-

1y ht tons of expensive native birds were shipped
annually from his town, this year not half that
amount was sent from Westerly, On account of
warm weather this month, it is Mr. Vose's

the
fon that the Christmag turkey will be much
:&” and better thun was the Thanksgiving

-—

DANGERS TO NAVIGATION REMOTVED.

EEVERAL DERELICTS DESTROYED ny THE
VESUVIUS AND THE KEARSARGE.

Washington, Dec. 2—The December number of the
Pllot Chart of the North Atlantic Ocean, lssued by
the Hydrographic Office of the Navy Department,
contains much informatlon useful to mariners. 1
shows that the dynamite cruiser Vesuvius destroyed
the wrecks of the schooners Emplre State and Nar-

t, off the coast of New-Jersey, and
that the Kearsarge blew up the wreck of the
schooner John Holland about ten miles east of
Cape Henry, Va. Lisntenant-Commander Courtls
made & thorough search for two wrecks reported
southeust of Navesink lghts, but falled to find
them. Conversation with pllots and others estab-
gnhod the fact that there were no other wrecks

that nelghborhood. The Veruvius also made w

ugh search for wrecks southeast of Barnegat

. ran transverses over the ground for two days
without secing any sign of them,

utenant-Commander Courtls aiso destroyel a

k on Stone Horse Shoal, in Nantucket Sound,

there Is now at least six fathoms of water

over it. The wreck is belleved to be the sunken

schooner John P. Kelsey. After running muny

erses over the location= glven of derelicts

covering much ground without being able to

them, tenant-Commander Courtis concluded

that the locations were either duplicates and the

had been destroyed, or that they had been

en up by recont gaies,

ROBBED AND WRECKED TWO BANKS.

Bt. Paul, Minn., Dz2c. 2—From a statement given
out yesterday it was shown that Kristlan Kort-
goard, president of the State Bank of Minneapolis,
was responsible for the downfall of the State Bank
and the American Exchange Bank, and that neither
fnstitution will pay over § cents on the dollar,
The wreck is worse than that of the Northwestern
Guaranty Loan Company. Kortgaard's methods
were to form companies with a capital of 0,000
to §100,000, alleged to be for the purchase of real

] J of some
08 borrow money from
he 4 the funds
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