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CHILDREN'S BOOKS.

ADVENTURES ON SEA AND LAND.

Year after year from the publishers come such
pumbers of attractive hooks for boys that one be-
gins to wonder If the gp-to-date boy cver
any time for such old-faxhioned reading a8 RO
gon Crusoe' and “Mldzhipman Fasy," In the race he
must run if he Keeps up with the Juvenis Hrerature
of the duy. Mcn who have made putations In
other lines of work hasten 1o use i pens for his
delectation, and every corner of the ziobe a nd every
age of history Is pluced hefore Bim in well-mide
Christmas books. Taul Diu Challln’s contribution to
the juvenile library (= o story calledl “Ivar the
Viking" (Charles Scribner’s Sons. in which he de-
scribes the life of the Northmen In the third and
fourth centuries. His hero is hred on the shores of
the Baltle, defeats the Romans, visits Firitain, and
makes & journey
tull the ldeal Norse life, which |% In detall set forth
by Mr. Du Challlu. To this good story he prefixes
an introductlon In the nature of a defence
of his well-known archas Jogleal  theorios  and
gives a characteristic letter from Mr, Gl
stona in  which the statesman n a
way says that he does not know much of anything
sbout the subject, but that the author's theories
are prepossessing, and that Norway does not <eem
to him and to others Iike a forelgn country, hence
Its people muty be elosely related to those of Great
Fritain. *“The Robher Baron of Bodford Castle”
(T. Nelson & Sons) is i story founded on the chron-
Jeles of the wars of the Beauchnmps and Hreautds
in the relgn of lenry 111. The heroine, when

hivs |

escaped from Laes Porsenna, by whom she was
held & hostage, and swam the Tiber to her home,
and by this desd so pleased }”ur-r sana that, thouzh
she was returned te him, he o el h-'r uni her
companions: Catherine Dou

Trag

lass" of Rosserti's “King's ;
Hir Clowlesley Shovel, once a cablin-
| Lritish man-of- Iset. Tom:

Rhode T=land boy

capture of the :!mi,-h G r.«-r.n! Preseott

Hevolttlon, Al the stories are inter h
aome of them show slgns of car lvesr prregurration

“Randall Danenant™ (Frode: Warne & Cod In

a capltal tale, by Captain Clau Hruy Wing

1o the Casplan Sea, living 10 the |

kindly |

cnlied into her fatlier's presence to hear the prayer |

of an almost unknown but none the loss unweleome
sultor, lstens to his formal speech, and then, with
stately stride, advances six paces and (deals Wm
a smart blow In the face. A story heginning with
such startling Incldents, of eourse, g0cs On to &
glarlous end. In justles to the heroine, it shoukd
be noted that she is elsewhere well hehaved, For
the most part the chronicles have been falthfolly
followed In the story, but they might have heen
put to better use. Molly  Ellot  Seawell in

“Phraugh Thick and Thin and the Midshipn
tella two capital

Mess” (D, Lothrop Company)
storles, one of the Army and the other of the Nuvy,
and both true. They certainly ought to be, for

they contain sketches of several munly young fel-
Jows whose existence would he n benofit to thelr
country. The color of west Polat and of Army
life Is not strongly developed, but In Its steagd we
goo some pictures of Virginia which are worth
having. When it comes, however, to the messroom
and the wardroom on 4 man- -of-war, the author
* povels In local color.

The experlences of the
In the Clvil War form the hasis
Harry Castlemon's war serics. “Rodney the Over-
peer” (Porter & Uoates) continues the story of
a charncter already known o the roader of these
books, and describes his adventures about Jaton
Rouge—adventures which finally culminate In his
breaking up one of the so-called Confederate or-
ganizations which, under the name of “State
troops,” rob Unionists when they can and Con-
federates when their legitimate prey Is not to be
found, These were the kind of men who from
behind a levee fired on a tender from a Federal
gunboat and caused the bombardment of Baton
Rouge.

Thomas W. Knox,
Mterary manager of exc

Louisiana Home ( Guard
for another of

whom every hoy knows as the
urslons to all parts of the
world, has turned back the wheels of time 1n 18
and written about wJjohn Toyd's Adventures” [LER
Appleton & Co.). John Boyd leaves New- York on
the brig Sweethearl, after having some experience
with the press-gang, meets a French privateer,
rescues the survivors of a wrecked vessel, is oap-
tured by the Rarbary pirates, is imprisoned In the
and Ie lucky enongh to he there at

FPhiladelphin,

the time of the renowned rescue of the prisoners

and the burning of the ship by Decatur. Then he
af the Congtitution. Heturn-

)5 enrolied in the crew
ing tn his country, te goes hack into the meoerchant
serviee, 1neets plrates—Malny and Chinese—ie driven
to aca in an open hoat, ani fs pleked up by a pir:
who discharges him and his fellows into a sluvs
ship. Having bhad adventures in about every way
possible for one, or, it would seem, n dozen boys
to have on the =en, he finally hecomes a captain
1n uniform binding of preity red cloth with Mr.
Knox's story s Hezeklah Butterworth’s *The [oys
of Greenway Court’ (L. Appleton & Coa. fireen-
way Court, as every boy knows, was the Virginia
home of Lord Fairfex, the patron of the vouthful
Washington, The hero of the tale is o poor hoy
who, when wrongfully accused of faults of which
ho s apparently gullty, i befriended by Washing-
ton, and finally grows up to become a  trusted
ecourier in his service during the Tevolution. Wash-
fngton appears in the story in the Mght of what he
afterward became, and many elgns and omens
point out the young survevor ng a4 man whom it s
well to Keep an eye en. He I8 oo remarkabile for
an average life even without the introduction of
the story of the hatchet, The b wik containg soma
Interesting sketches of Colontal lite and many plet-
grenque legends of the young Washington., Alded
to it is the journal of Washington, deseribing his
journey to the Ohio in 1758, and also some notes
giving the historical basis for some of the chat-
acters and incidents,

“The Black, White and Gray"™ (Tait,
Co., is devoted to the attempts of some children
to find homes for three kittens of eomplexions
guch as the title would suggest, and to the life of
the three homes where the Kittens took up thelr
abodes. The children In one home are wealthy
and well managed; in another a ghtl Is wealthy
and gpolled; and in the third one is poor and 111, At
the end the poor one is cared for and cu the
spolled child becomes lovahle, and everyb 1=

gona &

1y

happy e€xcept the adult re ader, who wonders If |

children really do like that sort of thing "An
All-Around Boy" (A, In . Randolph & Co), I8 &
memorial volume of 255 pages, desoribing the eureer
of & bright «ighteen-year-old Loy, who wis drownd
in the summer of 1552 while eamping In the Cana-
dian woods. It dweils on his anc his own

3

HILEE,

- pabrhood, hi= collecting of pustage stampe, hi=
amateur printing establishment, and other things
that healthy, wide-awake American hoye dellght

fn. It contains the Bistory of his sc hool days and
his preparation for college, and Hberal extracis
from hiz letters to his parente, and his fri
both boys and girle. These all point to the con-
clusion that he wag an excellent boy, with the
average amount of fun, folly and good sense In his
makeup. If the world ever forgets just how bhovs
looked and thonght and wrote at this thne, the val-
wme may bo of nistorical value, It ix Iberally supp le 1
st the beginning of the chapters with g Jotations
from the poets, A clever sea story s George Man-
wville Fenn = “Sall- Ho! (E. & J. I Young & (o),
& book full of exciting Incldents, and no more won-
derful than are most tules of 0 boy's VENLUTes
on m merchant vesszel The Burgh Castle i
voyage I8 selzed by o mutinous crew and recovered
by the officers, who are agaln overcome and ot
adrift in an open hoat, They follow the ship and
take possesxion of It when It i on fire and deserted
by the mutineers. The lattor wfterward attempr
t9 ket on bourd, but are repulsed, snd finally t 1ken
fn the ship as prisoners. Mr. Fenn also lays Span-
tah-Amerlca under tribute to Amerlean and Huelish
boys in “Real Gold” (Thomas Wantakery, o story
of the adventures on the Faclfiz Coant of =or
young Englishmen exploring the mountaing  where
were supposed to be the gold mines of the Indinns,
which had been kept seeret from the time thil the
Incas ceased to draw trcasures therefrom. The
volume s well printed on good paper, and 15 one
of the most Interesting of the Christmas books.
Life in the great office bulldings of New-York
forms the background of Willlam A. Steddards
latest story for boys. The hero of ““Tom uml the
Money King" (The Price-MeGill Company) s the
son of the janitor of the Peobus Bulldisg, who
bas rooms on the top floor, and lives In comfort
and almost in clegance, where few poople would
dream anybody ever dwelt.  These grent bulld A
80 busy In the day time and so empty and for-

. bidding at night, do not appeal to the passer-hy
' ams being in any sense homes for any human belag,

stlll in them there Is a homelife—not that of the
. houssholder, nor yet that of the apartment—and
© many featurcs of It have been brought out by Mr
Btoddard !n relating Tom's adventures, He Is a
boy who knows cnoush to keep his eyce open nned
keep to himself what he sees, His companlons are
officeboys, and hix employers a lawyer amd a
broker, whonr he serves so well ax 1o make his
own fortune secire. He finds a romance in the

7 beautitu! Hiind granddaughter of an old apple wo-

man who has seen better days. The lawyer and
the broker from him learn of her, and, finding
that she has been unjustly deprived of her prop-

" erty, find means to rescue It for her, The biind girl,

through the hero's geod offices, recovors, wd the
_glory leaves the two steaming toward Furope on
a wedding trip. Proderick Myron Colby in “Drave
Lads and Bonule Lasses (Hunt & Eaton) has re
Juled some thirty stories of voung people. whose
names have found place in history. He has found

| these chlldren in Egypt and China, !n London

and hy Narruganseit Bay. Among them are
achei who saved the life of the Assyrian

Ve |

o ventury
v of

with the India of a Httle over
the English fust on the
viiresr of conquet instead o
commercial  reintions  with
Statew, It not a story for
gome knowledgs of Indian o«
bt with that kpowledge thes
with interest. The hero i3 an Enelish
boy, who from Bombuy moes 19 L] m
country then alinony unknown to 1
while sorving with the Muahrattas 1
battle of Panlput. After the defent he
to Bombay with Information of the preatest

witre
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complete subjugation of Indla Many phases ol oy ity 4l fo- women, It
native and army Nfe of that time are hanpplly R N \1 =
tustrated in the narrative. Henry th In “The ‘
Lost Trader” (Talt, Sons & (o) shows another
side of what Indin meant to Englishmen 100 yours | — -
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of the historieal incidents which hay
Into the sLory.
Eophie Swoett han

of young folks a thoroughly

contributed to the
interesting v

il

Wik

of bright sayings and ind nig In “The Mat;
the Mary Ann (Harper & lrotheesy, wiich ohe
feles the life of several famiijes 1

in o Nttle village on the New-l s
mate of the Mary Ann is a small girl who o
to look after her rather wilful brother anmdou
per of other prople, and does not alwiys know
how best to plek up the loose threads of thelr
her own sffalrs. Everything v out right
however, and all her sometimes UnDocessary wors
ries only serve to revead a bright and lovables glrl
The hook contains a great deal of dialogue, and 1t
I= seldom that In a story for children v found con- |
versation which has =o ny felleitous tonches, and
which Is at the =ame time thoroughly youthtul
in tone, C. Carleton has illustrated the text
a number of rather clever sketchos The hero of
wram Heron of Sox™ (Fleming T Bovell Companyy

with

fa introduced ax a will young bincksmiith in o Htthe |
English town at the time of the evangelleal revival
of the alghte eontury. After jodning in the per

socutions of the followers of Wesley and maltreat-

ing some of the Methodigt preactiers, he I8 hime- |
self finally converted to their views  Alter o time
he I8 Invited to nssist the corate of the Establisnhed
Chureh In the village, and he comes 1o be greatly
respeeted, He is finally shot while prenching. be-
cause {t s supposed he ones thwarted the wi ksl
plans of one of the country gentry. The Walrus
Hunters” (T. Nolson & Sons) tukes us into the doe |

realms of North ricw, far 1o the northward of
Groat Bear Lake 1 among the ddv Ing= of the
1ndlans and thelr traditional enemios, the Eaguimnus,
From a friendly meeting between two hunters from
the different peaples ally come intermarvinges bes
twodn the tribes, and a pesceful existence for them
all: lut befors that end is reached many quarrels |
tuke place botween other Indians and Esquimans. and

A

they all have muny narrow cscipes from fire, woler
and war.

As regards World's Falr 2 terature, the richiy B
lusteated volume on the wonders of the White 0

which “The Century® has pubished convinees w
thiat the soungeters have reapod decidedly the bs
part of the season's harvesic Thelr elders
coerthinly not heen vouchsa H !

informbag and entertaining a
Falr Book for Doys and Girl Wy
the tioys whose adventares half fill the book, waere
weenmnpanted by a tutor who Knew, o= @ tutor -
should knaw, of course, just how o show 1 i |
everything worth seeing, 1Te was himsedf o P |
grim of no tir =plrit, as the thrilling chapisr at
the end proy The half of the book not devoted
to the experiences of the trevellers is g J with
pletures, of which many have e sl from
the Lest pu e in lute numbers of L
tury.” Text and Nustrations glve a falthiul §
of Ufe at the Fair, amd he farmer L LoENEG
which will gn fur to pleass young feader At
Tudor Jenks, the author, has o =tore L
| draw upon, no mattor what o touches

hie says, “wi

ning tower of the 1linois"

bl enough to lose one's tempes dn, bt gave th
commanding officer full view of hiz surrour |
through tiny 8115 cut throuh the solld steed -
trie bultons wepe convernant to push whon he
ol the gung, rvifles, torpedoes anid ot

sistants 1o oo the Test All the bnmtru M
Jonks has to convey is offered in thle ir |
fashion, and if his readers do not apprect th l
then they don't deserye th hive facts pot I
fancies for them  and  poptied ito' thele hepeds
i while they are saying Juck Habineon,

Mre Wisrgin's new book, “Polly Ollver's Pralilom™
fHouphion, Miftlin & 1, conutalng an Insparineg
story of tender-henrted, brave and generons rl
bHood, Polly belongs to one of the most charming of
the modern types—one in which §o dolned to ot
brightnes: ot thougntfoln OF toadpny the ty
and simplicity of o past & ritd i Jm niy min
utes Late™ (10, Lothrop & o) 4 an equally chobry
untd helpful story by “'Pur who in i in
Isbwbin AWen, Her hercine Is a ¥ tl wha,
wfter ay's nutting, falls ¢ op fonn dmpty cat
and i gecidentally earricd awny to Philddelphlng o
BiEht s Journey fram the eountry town whoteln
her homie Phe strange thin that i i
the happiness which she wing for hers foit
athers by folee of o sirang abd uneellish o
will delight elr) readers —whi will, It may by
AR thany an exccllent | ]

Mew, (FRey's hook  “When W
IThomas  Whittakerh by a story of K
ing upon the mystery of hildden
brightened Ly a rmost plguant child e opanbon
Petre of this litle Angola would ry I ]
duller book, Mr, 0. K. Bange b out this sen
n new collection of his fantastie and  amusing
ntorles under the title of “Half Hours With Jdim-
mlebicy®” (It 11, Ruesell & Sory. While these di
storjes hoave not, g n.;.« thi fresh charm of 4
“Taid "\n.rui T il e undouhitedly
gedtlye of ) Al huul(» of Lewls Carmall, the
th mueh in them 1o pleasse an im 1 h
The volume is preidly |'.1u-rr pteid
! tepesting are the sketches of o e ST
the callpes, the goophugan  and the
bird
.- - : =
New Publicanons. J
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